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Convenient connections available v/ithin 
Pakistan and onwards to the Gulf, Middle East, 
Africa, Europe and the United States. 


Days 
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Flight No.PK 
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1150 

1720 

Dep. Karachi 
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0800 
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Arr. Karachi 

1145 
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1145 

1310 

1840 

Arr. Bombay 

0850 

0850 

1015 

1545 


Pakistan international Great people to fly with 



Pakistan International 

Hotel Oberoi Towers, Nariman Point, Bombay 400 021. 

Tel: 2024723 Ext. 1721, 2021480,2021225, 2021455 & 2021373 







Dilip Vengsarkar,.* 
his fine knock of 
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IF YOU ARE YOUNG DYNAMIC AND 
WANT TO SUCCEED IN UFE, 

THE INDIAN NAVY OFFERS YOU 
MATCHLESS CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE LATEST SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES 


ENGINEERING BRANCH/ELECTRICAL 
BRANCH 

(Parmantni OR Short Service Commiteion) 
ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS 

i) Age Be born between 04 Feb 61 end 
03 Aug 66 (both detes inclusive) 

ii) EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

A) Engineering Brench - A degree in 
Merine / Mech / Aeroneuticel / Production/ 
Metellurgicel/Control Engg OR Equivelent 
in Mech Engg recognised by the Institute 
of Engineers (Indie) es exempting from 
Section A and B of their Associate Mem¬ 
bership Examination 

B) Electrical Branch - A degree in Elec 
trical/Tele Communication Electronics Engg 
OR any other qualification in the above 
fields recognised by the Institute of Engi 
neers (India) OR the Institute of Tele- 
Cqmmunicetion Engg (India) as equivalent 
to a degree course 

SELECTION 

Eligible candidates will be subjected to 
intelligence and personality tests by Naval 
Selection Boards and Medical Examination 
On selection candidates will be appointed 
in the order ol merit as Ag SLt for 
training with effect from 03 Feb 86 

THE NAVY OFFERS YOU 
Total emoluments of Rs 1 800/ p m appro¬ 
ximately on joining which of course In 
creases yearly Free food and Generous out 
fit allowance Accomodation and Allied 
services at very nominal rates 60 days 
Annual Leave and 20 days Casual Leave 
with Generous Leave Travel Conncession 
Free Medical facilities for self and family 
including dependent parents Canteen faci¬ 
lities Group Insurance cover of Rs Two 
lakhs with savings at a nominal prsmium of 
Rs 200/- p m plus post retirement insu 
ranee cover Group Housing Scheme bene 
fits Low interest rate loans for purchasing 
a Car/Scooter and house building conce 
ssion in Indian Airlines flights as per rules 
opportunities for higher studies and in 
aervtce training at various Institutes of 
Research and Development 
HOW TO APPLY 

Completed application in capital letters as 
per format given hare accompanied by one 
aelf-eddressed Post card and one self add 
ressad unstamped envelope (12x27 ems) 

If to be sent to DIRECTORATE OF PERSON¬ 
NEL SERVICES (R&R SECTION) ROOM 
NO 208 C WING SENA BHAWAN 
NAVAL HEADQUARTERS NEW DELHI- 
110 011 by registered post on or before 
07 May 85 The cover containing the appli 
cation should be superscribed with the 
word 'APPLICATION FOR BRANCH 
(fill lit appropriate branch), 



IMPORTANT 

1 Candidates taking Final-Year Examination 
can also apply Provisionally A certificate 
from the Principal Head of the Institute 
showing that the candidate is likely to 
qualify in the final year examination by 31 
Dec 85 mutt be attached with the appli 
cation form 

2 Application mutt be accompanied by 
attested copies of certificates proving Date 
of Birth and Educational Qualification 

3 Incomplete applications wilt not be 
considered and no correspondence enter 
tamed in this respect 

4 The candidature of applicants who are 
otherwise found eligible but not able to 
compete favourably with those detailed by 
Naval Headquarters for Naval Selection 
Board interviews will be dropped and no 
further correspondence enterteined 

5 Candidates recommended by Naval 
Headquarters<are likely to be required to 
undergo Naval Selection Board interviews 
during Jun Jul 86 at their own risk 

6 Candidates should avoid correspondence 
regarding Naval Selection Board interviews 
However if inescapable such corres¬ 
pondence may be addressed to the con 
cerned President of Naval Selection Boerd 
after receipt of call-up letters 

7 The terms and conditions given in this 

advertisement are subject to change and 
should therefore be treated only as guide¬ 
lines and not as terms of a contract ' 




APPLICATION FORMAT 
(APeuCATION Foa esaMANENT / SEViN- 
YEAK SHOar SEaviCE COMMISSION IN- 
SaANCM) 

(Will* nam* ol Si«n«h) Ad,, 

1 NtmtinfuH I 

(n in Main* ctrtilictit) *iwiafi*»ii | 

2 F*ih*r a nam* 

3 0 * 1 * ol ticth 
(Cl»lali*n «*) 

* Marital Siam* 

Maiti*il/Uniiiam*4(Wieow*i 
S Naiionaiity S aaiigien 

7 Siai* IS which you balons 
a Whaihai SC'ST 

S Educalional oualilicaiion wnh Oataila 
Subjact Oiviiion Faieaniapa ol maiki 

(a) Giadualion 

(b) Foat-giaeuation 

10 Oalaila el pravioua SSS inlarviawa <1 any 
Siva anlry wiaa daiaila 

Menlh ft Vaar_ SSS N» — Saleh No - 

Cheat No - Naiull ___ 

11 Liai el eocumania aiiachad in prool el *e* 
and adueaiional quaUlicaiion 

12 DataUa ol piavioua aarvic* under th* atata/ 
Caniral Govt il any 

13 Naina el amoloyar ,1 m aarvic* 

OECLANATION 

1 I haiaby aolamniy daciar* ihat all th* atai* 
manta mad* m th* appheation ar* liu* and 
ceiiact to the bait ol my knowladg* and 
balial 

2 I hava navar baan dabarrad Irom aepaaiins 
at any aiaminaiion nor hava I avAi baan 
arraalad proiacuiad and convicted by a 
criminal court or involved in any othar caaa 
raemarad by th* police 

1 In th* avani el any inlormattpn boinp round 
tail* or incorract action can b* taken 
asamtat m* 

Flac* Oat* Signatur* 

(a) farmanani addraa* 
with pin coda 

(b) Cotraapendane* 
addraaa with pin cod* 


INDIAN NAVY.AN INCOMPARABLE SERVICE! 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


gTOPCAHAHS W B R ”TlS"TO 
3 ODT or 4 OF THESE QDESnOHS 
YDU DO HOI HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVEBS YOOR 
NEWSPAPER AT TOUR DOORSTEP 


1 


Ob Sunday marning. doea your nowapapor live up to your expecladona 7 

Do Khuahwant Slngk, Kuldip Nayar. Beian Oannkala, M. V Kamalh 
and oilier celebrttiea viall you every Sunday 7 

Doea Nutan help solve your personal probteins. and can you consult 
Or. R. Wadia lor your ailmenls every Sunday 7 


Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you c^ 7 


YESOHOn 

TEsnHon 

YESDHOn 

YEsnHon 


ff your answer to arty three of the above questions is NO, then it*s 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunder complete, 

SUNIMa^ 

MID-DAV 

THE COMPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAreR 
_^blished from Bombay 
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Seventeenth Year of Publication, 
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PAGE 8 

“But then I must give all credit to 
Bombay They are a remarkable side 
and pulled off a remarkable win," said 
Madan Lat The truth can sometimes 
be profoundly simple Ayaz Memon 
reports on the Ranji Trophy final bet¬ 
ween Bombay and Delhi 



PAGE 14 

On the last day, Malcolm Marshall 
threatened to run through the batting 
and only a defiant and courageous 
stand between Jeremy Coney and Ri 
chard Hadlee staved off defeat for 
New Zealand Our correspondent re 
ports from Port of Spam on the first 
Test between West Indies and New 
Zealand 



PAGE 21 

Perhaps a bit of Gooch maybe a bit 
of Boycott, and if that praise is high for 
Tim, once youve seen him bowl at 
least you can be assured there is not a 
bit of Botham, Chns Cowdrey profiles 
his England teammate Tim Robinson 


PAGE 33 

His greatest strength is in the air and 
on hts day there is simply nobody in 
the world who can beat him in a head 
mg duel His other strength is his speed 
which he exhibits in abundance when 
falling back to thwart an opponent’s 
counter attack Continuing the Super 
stars' of Soccer series with Daniel 
Passarella 


PAGE 36 

Michael Platini, arguably the world s 
top footballer, believes the problems of 
playing in Mexico may have been ex 
aggerated That will come as a great 
relief to many players and managers 
around the world Keir Radnedge re 
ports on the problems besetting the 
1986 World Cup 


PAGE 39 

China continued their domination is 
world table tennis by winning six of the 
seven titles in the championships at 
Gothenburg Our correspondent re 
ports 
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Played ai Bombay from April 1-6,1985 


Bombay pull off 


a remarkable win 

By Ayaz Memon 


F or four days Delhi held the whif> 
hand In the Ranji Trophy final 
against Bombay they had restricted 
the home side to a reasonable score in 
the first innings taken the all impor 
tant lead and were cruising along mer 
ply to an outright victory 

■When the pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow was well in sight they 
tnbP^ and fell on their faces and 
Bombay in a remarkable turnabout 
pipped them to the post to win the 
trpphv lor the tOth time in 51 years 

tor the moment one gentleman 
called Ravishankar Shastrt can do no 
wrong He has been the outstanding 
lest cricketer for the country this sea 
son both in Tests and one day interna 
lionals and wound up the season with 
an impressive matchwinning allround 
performance in the final His eight 
wickets (n Delhi s second innings all 
on the last day were a follow up to 
four in the first and scores of 29 and 
70 

But if Ravi Shastri played the most 
significant role In what was one of the 
finest games of cricket seen in recent 
years the contribution of a host of 
others was also important 

The absolute mastery of Sunil Ga 
vaskar the genius and exotic flavour 
of Sandeep Patils batting however^ 
brief the grit and lion heartedness of' 
Madan Lai the tenacity and determin 
ation of Chetan Chauhan the fine 
bowling of Manindcr Singh and the 
promise shown by young Ajay Shar 
nw and Bhaskar Plllay made the final 
a memorable contest 

Day one of the final dawned with 
the ijirrlval of Bombay stalwarts Sunil 
Gavaskar and Ravi Shastn from their 
short solourn to Bahrain following the 
Rothmaps Cup In Sharjah Dilip 
VengS^rkar who had arrived a day 
earhw had opted out of the final vyith a 
groin injury which made the participa 
tiop of Gavaskar and Shastri impera 
tivefor Bontbay 

The two stars obliged by forsaking 
their sleep to reach the ground on 
time Gavaskar won the toss to give 
Bombay's chances a fillip for it was 
widely believed that the wicket was full 
of runs and the side batting first had 
only to bat on rclentl^ly and compile 
I mammoth ti^l to clinch (he i$sue 


His good deed done Gavaskar re 
turned to the pavilion presumably to 
relax and grab a few winks before his 
turn to bat But the approach of the 
Bombay batsmen would have causi>d 
Insomnia even to Rip Van Winkle 

Within the first hour Bombay were 
three wickets down for 42 and the 
short stocky figure of Gavaskar trudg 
ing along to the middle the lack of 
sleep and rest quite apparent in Ins 
lethargic walk 

Once he had taken guard however 
there was a sudden transformation 
Gavaskar remarkably shrugged off 
physical and mental fatigue and exhi 
bited the same concentration patient e 
and technique which has made him a 
phenomenon in modern cricket 

Apart from a streaky stroke off Ma 
dap I al early on Gavaskar was the 
I mplett misttr as he fust averted a 


collapse and then gamed total control 
over the proceedings He was ably 
supported by Sandeep Patil Who 
played a blemishless responsible 
knock 

The two put on 1(K) runs for the 
fourth wicket before Patil made his 
only error and got out He advanced 
down the track to Maninder Singh 
changed his mind to plav a defensivt 
stroke only to edge the ball to a silly 
point 

(javaskar had dropped anchor but 
lost no opportunity to score off the 
loose deliveries All he needed was the 
batsmen to support him at the otheV 
end and the finaUould well have been 
an encore of last years final when 
Bombay ground Delhi to dust scoring 
b25 


Shastri and Chandrakant Pandit 



Sunil Gavaakar mputrt-rfrtvew Maninder Singh on the way to hit magnifi- 
cent hundred In Bondxlv^eflratlnnlnge 


KPnnrswitnc n 




both capable batsmen, however failed 
in this respect. Shastri olayed flam¬ 
boyantly for his 29 runs, but threw his 
wicket away trying to Cut an arm-ball 
from Maninder Singh Vvhich wats 
pitched on the off stump 

Pandit played well enough to add 
80 runs with Gavaskar but did Bom¬ 
bay a great disservice by throwing his 
wicket away in the last 15 minutes- of 
the day, especially since an over ear¬ 
lier, Gavaskar too had got out 

Gavaskar had reached a magnifi¬ 
cent hundred, his ?0th in the Ranjl 
Trophy, off 185 balls and inclusive of 
l.T fours. On reaching his ton, he had, 
in a rare show of emotion on the field, 
thrown his hat in the air and waved ex¬ 
citedly to his supporters who had 
turned out in large numbers. 

It was revealed later that Gavaskar 
was probably playing his last Ranji 
match in Bombay what with the In¬ 
dian cricket team scheduled for two 
overseas tours in the forthcoming sea 


son and his plans of retirement after 
the tour in the forthcoming season and 
his plans of retirement after the tour of 
England still very much on. 

If indeed it was a farewell gift, Bom¬ 
bay’s spectators could not have asked 
for a better one from their most loved 
son. 

As a ‘ final gambit. Madan Lai 
claimed the new ball 20 minutes be¬ 
fore close and it paid immediate divi¬ 
dends He knocked back Gavaskar's 
off stump as the Bombay skipper 
played a tired stroke to a ball which 
cut back and went between bat and 
pad 

in the next over. Pandit played an 
atrocious stroke across the line to 
Mano) Prabhakar and was caught 
plumb in front. Delhi, with these two 
quick wickets had come right back in¬ 
to the game 

Bombay’s tail failed to wag the next 
morning and they were bowled out for 
333. inclusive of eight penalty runs 


On a wicket which was playing true, 
this was an inadequate total. Tl^ Del¬ 
hi team was overjoyed for thw had 
sensed their chance. All they had to do 
was to bat sensibly, take the lead and 
then bat on. and consume valuable 
time. 

By mid-afternoon, the Delhi innings 
was in shambles. In a fiery sjpett Raju 
Kulkarni broke the back of the Delhi 
batting and had them reeling at 87 for 
five. In spells, Kulkarni is probably the 
fastest bowler in the land, rivalled only 
by T.A. Sekhar of Tamil Nadu. 

But he is also, a very erratic bowler, 
which is one reason why he has not 
been considered for International 
matches. But on this day, he bowled 

SCORE-BOARD 

Bombay Iwt Innlngt: 

LS Ratput c Chauhan b Prabhakar 0. 0 Parkar c 
Khanna b Madan Lat 23, S Haitangadi c Khanrta b Vat 
K>ri 7, S M Patil • Bhaakar b MarHnd«r Singh 54 S M 
Gavatkar b Madan Lai 106, R J Shastrt b Manindt'r 
Singh 29: C S Pandit Ibw b Prabhimar 49^. A Stppy c 
A)av Sharma b Madan Lai 16. K Mokakhi (rvot oult 14 
RaJu Kulkarni c Srivastava b Madan Lai IS. Ravt Kulkar 
nt b Manindcf bingh 2. Extras (lb 2. w I nb 7) 10 
To^ai (including 8 penalty runt (or Delhi bowling 2 
overt short) 333 

Fall of wkrkett M. 2 27. 3 42. 4 142. S194 t>-274 
7 276 8 300.9-318 

Bowling. Madan Ul 25 8-42 4. Prabhakar 17 3 69 2. 
Valson 12 0 50 1. MarUnder Singh 29 5 6 76 3, Srivatta 
va 9 0 36 0, A/ad 6 0 35 0, A)av Sharma 4 1 15 0 
Delhi: 1«t Innlnga: 

CPS Chauhan c Hatlaigadi b Shatlrl 98, S Khanna 
tbw b Ra]u Kulkarni 13. Gursharan Singh b Ra)u Kulkar 
ni 10, K Asad c Pandil b Raju Kulkarni 9; K P fihaakat c 
PandK b Ra)u Kulkarni 0. M PraUiakar c Raju Kulkarni 
b Shatiri 21, Madan Lai c Pandit b Sliattn 78 Ajay Shar 
ma i MaHangadt b Mokashi 131 Maninder Singh Ibw b 
Raju Kulkarni 3. Srlvattava c Haitangadi b Shastrt 7. S 
Valton (not out) 21, Extras (lb 7) 7 
Total 398 

Fall o( wickets I 27. 2 41. 3 52 4 65. 5^87, 6 191. 
7 268.8311,9 330 

Bowling Raju Kulkarni 32 4 106 5. Ravi Kulkarni 21 
4-55 0. Shastri 4818 91 4. Sippy 3 0-20-0. Mokashi 
15 5^2 63 1. Rajput 15 2 40 0: Gavaskar 1 0 7 0. Patil 2 
090 

Bombay: 2nd Inninga: 

C Parkar b Madan Lai 14. S Haitangadi c Ajay Shar 
ma b Madan Lai 5. L S Rajput tt Khanna b Maninder 
Singh 63, S M Patil c Azad b Maninder 57. S M Gavas 
kar b Maninder 64. R J Shastdc PraU>akar b Maninder 
76. C S Par>dit c Maninder b Azad 44, Raju Kulkarni 
(not out) 17. Extras (b 7, lb 6, nb 2, w 1) 16 

Total (for 7 wkts dec)) 364 (Including tlghi penalty 
runt for tlow over rate), 

Fall of wickeu M3.2 31.3-129, 4 160 5 275.6 306. 

7 356. 

Bowling Madan UL 193-57 2; Prabhakar 10 3-39 0. 
Maninder 36 6 132 4, Valspn 2 0,33 0; Srivatiava 
8l28 0,Aud 1831 54 1 
Delhi: 2nil Innlnflt: 

CPS Chauhan c Pandit b Shastn 54. M Prabhakar c 
Rajput b Shastri 44^ Gursharan Singh Ibw b Mokashi 2, K 
Aaad b Shastri 0; K P Bhaskar c Jadhav b ShaMri 60; S 
Khanna st Pandit b Shtglrl 27. S Madan La) (run out) 6, 

A Sharma b Shastri 10; Mantndcr Singh Ibw b Shastri 0. 

S Srivastava b Shastri 3, S Valspn (not out) 0, Extras (b 
Mbi)3 
Told 209 

Fdl o( wlck«n 1 95, 2 100. 3 100. 4 IZZ 5171 
5-187,7-195 8-198,9-205 

Bowling- Riiju Kulkarni 7-0'28-0, Ravi Kuikaint 
4-0 154>.'ShaiM 39517-91-5 Mokadii 32 r 
Ralput 30-9-0. 



fiand^ep Patil is smartly caught by Kirti Axad in the alip off Maninder 
Singh (or 57 in the second Innings 




RANJI TROPHY.. 


suptrlilv He us( (i thi' short pitcht<l 
(lelivrTV only ds a shot k wtapori hut 
olh< rwiso bowlt^il mjht up lUul ust’d 
the M-’fini to Herivt' moveintrit off thr 
vei( ket 

Surmdt'r Khantias hit and r iiss 
lilt thods got hint I i quak runs Ik fort 
In ui It-q b< fori> to Kulkiin 
Cuirshanii vtas b< ili ii bv sheer put 
ind had hii iriiddli stunii) knowtktd 
out Kirti A/id who siirvittfl 1 toirid 

vti form N i|u intliufinq itonfldtnl 
ippi al for 1 (att h off li s qloti fi II f II 
mm ( 1 iqhl hi hin I 

At till la jt ( hi I in ( b mb m 
I lio li id hi I II fiol liiiq om I 11 I up i 
Ills It mil 11 ( oi la^i oils m mm i t i 
hit on his It ft h .ml in i h id t i u tin 
ttith 1 fi 1 tundfinjii I III ind If i 
III m ir ibli spi II Kiilk iiiii lism ss 1 
I h 1 I II I II ly first b ill illtmplin ; i 
li ti ti til fioin his body 

Pit not fot nothini! i Mad in I il 
I nowi IS till I ton ol Delhi A pt it 
I ittlir 1 qustv t lit kt ti I Midinl il 
(It'll- to Dtihi an now liqiiidiit 
III It tt Is untitt pitssiiii whith w is 
till lit ttt iqam 111 this initih lit 
I nind an ill ly i'i ( lit tan ( Inuhiii 
t* h in sumt d his inninqs aftt i tin dt 
p iituri of M mo) Pr ibhakat to rtsnr 
(1 1 till Di 111 innings 

Mitlin cutimq ml Ir uiiu) powi i 
lullu |)ut on ItU tuns ttith ( h uih in 
hi f Ml 1 I Ilk had dtii ion be iimpin 
HtiiiMb (.lanquiy ipm Bomhn |ln 
1 n ikl'iri 11 ill 

Ai'iiinij iltiti pill II P 1 I Slia til 
M id m missed tin bill tomplitil 
I h. ball ifli r hiltinq In pi I lobbtd 


gtntly to keeper pandit and the ap 
peal was upheld It was the first of 
about four decisions which seemed 
awry and at close of play with Delhi 
on 208 for six the game was wide 
tipen 

Ajay Sharma playing in his firSt 
Kanji season made the thnd day his 
own on two touiits It was his 2Ist 
hiithday and tti celebrate the octa 
sion he iiott hed up his first hundred in 
first cl iss t iicket And he did it in style 
lhit holds tiut promise of many more 
luns mil hundreds to follow in the fu 
lull 

Sharma siirvivtd i slash over thi 
hi id of < 1 n ask iiin the slips off Raju 
Kulkiini but then flowered to play a 
qrtaf knotk with the pressure very 
nuit h on him I le has all the strokes 
tnd II tin ti itlition t)f good players 
limt to p ilv thi m 

lit piloted I)( Ihi to a fust innings 
Iciltf fit I with ( hi tan ( hauhan as 
paiini'i and thi n the tail enders 
( liaiihan had rt it hed a painstaking 
hut invaluable store of 98 when he fell 
wilti thi total on 268 still 65 runs be 
hind Btimb ly 

Bui Shirma thin assumed thaige 
in ' III wi d with a maturity that belied 
Ins 1 j< Hi f irincd the bowimq intelli 
qi nllv mdktptlln si otcboaid titkinq 
lion 1 with somi haiuisome stroke s 

I lit tension intreised as Dtihi lost 
M mindti Smqh at ill and Srivastav 
It {{0 But an tdije for four by last 
m 111 V ilson i nsurtif Delhi the lead to 
(riat uitminy in tfic Delhi dressing 
loom Sharma howi ver tiad not tom 


pleted hiS)ob 

He reached his hundred with a glor 
lous SIX off Kiran Mokashi and then 
settled down to frustrate the Bombay 
bowlers With Valson presenting a 
straight blade to everything the last 
pair added 68 priceless runs in 83 vital 
minutes before Sharma holed out to 
mid off off Shastn 

Bombays task was tut out fhey 
had to wipe out the Jead and then 
score reasonably fast to set Delhi a 
challenging target in the seconil in 
nmgs With two days and 90 minutes 
of play still remaining the match had 
developed to a very interesting stage 

Bombay s innings suffered itnine 
fliate shocks again as Madan I al 
struck two quick blows dismissing 
(ihulam Parkar and liattangadi I’atil 
then joined Rajput and the final hour 
of the days play bt'came pulsating as 
Pdtil indulged in his famous but infrt 
quent pyrotechnics 

He piogressetf sedately cnouqh to 
SIX when Madan I al brought in left 
arm searner Sunil Valson Valson s 
first ball a short one outside the off 
stump was cut exquisitely to tfie jioinl 
fentc for four Valson then bowicti 
sfiort on the leg stump and F’atil non 
thdiantly hooked him tor another 
boundaiy The lesmn was not learnt 
and Valson pi rsisted in pitching short 
to Patil 

He was hooked for flirte more fouis 
and a glorious six as Palil rated th 
rough his 20'! In Valson s next over 
Patil struck him for two boundaties 
again Valson was ravaged for ffiuns 
in two overs and did not bowl any 
more in the match Patil had reached 
his half century off just 41 dt liveries 
including nine fours and one six as 
Bombay finished at 107 for two t 

Sensing some exciting exhilarating 
batting from Patil and with Gavaskar 
and Shastn to follow more than 
40 000 spectators turned up to watch 
the match on the fourth day The Test 
against England too had not evoked 
such a response and the Bombay 
CTicket Association officials were flab 
hergasted since they fiad not printed 
enough tickets 

Patil however disappointed He ad 
ded only six runs more all in singles, to 
his overnight score before he was dis 
missed But Rajput Gavaskar Shastn 
and Pandit all flayed well to boost 
Bombay s total to (including eight 
penalty runs) when Giavaskar applied 
the closure setting Delhi a target of 
«X) in 90 minutes plus the entire final 
day 

Delhi bowlers had done their job ex 
tremely well, restricting the Bombay 
batsmen and keeping them on a leash 
Maninder in particular, bowled with a 
lot of guile and skill and was reufarded 



Kirn A/ad plays on to a delivery from Ravi Shastrl and Delhi loae another 
vital wk kt t in the second innings 




Lalchand Hajput is easily stumped by 'keeper Khaniia off Maiunder Singh 
in Bombay's second innings Rajput scored b"! 


inq the dressing roi)m 

It must have been the umpteenth 
time that Chauhan had been dis 
missed in the 90 s But what must have 
been more galling to him vias the fact 
that the Bombnv bovi.krs who had 
shown signs of frustiatnai now ap 
I>eared rejuvenated and revived 

Shastri suddenly became the man 
with the Midas touch Fverv over hr 
bowled looked like produ' ing i wicket 
ind with Kiran Mokishi bowling ac 
curalely from the other end the Delhi 
batsmen v;ere literally in a spin 

That their fears weie unfounded is a 
different matter In then anxiety most 
of them played for lisfi strokes and 
gifted thtir wickels away (lursharan 
in fact pUyed no strokf and was leg 
before Khanin s slafi dash efto t was 
bnefly entertaining but hardly tneo ir 
aging to his teammates And v;hcn 
Madan I al ran himself out Delius 
flame of hope had been extingu shed 
Shastri ran throuoh the tail to leail 
Bombay to a glorious victory 


with four good wicktts those of Kaj 
put Patil Gavaskar and Shastn 

Gavaskars dedaralion was > sh 
rewd one Though JOOwaj not an im 
possible target the time he liatl 
allowed Delhi Pr get them in had en 
sured that there were only two possibi 
lity an outright win for either sidt 
There was nr gucjli an of Delhi play 
ing out time to win th( matih on thr 
first innings lead 

By the end r>f the day hrwever 
Chauhan and Pnbhakar ha 1 provid 
ed Delhi with a saund start of hi vith 
out beng siparatcd Patil leading the 
side in place of the mdispost d (savas 
kar was hoping for a quick break 
through from Raju KulkaVni 

The young Bombay speedster how 
ever bowled too shoit and was off 
target to pose any problems With the 
spinners Shastii and Mokashi too un 
able to make an impression Delhi 
were sitting pretty 

The final day s play saw an absorb 
mg tussle as Delhi first consolidated 
their position before Bombay broke 
through put Delhi in a crisis and then 
swung the match irrcvcwably in their 
favour 

Much of the blame for Delhi s sen 
sational collapse must rest with their 
batsmen who showed neither the 
temperament nor the sense of purpose 
to achieve their end True the wicket 
was affording turn to the spinners But 
on a fifth day wicket this was only to 
be expected 

But the assistance Shastri and Mo 
kashi got from the track was far from 
venomous Except for the odd deliv 
ery the ball spun slowly and afforded 
enough tltne for the batsmen to play 


tillII stroki s( nil-ten! 

1 he fecil wis oily in the minds of 
thi i)c hi batsmi n and < tu c Bombay 
get the break through tlity cruked 
under piessure 

t Inuhan and Pralihakai had taken 
till sn re to when a Sti-istn delivny 
sj) tu across it f it e of C hauhan s hat 
Ibt appeal upheld inueb to thi 
Delhi optiuis ionsternitnn He re 
11 onstratt <1 with th( umpire and thre w 
ills jloit s and bit ir> dist t t on rtaeli 


Madan I al confessed later that his 
batsmen had thrown die game sway 
and he was right for is Bhaskar Piilay 
showed m hys attractive knock of 60 
that strokes could be played if the 
batsmen were prepared *or the loose 
ball 

But then 1 must give all credit to 
Bombay They are a remarkable side 
and pulled off a remarkable win said 
Madan The truth can sometimes U 
profoundly ‘■implt 



Chetan Chauhan plays a flowing stroke off the front foot to an over-pitched 
delweryfrom Raju Kulkaml during his 54 In Bombay's second innings 





Ra/u Kulkami sends Gursharan 
Singh’s stump cart-wheeling in Del¬ 
hi s first innings 


hmlrw *® *^°^3ht behind by Khanna offMadan Lai for 23 in the firs 



Shi shir Hattangadi is caught by 
Surinder Khanna off Madan Lai in 
Bombay's first innings 


Surinder Khanna is stumped by Chandrakant Pandit off Ravi Shastri h 
uelht s second innings 













AJAY SHARMA 

A star in the making 


O NE of the immediately discernible 
long terro benefits for Indian 
cricket are the number of young, ta 
tented, batsmen which surfaced this 
season Azharuddin. the wonder boy. 
has been around for a couple of sea 
son. but made his mark only in the scr¬ 
ies against England-and how! R 
Madhavan. the left hander from Tamil 
Nadu is another who has exhibited the 
potential to fill in a slot in the Indian 
team should the contingency arise 
Bhaskar Pillay has matured and en¬ 
joyed his best season for Delhi this 
year. And in the final, there was Ajay 
Sharma. another young lad from Del¬ 
hi. who brought the curtain down on 
the domestic season with a magnifi¬ 
cent century in the Ranji Trophy final 
against Bombay 

Ajay. a sinewy, young man of me 
dium height and build, was playing in 
his first Ranji season. Before the 
match against Bombay, he had scored 
a fighting, matchwinning tialf century' 
in the semi final against Karnataka 
and 60 in the quarters against U.P But 
he was still regarded only as a useful 
batsman and a useful left arm spin¬ 
ner-one of those utility men who can ’ 
do all jobs reasonably well. 

Delhi skipper Madan Lai. who had 
been assisting the Indian team in the 
one day international competitions in 
Australia and Sharjah was oblivious of 
the potential of the lad. Hence when 
Delhi batted in reply to Bombay’s total 
of 333. he assigned Ajay Sharma the 
number eight batting position 

' Ajay came in to bat with Delhi deli¬ 
cately placed, just before close on the 
second day. He survived a testing first 
over In the morning from Raju Kul- 
karni, including an edged shot which 
just eluded Sunil Gavaskar in the slips 
After that minor blemish, the Bombay 
bowlers made no impression on him as 
he first settled into his groove and then 
opened out to play some flowing 
strokes all round thf wicket to first en¬ 
sure Delhi the lead and then register 
his maiden first class hundred- 
slgnificantly with a six off Kiran 
Mokashi. 

Jt was an amazing knock from a 
man paying In only his fourth first 
plass mdteh. He was not cowed down 
by the pressure which Sunil Gavaskar 
apipiled on him. He waa;ziot unduly 
anitlcnis in his 90’s. the 

boWAngmtelltentVt shietdlng the tai- 
Idiidets from the Bombay bowleni, and 
once the lead had bswp taksm, he put 
htoCiieid down to consume vd^ble 


time, which from Delhi s point of view 
was vital. 

What appealed Immediately about 
the youngster was his temperament 
He remained unflustcred even though 
wickets kept tumbling at the other 
end When the loose ball was bowled 
he went after it without trepidation 
And importantly, what became ob 
vious during the course of his knock, 
he had time to play his strokes the 
hall mark of a good batsman 

It was revealed after he was dis 
missed for 131 that he had just turned 
21 years of age that day He could not 
have given a better treat to the specta 
tors nor a more satisfying gift to 
himself And to round off a memora¬ 
ble day, he took a spectacular diving 
catch in the slips to dismiss Shishir 
Hattangadi off Madan Lat 

For a chap who played no cncket in 
school and only took to the sport in 
college, Ajay Sharma has already tra 
versed a vast course in developing his 
skill Given a little encouragement, 
and if he shows the same dedication 
and determination, there is no reason 
why his efforts cannot bear fruit for 
the country in the near future 

AYAZ MF.MON 



Ajay Sharma... whilr not being 
cowed down by the pressure applied 
on him, he had the time to play his 
strokes 



WEU. DONI^ LAD... Sharma gett a pat on the ba^k from skipper Madan 
Lai for Me fine performance 


11 .. 





Raju Kulkami sends Gursharan 
Singh’s stump cart-wheeling in Del¬ 
hi’s first innings 


Ghulam Parkbr is caught behind by Khanna offMadan Lai for 23 in the firs) 
Innings 



Shishir Hattangadi is caught by 
Surinder Khanna off Madan Lai in 
Bombay’s first innings 



Surinder Khanna is stumped by Chandrakant Pandit off Ravi Shastri in 
Delhi’s second innings 



llombay captain Sandeep Patil receives the Ranji Trophy from Chandu,Borde. At right Is Delhi captain Mtr- | ^ 
, dan Lai with the runners-up trophy ' • ’ 

i(i> I 
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AJAY SHARMA 

A Star in the making 


O NE of the immediately discernible 
long . terro benefits for Indian 
Cricket are the number of young, ta¬ 
lented. batsmen which surfaced this 
season. Azharuddin, the wonder boy. 
has been around for a couple of sea¬ 
son. but made his mark only in the ser¬ 
ies against England-and how! R 
Madhavan. the left hander from Tamil 
Nadu is another who has exhibited the 
potential to fill in a slot in the Indian 
team should the contingency arise 
Bhaskar Pillay has matured and en¬ 
joyed his best season for Delhi this 
year And in the final, there was Ajay 
Sharma. another young lad from Del¬ 
hi. who brought the curtain down on 
the domestic season with a magnifi¬ 
cent century in the Ranji Trophy final 
against Bombay 

Ajay. a sinewy, young man of me¬ 
dium height and build, was playing in 
his first Ranji season Before the 
match against Bombay, he had scored 
a. fighting, matchwinning tialf century 
in the semi final against Karnataka 
and 60 in the quarters against U.P. But 
he was still regarded only as a useful 
batsman and a useful left arm spin¬ 
ner-one of those utility men who'can' 
do all jobs reasonably well. 

Delhi skipper Madan Lai, who had 
been assisting the Indian team in the 
one day international competitions In 
Australia and Sharjah was oblivious of 
the potential of the lad. Hence when 
Delhi batted in reply to Bombay’s total 
of 333. he assigned Ajay Sharma the 
number eight batting position. 

' Ajay came in to bat with Delhi deli¬ 
cate^ placed, just before close on the 
second day. He survived a testing first 
over In the morning from Raju Kul- 
karnl, including an edged shot which 
just eluded Sunil Gavaskar in the slips 
After-tlwt minor blemish, the Bombay 
bowlers made no impression on him as 
he first settled into his groove and then 
opened out to play some flowing 
strokes all round the wicket to first en¬ 
sure Delhi the leaa and then register 




significantly v 
MokasN. 


with a six off Kiran 


It teas an amaittng 'knock from a 
than p^iJiAhg in only' his four^ first 
^aSs match. He was not cowed down 
by the ffirewure whiph Sunil Gavaskar 
a^llep on him. m wasiindt unduly 
anttiows hi his 9Cts. He%amecf the 
^^hiifeHlaen% shfetihid the tab 
l^hdMs fr6m tnS Bmbov bovmi^ and 
lepd had'besfi taken., iw i^t 


time, which from Delhi s point of view 
was vital 

What appealed immediately about 
the youngster was his temperament 
He remained unflustered even though 
wickets kept tumbling at the other 
end When the loose ball was bowled 
he went after it without trepidation 
And importantly, what became ob 
vious during the course of his knock, 
he had time to play his strokes-the 
hall mark of a good batsman 

It was revealed after he was dis¬ 
missed for 1.31 that he had just turned 
21 years of age that day He could not 
have given a better treat to the specta¬ 
tors nor a more satisfying gift to 
himself And to round off a memora¬ 
ble day. he took a spectacular diving 
catch in the slips to dismiss'Shishir 
Hattangadi off Madan Lai 

For a chap who played no cricket in 
school and only took to the sport in 
college, Ajay Sharma has already tra 
versed a vast course in developing his 
skill Given a little encouragement, 
and If he shows the same dedication 
and determination, there is no reason 
why his efforts canrtot bear fruit for 
the country in the near future 

AYAZ MEMON 
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Ajay Sharma... while not being 
cowed down by the pressure applied 
on him. he had the time to play his 
strokes 
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WBLJL DONIS LAD... Sharma gets a pat on the bat^kjrom skipper Madtm 
l^jS^hfafiMpetfniatlntx 








NEW ZEALAND IN WEST INDIES 


irst Tpm 


Played at Port of Spain from March 2 


A tremendous 


Kiwi fightback 


By A Special Correspondent 

N F W 7PAI AND lust alvHJt man 
aged to stavt off defeat in the fust 
Itbt ajdinst West Indies tfirough tFit 
compiised lesourcefulness rf Jeremy 
Coney and the tsptiicnct and skill of 
Richard Hadlee It ^vas a tremendous 
fightback by these tw.o after Malcolm 
Marshall had threatened to run th 
rough the batting on tin last day of i 
lest vchich appeared to he piogressing 
tor ards a certain draw, after a total of 
fivt hours of pi ly were lost on the se 
cond and th rci days 

Vty Richards now leading the West 
Indies officiallv after the retirement of 
Clive I Inyd opted for first strike on a 
wicket which had some life in it to help 
the seamtrs Richard Hadlee was 
quick t( capitalise on this assistance 
and within minutes of the start of play 
the West Indies were in some tioublc 
rt nine luns for two wickets both 
claimed by Hadlee with both Haynes 
riid Gomes out foi ducks 

The West Indies rallied through 
(jordon Greenidge and Richie Ri 
chardson who put on ISS runs foi the 
third wicket The two batted sensibly 
and circumspectly to pull their side out 
of the woods Barring one chance 
when Greenidge was dropped by Ho 
warth in the slips off Hadlee the New 
Zealanders toiled m yam foi most of 
the day 

Pifty minutes before i lose of play 
Richardson fell to the gentle medium 
pace of Jeremy Coney and in the next 
over Greenidge played all over a 
delivery from Boock to be bowled 
Greenidge had scoied a round 100 
and had dispelled all doubts about his 
ability and fitness following a pocji 
tour of Australia 

txcept for a masterly 57 from skip 
per Viv Richards the other West 
indies batsmen could not build on the 
foundation provided by Greenidge and 
Richardson and West Indies folded up 
disappointingly for 307 Richard Had 
lee in his second spell took tiwo wick 
ets but the major damage was done 
by twen Chatfield who in a sustained 
spell of accurate fast medium bowling 
grabbed four quick wickets 

The New Zealand innings followed 
m m or less the same course as the 


W( St In ill Debutant Ken Rutherford 
nude an na jspicious start to his lest 
carter disinisstd for a blob by Mar 
shall But as (ireenidge and Richard 
son had dont Wright and Jeff Crowe 
dug in to retrieve the situation fot the'ir 
side The two put on IJO runs for the 
second wicket md with the wicket 
having eased out considerably a first 
innings leiH for thi tourists was a dis 
tinct possibility 

Off spinnei Roger Harpei however 


took two vital wickets m the post tea 
session to bring the West Indies back 
m the game He first dismissed Jeff 
Crowe whs was beaten in flight and 
drove back a return catch Jeffs 
younger brother Martin was irnme 
diately afterwards trapped leg before 
by Michael Holding playing across 
and when Harper had Wright caught 
by Richardson caught in the slips the 
match had again become evenly 
poised 



VIv Richards. blasted the New Zealand bowling In the quest for quick runs 
and an early declaration 






Holding ran through the batting oh 
the fourth day in a hostile spell and 
New Zealand were bowled out for 262 
Four hours of play had been loSt on 
the third day duee to rain and faulty 
covering of the wicket which had al 
lowed water to seep through Both the 
captains had decided to call off play 
and the spectators sensing that the 
match was heading towards an inex 
orable draw, decided to keep away 
from the ground on the fourth day 

They missed the most exciting 
phase of the match as first Molding 
routed New Zealand and then the 
West Indies, with skipper Richards 
leading the charge, blasted the New 
Zealand howling in the quest for quick 
runs and an early declaration 

Richards was at his punitive bc<!t 
He hit a six and 11 fours in his 78 and 
completely dominated a 111 runs 
stand with Des Haynes, made in better 
than even time Haynes too scored 78 
and Gus Logie chipped in with a brisk 
42 which enabled Richards to declare 
the inninqs a little before lunch on the 
final day at 261 for eight leaving New 

SCORE-BOARD 


Vest indies Ist iivtiiifls 

C Cl (its-sixJjs htkerk UXl I)l Maynesi Kultcr 
>r(J b fUdlet' l> H A C on t.s c Smith b HaHUk 0 K B 

< chtrdson c. Httdkc b Ct nty 78 I V A Rtt b Had 

<«. S7 AI Loqie b Chalfkld 2d PJ Du|cn b C hAllKl I 
!<’) 1 ) MAfsliall (. 4ub (Biactwell) b C hatftrH (IRA 

'faiptr HowtribbC htlftaldtl MA HoM>nc)ibwl Had 
S'* 1 * J (larnir (n t nil) 0 FKtrii>(b 1 tb 16nb 4} 21 

Total «»7 

J ill A wKkits 1 ^ < I W 4 1 ^ 2^ 6 2t)7 

7 2h7 s «)2 

Bjwlmy HadUe M i (> H< 4 t hatlMld 28 11 ^><14 
a I s i '>ni BstKk l‘» ) 47 I C » 17 1 

Nf WZLAIAND Kl tni mg^ 

I C, WrK)hl i Kith»raw)n li H«p*t 40 K R Kuthi r 
lord <■ Haynes b MdrbhAlt O J J ( rowt t and b Harper (r4 
Mn C rowe Ibw b Holding I f, P Howarth r rub b I lold 
ina 4S J V C pnty Ibw b Matsball ,*S R J Hadlee t <,ar 
ner b Holding Ih IDS Smith e I cape b Huldinq 10 BI 

< airni c Harper b Garner H SI Boock c sub b Garnt r ) 
F I Challwld (not out) 4 Utrasib 12 Ih II nb 10 w >)) 
42 

Total 262 

Tallof wick*?tfc I I 2 110 MM 4 132 6 182 6 221 
7 22S H 248 

Rowlmq Marikhali 26 1 7H 2 Garner 21 18 41 2 
Holding 2*) 8 7*> 4 Harper 22 U 112 Rirhardv 2 0 7 0 
^ome$ 1 0 I 0 

tVFST INDIES 2nd Innings 
DL Haynes cM Crowe bChallleld 78 RB Rkrhard 
wn c Smith b Chatfietd t H A Gnmes c and b Chatfield 
2S IV A Richards b Cairns 78 AI logic b Cairns 42 P 
I Du)on b Chalfteld S MD Marshall c Coney b Chatfield 
I R A Harper {not out) 11 M A Holding c J Crowe b 
rhailleld 8 Extras (lb 3 nb 7110 
Total(ioreightwktsdeci)261* * 
bail o< wtckais 1 HI 2 68 1172 4 226 5 239 6 240 
7 241 8 261 

Jowlins Hadlee 17 2 58 0 Challiald 22 4 73 6 Cairns 
l9 2 70 2 8oockl4.4S7» 

4aiit Zaalaiid-'2nd innings 

J G Wright Ibw b Holding 19 K R Rutherford (run 
lUt) O J J Crowe c Gamer b Manhall 27 M D Crowe c 
iaynaa b Marshidl 2 Ci P Howarih b MarehaU 14 2 V 
:oney c DuXhi b Matghall 44 R J Hadloe (not out) 39 
DS Smlthlnolduil IJ Exiratlb t7 lb6,nb 8)J1 
Total (lor six whts) 187 

Fattofwlcicels 10240339476 5 8.1,6168 
■owUrig Mtnha|iai4 654,GanMrl8 24lftHol)tlng 
7 6* 14 7 19ft Richards 2 I 1 ft fWiet 

aotkichardsonl IO.ftLogla1 100 

i 



Gordon Greenidge... hii century 
dispelled all doubts about his ability 
and fitness following a poor tour of 
Australia 


Zealand a good chance of getting the 
307 runs needed for victory in 245 
minutes plus the 20 mandatory overs 

New Zealand made a disastrous 
start again with the unfortunate Ruth 
erford registering his second duck of 
the match run out of the last ball of 
the first over Wright and Jeff Crowe 
batted solidly to lake the score to 40 
before Wnght was tiapped leg before 
by Holding 

And then Marshall took over with a 
devastating spell in wiucli he ripped 
the heart of tlie New Zealand batting 
and them reeling to 81 for five a little 
before tea With more than two hours 
lemaming it appeared that the West 
Indies pacemen would finish off the 
job of mopping up the tail without un 
due trouble 


The hitch of course was to get rid of 
either Coney or Richard Hadlee But 
Richard Hadlee and Conev batted de 
fiantly and courageously withstanding 
all the efforts of the West Indies pate 
men to dislodgi them Coney fell after 
the mandatory overs had begun but 
by then he had led his side to safely 
1 he man of the matcfi award was 
sh in d l>s Cluitfic Id and Richards 
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INSTITUTE OF SPORTS 
k PATIALA'147001 

I GOVERNMENT OP INDIA SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE 
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Port of Spain dossier 



Inaugural 

Total 

West Indies 

t 

Opponents 

Matches 


year 

played 

w6n 

won 

drawn 

vs England 

feb 19 to 

11 

3 

4 

4 

vs India 

,lan 19,53 

9 

2 

2 

5 

vs Australi.i 

Apr 1955 

8 

2 

2 

4 

vs P.ikibtan 

1 eb 1958 

4 

2 

2 

6 

vs New Zealand 

Mar 1972 

3 

0 

0 

3 



35 

9 

10 

16 


Updated to April d, wher> the Kiwis forced a draw to keep intact their 
no result sequence in all their six Tests in the Caribbean played so far This was 
the third draw in a row in the last three Tests at this venue, the previous two (vs 
India in lOKdand vs Australia in 1984) also ended indecisively 


Highest totals 

The record at Port of Spain is b81 
for eight declared by West Indies vs 
f ngland in 1954 The best by a visiting 
side at this venue Au‘tralia’s 6(K) for 
nine declared in 19,55 The highest for 
the Windies in a Test vs the Kiwis at 
Port of Spam 368 in 1972 New Zea 
land s hiqfiest at this venue 348 in 
1972 

Lowest completed totals 

Austialia’s 90 in 1978 is the record 
low score at Port of Spam The lowest 
bv the Windics at this venue 112 vs 
fcngidnci in PXiO In thealiortive 1971 
72 senes New Zealand (162) and 
West Indies (194) recorded their lo 
west total against each other at this 
venue 

Top score 

India's Sunil Gavaskar enjoys the 
distinction of registering the highest 
individual score at Port of Spam 220 
in 1971 Everton Weekes holds the re 
cord for the top score by a West Indian 
at this venue against three countries 
207 vs India in 1953, 206 vs England 
in 1954and 1,39 vs Australia in 19,55 

The West Indies best against the Ki 
wis IS 101 by Alvin Kallicharran in 
1972, while the Kiwi best is 166 not 
out by Bev Congdon in 1972 

Centuries 

I In the recent Test, Gordon Green 
idge recorded the 71st century at Port 
of Spain the 33rd by West Indies and 
their sccorid against New Zealand at 
this venue The Windies have hit 12 
centuries vs India at Port-of-Spain, 11 
vs En^nd, seven vs Australia and 
one vs Pakistan 

Out of the 38 centuries at Port-of 
Spam for the opponents, England has 



Sunil Gavatkar... hlgl^t 
Indbililual ecore at Port o/ 
Spain 


scored 15, India 13, Australia seven, 
Pakistan two and New Zealand one 

Highest stands 

The record at Port of Spain is 338 
for the 3rd wicket between Everton 
Weekes and Frank Worrell vs England 
m 1954 f or a visiting side, the liest at 
this venue is 237 for4he 4th wicket 
between ‘Patsy’ Hendren and Lcs 
Ames for England in 1930 
In the recent Test, West Indies set a 
leiord (or their highest stand at Port 
of Spam against the Kiwis with 18,5 
for the 3ril wicket between Gordon 
Ciieenidge and Richie Richardson 
etdsmg the pievious best of 101 bet 
ween Kallicharran and Charlie Davis 
in 1972 

Although John Wright and ,Jeff 
Crowe added 109 for the 2nd wicket m 
the recent Test they could not over 
haul the KiWi best at Port of Spam 
1 19 fot the 2nd wicket between Glenn 
1 urncr and Bev Congdon in 1972 

Century partnership 
A total of 76 century partnerships 
(including the three in the recent lest) 
have been recorded at Port of 
Spain 32 for West Indies (10 each vs 
England and India eight vs Australia, 
three vs Nc>w Zealand and one vs Pa 
kistan, and 44 (or visiting sides (14 for 
England 1,3foi India eight for Austra 
lia, SIX for Pakistan and three for New 
Zealand 

Best innings bowling 
The record at Port of Spain is Jack 
Noreiga’s nine for 95 for West Indies 
vs India in 1971 The best by a visiting 
bowler at this venue eight for 86 by 
Tony Greig for England in 1974 

In the* recent Test, New Zealandinr 
Ewan Chatfield created a record for 
the best innings bowling figures by a 
Kiwi with SIX (or 73, replacing the prg 
vious best of five for 41 by Bruce Tay- 
lonnl972 

The best by a Windies bowler 
against New Zealand at Port of Spain 
remains Inshan All’s five for .59 In 
1972 

Best match figures 

The record at Port of-Spain Is Tony 
Greig’s 13 for 156 for England in 1974 
The best by a Windies bowler at this 
venue 11 for 229 by W Ferguson vs 
England in 194S 

Ewan Chatfield’s aggregate of 10 
for 124 in the recent Test Is the best by' 
a Kiwi at Port-of-Spain, wiping out 
Bruce "Taylor’s agjpegate of eight for 
115 it) 1972 Inshan All’s match tally 
of seven for 158 in 1972 remains the 
best by a Windies bowler against NZ at 
Port-of-Spain 
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KJC ^US-CpMMlTTEE MEETING IN BOMBAY 



Neutral umps for World Cup 


T he World Cup sub committee of 
the International Cricket Confer¬ 
ence which met in Bombay during the 
Ranji Trophy final have grouped India 
with Australia and New Zealand for 
the championship to be jointly held by 
India and Pakistan In 1987 Mr Jack 
Bailey, secretary of the ICC informed 
the mediamen later that the fourth 
team in India's group would be an as¬ 
sociate member which will qualify 
after the tournament between the as¬ 
sociate members for the ICC trophy to 
be held in England in 1986. 

The teams comprising group B’ are 
West Indies, Pakistan, England and Sri 
Lanka. Bailey explained that the 
groupings were determined with two 
conditions in mind. Firstly, India and 
Pakistan should be in different groups 
because the matches involving the two 
countries will be held oq their respec¬ 
tive soils in the preliminary stage The 
other condition was that the winner 
and runners up of the 1983 Prudential 
Cup should be in different groups 

The committee decided at the meet¬ 
ing that the semi-final between group 
‘A’ winners and group 'B' runners up 
would be held in Bombay oh Novemb¬ 
er 1 and 2 The other semi-final would 
be played at Lahore on the same 


dates. The final is scheduled for Cal¬ 
cutta on November 7 and 8 The tour¬ 
nament which will commence on 
October 9, will be played on a double 
leg basis as has been the practice in the 
three previous tournaments. Each 
match will be played over two days for 
120 overs, though play will continue 
on the first day for as long as possible 

One major departure from the 
usual this time is that umpires from 
outside the host countries will also offi¬ 
ciate in the matches Bailey clarified 
that in response to the requests by 
both India and Pakistan, the commit¬ 
tee had decided to have, in addition to 
two umpires from India and Pakistan, 
one umpire each from Australia, New 
Zealand. West Indies, Sri Lanka and 
two from England would be on duty 
The final approval for this move will 
be sought from the ICC in July But 
Bailey emphasised that this departure 
did not mean the acceptance of neu¬ 
trality in the matches 

The participating countries have 
asked for and been granted an accli¬ 
matisation period before the tourna 
ment commences The teams will also 
be given a day free of travel before a 
match 

The representatives from West In¬ 


dies were absent for the meeting, but 
Bailey scotched rumours that they had 
not come because they were not in 
agreement with the tournament being 
staged in the sub continent. The truth, 
he added, was that the top people in 
the West Indies Cricket Board were 
committed to receiving the New Zea¬ 
land team in the Caribbean and hence 
could not come. They had however, 
confirmed their approval of the 
scheme through tele messages. 

The President of the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in Pakistan, Safdar 
Butt nor the secretary Rafi Nasim 
could also make it to the meeting. But 
the two representatives who did come, 
Khwaja Amin and N. Amin, graciously 
inforiped the meeting that they would 
abide by any decision taken by the In¬ 
dian Board president N K P. Salve 

The meeting was attended by F.G. 
Mann (chairman) and Donald Carr 
(TCCB secretary) from England, Kh¬ 
waja Amin and N Amin from Pakis¬ 
tan, Mr Picanik from New Zealand, 
Mr. Vusalgo from Gibraltar, Mr. 
R L.V. Robbins from Argentina, Mr. 
Van Rossen from Holland and Mr. 
Salve and Mr Kanmadikar from In¬ 
dia. _ 

SW Corre${>ondent 



ICC $ub-<ommUtee meeting in progress at the Cricket Club of India in Bombay 
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CRICKET NOTES _ 

Minimum overs per day 


A step in the right direction 


C RICKFT administrators all over 
the world are devising ways and 
means to brighten the game to fill up 
their grounds and empty coffers One 
of the steps in this direction is a stipu 
lation of bowling a minimum number 
of overs in an houi of play 

The authorities administering crick 
ct have been Insisting that a minimum 
of 16 overs per hour should be bowled 
during the course of a days play In 
certain cases a clause is inserted in the 
playing conditions that at least 96 
overs be bowled in a day where play 
lasts for SIX hours 

The stipulation of bowling 16 overs 
an hour Is a double edged weapon 
Firstly it has an inbuilt advantage of 
more time for action on the play field 
It IS presumed that added time thus 
gamed will be for the overall good of 
the game Whether in reality if is 
advantageous or not is open to ques 
tion 

There is more than what meets the 
eye The genesis of 96 overs a day is a 
planned ploy to reduce the effcctiven 
ess of the fast bowlers as a short term 
measure and to subject them to sus 
tamed and prolonged physical and 
mental exhaustion m long run The 
emergence of pace syndrome in inter 
national cricket has made the lives of 
pace shy batsmen difficult It is an 
effective weapon to counteract the red 
cherry hurled fiercely and ferociously 
at the batsman 

The two members of the Interna 
tional Cricket Conference <ICC) (Aus 
tralia and the West Indies) who dc 


pend heavily on their pacers to deliver 
the goods have recently been on the 
receiving and at the hands of other 
Test playing nations It has been 
pointed out that these two teams have 
been opposing the enforcement of 
minimum number of overs bowled in a 
day legislation 

There is a move a foot in the 1C C' to 
make 16 overs an hour a permanent 
feature of Test matches The idea has 
the backing and blessings of the I est 
and County Cncket Board and chair 
man of tngland s selection committee 
Peter May 

May opines The West Indies 
bowled an alarmingly low over rate of. 
12 13 per hour last year when they 
toured Fngland Its time to have a 
legislation on the number of overs* 
bowled in an hour otherwise cricket 
could become kill )oy 

Clyde Walcott former West Indies 
star batsman and a selector does not 
quite agree with May He said Calls 
in England and elsewhere for cnckct 
teams to bowl a specific number of 
overs in Test matches arc nonsensi 
cal 

In a recent interview on the Carib 
bean Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC) Walcott pointed out We have 
been winning Test matches which are 
of five day duration And many Test 
matches we win in four days 

So if they are really talking about 
the over rate what are they asking 
that we quicken up the over rate and 
finish them in three days'' 

It doesn t really make sense added 


Walcott a lormer Test great 

1 believe that by and large over the 
years he continued the West Indies 
cricket team has been a populai side 
and has played entertaiging cricket 
even in the days when we were not 
identified as Calypso King-* 

West Indies refused to agree to a 
New Zealana proposal that Test 
teams be required to bowl at least 9<> 
overs daily in the current New Zealand 
West Indies senes A similar request bv 
Fngland last year was pxilitely turned 
down by the West Indies Cricket 
Board of Control (WICBC) 

Allan Rae president WICBC said 
We arc going through a period when 
we have no real good spin bowlers 
But we have q<x)d fast bowlers and 
these fast bowlers have been winning 
us Test matches and our batting is 
still very attractive 

1 believe that If Fngland and New 
Zealand had four real quick bowlers 
and they were winning Test matches 
they would rather use thenfi than 
squeal Kae added 

1 ooking at the problem dispassion 
atcly one is inclined to agree that 
salvation and solution to brighten 
cncket lies in bowling 16 overs an 
hour 

-RAVICHATURVEDI 

CAP THAT!. 
Surrey slap 
ban on hats 

T hose floppy white hats some 
cncketers wear are to be banned at 
The Oval 

This summer Surrey wlli tell all th 
eir players that caps and protective 
helmets only are acceptable 

Jim Laker chairman of Surrey's 
cricket committee, explained “Teams 
look temble in ^ruffy white hats, so 
we are reinstating the county cap 

“The best turned out side 1 saw at 
The Oval last season were Yorkshire 
and they were alt wearing smart bhie 
caps " 

The fact York^ire were also the 
worst side Jim sdw begs the question 
whether It will make any differance to 
the way Surrey pby 
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Of cricket, crowds 
and jokes! 

O.MB. i Y CRICKET fans cm- 
rather well know n - or i.s ti 
notorious - for their hilarious 
eoinments. If one has to enjoy their 
iokes and wiseeraeks it is ddvu eahfe 
to ignore the barracking, which they 
indulge in sporadically. 

H 'atching cricket for years, first at 
the Brahourne Stadium and now at 
the H 'ankhede Stadium since the 
last decade has polished their talent 
in this area to di::ing heights ' 

The Rami trophy semifinal and 
final betw een hosts Bombay and 
Tamil Nadu and Delhi respectively. 

H as played at the H 'ankliede 
Stadium in close succession I he 
paying cricket fan with a penchant to 
let lose a volley of repartees at the 
drop of the hat coiildn 7 have asked 
for a better setting to e.vercise his art 
at the highest pilch of the voice. 

ti lth one-day cricket stars like 
Sunil Gavaskar. Madan iMlandihe 
champion of champion. Ravi 
Shastri. back in action on the 
domestic circuit the spectators had 
more food for thought' 

There was a s tuge during the 
penultimate day of the final, when 
Bombay appeared lo etui the losing 
side. The Bombay crow d wanted 
Shastri and Gava skar to step up the 
rate of scoring .-1 nd sim e the stars 
didn 7 oblige the entire holiday 
crow d, about 40.000. freely indulged 
in booing and barracking 

So fru strated seas one Bombay fun 
that he demonstrated his ire by 
asking a policeman lazing around, 
for his autograph. The cop wa s mil r 
to eager and promptly obliged!' 


Moss is the boss 
at wheels! 

7 IRLING MOSS, one of the 
greatest drivers never to have won 
the world championship, will be 
lakingpart in an endurance race 
next season. 

This man should he admired for 
his desire and wdl for competition of 
die highest order, for he is once 
ttik III g die drivers seat at the age of 
ss 

Moss, whose Grand Prixcareer 
ended in a crash at Goodwood in 
1162 will icam up w idi old rival 
Inncs Ireland to drive a Porshce 944 
III a six-roioid.-tiiiencan .senes. 

li wilhoiisisr of SI V long, dislam-e 
events - three six hour, two 24-hour 
and one lb-hour race 

Good link to the duo' 

Footballer on 
shopping spree 

HE l.ONG .1 RM of Law zeroed 
on toot ha Her C 'fin stopher. Wh vte 
for gmng on a shopping spree. 

H hat. arrested tor buying goods'* 

Yes, very much Sir' 

Our man, Christopher, wai 
hooked along with his .girl friend on 
(harges of using a stolen cheque 
book He walked out of the court, 
after admitting going on a khonping 
spree with his girl friend Jennifer 
McKenzie 


The .Arsenaldefender collected 
£B3H worth of lumpers, coats, 
bedding and lingerie with his gal 
from shops in MHton Keynes. Buck: 

M liyte, 24, of Westward Road, 
Chingfbrd, E.sse.x was given a 
conditional discharge at Aylesbury 
Crown Court for dishonestly 
receiving goods. Good for him! 

His gal wa.sn 7 lucky .since .she wai 
sentenced to nine months ’ jail term 
and suspended for two years, for 
cheque offences. 

She’s a golfing 
millionaire 

r .AN STEPHENSON, the 
J smashing golfbeautyfrom 
. I iistralia has reason to be proud for 
her achievements on the green turf 
and the fairways! 

Stephenson became the newest 
milfionaire in women's golf when 
.she held on lo win the 250.000-dollar 
Glendale Classic by one stroke in 
California. 

Her final round of three-over-par 
75 gave her a two-over total of2w, 
edging A mericans A my .Alcott, Pat 
Bradley and Barbara Moxn'ess by 
one storke. 

It w as her 13th career victory and 
her fist title since the 1983 US 
IVomen's Open in Tulsa. 
Oklahoma. 

Certainly an enviable 
performance. Well, are the Nonita 
Lai's in the land of I ndia inspired to 
scale greater heights? 
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How my old mate 
Knotty cost me 
so many caps 


By Bob Taylor 

I NFVFR bore the slightest ammo 
sifv towards Alan Knott even 
though he caused me years of frusira 
lion and sometimes desperation 

I hat was when I just could not 
toppli him from his position as 
Lngland s No 1 wicketkeeper 

Quite simply he was the best 
around and whenever it looked as if I 
might get dost to him he drew away 
like an Olympic runner coming round 
the last bend 

A case in point was the first English 
stason after my first Australian tour 
when I made a conscious effort to get 
more tuns 

I had seen the virtue of concentra 
tion at first hand from the likes of 
Boycott Edrich and Luckhurst and I 
battled hard for Derbyshire to get over 
(i(X) runs with an average of almost 25 
including three fifties 

Knotty topped that with 1 200 runs 
three hundreds (including one in the 
lests) and more dismissals In one 
game less than me 

It was small consolation to read in 
the Piess that England were so lucky 
to have two such skilful Keepers and 
that I would have played for any other 
lest country 

At least I was still in the selectors 
minds and I just kept plugging away 
doing my best for Derbyshire After all 
they were my employers and 1 owed it 
to them and to myself to maintain my 
high standards 

My reward was to go on two more 
England tours as Alan's understudy - 
and I had to pull out of another one 
because of an ear infection 

I still could not get nd of the feeling 
that 1 was the bridesmaid though my 
three tours as Knotty s deputy did 
allow me to appreciate his worth 

Over the years people have kindly 
remarked that I was superior to him as 
a gloveman but I don t really swallow 
that one 

I will always put my boyhood idol 
Keith Andrew at the top of the tree 
but Knotty was the best performer in 
Tests Fie had a beautiful pair of 
hands great anticipation and terrific 


concentration 

Quite apart from his batting he 
would have been an automatic choice 
as England keeper at any penod in the 
game s history 

Alan was particularly admirable on 
tour because he never really wanted to 
leave his home and family druing the 
winter Alan would get more homesick 
than any of us and frequently would 
retire to his hotel room to watch televi 
Sion or write letters 

Perhaps he should have done more 
to lift morale on his later England 
tours - after all he was an eijperienced 
world class performer and perhaps 
he overdid the obsession with health 
foods and clean cutlery abroad 



Allan Knott... was the reason 
Bob appeared late on the Eng¬ 
land Test scene 


Yet that stemmed from his dedica 
tion his determination to be at his 
peak when steppij;^ on to the pitch 
He knew the best ways to tune up for 
the big days and no one can ever say 
didn t give great value 

It was often said that we were differ 
ent in our wickctkeeping styles - but I 
didn t really think so “ ' 

Alan was perhaps a little more 
flamboyant but he had to dive more 
than men because he wasn't so supple 

This may surprise those who con 
jure up visions of Knotty leaping 
around like a salmon but he had a 
spinal deficiency that would some 
times give him pain and restnet his 
movements Flence all those stretching 
exercises between deliveries He rea 
lised he had to keep limbering up to be 
ready to move at speed 

That is why he had to dive more I 
would have been able to get to the ball 
more easily because I have never 
suffered musicle problesm 

Our gift of anticipation was the 
same but I could usually get two hands 
to the ball while Alan would lack that 
split second athleticism so he had to 
rely on a one handed take 

If he had been as supple as me he 
wouldn t have needed to leap around 
That was always particularly evident 
in our work down the leg side where I 
think I picked up the line of the lj|all a 
fraction quicker 

I envied him his long partnership 
with Derek Underwood - a great 
bowler to work with because of his 
accuracy and determination 

Throughout our county days, Alan 
invariably had the edge on me In terfns 
of practice against spinners - and I’ve 
always maintained that the true test of 
a 'keeper comes when he stands up to 
spin bowling 

Given his mastery, it must have 
seemed odd that Alan chose to stand 
back to medium pacers like Tony 
Grieg and Bob Woolmer For me. it 
was always a test of skill to stand to 
those types 

I would only stand back to medium 
pace on the rare occasions when we 
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Chris Cowdrey introduces TIM ROBIN- 
SON, with whom he made his Test debut a 
few momentous months ago 


THE NOTTINGHAM ROCK 


r IM Robinson is a perfectionist He 
takes pride in doing those things 
that many cricketers, especially my¬ 
self. find so hard - playing straight and 
looking smart. 

After a long innings in extreme heat 
he will return looking quite fresh, with 
minimal trace of perspiration and not 
a hair out of place He will dive full 
length at cover, yet his trousers never 
seem to get dirty 

•‘Robbo’ is immaculate in almost 
every way. He doesn’t smoke and will 
always object to Jon Agnew smoking 
on the ‘plane’ He will always have a 
beer or two but never five or six He 
likes to eat well but never too much 
4c loves expensive clothes and 
dresses exceptionally well 

At the Christmas party while on 
our in India the Social Committee 
Marks, Fowler, and Cowdrey) organ- 
sed a beauty contest. Althdugh he was 
larrovviy defeated by Mr Bayswater 
Phil Edmonds). Mr Nottingham was 
i very popular competitor and in the 
esume given by compere Vic Marks it 
vas disclosed that one of his ambitions 
hould he win the title would be to 
nodel socks for Gunn and Moore it 
vas also announced that he wished to 
ravel 2 iround India again with a porta- 
lie television because he has com- 
ilained about not having a television 
T his room at one of the up-country 
enues 

However, it was with the bat that 
^obbo’ impressed most on the tour 1 
lade my international debut with him 
1'Bombay, where he claims to have 
sjt overawed by the occasion, despite 
>oking calm and composed while at 
1 C crease. In the first innings he was 
djiidged caught behind sweeping the 
sg-spinner when apparently nowhere 
ear it, and Ibw in the second to a ball 
e may have hit. Typically of Tim 
loblnson, there no dissent shown, 
or did his bat fly across the dressing- 
>om. To use his own words: ‘I am 
repared to accept the sweet anef 
)ur’. 

He only had to wait a few days, until 
Is next Test innings, for the ‘sweet’, 

►r he scored a magnificent 160 in the 
icond Test’ match in Delhi, which 
Itimately set us up forevictory. When 
2 came in after reachif^ his first Test 
jndr^. there was no sign of jubilia- 
m at his finest achievement, because 

tins 


he was not out and still had a job to do 
There wasn’t likely to be any ‘celebra¬ 
tion on the night’ either, for it is all a 
day’s work for Tim Robinson 

1 spoke to him about the innings in 
Delhi and 1 found I got to know him 
much better Quietly, and as laid back 
as always, he told me that he thought 
he had reached his century off the 
bowling of Yadav.'but he wasn’t sure 
Also, ‘1 think 1 was batting with Paul 
Downton but it might have been Allan 
Lamb' 

Such are his powers of concentra¬ 
tion that he couldn’t quite recall the 
greatest moment of his cricketing 
career 1 can compare him with Chris 
Tavare in this respect, and it came as 
no surprise when he told me he is a 
great admirer of Geoff Boycott. ‘1 play 


quite like him. I think' 

‘Robbo’ is fairly quiet but when he 
speaks he Is always worth listening to 
A degree in accountancy and a big 
interest in the commercial affairs of 
Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club 
have kept him in England during the 
off-season for the last two years, 
rather than returning to Durban where 
he spent one winter Ironically, Chris 
Broad, his opening piartncr at Notts 
who was omitted from the tour party, 
has taken over his old job at Trent 
Bridge this winter 

In some ways he admits to missing 
Nottingham, especially as a keen 
soccer follower, the City Ground, and 
to a lesser extent in recent years. 
Meadow Lane He has great admira 
contd. on p 22 



Tim Robinaon... a perfectionist who plays straight and looks 
smart 
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BOB TAYLOR 

ProttipiO; 

nil 



were Into the final minutes of a 
limited overs match when we couldn’t 
afford to concede any byes from a 
freakish bounce 

Alan would usually adopt that 
attitude throughout a limited-overs 
match, taking the reasonable view that 
every run was vital and that some byes 
are avoidable Who is to say one or the 
other was right'^ 

Knotty and 1 got on very well from 
the start He knew that I wanted to 
knock him off his perch I knew that he 
would do his utmost to stay No 1 But 
that never harmed our friendship. 

We were good for each other. Alan 
knew that I wouldn’t let England down 
if I got in and I was aware of just how 
good he was by studying him at close 
quarters under the pressures of a Test. 

I always appreciated his words of 
commiseration whenever the Test- 
team was announced on tour and 1 
subsequently tried to be equally help¬ 
ful to my understudies when 1 was the 
regular 'keeper 

On our first tour together he played 
a splendid practical joke on me. I was 
12th man with our side batting. There 
was no urgent need for me to watch 
every ball so I went for a snooze under 


a shady tree 

1 was still dozing when the drinks 
interval came around-so Alan donned 
my blazer, sprinkled some talcum 
powder on his hair to give him the 
Taylor streak and imitated my walk on 
the way out to the middle. 

It got a great laugh as I woke up 
with a startled cry of embarrass¬ 
ment ..and it only underlined our 
friendship. 

I read somewhere once that Alan 
believed I was head and shoulders 
above him as a wicketkeeper pure and 
simple-but 1 don’t believe that 1 think 
he was jsut being kind to me because 
he knew the frustrations I was cxpci- 
icncing as his perennial deputy 

However, 1 do believe that his 
batting was the main reason why he 
always got the nod over me. More 
than 4,000 runs at an average of 32 
and five Test hundreds in addition to 
no fewer than 269dismissals-a fantas¬ 
tic all-round performance that will 
stand the test of time 

No amount of consoling words to 
me can alter the fact that Alan deliv¬ 
ered the goods consistently at the 
highest level. I could never match his 
audacious strokeplay, his ability to 


change the course of a game at No. 6 
and 7 in the batting order. 

My strength as a batsmart lay In 
sensible support of a strokemaker. In 
other words, several classes below 
Knott. 

No, as I say, I never bore the slight¬ 
est animosity towards him not evep- 
when he came back from .his affair 
with Kerry Packer’s World Series- 
Cricket. which eventually allowed me 
to become No. 1 and displaced me in 
the England side in 1980 and 1981. 

I didn’t blame him for answering the 
call-at £1,500 a Test he would have 
been stupid to turiT it down-but I do 
blame the selectors for a lack of princi¬ 
ple. 

Knotty had made it clear that he 
didn’t wish to tour again so it looked as 
if he could pick and choose his 
moments to play for England. 

I know that Alan didn’t see it that 
way. .but 1 feel the selectors should 
have stood by someone who would 
gladly have gone anywhere in the 
world to play for his country. 

From "Standing Up, Standing 
Back. ” to he published this month by 
Collins Willow London. Price£8.95. 

Next Week: Bob Taylor bh Geoff 
Boycott 



TIM ROBINSON 


From p 21 


tion for Brian Clough whom he has 
played cricket with in the odd benefit 
match. On one occasion, Mr Clough 
was bowling on a cold afternoon, and 
refused to start his over until his slip 
fielder, Robinson, took his hands out 
of his pockets (In jest-probably'). 

However, 'Robbo' is quite happy 
where he is. India treated him well in 
his bid to become a regular opening 
batsman for England, and on the 
personal side in the announcement of 
his engagement to Trish in Delhi. 

A regular Test opener? Who would 
be a lest selector next summer?You 
must bring back Gooch, you can’t drop 







Fowler, and Robinson really does look 
the part Hang on...there is Moxon, 
Broad, Lloyd. 

1 think Robbo’ plays very like 
Graham Gooch although he lacks the 
immense power and dominance. He 
stands fairly upright, plays very 
straight and certainly seems to know 
where his off stump is. I described his 
inning^ in Delhi as the ‘connoisseur’s 
delight’, for it was stretched out over 
three days, the ball being caressed 
along the ground throughout with the 
minimum element of risk. 

He is convinced that playipg most of 
his cricket at Trent Bridge, where the 
wickets have tended to bounce execs' 


sivcly in recent years, has in fact 
helped him a lot. It has improved his 
technique and made him a very good 
back-foot player. Fears that he might 
have been vulnerable to the Ibyv 
dismissal in India were soon quelled, 
as he has adapted to the conditions 
and the front foot quite easily. The 
other contributing factor to his rise in 
statur^ has been 'playing with such 
positive cricketers as Rice and Hadlee’. 

Perhaps a bit of Gooch, maybe a feit 
of Boycott, and if that praise is high for 
Tim, once you’ve seen him bowl, at 
least you can be assured there is not a 
bit of Botham Byarrangcmmlwlth* 

The Cricketer IntematioMi. 


by hriarvus 
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India’s clean sweep 


By B.B. Mama 

O N JUNE 2S. 1983, India annexed 
die Prudential world Cup by 
tof^Kns the world champions West 
Indies in a memorable final at Lord’s. 

On April 13, 1984, India skittled 
Pakistan cheaply to win the Asia Cup 
in Sharjah. 

On March 10,1985, India crushed 
traditional rivals Pakistan to capture 
the Benson & Hedges World 
Championsh^ Cup at Mdboume. 

And, now, on March 29,1985, India 
completed a grand slam of dazzling 
triumphs by brushing aside Australia’s 
challenge and grabbing the Rothman’s 
Cup — re-asserting India’s leading 
position in instant cricket in the 
current settip. 

Right from the first ball of the 
tournament.on March 22 when the 
incomparabte Imran Khan trapped 
the Champion of Champions Ravi 
Shastri plumb in front to the very last 
ball on March 29 when the 
indomitable Madan L 2 d swiped the 
hapless Allan Border to the mid- 
wicket fence to give India a hard- 
earned victory, the Sh£H;)ah pitch — 
with its uncertain bounce ana vicious 
turn — provided some of (he most 
fascinating cricket, tense and taut, 
ever seen in the iiihited-overs game. 

India stamped their new-found 
supremacy in the one-day game by 
successfully defending a perilously 
vulnerable total of 125 in the opening 
match of the Sharjah tournament by 
blasting Pakistan for 87 all out — only 
two runs more than their lowest-ever 
total of 85 all out vs England at Old 
Trr^ird in 1978. (India’s lowest in a 
oT^-day International is 63 all out vs 
Austraua at Sydney in 1980-81). 

Then followed an absolutely 
marvellous cliff-hanger of a classic 
one-day match when Australia 
prevailed over Ereland in a grand¬ 
stand finish of naifbiting excitement 
and Hitchcock-like suspense by 
scoring the vanning run On the very 
last b^ of the SOm and final over. 

Once again, India remained ,the 
onhr unbeaten team in the competi¬ 
tion (see Table 1) to take their taOy to 
seven conaecutK« wins in their last 
seven one-day Internationals, as 
compared to on V 5 wois and as marw 
as 13 defeats ki the 21 Internationab 
India played after Prudential '83. 

A total of 48 players from the four 
partieipatinq countries took in 


the Sharj^ toumev — an unchanged 
11 for India, 12 each for Australia and 
Pakistan, and 13 for England. They 
aggregated 1,153 runs tor 70 wickets 
in 355.4 overs. 

The average run-rate was 3.24 tuns 
per over, and the over-all stnke-rate 
3.28 wickets per 100 balls bowled. The 
breakup tor each country is given in 
Table 2 

The outstanding individual pcrfor 


Australia recorded 
the highest total of 
178 in Sharjah 


TABLE 1 

.Summary Of Results 

Played Won Lost SucccM 
(2 Pie) % 


India 2 2 0 10000 

Auatraha 2 I 1 50 00 

Pakistan 2 1 1 5000 

England 2 0 2 000 

TABLE 2 

Summary Of Each Country s Playing Record 


Runs 

Scored 


IND 

265 

AUS 

317 

PAK 

262 

ENG 

309 


1153 


bAl iiNG 

Wfcte Over* Run-niM 
Lost Faced (Runa per 
over 


17 82 3 23 

18 92 3 3 42 

17 82 5 3 16 

18 98 2 3 14 

70 355 4 3 24 


BOWLING 


Oven 

Bowled 

Wide 

Taken 

Strike-rate 
(Wide per 
100 bafia) 

75 2 

20 

442 

892 

15 

280 

91 

?0 

366 

100 

15 

250 

3554 

70 

328 


matKe of the tournament stands to 
the credit of Imran Khan who 
captured a wicket in each of h's first 
ax overs except the fourth against 
India in an expbsive opening spell of 5 
tor 13 in 7 overs, ultimately to finish 
with 6 tor 14 in 10 overs — the best 
fgures for Pakistan in any one-day 
international, surpassing Wasim 
Akram’s 5 tor 21 vs Australia at 
Melbourne on February 24, 1985. 


The miracle at Mel¬ 
bourne is not likely 
to be repeated 


TABLES 

MATCH-BY-MATCH PLAYING RECORD 



Runs 

Soorad 

Wfcta 

Lost 

Oven 

Faced 

Run-rate 
(Buns per 
' over) 

Oven 

Bowled 

Wide 

Taken 

StrOce-rate 

(Wktaper 

100bi£i) 

INDIA 

vPak 

125 

10 

424 

293 

325 

10 

507 

V Aus 

140 

7 

392 

336 

423 

10 

392 

AUSTRAUA 

V Eng 

V Ind 

178 

8 

50 

356 

SO 

8 

266 

139 

10 

423 

357 

392 

7 

296 

PAKISTAN 

V Ind 

87 

10 

325 

265 

424 

10 

390 

V Eng 

-/5 

7 

50 

350 

482 

10 

344 

ENGLAND 

V Aus 

177 

8 

50 

354 

50 

8 

266 

vPak 

132 

10 

482 

2 73 

SO 

7 

233 
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TOP: Kapil and Gavaskar confer 
during the India-Pak league 
match In Melbourne. ABOVE: 
Asharuddin and Mohinder ac¬ 
knowledging the cheers after the 
victory over Pakistan in Mel¬ 
bourne 


Analysing the combined figures for 
both the Benson & Hedges World 
Championship of Cricket in Australia 
and the Rothmans Cup tournament in 
Sharjah, we find that India and 
Pakistan have an impressive over all 
playing record, both in bowling and in 
batting. (See Table 7). 

The fact that India bagged six Man 
of the Match awards and Pakistan 
four out of a total of 16 in the 
Completed matches speaks for itself. 

It is, therefore, in the fitness of 
things that these two Asian cricketing 
suRer;powers will be jointly staging 


TABLE 4 


Top Performers & Match Result 


INDIA 

HIgheikt scor« 

Be«t Bowling 

Man of (hf 

Match 

Retull 

V Pak 

47 

A/Harudtfin 

^ 17 

Kapil Dol 


Won Wruns 

V Aus 


Vengsarkar 

2 14 

Shastn 

Amarnalh 

Won dwkts 

AUSTRAUA 

V Eng 

i5 

Wood 

J 21 

Border 

Matthews 

Won 2 wkts 

V Ind 

iO 

Wesvis 


McDermott 


Lost 

PARISIAN 

V Ind 


Ramcp/ Raid 

h-14 

Imran Khan 

Imran Khan 

L'^sl 

V Eng 

71 

.Idwci Miandad 

:> 23 

Shuafb M<*hd 

Javo'd Miandad 

Won 4drunb 

ENGLAND 

V Aus 

i7 

Kobiobun 

2 2H 

FIlisiTn 



V Pak 

4r 

Bailey 

4 2i 

Ctdford 


1 (IHf 


TABLE 5 


Leading Batting Averages 
(Qualification Min 40runs) 




bins 

Runs 

H 

Avge 

lawd Miandad 

Pak 

2 

/I 

71 


Mohd Azharuddin 

Ind 

2 

fjQ 

;/ 

i4 ^>d 

Graeme W«jod 

Aus 

2 

02 

Ab 

il 1)0 

Mudnssar Na^ai 

Pnk 

2 

M 


27f)d 

Tim Robinson 

bug 

2 

4o 

<7 

Jd Ud 

Kepler WesseU 

Aub 

2 

4n 

id 

2 3d(» 

Ramee/ Raja 

Pcik 

2 

4A 

I’d 

V2 f.d 

(jraeme Kowler 

Fug 

2 

4S 


22'-0 

N B The Northamptonsbu^ 

batsman 

Roboil i.Uihn Uailev, 

sctired an 

unbeaten 

11 vs Pakistan 


solildry sppt'aranct' for F^n^laod 


TABLE 6 


Leading Bowling Averages 

(Qualification Min 3 wickets) 




Overs 

Mdlls 

Ifuns 

Wkis 

Avqt* 

15 B 

Imran Kltan 

Pak 

10 

•1 

4(.) 

7 

s;i 

h 14 

Kapil Dev 

Ind 

123 

1 

26 

4 

t>")0 

^ 17 

Shoaib Mohd 

Pak 

10 

1 

2d 

i 

7 bt> 

^2\ 

Ravi Shastri 

Ind 

pri 

f) 

M 

4 

/7b 

2 14 

Allan Bordet 

Aus 

H2 

(i 

27 

i 

•MX) 

3 21 

Craig McDermott 

Au« 

10 

li 

iO 

i 

I20d 

i <6 

Madnn Lai 

Ind 

i;i 

2 

42 

i 

14(X-) 

2 V) 

Norman Gifft>rd 

Lng 

21) 

1 

t>t) 

4 

ir»(X) 

4 2d 

Greg Matthewk 

Aub 

20 

4 

SO 

d 

16 66 

2 43 

Tauseef Ahmed 

Pak 

20 

1 

*^2 

.i 

17 

2 27 

Wasim Akrani 

Pdk 

174 

d 

55 

i 

IK.n 

2 28 

Derek Pnngl*' 

Eng 

17 

1 

HO 

4 

2000 

2 .« 

f*hil Edmonds 

( ng 

20 

2 

78 

i 

26 00 

2 il 


TABLE 7 


Combined Figures For B&H Australia And Rothman’s Sharjah 
BATTING BOWLING 



Runs 

Scored 

Wkts 

l.ost 

Overs 

Faced 

Run-rate 
(Runs per 
over) 

Overs 

Bowled 

Wkts 

Taken 

Strike-rate 
(Wkts per 
100 balls) 

IND 

1233 

37 

305,4 

4 03 

. 315.5 

69 

3,64 

PAK 

1256 

53 

328.1 

3.82 

2962 

56 

3.14 

W1 

434 

16 

lt» 

4.13 

161.4 

21 

2 16 

AUS 

895 

41 

229,5 

3 89 

224.3 

31 

230 

NZ 

624 

31 

168.2 

3 70 

123.3 

17 

229 

ENG 

818 

46 

213 2 

3.83 

245 2 

35 

2 37 

sl 

307 

17 

89 4 

3 42 

72 5 

12 

2.74 


5567 

241 

1440 

386 

1440 

241 

2.78 


the 1987 World Cup. 

The only worrying thought: Will the 
slow, lack-lustre, placid, dead pitches 
in India and Pakistan provide the sort 


of exciting, absorbing, purposeful 
cricket we enjoyed on the sporting, 
well-grassed pitches with pronounced 
lift and turn in Australia and SKnriah’’ 
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Why Penny Cowdrey can’t accept tier divoiee 



Happy days In 1964...Penny and CoHn Cowdrey 


Till 

death 

do us 
part 

P ENNY COWDREY is one of those 
rare and obstinate women who 
went on praising her husband all the 
way to the divorce court last week 

She never accepted that ex Kent 
and England cricket captain Colin 
her husband of 22 years was acting in 
character when he left hpr for heiress 
Baroness Herries daughter of the late 
Duke of Norfolk 

Heaping devotion on his head she 
refused him divorce always hoping he 
would return 

Then on the eve of his petition for 
divorce on the grounds of five years 
seperation (in fact, they have been 
apart for seven) she was still irration 
ally but unswervingly, waiting for him 
to come home 

“I still adore him,” she said 

“I love him and have always loved 
him 1 can’t turn love into hate over 
night because he has left me ” 

She is beyond anger and beyond 
bitchiness 

And however neat, legal, and final 
no decree nisi Is going to alter this re* 
markable woman’s belief In the Hea 
ven-made quality of their marriage 
“There Is a great myth that divorce 
these days is a mutual deaston In the 
vast majority of Cases, it is entirely uni¬ 
lateral One of the partners is forced, 
one way or the other, to accommodate 
it We are In danger of treating divorce 
as a cosy thing 

Some people can never get over the 
pain They hatfe to come to terms with 
It as they do a bereavement" 

Radio personality Tt^ny Blackburn 
wore his bruised heart^on his sleeve- 
and on the air, to the uftiniate embar- 
mssment of hts fans for several years 

tM!)rrs«vaK,A»ai ir-n »«$ 


after his actress wife Tessa Wyatt left 
him 

I still haven t iccovered from it he 
confessed last year After eight years 1 
should have got over it but | haven't ’ 

Just in time he realised that he was 
doing his career no good by playing 
records and telling people about Tessa 
all the time 

But people who have loved and lost 
are seldom as charitable as Penny 
Cowdrey or Tony Blackburn ‘Their 
sentiments are very charming and gra 
tifying but they are also quite rare" 
says Dr Glenn Wilson of the Institute 
of Psychiatry More often than not 
you hear a whole lot of abuse 
, ‘People refuse to accept that the 
other partner has gone Reality ther 
apy is the only treatment The legal 
fact of divorce does not mean a lot to 
such people ' 


B ob WILLIS the scourge of the 
media, has lined himself up with a 
new job for the summer in the media 

The former England captain will 
join the BBC television commentary 
Team during the six Test A^es series 
against Australia 

And it will be fascinating to see how 
long it takes big Bob to upset his old 
teammates as much as the pundits 
used to upset him 

Wilhss change of roles was inevlta 
ble Alt Britain's fiercest critics seem tP 
finish up feeding from the hand they 
have been biting for years 

No one was more paranoiac about 
the- media than Steve Ovett until he 


march of divorce proceedtqss, fhe^ 
have no choice, “I cannot stotift;,’' says 
Penny 

Her first practical reaction 
husband's departure was to can the 
Samaritans A few months later she 
was found iinconsctous from a drusjf 
overdose 

Even though she later sold their 
£200.000 home In Limpsfield Chart- 
Surrey, she never dosed her new door 
to the possibility of recondltatlori “It 
would be nice if Colin joined Me Ih 
ere.' she swd "1 must live in ho^ 
otherwise there is nothing to liveTor. 

Penny is also sustained by a firm be 
lief in the marriage vows “We didn’t 
take them lightly to be discarded.” she 
said ‘As far as I am concerned. We are 
married and will remain so ” 

For Penny, a little legal difficulty last 
week will change nothing 


was invited to air his views as a com 
mentator 

Tew footballers were less approa 
chable than Denis Law and Martin 
Chivers but now they prattle away on 
the wireless as though they have al 
ways been the media men's best 
friends 

And then there is the classic case of 
Ian Botham, who says he hates the 
Press so much he never looks at a 
newspaper yet earns as much as a 
Fleet Street Journalist for giving his 
name to a ghosted column in one of 
them • 

I don't read it myself 

PAT GIBSON 

ts 


But faced with the irrevocable 

Big Bob changes sides 
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The day a new 

motorcycle star was 
born 


T he Isle of Man was buzzing with 
expectant excitement. The crystal 
clear air of that beautiful June morn¬ 
ing in 1950 seemed to tingle with the 
cheerful chatter of the thousands of vi¬ 
sitors as they hurried to all the vantage 
points around the twisting 373/4 miles 
of roads on which the Senior Tourist 
Trophy race was to be run. 

Huge crowds flocked to the stands 
and enclosures at Douglas where the 
greatest of all motorcycle T.T.’s would 
start and finish. Conditions for the 
race were perfect. Everything pointed 
to another great speed battle. Thrills, 
perhaps spills, records, sensations... 

At last the siren signalled to the pa¬ 
tiently waiting crowds that the riders 
were being called up to the start. All 
eyes were focused on the starting grid 
where a long procession of gleaming 
machines were being pushed into line 
by mechanics in oil-stained overalls. 

Heading the 75 contestants was 
Harold Oaniell, one of the “veterans” 
of the motorcycling world, three times 
winner of the Isle of Man Senior T.T. 
There, too, was Artie 3cll, winner In 
1948, and runner-up to Daniell the 
previous year. 

Other favourites in that line-up of 
world motorcycling aces were Johnny 
Lcxkett, Bob poster, Les Graham, Reg 
Armstrong-all possible winners of the 



Preliminaries at an end. Harold 
Daniell was given the flag and the 
1950 Senior T.T. was on. Even be¬ 
fore the No. 1 Norton had reached 
top speed, the second man was 
fbg^ off and then, every ten se¬ 
conds, others folibwed. 


Waiting patiently for his own 
charKe to g^ ^ng was "No. 57,” a 
young Lancashire rider from St. 
Helens-“G.E. Duke.” The name 
meant little to rhosi spectators. His 
only clairo to fame prior to 1950 
was that he had won the 1949 Sen¬ 
ior Clubman’s T.T., <|nd the Senior 
Manx T.T.,both amateur events. 

His performance had impressed the 
Norton wdrks . organisers and at the 
endr.of his first year |n tc^ ama^ 



He was riding with thf confi¬ 
dence o/a peteran... 


teur motorcycle racing he had been in¬ 
vited to join the works team. Now here 
he was awaiting the start of his first. 
Senior race as a professional, a col¬ 
league of those three great Norton 
aces. Daniell. Lockett and Bell. 

It was a case of a youthful “no¬ 
vice” against the enormous exper¬ 
ience of men who had become 
hardened In the nerve-racking bat¬ 
tles of many years of motorcycle 
racing. 

From the moment he pushed his 
Norton into action, crouched low 
over Its gleaming black tank and 
roared away In the wake of his fa¬ 
mous rivals, Geoff Duke provided 
the spectators with sensation^. 

But it was some minutes following 
the disappearance of the last of the 
starters before the packed crowds 
aloirg the finishing straight had their ^ 
first big thrill. It was the reappearance ; 
for the first time of Harold Daniell. The 
1W9 winner was riding with all the 
calm confidence of years in the saddle. ' 

His Norton team-mates, Artie Bell 
and Johnny Lockett, followed closely 
and screamed out of sight down Bray 
Hill. Now all eyes turned to the big 
scoreboards. A delighted roar rose 

from the crowd as they saw Danlell’s 
figures appear in the No. 1 frame. 


He had completed his first lap in 25 
minutes 16 seconds-a speed of 89.53 
mllee an hour, just a fraction better 
than his winning average speed a year 
earlier. 

“He'll smash all the records today,” 
said one of his pit staff. “If that's his 
speed from a standing start, what will 
he touch when he really gets going?” 

Minutes later, however, that piechc- 
tion seemed a trifle hasty... 

Seconds after No. 57-Geoff Duk#^ 
roared past the stands, the figures that 
were flashed up on the scoreboard 
drew a great gasp of surprise from fit* 
fans. 

Geoff Duke had taken only 24 min¬ 
utes 47 seconds for his first lap-a 
speed of 91.38miies an hour. It was in¬ 
credible. Yet it was not a new lap 
record, for the first circuit was more 
than a hundred yards short of the full 
circuit. 

It wasn’t long before the lap record 
went, however, the record of 91 miles 
an hour, set up by Harold Daniell in 
1938. 

Tension mounted as the riders 
screamed past in a rapid procession at 
the completion of the ^ortd tap. It 
was Artie Beil, one of the Norton stars, 
who was first to better the previous re 
cord. His speed was 90.27. 

Hardly had the cheering died away 
than Duke roared into view again. Up 
.went his second lap time-and a speed 
of 93.01 miles an hour. Duke, riding in 
his first Senior T.T. as a professional 
works rider, had shatterkl the pre¬ 
vious lap record. 

The name of Geoff Duke was now 
ringing round the 373/4 mile circuit. 

The quiet Lancashire lad in the 
whitej helmet was not only in the lead 
but improving his position with every 
rev of his beautifully tuned eqgine. 
The young man from St. Helens In¬ 
clude in the Norton team mainly to 
gain experience, was proving himself a. 
sensation. Harold Daniell was drop¬ 
ping bad< fast and only Artie Bell 
seemed likely to offer any real chal¬ 
lenge. 

Overleaf 
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By Ken RoseWall 


Is Mats breaking through? 


I T IS RELATIVELY easy for a dedi 
cated player to advarKe from, sSy, 
300 on the world computer up to 100 
— and not immensely difficult to 
continue upwards into the fifties. 

Getting above that is really hard 
work to progress, and once you are in 
the top ten or fifteen, it often seems 
impossible This is partly due to the 
small but definite classes right at the 
top. 

■fake the annual W^htman Cup 
contest between USA and Great 
Britain. Chris Evert Lloyd stood out 
on her own in the American team. No 
player in her team would stand much 
chance against Mrs Lloyd. Yet she, in 
turn, is no longer any serious threat to 
Martina Navratilova. 

1 know that Mrs. Lloyd is an 
extremely proud player, who has 
worked with such effort and 
dedication over the past year that any 
trade union* leader would be likely to 
burst a blood vessel if any of his flock 
put in even half her work quantity and 
rate. 

It has been written by statisticians, 
that winning just one point out of 
every run of 100 mistakes on the way, 
will bnng about a four jxr cent 
increase in match wins. Tha^ one 
extra point won instead of lost — just 
one per cent of change — can bring 
about four times that percentage of 
match wins. 

Players know afcout this, and they 
strive mightily to improve that 
seemingly srtiall amount. Study the 
world computer rankings for a year or 
so, and you will learn that only a 


handful of those on it go on and on up 
the rankings, until they reach top or 
better positions. 

So in mens tennis, we seem to have 
a clear-cut “pecking order”. John 
McEnroe is undoubtedly top of the 
tree, followed by Ivan lendl and then 
Jimmy Connors. There have been 
temporary shuffling among the three 
of them, but few people would argue 
against that McEnroe, Lendl, 
Connors order of standings. 



Mats Wilander... will he 
break the “top class only” 
barrier? 

However, a short snatch of Mats 
Wilander beating Jimmy Connors 
early in November, suggested that 
Wilander has managed to ascend that 
extra one per cent. That he beat 
Connors might not have been 
particularly significant. The way he 
did it certainly was. 

Remember, just over two years 


a^, he become the youngest-ever 
wanner of one of the Grand Slam 
singles championships — in this case 
the FrerKh Open — and one year 
later he scored another sensational 
triumph by outplaying Lendl in the 
Australian Open final. Yet despite 
those two wins, Wilander never 
seemed to have established himself on 
the same strata as McEnroe-Lendl- 
Connors. 

Having watched that small news 
clip, I now wonder if he has scaled that 
final barrier. Certainly, his purpose¬ 
fulness and businesslike confidence 
was impressive; but to me, one shot 
captured my mind. There was a tong 
and fierce rally in which both men hit 
very hard, Connors eventually 
following a strong approach shot to 
the net. 

The tempo of that rally would 
normally have ensured a flashing 
attempt by Wilander to hit a clean 
passing shot. As he ran quickly and 
wound up his swing, it looked as if he 
was ^ing for a passing shot. Instead, 
running at top speed aito looking like a 
man about to explode a shot, he hit 
with great power... but high over the 
net, and with the heavy spin that 
brought the bail down just w/ithin the 
baseline. 

That job, coming out of a 
determine, hard-hitting rally, really 
caught my mind, for it contained the 
skill and thought normally reserved 
for a McEnroe. 1 shall watch him 
carefully in 1985, to see if he has 
broken the “top class only” barrier. 


SENSATIONS OF SPORT... 
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All round the circuit with its 
hundreds of comers and bends, each 
providing hazards that could cause 
disaster, Geoff Duke was winning the 
ever growing admiration of the thou¬ 
sands of spectators His style was 
immaculate, his comenng superb 

The fifth lap ended. It was another 
new lap record. Duke had covered the 
circuit in 24 minutes 16 seconds-a 
speed of 93.33 miles an hour .Harold 
DanieU’s first ever 91 mile-an-hour lap 
record had lasted 12 years. Now it had 
been beaten twice in less than two 
hours by Geoff Duke! 

The.great crowds eagerly watching 
the scoreboards failed to see Duke’s pit 
mnpager standing on the nearby wall 
shaking his fist at the young Norton 
teafn member. He had orders him to 
slow down after the previous lap, but 
Duke had taken little notice, it was not 


blg-headedness-}ust sheer confidence 
in himself and his machine. 

From then until the finish it was a 
ride of triumph for “The Duke”-except 
for one dread moment. With only 
about four miles to go, his Norton mis¬ 
fired, spluttered, and then picked up 
again. 

Two minutes later to the accom¬ 
paniment of a deafening roar of cheer¬ 
ing, Geoff Duke overtook his team¬ 
mate Artie Beil and flashed past the 
chequered flag. It was an amazing fin¬ 
ish to a sensational race for it was 
discovered that his misfire had been 
caused by the fact that his tank was 
ALMOST DR Yi 

The lad who had lived for motorcy¬ 
cles since his school-days, had outrid¬ 
den the greatest riders in the sport, and 
had won his first Isle of Man Senior 


T.T. with a new record average speed 
of 9Z27 miles an hour. Nortons fin¬ 
ished first, second and third-Duke, 
Bell and Lockett, with the former 
champion, Harold Daniell, in fifth 
place. 

A new motorcycling star was bom 
on that sunny June day in 1950^eolf 
Duke, fthe Lancashire lad, who paid 
10s. for his first motorcycle. 

When he was interviewed after his 
sensational first Senior T.T. triumph 
he was asked ii he would like to sit 
down. 

With that beaming smile that was to 
make him so popular he replied; “No 
thanks. I’m not tired. I’ve been lying 
down ail the morning.” 

What an understatement! 
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T)AN1EL passarella 

Argentina’s star 
head-in—air! 


By Debabrata Chowdhury 

A rgentina despite producmy and 1974 that they rcachea the ficult task in his hand Even though he 

some* really outstanding players quarter finals had some fine players like Mario 

over the years did not have a World 5 q when the military junta gave the Kempes Daniel Bertoni and Lcopoldo 

Cup record to be proud of — until of green signal to Asociacion del Futbo! Luque up front a wing half of the ca 

course they actually won it in 197H Argentine (the Argentine Football Fe libre of Osvbldo Ard'les and an attack 

Runners up to Uruguay in the inau deration) to host the World Cup in ing wing backin Alberto Tarantini he 

gural tournament at Montevido in 1978 they made it clear that no effort further needed a man who could gal 

1930 the Argentines failed to qualify should be spaied to win the tourna vanue the whole team He looked 

in 1954 and 1970 Pulling out on their ment It would mean a victory for the around and found his Man Fndiy in 

own in 1938 and 1950 they were cli players for Argentina and above all Daniel Passarella whom he promptly 

minated in the first round in 1934 for the military regime itself made the skipper 

1958 and 1962 and It was onlv in 1960 Coach Cesar Menotti now had a dif In the end Argentina won the Cup 



Ariienifna's skipper Daniel Passarella thwarts an Italian striker in the '82 Spain World Cup 








SUPERSTARS OF SOCCER-? 



defeating Holland in the \final but It 
looked doubtful if they could really fin¬ 
ish on top had there been no Passarel- 
la in their defence which was always 
suspect. 

True the Argentines received help¬ 
ing hands from the flaccid referees, 
true Kempes scored a few great goals 
but above all it was PassareTia, Menot- 
ti's right hand man, whose contribu¬ 
tion towered above everything else 

A strong who could be ruthless at 
times, he not only did his best to guard 
his own goal but at every conceivable 
opportunity, particularly during corn¬ 
ers and free-kicks, he would move up 
to have a cAck at the opponents’ cita¬ 
del as welt 

No wonder, he scored more goals 
than others while he was under Men- 
otti and, do not forget, he played as a 
central defender 

He however, is so talented that 
MenottI could have used him as a 
wing-half or for that matter, a striker, a 
position in which he used to play at the 
beginning of his career 

Born in 1953 in Chacabuco, he first 
joined the local club Argentines - not 
to be confused with the more famous 
Argentinos Juniors - from where he 
moved to Sarmiento. 

Still a striker, playing on the left side 
position, he sub^uently Joined River 
Plate of Buenos Aires. Along with FC 
Oeste, Estudlantes de la Plata, Rosario 
Central, Independiente and Boca Jun¬ 
iors, River Plate usually dominate the 
Argentine football and the reason is 
not hard to find 

In 19bl, for example, they had as 
many as eight World cuppers in the’r 
rank - Fillol, Tarantinl, Alonso, Ortiz. 
Houseman, Luque, Kempes and Pas- 
sarella - and had little trouble to clinch 
the national title. 

Passarella, in his debut game for 
River Plate, against Boca Juniors, 
played as a left-back but subsequently 
he switched over to the central defend¬ 
er position, a place he has stuck to 
since then. 

His greatest strength is in the air and 


on his day, there is simply nobody In 
the world who can beat him In a head¬ 
ing duel. His other strength Is his speed ’ 
which he exhibits in abundance when 
falling back to thwart an opponent's 
counter-attack 

He is also a fine reader of the game 
and can literally sniff a good situation 
which he Immediately turns to his 
team’s advantage 

But above everything else, it is his 
Indomitable courage that has made 
him what he Is today - one of the best 
.central defenders in the world 

When Holland all but turned the ta¬ 
bles in the 1987 World Cup final, after 
getting the equaliser through a bril¬ 
liant header from substitute Dirk 
Nanninga, it was Passarella alone who 
remained calm and confident 

Of Course it was he who viciously el¬ 
bowed that brilliant Dutch winghalf 
Johan Neeskens and put him out of 

His greatest strength 
is in the air... 


further action in the extra time. But 
which modern defender, it should te 
said for argument’s sake, would allow 
•a versatile opponent like Neeskens to 
have a clear passage^ 

His courage and his belief in his own 
ability was evident again in Spain 
where he was fighting an already lost 
battle. With Luque unavailable; 
Kempes, Tarantini, Ardiles and Ber- 
toni all hopelessly out of their best 
form and Diego Maradona under con¬ 
stant surveillance, it was Passarella 
who bore the brunt of the pressure ex¬ 
erted by the opponents 

But despite all this, he managed to 
get two goals which sadly was not en¬ 
ough for his side but which gave 
further proof of his ability under ad¬ 
verse conditions. 

But even such a touch and brave 
man as Passarella found his life hard 
when he joined Fiorentina of Italy after 


me 


the World Cup in 1982was over. 

Passarella though earning in the re¬ 
gion of $ 8.CXX) per month from River 
Plate knew that in terms of paying abi¬ 
lity none, at least the Argentina teams, 
could compete with the Italian and 
Spanish clubs. But intelligent as he Is 
he opted for the less violent Co/cio and 
took his national team mate Daniel 
BertonI along with him. 

Fiorentina. one of whose patrons is 
famous film director Franco Zefflerelli, 
is not a great^lub but when they ad¬ 
ded Passarella and Bertoni (who has 
gone over to Napoli this season) to a 
squad which already contained Italian 
midfielder Giancarlo AntognonI and 
forward Francesco Graziani. they be¬ 
gan to ei'.pect great things 

Instead the Florence club were eli¬ 
minated in the first round of the Italian 
cup, knocked out by relatively unkn- 
won Craiova of Romania in the UEFA 
Cup and literally struggled to keep th¬ 
eir nose out of water in the league. 

PaSsarella naturally came m for 
higfi criticism which he did not xcep- 
tion to some of the words used against 
him that he thumped one of his critics 
That only added fuel to the fire and an 
exasperated Passarella said; “The Ita¬ 
lian Press is even worse than the 
Argentir.c Press.” 

Passarella however was aware that 
the only way to silence the critics was 
to play well and this he began to do 
from mid-season and although he* 
could not bring any glory to the club, 
nobody was blaming him anymore 

To qualify for the next World Cup 
Argentina will have to play Colombia. 
Peru and Venezuela In South Ameri¬ 
can Group I and even if they make it to 
Mexico In the end. Passarella who will 
be 34 then, may not accompany the 
team ^ 

But that will not make him a forgot¬ 
ten man in his country and whenever 
the Argentines will reminisce about th¬ 
eir team’s victory of 1978. they will 
certtUnly and inevitably reminisce 
about the great deeds of their national 
skipper as ^11. 

by Marcus. 
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MORTEM 

By David D’Souza 


Requiem for Indian soccer 


B ring out the sack cloth Sinq out 
the dirge Let 4 say o requiem for 
Indian Football 

Drawn in the easiest group the much 
tom torned new look India limped 
faltered and died out of the qualifi, 
inq race of the Pre Olympic soccc r 
match against least fancied Indone 
sia in Calcutta 

No amount of cheers and leq ups from 
the home cron d galvanise J 'he 
home country/ to uin for them a 
strategic uictorg a win agairisi this 
team which would have brought In 
dia into the seiond round of this 
important tournament 

Fwo months ago in C ochin whr n In 
dia lost their super lead against 
Algeria and fell flat on their lai e 
against Morocio in the Fourth 
Nthru Gold Cup International a 
coach was so disgusted at the In 
dian peifornianit that he pro 
posed albeit to himself that In 
dia would do well at organising th 
ese shindigs rather than /'orticipat 
mg in them 

I tnie and again the Ind an hopes hat e 
alwags lingered eternal in the In 
d'an breast and that s the leason 
of them ticing out then ill fated 
luck against ar,\, loincis in interna 
tionc,! lourriamenls with the hope 
that the^ might strike gold 

And time and again wc have come 
back older but III) wiser iritheuacs 
of modern soccer beaten hack to 
the duslg plains to match our u its 
in the Colonial game u Inch of re 
cent weeks we have proved that 
we are the ('hampions epeket 


Fhe team composition earlier had gi 
ven enough grist for the mill of 
Press to uell foul but to this co 
lurnnist had found ueiy little to rant 
and rave and had endorsed the 
team selection as the nicest ue 
(ou/d muster 

Rut then i.ou realise how presump 
lions can go awrv This was a dead 
ing match for India who needed a 
win onhj I he 12 defeat against 
the same team auap from home 
played heavily on the psychology 
of the individual players and they 
squandered away glorious 
chances 

Before the equaliser was netted in the 
fag end of the match prodigality 
was the name of the game and In 
dia did everything but punt the in 
flated spheroid between the tw(> 
posts 

F rom the National level we come 
down to the club level and the ninth 
I ederation Cup football tournament 
to he held in Bangalore from April 1 7 
will see lb top clubs from the country 
participating 

This year s tournament has taken new 
dimensions as the top club the 
u inner will make it to the Aston 
Club championship to be held in 
Dubai later ill May 

Mohd Sporting will be mustering all 
their resources and talent to make 
this tournament an event to re 
member for them as they are in a 
line for a hattrick - a run of victor 
les which began in 1983 

I he hederation Cup incidentally has 


seen an all Calcutta affair since 
1977 arid the only time that outsid 
ers took hold of the trophy was in 
1979 in Guwahati when BSF beat 
Bombay s Mafatlal 3 0 in the re 
played final 

Mafatlal the team that is now unfor 
tunately disbanded due to the 
scrapping of their sports budget 
had another look in into the final 
rtjund in 1982 also hut they lost to 
Mohun Ragan by a solitary goal 
margin 

That u>as the year when Mohun Bagan 
(ompleted the three in a row vie 
tones and that was the last time till 
date that they were to hold on to 
the glittering prize 

Mohd Sporting took over from them 
the next year when they beat the 
holders 2 0 at Cannanore the her 
oes of the day were the two Ira 
mans Jamshed Nassiri and Mafid 
Bakhsai 

The tall moustachioed striker 
Jamshed made Mohd Sporting s 
day the next year again when he 
booted home the match winner 
against the spirited F oj>( Bengal 
the goal tinning out to be the only 
goal scored in the match which was 
against the run of play for Mohd 
Sporting 

Now Mohd Sporting will do ei erylh 
ung in the poii er to gel the name of 
the club insciibed on the Cup for 
the third time in su( cession ' 

But the final list of the transfers has not 
trickled to this column at the time 
of writing and much u ill depend on 
the composition of the team 



Mohd. Sporting (right) the winners and East Bengal the runners-up pose for a group pre after last year's 
Fed Cup Final 
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WORLD CUP SOCCER: 1986 


With the Mexico World Soccer Cup finals little more than a year 
away, the* argument about heat and altitude is raging again. One 
star at least believes success on the field can make climate prob¬ 
lems disappear. 
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Platini shrugs off 
climate worries 


By Keir Radnedge 


M ichel PI.ATINI. arguably the 
world’s top footballer, beheves 
the problems of playing in Mexico may 
have been exaggerated That will 
come as a great relief to many players 
and managers around the world 
In little more than a year, the stars 
of 23 nations will descend on Mexico 
for the World Soccer Cup finals, and 
already there is controversy over the 
conditions players will have to face 

Platini, captain of the French na¬ 
tional team and inspiration of Italy’s 
Juventus, is not pretending it will be 
easy 

He said, “There will be problems, of 
course People talk about the altitude 
and the heat and the smog and so on - 
as well as the problems of playing in 
the midday heat (to suit European 
television) 

“But to my mind the only ’natural’ 
problem will be the altitude As for the 
rest - well, it’s amazing how a little bit 
of success can carry you through ’’ 

Platini made his comments in an 
interview to be published soon in a 
new British magazine. Soccer Interna 
tional Clearly he believes the difficul 
tics of playing in Mexico have been 
overstated 

Backing Platini is Herman Neuber 
ger, president of the West German 
federation, senior vice-president of 
FIFA and president of its World Cup 
organising committee 

He .says medical reports to FIFA 
(Federation of International Football 
Associations) indicate that properly- 
trained professionals should have no 
problems withstanding the heat 
Neubcrger harks back to the suc¬ 
cessful World Cup finals staged in 
Mexico in 1970. “Those finals were 
played with noon kick-off times. Simi¬ 
lar times have been unanimously 
agreed by the organising committee 
and we have had no official objec¬ 
tions.” 

Of course not. Federations round 
the world can make a lot of money 
through the World Cup share-out 



Michel Platini... problems of pfoyfng In Mexico have been exagge¬ 
rated 
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Also, It's not the committee men who 
have to run out and kick a ball about 

But there is a significant chorus of 
dissent, one voice being that of 
Northern Ireland manager coach Billy 
Bingham a former professional 
player 

He was one of FIFA’s official 
observers at the World Youth Cup in 
Mexico two years, ago and said, “The 
sun was so hot at midday that I could 
not stay In it longer than five minutes 

‘What It was like to play, 1 can't 
imagine 1 believe that at those times of 
day when it is hottest, European teams 
will have no chance because of both 
the heat and the humidity ’ 

Bingham tried in vain to prompt a 
Bntlsh protest He said “The whole 
thing is geared to commercialisation 
and television and 1 don’t agree with 
that 

‘1 can fell you from my experience 
that every team playing a European 
style will struggle because of the 
oxygen debt caused by altitude and 
humidity 

'There is a solution to take teams 
out there three weeks early But then 
there is the danger of boredom 1 doubt 
whether players could stand it ’’ 

Sports doctors first began finding 
out about the effects of heat and 


j ist the pace ot one game let aiuiie tne 
entire tournament he has said 

Wolfisberg believes heat will be 
more a threat than the altitude He 
said “Before we weifl to Mexico we 
played one game against Colombia at 
Bogota, which Is 7,500 ft (2,300 m) 
above sea level Yet it was not the altl 
tude which caused my players any 
problems ’’ 

But Wolfisberg did echo Platini’s 
opinion that the successful, confident 
team will cope better physically be 
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when ''c tour semi finalists were 
Brazil, Uruguay and Italy, plus the 
“outsider ’ West Germany 

Whatever Neubergers claims the 
official FIFA technical study from 
1970 does point to problems of adjust 
ment 

It said “West Germany and Italy 
shared the feeling of several managers^ 
that the heat and consequent loss of 
body moisture turned out to be a 
greater problem than altitude 


Men such as Platini, Alain Giresse, and Tigema (France). Antognoni, Rossi and 
Conti (Italy) and Spain's Juan Senor and Butragueno are likely to do well in the 
finals 


altitude of the human body at the 
1968 Olympics in Mexico City Then 
came the 1970 World Cup 

The knowledge gained has been 
published and shared around the 
world, and the 24 finalists in 1986 
should be thoroughly prepared 

Several European nations have 
already been doing their homework 
East Germany recently played a series 
of fnendly matches at high altitudes in 
Ecuador and Bolivia 

In June of this year England, Italy 
and West Germany will be out in 
Mexico And Poland Bulgaria and 
Switzerland have recently been there 

The latter three nations took part in 
a mini tournament to open the one 
new stadium which has been buik for 
the World Cup, the 40,000 capacity 
La Corregidora in Querctaro 

Swiss team coach Paul Wolfisberg 
believes that teams who can pass the 
ball accurately and maintain posses 
Sion will have an advantage in Mexico 

“Conserving energy is Important 
Those teams who cannot keep the ball 
for long and who have to go out and 
fight to get it back will not be able to 


cause Its mental attitude is good 

Wolfisberg said ‘Imagination will 
be needed The teams with most ima 
gination will conquer first the condi 
tions and then their rivals ’’ 

Imagination tends to be the pre 
serve of the South Amcncans, in parti 
cular Brazil - three times world cham 
pions and the winners in Mexico in 
1970 - as well as Argentina, Uruguay 
and Peru 

But the southern European nations 
such as France, Italy and Spain are 
also noted for technical ability 

Men such as Platini, Alain Giresse 
and Jean Tigana of Franep, Giancarlo 
Antognoni, Paolo Rossi and Bmno 
Conti of Italy and Spain’s Juan Senor 
and Emilio Butragueno are likely to do 
well in the finals 

Mexico’s own manager, the Yugos 
lav Bora Milutinovic, fears France 
most among the Europeans He be 
lieves the current European cham 
pions have the vision and intelligence 
to pace their game correctly, especially 
guided by an intelligent midfielder 
such as Platini 

The geographical theory appears to 


It praised the Uruguayans for their 
approach to Mexico Their squad had 
left their sea level capital Montevideo 
SIX weeks before the start of the World 
Cup finals and played four matches at 
altitude in Bogota and Quito before 
arriving in Mexico two and a half 
weeks before the tournament 

Not all nations can undertake such 
preparation, however The European 
season does not end until shortly 
before the World Cup begins 

And let those European nations 
remember the_ words of England s 
Bobby Charlton years later When I 
looked in a mirror it was clear what 
this World Cup had begun to take out 
of me 

‘The skin was drawn light across 
my cheekbones and 1 looked emaciat 
ed We’d all lost an incredible amount 
of weight during the games Later in 
the year I was shown a photograph 
taken a month after returning from 
Mexico I looked disturbingly thin 

Platini could be in for a nasty sur 
prise 

Compass News Features 
Keir Radnedge is associate editor 
of World Soccer magazine 
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Shocking declaration 

SW Correspondent 


T o SAY THE least Alex Vaz’s de 
claration, as reported In the press, 
IS shocking His assertion that the re 
frees were not bound to submit the re 
p6rt to the committee when the Infr 
Ingments warranted nothing higher 
than yellow or a red card is un 
tenable and goes totally against the 
Laws of the Game and the Interna 
tional Board’s decisions as well as the 
regulations of the Federation Interna 
tkmale de Football Association 

The president of the Bombay Foot 
Jiall Refrees Association obviously was 
rebutting the charge of the Bombay 
District Football Association secretary 
that refrees are being unhelpful by not 
submitting reports and which by infer 
ence led to the protest by State Bank 
of India against Tata Electnc fielding 
Clarence Roberts for the semi final of 
the J C Maitra Cup last week despite 
having two yellow cards against him in 
the competition 

But the former president of the 
Bombay Refrees ^sociation surely 
could not have forgotten the intent of 
Law V. even if he has the exact text of 
the law concerning refrees 
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Doe* Alex Vox not know the 
rule*? 

Law V (e) etatea; From the time he 
enters the held of play, caution any 
player guilty of misconduct or un- 
gentlemanly behaviour and. If he per¬ 
sists, suspend him for further partici¬ 
pation in the game. In $uch*cases the 
refree shall send the name of the of¬ 
fender to the competent authority, 
within the stipulated time, and In ac 
cordancc with the provisions set by the 
National Association under whose Jur¬ 
isdiction the match was played 


Decision (4) of the International 
Board cm Law V states: The refree 
shall report to the appropriate author- 
. ity misconduct or any misdemeanour 
on the part of spectators, officials, 
players, named substitutes or other 
persons which take place either on the 
field of play or in Its vMnity at any time 
prior to, during, or after the match in 
question so that appropriate action 
can be taken by the Authority con 
cerned' 

Paragraph 4 of Article 11 (1) of 
the Regulations of the F.LFj\. 
states: Eor each International match 
and for each match in a tournament 
the refree must furnish a report to the 
FI F.A and to the National Associa¬ 
tion in whose territory the match or 
tournament was played, not later than 
48 hours after the complehon of the 
match stating the reasons for any dis¬ 
ciplinary action taken. Including cau 
tions and dismissals 

Article 20 (4) of the same regula¬ 
tions states: The official form of the 
Federation for the Refree's Report 
must be handed to the refree by his as 
sociation when' he is appointed The 
refree must personally send this report 
duly completed within 48 hours after 
the match to the Secretariat of the FI- 
FA 

It is difficult to believe that even a 
Class HI probationary refree would not 
be aware of the significance of Law V 
and the decisions of the International 
Board on that 

For that is the law which invests In 
him the power to ensure that the game 
is played fairly and its good image is 
kept up ‘ 

And a rafree who rises to become an 
international panel member and does 
International games cannot truthfully 
plead Ignorance of the F,I F A. regula¬ 
tions b^ause he cannot have failed to 
observe them. Not even when he is 
no longer on the panel of Interna¬ 
tional refreea. 

And certainly not when an inter¬ 
national refree becomes an instruc¬ 
tor of the national, Aslan and worid 
controlling body. Yet the declata- 
tlon of the refrees’ Instructor of the 
All-India Football Federation, the 
A^n Footbah Confederation and 
the Federation Internationale de Foot¬ 
ball Association gives you nagging, 
disturtrfng doubts 

Especially about die Impact he 
will nave on refrces-whom he in¬ 
structs 


3g 


spoRTsweeK, AiMi tr satw 






1 dt^lWORlDT.t.CHAMWONSHIP 





China sweep all 
but one 


By A Special Correspondent 


T he CHINESE dominance of table 
tennis continues unabated The 
masters ping pong yet once more 
swept aside all opposition in the recent 
World Championship at Gothenburg 
to take home almost all the titles 

They brought their tally of world ti 
ties to 48 The only crown to elude 
them this time was the men s doubles 
like in Okso a couple of years ago In 
Novisad (Yugoslavia! in 1081 the 
mighty Chinese had walked away with 
all the titles There was some talk of 
the Chinese deliberately getting eli 
minated from the doubles race this 
time to allow hosts Sweden a fac< 
saving victory 

And the Swedish pan of Mikael Ap 
pleqren and Ulf Carlssoii duly won thr 
title by beating the Czech pair of Jin 
cinch Pansky and Milan Orlowsky in 
the final 

hang lialang the top seed and 
world number one who had played the 
key role in helping C hina to retain the 
men s team championship title easily 
defeated compatriot Chen Longcan 
21 14 21 21 21 18 in the final 

Jiang the 21 year old haid hitting 
right handed penholder gave ample 
evidence of his calibre and indicated 
that most of his career is still ahead of 
him 

Cao Yanhua the top woman player 
for quite some time now won tbc wo 
mens title for the second successive 
time Cao a 22 year old right handed 
penholder hit a series of forehand 
winners to subdue Geng 1 i)uan 21 12 
21 16 10 21i 21 16 in an all Chinese 
final 

Cao became the seventh yeoman to 
achieve the dual since the champion 
ship began in 1927 and the first since 
North Korea s Pak Yuk Sun equalled 
the feat in 1977» 

In her fourth world championship 
Cao won her seventh gold medal She 
helped China win the team champion 
ship for the fourth time running She 
teamed up with Cai Zhenhua to win 
the mixed doubles 

Chen, who played as crucial a role 
as Jiang in China's vir|ory in the team 
championship however faltered in 
facing his more accomplished team 
mate Chen played bravely but he was 


iiowhcu neir Innc} when it came to 
spGc*d t ic curai y 

8o (ai I Illy (ice C luncse h ive won 
the mens title since Jung Kuo lung 
won the drown fcji ( hina (or the first 
lime in 19b J I hey have won the sin 
gles on c ighi occ isions so fai 


in 1981 and 1981 Hsi Lnci lung 
triumphed in 197 i 

In the team championship the 
Chinese men blanlCed hosts Swedm 
SO to retain the title Hkii women 
louled North Korea 1 0 in *hc final t< 

keep the title 


I he only ( liinese to claim the title 
three limes was t huang I sc lung 
from 191)1 to 19t)b Ciuc) Yuchua won 


China s triumph w ts marred by on 
usual scenes during the worn* n s final 
Chinese official Zheng Miii Zhi was oi 



Cuo I'uririuu .aiyuuoty me oest women s piayer won the title for 
the second year In succession 


IT 23, m> 
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WORLD TT 


('( t! off the playinq arena for illegal 
( ichirig What made the whole epi 
xk iidiculous was the fact that the 
< hiiuie hardly needed any coaching 
iroi I tin Sidelines 

1 h< t niy scare the C hinesc men got 
ua at the hands of South Korean 
ii I n who extended them to the maxi 
numi I ht teams were* level 4 4 and in 


the decider Jiang had to use all his 
guile and expenence to overcome Ahn 
JacHyungZl 19 21 15 

The Korean s display was shocking 
as they had themselves lost 2 5 to 
Hong Kong earlier in the day 

The final positions were 

Men 1 China 2 Sweden 1 Po 


land 4 Japan 5 North Korea 6 
Yugoslavia 7 C ^e^hoslovakla 8 
Prance 9 South Korea 10 England 
11 Hong Kong 12 India 

Women 1 C hina 2 North Korea 
3 South Korea 4 Holland 5 USSR 
6 I lungary 7 Japan 8 C/echoslova 
kia 9 England 10 f ranee 11 
Romania 12 Swcdin 


Indian men fare well 


T ut INIIIAN participants in th* 
W irld I able Ttnnis Champion 
lii[)s I in (I reasonably well in the tcain 
(tnnip iiisfiips but lut a sr rry ftgurtr 
lib ndividinU vents 
()nlv two rnidt it to the second 
r im I Init lost therr 

In the overall standings Indian men 
kku 12ih and the u,omen finished 
i hi ini II lost tht fight 0 5 for the 
I I ill plifi with I long Kong The wo 
I III I kitid Austiia 1 1 to push 
il i 111 ' ) iIk 2()th rung on thi ladder 
I Ik Indian womt n were off to a fly 
n j stilt III (>roup t of category'll! 

I 1 111 Pun md Vyoma Parikh com 
I nc I t k inolish New. Zealand JO 
Vi rp wi I Inf iiKsia J 1 and swamp 
Austi I ■' 1 

II iwivcr thiv met with their first 
u vrsi It thi tiands of the United 
^t ill losing 0 J Indu and Vyoma 
I {iin I lint (I iiands to htlp India pre 
I I I over Australia 


In the men s sertion the trio of 
Kamlesh Mehta S Sriram and Suiiv 
Ghorpade were instrumental in e^in 
mg India two creditable victories 1 hev 
defeated Italy 5 2 

But their second triumph wis mon 
praiseworthy After being 0 J down 
and on the verge of defeat the Indians 
bounted back to down Denmark S 4 
for a stunning result 

Sweden and Prance beat India 1 S 
and J 5 respectively But overall it 
was an impressive display by th< In 
dians who had managed to avoid rc le 
gation (An IT FF decision later did 
away with the categories and the 
competition was thrown open to all) 

In the men s singles first round Srir 
am registered a straight games win 
over Welshman Nigel Fhomas with 
out conceding a single point 

Kamlesh had to face Yuqoslavias 
Dragutin Surbek in the first round and 


lost 11 21 14 2J I') 21 

Monalisa Baim got the Utter of 
Soung I an f US 21 IS 12 21 11 21 
22 20 21 IS to iityincc into the se 
iondlound 

In lu I uii Vvoiii I Pirikh mil Sujay 
(jhorprdc all ' )sl thiir lii-.t round 
m Itches while Arun Jyoti Biiua V 
C hrindi miouii mil Niyoti Roy failed 
to make it from the gii iliiyiiig round 

In the second tounil Srirmi lost to 
Sweden s Im Saldni r 11 21 12 21 

1(> 2) and Mi mitvi vis be ilt n 1 J 21 
0 -’1 S 21 in ( him (k n j 1 i )i m 

7lu loul li s pur )f K mill sli mil 
Stirmihowid lutinllisii >ikI loimd 
to the t him SI III ) I f \ s (lilt mtl 
1 1 ng VI 

Ovir 700 oinp 'it is fti m SS m 
tions took part in tin i h mipiiuiships 



Hamh sh Me hta did creditably well but lost to Yugoslavia's DraUtIn Surbek In the first round RIGHT 
Srirom u,c nt Into the second round by upsetting Nigel Thomas of Wales 


i. 
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Big Brother of squash 


J UST before the 1984 British Open 
final David Miller of The Times 
commented Tonight the 32 year old 
Qamar Zaman will attempt the near 
impossible the wily veteran leopard is 
trying to feint his way past a tignsh 
young champion who is perhaps the 
most complete of all reigning sports 
professionals 

Jehangir has the immovable tern 
peramcnt of a Borg or a Laver the 
condensed power of a Palmer the 
reflexes of a Carl Lewis the resilience 
of a Daley Thompson Prom what I 
know from those who were there at 
the time perhaps only Pred Perry has 
been such a complete master of both 
technique and winning temperament 
in an individual ball striking game 

.Jehangir s record in this event was 
casting a spell on his opponents He 
destroyed Jahan in the 1981 82 final 
annihilated Awad last year and took a 
shade under an hour to overwhelm 
Zaman last Apnl 

His record in the Masters was equal 
ly impressive Enough to make Dudley 
Word the UK Sales Manager of ICl 
comment 1 his is the third time in as 
many yeais that 1 ve presented Jehan 
gir with the trophy The way he s going 
hell have more pierspex than ICl 
Perspex of course is the revolutionary 
laminated all transparent squash 
couit used very successfully last yeaf 

Do you ever get bored'* 1 asked 
Jehangir The champion like some of 
his illustrious predecessors is a man of 
few words Every tournament is a 
new challenge I enjoy winning he 
commented 

It was perhaps for the first time 
since April 1981 that one suspected a 
chink in his armour Chris Dittmar the 
stylish Australian and the elegant Kiwi 
Stuart Davenport had extended him 
But both had t^en kept in check 
"I lose the odd game but you have 
to go back to November 1981 to find 
someone who t*ok me to f*ve games 
said the mercurial Pakistani 

Today he is the Big Brother of 
squash He is set to become the game s 
first millionaire 

There is a queue of sponsors lurking 
around, with blank cheque books 
Even the Amencans have been spell 
bound and the champion has beaten 
their best at soft-ball their own version 
of squash 

At 14 Jehangir had won the 
ap^-rawMK April 17 sa i«a 



Jehangtr Khan... always alms 
higher 


Pakistani Junior title Hes only 21 
now (jone IS the boyish image of a few 
years ago when he was part of the 
Wembley crowd 

1 odav he has a tremendous follow 
ing A film on his achievements was 
tnade by a Middle East marketing firm 
and sold for a reported £250 000 

How does he do it-* His answer 
sounds simple I pray 1 practice 


and so it goes on He s extraordinarily 
fit and has developed some remark 
able reflexes 

Zaman the stroke playing genius 
could (and possibly still can) beat thei 
rest his stumbling block is a magnifi 
cent athlete thirteen years his junior 
who only allows him an occasional 
look in 

Even Hunt at his very best could not 
do to Zaman what Jehangtr can He 
makes It look easy as he floats past his 
opponents and wntes his name on yet 
anotner trophy 

Have we seen the best of Jehangir^ 
Some critics reckon he may idle at the 
top Others particularly the players 
know better Jehangir is a perfection 
1st 

Efe always aims higher 

Jonah Barrington believes that the 
champion is still developing mentally 
and physically The odd game lost 
injects an even deeper burning, a 
quest for ten out of ten 

RAJUCHAINANi 


IHF brings down age limit 

F or the junior national hockey 
championship to be held at 
imphal Manipur, in May boys born 
on or after January 1, 1965, were to 
have been eligible to participate origin 
ally 

But now an Indian Hockey Federa 
tion notification to its affiliated units 
has pushed the age limit down by 
three years Now only those born on or 
after January 1,196& can take part in 

It 

The IHF may think that it is showing 
great foresight by changing this date 
so that players young enough to play 
in the 1988 Junior World Cup could 
be selected at the end of the (mphal 
national 

But while one appreciates the 
federation's earnestness In preparing a 
team for a major tourney so far away, 
one IS prompted to ask whether the 
IHF can't select the probables for that 
Junior World Cup through another 
competition instead of changing the 
age limit for the Imphal meet 
Had the IHF given thought to the 
disappointment that would be caused 
to many young players who now 
would not be able to take part in this 


Junior national 

These players might have been 
preparing for this junior national so 
that they could catch the selectors’ 
eyes to be shaped into stars for the 
future 

Now they have been placed in the 
unhappy position of being too old to 
play in the junior national and too 
young to be picked for the senior Stete 
teams 

It is clear that the IHF has not really 
shown foresight Otherwise, it would 
not have announced the change just a 
fjew weeks before the junior national Is 
to begin 

The State Associations have been 
Informed that the decision to lower the 
age limit was taken at the federation 
executive meeting held during the 
Palghat senior national in February 

If then, why didn’t the federation 
announce it at that time itself’ By 
announcing it so late it has inconven 
lenced many affiliated units whicK 
have already selected their probables 
for the Junior national with born on or 
after January 1 1%5 as the cut off 
mark ALLROUNDER 
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j WESTERN INDIA CLASSIC HORSE SHOW ____ 

A remarkable show 
on turf 


By Sudeep Sonawane 


I I IS A PI 1 Y tli<»( iHilv a hijmiful of 
sjvi trtt<jrb w.erf preterit throuqhoul 
thf t«ii davs of the 4 Vd Western India 
Classic Horse Show and Mounted 
Sjiorts held at the f’olo (jrounds Ma 
htlaxini Race ( outsc Borrihav from 
the /^■’ndtothc Ust of last month 


numbering the spectators expecting 
the pi^nultimate day The plethora ol 
finals of events like Individual lent 
Pegging Team Tent Pegging and the 
exhibition Polo match for the Gwalior 
Gold Cup perhaps explained this turn 
out 


gularity 

In the battle for the Silver Stick Po 
hr Trophy Sodim got going almost 
immediately after Vice Admiral bubi 
mal Mookt tjee PVSM AVSM ADC 
I lag Officer Commanding in chief 
Western Naval Command threw the 


On\ till old faithfuls with special 
.ilfm ly to th s Iruf spot! trudged along 
ii c ir Js the ceiilte fieki of the sprawl 
in Hu( ( mise locheertheiiderson 
till () 111 III II pones in the various 
ei(in ii II I’lits I f thi eeimiretition 
ufii Ii iw t'u ( u sin of Indian Pole) 

pl ICl I H t II 

I'll I >1(1 W( lie II India Classic 
Shou eoniliKitel by the Amateur Rid 
< I t lilt) 'll tandem eeith the Indian 
N nv mil -.ponsoied by th< India To 
|)i(i( ( umpany may have peihapi 
eiiei'.igid i lukewarm lesponse Irom 
(III sf)K I riots ki owing that the aver 
ige sport loeei would slay away fiom 
ill pri e iiu ts ol this hallowed turf 

As such It ee isii t suipiisiiig to noti 
the p iilKip,lilts along with the oigan 
ising oIIk la's .iiiil tin it kith mil km out 


Yet the absence of a horde of 
screaming spectators didn t affect the 
ultimate result nor did make any 
difference to the riders and in fact it is 
observe’d that the ponies get unduly 
restless in the presence of large eiowds 
and noise 

Amidst these surroundibgs teams 
like the National Defence Academy 
Khadakwasla Pune Aitillery Ctnlie 
Nasik Armoured Corps Centre and 
School Ahmednagai competed for 
thirteen Challetige Frophic’s 

Ihe National Defence Academy 
gave a good account of themselves in 
the polo matches Their consistent 
performance was primarily due to the 
presence of Lt Cdr R b bodhi {+b 
handicap) who played true to his foi m 
and finding the goal with religious le 


ball to signal the start 

NDA were awarded a -10 yards hit 
in Ihe third minute of me first chukkar 
and Pickles Sodhi as he is fondly 
called in the pol) e iicles I t straight in 
to the <}oal to put them m the K ad 
they could have bagged one more 
goal in the fourth minute but in the 
malt )ust lb yards before Ihe Re 
mount , Veterinary Corps and Ai 
moured ( orps Centre playing i 
combined learn goal mouth the ball 
was tut out of play 

NDA s Cadet R S Paimar ( Z) nd 
ing in Ihe fust position co c rdinated 
well [ t Cdr A P Samra (11) maning 
the see me' spot These initiated some 
enltrprising forays into the KVC 
ACC 

Undauntec' by the frequency of the i 
attacks RVC s Capt 



Dfr Chanda Singh. NDA. cfearif the fourth obstacle 


C.T. Shah, the Indlulduat Tent Pegging event cham¬ 
pion, makes a clean lift 











• A.S. Sidhu <tJS 
made a solo gatbp in the Sth minute, 
clearing the bul from the centre hne to 
the NDA goal Cadet Parmar followed 
him In hot pursuit but In vain for Sidhu 
was very much In control and com¬ 
manding pmsltlon to smash the bell 
home to equalise 

Their joy was short lived as the re¬ 
doubtable Sodhi got in the act just be¬ 
fore the hooter, to put DNA ahead by 
a near backhander 

The second chukkar started wuih a 
hit in by Lt CoIR Pandher(tl) In try 
mg to hit a near side backhander 
Si^hi crossed the line and there by 
ump res Lt Cdr Siga and Maj K Gar- 
cha 4warded a 60 yard hit in favour of 
RVC/ACC Capt S M More wasted 
the hit by an jll directed shot 

RVC/ACC were anxious to get on 
with the game, but in the third minute 
Ma) Narendra Sing (sratch) did score 
a goal which was disallowed, because 
in an effort to hit the ball in a hurry he 
crossed the line of the man behind, him 
resulting in a free hit in favour of NDA 
from the spot where the foul was com 
mitted 

Both the teams were locked in a 
ding dong battle in the mind field 
where R S Sodhi dominated the pro 
ceedings and gave some excellent ex 
hibition of wristy back handers but his 
team mates were, for a change, rather 
scattered to initiate any concrete 
moves 


RVC had a chance in the third 
chukkar but none of the forwards 
were in position to collect a superb 
backhander from Pandher Thus an 
other centre hit went abbeging They 
did make amends when Capt Sidhu 
took a 60 yard hit and Narcndar Singh 
made no mistake in striking the ball in 
between the eight yard wide goal 
posts 

NPA hit back through Cadet Par 
mar and were sitting pretty with four 
and a half goals, as against two by 
RVC at the end of the third chukkar 


One thought that the Academy hor 
esmen would take it easy in the last 
chukkar but that was not to be’ They 
had no room for complacency Instead 
they spurred their ponies to gallop fas¬ 
ter and foded the desperate attempts 
of Capt Sidhu and company, who 
tried In vain to reduce the margin 


Cadet Parmar rose to great heights 
in the dying moments of the fourth 
chukkar and impressed with his clean 
hitting and interceptions, though he 
did topple over when his pony lurched 
dangerously. Yet, he contInuM unde- 
tered to see NDA lift the ^Silver Stick 
Trophy’. ‘» 

if polo WPS tfut toast of this fiesta or- 
gandsed hy the Ainftttur Rider’s Ciub, 
^h,^peo^ like Lt. Co). SofttM and 
.i4$it{dihgjMthe 




Pickles Sodhl.-.played true to his forntt exhibiting the highest classof 
polo 


cal Tyres'. ‘Musical Hats’ and the fancy 
dress competition added colour to it 

There were other events like the 
Time and Tnal and oss country 
competition Confined jumping. Nor 
mat jumping which was a battle of at 
trition between the riders of the 6l$t 
Cavalry and NDA 

The Tent Pegging competition was 
another event which was closely con 
tested This event looks CMy for the 
onlooker, far from it, this jxipular 
army sport is one. In which the com¬ 
bination of horse and rider with lance 
IS tested on a marked track with a pre 
scribed speed to pick the jjeg with the 
lance It is a test intended to demon 
strate the horse' freedom, energy, skill 
and obedience in galloping straight on 
the track when thp rider is picking up 
the peg. which can vary in size from 3 
ems and 6 ems, with the lance. ? 

So it IS, afterall. quite a skillful task 
yank out a peg which is only 2 5 ems 
thick and sunk 17 ems in the ground 
leaving the same length clear above 
the ground 

The individual Tent Pegging was 
won by G.T Shah (ARC) who lifted 
the peg neatly out nf the ground Lt 
Cdr AP Samra (Navy Mo Chib) 
failed to touch the peg as such Rajiv 
Mehra (ARC) had only to get a touch 
to the peg to finish second. 

It was a fitting finale for. the Ama¬ 
teur Riders to end on a winhing note 
They were rewarded, in a way, tor th¬ 
eir efforts in staging the 43rd Western/ 
India Clauic Horse ^ows. A special' 
mfd qf fgr the smmtvMM 


club Jimmy Bharucha and'Suresh Ta 
puriah. Polo in charge (or efficiently 
organising the meet The chief of 
Army staff. General A S Vaidya. the 
chief guest distnbuted the prizes 

RESULTS: 

Jumping Comi>etition (Open) 
“Take a Gamble” 

1 Nb/Ris Bhim Singh (NDA) 
“Marshall" 

2 Hav Sohan Singh (ACC) “Jaivir" 

3 Dfr Chanda Singh (NDA) 
“Meghdoot" 

Jumping Competition "Accum* 
lator” 

1 LOGS Saruk (61st Cavalry) 
"Bhagat" 

2 Dfr Mohar Singh (61st Cavalry) 
“Matilda” 

3 Dfr Chanda Singh (NDA) 
“Naughty Boy" 

Confined Jumping Competition 

1 Romil Malaney "Maverick" 

2 Uday More “Humayun” 

3 Divyung Mehta “Bolero" 

Normal Jumping Competition 

1 SDM S Kumbhar (61st Cavalry) 
“Padmim” 

2 Dfr Mohan Singh (61st-Cavalry 
“Matilda" 

2 *Cdt A Kale (NDA) “Ripple" 

ZCdt R S Parmar (ND/V) “Babar’ 

2.Dfr Chartfla Singh (NDA) “Megh¬ 
doot" 

Noto four riders tied for the second 
sDQtwitbJdeniiral iicorgs, ..rntNumumm 
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AROUND THE COUNTRY 



Beena Chacko, captain of 
the Madura Coats wo¬ 
men’s volleyball team re¬ 
ceives the 'Anchor Trophy 
from Mrs. Malini Panik- 
kar. The All India Volley¬ 
ball Tournament was con¬ 
ducted by Madura Coats 
at Koratty near Trichur 
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l.A. men miss the flight! 


S UMMER IN the capital brings 
many cricket tournaments. To set 
the ball rolling the K.B. Saxena 
Memorial Cricket Tournament at the 
National Stadium provided a nailbiting 
finish. 

Mohan Meakin C.C. Ghaziabad, 
prevailed over a star-studded Indian 
Airlines in a forty over encounter. The 
exchanges were razor-sharp and in 
the final analysis slow stuff of Subhash^ 
Sharma and Anil Mathur proved 
decisive.’ 

Pritam Singh of Mohan Meakin 
played the pivotal rofe for the winning 
side. In batting Pritam remained not 
out with 23 inclusive of 17 in an over 


off Rajinder Singh Ghai. Pritam 
completed eight over quota conceding 
35 runs with the valuable wicket of 
Pradeep Kochar. 

K.P. Bhaskar, the batsman in form 
scored a sound seventy before being 
caught by Pritam Singh. Bhaskar 
added 85 runs with Kocnar (43) and 
his knock included two sixers qnd 
seven fours. 

Mohah Meakin’s total of 191 was 
achieved through determined efforts 
of the lower order batsmen and the 
notable among them being Guru 
Satkar’s 27 and Vijay Jain’s 26. They 
added 52 for the seventh wicket. 


Airlines started their innings on a 
disastrous note losing Vivek Agarwal 
rather, early. The innings shwed 
substance at 166 for 3 hiit the slide 
started after the departure of skipper 
N.P Singh, who was caught one 
Ivmded by Kama! Juneja off Anil 
Mathur. 

The strike rate required was five 
runs per over after 35 overs. In the last 
over Airlines required 8 runs and the 
strike rate increased after two runs 
outs. Off the last ball two runs were 
needed for an outrignt victory. Even a 
singte could have helped Airlines to 
win. the coveted trophy and the 
second run out proved decisive 





Southern Railway scored 
a remarkable victory over 
la fighting Tirupur Textiles, 
beating them In straight 
games thus retaining the 
men's title. Pteture shows 
CyrIII Valloor, Captain, re- 
OelvInS the trophy. 






Triumph amidst upsets gallore 


W ORl D AMAFFUR Sncjokpi 
ChampiDn O B Ayarw/al w-on 
the mauqural All India Invitation 
Snooker lournameiil in the Shastn 
Hall I udhiana recently defeatinij India 
number two Sanjay Savant in the fin 
dl Aqarwdl beat Savttnt by i>ix frames 
to three in the best of 11 final uith a 
degree of comfort 

I he tournament saw some incredi 
ble upsets sending the form book hav 
wire In the opening day itself Punjab 
No I and local fayourite Achint Ver 
ma sent tipples of shock with a sensa 
tional vKtori, oyer Aqarvsal five 
frames to one 97 19 7(1 4b 24 b4 
6d 39 and 79 26 

The upsets continued through out 
the league stages of the tournament 
Verma then accounted for Billiard s 
wizard Michael Ferrie''a by 4 1 and 
National Champion Geet Sethi went 
down to Subhash Agarwal 


In his sKond match 1 erriera oiik 

'.I'll (aik d to produce his nia^ic an 
lost rather lamely to Aiv nd •savin 
Oeet Sethi on ihe othei hand lost to 
Sayant by 1 F As a result of these two 
defeats both berrieta ami Sethi faik I 
to qualify foi ihe semifinals 

In the semifinals bayant effectivek 
put a stop to the giant killing feats of 
Achint Vf rina f rom the woid go Sa 
v.int V as at his brilliant best handing 
out a S 1 drubbing to the local lad 

Savant was in such a devastatino 
form that In won the sixth frame with 
the incredible margin of 1(K) 1 These 
rond semifinal was howe 'ei a cliff 
hanger between • veteran Subhash 
Agarwal and ()m Agarwal The wmld 
champion lan mtej early tiouble trail 
ing at one stage bv one frame to three 
tTowcwer be bounced back from brink 
of defcMt to stop Subhash at ’> 4 to 
entei the final 


I Ik final was rcpiele with sonic bril 
I ml siiokc’s from Acjaiwal and ba 

Hit Ajatwal tiue to Ins ivcnlc 
tankings enthrdkcl the huge gathci 
mg bv hiisuin rbgami> 

Leaving aside the casiei diances of 
'corincj Agaiwal vve nt lot the impossi 
ble angles anil was alwavs de td on tai 
ejets Savant loo lid not lag betnnd 
After tin Icjss of tbc' fust fiaim at 
)h ")(> he came back stronglv in the 
second to jmt it anoss Aijarwal 7 > hb 
^^n)av toudiid bis peak in the se 
ventli liamt in wlncii he recorded tin 
highest briMk of the tomnament 'Mj 
and wcni 'he fiame 11 T 21' 

Howcvfci Agirwal piai ed like a 
mall possessed and rmfleu out the 
diallencje of Savant m tin remaining 
flames to emeigedeseivmg wnnn r 

D.K MAHANT 









Spot-Thc-Ball Contest... 



\Creat ^ 
'^iteats of 
Indian , 

Cricket 



How to enter. 


The hockey ball has been blanked out 
from the photograph All you have to 
do IS to mark a cross (x) where you feel 
the ball is and send your entry to 
SPORTSWEEK Rupa Spot The Ball 
Contest 3. 156 D J Dadajee Road 
Tardeo, Bombay 400 034 along with 
the coupon pnnted below 

You can send as many entries as you 
like but each entry MUST be accom 
panled by the original coupon printed 
alongside Xerox copies of the coupon 
_ will not be entertained 

Employees of Inquilab Publications 
Mid-Day Publications. Newsday Com¬ 
munications and Rupa & Co Delhi 
Allahabad. Bombay and Calcutta are 
not allowed to enter the contest 

In all matters, the decision of the editor 
Is final and no correspondence will be 
entertained 

Last date 

The last date of receiving entries is 
~Hay 7.1985 and the results will be 
declared in the Sportsweek issue 
dated May 22*28.19&. 

The winners will be supplied with a 
list of Rapa'S sports books from 
which they can make their choice. 


Win sports books from Rupa’s World of sports and 
ubscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 


1. First prize ... Sports books worth Rs. 100/- 
and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

2. Second prize.. Sports books worth Rs. 50/- 
and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

3. Third prize . Sports books worth Rs 25/- 
and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

4. PLUS Five consolation prizes 
SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 


2. Second prize. 


3. Third prize . 



Name. 


Address: 


State Pin 
... Sex 


TShirt-size:. (incms) 

Hurry up, don’t wait till the but date. 


SKXitSWEEK.A^^ Z3. IMS 
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VOLLEYBALL _ 

. 1 

j ^ ... 


Another feather for Universities 


By AHrounder _ 

T he all India Universities team 
celebrated the International Year 
of the Youth by adding the AMS 
Ganesan Trophy for the winners of 
the Nellai Friends Club's all India 
volleyball tourney to the VFI Depart 
mental National Championship that it 
had won a few days earlier in Madras 
Universities truly deserved their 
success for they were the best outfit 
They finished the four team summit 
league with cent per cent success 
beating Haryana Rajasthan and Ser 
vices Haryana beat Rajasthan for 
their only success Rajasthan beat 
Services for their only victory and 
Services beat Haryana for their lone 
win The games averages were taken 
to decide the places whereby Harya 
na, Rajasthan and Service finished 
second third and fourth respectively 
Universities proved a well knit 
team thanks to the training they had 
had from Chief NIS coach Buchira 
maiah a former India player and 
Gopinathan Nair the highly successful 
Kerala Universities coach 

1 hey showed themselves to be 
strong in stamina which helped them 
fight tough battles with vigour and 
gusto In the enacting final match 
against Services in particular, Univer 
sities fought funously till the last and 
won in three straight games, though 
they conceded the lead in all three 
Weeks of physical conditioning exer 
cises that they had undergone at 
ihe NIS helped them moct about with 
alacrity and retrive remarkably 


Inconsistent 

Haryana’s show was as inconsistent 
as that of their star spikers Om 
Prakash and Balkar The absence of 
ace booster Daleel Singh, who had left 
for home fed up by the dirty jxilitics in 
the team left the two badly exposed 
For want of good boosting, their 
spiking went awry With their guns 
misfiring so often, they were repeated 
ly seen grinning Eube Singh's serves 
and backcourt defence were impres 
sive But his boosiirvg was found want 
ing So was his net defence 

Against Universities. Om Prakash’s 
game fell flat He became diffident as 
he saw Sukhpa! and Sandeep domln 
ate the net 

Rajasthan were < well served by 
seasoned India player Ashok Jam He 
spiked and blocked with some assur 
ance Gopi Krishna was brilliant at 
times but often was erratic He 
to have tost his spring 


Kirtash Kumar proved an u>eful 
placer Ashok Chakkad boosted sat ^ 
f - i' 

hor Services Babu Abraham vvtio 
I (.ictd ill*' bt-,! bou-.i»ii award ' 
the outstandinq player Hira Ram 

Split in the pants gives 
side-splitting time! 


Jangpal Singh and Shamshei Al 
spiked strongly but none of them wu' 
(onsistent Against Unlversmes all of 
them committed eirois al very nu il 
stages 


S PLITTING seats in shorts showing 
a gleaming derner and descending 
drawers have caused peels of laughter 
so often IP sjxirt 

But during the concluding match of 
the Nellai Friends all India volleyball 
summit league between all India 
Universities and Services a pair of 
shorts that wouldn t stay intact caused 
quite a row 

Services spiker Shamshcr Alt s 
shorts developed a slit Shamshcr 
should have asked for a substitution 
Though there were substitutes on the 
betnch he asked for official time out so 
that he could go out and get another 
pair 

When leferee Yousuff an interna 
tional said no Shamshcr continued 
playing and borrowd substitute 
Sunny s shorts after the first game 

Sunny now got into his sweat pants 
A little later Services asked for aubsti 
tution Sunny came onto the court in 
long pants Yousuff objected 


Services coach Santokh Sing' i 
national umpire, argue?! that a plavei 
could play in long pants Yousuff 
admitted that long pants could be 
used but only when the weathci 
warranted and that too only when all 
the members of a team were in the 
same attirc-uniform 

Santokh however refused to with 
draw Sunny in sweat pant*' Yousuff 
refused to budge too Play was heid up 
for quite a while Irritated spectators 
hurled stones onto the court 

Kuppuswami a member of the 
Volleyball Federation of India s Um 
pires Board intervened He found 
a solution to the tangle Hosts Nellai 
Friends Club came to the rescue with a 
pair of shorts 

The pair suited Sunny Sticker 
Yousuff now allowed play to resume 
But the slip was showing How 
could he allow Sunny to play when his 
shorts were of a different colour one 
wondered 

Wn,!. p.,h.p,' ^LLROUND^R 



(Jnwersitiea skipper Sukhpal Singh receives the A.M S Ganesan 
trophy for the winners of the Nellai Friends Volleyball Club s 
AU-lndta tournament from chief guest N.S V. Chlthan 
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Sliakespeare and metaphors... 

1 


Conteh dream: 

I 

part II, act I... 


By Michael Herd 


J OHN CONTEH, Ihp former world 
light heavyweight boxing cham 
ion. IS SIX weeks into an Arts 
oondation course at the Open 
University, England wrestling with A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 

What were Shakespeare’s attitudes 
towards the threatre’ The play 
metaphor and its proliferation into 
figures of shadows and dreams “1 
thought It would widen me ’orizons," 
Conteh explained, wiping the 
perspiration from his forehead 

‘^t to tell the truth all I seem to do 
IS Sick me ’and up and say ’Excuse 
me, miss, but I don’t understand that ’ 
See, 1 know I’m ignorant, like, but I 
wanna do it an’ I’m gonna do it ” 

The significance of wanting to do it 
IS not lost on the ex boxer and his 
lovely wife Veronica They realise it is 
another important stage in the 
rehabilitation of John Conteh, angry 
fighter, dabbler in drugs and boozer 

I was at Wembley in October, 1974, 
when Conteh defeated Jorge 
Ahumada of Argentina to win the 
world title Even in the 15th round he 
was fast and beautiful, never once 
displaying the clumsiness of a brawler 

Sadly, little went right after that 
After revealing an intractable bloody 
mindedness, he was stripped of his 
crown by the Wa-ld Boxing Council 
three years later for walking out on a 
title defence, fought and lost three 
more championship fights, then quit 
in 1980 at the age of 

He started drinkmg heavily, flirted 
with cocaine and was left with heavy 
debts when a restaurant business 
crashed He had a brush with the law 
and put himself into a Harley Street 
dime for treatment for alcoholism. 

Two year^ ago the British Boxing 
Board of Control refused to grant him 
a boxer’s licence, a decision he 
contested and lost in the High Court 
He agrees now that the Board did him 
a favour because it could have been 
i^rtother step nearer the end of the 
^flitod, a not unfamiliar story m 
^feilciJism 



THOUGHTFUL, with no doubt 
Shakespeare on his mind 


Remember the American Willie 
Pastrano, an earlier holder of the 
same title’ A year after his last £50,000 
purse he was robbing houses to buy 
heroin to slip into his morning vodka 

Conteh was the young man who 
stood on the apron of a boxing ring 
and had a well staged slanging match 
with Muhammad Alt about which one 
of them was the handsomest mari in 
the boxing He was the young man 
who was linked to George Best tis the 
sportsman who had it all but preferred 
the booze 

Right now, between Shakcspearei 
and his metaphors, Conteh is training 
for the London marathon He is only 
four or five pounds over his natural 
fighting weight and when vou meet 
him at his home in Bushey Heath he is 
relaxed 

He might have lost a fortune but at 
least he has a nice home and enough 
to live on and whatever scars he got 
from boxing, are on the inside, 

’ “Regrets’" Oh, yeah, absolutely 
Th^ was alt the bad stuff, arid 
anything bad I do regret. When I went 
in the clinic,' that was booze. I 


don’t think 1 went in to get cured or 
anything 1 went in to miss the flak It 
seemed safer 

“This may sound on a bit stupid but 
it seemed safer inside one of those 
places than it was outside in the 
street Which is where I was on the 
street I felt exposed although I went 
in half admitting there was something 
wrong ’’ 

Conteh was brought up in the mean 
part of Liverpool and like many 
Merseysiders he talks a lot Actually, 
you don’t interview nim, you’re given 
a lecture 

“The booze’ It’s a lot better now 
like, yer know I do touch it, to tell you 
the truth It’s not something I can say 
I’ve packed in completely like ’cos 
I’ve said that before and gone back on 
it But I don’t have a problem I don’t 
keep it hidden in the hon®” »I1 

A couple of years ago Conteh was 
blunted and forlorn, a man in hazy 
despair, and when he talked you got 
the wisdom which repressed philo 
sophers draw from the wine cup Now 
now 

He sits there, with his arms behind 
his head, an open necked shirt And 
sweater, slacks and sneakers able to 
smile as he looks back through the 
gauze of pain absoi'bent years 

“When I go out now to do a job, a 
promotion or something, it's orange 
juice or Perrier water Tmthcrefodoa 
job The job comes first whereas 
before it didn’t Before I just couldn’t 
cope with that reality ’’ 

He smiles and his eyes float like 
dark'olives “With me. 1 go out and get 
sploshed 1 have one ana I gat earned 
away and end up in strange places 
The booze hjjs taken me there 

“So that’s the situation I'd love to 
be able to say I’ve packed it in but I 
can’t But I don’t give myself too much 
pressure It has been a problem and tt 
can still be a problem but it’s not a 
problem today ’’ 

Conteh points to two things that 
have helped him The ntpst utiportapt 
contd.onp<S0 
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SANDEEP SHARMA 

Poplar from Panipat 


By Allrounder 

H I was bom in a familv where the 
boys qrew like poplars And San 
deep Shaima has outdone them all At 
SIX ftet seeen inches he is indeed a 
Goliath And Sandeep is the tallest of 
India s volleyball internaiir i als And 
one of the most notable too 

bor all his giqantic figure and tall 
dchievcnicrits Sandeep is not a to 
ploftv man f ar from it H( is modest 
of mien a < fiild at heai t 

When I go out ptopli 1 rok it me 
IS though I had f ome out of a roo like 
some giiaffe or sr nu such ireatun 
Sandeep saic* ttii cithei day when I 
met him at the 1 imil Nadu Govern 
ment s nirectoiati rf Sports and 
Youth Se I vices premise s ceheie the All 
India I'niveisites te un was put up 
during the VollcebalM (deration of In 
did s Departmental National Cham 
pionsliip in Madras He was laughing 
at his skvwaid jrowth He appeared 
almost embari issed by it Needlessly 
so for It IS ai envi ibk figure that he 
has been Uessid with rfe might have 
been lanky once and might have 
chased and cvallopped boys who 
poked fun it him calling him Lam 
bu But now he is leckabi nes He is 
handsome and stronej lipping the 
scales at 87 kgs 

for once ! didn t h ivc to look up 
when talking to Daddy long Legs 
I ike a little un he was down on the 
floor sitting on his haunehes his huge 
frame bundled yp 

Sandeep talked about Kerala s 
Jimmy George the jumping marvel of 
Indian volleyball who has made a 
name in European professional volley 
ball Sandeep went gaga about 
Jimmy s vertical jumpr-S 65 metres-at 
the net about how the springheeled 
man not at all tall managed to 
“stay”in the* air a splitsecond or two 
more than the other players and how 
this ability to stay airborne longer 
helped him to spike after the opposing 
blockers had come down and also how 
that helped him to block very success 
fully 

Sandeep admitted that tiimmys 
Jumping abilKy was a natural gift, but 
he said ne was trying to acquire such a 
jump through training and hard prac 
tlcc “I do a lot of weight training 
cross country running bnd a lot of ex 
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Sandeep Sharma...volteiibalVs 
tallest star 


erases calculated to strengthen my leg 
power 1 keep jumping like a jumping 
jack ,At the moment 1 can only touch 
J 55 metres But I think 1 should be 
ible to improve much gradually I’ll 
keep trying 

I am very serious about my volley 
ball now as 1 once was about my stu 
dies said Sandeep The beanpole 
went on When 1 was in school 1 used 
to be the school s best athlete topping 
In long jump triple jump 110m hur 
dies shot put and discus throw But 1 
didn’t spare much time for play 1 was 
more of a bookworm than an athlete 
But that helped me get onto the merit 
list in the pre University exams 1 fin 
ished seventh in Haryana State aver 
aging 78 per cent marks in thenon 
medical group And thanks to that I 
was able to get a place in the Regional 
Engineering College At the Kuruksh 
etra University too I could outdo the 
other boys in my athletics events But I 
still concentrated on my studies And I 
obtained a degree in Electronics and 
Communication Engincenng 

Now 1 can concentrate on vol 
leyball which I started playing onlv 
three years ago 1 have many job 
offers As an India player and with 
an Engineering degree to boot I 
know I can get a job with an attrac 
tive salary But money is not the 
mam thing 1 want to become a 
great player in volleyball and, hence, I 
want to join an institution where I will 
be able to Improve my game very 
much There is a good possibility of my 
joining Haryana Elecfncity Board 
where there are a num^ of India 


players Mke Dateel Singh Om Prakash 
and Balkar Singh 

How IS it that Sandeep is playing 
for the All India Universities when 
he has graduated with an engimtr 
mg degree^ 

Sandeep laughed You know 1 
am so madly in love with the ganu 
now that when the Kurukshetra 
University authorities asked me to 
take up some new course so that I 
could play for the Universitv I 
couldn’t say no to them In January ! 
captained the University and helped 
them retain the all India Inter 
University championship I had played 
for the University last year too said 
Sandeep 

Sandeep spoke highly about Kur 
ukshetra volleyball coach R B Chau 
han ‘It was Chauhan who shaped up 
my game It was he who entoutaged 
my interest In it Chauhan had pro 
duced a number of India players he 
said Daleei Singh India s best lioostfr 
Om Prakash a six feet six inches tall 
spiker Laxman Raj Singh Baber 
Singh were some of them said 
Sandeep who led the Indian team 
to the Asian Youth tourney in 
Riyadh last October 

How come Lotjy didn I get into 
basketball where his height would 
have been a great advantage to 
him^ Sandeep said he was attract 
ed by basketball for a while the 
found scoring an easy jol^ but then 
he sprained his anie once during a 
practice match against a girls team 
That forced him to lemain in bed for ai 
week and thereby killed his interest in 
that game 

I am happy plaving volleyball 
though when compared to a game 
like cricket there is hardly any 
money in it and there is pretty little 
publicity for it I am fortunate to 
gam the goodwill of ciders like 
Chauhan Buchiramiah the Chief 
NlSb coach and Gopmathan Nair 
the Universities coach And I am 
thankful that I have had by breaks 
The encouragements that I have 
received will surely make me work 
hard to achieve more honours 
said Sandeep who starred for All 
India Universities in then triumphs 
m the VFJ Departmental National 







CONTEH DREAM... 

from p. 48 

r 


1 *. the backing from his wife Veronica, 
who kept the home and family 
together and in doing so enabled 
Conteh to stay m one piece 

She IS an attractive blonde who 
says “He’s been through a very 
depressing time since the boxing 
finished Of course it was difficult for 
us because you take it out on your 
nearest and dearest It wasn't easy but 
I agonised for him because 1 knew 
what he was going through ’’ 

The other is that last vcar he 
appeared on stage in a provincial tour 
of the play, Blood Brothers It was a 
meaty part and by all accounts the 
man acquitted himself well “I loved it, 
loved It 1 found it very demanding but 
I gave it a good professional whack ” 

Now, optimistically, he is hoping for 
other parts, something in films and a 
steady flow of bits and pieces 
promotional work ‘ Listen, I heard 
Telly Savalas the other day and he 
didn’t start acting all he was 32 ’’ 

Conteh agrees there were times 
when he acted like a fool especialy in 
1978 when the WBC took his title 
because he refused to fight in Monte 
Carlo "That was my biggest mistake 
There s been many mistakes but that 
was the biggest ’’ 

‘Sec, I had a chance to go with 
Mark McCormack To go to Monte 



TOGETHER.. Conteh and lovely 
wife Veronica 

Carlo tore illy turn if allround Really 
get everything 1 wanted 

In one stc p 1 d h.ive knoi ked out 
the lax situation almost been a 
millionaire over night But 1 had this 
tremendous angi i insidi ok that I 
was being fori ed out It was a mistake 
a big mistake 

There is a John Bratby [xii trait of 
the boxer in one c oiner of the lounge 
‘See that Conteh says ixiinting to 
It ‘ e got px just tight He doesn t 
mince around Lcxik it the s.id eves 
Pathetic Almost like 1 scared kid ’ 


You can sense that even now there 
IS still a scream of frustration buried 
inside him Certainly, Veronic^ will tell 
you he doesn’t like to think about his 
days in the ring 

He remembers how his family — 
parents and brothers — were blamed 
for giving him bad advice “No, no 
Quite the opposite They were the 
ones who lifted me I needed them ” 

He moves his arffis in a vulnerable 
rrvmner when he talks about fighters 
The pcxjrest kids in the world can get 
in the ring and make a million That 
doesn’t take a lot of brains All you’ve 
got to lie able to do is fight 

“Kc*eping the money understanding 
It that’s the real arena - the money 
world The reason a kid puts his head 
on the line is because he comes from 
an unreasonable situation called 
poverty He gets the money and then 
the money gets him It’s crazy ’’ 

Conteh sheugs and tells me that 
most of us are out there battling, 
trying to earn a few quid to keep the 
family going He knows there’s still a 
battle or two he’s got to fight but 
leaning forward intently, lie says 

‘ Cut out the bad Bang Gone And 
if you re still alive you’re in there with a 
stot John Conteh I am glad to 
report still has a shot oi two left 
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last week and the Nellai Friends 
Club s all India tourney in which he 
was adjudged the best offense player 

The tour of the Soviet Union 
under Dalcel Singh his close fnend in 
August. 1984 was highly fruitful in th 
at he cquld learn much not only from 
the Russian coaches but also from 
watching the Soviet players The So 
Viet coaches felt that he would be a 
greater player if he made his move 
ments faster, said Sandeep 

“Whatever you do do it fast’ the 
Soviet coaches had told him San 
deep said he felt like a small boy in 
front of the leviathans that he faced 
in the Soviet Union "Almost ever 
yone there was nearly seven feet 
high and must have weighed 100 
kgs each But despite their height 
and weight they were so agile and 
flexible Their blocking was superb 
and high ball attack something to 
Ijc seen to be believed Whereas we 
try to perfect our game in one 
aspect now and m another some 
other time, they appear to be per 
feeling their game in every aspect" 
Sandeep said 

“WC too can Improve our game 
moi^ftfj^vlded our players get»en 


ough oppoilunities to play in top 
ilass international competitions Also 
theie must be at least two coaches 
with a team for at least two years We 
also must be given topciass training fa 
cilities After piactising foi months on 
wooden surface at the stuff NIS indoor 
halls our players find it difficult to 
produce their best on Terroflex sur 
face and aircnnditioned indoor sta 
dia when they go abroad It takes a 
long time for our plavers to get 
warmed up in new conditions 


Also our players mostly play on 



Sandeep (right) In epiking action i 


outdoor courts all through the year 
and are handicapped to a consider 
able extent when they have to play 
indoor in international tourneys For 
our players to do well in the in 
ternational arena the country must 
provide indoor courts with topdiass 
conditions Also Adidas and Mika 
sa balls which arc light and which 
are meant for indoor play, must be 
provided for them even for prac 
tice But these are supplied oply in 
big competitions in the country If 
so. how could one expect our players 
to give a good show abroad^*”, asked 
Sandeep who with his tremendous 
height and. reach is cut out to be a mid 
die blocker 

Sandeep is in a position to even 
stand and block smashes from rangy 
men like Om Prakash And when he 
spinngs up eind spikes, even tall 
blockers look small 

He is an asset to the Universities 
side which is being prepared ior the 
World Universities tournament, to 
be held In Kobe, Japan, tn August 
And Sandeep, 21. should prove an 
asset for India for years with the 
skill and strength he has iH# Miiih 
die ardent love that he is jpp^hig 
forthegame 
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NEVILLE K.DAROGA 

*Lifters are not satisfied* 


(irx lET IS the main thing In the 

U weightlifting. At 1982 Com¬ 
monwealth Games, Brisbane, Austra¬ 
lia, food was excellent. That Is why all 
the 16 Indian welghtlifters performed 
better”, said Neville K. Daroga, who in 
the 1985 National Weightlifting 
Championship, Calcutta in 110 kg 
category snatched 140 kg, jerked 175 
kg for a total of 315 kg to claim all th¬ 
ree golds and overall championship. 

Born in the urban scenario of Bom¬ 
bay, on Sept. 26, 1960, Neville was 
new to this sport. His eldest brother R. 
K. Daroga won 13 times Maharashtra 
State championship. Elder brother 
V.K. Daroga has been six times na 
tional champion and broke as many as 
50 records in this field. 

At the age of 16, in 1976, he suc¬ 
cessfully won in 100 kg Novices 
Championship, Bombay. In 1978 at 
the Junior National in Bangalore, he 
became the champion. In 1979, he 
Joined Central Railway and in 1980 in 
the Inter Railways Cha,sppionship, Se¬ 
cunderabad in 100 kg and over, he 
stood first with 125 kg S, 150 kg J and 
275 total. 

During the same year at the Nation¬ 
als in Delhi, he ag^in won the gold. In 
Nov. '81 at Patiala, in 100 kg and over, 
he lifted 130 kg S, 170 kg jerk and 300 
kg total. Neville, thus became the first 
ever Indian to cross 300 mark in total. 

- At the Nationals Ernakulum, he lift¬ 
ed 135.5 kg snatch, 172.5 k'g jerk and 
307 kg total to lift all three golds and 
all three became record. All the eight 
lifts he passed successfully. 


Again at Trial Games for Asiad, 
Delhi In 1982, he participated in the 
110 kg and over category to lift 137.5 
kg snatch, 170 kg jerk and 307.5 kg to¬ 
tal. The snatch was his new record. At 
the Commonwealth Games, Brisbane, 
Australia in super heavy weight cate¬ 
gory, he lifted 135 kg snatch, 177.5 kg 
jerk and totalled 332.5 kg. In jerk he 
won bronze. At the Delhi Asiad, he 
snatched 135 kg,, jerked 190 kg and 
totalled 325 kg. Which was the new 
national record and in jerk he stood 
4th in this game. At the Pakistan Na¬ 
tional Games in 110 kg in 1982. he 
won championship with 130 kg S, 
172.5 kg J and 202 5 kg total. J6rk was 
again his new national record. At 
World Railways Meet, Bulgaria, in 
super-heavy weight category, he got 
fifth berth with 140 kg S, 180 kg J and 
320 kg total. 

Q. The nation expects much from 
you in weightlifting. But you seem to 
be interested in the enhancement of 
your career by way of adding more de¬ 
grees in your kitty Aren’t you betray¬ 
ing theexpeefation of the millions of 
Indians who look to you to uphold the 
national honour in the weightlifting 
field on the international horizon? 

A. look? Pursuing weightlifting 
with singleminded devotion is like run¬ 
ning into a blind alley. This discipline is 
full of official apathy, neglect, favouri¬ 
tism and opportunism. An average 
weightlifter needs a diet of Rs. 2,000 - 
3,000 per month. We cannot dream of 
it. There is favouritism in the.sclection 
of candidates for foreign tourneys 


Most of the participants arc either 
from Railways or Services They are 
given clean instruction to toe the offi¬ 
cial line and follow the official orders 
If anyone dare to protest the injustice, 
vindictive action is taken and he is 
punished. Participants are not satis¬ 
fied, they ever grumble In this case, 
you can't expect hearty involvement 
from them. Training facilities are few 
Before an important competition 
starts, one or one a half months train¬ 
ing is given in the camp. For diet, 
whatever money the government al 
lots, is insufficient What is worse is 
that about 50 percent is robbed by tfie 
contractor who supply food-items 
We've to pul in our own money It is 
not possible for every competitors to 
spiend his own Once the competition 
is over, their journey back is not 
looked after Even the competitors 
from the Railways do not get reserva - 
tion. Once the meet is over, everything 
is forgotten fill a date is fixed for an an¬ 
other championship 

Q. What do you suggest to im¬ 
prove the prospect of Indian weight- 
lifting'^ 

A. It is very simple. Stop politick¬ 
ing from this arena Arrange for good 
diet, regular trainjpg on par with wes 
tern nations And if possible, change 
some of the officials and fill in the va¬ 
cancy from among the renowned 
lifters of yesteryears. If this is done, in 
no time, like cricket, we can reach the 
Indian weightlifting to unenviable 
heights. 

-TRIBHUVAN BHAGAT 
* 






QUESTION 


Q WHO WERE the captains of 
the cricket'playing countries in th¬ 
eir first Test match’ 

-KN Hannath. 

Bangalore 

A ENGLAND - James Lillywhite 
Australia D W Gregory South Afri 
ca OR Dunell West Indies - R K 
Nunes New Zealand TG Lowry In 
din C K Nayudu Pakistan -AH 
Kardar and Duleep Mandis - Sri Lan 
ka 

Q HAS MANINOER SINGH 
taken four or more wickets in a 
Test match’ How many wickets 
has he taken alltogether in Tests’ 

- Ajay Bhaya, 
Surat 

A MANINDER SINGH has taken 
four wickets in a Test innings only 
once His best figures are 4 S'' In all 
he has taken IS wickets in Te^'s at an 
average of 64 66 

Q WHO WON the gold medal 
in the following events in the 1960 
Rome Olympic Games - a) 100 mts, 
b) 200 mts, c) 400 mts, and d) 
10,000 mts’ 

- N V Prasanna, 


A Men - Armin Hary of Germany 
and Women - Wilma Rodolph of 
USA b) Men - Livio Berrub of Italy 
and Women - Wilma Rodolph of 
USA c) Men - Otis Davis of USA and 
Women - the event was not held d) 
Men - Pyotr Bolotnikov of USSR and 
Women - event not held 

Q. WHEN DID Geoff Boycott 
make his Test debut and against 
whonf? What was his score in both 
the innings? -M Nayeem Durrani, 
Sirpur, Kaghaj Nagar 

A. GEOFF BOYCOTT made his 
Test debut in 1964 against Australia at 
Nottingham He scored 48 runs in the 
first innings and did not bat in the se 
cond 

Q. WHAT IS THE Test record 
of Mike Getting of England? 

- Balaram Behera, 
Bhubaneshwar 

A MIKE GATTING has played 
36 Tests 61 innings 7 times not out 
1719 runs 207 as his highest 2 cen 
tunes at an average of 31 83 He has 
also taken 2 wickets 

Q WHAT IS THE birth date of 
the former Indian Test star GR 
Viswanath? 

- Laiu Menon, 
Pune 

A 12 2 1949 


Q. WHEN WAS the first Test 
match played at Kanpur? What 
was the result? Who scored the 
maximum runs and who took the 
maximum wickets? 

- Kaushik Majumdar, 
Ranchi. 

A THE FIRST TEST was plawd i 
at Kanpur on 12th January 1952 It 
was the fourth Test of the senes 
against England England won the 
Test by eight wicl^ts with two days to 
spare 

The highest scorer was England's A 
J Watkins with 66 and the highest 
wicket taker was England’s M J Hilton 
with 9 wickets in the match for 93 


Q HAS GAVASKAR hit a cen¬ 
tury before lunch in first class 
cricket’ 

-IleshShah, 

Vapi 

A NO he IS yet to record this feat 

Q. What is the full name of Sir 
Gary Sobers? 

-Suresh Dimurty, 
Madras 

A Sir Gary’s full name is Garfield St 
Auburn Sobers 


Remember your thirst journey? 

...I Remember the excitement"^ The de- 

"• "• licious thrill of travelling? Remem- 

- her your father buying you your 

- thirst Limca, saying it’s the safest 

.. drink for travellers? You still have 

_ ■- . . .. zero-bacteria Limca each time you 

. .. . travel. The experience is reassuring. 

Just like the thirst time! 
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RACING 


ByRallUrd 


All exercise In futility 


I T IS NOT uncommon for a rac* to 
be decided at the start It Is most un¬ 
usual for the start to be the reason for 
an objection Such an Incident hap¬ 
pened in Bombay when Bhagwat, the 
rider of second-placed Vintage in the 
1,400 metres Serenade Plate, objected 
aralnst Pereira, the rider of Gamin 
who won by one length, on the ground 
that he (Pereira) broke out before the 
start and got an eight lengths advan¬ 
tage 

That Gamin did get a considerable 
filer was an obvious fact Whether the 
mare broke through before the starter 
released the gates is another matter, 
one on which the starter must, of 
course, have the last word 

However, it was evident that the 
protest would have to fail although 
there Is no reasonable doubt that 
Gamin’s early lead made it possible for 
the mare to win The protest had to fail 
for the obvious reason that had Gamin 
broken through her stall before the 
starter despatched the field, and had 
he beetuware of It, he was duty bound 
to delay the start and have Gamin 
recalled and restalled 

Otherwise, it was a ”00 start” The 
feet that this did not happen is proof 
that the starter had no doubts aboitt 
the validity of the start and, therefore, 
the objection could not be sustained 

There ate some aspects of the event 
which stimulate thought and discus 
Sion 

It Is difficult to conceive of a horse 
gettirra a flier from a start from stalls 
The feet is that this has happened 
often although. It needs to be stressed 
that for a horse to get such a long 
break at the start as Gamin did, is most 
unusual The explanation Is that the 
more alert rkfercan steal a march over 
his less alert rivals at the start 

Oldtlmcrs will recall that Kheem- 
singh, who is now a stfpendiary 
steward wtdi fhe RWITC, was quite 
expert at this in his days when, of 
course, there were tape starts. 

There Is also one memorable inci- 
c|snt of an objection for interfer- 
qnee 9 t the rtert being imheld. That 
was decades a§o when Oagan Doot 
gsiiMa a pillar-to-post vlc^ over 
Vodetlie but 1^ <tffe race in the 
stewards toon folloivlM a sucoctsful 
^iftcboit b!/ dM great Khade, 
WWttiiAeaiMdavedette. Trie dscMon 
tN l^biect of mueh n|qt tn the 
toUpwing a 


objection by the great Pandu Khade, 
who was astride Vedette The decision 
was the subject of much acrimonious 
debate 

in point of fact, Bhagwat’s objection 
was not against Pereira but against the 
manner In which the start was made 
which, again, means that it was 
against the starter It was an exercise 
in futility, for, even if it were upheld, 
the race could not have been awarded 
to Vintage as the start would have 
thereby been declared a “no start” 
which means that the race would have 
had to be declard ‘void’ 

Such an attempt was made In 1965 
when the connections of Sun-Deep 
sought to have the Indian Derby 
declared ‘void’ in an unprecented 
objection which was lodged the day 
after the race but within theatipulated 
24-hour period for such protests Sun- 
Deep was a close second to Rose 
Royale and the objection was on the 
all^tlon that Rose Royale had 
broken out of her stall b«ore the 
starter had despatched the field 

The starting stalls were a new 
innovation at diat time and although 
the procedure was different from tape 
starts, no rules had been formulated 
and there was no refererure to it in the 
Racing Caieildar, publication in which 
has the same sanction as a rule of 
racing 

'However, an official drcular over 
the signature of the Secretary of the 
RWrre which was captioned “clarifi¬ 
cation of the method of starting from 
stalls” or words to that effect had been 
made available to all epneemed arul In 
that circular it was spedhcally stated 
that if a horse broke out from its stall 
prior to the starter despatching the 
field such horse had to be recalled and 
stalled again before the start could be 
given 


It b Interesting to note that the 
starter of the time, NK Pudumjee, 
who Is also the secretary of the club, 
admitted that Rose Royale had broken 
out from her stall and though he was 
fully aware of it, he sent the neid away 
because, in his discretion, the filly h^ 
not gained any material advantage 
and as the field was restive if he had 
recalled her the>start wouki have been 
considerably delayed 
The stewards, after a protracted 
hearing, rejected the protest on the 
ground that under the rules of racing 
the starter did have discretionary 
powers The rules referred to by the 
officials were those governing tape 
starts It was contends that no rules 
covering starts from stalls had been 
framed and there was also no Calen 
dar notice on the subject 

That, of course, was perfectly true. 
But inasmuch as the circular men¬ 
tioned earlier was an offidal document 
and in as much as the preamble 
described it as a “clariAcahon” it had 
greater sanction thai> a rule as it was 
clearly an Interpretation of the rule As 
everyone knows the most difficult 
legal cases in the highest court in the 
land are argued and decided on the 
interpretation of the wording of the 
law As such the stewards erred in 
rejecting the protest because under the 
terms of the “clarification” the starter 
had no discretionary powers what¬ 
soever, 

• • • 

I T IS NOT unusual for surprise 
packets to surface towards the end 
of a racing meeting but what b 
happening in Bombay at the moment 
is remarkable and bookmakers are 
having themselves a ball as outstand¬ 
ing horses are repeatedly feibng 

By a strange coincidence, the big¬ 
gest surprises occur in the tanala pool 
contd.on|iiS6 
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S OVIET GM Evgeny Sveshnikov 
won tlic Hastings (Eng) GM 
Tournament with 9 points in a round 
robin of 14 players 
IM Plaskcft (Eng), GM Duric 
(Yu^) and IMs Fedorowicz and 
Benjamin (USA) finished in a 
quadruple tie with 8 points for 2-4 
places. 

In this game the champion is beaten 
by his countryman GM Kupreichik 
SVESHNIKOV-KUPREICHIK 
l.d4. Nf6 2.c4. c6 3.Nf3, d5 4,Nc3. 
c6 5 Bg5, dxc4 6.e4. b5 7 a4. Qb6 
8.Bxf6, gxf6 9 Be2, Bb7 10.00, a6 
11.d5', Bcf) 12.dxe6, fxe6 13.Nh4?. 
Nd7 14.Bg4, 000' 15.Bxe6, Kb8 
16 Bxd7, Bc817 Nd6?, cxd5 18.Bxc8. 
dxe4' 19 Bd7?, Kc7 20.Qh5, Rxd7 
21 axbS, axbS 22.Nf5. Rhd8 23.Rael, 
Rd2 24.Qxh7ch, R8d7 25 Qh4, Rxb2 
26.Qf4ch, Kb7 27 h4, c3 28.h5, b4 
29 h6. Bxf2ch! 30 Rxf2, Rxf231.Qxf2, 
Qxf2ch 32Kxf2, b3 33 Rbl, b2 
34 Ne3, Kc635.Nc2, Kc536,Ke3, Kc4 
37 Rhl, Rh7 38 Kxe.4, Rxh6 39.Rxh6. 
blQ, 0-1 

5.Bg5) (JGD, Slav Defence, Anti- 
Meran Gambit 

7.a4) Usual is 7 e5, h6 8.Bh4. g5 
9.Nxg5, hxg5 lO.BxgS, Nbd7. 

7 ..Qb6) Lernor Chernin, Lvov 
1984 7. .b4 8Nbl. Ba6 9Qcl, c3 
10bxr3, Bxfl llKxfl, h6 12.Bxf6, 
Qxfb.an d Pin ter Zirhichi.Rome 1984. 


T his deal swung wildly in the 
Nagpur Selection Trials • 


7 

A 

KQJ1073 

KJ532 

N 


AQ983 


K1087654 W 


K10542 

QJ 

6 

AQ876 

Only one table produced a predic¬ 
table result. It was In the match 
between Poysha and vlshy’s team: 

If Tavkar had been in less of a hurry 
about doubling "SC" he might have 
had a chance of doubling ‘‘six’' if you 
know Ambnsh as 1 do you’d give him 
at least an even money chance of 
over shooting "bCx" was the cake¬ 
walk It looks but never the less did not 


By R.B. Sapre 

9 Qa5 (i/o...c 3) 10.Bxf6, gxf6 
1 l.Bxc4. Rg812.00 were both won by 
White. 

8.Bxf6) Schmidt-Henley, Indonesia 
1984: 8 Qc2. Nbd7 9.Be2, a5 10.00 b4 
Tl.Ndl, b3 12.Qbl, Ba6 13.Nc3, Bb4 

14. Bd2, e5!’l5 dxc5, Ng5 16.e6?, fxe6 
17.Ng5, Nxf2!! 18.Rxf2, Rf8 19.Bf3 
(19.0fl?, Rxf2 20.Qxf2. Bc5) Ne5 
20.Bel, Nd3! 21.Nxe6, Rf6 22. 
Nxg7ch, Kf7 23.Nh5, Rxf3! 24.gxf3. 
Bc5 25.Kg2. Bxf2 26.Bd2, RgSch 
27.Khl, Bel'; 0-1 

ll.dS!) ‘Kurs Dyebutov’ evaluates 
this position as leading to a sharp 
struggle. 

13. Nh4?) 13 e5. Nd7 14 cxf6, 000 

15. Qc2 offers better chances of active 
play. After 13.e5, f5? Would be 
dangerous because of the sacrifice 
14.Ng6, Ke7 (or 14 ..Bc8 15 Bh5t h f 
Ke7 16 Nf7) 15 Bxc4!. bxc4 16.Qh5' I 

14. Bg4) After 14.Bh5vh. Ke7 tht^ ' 
Black King is safe. White plays In 
recover his gambit Pawn 

17 NdS'r't Perhaps White thinks he 
can win a Pawn this way. noi, 
anticipating the intermediary 18 
dxc4 His best chance may be 17 e5' 
fxe5 18Qe2: or 17 . R.xd7 18 Qh5 
Rd2 19 Ne4 or exf6. 

19 Bd7v) Better 19 Qe2 Rxc8 
(19 . Kxc8 20.Qxe4. Rd4? 21 QaSch) 
20.Qxe4. It seems White did not 
anticipate 19 Kr7' 

20 Qh5) Now .ifter 20 Qe2. Rxd7 
21 Qxe4, Rd4 22 Qe3. Rq4 (not 


BRIDGE 


By Jimmy Mehta 


look like costing more than four 
I.M.P’s. 

The fire crackers w€rc in the other 


S W 

(Sukha Ghosh (Jaggy 

Shivdasani) 
IS 2H 

7 


s 

■ (Choksi) 
IS 
3S 
5C 


W 

(Tavkar) 

2H 

P 

Dbl. 


N E 

Robbi Roy) (Ra)esh Dalai) 


N 

(Ambrish) 

3D 

4C 

All pass. 


E 

(Kejriwal) 

P 

P 


22 ..Rxh4'-> 23 Qg3ch) 23.Qh6, Rhg8 
can give Black a strong attack 
24Qxh7ch) If 24.Re2 Bxf2ch!, 
25Rex(2, Rxf2 26 Rxf2. Rd2 27 
Qxh7ch. Kg8 28 Qh4, Rdl mate 
27.h4) 27.Qxe4ch, Qc6 wilt only 
prt-wni F3lack with a tempo for 
advimcing his passed Pawns if White 
avoids exchange of Queens; and after 
28 Qxc6ch etc the Black King gains a 
move 

29.. Bxf2ch') A ilice finish The 
piece sacrifice hastens the advance of 
Black’s connected passed Pawns 
tying up White’s Rook and Knight 
while White’s adv'anced h Pawn 
pioves utterly innocuous 

END GAME 

White to play and draw. 



Sukha’s problem was the product of 
his Precision Club system A bid of 
“3S" would have shown a siX-c^rd 
suit. That apart, can you blame his re¬ 
luctance in stressing such a moth- 
eatener’ “4C" would have meant 
crossing the “3NY” level. I think “3H” 
would have been the least of the evils... 
but oh how easy life would have be.en 
in a natural system with a natural “1C” 
opening and comfortable rebids in 
spades. Sukha tossed the coin and 
came up with the worst bid of all: He 
shot “SNT”! 

The defence took six heart tricks 
and two aces. Four down vulnerable 
instead of pocketing the easy game. It 
should have been five down! Had Ra- 
jesh not routinlly unblocked his heart 
nine, he’d have had an entry to shoot a 
spade through for that last drop at 
blood. 

My reporter does not tell me what 
Davenpt^ did against Tolani with the 
N/S cards. However, when Davenport 
was E/W Kama! Ghosh ended up in 


S4 
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ACROSS 


1 Hardly an opponent tb underrate, 
even if far from fit to hold a candle 
to Allan (24) 

5 One who failed fo hit it off in Test 
Cricket (4) 



1. What is the middle name of 

Australian tennis star Rod 
Laver? > 

2. In which years did Rod Laver 
win the tennis Grand Slam? 

2. When was SOfK) meters' race 
first introduced in the Olym¬ 
pics? 

4. With which sport arc the fol¬ 
lowing sportsmen related - a) 
Paul Mason, and b) Korrelia 


,6 Poor return for Dhyan Chand’s 
contemporary (4) 

7 Through which the night- 
watchman was bowled? (3 4) 

9 Eight balls down under? (4) 

0 India’s first in cricket was in 1932, 
last in 19^(4) 

1 What the horse that Is a non¬ 
starter does (6) 

DOWN 

1 Hardly Rahul Mankad standard? 
(4) 

2 The one who returned figures 5-3-' 
7-4 when New Zealand were shot 
out for 26 by England at Auckland 
in March 1955(9) 

3 The Run Pensioner’s Paradise^ (5) 

4 Something soothing to assuage 
wounded feelings- he failed to be 
that for Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil 
Dev (5) 


Ender*? 

5. What is common among'the 
following Games - cricket, 
golf, polo and tennis? 

6. In the 1972 Olympics Ger¬ 
many beat Pakistan 1-0 in 
hockey final. Who scored the 
solitary goal? 

7. Which country won the 
silver in the 1976 Olympic 
Games? 

8. Who IS the chairman of the 
Australian Gricket Board? 

9. How many times has Hold-- 
ing taken more than S wick¬ 
ets in an innings? 

10. Who was Dennis Lillee's 



7 Typhoon that first hit Australia at 
Sydney In December 1954(5) 


H The younger Nayudu after Alarr 
Rac to be described? (4) 


355lh victim? 

11. Against which country did 
Ken Barrington make his 
Test debut? 


answers 

I. George. 2. 1962 and 1969.3. 
1912, Stockholm. 4. a) Cycling 
and b) Swimming, 5. These are 
few of the games which were dip- 
continued from the Olympic 
Games. 6. Michael Krouse. 7. 
Australia.8. Fred Bennet. 9. 13 
times. 10. Sarfraz Nawaz. II. 
South Africa. 1955. 


Pen Friends Corner 




Prakash Dave - 23 
AmitDave-20 

I RB/ll.979-19(Rly.Qtrs) 
Kolsewadi 421 306. 

Kalyan. Dist Thane 

Sprrrts. correspondence, reading 

M/s. Anita Singh -16 

Plot No 1. Latape Bungalow 
Govt Colony. Vishram Bagh. 
Sangli 416415_ 


'■5H doubled" An excellent save! Did 1 
say save ? That is what it should have 
been In practice it reaped a bonenza. 
Winning the diamond opening lead, 
Kamal played a low heart, delightedly 
dropping West's ace. He ruffed the 
diamond return and tried a low §pade 
to dummy's knave and South's king 

South had only to play back a 
trump at this point in order to ensure 
defeat of the contract but he lazily ta¬ 
bled his club ace The roof caved In. 
two spades were ruffed 6n board and 
the sacrifice bid had come home to 
rr^t fora lovely saving to Davehport. 

} 


Syed Irfan -19 

S H Munsien. 

10,5, Sultan Street, 

Bhatkal 581 320 
r ravelling, reading, films 

Sudipto Bhattacharya -16 
31, Harish Chatterjee Street 
CaIcutta-26 

Philately, swimming, cricket 

'Sanjeev Agarwa! - 22 

c/oS K Agarwal, 

2-C. Way-Lane. 

Lucknow 226001 
Cricket. T T. Badminton 

Gulshan Sachdeva -19 

D/162Rajaji Puram 
Talkatora road. Lucknow-226 017. 
Penpals, cricket, guitar, gardening 

M/s. Natasha Joshi -11 
9. Maharashtra Society. 

Ellisbridge. Ahmedabad-6 
Swimming, western music, cricket 

Sandeep Khushu -18 

Harco Colony (Sopth) Rawalpora. 
Srinagar-190 005. 


Poems, mythologies, reading 

George Easo-19 
35 Hajaribaugh Society. 

Opp Nutan School. 

Near Ranna Park. 

Ghatodia. Ahmedabad 61 
Football, magazines, posters, music 

Saurabh Agrawal -16 

4-Old Inspection House, 

Canal Colony. 

Lucknow-226001 
Badminton, T T, music, reading 

Deepika Khare -19 

Room No. 4006. Hostel No. 4 
M ACT. Bhopal-462007 
Swimming, skating, disco, music 

Rajeev Gupta -17 

House No. 1210, Lakshmibai Na- 
gar. 

New Delhi-no 023 
Penpals, kience, reading 

Waseem Bari -19 

Tayyab textiles. 

Khanda, Falsa. Jodhpur. 

Tennis, gifts, friendship 
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BCCI should 
reccmsider their decision 

T he decision of the Board of 
Control for Cricket In India to 
stage the World Cup '87 tournament 
matches, split up over two days is very 
disappointing 

By staging it over two days with SO 
overs on the first day and 40 overs the 
following day. it will kill the interest of 
the spectators 

One day matches means, they have 
to be completed on the said day itself 
By spliting the game over two days the 
’.tempo'and the excitement will fizzle 
out 


MAILBAG 

Azhar's knock 
was equally good 

M ohammad azharuddin 

fought niai^y against the fiery 
Imran Khan at Sharjah; which India 
ultimately won. He also scored 22 
superb runs against Australia in the 
final on a wicket helping the bowlers. 
But surprisingly Gavaskar got the 
player of the series award. Why so? 

Earlier. Kapil Dev excelled in bowl¬ 
ing. batting and fielding against New 
Zealand In the semi-final of the 
Benson and Hedges World champion¬ 
ship of cricket, which was Jhc most 
important factor In Indian victory. Yet 
Ravi Shastri got the player of the 
match award. Why so? 

- Aahok B. Shenoy, 
Bombav-400089. * 

Avoidable criticism 




Then staging such an important 
tournament during the month of 
October means trouble. During the 
last two three years we have witnessed 
the monsoon playing havoc during the 
Tests and one-^y games. I feel it 
would be better to stage the tourna¬ 
ment sometime In March or first week 
of \ April. Thus there won't be any 
dan^r of the matches being washed 
out by rain. Besides It will be possible 


to play the game within one day a$ the 
day length is longer in summer. 

The playing hours can be kept from 
8.45 a.m. to 11.45 a.m. and 12.15 p.m. 
/to 3.15 pm. and 3.30 l>.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
So if the ovysr rate Is 15 per hour then 
each side can bowl 60 overs easily. 


One fact should also be kept in 
mind that in the eastern parts of our 
country the sun rises ks early as 5.30 
a m 


A LOT of unnecessary criticism is 
heaped against the Pakistan 
cricket team which lost to India In the 
final of the B&H championship and 
the Rothmans Cup. 

The cricket fan across the border 
should realise that their team has bst 
convincingly to the Indian team-a fact, 
acknowledged by Mudassar Nazar- 
which was the superior. 

The Pakistanis played well in the 
match against India. It was a great feat 
to bowl out the Indlarf^ for a paltry 125 
runs. But. unfortunately tor them. 
India played exceedingly well to turn 
the tables on them 

The cricket followers in that country 
should realise that It Is a game after all. 
Somebody has to lose May be their 
turn for a sdng and dance is round the 
corner. 


, There is still enough time for the 
Board to think over the matter, and 
change its schedule for the world cap. 
This will not only safeguard the inter¬ 
est of the game but will also give equal 
.opportunity to both the sides *bs 
regards playing conditions. 

-G.R.Talwaikar, 
__Bombay. 


.Disheartening 


I T IS QUITE disheartening that even 
after a month after winning the 
Benson and Hedges World cham¬ 
pionship of cricket few sports maga¬ 
zine in India have come forward to put 
up a small photograph or an article on 
the great off spinner and team 
manager E.A.S. Prasanna. 

One coul^ not forget Prasanna's 
contribution as cricket/manager vnd 
friend of the Indian team ,whd inspirad 
them tasuch great helots. 

• V. C. Rainmoha(n> 
Bangaiore4|60 <|52. 


-Paul Waneson, 
Malad, Bombay. 


They play for Inilia _ 

T he other day 1 heard one cricket 
enthusiast talking to another. "See 
how much Kapil did for Gavaskar 
when the latter was captain. Com¬ 
pared to that what has Gavaskar done 
for Kapil Dev-simpty nothing." He 
was perhaps, referring to Gavaskar’s 
failure with the bat in the Rothmans 
Cup tie against Pakistan. 

Suddenly 1 found the answer to my 
questtop-vM, it’s .the enthusiastic but 
ungrateful fans of this country who. 
satisfy their whims and fancies, by 
creating such unsavoury disputes and 
olow them out of proportion. 

Besides, there are some high-placed 
officials with petty feelings who use 
such show downs as publicity gim¬ 
micks for thtir own benefit, not realiz¬ 
ing that it Is the erickqters who fajl 
from grace, as a consequence.* 

We cricket fans must remember 


that Gavaskar and KapU Oev do-noth- 
ling to oblige each other, if drey'per- 
iforpi well It's solely for the welfare of 
the team and our country. The team 
needs th em both, 

Let us pray they always put their 
heads and souls together to take 
Indian cricket to greate heights. 

-Msi.V.Sh(whana, 
Bhopal-462 002 . 

Kapil was magnificent 

C ONGRATULATIONS to tl^ 
Indian cricket team for their 
success in the four- nation Rothmans 
Trophy. They playCd like true cham¬ 
pion. Kapil Dev led the team magnlfi- 
ciently. He proved that he can rise to 
occasion, when India was reellrtg 
under pressure. 

The match against Pakistan was 
one of the most memorable match 
ever witnessed tn one-day games. The 
entire team played admirably 

The pitch at Sharjah Is not at all a 
batsman’s strip. It is a bowlers para¬ 
dise, specially for the spinners. It 
remains.to be seen whether the auth¬ 
orities would improve the standard of 
the wicket in future. 

-AumobRoy, 

Lucknow-7. 


Racing _ [from p. 53} 

races and the* dividends"areTru^ 
remarkable. The jackpot, foo, has 
given small fortunes by way of rtriurn 
and this, naturally, has attracted more 
money for subsequent pools. Thus, 
although the attendances are noticea¬ 
bly thinner the collection in the pools 1^ 
well alxjve average. This is a contra¬ 
diction In terms which, this column at 

least. Is unable to explain. 

• • • 

R ELATIVELY small and to some 
extent unfashionable stables are 
very much in the news. Jamshed Dalai 
had three winners in the 13 racdk held 
over the week-end through Lady. Gan 
in' and Minx and C.A. Kutappa 
claimed two prestigious races with 
Suave and Aristotle. Abbas A. Abbas, 
the son of veteran trainer Ahmed 
Abbas, did better still, bringing of a 
long-priced winners In Take Off, a 
performance which N.V. Patange 

emulated with Parvaz. 

• • • 

T HE extended 29-Day Calcutta 
seaSbn ended last week. Haskell 
David was the leading trainer with 33 
winners and R.Rodrigues was the 
champton* jockey with 22 winners, 
Robin Hood was the best of the local 
horses although he was well and truly 
beaten by revelation in the Charmtnar 
Challenge Indian Turf Invitation Cup. 
That day was the high point of the 
season and the RCTC sta^ it with 
pomp, circumstance and. what is more 
important, dignity. ■ 
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The winners of the 
National Football 
Championship. 

I Punjab, pose with 
I the Santosh 
j Trophy after the 
I final. They 
defeated 
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If you think you know 

which Is the fastest-growing two-wheeler company In India, 

you're probably wrong. 



It'S Kinetic. 

Kinetic Engineering Limited 
The Luna and Spark people 

Over the last ten years, our vehicle production has grown 
at an annual average rate of 31 54% 

Last year we rolled out 1,56,720 two-wheelers 
Variations of the famous Luna-TFR Plus and Double Plus, 
and the Spark 

In the 50cc two-wheeler category, we are undoubtedly 
the largest-selling brand 

In fact, this morning nearly 6,15,000 Indians are happily 
shuttling around on their favourite models 
Instead of cruising on our achievements, we have shifted 
gears to be the leaders in the competitive two-wheeler 
market 

Soon, Kinetic will be launching a new range of two- 
wheelers Suited to our conditions and built especially for 
us Indians 

So now that you have a choice of two-wheelers, 
remember the big name in the business 
Kinetic Engineering Limited 



Kmffic 

BtOIMSKIHGUMinD 

That'S right-the Luna and Spark people. 
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Babies can’t do without 

BONNE 

BONNE SALES 

B-il7, SJtIjV. Co-qperatlve Industrial Estate, G.T. Kamal Road, Delhl-liaoas 


'Bonne’ brings you the widest ever range 
in feeders, Ih. Glass and. Poly-Carbonate. 
And nipples, soothers and accessories to 
match. All made with the best material, 
because onty the best would do for your 
bal>y. 
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NIS, PATIALA .. 

Bmoim • quaiiflMl coach 

NIS oficrt the expertiM for an axclllng career in profeMlona) 
coaching. Courtes begin 1 July 1985 ae follows 

1. MASTER'S COURSE 

Only at the NIS. Patiala, In athletics, basketball, football, 
gymnastics, hockey and volleyball 
Eeeantlai'guallHcatlona: Graduate, NIS Diploma{l/ll class) 
five years’ coaching experience. 

Age : SeloW 45 years. 

2. REGULAR DIPLOMA COURSE 

(a) at the Nl$, Patiala. In athletics, badminton, basketball, 
boxing, cycling, football, gymnastics, handball, hockey. 
Judo, swimming, table tennis, volleyball, weightlifting and 
wrestling. 

(b) at the NIS South Centre Bangalore.ln athletics, basket¬ 
ball, cricket football, hockey kho-kho.kabaddi, lawn tennis 
and volleyball. 

(c) at the NIS Eastern Centre.Calcutta. in athletics, basket¬ 
ball, football, volleyball, gymnastics and swimming. 
Eeaenttal Quafiflcatlons : Degree from any recognised 
university with proficiency in sports. 

or 

Matriculate having represented the countr y In any recog¬ 
nised International sports event 

or 

Matriculate with participation In natlonal/lnter-servtces for 
three years. 

Age ; Setwsen 23 end'35 years fdt male and 21 and-35 
for feihale candidates. 

Free tuition and lodging for all students Subsidised board¬ 
ing at Rs 200/- par month. Ex-Intarnatlonals/outstandIng 
sportsmen/sportswomen entitled to free board. 

Scholarships available to scheduled castes/tribes 
Speciartchpjershipa. for women with M.P.Ed. 

50% concession toward mess chargss to women trainees 
who are unemployed or whose parents' Income Is not more 
than Rs 6,000/- per annum. 

Special facility of free boarding and up and down travel 
expenses to Iralnecs from North-East Region 
A lot of Job opportunittes under different grades available 
during the next five years. 

For prescribed application form, apply to the Director, 
Netaji Subhas National Institufe ol Sports. Motibagh, 
PaMida, or Chief Executive, NIS South Centre. Kasturba 
Road, Bangalore, or Chief Executive, NIS Eastern Centre, 
Sector III, Sait Lake City,Calcutta,for a copy of Prospectus 
alongwith a c ros sed postal order for Rs. 7/- in the name of 
'Society for the National Institutes of Physical Education 
and Sports. 

LAST DATE FOR APPLICATION IS 1 JUNE,198S. 
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1. Tho Physiotherapist — 

2. Careers in Commercial Secretarial Practice 1.60 


3. Careers in Air Transport 1.^ 

4. Earn While You Learn 2.25 

5. Learn While You Earn 2.28 

6. Art for a Living 0.75 

7. Creating Your Own-Job 1.05 

8. Careers in Banking Occupations 1.95 

9. Psychology for a Career 1.30 

10. History for a. Career , 1.50 

11. Admissions to M.B.B.S, at a Glance 2.00 

12. Careers for Agricultural Graduates & 

Allied Scientists (Revised) 2.05 

13. Careers In Communications 2.30 

14. U.P.S.C. Competitive Examinations 1.20 

15. Admission to Engineering (1st Degree 

Courses) 2.50 

10. Careers in Printing (Revised) 2.80 

17. Careers in Professional Management 

(Revised) 2.05 

18. Careers in Teaching (Revised) 2j26 

19. ' Careers In an Electric Supply industry 1.90 

20. Craftsman as a Career 1 0.10 

21. Craftsman as a Career 2 0.10 

22. Craftsman as a Career 3 0.10 

23. Systems Analysts — 


Copies of the publications can be purchased 
-from the 

CONTROLLER OF PUBLICATIONS. 

OLD SECRETARIAT, CIVIL LINES, DELHM10054 
Authorised Agents and various Employment Ex* 
changes. Several of these are available in Hindi also. 
Issues by: 

Central institute for Research A Training In Employ* 
fflont Sendee (DGEAT), Minisby of Labour, 
Govwnment of India, Pusa, New Oelhi*1l0012. 
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PERSONALITY 


Right on, Crowe 


M artin Crowe is one of the most 
excitins, young bastmen in the 
world, in the same league as Richie 
Richardson of the West Indies and 
Mohammed • Azharuddin of India. 
Within just a couple of years, Martin 
nas established himself a regular Test 
player for New Zealand, and also 
enjoyed a tremendous first season 
with, ^merset last year, scoring 1870 


enabled me to overcome many 
psychological mis^vings.” 

After his fine performances against 
Pakistan at home, where he made the 
most runs for his side but did not 
score a hundred, and now after his 
epic know at Georgetown, Crowe 
h^is obviously got over his fears. 

One of the hardest sacrifices that 


Crowe , has had to make has been to 
be away from his fienily. 1 see my 
pvents only rarely because ol the 
hectic scl%dule Test Cricket invdves 
now. I get very homesick when I am 
on tour. It is very hard to be away from 
the feunily. But they always phone me 
up on the first day oi^he season, or I 
call them up when I am on tour which 
keeps me going." 


runs. 


In fact his stint with Somerset last 
year has been a rich and rewarding 
experience in terms of learning the 
game, a fact which he acknowledged 
after scoring mammoth 188 in the 
second Test against the West Indies 
at Georgetown recently. 

It was an innings v^ich will have 
come as a tremendous relief to 
Crowe’s family, his teammates and his 
countrymen, all of whom have 
believed that he had the potential to 
become one of the foremost batsmen 
of his time. Crowe has thus probably 
just begun on a trial of many more 
hundreds and thousands of runs for 
New Zealand. 


“I set myseif very 
high standards and I 
want to be in a side 
that does well. I get 
very depressed if I 
have a bad game ” 


His first season for Somerset also 
saw him blossom as a medium pacer 
for his side, a rote he performed with 
great credit again when New Zealand 
toured Pakistan late last year. But 
Crowe admits that his primary desire 
is to succeed as a batsman. 

“I imagirie myself to be a batsman 
through and through. I have never 
really believed in myself as a bowler, 
but if the team needs it 1 am quite 
happy to bowl. I have been worried in 
the past that my bowling might affect 
my batting, particulariy in the one day- 
games, but in the three day games I« 
probably bowl more f6.r ervjoymcnt. 
However I want to score hundreds.” 

One of the reasons why Crowe 
agreed to play for Somerset last 
seawn was to cfispel his fear of failing. 

“I set myself very h^ standards and 1 
want to be ina side mat does weB. Iget' 
very depressed if I have a bad game. !< 
was pleased that I succeedeo ,in ray 
seascMt for vvhkib 
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THE SEASON 
THAT WAS 

By Aydz; Memon 


S o Sunil Gavaskar was right after 
all. His prediction last September 
that this was the season of hope for 
Indian cricket, was dismissed as mis¬ 
placed optimism after {ndla's disas¬ 
trous showing for the major part of the 
season in which India lost to Australia 
in the one day series, fared only slight¬ 
ly better on the tour of Pakistan, and 
were then comprehensively routed by 
a second string English side led by 
David Gower. 

Three weeks of exiting, compelling 
cricket tn Australia, and ten more days 
immediately afterwards in Sharjah is 
all it took to change the mood of the 
nation. 

lo a remarkable transformation, the 
Indian team, castigatecj, humiliated 
and written off by their most ardent 
supporters, turned the world upside 
down Down Under and to win the 
prestigious World Championship of 
Cricket. And to enhance their reputa¬ 
tion further, they clinched the Roth¬ 
man’s Cup in style too, to complete a 
remarkable run of wins in inter 
national competitions, beginning with 
the Prudential Cup in 1983 and in¬ 
cluding the Asia Cup in 1984. 

The euphoria which followed these 
victories is thus justified. It was like the 
release mechanism which psycholo¬ 
gists tell, us about. The .tension of 
defeats and humiliation was defused 
almost overnight and was replaced by 
undisguised joy and elation. 

But in the tumult which has under- 
kandably followed, it would be foolish 
to presume that Indian cricket has 
reached its peak, i would at this stage 
In fact cast my lot with Gavaskar and 
aver that the season which has just 
passed us has provided hope that in 
the coming year{s>r Indian cricket willj 
reach its eenith. 

There is no effort to water down the 
magnificent efforts of the Indian 
cricKet team, but if one is realistic, om 
wilUealise that the victories have aftet 
all come in one day competitions. The 
Test matches are still (?) the real chal¬ 
lenge and that Is the atea in which this 
hope is placed for the comtig season. 

It'woulcj be convenient and easy to 
put on blinkers and proclaim that we 
are rtte wrld ^ampiprts. But tf the 
l«i^|j^isany indication, such a be¬ 


lief will only boomerang, as happened 
aftef the Prudential Cup win. The 
simple truth is that we are indeed 
champs. One day champs. In Test 
matches, we have not won a series 
since the 1981 contest againsi 
Fletcher’s Englishmen. 

The season began with the rein¬ 
statement of Gavaskar as skipper. It 
was a surprise move, for though 
Gavaskar had led India to victory in 
the Asia Cup in the absence of Kapil 
Dev, it was generally presumed that 
the Indian ail rounder would take over 
after he had recovered from his knee 
operation 

It was not one of the most enlight¬ 
ened moves by the selectors and there 
were serious repercussions later In the 
season, thouah the precipitating factor 


was quite different from the captaincy 
issue. 

The Australian team arrived here 
under Kim Hughes and what pro¬ 
mised to be an even contest soon 
fizzled out into a one sided affair, with 
the Indians quite out of their depth 
against a supremely fit and motivated 
side. 

Despite the presence of Kapil Dev, 
India lost three of the fivc'one day 
matches possible quit^ easily. This 
defeat however was dismissed without 
much hullabaloo. The Indian team 
was apparently out of practice Kapil 
Dev had just made his comeback and 
was not completely fit The Indians 
would Improve as the season pro¬ 
gressed. . 


What for some reason, wa.s not 



isluiiil ^^afkl^tar..^deemed to be the man behind Kafdl Dev’s ouster for 
the Calcutta Test against Engkmd, he became Puolic Enemy Number 
One 




ittimediatcTy recognised was the dis 
mal conditioning of the Indian players 
the poor standard of fielding the lack 
of purpose 

The significance of these attributes 
became so evident five months later 
when India won the World Champion 
ship and the Rothman s Cup primanly 
due to their superb fielding and splen 
did teamwork 

The Pakistan tour was a disaster in 
more ways than one A short toui 
With no first class games between the 
Tests and the one day internationals 
was always going to be problematic 

The first One Day International at 
Quetta was lost The first Test at 
Lahore India saved by the skin of their 
teeth thanks to a remarkably patient 
and determined hundred bv Mohinder 
Amarnath But the general incompc 
fence of the Indian team was tempor 
anly submerged in the ruckus which 
followed Gavaskar s valid but un 
precedented outburst against Messrs 
Shakoor Rana and Khi?ar Hayat 

The umpiring in that particular Test 
was bad Horrible But in the wake of 
Ciavaskars outspoken statements 
against the umpires the inheient 
weaknesses in Indian cricket went 
largely ignored The bowling attack 
was thin The only strike bowler Kapil 
Dev was suffering from a loss cjf form 
which meant India found it difficult to 
bowl out the opposition once leave 
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Kapil Dev despite his presence, India lost three of the five one-dayers 
against Kim Hughes’ Australia 


alcrne twice to win a Test 

hollowing Mrs Indira Gandhi s 
assassination the tour was called off 



Mohd. 
the sel 


ixharuddin...his record-breaking entry into Test cricket was 
king balm to ityured egos > 


out the biggest relief to all concerned 
was provided by the Board officials 
who stated that the reciprocal tour 
arrangement with Pakistan was being 
discontinued 

It was a sensible step for apart fiom 
killing the spectator interest in the Iwc 
countries these reciprocal touis would 
in the long run have even damaged 
whatever tangible steps were being 
taken to imporve the relationships 
between the two countries . 

The Pakistan tour was followed 
immediately afterwards by the senes 
against England at home Gowefs 
team after a protracted spell of kn 
certainty played and lost the first Test 
at Bombay, spun out by a thin ebony 
hued teenager. L Sivaramakrishnan 

The win. coming as it did after three 
years and 30 Tests, was well earned 
though It may have killed spectator 
interest what with everybcjdy expect 
ing a ‘Brown wash’ for Gower’s men 
after the ‘blackwash’ they had exper 
lenced at the hands of Lloyd’s men fust 
a couple of months earlier 

But the }oy in the Indian camp was 
short liveci In the first Test Itself, 
differences between Kapil Dev and 
Gavaskar became public knbwiedge 
and when India Iqst a Test they should 
have never lost at Delhi, th<^ lost the 
psychological grip over the English 
team and consequently the series 

Kai^l Dev struck htmself otit-of the 
Ireftan team, if only for one iTeit To 
balance this equation, Sandeep Patll, 








was also struck off the Indian squad 
he has not yet been reconsidered 
Gavaskar was deemed to be the man 
behind Kapil s ouster and became 
Public Enemy Number One. a position 
he only strengthened with his absolute 
disdain for the spectators in Calcutta 

The English team, after squanng 
the senes at Delhi consolidated their 
position at Madras and went off as 
surprise winners against a full strength 
India side They also won the one day 
senes 4 1 This without Botham 
Gooch Boycott or Emburey 

The Indian cricket lovers were disil 
lusioned They were in fact livid The 
josses against the West Indies last 
season were acceptable So were the 
defeats against Australia Pakistan 
was best forgotten But humiliation by 
this England side was unpardonable It 
was a series that India could have won 
hands down There was criticism all 
round The captaincy was criticised 
The players were not spared In fact 
the existence of the game itself was 
questioned 

It was a spontaneous emotional 
outburst but like all emotional out 
bursts it only touched part of the 
truth In the senes against England 


some encouraging facets had revealed 
themselves The emergence of Moha 
mmed Azharuddin, a batsman blessed 
with the skill of an artisan and the 
instinctive genius was Indian cncket's 
biggest boon Azhar’s record breaking 
entry into Test cricket was the sooth 
ing balm to injured egos and portend 
ed well for the future 

Ravi Shastn an uAsung all rounder 
had demonstrated throughout the 
senes that he was on the verge of 
breaking into the big league He may 
have disappointed as a towler in the 
Test matches, but his batting was solid 
and reliable Amarnath had reaffirmed 
that when in form he could bat as 
anybody else In the world In Sivara 
maknshnan India had discovered 
another stnkc bowler, in fact the only 
one after Kapil Dev 

And one had only to rely on 
Gavaskar and Kapil Dev the two out 
standing Indian cncketers of the pre 
sent decade Their form could only 
improve after their performances 
against England 

For the Benson and Hedges World 
Championship of Cricket, Gavaskar 
was retained as skipper despite hi$ fai 
lures But by then he had decided that 


he had had enough and even before 
his departure gave notice of his un 
willingness to continue as captain after 
this tournament 

The Indian team had been beaten 
4 1 by England in me one day 
matches But ail these ties were closer 
than the results indicate and could 
have gone either way The selectors 
experimented with too many players 
during the home series with the result 
that the team could never jreally settle 
down This is not profferred as an 
excuse for the defeats but an explana 
tion The selectors fielded what presu 
mably were the best teams and Eng 
land won fairly But were these the 
best teams that we could choose^ 

For the Australian leg, the selectors 
opted for a balance between exper 
lence and youth Veterans like Amar 
nath Madan Lai and Blnny were re 
called The master stroke was the 
inclusion of Sivaramakrishnan for the 
tournament The leg spinners selec 
tion evoked widespread cnticism and 
even cynicism More than even Gavas 
kar’s retention as captain Just three 
weeks later everybody was singing a 
different tune on both counts 

How and why India won the World 
Championship of Cncket and follow 
cd it with the tnumph in the Roth 
man’s Cup is too recent to bear repeti 
tion What has to be emphasised is 
that these victories would not have 
been possible if A) India had not field 
ed as well as they did For too often in 
the past the Indian team has been 
guilty of sla^ness of unprofessiona 
lism The lessons are obvious You 
field well and you can win the major 
tournaments Note the Prudential 
Cup win in 1983 the Asia Cup in 1984 
and then the two recent ones 
B) That personal differences have no 
place on the field Once Gavaskar and 
Kapil had patched up, or at least 
decided that it was more important to 
fight a common cause rather than 
amongst themselves, the outlook the 
morale of the entire team was revived 

This revival has been the most slg 
nifeant gam of the season Even a 
change in the captaincy after the Aus 
tralian tour had no untoward effect on 
the team members which is a pleasing 
development 

The most important gain is that the 
Indian team now believes it is a cham 
pion side and plays like one 

The victory against Pakistan in 
Sharjah, defending a paltry total of 
125 would otherwise not have been 
possible This as the West Indies side 
will tell you is the best and necessary 
ingredient for success 

This is the belief, cricket lovers in 
this country hope, will be carried for 
ward next season and the seasons to 
follow 
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Ravi Shaatri..UfhMe he have ditappolnUMitm a bowler in Teate,hh 
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NEW ZEALAND IN WEST INDIES 

t ^j_J Second Test 

Played at Gtiyana from April 7-12, IbS.*) 

OClLol 

on a 

dampner 

By A Special Correspondent 


T he second Test between West In¬ 
dies and the visiting New Zealand 
team at Goergetown was a dampener. 
The wicket prepared for the Test was 
so heavily loaded in favour of the bats¬ 
men that there was no realistic chance 
of achieving a result in the Test once 
Martin Crowe and Jeremy Coney had 
warded off the threat of Maclolm Mar¬ 
shall early on the third day 

The wicket was a batsman’s para¬ 
dise and rightly came in for severe cas¬ 
tigation from the two skippers and the 
West Indies manager. Wesley Hall In¬ 
deed. it has been surprising how the 
West Indies authorities have prepared 
such tracks when they have the most 
penetrative attack in the world 

But for all that the Test will be re¬ 
membered for some memorable bat¬ 
ting performances, from Richie Ri 
chardson and Desmond Haynes for 
the West Indies and Martin Crowe and 
Jererhy Coney for New Zealand 

The two 22-ycar-olds, Richardson 
and Crowe sounded out a warning to 
the bowlers in the world that they have 
now come of age. Both have been ac¬ 
claimed as promising, exciting young¬ 
sters for a couple of years now. 
Rich-'.rdson has a few hundreds to his 
credii, but his form overall has been 
patchy and he was being regarded as a 
fairweather player. 

Crowe, before this knock, hadtjust 
one hundred to his name in 20 Tests, 
the matchsaving one against England 
in 1983 He had followed it up with a 
supjerb first season with Somerset last 
year, but in the subsequent Tests, he 
had not quite lived up to the expecta 
tions of his teammates and country¬ 
men. 

The redeeming feature of this Test 
thus was the metamorphoses of these 
two outstanding youngsters. If Martin 
Crowe got greater acclaim and also 
the man of the match award it was on¬ 
ly because his was a fighting hundred 
and at least for half the duration of his. 
innings he was under tremendous 
pressure. And of course he had to face 
a more lethal attack 

Richards won the toss for the se¬ 
cond time in succession and promjrtly 
chose to bat His move was vlndk;ated 
as the New Zealand bowlers tqlted 



Martin Crowe...a metamor¬ 
phoses of this young cricketer 


hard all day. with no help from the 
wicket, to claim just two wickets for 
271 runs. Greenidge was out early for 
10, but Haynes and Richardson made 
merry when the sting went out of the 
attack as soon as the ball lost its shine 
for Richard Hadlee to exploit any help 
from the wicket. 

Predictably, the West Indies bats- 
mert went for the runs on the second 
day, Richardson, not out on 140 over¬ 
night, went on to compile 185. his 
highest in Tests. But he looked out of 
depth on the second day and tok two 
hours and 50 minutes more to add 46 
before he was run out. However 
Gomes, Richards, Logie and Dujon 
chlp[>ed in with fast, useful tuns and 
West Indies had rMched 511 for six 
just after tea when rain, wMch has 
been dogging the New Zjsnlandejrs 


here, arrived, to make any further play 
imp)ossiblc.. 

Richards had no option but to de¬ 
clare at the overnight total when play 
resumed on the third day. In his first 
series as captain, he is keen to prove 
that he Is indeed the logical successor 
to Clive Lloyd and had made some 
brave efforts to win the first test too. 
And when Ken Rutherford edged 
Garner to Dujon in the second over ol 
the innings, Richards went all out for 
the kill with as many as eight men be¬ 
hind the wickets. 

West Indies met with another suc¬ 
cess an hour later when John Wright 
who was batting well along with JefI 
Crowe, was slow in responding to a 
call from his partner and run out by a 
direct throw from Desmond Haynes. It 
was a needless loss of a vital wicket. 

In the post lunch session, Marshall 
coming on for his second spell struck 
two quick blows to send New Zealand 
reeling to 98 for four. His first spell had 
been erratic, good balls interspersed 
with frequent wides and no balls. But 
after lunch, he was on target and it 
was easy to see why he is the most de¬ 
vastating fast bowler in contemporary 
cricket 

Jeff Crowe and his younger brother 
Martin were all at sea against him %nd 
it really was no surprise when'Jeff was 
bowled for 22. beaten by sheer pace. A 
little later, skipper Jeff Howarth was 
snapped up by Des Haynes at short leg 
off a lifter from Marshall and New 
Zealand found themselves In a tight 
spot. 

But these are the circurhstances 
which' bring out the best in Jeremy 
Convey, as was evidenced In the first 
Test too, and the West Indies met with 
no further success that day. 

Convey played superbly. He shield¬ 
ed Martin Crowe from the fast 
bowlers, counterattacked Marshall to 
remove him from the attacK, and by 
the end of the day, had even tamed the 
dreaded pace attack of the West In¬ 
dies. 

In Coney’s company, Crowe got 
over his nerv^ .and flwered.lis the 
evening tb piay sotAie beauttfUl 
-strokes. 






ready added 132 runs, a record for 
New Zealand against the West Indies, 
to take the total to 230 with only 81 
runs more needed to avoid the follow 
on and ensure a draw. 

Coney departed early the next 
morning, caught in the slips by Ri¬ 
chards off Holding. His departure 
seemed to effect Crowe's confidence 
too, and in the pre lunch session New 
Zealand could add only 52 runs for the 
loss of two wickets, with Crowe mak¬ 
ing just ISof them. 

The post lunch session saw Crowe 
at his best. With Ian Smith giving him 
good company, Crowe cut loose with 
.9 flurry of superb shots all round the 
wicket, first to reach his hundred and 
then to race towards his 150. The two 
put on 143 before Smith was leg be¬ 
fore to Marshall playing across. 

With only the tailenders to support 
him, Crowe went after the bowling 
and had reached 188 when he was last 
man out, leg before to Joel Garner. 
Holding had chipped in with two wick¬ 
et, those of Cairns and Boock. 

Crowe's marathon innings had not 


only saved the Test for New Zealand, 
but will have provided him with a 
strong dom of self confidence and one 
can expect many more runs from him 
in the future. 

By the end of the day. West Indies 
had reached 41 for the toss of Haynes, 
caught behind off Hadlee. With the 
wicket still playing true and no chance 
of a result, the West Indies plodded 
along on the final day to reach 268 for 
six before the game was called off Ri 
chards did not apply the declaration 
because he claimed that on this wicket, 
it would have been “unfair to ask my 
bowlers to have a go at the batsmen 
The redeeming features of the final 
day were a knock of 59 by Greenidge 
who had failed in the first innings, and 
a hit for six by Larry Gomes, his first in 
47 Tests! 

Scoreboard 

West Indies (lit innines): 

C G Greenid^ b Chat&ld 10 

O. L Hiynes b Hadlee 90 

R B Richardson run out !8& 

H A Gomes Ibw b Cairns 53 
V.A Richards M Smith b Coney 40 
A L Logie c Hotuanh b H.^dlee 52 

P. J DUion not out 60 


Extfd^s(b 1. w I nb3)21. 

Total (for tS wkis deci 511) 

Wicktft (ell ati 3. 221.327. 394.407.511 

Bowling; Htidfare 2555«3 2 (nb-2), Chatfiekl 304' 
1221. Cairn* 36S 106-1 (nb lKBoock42 U 1060<wt). 
Coney 18-2^1, Howarth 4 1-15 0 

Now Zealand (lat inningc); 

J G Wright run qui 27 
K.R Rutherford c Dtaon b Garner 4 
J J' Crowe b Martha 22 
M 0 Crotee Ibw Gamer 188 I 
G P Houvirth c Hayfies b Marsiv^il 4 
J V Coney c Rrfwds h H<^ing 73. 

R J. Hadlee i Ou^nb Marshal! 16 
i D S Smith {bw Maishatl 53 
B L Catms b Hoidinq 3 
S1 Boock b Hr^mg 0 
E J ChatfteM not out 3 
Extras (b2. ib 12 w-6, nb-27t47 
Total 440 

FalfolwlcMolS.245 381.498 5240.626L7404. 
8415. 9415 

BowHng* Marshall 33 3 110-4, HSnb 6w). Gamer 
?7 5 72 2(inb).Hpldirw28 6 893llnb) Burts 47 12 )13 
0 Richards 8 1 22 0 (femes 8 2 20 0 

West Indies (2n4 Inninm): 

C G Greenidge c and b Coney 69 
D L Haynes ( Smith b Hadlee 9 
C Butts c Smith b Hadlee 9 
R B Richardson c J Crowe b Caims 60 
H A Gomes c sub b Rutherfotd 36 
A I- Logic not extt 41 
P J D^n b Cairns 3 
I V A Ktc hards not out 7 
Extras (b 7. Ib 24. w-1. nh 2)34 
Total wickets deci) 268 
Fat) of wkhetK I 22.2 46.3 150.4-19). 5 207.6-225 
BowHns Hadlee 16 3 32 2.Chatfiekl 16-2430.Boock 
183 52 0. Cairns 18 4 48 2. Coney 10 3 20-1. Rutlwrford 
9 1 38 1. Howarth 5-4 2 0. Wright 3120 






FIGURES ARE FUN 


FOLLOW 'EM WITH BBM 


A 'pair’ on debut 


T he promising 19-year-old New 
Zealander, Ken Rutherford, had 
an unhappy start to his Test career by 
failing to score in both innings on his 
debut at the Queen's Park Oval. Port- 
of-Spain, Trinidad, in the first Test 
against West indies from March 
29-April 3, 1985 He was caught at 
forward short leg off Marshall in the 
first innings, and tragically run out in 
the second 

He thus becomes the 187th player 
(the 27th New Zealander) in Test his¬ 
tory to bag a ‘pair’ on the 215th occa¬ 
sion -the 29th time for New Zealand 

More pertinently, this is the 2lst 
time in Test annals that a batsman has 
had the misfortune to record a ‘pair 
on his Test debut. Rutherford also be¬ 
comes the sixth New Zealander to get 
a ‘pair’ on his first Test appearance 


Ian Smith, and Gary Troup (a ‘king 
pair’, i.e. first ball dismissal in both in¬ 
nings, vs India at Wellington in 
1980-81) 

Other Kiwis who have got a Test 
‘pair’ are (jary Bartlett, Henry Cave, 
Ian Colquhoun ( a ‘king pair’ vs Eng- 
'and at Auckland in 1954-55), John 
Cowie, Arthur Dick, Noel Harford, 
John Hayes, Terry Jarvis, Warren 
i.ees, Tony MacGibbon, Lawrence 
Miller, Dick Motz, Matt Poore and 
Mike Shrlmpton 

But the ‘crown of thorns’, as far as 
.New Zealand is concerned, goes to the 
unfortunate Bob Blair who was dis¬ 
missed for a ‘pair’ thrice in his Test 
career 

Two Indians have had the mortifica¬ 
tion of being dismissed for a ‘pair’ on' 
thier Test debut ■ G S. Ramchand vs 


The first two Kiwi debutants to 
suffer this fate 55 years ago created a 
remarkably quaint record by becom¬ 
ing in the first innings two of the vie 
fims in a hat-trick performed by a 
bowler who also w&s making his Test 
debut! 

This happened in New Zealand’s 
first-ever Inaugural Test at Lancaster 
Park, Christchurch, in January 1930 


England deeds) 19,52 and Maninder 
Singh vs Pakistan (Karachi) 1982-83. 

Legspin maestro Bhagwat Chan¬ 
drasekhar holds the record for being 
the only one in Test history to be dis¬ 
missed for a ‘pair’ four times, one of 
them being a ‘king pair’ vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1977-78. Bishan Singh 
Bedi has suffered this fate thrice, 
whilst Mohinder Amarnath has 


against England, when fast-medium 
bowler Maurice James Carrick Allom 
took four wickets in five balls, includ 
ing the hat-trick - two of his victims 
being Kenneth Cecil James and Fre¬ 
derick Theodore Badcock, both of 
whom went on to bag a ‘pair’ by scor¬ 
ing a ‘duck’ in the second innings also, 
but this time falling a victim to two 
other bowlers 

Sixteen years later, two more Kiwi 
batsmen bagged a debut ‘pair’ in the 
same Test Charles Gordon Rowe and 
Leonard Arthur Butterfield failed to 
score in both innings of the Wellington 
Test against Australia in March 1946 
Both debutants were claimed in both 
Innings by the great Bill O’Reilly. Rowe 
was bowled both times and Butterfield 
was trapped Icg-bcfore both times’ Ah. 
cricket, cruel cricket' 

In the 1978 series in England the 
Kiwi fast bowler Brendon Paul Brace 
well was caught at the wicket in the 
first innings off Bob Willis and in the 
second Innings he failed to score be 
fore Geoff Miller bowled him This was 
in Brendon’s debut Test at the Oval in 
July 1978 

Among the Current crop of Kiwi 
players who liave bagged a ‘pair’ in a 
Test are John Braceweff., Lance 
CairnSi Jeremy Coney. Bruefe Edgar, . 


bagged a "pair twice 

Sixteen other Indians who have 
bagged a Test ‘pair’ are Roger Binny, 
Ramakant Desai, Dilip Doshi, Farokh 
Engineer. Gadkari, Vijay Harare, Jai- 



Mpnittder SMsh.,.(b« mivon4 ] 
dffiot G.S. Rtimch0t^ ' lo' 


be dtt^diiMd foe a 


simha, ‘Nana’ Joshi, Prasanna, Panka) 
Roy. Dilip Sardesal, Surendranath. 
Naren Tamhane, Dilip Vengsarkar, 
Venkatraghavan and Yashpal Shar- 
ma. 

Sri Lanka apart (none of their 
players has bagged a Test ‘pair’ yet), 
no Pakistani, ha^seen dismissed for a 
‘pair’ on debut, though eleven players 
bagged a ‘pair’ later in a Test: M.E Z 
Ghazali, imtiaz Ahmed. Iqbal Qasim. 
Javed Burki, Majid Khan, Mudassar 
Nazar, Nas’mul Ghani. Saltm Alta|, Si- 
kander Bakht, Wasim Bari and Wazir 
Mohammad. 

Among the 23 West Indians who 
have bagged a ‘pair’, only one of them 
.suffered this ignominy on his Test de¬ 
but ; Alf Valentine vs England (Man- 
chesten) 1950. 

Similarly, the list of 46 Australians 
who have bagged a ‘pair’, includes on¬ 
ly one Aussie who did so on his first 
Test appearance; Mike Whitney vs 
England (Manchester) 1981. 

The 36 Englishmen who have 
bagged a ‘pair’ sometime or the other 
in their Test career include three who 
failed to score in both Innings of their 
first-ever Test: G.F. Grace vs Australia 
(The Oval) 1880, C.I.J Smith vs West 
Indies (Bridgetown) .1934-35, ‘ and 
GrahanT Gooch vs Australia (Bir¬ 
mingham) 1975. 

As many as eight South Afijeans 
among the 23 who ba^ed a Test ‘pair’ 
did so on debut: C.S. wimble vs Eng¬ 
land (Cape Town) 1891'.92, J.T. 
Willoughby vs England (Port Eliza¬ 
beth) 1895-96, J.J. Kotze vs Australia 
(Johannesburg) 1902-03, RS.^: Jones 
vs Australia (Capie Town) 1902-03, 
T.A Ward vs Australia at Manchester 
in England during the 1912Tiiartglilar 
series. P.T. Lewis vs England (Durban) 
1913-14. C D. Dixon vs England (Jo¬ 
hannesburg) 1913-14, and CJN. Mc¬ 
Carthy vs England (Durban) 1948 
49 

T.A, Ward of South Afttpii (as 
above) is the only batsman in Test-his¬ 
tory to bag a 'king pair’ on Test debut 
One other Springbok also got a'idng 
pair’ later in his Test career; C. Wlasley 
vs England (Nottingham) 1960. 

Without the evidence of e icore> 
book, it is difficult to trace aH ^ "king 
pairs’ in Test artnals., I KaVe so far 
traced five as above; Chandrasekhar, 
Colquhoun. TroUp. Ward atid Wesley.. 
Can any discerning and towfbddea- 
. ble t^der add this 






INTIMATE INTERVIEW 


4i 


Richie Richardson 



Name: Richard Benjamin 
Richardson 
Nickname: Richie 
Star sign: Capricorn 
Birthdate: January 1,1962 
Height: 177 cm 
Weight: 81 ko 
Hair colour: Black 
Marital status: Free, sin^ and 
disengaged 

Favourite dish: Seafood, parti¬ 
cularly fresh fish 

Favourite drink: Local ginger 
beer in Antigua 

Favourite TV show. Good Times 
Favourite newspaper: The 
Telegraph, London 
Last book read: I don’t get much 
time to read 

Favourite music: Calypso, reggae 
and soul 

Favourite holiday resort: None I 
never have time for a holiday 
Favourite relaxation: Listening 
to music 

Own car; Toyota 
Favourite other sport: Soccer 
and basketbaU I played soccer in 
Antigua but I don’t get a chance to 
plr^/ now. 

Fears; Any senous intury iriiich 
would prevent me from playing for the 
West (rates 

Superstitions:,! put my left shoe 
and teh pad first, but its not a 
superstition, juSt a habit. 

Favourite flelding pr^km: The 
outfield, covers or mid-wicket, I only 
started fielding m the shps last year 
Favourite ground: Antigua It’s 
not Bnsbane, even though T'vc had 
two good scores there this season — 

It was overcast both times 
Luckiest break; Gus Logie’s 
illness which allowed me back into the 
Test team to make my first Test 
century against Australia last year 
Most memorable match: When I 
scored 154 in the Fourth Test in 
Antigua against Australia last year, in 
front of my home crowd 
Biggest disappointment: I haven’t 
had any 

Worst ii^ury: I haven’t had any 
major irvunes 

Most promising teammate: 
Courtney Walsh 

Countries played in: England, 
Australia, India 

Most difflcuit bowler to face: 
Pakistan’s leg spinner Abdud Qadir I 
faced him in Australia last season 
dunng the World Series 
Favourite all-time player Viv 
Richards 

First team: Eminre Cricket Club 
at age 16 

Ambitions: My immediate ambi 
bon IS to be a top-class cricketer, ■ 
scoring a lot of runs for the West 
Indi«' 



INTERVIEW 
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*1 never admitted defeat* 


DENNIS LILLEE, for so long 
the attacking spearhead of 
the Australian cricket team, 
has settled easily into retire¬ 
ment from the game to which 
he gave so much. Here the 
greatest-ever fast bowler 
talks about his career and 
cricket as it is today... 



Pennis tlllee,., "GeMng as rnonp wickets as pdssiblefor my team ifias 
, that entered my mtna’ , - 


Q. Exactly how hard is It for you 
being away from cricket? What do 
you miss most and least? 

A. So far I haven’t missed being 
away from cricket at all. f must say, 
however, that I do miss the comrade¬ 
ship of a team sport. Least of ail 
among the things I miss is.the routine 
of keeping at a physical and mental 
peak. 

Q. Do you feel you owe your fa¬ 
mily a debt of time at home? 

A. Yes. 1 was conscious of that debt 
more and more as my cricket car^r 
advanced, and now I am conscious th¬ 
at I must repay it. I am certainty taking 
daily steps in that regard. 

Q. Cricket set you up financially, 
but from what fields will you be 
drawing your income from now un¬ 
til pension day? 

A. Cricket’s exposure through ad¬ 
vertisements has certainly given me a 
lot. However, I am by no means set up 
financially to the degree of self- 
sufficiency. As to the future fields of in¬ 
come, 1 really don’t know the answer 
to that as yet. 

Q. Do you have any interest in 
becoming an official, a coach or a 
commentator? Do you feel you owe 
the game anything? 

A. No, 1 don’t have any Interest in 
being an official, a coach or a com¬ 
mentator - not at the moment, at any 
rate Maybe never. As for , owing the 
game something, eVeryone who has 
played our great game owes It someth- 

How can the lot of fiiit-class 
cricketers be further improved? 

A. Certainly I think by a greater de¬ 
gree of communication between 
players and officials; and I believe that 
only a true Players’ Association ,wiB 
ensure that. 

Q. What attributes must a fast 
bowler have for success? What was 
your greatest asset? 

A. Firstly, a great love for fast bowl¬ 
ing. allied to toughness of character. 
You must also be a finely tuned ath¬ 
lete, have skill and determination and 
h never-say-dle attitude. I consider my 
greatest asset was that I was never 
prepared , to admit defeat tight up to 
the last ball. 

Q. If your wickets in World Ser¬ 
ies Cricket had been added to your 
Test wickets, your record wouMf be 
well over 4(M. Do you feel bitter tii- 
at WSC wickets will never be 
recognised? 

A. I think they should be recognised, 
but it doesn’t worry me diat they 
aren't. 

Q, Do you feel you would still be 
cbmperitive and euoeessful If y«i 
were cuUed into tipti Atwbraniiu 

Tast team 



Q. What gave you tfie greatest 
satisfaction during your career > 
the matcshtp, the fame and public 
adulation, or the personal acneive- 
ments? 

. A. The mateshlp above all else - 
yes, definitely the mateshlp. 

Q. What kept you going to over¬ 
come serious injury and after you 
had achieved ever^hing the game 
can offer? 

A. A great love for cricket. 

Q. After a number of controver¬ 
sial incidents during your career^ 
do you think you will be remem¬ 
bered as something of a ‘bad boy* 
or Ned Kelly antihero rather than a 
pure sporting legend in the Brad¬ 
man mould? 

A. If I am remembered as someone 
who gave 100 per cent at all times. I 
don’t care what else I am remembered 
for. 

Q. Do you remember any particu¬ 
lar spell you bowled during your 
career when yoii felt you couldn’t 
possibly have bowled ^tter? What 
seasons do you regard as your best? 

A. No, I don’t remember any parti¬ 
cular spell that falls Into that category. 

1 was happy with every season except 
1982-83 against England, when my 
knee stopped me. 

Q. Many people say your psycho¬ 
logical dominance of batsmen 
gained you many wickets regard¬ 
less of the merit of the delivery. Do 
you agree? 

A. Yes, .I am sure it did play a large 
part In my success. 

Q. Some cricket Journalists are in 
your ‘black book’ despite the fact 
that they must all have written th¬ 
ousands of words in your praise 
during your career, at least as a 
bowler if not a man. To you, when Is 
criticism justified and when is it 
not? 

A. I realise that cricket journalists 
have a job to do, but some of them un¬ 
fortunately use their position to vent 
personal feelings rather than to report 
in an unbiased fashion. 

Q. Why has Western Australia 
failed to produce one fast bowler of 
note since yoii . first broke into big 
cricket, particularly as you must 
have been an intmiratlon for thou¬ 
sands of young West Australians to 
bowLfast? . 

A. i suppose the kids affected during 
the 70s and early SOs are probably 
about 15 to 20 years old right now and 
are in the starting biock& 

Q. When you saw Aushralfa’s ca- , 
p^loBon to the West Indies In the 
First Test in l^tlh, did you feel sy- 
numhy for former team mates, or 
embanfonment for < obvious def’- 
oieiices? ■, : 

A. I ww O ghlat beating a team 
r^faich Im thrfo very ekp^nced 
players, and only time sw expeilence 


Q. Who is the best young crick¬ 
eter in Australia today? 

A. If ever I have seen a potentially 
great emerge In Shield Cricket, there is 
no one so obvious as young Craig Mc¬ 
Dermott. 

Q. During your career there were 
a number of batsmen that ap¬ 
peared so totally under your sjpell 
that they were regarded as your 
‘bunnies’, Did you enjoy their sufo 
jugation, or was it just part of your 
job as a fast bowler? 

A. Getting as mjany wickets as possi¬ 
ble for my team was all that entered 
my mind 

Q. What years were the most en¬ 
joyable for you as an Australian 
player? 

A. I loved all the years, especially 
the excitement of the. World Series 
Cricket years. 

Q. The Ian Chappell era was 
known for its mateshlp and team 
spirit. Did you feel this weakening 
during your last seasons, and if so. 


did it lessen your appetite'lor tl|d 
game? 

A. No, 1 didn't partkularly noHcs 
any weakening of mateshlp and team 
spirit. Any lessening or appeitite wat 
due to overexposure to cricket and 
years of playing full time, 

Q. Does the current .Australllfni 
team need a few players'with fire in 
their bellies, such as Lillee, Marsh 
and I. Chan>ell? 

A. I am sure the current ptayerr 
have all that. 

Q. Would you have liked ,to play 
South Africa In a full Test series, 
particularly In the early 70s when 
they had such a magnificent team? 

A. Yes, dearly. 

Q. Do you feel your personallts 
clash with Khn Hughes in the lat¬ 
ter part of your career hampered 
his development as captain? 

A. It had no relevance to his abihh 
or tack of ability to captain a team. 

Couitwy; Au«lnU*o CrtcM 
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C A(,L^ME vainglorious or a crush¬ 
ing bore ^ut I am going to brag. 
And why not? 

Every team 1 supported in 1984 85 
turned an instant winner 

Both NSW and Australia walloped 
the mighty West Indies at Sydney. And 
India won all the matches and the 
World Championship of Cricket with 
elan reserved for the invincibles. 

To cap it all, my state NSW won 
both the McDonald’s Cup fa limited- , 
overs inter-state tournament) and the 
coveted Sheffield Shield. 


lian captain Allan Border, Queensland 
scored 374 runs. Allrounder Trevor 
Hohns hit a century and Border 64 
after NSW speedsters Imran Khan 
and Dave Gilbert had made early 
breakthroughs. 

NSW started strongly with a 98 run 
opening partnership between John 
Dyson (66) and Steve Srplth (76). 
Then there was a mid-innings collapse 
before rescue came in shape of a tall 
19-year-old Steve Waugh who timed 
the ball to perfection to score 71. NSW 
totalled 318 (Jeff Thompson 3 for 83. 
Carl Rackemann 2 for 80 and John 


Queensland scribes were drafting,stor¬ 
ies headlined as “We've done it at laSt” 

The giant fast bowler Carl Racke¬ 
mann was on the kill and even the 
partisan Sydney crowd gave NSW lit¬ 
tle chance. But Clifford,. 25, thought 
differently. He batted with total calm 
and commonsense, adding 34 runs for 
the ninth wicket with Bob Holland. 

Then the new ball was taken and 
Holland was dismissed by the first 
delivery. At the “eleventh" hour came 
number 11 batsmen Dave Gilbert with 
11 runs stilt needed for victory. 


It was NSW’s first such double¬ 
triumph, their first win in limited overs 
championships and their 38th Shield 
victory in 93 years. 

NSW has won the shielcT most 
times, followed by Victoria 24 times. 
South Australia 12 and Western Aus¬ 
tralia nine. Queensland aijd Tasmania 
have not been successful. 

The Sheffield Shield was inaugurat¬ 
ed in 1892-93 but due to the World 
Wars there was no competition from 
1915to 1919and from 1940to 1946. 

This season’s grand final against 
Queensland at Sydney was a real nail- 
bltcr. NSW won by the narrowest of 
margins, by one wicket on the final 
day. 

Queensland had performed bril¬ 
liantly during the entire season and 
were determined to win the shield for 
the first time ever. Led by the Austra- 


Maguire 3 for 90) to trail Queensland 
by 56 runs 

But this advantage was frittered 
away as Queensland lost their opening 
batsmen for 3-both to Imran. 

The fourth day provided gripping 
suspense, Queensland all out for 163, 
Imran grabbing 5 for 34 and left-arm 
spinner Murray Bennett 4 for 32 
Needing 220 to win, NSW lost 3 for 
64. 

The final day was a cliff-hanger. 
NSW needing 156 runs and Queens¬ 
land seven wickets for a win 

NSVy skipper Dirk Wellham was 
bowled by Thomson for 39 and soon 
NSW were 5 for 100 

The most consistent batsman of the 
season Peter Clifford and Imran took 
the score to 140 when the latter played 
an irresponsible pull shot. Soon after 
NSW became 8 for 175 and the 


Having taken a hat-trick a fortnight 
ago, Gilbert now became a batting her- 
o, scoring 8 not out, smacking « four 
off Rackemann to give NSW ap emo¬ 
tional victory. 

And emotional is right. “Mum, I feel 
sick," Is what Gilbert, 24, told hi* 
mother after the match. “I thought I 
was carrying the world on my should¬ 
ers.” For a tail-cnder, he had a healthy 
batting average of 80. The reason, he 
remained not out 12ifimes,outof 13 

“That was the bigge^ thing ever to 
happen to me,” said a beaming Peter 
Clifford, whose 83 not out made 
NSW’s win possible. He had also 
scored the most runs'this Sheffield 
Shield season, 889 runs at 55,56. 

Bob Simpsori, the NSW coach and 
former Test captain, found it hard to 
contain his excitement and said it was 
the most emotional moment he Had 
experienced at a cricket match. 



A few metres away, the Queensland 
giant Rackemann cried unashainedly. 
He had bowled magnificently to take 6 
for 54 In 30.2 overs (and 8 for 134 in 
the match), yat Queensland failed to 
win. “It’s like being hit In the guts,” hci 
said amid tears. 

Allan Border was generous in de¬ 
feat by describing the final as “the best 
game of cricket I’ve played this sum¬ 
mer.” 

The attendance of 26,842 for five 
days is not much. But so poorly are 
.Sheffield Shield matches attended th¬ 
at it was the biggest crowd figure in a 
shield match at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground since 1 %4-65. 

When Fred Bennett, the chairman 
of the Australian Cricket Board, pre¬ 
sented the shield awards, he said "the 
match had brought cricket hack to 
life.” By this he Implied that cricket In 
Australia had t^n dying from an 
over dose of one-day matches 




The Bombay Miracle 



Bombay’s captain Sandeep PatU and mainstay Ravi hold aloft the Ranjt Trophy they won by beating Delhi 
In the final 


T f H; 1 ‘)84-Hr) scdson of the National 
Cricket Championship for the 
iCmii Trophy commenced with ct 
match Ix'tween Hyderabad and Tamil 
Nadu at Hyderabad from November 
Id 15 U)S4 and ended with the final 
between the reicjning champions foi 
the pievious season. Bombay and the 
iimners-up I>elhi from April 15 
l‘)H5 

I he champions. Bombay who en 
tererl the final on ddrd occasion, re 
tamed the title defeating Delhi bv 50 
runs to win the Kanji Trophy for the 
•lOth time- 12b times outright and four 
times on first innings lead 

Altogether 4fo .ional matches on lea 
gue basis and nine knock out 
matchcs-makmg a total of 55-were 
played during the season, out of which 
only 20 matches, played on 3 day lea¬ 
gue basis, were decisive and the rest of 
the 26 fixtures ended in draws Out of 
nine knock out games, six were dcci 
stye while the remaining three games 
finished indecisively. In other words, 
29 out of 55 fixtures, were drawn and 
in only 26 games, could either side 
achieved result. 


Bombay raised the highest total of runs in the season. 


the season by compiling .548 in the se 
'mi-final against Tamil Nadu at Bom¬ 
bay. whereas Jammu and Kashmir in 
their encounter against Punjab at 
Cliandigarh were dismissed for the lo 
west total of the season of 70 and 80 in 
their first and second innings respcc 
tivelv 

Andhra enforced the follow on 
upon Kerala at Vijayawada and won 
tile match bv an innings and 50 runs 
while Uttar ■Pradesh enforced the fol 
low-on on two occasions-first on 

Highest 

Madhya Pradesh at Kanpur and later 
on the Railways at Moradabad. and on 
both these occasions defeated their 
opponents handsomely 

Ghulam Parkar of Bombay aggre¬ 
gated the highest of 660 runs in seven 
matches at the average of 55.00 per 
innings. Only six batsmen (Ghulam 
Parkar. Sandeep Patil and Lakhand 
Rajput of Bombay. V. Sivaramakrish- 
nan of Tamil Nadu. Padam Shastri of 
Rajasthan and BhashafPillaf of Delhi) 
could cross the coveted" mark of 500 


Shashikant Khandkar of Uttar Pra 
desh scored the highest of the season 
by piling up 261 not out against Rail¬ 
ways at Moradabad. whereas V Slvar 
amakrishnan. another opener from 
Tamil Nadu, earned the honour ol 
scoring a maximum of three centhrics 
during the season-lfX) not out again?! 
Kerala at Tellichery. 108 not ouj 
against Bihar at Madras and 117 
against Bombay at Bombay 

Mohammad Azharuddin of Hydera 
had and Padam Shastri of Rajasthan 
distinguished themselves by hitting a 
century in both Innings of a match. Az¬ 
haruddin. in his only appearance fot 
Hyderabad this season, scored 121 
and 105 not out against Andhra at 
Machhalipatnam and Padam Shastri 
hit 159 and 101 not out against Rail¬ 
way at Kota. 

Ravi Shastri created histora vylth bis 
knock of an unbeaten 20u'aflafrist 
Baroda at Bombay. He hit all tnei^ 
deliveries of t^e 10th oiNir from ^rp- 
da’s. Titak Ra) for sixes at the Whnk- 
hede Stadium, thereby erhitta^fr^ dte 
earlier ferord of hlttti^$ik fbcei fit an 
over by C^rfkM Sobers of 
amehiie who had c^tne ft 


20 


Nash of Glamorgan at Swansea in 
1968 in the Country Cricket Cham 
plonship of England 

Shastri also created a world record 
of hitting the fastest double century by 
reaching 200 In only 113 minutes and 
off only 123 dejivenes, thereby sur 
massing the earlier record 120 minutes 
jet by G L Jessop of Gloucestershire 
against Sussex at Hove in 1903 in the 
County Cncket Championship in 
England 

Shastn’s 13 sixes in the knock are 
also a record number of sixes in first 
class cricket in India beating C K 
Nayudu's 11 sixes hit for Hindus 
against the visiting M C C side at 
Bombay in 1926 27 

All the Vidarbha batsmen reached 
double figures in their encounter with 
Rajasthan at Akola while Ghulam 
Mohammad (twice) Parve? Qaiser 
and Zahoor Bhatt of Jammu and 
Kashmir A Sabnis of MP Rayee/ of 
Keraia I Patham of Saurashtra and 




G/iufam ParkarMgheat aggregate of 660 runs In seven matchesat 
an average of 55.00 per innings. LEFT- Ravi is congratulated for 
having claimed one more wicket 


skipper M N Ravi Kumar of Andhra 
earned a pair of spectacles during the 
season An interesting feature of the 
lournami nt was that aitbough A Sab 
ms from Madhya Pradesh played all 
the four league matches for hts team 
he could not of en his account in anv 
cine of them 

H Wdsu of Vidhaiba was dismissed 
in a lare kind of dismissal obstructing 
the field in thur match against Rajast 
lian at Akola 

Skipper Madan 1 al of Delhi has 
earned the distinction of bringing 
about the best bowling of the season 
when he dismissed as many as nine 
Jammu and Kashmir batsmen for only 
St) luns at Delhi while the best match 
figures were achieved by Rajinder 
Goel of Haryana who captured seven 
w ickets in each innings against Jam 
mu and Kashmir at Rohtak to aggre 
gate match figures of 14 for 74 Goel 
also finished with the most wickets to 
his credit during the season-39 cap 
tured at an average of 16 71 in sis 
games for Haryana 

Debutant Rajesh Yadav Test 
player Shivlal Yadav's, brother com 


ineiued his Ranji career with an out 
standing performance with the ball 
Not only did he capture seven wickets 
in his very first match for Hyderabad 
but he went on to claim as many as 11 
wickets while conceding 127 runs in 
his very first match for Hyderabad 
against Andhra at Machhalipatnam 

The outstanding fielder was Shishir 
Hattangadi of Bombay uiho rn seven 
matches held 11 catches and another 
Bombay player Chandrakant Pandit 
dismissed a maximum of 19 batsmen 
behind the sttimps by catching 15 and 
stumping four in six matches for 
Bombay I besides scoring 382 runs at 
the average of 42 44 with an unbea 
ten knock of 106 against Gujarat at 
Bombay 

Like Rajesh Yadav N Hirwani of 
MP (five for 101 against Rajasthan at 
Bhilai) K Arun Kumar of lamilNadu 
(five for 59 against Kerala at Tclli 
cfiery) and H Surendra of Karnataka 
(five for 126 against Delhi at Banga 
lore) gave a good start to their career 
in the Ranji Trophy by capturing five 
or more wickets in their very first Ranji 
match 


SUDHIRVAIDYA 











ENGLISH CRICKET 


Moody Boycott 
a let-down 

By Bob Taylor _ 


I T WAS no secret that Geoff Boycott 
felt he should have been given the 
England captaincy once he ended his 
self imposed exile in 1977 and turned 
down Kerry Packer 

Yet Mike Brcarley was far superior 
as a captain-a point underlined when 
he had to go home after breaking his 
arm on the tour of Pakistan and New 
Zealand in 1977 78 and Boycott the 
vice captain took over 

When we got to New Zealand it was 
clear that Boyes was wound up about 



being captain as well as our best bats 
man 1 think he took the lesponsibili 
tics far too seriously and m my view 
his behaviour also left a lot to be de 
sired 

During the Wellington debacle 
when we lost for the first time to New 
Zealand he was guilty of a bad piece 
of public relations in front of the Eng 
land players and many spectators 

Richard Collinge had bowled him 
playing an uncharacteristically loose 
shot, and he walked back to the laavi 
lion in a fury 

A schoolboy of about eight years of 
age chose the wrong time to ask for his 
autograph as he stalked back Boycott 
pushed him aside and gave the l^y a 
tew well chosen words for good mea 
sure . 

Of course the boy might have cho 
sen a better time but there was no ex 
cuse for such behaviour from the Eng 
land captain-although he later apolo 
gised 

In the next Test at Christchurch he 
again buckled under the responsibili 
ties of captain We just failed to make 
them follow on and I noticed some 
he^ds were starting todrop in the field 

I said to Boyes Come oOv keep go 
ino-lust QMt more wicket to get and 
we've stlA got a good lead 

1 ‘HejBwed up et me and said 


and leave it to mt 

And I snapped back VV 'I 1 
yourself then 

He didn t seem to realist that I t i 
simply trying to get everyoru up in 
encourage the taplan 

Worse was to follow When vtt 
needed quuk luns in the stcoinl m 
nirigs Boyiott batted as if all the t ut 
of the world weit op his shoulders Wi 
sat seething in the dressing room 

Ian Botham sad Don t woriy II' 
sort It out And sure enough he did so 
when It was his turn to bat He nn 
Boycott out quite blatantly and prti 
ceeded to smash some much needed 
tuns 

Boycott came back to the dressing 
loom in a fury lay down put a fowel 
around his head and ignored us 

Phil Ldmonds asked him if hi 
should go in next to smash some quick 
runs and the captain of England re 
plied You can please yoursHf what 
you do 

it was left to Bob Willis the vu e 
captain to sort out the rest ol the bat 
ling order 

Gower’s too 
casual for 
top job 

D avid GOWER has been an 
adornment to tne England side 
ever since he came mto it but 1 am 
not sure that he is captaincy material 

Although he has a good cricket 
brain he is a fairly casual character 

On tour he often used to be late for 
nets official functions or team dinners 
and 1 think it will be difficult for this 
particular leopard to change his spots 
with responsibility thrust upon him 
Only time will tell 

Basically he is too good a player to 
be distracted by the job no matter 
how prestigious it might seem to him 
Heaven knows we are short enough 
of Class as it is 

1 would hate to think that the cap 
tamey would coincide with a continual 
decline in his batting-because David 
Gower at his best is one of the great 
sights in English cncket 

rt * 


The following morning, boycott Kad' 
snapped out of his sulk but was very 
indecisive about a declaration and 
Kenny Banington our manager had 
to talk him into it 

In the end magnificent bowling won 
us the game but the captain gets no 
credit for that from me And no other 
player on that tour would have pre 
ferred him to Brearley 
Continuing the Derbv and Eng 
land wicketkeeper's hard hitting 
look at the international cricket 
'>rene 

Why Mike’s 
straight 
bat policy 
paid off 



M ike BKEAKLLY lost the crucial 
batting ycars-between 29 an i 
iO- because he wanted to pursue his 
academic career yet this awareness 
that there was more to life than < riy k< i 
was one of his greatest streriqths 

It wasn t that he didn t try as bats 
man or captain It was simply that he 
brought a broad perspective to the 
game and wouldn t be dogged by su 
spicion or convention 

Mike would never be afraid to try th 
mgs and his coojness was marvellous 
And he has been the only captain to 
handle Boycott and Botham proper 
ly-Boycotl through quiet cajolery and 
Botham through a mixture of leg 
pulling and firm leadership 

It was strange that Brearley could 
handle characters like Boycott and 
Botham but could never come to 
terms with Phil Edmonds 

Mike would sometimes fly off the 
handle at Phil-even though a man of 
his intellect and psychological depth 
should have realised that Edmonds 
was just trying to rile him 

1 supjDose every man has his blind 
s|3ots and Edmonds was ceitainiy one 
of Mikes 

Next week; Bob on Botham and Willis 




INTERVIEW 


IMRAN KHAN 

‘I’ln realistic and 
I e^joy every 
moment of my life’ 


By David D’Souza 



it I ndia along with the West Indies Is 
1 the best one day team today, but 
are not such hot shots in Test 
matches ’ said the 32 year old Imran 
Khan who was in Bombay on his way 
to Pakistan after playing for the 
Prasanma Benefit match in Bangalore 
Sitting for a hurried interview after a 
late lunch at the Cafe Royalc of the 
Oberol Towers along with 

five fnends Imran was reluctant to say 
anything controversial “I’ve come to a 
lot of grief over what I've said in the 
past few years and the way things 
stand for me and Pakistan cncket in 
my country I don’t wish to aggravate 
matters 

Talking on cricket, he said that Pa 
kistan had had things their way at 
Sharjah, ‘but we bungled it We lacked 
team spirit as you might have seen to 
win At Melbourne, we played well, but 
we simply did not seem to get going I 
guess India were lucky not to have us 
as one team In fact, like our fans back 
home, I too wanted to scream and yell 
when we played badly against Ii^dla in 
Sharjah and Melbourne” he said 
Imran Khan, the playboy of cncket 
has signed a contract to play for Sus 
sex the coming season He arrived in 
India after playing for New South 
Wales, Australia, where they had a 
thrilling win over Queensland in the 
inter state tournament for the McDo 
nald's Cup (limited overs) and the 
Sheffield Shield, and Imran, the 
contracted speedster of NSW had a 
big hand to play in NSW’s thrilling 
one wicket win in the final 

“Pakistan has good talent but we 
still have to marshall them, said Imran, 
who was sitting relaxed on a couch in 
brown cords and stopped red tee-shirt 
“But our cricket structure has to be 
changed That is a must But my voice 
IS not big enough as I have realised in 
the past “I dout went to say anything 
against our Board, tnit I think it is high 
time some drastic changes take plara 
for Uie sake of Pakistani citeket We 
have been getting a lot of kick of late 








“My first priority ts to erase a lot offiaws which are very visible in our Board" 


and I think the Board would do well to 
have a look in into thcuc matters ” 

My first priority In his context is to 
erase a lot of flaws which arc very visi 
bie in our cricket But it is wrong for 
me to condemn them But I’m alone in 
this matter Most of my colleagues arc 
not In the position to be outspoken 
and the few that there are, are in the 
employ of the same institution that 
supports them.” he continued 
“In India there is a lot of money in 
playing cricket You get them by play 
ing lor your country and state, and by 
way of products, get benefit matches 
act in flints, etc, but in Pakistan we 
don’t make any money for the rainy 
day Many people think that we make 
plenty to enjoy ourselves No we don’t 
Asked what are bJs immediate plans, 
he said, “I want to play against West 
Indies on their own soil, before 1 decide 
to quit I think they are the best, and 
they are a someb^y with whom I 
would like to play with great joy 
"We play against Sri Lanka in a 
3 test series soon, but I wish I had 
more competitibn, especially tests 
Since I wa$ out pf test tji^icket hr near¬ 
ly 2 years, I vkant to pli^ more of that 
No, I don^ thiidi I lest tny speed, but 
my ^ythem has ceitaiidy bem faulty, 
bttk more test matches I wilt be 
About KapM. is 



not a good allrounder, maybe he was 
some years ago but not now I have 
been playing cncket for 14 long years, 
and when 1 do quit maybe a month 
year or two years from now 1 would 
like to go out fighting not in the true 
sense of the word of course’ 

Imran is pretty philosophical about 
life and women, the latter playing a 
controversial role in his Itfc “I am 
pretty liberal and when I’m not playing 
cncket I like to have fun I think wo 
men should be given a big role to play 
in today’s world As far as life is con 
cerned I take K as it comes I don’t ex 
pect much out of it because when I 
did, I was let down horribly Now I Just 
roll with the punch Sjnd enjoy every 
moment of it 1 don t look in the future 
I just go through my life season after 
season I’m a realistic guy ” > 

Asked when he is likely to get mar- 
riej}, he said ‘ Not yet I still have.to 
squeeze a lot of pleasures from life 
And 1 don’t want to comment on the 
filihstars that I have been linked with 
Asked whether Bomba'y has been 
hospitable to him, he said “Bombay is 
dying I think the city has seen better 
days The government has given up 
the city, I think,” he said, laughing 1 like 
Delhi better It has culture, tr^ltion 
and of course, it is clean very unlike 
your city Bombay Is on the decline” 


rUKZagiiqii^ 
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PRASANNA BENEFIT MATCH 


A super-duper treat 


T he two Prassana testimonial one- 
day cricket matches at the 
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bangalore 
provided exactly what the bumper 
crowd wanted—a super-duper treat. 
In fact th^ got an overdose of it with 
four hectic centuries (three of them 
on the second day) studded with sixes 
and fours galore. 

There was a crowd of 40,000 on the 
first day and 45,000 on the second— 
an excellent response indeed for onq 
of all-time greats of the game When 
asked on the eve of the match what he 
expected from the crowd, Pras said; 
“Let me be frank. I feel that I have 
done my best for the game and there. 
should be a sort of equation where 1 
get the best too for my benefit 
matches as well.” The equation was 
just right. 

Exactly 500 runs were scored in the 
first match (both were 40 overs-a side 
encounters) with Rest hitting 248 for 
eight and the Indian XI winning with a 
tally of 252 for four as Ravi Shastri 
stole the thunder with a superb 120 
which had 17 fours and four sixers. 

Mohsin Khan, warming up late, 
scored 61 (six fours and two sixes) for 
the Rest and after two delightful 
knocks from Sri Lankans Roy Dias 
(42 with seven fours) and Arjun 



E.A.TS. Praaanna 

Runatunge for whom former Australian 
skipper Richie Benaud has high 
praise, G.R. Viswanath shoed all his 
old mastery with a top score of 66 not 
out with 14 fours and a six. 

But everything paled into insigni¬ 
ficance once Ravi Shastri stepped on 
the scene. He came up with amazing 
flicks off his toes sending the ball 
speeding to the fence and struck four 
huge sixes in his century. And 
Azharuddin. easily the most popular 


THE SPORTING LIFE 




SOMe HUSBm>6 UKB TO PISH WHBH THB/ eo 

ernes ukb to petH 

Line TO HtKB., THBN TTfEFHf'S MY HAROLD.., 


cricketer of the lot, nriade his 
customary 40 plus. 

Sunday was a rip-roaring day with 
the bowlers tossing ’em up and the 
batsmen simply running anrock. The 
crowd enjoyeef every moment as 72 
boundaries jvere struck in all and the 
ball flew right over the boundary on as 
many as 40 occasjpns. 

The start was quiet as the Indian XI 
put in to bat were off to a Test match 
beginning’ and lost Sadanand 
Vishwanath early. Vishwa, had earlier 
been struck on the back of his head 
while ducking to an Imran delivery 
which did not rise as high as he 
expected. 

Gaekwad fell to Ratnayake who 
had hit the headlines this season with 
his fiery pace bowling in the World 
Championship of Cricket in Australia 
where he broke a couple of teeth 
belonging to Larry Gomes of the West 
Indies. 

Then the fireworks began' with 
Azharuddin and Vengsarkar lashing 
out. He got 18 fours and seven sixes in 
rapid succession in his unbeaten 153 
while Vengsarkar got 50. 

In came Kapil and if one had not 
seen his knock Mainst Zimbabwe in 
the Prudential Cup they saw his 
magnificent power as he hammered a 
century in 33 minutes off only 33 balls. 
Ten sixes came off his bat and he had 
five fours. 

• The Rest batsmen were determined 
to continue the fireworks and Mohsin 
Khan, after a quiet beginning, went 
berserk cracking 11 fours and seven 
sixes—three in one over from 
Sivaramakrishnan—in his 100. 

Duleep Mendis (78 with 10 fours) 
and five sixes kept the scoreboard 
rattling, but it was Imran Khan who 
provided the delightful dessert for the 
batting feast. 

The first two overs saw him offer a 
dead bat—and then he cut loose. He 
faced just 44 balls for his 79, hitting six 
fours and seven sixes, two of them 
clean out of the ground, being 
tremendous hits. Inbetwcen there 
was a brief 36 by Syed Kirmani who 
got three sixes and the Rest won 
easily. ^ 

What a weat benefit match it was. 
The most heartening feature of it all 
was that when India is having strained 
relationships with both Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka, cricketers from those 
countries have come aU the way to 
play here in excdlent Sf^riL Lo^ live 
the gbrious ^me of ci^ket. : 

R. ARV1ND>M , 
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By Frank Wright 


“I never thought 1 
had any real chance 


Harold’s incredible sprint 


A t 3 p m on July 7 1024 six run 
ners stepped on to the track at the 
Colombes Stadium in Par.s foi the se 
cond serrrf final of the OlympiL 100 
metres 

Among the runners who lined up 
for the second semi final of the shor 
test of all track events was a stocky 
white clad Englishman Harold Abra 
hams the man who was considered to 
haw no chance of winning a medal 
He himself had gone to Pans with the 
feeling that his hopes were very limit 
ed 

Yet on the previous day he had sui 
prised everyone by winning his second 
round heal in a time of 10 6 sei onds to 
equal the Olympic record and here he 
was in the scmi final 

At last the gun barked and the so 
lunners leapt into then stride it least 
five of them did Ihe othci HaioH 
Abiahams was lett badly Into tht- 
lead went Charley Paddoi k the reign 
mg Olympic champion and world le 
cord holder for the event It looked hke 
a runaway victory for the (oinous 
American 

I ben the Englishman picked up his 


stride and with the crowd roaring him 
on he gradually drew level with Pad 
dock and in a fantastic finishing burst 
flung himself forward to breast the 
tape first 

EQUALLED RECORD 

His time' was 10 (i second® to equal 
the Olympic record foi the second 
time in less than 21 hours and reach 
the final 

But there are no medals for semi 
final victors There was still the final to 
come ancf Abrahams was experienced 
enough to know that Paddock and his 
three American team mates all of 
whom would line up for the race' that 
mattered would prove far sterner op 
position n the final 

It seemed unlikely that l^acidcKk 
Would allow liimsc If to be beati ii a sc 
cond time i i one dly csficc illy by a 
roinparaticelv unknown tiigiishmaii 
Hut if the reigning Olympic sprint 
champion did lose his tit'e the man to 
lake it fioin him would probably be 
Jackson Scholl Ihe young Amciican 
who had romped away with tfie fust of 
the Olympic semi finals 



ft 9 ff}mpd a strnnqe wny to prepare for a race^ 


Abrahams had plenty to occupy his 
mind as he left the Colombes track to 
await the most Important race of his 
career Any psychological uplift he 
might have received from his semi 
final victory and the fact that he had 
twice equalled the Olympic record for 
100 metres was tempered by the th 
ought that no Bntlsh runner - no 
European in fact - has ever won an 
Olympic 100metres title 

Americans had taken the gold me 
Hals in five of the six Olympics com 
prising the modern Games With four 
of their representatives in the 1924 fin 
al It seemed that only a miracle could 
prevent them making it six sprint gold 
medals in six Games 

SIGHTSEEING 

Ihe final was lined for around 7 
p II lint cve'inq which nica it thr' 
Ab'ahams fi id (oui hears lo nocc 
from his SI nil hnalvlclorv four hour 
to recharge h s physical batteries 
four houis to prepare his mental ap 
proach to the next vital test 

Eont hours .s >.i lung time When the 
tension IS mounting with every second 
and those 240 minutes oetween semi 
final and final could have been sheer 
torture for the 24 year old ex 
Cambridge University athlete Fortu 
natcly his coach Sam Mussabini, rea 
lised only too well the effect of the 
mental strain of that long wait He de 
elded to take an unusual course 

He chartered a taxi and he and 
Abrahams spent most of the four 
hours driving around Pans, sightsee 
mg in the sunshine 

It was a strange way to prepare for a 
race of such importance byt Mussabini 
knew that to keep Abraham’s mind off 
the final was sound sense 

When they returned to the Co 
lombes Stadium Abrahams was cn 
tirely relaxed mentally and a few 
minutes loosening up quickly dis 
pelted all effects of that dnve round 
the streets 

Ihe temperature had dropped con¬ 
siderably since the sweltering heat of 
the afternoon when the six contestants 
for the 100 metres final were called to 




By Ken Rosewall 


It’s time for discipline 


B ritain CjAVF tennis to the 

world Ihrouqh the commercial 
acumen of Major Walter Clopton 
Wingfield in patenting Sphaiistmue in 
the 187ns [hat name did not last 

long but the game It specified did ind 
from then onwards it spiead aeioss 
the world 

Since then the Biitish have given 
birth to many new calualile factors of 
the game including the International 
Clubs network the lawn Icmnis 
wiiters Association which was eo 
pied in many other countries and the 
Umpires Association again copie 1 all 
round the world 

[he latter was recently takyn under 
the wing of the British Lawn Tennis 
Association unlike the rest of the 
world they have kept that word 
Lawn alive and made it more of a 
professional gioup This included the 
appointment of Bob Jenkins an inter 
nationally known umpire as (jracling 
ind Training Officer of the British 
1 emus Umpires Association the name 
that replaced the old assoc lation 

A forceful and enterprising man hi 
does not suffei fools liglitly and Ins 
forthiight relations betwe-'en some ot 
tfie members ind the association sc' 
up a lot of ill feeling 

I his leached its climas when he ar 
rived at his office on January 4 there 

SENSATIONS OF SPORT . 


tfit start I he huge c towel th It o K kc I 
the St idnirn bu/A I with eseitement 
as the world s fastest spunteis took up 
their I mes 

I ive of fhc'm we rc ill n v h tc loin 
Americans and [Hai >1 1 Abr ihams 
1 lu sisth was t isily distiiiuu sh ib'c 
dressed all in bhek ttic New /ca 
lander Aitfiut Roriitt 

The’ crowd hushed to a vibi iting 
murmur is the six men took their 
marks Tfie starters Ciet set' sound 
cd cic'arly 'n the near silence the stai 
cato bark of the staitei s gun cchoe i 
up into the stands and the race w is on 
for the 1924 Olympics sprint title 

I he SIX runnels leapt into full stride 
as one man and it 29 metres iheu 
was still npt an inch betccecn them 
Powcifullvbuilt Chailev Paddock was 
running beautifully so was Jackson. 
Sc hole 

But Harold Abrahams was up with 
them flanked on cithei side by the 
other two Americans Loien Murthi 


to be to'd to clear his desk by lunc 
htime and to get out He had bc->en 
sac kc d by the I f A 

This dismissal irose from a spc'cial 
general meeting of the BTUA But 
many members felt unhappy ibout ih 
IS because briiscjut or not he pos 
sessed considerable drive and was 
never frigntened of straight from the 
sfiou'det talking 



Jimrnv Connors once agoiii 
involved in o disgusting episode 


1 fc 1 C 1 dl It I 1 I t' l-" -IS 

discovered iftei tlu Didst igi final in 
which Jimmy t omiors and John 


11 ml C'lcstci Rc wrn in wilt 
Aithur Pc nut tiiding ikuig in lane 
sis 

At the hilf cJistance with the nuit 
mui if the ciuwd Msiiut to i welling 
thunder of sound eveiyone espected 
I’ id loc K to make 'us devastating burst 
to the ! ipt 

IN TRONT 

Paddocks huisi u is mate tied bv 
VhcM/ and Point! ind Abi ib irns I oi 
I siilit second thee seemed t i be to 
getfier I lie n oiii m m w as n to b. 
taimncj on itie olticis a white clad 
iLimici with tlu Union lick cmbla 
one (I n his cfic si 

( )cei lb >se last fc'W desperate yards 
It w as Aliiahams all the way 

With bead thrust forward arms 
flung back like a swexiping bird tie 
flung himself at the tajK’ Less than a 
stride behind him was Schob with 


McEnroe behaved so badly that the 
United States Tennis Association Pte 
sident made several public apologies 
lor their behaviour Since then the 
USTA have drawn up a contract for 
Us team members are now required 
to siijn Me f nroc and Coriting have 
shown no willingness to concur 

Me anw hile Jenkins has thrown in a 
minoi hc'iT b bv blaming the referee 
and umpires at the final for poor han 
dling n ev were you vc guessed 
light Briti h He said The Connors 
luisines, w IS 1 disgusting episode but 
the Biitisli handliii) of the Davis Cup 
lid nothing to improve oul standing 
im ing tlu w uH tennis officialdom If 
I liai* be< n m office' with the LTA I 
cculd reitiinlv Have had something 
to S 1 V 

f his contietemps is in reality a 
condemnalion of the weakness of the 
Me’iis International Professionals Ten 
ms Council the real governors of the 
world game They have bent their 
knees to the megasponsots who in 
turn bow humbly to the stars who pull 
in the crowds especially those that 
turn up hopeful of brawling rather 
tharii»ure high quality tennis 

I efo not know the ins and outs of the 
Jenkins aftaii 1 do know that court be 
haviout nowadays may well destroy 
the game__ 


Nc w /e ilandc t Aithui Porrilt fhiicf 
place 

I Lnold Abrahams had become the 
fust British runnel the first European 

to wir' an Olympic gold medal over 
the 100 metres sprint course Abra 
hams had aehieeecJ the impossible 

Years later he wrote Until 24 
tiouis before the final 1 never thought 1 
had anv real chance of defeating the 
tour Ame i e ms 

It IS not an over statement to sau th 
at Harold Abrahams victory in Pans 
vas sensational He won in a time of 
H)b seconds his third record 
equalling performanec in two days 
and that in itself was remarkable 

tven today only one other Euro 
pdan has ever won an Olympic 100 
metres sprint title - m 1960 when Ar 
min Hary' (W Germany) was the gold 
medallist 




Richie 

Richardson.. .career 
best knock of 185 in 
the second Test 


aQj^ift$t New . 
















IMMORTAL QUOTES OF CRICKET - 23 




**What a game of cricket’’ 

By Shankar Abhyankar 


C ricket is an unpredictable 
game, and it is even more so in 
one-day encounters One simply ran- 
-not predict the outcome till the last ball 
IS bowled That was what exactly hap 
pened when Essex and Middlesex 
battled at Lord's, Saturday July 23 
1983 for the Benson and Hedges Cup 
Final. 

The competition had provided 
many thrilling and memorable mo 
ments. but what happened on that 
fateful Saturday was simply unforget 
table 

When Len Owen, a Director of Ben¬ 
son and Hedges was asked at the press 
lunch on the eve of the match what he 
wished for. he replied- A great final' 
What he witne.ssed the following day 
was something incredible, one of the 
greatest encounters in one day thril 
lers 



Barlow'S 
dismissal 
brought 
Gatting to 
the wicket 
amidst tre¬ 
mendous 
applause 



Two of the best sides m the county 
championship. Essex and Middle.xex 
put sword to sword and the result v.as 
the oscillating thrill of a sensaliona' 
match 

‘The morn of July 2.3. ]0K3 wa.s 
rather misty and there was that fasciii 
atlng and disappointing dii//:le and 
therefore Fletcher, the Essex captain 
even after winning the toss took a 
long, deliberate pause, before asking 
Middlesex to bat on a damp wicket 

Lever who was back in the team 
after his surgery on a stomach abscess 
was not quick enough, but it was Neil 
Foster who bowled extremely well and 
•was successful In swinging the ball 
dangerously. His aggressive mood was 
immediately rewarded When Gooch 
took a brilliant catch to dismiss Slack. 
ThB,ortc down man was Radley and 
he t^an quite confidently. 



Neil FoBter... bowled extremely 
well and was successful in swings 
Ing the ball dangerously 


Foster was now bowling like a ram 
paging bull and in the tenth over he 
knocked down Barlow's middle stump 
with a beautiful inswinger Barlow's 
dismissal brought Gatting to the 
vx'icket amidst tremendous applause 


Essex bowlers, swinging the ball, 
scam up. just short of a good length, 
frustrated Middlesex to the point of 
suffocation At the end of the 29th 
over, the score stood at 72 for two 

^ Gatting was restless ancl he turned 
Gooch to the square-leg boundary, 
making a dash for three runs. But the 
third run was not there as Foster's 
accurate and fast throw came right on 
the top of the stumps and in a flash the 
exuberant David East broke the wicket 
to frustrate the desperately diving 
Mike Gatting 

I'omlins was out to the first delivery 
he faced - l.b w to Gooch - and Midd¬ 
lesex were in deep waters at four for 
74 Turner bowled economically to 
concede only 24 runs off 11 overs 
Now Embury anchored and Radley, 
jdaying the golden inning, started a 
thumping counter attack 

'Embury was struggling to put bat- 
to ball, but Radley soldiered on. Push-' 
mg here nudging there, crouching low 
and presenting an image of defiance" 

Radley duly completed his century 
and was cheered imrhediatcly by the 
-trong crowd Unfortunately for Essex. 
Pont dropped Radley at 59, Embury 
left at 123. but Radley was successful 
in plundering 73 runs off the last 
eleven overs 

t veil then. 196 off 55 overs was not 
only a meagre, but poor total. The 
I ssex viciory was confirmed before 
hand - but the Middlesex players were 
also no exception, 

Graham Gooch's majestic stroke- 
play practically killed the enthusiasm 
of the Middlesex attack and his imper¬ 
ious innings was a grand contrivance 
to Radley's unbeaten 89 
At the other end, Brian Hardie .was 
also in a punishing mood anctall the 
loose stuff was Immediately dis¬ 
patched over the boundary line Nor- 
nan Cowans got a terrible thrashing 
in the second over when Gooch 
-racked him for three lovely fours 
After only ten overs, Essex were 71 
without loss, and that was indeed a' 
stunning performance. At 79 Gooch 
departed in his endeavour to repeat 
his majestic drive and was caught be¬ 
hind Now Mike Gatting. the Middle 
sex captain was ready for a psycho¬ 
logical war and tried every strategy to 
put maximum pressure on the Essex 
batsmen 

Essex were untroubled and practi¬ 
cally riding high at 113 for one off 25 

Overleaf 


.i.t 
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Graham Gooch... cracked Co¬ 
wans/or three lovefy fours 


overs and at tea. champagne was 
ready in the Essex dressing' room 
Obviously, nobody was interested in 
soft beverages 

The first turning point came after 
tea when McEwan and Fletcher fell in 
quick succession Fletcher's dismissal 
caused panic in the Essex dressing 
room Even the pundits were not vyor- 
ried, because Essex needed only 61 
runs of 23 overs with seven wickets 
standing 

■‘Now William bowled a bouncer 
which Pont took on the side of the hel¬ 
met Evidently the impact pressed a 
helmet stud into his temple and 
stunned. Pont reccxled and dropped 
his bat In doing so. he dislodged the 
off bail and was out. hit wicket Esscyt 
needed 46 from 17 overs with six 
wlcktets remaining" 

Hardic; unnecessarily calmed down, 
scored only 1.6 runs off 16 overs after 
tea It was impossible to score against 
Emburey who gave only 17 runs in his 
full quota of 11 overs. 

In desperation. Hardle made a wild 
stroke and was caught behind. After 
Gooch s Hardle scored 22 

runs off 29dvers. 

Essex fivedown 156. 


Then came the most vital partner¬ 
ship for Essex. Turner and Pringle 
started stealing singles under the very 
nose of Mike Gatting. The Middlesex 
captain was also desperate, trying 
everything that came to his mind 
They scored 24 runs, in 9 overs. 

Now Essex were only 17 runs short 
off their resounding victory over 
Middlesex with 30 balls and five wick¬ 
ets to spare It looked exceedingly 
simple -- at least on paper 

Pringle fell in the 52nd over and 
Essex need 12 of 23 balls. 

“David East managed one and there 
was a wide, but Turner, who had 
chosen to survive Embury when he 
might have hit. now chose to hit at 
Cowans in the gathering gloom He 
clouted "him to deep fnid on where 
John Carr, fielding as substitute for 
Williams, and acting as twelfth man 
through s|>ecial dispensation as he had 
already represented Combined Uni 
versities in the tournament, took a Im'‘ 
catch" 

But David East beautifully glanced 
Cowan’s delivery and Essex were just 
seven runs away from victory Next 
ball was a short pitched delivery and 
East tried to lift it over mid-wicket. 

Mike Gatting jumped but got only 
his finger tips to it But displaying 
amazing reflexes. Gatting whirled 
around, dived full length and took a 
magnificent catch 


Daniel, now to the horrors of his 
captain, bowled a wide and Esse.x 



where none existed 



Norman Cowan's... came back in 
the attack to claim three wickets 
in his last four balls 

needed five runs off eight deliverie-. 
Daniel, however, amply compensate, 
bv dismissing Ray East and the whok 
stadium grew tense to witness the fina 
over 

In came Norman Cowans, swinging 
his hands wildly, crushing the Lord's 
turf under his big shoes. Crossing the 
umpire up went his black arm and the 
red cherry was on its target 

That was a beautiful swinging 
vorker With his first delivery of the fl- 
.nal over Norman Cowans yorked 
Foster and Middlesex had achieved an 
incredible victory 

“Foster, for whom the game had 
held such rich promise earlier In the 
day. stood forlornly at the crease as 
the crowd swept onto the field 

Gatting. the master tactician had 
snatched victory where none existed 
Cowans, ravaged bytGooch, had come 
back to take three wickets in his last 
four balls. Essex had many of their 
players on the verge of tears...” 

It Was at 8.50 in the evening. Lord’s 
became a shadow itself, but the spon¬ 
taneous reaction was still echoing 
from the empty stand. “What a game 
of cricket”. ■ 

■ • .xposiirswrittc AtMiSMtialllM 
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DIANA EDUUEE 
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want to give 
more to cricket’ 


1 ^ 


By Sandhya Want 


O N a green lawn in England on a 
sunny summer day, when 
Englishmen first played cricket, they 
did not know that one day the game 
was going to be an international sport 
with hiqh stakes involved They would 
have be even more surprised— 
perhaps shocked to know that 
women have taken up the game 

Women’s < ricket is still young 
Slowly and surely it is gaining 
ret fKjnilion and respet t India has an 
official women’s team since 1973 
Young energetic Diana Fduljee is a 
member of this team since its 
inception 

C ric kef has been an integral part of 
Diana s life since her childhood when 
she played with the c hildren m her 
building Every evening was spent 
with < ither a bat or a tennis ball in 
hand 

Long before Diana entered 
proiessional cricket she lost four of 
her front teeth to the game “A ball hit 
me hard on my face’ she says “and 
there was this laige gap ’’ That gap 
was filled Diana got over the 
discomfiture to become the out 
standing bowler in women’s cricket 
becoming the first to take 100 wickets 
in Tests 

Diana’s parents have always 
encouraged her Her elder sister, 
Behro/c was also a member of the 
Indian team After schcxil, Diana 
decided that she would concentrate 
on cricket Her parents helped her 
along, without insisting that she 
should get a degree, like most parents 
would have done » 

“1 only wish that she would do more 
housework,’’ says Mr Eduljee with a 
nau^ty twinkle in his eye Diana’s 
mother vehemently disagrees “I only 
want her to play and play more, and 
achieve more than she has already 
done" Mr and Mrs Eduljce are 
known and introduced everyvwhere as 
Diana Eduljee’s parent®, much to their 
joy. 

The Indian victories at Melbourne 
ahd Shat^ have focussed attention 


on our male oriented cricket policy, 
and has shown up the stark contrast 
in the kind of media coverage that 
each team receives 

Glamour, traditionally asscxiatcd 
with women, is conspicuously absent 
from women s cricket Diana is 
unperturbed by this difference 
‘ Men’s cricket is well established and 
has been around for so many years 
Women have beep playing only for the 
past decade or so,” she says 
“f3esides, women have only two 
international matches a year The 
media awareness is growing, and once 
we are established, all else will follow ” 


It IS amaaing that almost all our top 
male cricketers are doing so many 
ads, but no ont has c ome forward 
with ad offers to our women 
cricketers ‘I don t understand this 
myself,” Diana says with a frown I 
even offered my services fue to 
Energee, hoping thal it would give a 
bit of publii ity to out (i ii ket Inii they 
did not take it up But < vioi ih il will 
come” she <idds with i lonlident 
smile 

A lot of scepticism is ('spnssirl 
especially by men abmit women 
playing cricket Mt n fi 1 1 that n m ikt s 
[contd <>n p 37] 









GBAAA is slipping 


ITH due respect to some com¬ 
mittee members ior whom / have 
high regard, a Mr. Whisper has been 
flitting around telling me that all is not 
well with the Greater Bombai> Ama 
teur Athletic Association 

Unfortunately, this columlnst cannot 
scorn these dull tidings, because his 
sources are Impeccable and when 
you bend your good ear towards 
these tidings, you somehow wish 
you had nothing to do with the 
motely lot who have been running 
the GBAAA to the ground and 
who have been putting pelf before 
selfless service to the sport which 
they have vowed to uplift.. athle¬ 
tics 

There have been so many ommissions 
and commissions on the part of 
GBAAA that to record It for pos¬ 
terity would not only Insult the In¬ 
telligence of the reader and the 
genuine fan of this sport, but would 
also occupy this column space. 

Suffice it to say that GBAAA could do 
well to start thinking afresh on the 
lines of revamping their present or¬ 
ganisational set-up. 

Which reminds me to remind GBAAA 
that their elections which were to 
be held in October last year are still 
forthcoming. 

These elections normally precede the 
athletic season in the city. This sea¬ 
son, the meets were held and or¬ 
ganised by the same people who 
have been doing so for so many 
years now. 

Mr. Whisper also wags his firtger at mie 
and proclaims that the elections 
are steeply rigged to the mask, th¬ 
ank you, and if you want to bet b 
foot in the GBAAi^ door, you've 
got to see that the foot li ab(lyaide<A 
by the heads and torsos of i^ld 
voters. 

And Mr. Whisper vehemeiitly substan¬ 
tiates the allegation that some of 
the voters have nb connection with 
athletics whatsoever. 

Another point worth mentioning, in 
passing of course. Is that the trials 
. which have just concluded at Bom¬ 
bay's University Pavilion to select 
the state team for the Open Ahtle- 
tic meet to be held in' Trivandrum 
next month were originally sche¬ 
duled to be held In Pune. 

But since the Bombay athletes, or 


rather the GBAAA. could not find a 
sponsor to thake them to Pune and 
back and pay for their lodging and 
hoarding there, they had allegedly 
laid the state body to postpone the 
trials by a week 

Although this part of the episode is yet 
to he revealed we should not con 
demn it as gibberish and in th light 
GBAAA'S recent gamboling into 
jhe unknown, it could all be true. 

0 0 0 *9 

B iswajeet bhatacharya. 

the golden boy of Indian soccer 
has finally come to terms with himself 
in a manner which is simply dumb 
founding literally. 

The striker, who perhaps styles himself 
as a glamour pin-up boy made a 
hash of a glorious chance to score 
into an open goal and to give India 
a head start in the first five minutes 
of the inconsequential match 
against lowly placed Thailand. 

But no He had to dilly-dally and let 
the Thai keeper pluck the ball from 
his feet 

Which somehow gives credence to the 
rumour that Biswajeet is being in¬ 
tensely persisted with although 
there are several better spearheads 
waiting in the wings. 

Biswajeet plays in fits and starts. He 
has his ups and downs, but of re¬ 
cent times, he has had more downs 
than ups and it is oniy thanks to him 
that such is the case. 

He has become too opportunistic and 


relies heavily on the help and mas¬ 
tery of his teammates. Today’s 
soccer IS not so 

Along with brains. thereJe need for tre¬ 
mendous amount of brawn and "to¬ 
tal soccer' is the name of the game 
todav. and never mind If your 
knees and shins are sore after the 
match and your colours are worn 
off 

Arid the shock of his imbelievably poor 
performance must have hit him sO 
hard that he was removed to the 
hospital In an unconscious state. hIs 
voice having been lost too. 

PASSING SHORT: 

ND as this is being written, the 
31st Bombay Gold Cup hockey 
toumamenl has just begun, and one 
fondly hopes that the Tata Sports 
Club gives Pakistan International Air¬ 
lines a good run for their money. 

PIA with enough national players in 
their side came two years ago. 
picked up the glittering Aga Khan 
trophy and flew away on silver 
wings to their roost across the 
border. 

But now, Mahindra and Mahindra who 
had made them sweat In the semis 
that year, will be certainly wiser to 
their ply and if they don't, they've 
got Tatas as their second line of de¬ 
fence to thwart the PIA tntenSon. 

The Bombay House lads are in ferric 
form, and good luck to them. 
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DIANA EDUUIEE 


Frowip.a5 


women muscular and unfeminine. 
Even a Westerner, Joe Buzagto of 
Gibraltar, feels that “it is okay for 
women to play.tennis, but cricket....” 
Diana shrugs her slender shoulders at 
this and laughs. “If you see some of my 
teari) members, you wouldn’t believe 
they could hold a bat leave alone use 
it! And we don’t do weight lifting to 
develop muscle. Though it would 
certainly strengthen our shoulders, if 
we did.” 

The neglect and stepmotherly 
treatment meted out to women’s 
cricket is best illustrated by the fact 
that till last year, women were paid 
nothing. They protested—played a 
match wearing black arm bands— 
and from this year they receive Rs, 
300 for a three day match and Rs. 100 
for a one day match. What measly 
figures compared to the millions that 
Gavaskar and his team make! “But it 
is a beginning”, says Diana optimist^ 
cally. 

Diana works with Western Railway 
on their supervisory staff. For the past, 
nine years, ever since she joined 
them, Diana has been trying to get 
them to form a women’s team. A 
meeting with Madhavrao Scindia has 
finally resulted in the team being 
formed last month. .,'So far, only 

Diana has got a lot 
from cricket 

Canara Bank patronises women’s 
cricket, but soon other companies will 
come forward and give the game a 
much needed fillip. 

Foreign tours always pose a major 
problem for the women’s team. They 
enjoy none of the facilities that the 
men’s team enjoys. They are not even 
given the usual $500 that a traveller 
gets. Food abroad is problem since 
they usually have to make their own 
arrangements. Diana relates an 
incident that occurred in New 
Zealand. 

“We asked for Indian food, but they 
were unable to arrange for it. So at our 
request, th^ provided us with the 
ingredients and stoves in the dressing 
rooms. The food was to be cooked 
and taken to the hotel rooms. When 
the girls had left for the hotel, and a 
few of us had remained behind and 
cooked the fpod, the chairman of the 
New Zealand Council sfepped in. She 
refused to let us take the fcxxl to our 
rooms arxl even told the hotel not to 
allow it. Only after explaining and 
-convincing the hotel authorities was 
this small problem served. 

“On the other harfb, when die New 
Zealand team wiis Ifere, they also 
-dielr own food. We went 
overboard -as usual with our 
They h^ th«r own 



The moat outstanding bowler In women’s cricket 


microwave ovens and were allowed to 
cook in thdr hotel rooms. We do not 
receive even a quarter of the 
hospitali^ that we give the visiting 
teams”, Diana says angrily. 

Marriage is not in any way a part of 
Diana’s {Mans for the future, though 
cricket and more cricket certainly is. 
"Sometimes, one marries for financial 
resons or for security," She believes. 


“I have neither of these problems.” 

Diana wants to play as much as sne 
can before she turns to the 
administrative side of the game. She 
has already requested schools to start 
girls’ cricket, and even offered to 
coach them free of charge. 

Diana Eduljee has got a lot from 
cricket, and she wants to give to the 
game all she has got from it, and more. 


37 





PRE-WORLD CUP SOCCER 


India grovel way 
down below 


SW Correspondent 


W HAT use all the camps initiated 
to weed out the weak and induct 
some of the best into the team^ What 
use if those selected do not understand 
the basic groundwork needed for top 
competitive soccer^ 

It IS not only a tremendous loss of 
financial security but also a loss of face 
for Indian soccer The All India Foot 
ball Federation should collectively 
hang their heads and cry for what 
they've done to soccer in the (ountry 

Their past manipulations and the 
paucity of ideas, coupled with moronic 
stolidity to rely on coaches that have 
seen the best of days, have come home 
to roost 

The Pre World Cup Football Tour 
nament matches that were played at 
the Yuva Bharati stadium in Calcutta 
last fortnight was a nightmare that 
could be well forgoteen But what 
purpose will it serve, if no one takes 
the cudgels against the selection of a 
team that is neither a new look or a 
sturdy one'^ 


If no one raises a hue and cry over 
these issues, they will lie there to be 
reared up once more and the AIFF 
will once again have a free hand in 
muddling up the team selection 

In the first outing against lowly 
placed Indonesia India played every 
thing but soccer and the goal that 
Narendra Thapa scored in the wee 
moments of the game (the equaliser) 
was Godsend as it helped redeem our 
position to some lengths 

India had to win this match to 
qualify for the second round of the 
competition and the opposition were 
easy meat as was witnessed that day 

They did everything but punt the 
ball into the goal even when the oppo 
sition did all shoot into their own goal 

Combination, which is regarded as 
an important aspect of the game was 
totally alien to the Indian team despite 
the fact that this team was playing 
their fourth match together 

The extent of India’s pressure 


throughout this 1 1 drawn match 
against Indonesia can be gauged from 
the fact that they earned as many as 
11 flag kicks in the whole match 
though all of them proved to be 
stupidly abortive 

There was an Individualistic streak 
running through them and never once 
did they make a combined effort for a 
purposeful move 

The Indian half line comprising 
Bikash Panji Mauricieo Alphonso and 
Biswajeet Bhattacharya was total 
failure and the traditional weakness of 
poor shooting made the conditions 
worse for the staunch 20,000 soccer 
lovers who sat livid in the rising 
summer heat 

Indonesia who took the lead early 
in the first half through Dede Sulai 
man expectedly went into total defen 
sivc to streghten their defence, and 
although the Indian changes came in 
the form of Camilo Gonsalves in place 
of Biswajeet and Babu Mam in place 
of the squanderer Sishir Ghosh the 




thwarted as the Indonesian 
ball out of the air, off a 


Biawajeet’a attempt at a header ia 
'keeper Hermanapatti plocks the 
Indonesian goalmouth melee 

added sting did not bite. 

Indonesia danced with joy after the 
referee blew the final whistle to signal 
the end of the match. India had given 


them the victory on the platter, and 
they did not say ‘no 

Indonesia have now assumed posi¬ 
tion as- the Group 3-B leader having 


There was joy on the field, because 
Thailand had resigned to their fate. 
This reverse, however, did not spur the 
Indian counterparts to produce the 
much-wonted face'saving-victory and 
the equaliser came through right 
stopper Tarun Dey who never visua- 










Derek Pereira (extreme right) heads into the That 'keeper’s hands In a match which India drew 1-1 with 
Thailand 


liscd himself scoring a goal 

Tarun Dey stood just above the 
opposition goal area during a flag kick 
in the dying minutes of the match and 
Maurltios curling kick landed just 
near Tarun who dispatched the ball 
high into the net on a half volley 

I he most atrocious moment of the 
day was when Biswajeet shot out after 
going through the lone defender and 
the Thai goalkeeper He held in head 
111 his arm and the spectators howled 
in dismay That was in the very sixth 
minute of the match Several more 
bunglmgs were recorded by all the 
otherstrikers as the match progressed 
and veritably the sparse crowd yelled 
for blood 

Biswajeet after the match was 
taken to the hospital in an uncons 
nous state and had reportedly lost his 
voice It would be unkind to say this 


but It was lucky he did not lose his 
senses after the performance he meted 
out against Thailand 

With these two draws on home soil 
India then met Bangladesh with five 
points from as many matches and the 
match against the neighbounng 
country was totally academic in every 
sense of the word 

India beat Bangladesh by the odd 
goal in three and they finished 
runners up to Indonesia the victory 
being of little avail 

This was India s second victory over 
Bangladesh in Dhaka India had 
beaten them by an identical margin 

Now what next is the obvious 
question on everybody’s lips 

This correspondent has exhausted 
his expletives In trying to make AIFF 
see the light of the day It is left 
completely to the head body of soccer 


in the country to make some drastic 
changes in the system of team sclec 
tion and coaching Foreign coaches 
should be brought immediately, but 
most importantly they should be ones 
who will command res|}ect. and not 
like the Yugoslavian coach Ctric 
Mllovan, who did not have ample tithe 
on his hands to mould the team 

Well, actually it was not his fault 
that Indian soccer is in such a mess 
There was interfering from all sides as 
to which player should be inducted 
into the teamavhich should not 

And Cine, after some time, began 
toeing the line because he felt it is 
useless to make the senior plajMrs see 
some sense, as It happened in Coching 
during the Nehru soccer International, 
when some of the senior pktyert, 
yawned, burned and hawed, and some 
even slept through the sessiorr erf taflts 
the Yugoslavian coach was gkrii^ 









$W Correspondent 


'T* HE coming hockey chief will her- 
^ aid great achievements. That is the 
general expectation. May be it’s wish- 
nil thinking.. But success could be a 
reality if you igo about It constructively. 

M.A.M. is a magical name. One as¬ 
sociated with big money. A big heart 
too where hockey is concerned. Will 
he be the man of destiny India is seek 
Ing to produce the success touch? 
Time will tell. But, as of today, the in¬ 
dustrial mefgnate of Madras Is tipped 
to take over the reins of the Indian 
Hockey Federation. 

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy was sitting 
on the fence. Whether to stand for 
elections or not to was the ticklish 
question. For him it was a case of once 
bitten twice shy. Personal prestige too 
was involved. But he learnt at Plghat 
that all wanted him back. He was 
pledged ;masslve support. His initial 
qualms have been tidied over. He has 
started lobbying - nay. dlhers are do¬ 
ing it for him. Twen^ States out of 32 
are exp^ted to root for his comeback. 

Will M.A.M. be the hero of the elec¬ 
tion episode? That is a question better 
•left unanswered today. Because the 
queen bees are sooming for the honey 
pot. Aslam Sher Khan is flying high 
these days. He Is a former India cap¬ 
tain zealous enough to become an 
M.P. close to Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. He Is the dark horse. His close 
association with hockey as an illus¬ 
trious player and sports observer 
makes him a candidate to be chary of. 
• Ambition where he is concerned is un¬ 
bounded. 

“I have contacted many State bo¬ 
dies who have assured me support”, 
he said telephonlcally. Though many 
write him off as a man talking big he 
seems quite confident. Who can really 
tell wNt may ultimately transpire? 
The men who will vote for the new 
presidMt can all be influenced. They 
generally go with the wind. And Aslam 
who has recently won a political elec¬ 
tion certainly knows the tricks of the 
game. He is certainly a notable rival 
forM.A.M. 

RumPUrs generally float around 
when an Issue of this sort comes up. 
The latest Is that A.I.C.S. chief, Mr. 
V.C, ShuWa. is rooting for K5. Dhil- 
loa He is yet,iinother plgh poHce qffi- 
ctaj from ^pjab who^'f4feks.to main- 
of hU predecessors 
=i«ho.^Ve be«».pOst IHP, pr^er^. 
- IT^ thpugh,ilsi^ 



M.A.M. Ramagwam}/... could be the 
Ideal man to control the reins 

the game has not been hot. l.H.F. vice- 
president Ravi Mehta too falls in the 
same category, 

A five-man field it is to be. The elec¬ 
tions have been fixed for May 10. One 
hopes, though, that Goa man, Mr. G S. 
Vagle comes up with the accounts 
first. That could be the snag for the 
Bomhay general body meet. That the 
l.H.F. has fixed a date indicates that all 
is clear. Conjectures and speculations 
are therefore running rampant not on¬ 
ly about who will be the l.H.F. chief but 
also who will accompany him as secre¬ 
tary. Mr. K L. Pass! stated, “Twenty 
states have written to me to keep on as 
secretary” It is learnt that Mr. Passi is 
running with Dr. Ramaswamy who to 
all Intents and purposes is the stron¬ 
gest contender for the prime post. The 
other candidates could only split the 
votes. Aslam Sher Khan will certainly 
be the ticklish kettle of fish. 

M,A.M. has been a past president. 
He has done much for Indian hockey 
In his own way. He seeks no personal 
gains from the post. His primary desire 
1$ to help raise our hockey. At Palghat, 
he said, “Every one must strive to raise 
Indian hockey. We can be the best 
again”. What better Ideal for a marat 
the top could any one ask for? His 
considerable affluerice too should cer¬ 
tainly help to give our hockey the filip 
it needs. 

Aslam Sher Khan, in this context 
too, offers ihuch utility value. Indian 
sport has been known to suffer be¬ 
cause government .wheels grind slow- 



Aslam Sher Khan... offers much 
utility value 

ly. Aslam is close to where power is to 
get facilities for the game. He could 
certainly influence government 
sources to boost hockey. As he is al¬ 
ready functioning in the Youth Con¬ 
gress for the promotion of sport an¬ 
other big office could be an extension 
of his activities. All said and done As¬ 
lam has the credentials. And when you 
analyse this post you will realise that 
the secretary generally does ail the 
dirty work. The president comes In 
when deadlocks materialise. Aslam’s' 
connections in this respect could help 
considerably. 

Letters are flying across the country 
concerning Ihis issue. The importance 
of this contest could never be mini¬ 
mised. The headless body which the 
I.O.A. took over needs a guiding force. 
Dr. Ramaswamy could be the ideal 
-man to control the reins. He had his 
share of success when India won the 
World Cup in 1975. That was our last 
notable hockey success notwithstand¬ 
ing our Olympic triumph at Moscow. 
A new leader could stem the rot which 
prevails In the I.H.F. today. The clean¬ 
up could help for a surge to go for tit¬ 
les so ehisiveto India today. 

Dr. Ramaswamy and Aslam Sher 
Khan will be much In the news In the 
next few days. They are the central fi¬ 
gure in what points to be an epic con¬ 
test. The men who vote have a grave 
responsibility to discern for them¬ 
selves. They must arrive at a vital 
question, “whether to opt for piersonal 
charm or to vote for the man who will 
raise Indian hockey” 


1 ‘ 
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INTER-CONTINENTAL CUP FOR WOMEN 


Coach’s statement 
smacks of excuses 

By A Special Correspondent . 


T he spectre of failure dogs Indian 
hockey. Whether it be men or 
women one excursion after another 
ends in disaster. Indian women went 
to Buenes Aires with high hopes.. 
They have come back deflated. No 
World Cup campaign for them now. 
They did not qualify. 

The Inter Continental Cup. was an 
elimination contest for the Vancouver 
meet next year. A 0-2 defeat at the 
hands of Soviet Union was the first 
reverse South Korea produced an 
unexpected setback when forcing 
India to a 1-1 draw. These two 
excursions virtually settled our fate. 
Whatever hopes India may have 
entertained about soviet Union doing 
India a service by beating South 


Korea did not materialise. 

The Soviets opted for safety play 
against South Korea. They had 
nothing to lose if they were beaten 
That was the obvious reason they 
rested their stars. Which canny coach 
would not? Obviously the point did 
not register with Satinderpal Walia 
The Indian coach raised a big- 
hulabalee about a fixed match. 

Indian coaches must be directed to 
keep their mouth shut. Diplomacy is 
no part of their overall make up. 
Often their statements are excuses 
for failure. A classic case is Walia’s' 
outburst. To accuse the Soviet Union 
of conniving for a draw is ridiculous. 
Russia and South Korea have never 
been pieas in a ptxl. The Indian 



coach’s allegations appear to be all 
hot air. 

Had Walia been loquacious 
concerning India’s defeat against the 
Soviet Union it would have been 
practical. Still better he should have 
commented on how we drew with 
^uth Korea. At the Asian Games in 
New Delhi three years ago, India 
whipped the Koreans 5-1. Would it 
affect Satinderpal’s status as coach to 
say the Koreans have advanced while 
India have not? That is an important 
question. Our coaches and managers 
invariably project a devious image 
when we lose abroad. 

To say India improved after early 
matches too is stupid. The latter 
fixtures were against Zimbabwe and 
Switzerland whom both Russia and 
Korea also routed. They were the 
weak teams in the group. Look back 
over the years and read India’s past 
achievements. You will note that we 
project an image of rare strength 
against weaker sides. Kudos for our 
flair flew in. But what counts is not 
delightful pl.ty but incisive stuff to win 
matches. The Indian coach has not 
commented on this aspect. His 
statement on arrival in New Delhi too 
smacks of excuses. “We did not have 
some of our key pilayers who hacito 
undergo college examinations’’, he 
said. Better had he said, “we played 
our best but it was not good enou^’’. 
That’s what we want from coaches. 
Pick out the flaws and strong pojnts. 


The Indian coaches mM$t 
be directed to keep their 
mouths shut 


India must see defeat in its ptoper 
perspective. A constructive appro^h 
is the best. Nobody will blame a coach 
if the material he has is not good. For 
so many yedfs now we have yet. to 
arrive at successful penalty-corner 
hitters. Rejbeer Kaur was at ohe ^me 
a near prodigy—a prolific gdaksetier. 
with the incisive touch. India pUwed 
beautifully in the Aaian Qainea. 
should have built. ..tip hopt That 
prendse, But dtat ht^ . 

. The Soviet Union was no b^wt 
;f«5 .in the series . 





they IvMe advance to become 
taMourttes after their ftie European 
Cup show^ The top player of the 
Buenes Aires contest (vas Natdia 
Krssnike<« whom we irfi saw here in 
India. She scored 18 goals. Was 
anybody from India so outstanding? 

The Rus^ns are strong built. 
They have speed too. But even with 
these attributes ln<8a hte always been 
a match for them. Why not now? 
What is the drawback? That is a point 
Satinderpal Walia must dwell on now. 
Manager Reena Mukherjee haS been 
silent all through. Has it been so 
because her knowtege of hockey is 
limited? Let us,not cast aspersions 
outside. Let us rather look to our own 
flaws to improve our image. 

Arriving for competition just a day 
before is had planning. There is no use 
crying after the event. India went to 
Buenes Aires only one day prior to the 
contest Other nations went much 
earlier. Coach Walia has pointed this 
late arrival as one of the reasons for 
India faring badly in the first two 
outings He is perfectly justified in this 
case The Sports Ministry must be 
made to realise the importance of a 
team being acclimatised especially 
when the environment is so different. 
Either a team goes early to play 
practice matches and watch other 
teams in action or just don’t send a 
team. This must be the maxim for any 
future excursion abroad 

Penny wise and pound foolish is the 
Indian approach. If funds are to be 
spent to participate the success 
element should show for the 
expenditure Especially when you 
have a team which can hold its own 
against others. Indian teams invariably 
leave in a rush. Coaches and 
managers know the drawbacks of this 
late departure. It is imperative to 


TheSAI must 
censure the 
coach for his 
inflammatory 
remarks. His job 
is not to pass 
censure over 
other nations. 

His task is 
essentially 
restricted to the 
performance of 
the team _ 

highlight this flaw because our 
government bureaucracy never seem 
to understand certain essentials for 
participjation abroad. You must get a 
feel of the pitch You must watch 
teams training to know what to expect 
when you meet them 

Australia invariably goes to each 
participating venue early even if th^ 
nave to bear their own costs. That is 
what has been giving them an 
advantage ever most teams in recent 
years Satinderpal’s statement, 
“^mc teams had arrived ten days 
prior to the start,” shows how other 
nations consider the importance of 
acclimatisation. 


Di^»rity c^.phyefcat nisng8t ha$ 
been.sfrened Indian women, thi^ 
are not strmg'enot^. Tnat’s a 
latable (datement. If you watch the' 
Uttar Praoe^ boys play ycxi see 
that thQt are all snuJI bu9t. But they, 
hit the ball better than burly pbwers. 
They tfanethe bait perfect^ thanksio 
dedication for perfection nere. Their 
ddtl ^es them an advantage over 
^nts. So it is not size or great 
stretch which makes much of a 
difference. Mohamed Nacem is the 
tiniest centre-forward in the world. 
Yet he is one of the best. So also is 
Mohamed Shahid. Just a couple of 
inches taOer in size but snu^ alt the 
same. Can artyone say that he is not 
the best inside-left in the world today? 

Strength has to be concentrated at 
the right spots. Muscle tone is what 
counts. Speed with the b,ill and the 
skill to make the right pass a.‘ the right 
nrxMnent is M^at is more impoft.i'ii If 
Indian women do not possess itiese 
attributes then it is a failure on the pai t 
of coaches and physical fitness 
experts to get them in that hint. 

No use crying ever spilt milk. The 
Sp»rts Authoiity of India has been 
blamed for the fitnc.st. a^peci “ There 
was no day-to-day chet I- up of players 
in the training camp,' the Indian 
coach said. The .SAI must dig rleei> 
into all aspects of this venture They 
must be highly technical loo. How 
many^jerkilly corrters were wasted. 
The number of chances not converted. 
Whether the rigid 5 3 2 system all 
through a match is feasible And they 
must censure the coach for his 
inflammatoiy remarks. His job is not 
to pass censure ever other nations. 
His task is essentially restricted to the 
performance of the team. If Inda 
failed he must show what kind of 
hockey our women played to finish 
with d«eat. 




by Marcus 




INDIAN MOTO CROSS GRAND PRIX- PUNE ___ 

A tough test for 
man and machine 



Austin Clews (England)-^nd Richard Stallard (Dubai) n^tlatlng a turn. Richard and Austin were second 

and third respectively In the overall position In the Open Class 


I T was a veritable test for man and 
machine. The man was garbed 
straight from the futuristic movies of 
the Mad Max genre, and the machine 
was tuned, souped-up and water- 
cooled to devilish efficiency. 

The Seventh PARA and the Fourth 
Indian Moto Cross Grand Prix at the 
custom-built Nehru Stadium, Pune, 
vihich concluded last week could not 
have got a better crowd than .tlje* 
45,(K)0-plus spectators who carfie 
from Bombay ancT neighbouring 
towns in,hordes. And the riders cRd 


not fail to give them the thrill of their 
lifetime by showing off their very best. 

The heat hung low over Ae 
sweltering mass of humanity and the 
dust flew by the ton. The tortuous 
circuit compounded the obstactes as 
the riders took the whoop^c-dot», 
the camel-humps and the table tops in 
their stride... the very mar^ of it. 

It was life on flte fast ti^k on that 
Sunday as nearly 130 rid^s $food_ 
under the starhng flag^in seven events 
tandng from the Open class for 
fprdgn motor bikes to novice ; 


.challenge race. 

And it was a wonder that the sj^s 
the riders had, did not pro^ fatal The 
slow rkJ®, or the toad, lay far back 
^nd gave way to those superspeed 
demons who emerg^Kl through the 
iswirling dust with thdr fron* wheeism 
•the air. The scene seemed nrozM irt . 
the heat of the mpment as the , a 

.metdlic creature on .a pietd «ve 
Wemon roared down, die ww w?'* 
land todr hugedouWfjwnpte^W 
Ifeto the lir, to, dtOnt, 





Craig Hacking rears his British Armstrong near the finish line. He 
came first In the Open Class event 


tor iirtore 

The pit was a banshee of deep 
throated rumble and highwhineing 
engines as the mechanics swarmed 
over the machines, and the riders, the 
grim outhning their eyes and necks, 
stood fidgeting 'by their mounts, 
straining to move out and onto the 
starting ramp 

The Indian Moto Cross Grand Pnx 
for Foreign machines was won by 
Craig Hacking, a strapping 19 year 
old from London, by the proverbial 
cat’s whiskers. 

Riding a Bntish Armstrong 250 and 
pitted against two' df nis own 
countrymen and 14 other foreign 
particiRents, he drove dpwn the r^p 
^ dtc 4 >ped, and started his 
first'of the 


three motos 

It was .touch and go between 
another Englishman, Richard Stallard, 
who was riding under the Dwbai flag, 
and Per Anders Nilsson of Sweden 
and till the 12th lap, the winner was 
anybody’s guess But Hacking was 
mile of sterner stuff for at the bridge, 
he spurted abreast of the leading 
Stallard and at the huge double camel 
hump soared through the air, leading 
by a wheel and then went on 
increasing it through the 1 5 kms 
circuit, comprising 17 jumps, four 
bends, two curves and four normal 
whoop-de-doos. 

Countrymate Austin Clews on 
another Armstrong snatched the 
second moto relegating Craig and 
Richard to the second and third 


position respectively 

The third moto was a deciding one 
and it could only go to either Richard 
or Craig, and by the looks of things, 
Craig was certain to be the winner 

Craig did win, but the man who 
took the first spot in the last and 
deciding moto was Thomas Nordstrom 
the ‘storm from the north’ who proved 
that his standing of 20th in the world is 
nothing to be scoffed at 

In the first moto his bike failed in the 
second lap, just after he had cleared 
the high curve and was in the lead In 
the second moto. he spilled again, the 
loss making him strip his helmet off his 
head and violently throw it on the 
ground besides the sprawled water 
cooled Honda 250 

In the third, however, he made the 
two incidents piart of a bad dream as 
he led the field throughout, the pace 
constantly hot and as he neared the 
finish, he reared the front wheel, 
raised his hand and saluted the crowd 
who were on their feet, applauding the 
‘nder of the day’ 

Nordstrom crcd'ted his failure for 
not winning the title for lack of 
practice “I did not have enough of 
practice on this circuit," said the 
tough blond youngster “My bike 
came very late on Saturday and by the 
time I finished tinkering with the 
machine, there was no time to go out 
for a practice run The heat too is bad, 
you know,” he said 

Thus the prestigious Cyrus 
Poonewalla Trophy went to Craig 
Hacking This victory was also a 
strategic one for the Armstrong 
Works team, as this is their first 
international outing and the victory 
will'certainly boost Armstrong 
m’bikes as a good opposition to the 
Japanese counterparts 

Sashipal Singh Garcha sad before 
his event—the Class ‘D’ for fridian 
bikes upto 265cc--that it would be 
easy meat And easy meat it did prove 
to be for the four time winner from 
Chandigarh 

India’s first Moto Cross exponent 
conceded the lead for the first three 
laps to a Kolhapur mechanic Sampat 
Pandurang Koli, but that was as far as 
Koli could go, as Garcha’s modified 
Jawa ate away the dust and the 
distance in a flash and finished first in 
both the motos 

Garcha said after the event, “My 
bike IS not very fast In fact the other 
bikes in the field were faster than 
mine However, I rely much on 
personal endurance and a calm 
mental aptitude I knew from the 
beginning that I was going to win, and 
that positive attitude kept me going 

“I’m going to buy a foreign bike. 


INDIAN MOTO CROSS GRAND PRIX-. PUNE 


preferably a Honda which could cost 
me over $2,400 and (feel I must do the 
South East Asian circuit in October 
November this year This mtemational 
exposure will hzlp me a lot,” he said 

b this event. Sampat Pandurang 
Koli on his Yezdi ana Mario Pereira 
also on a Yezdi came second and 
third 

(For the first time, this year, Garcha 
rode as a professional under the 
Poona Automotive Racing Association 
(PARA) banner, where his lodging, 
boarding and expenses to transport 
his bike are met, along with that of his 
mechanic) 

Rajesh Deshpande of Nasik with 
three points against his name won the 
210cc Indian motorcycle class in 
which the second position was bagged 
by Rajiv Agarwal, also participated 
in the 80cc class and emerged with 
flying colours there Despite a bike 
problem which forced him to carry the 
vehicle for a part of the last lap in the 
first moto, Agarwal compensated for 
the misfortune in the second to 
displace Bijoo Mathews from the first 
spot 

Among the novices Rajesh Chota 
wadekar ba^d the winner’s trophy 
followed by raju Yende and Shnohar 
Vcnugopal in the second and third 
position respectively 

Suresh Chinchwad and Jeet Singh 
were the winners in the 185cc and 
360cc class respectively^ 

For the first time, a demonstration 
event was held between three ladies 
Rajshree Patkar (Pune), NishaSutaria 



SasUpal Singh Garcha India's beat moto cron exponent and the 
winner for Indian bikes upto 300 cc BSI.OW The riders of the 
same clan about to ascend a hump __ 






The riders In the novice challenge race take the normal bend BELOW: Sanjay Dalvl, who had a spill In the 
Indian scooters and minIbIkes, is about to restart 


(of the vintage car fame) and Pratibha 
Tljoriwala both of Bombay. 

Thus the fourth Indian Grand Prix 
event and the 7th PAI^ meet came to 
an end, but not before the spills and 
thrills provided the winners, losers 
and the spectators their share of tears 
and laughter. 

An interesting incident took place 
in the open class, involving stuntman 
&lim Khan who makes use of his 
efforts in Hindi films. This youngster 
•rode like a daredevil for half a circuit 
and then took a toss in the first lap. 
Which proves that c^luloid show- 
jumpins through glass walls and 
speeding through jun^es does not 
count here. A race is thoroughly 
professional and rank outsiders or 
tryers at the game are simply not 
aliovued. 


T he announcer of the meet, who 
was also a cotnnnenbtor punc¬ 
tuated his commentary ^th crisp, 
sometimes comical smtarients. He 
could possibly be racktg com- 
.iinsntator as his'voicc usediorise non- 
{stop aal^t as the action out there on 
the and drop to lowest 



And the only thing lacking m his 
continuous diatribe were phrases like 
'the horse is holding on to the bit’ and 
‘the horseflesh are on the hoiw 
strai^t’. 

At one point he announced that the 
two children that were listed as lost at 
the beginning of the meet, “are now 
found and they can be coHccted at the 
announcer’s table.” 

T he crowd was alright to a certain 
extent and thw were given their 
fill of thrills. But during the 
demonstration race wherein three 
young ladies and two very young boys 
took part, Nisha Sutaria of Bombay 
-— (who ' won the Vintage car and 
motorcycle fiesta in Bombay recently) 
was negotiating a curve andcoming in 
towards the hiwe,double-jump when a 
soft drink bottle came hurtling out of 
the Rs. 75-seat stands and missed her 
head by an inch. 

One can well imagine the con- 
.sequences of a girl who trying to 
concentrate on the tortuous circuit, 
negotiating the bump and fhe grind 
ana swrallowing the dryness and dust 
to complete the course getting a big 
thud on her head! 



Pir.<%- (>onal Shettv 






FROM HERE AND THERE, 


Jayantilal shines 

I T WAS a pleasure meeting Kenia 
Jayantilal, the former Test opening 
batsmen when he was in Sydney with 
the Bombay Gymkhana team 

A thorough gentleman and always 
smiling Jayantl is still so effortless 
when batting or fielding I was fortun 
ate to see him score a brce^y 50 on a 
sub standard pitch at the Sydney 
University 

He recalled his proud moment 
when suddenly asked to play his criti 
cal first class match He arrived at the 
ground just on time and scored 153 
He insisted that his brother was a bet 
ter cricketer than he but did not get 
many opjjortunities 

When in Sydney Jayanti was invit 
ed to play for an international cricket 
club Mike Fenton the founder of this 
club, gave me some fascinating infor 
mation 


Down Under 


Wales Sri Lanka New Zealand, 
South Africa Scotland and-would 
you believe-Switzerland China, the 
U S Italy Greece and Brazil The club 
mascot IS a German Shepherd dog' 

“The match Jayantl played in was 
against the Manly Fisherman’s Club 
We didnt inform them that we had 
signed on an ex Test player because 
th«y may have been a little over awed' 

Jayantl went in first drop and start 
cd beautifully However, after knock 
mg couple of fours he was caught be 
hind for 10 

‘We two had a bet of a beer on 
whether I could'beat his score After 
being dropped on nine, I went on to 
make 13 and won the beer from 
Jayanti He has been made an honor 
ary member of the club and will be 
asked to play whenever he is in Aus 
tralia ’ concluded the Yorkshire bom 


tain s International Athletes” Club, hz 
been reported as saying there were 6 
percent 

‘Sadly I believe it Is somewhere bel 
ween these two figures ” 

Sir Arthur pointed to the Unite 
States, where Thompson claimed 8 
per cent of the athletes were on drug: 
as the root cause 

‘Much of It would stop if athlete 
were not having to>keep up with th 
American Joness he said 

Sports Council chairman Die 
Jeeps said It is time for more sport 
to declare themselves willing to figh 
this scourge ” 

He added We are determined fr 
expand random testing in Britisl 
sport 

We don’t want to take financu 
sanctions but we may have to if it is th 
only way to stamp out drug abuse ” 


3k 


The Refuge Bay Cricket Club 
(RBCC) was formed seven years ago 
by myself and some other soccer and 
rugby players as a bit of a joke But 
after a few years we have won a few 
leagues and are now one of the most 
respected clubs in the Manly area in 
Sydney 

Jayantilal and myself became good 
fnends when 1 toured India with the 
Australian Old Collegians He played 
against us in Palanpur (Rajasthan) 
and for the Bombay Gym in Bombay 
Jayantl bowled me for a duck in Bom 
bay” 

The RBCC team is made up of 


Fenton 

Daley’s ‘on right 
track’ over drugs 

D aley Thompson’s claim of 

widespread drug taking by Bntish 
athletes was supjxirted last week by 
European Athletics president Sir Arth 
ur Gold 

Sir Arthur speaking at a Sports 
Council conference on Drug Abuse in 
Sport said Daley has said that up to 
50 per cent of Bntains international 
athletes have taken drugs 


Benefit match 
for Khasim AH 

M atches organised for th* 

explicit benefit of an indivadua 
sportsman has gained great momen 
turn in the past decade 

Unfortunately barnng an isolatec 
case or two the beneficiary for tht 
most part have been cricketers Th* 
mam reason being that cncket it 
more organised in the country anc 
also the concept of a testimonial oi 
beneht match nas been around foi 
some time 


players from Australia, England, Jndia 


‘ Paul Dickenson chairman of Bn 







Now, for the first time in the annalt 
of Indian Table Tennis, a benefn 
match IS being organ^d unde(;.th( 
auspicious of the APTTA for India’* 
finest T T. player of yesteryear, Mii 
Khasim Ati 

Mir Khasim Ali picked up the mm* 
at the tender age of twelve and m t 
career spanning a decade and a half 
rendered yeoman servrce to India. 

Khasim Ah, who was awarded dw 
Arjuna Award m 1969 won th« 
National championship in ’68-’69 anc 
’69-70. 

A tournament to mark the 
occasion on an All India basis woulc 
be held at Hyderabad in Aprdin wMcF 
all the leading players of the cotmtrS 


-—-—’—. I ™ jk/rsonwerst 

The Refum Bay Cricket C^b team with a live Qerman ShepsM’d T.T. Bmitm Topi;kUnS|«^,> 

nuttKotlJayantBallBtieniBosextrernetefi^ 1 t 


A «oavenir brochure is beins 
brought out to commemorate thii 
event AH donations towards this 
npblecause ahouid b< acki»M«d to; 
The Organwrsi Mhr Klrasim M 
j.T.BiiSteOt 





FROM HERE AND THERE... 


Imran is the ace 
of Sussex 


I MRAN KHAN will be an ace up 
Sussex’s sleeve in their bid for crick 
et’s County Championship this sum- 


Imran, the brilliant, 32 year old Pa 
kistan all-rounder, who missed last 
season with a stress fracture of the 
shin, has recovered his fitness and 
form in Australia. 

And Sussex confirmed that he will 
play in all their one-day games next 
season-plus 10 of their 24 champion¬ 
ship matches. 

But chief coach Stewart Storey ad 
ded: “We feel we have a good chance 


of honours and although Imran has 
agreed to play In only 10 champion¬ 
ship games he will also play in the run- 
in if we are challenging for the title 

"We aim to play it carefully with Im¬ 
ran and treat him as the valuable asset 
he is ’’ 

But Sussex can only keep their fing¬ 
ers crossed about the future of Tony 
Pigott. the 26-year-old fast medium 
bowler 

The next two months will be critical 
for Pigott who missed almost all last 
season with back and shtn injuries 

Sussex admitted at their annual 


Sri Lanka draw with Bangladesh 


A fter their dismal show Down 
Under in the World Series Cup 
and then in the World Championship 
of cricket, Sri Lanka visited 
Bangladesh to play a three day un¬ 
official Test Match (16-18 March) at 
the National Stadium, Dhaka. 

Bamgladesh- batted first after 
winning the toss and weire all out for a 
paltry 139. None of their batsmen, 
except skipper Gazi Ashraf Hussain 
Dipu who top scored with a 
labourious 39, stood the pace attack 
— comprising ot A. De Mel, V. John 
and R. Ratttayake and the clever leg- 
spin of Somachandra DeSilva. The 
first three bowlers took two wickets 
each while DeSilva took four wickets. 

At the end of the first day Sn Lanka 
were 76 for the loss of two wickets. 
They batted for the entire second day 
as their score reached 381 for 8 at 
stumps. Resuming at 76-2, Sri Lanka’s 
overnight pair R. Madugalle and B. 
Kuruppu opted for quick runs. 

After the departure of Kuruppu, 
Madugalle paired with A. Ranatunga, 
continued the onslaught and took the 
total of 177. Madugalle unfortunately 
missed the century and was out at 95. 

Then came a solid 8th wicket 
partnership between Roy Dias and 
Ravi Ratnayake who put on 101 runs 
in 90 minutes. Tothe surprise of all Sri 
Lanka did not cfose their inings at the 
overnight score and batted for 35 
minutes on the last day. They added a 
further 48 tuns to take the lead upto 
290 runs and declared the innings at 
429 for 9. 

Among the Bangladeshi bowlers 
Jahangir Shah Badshah claimed four 
wickets while ^4tshadu}jaman, 
Ratnchand,‘ Nausad and Atahar 
shared^ rest. 

Qnc« again a cautious but 


Rakiful Hassan saved the hosts from 
the brink of defeat. 

Veteran Rakiful joined his skipper 
Dipu and the pair puton 56 runs for 
the fifth wicket. Atahar and Badshah 
steered Bangladesh out of trouble by 
playing some sensible cricket in the 
dying moments of the match. Thus 
the match ended in a tame draw. Final 
Score: Bangladesh—139 and 152 for 
6, Sri Lanka—429 declared. 



Oijo. . . 

meeting last week that they blundered 
when Australians last visited Hove th¬ 
ree years ago 

The tourists found themselves up 
against a weak Sussex side on a poor 
pltch-but club president Alan Caffyn 
promised no repition when the Aussies 
come to Hove for a four-day match on 
May 18 

Punjab''Haryana 
emerge supreme 

P UNJAB and Haryana won the 
men's and women's title in the 6th 
National Circle Kabaddi champion¬ 
ship at Chandigarh recently. 

In a rather one-sided final Punjab 
men defeated Delhi 61-19 (half time 
score being 44-11) 

Women’s final too was a tame af¬ 
fair. Haryana women beat hosts Pun¬ 
jab 39-12 inspite of injuries to their top 
plas«r, Sudesh Devi in the very first 
minute of the final match. The match 
was marred by rough tactics and bad 
supervision due to which Sudesh Devi 
got her leg fractured. 

Punjab women questioned the deci¬ 
sion of the umpire and also (wo)man- 
handled him. This left a bad taste, in so 
far as the final day’s proceedings were 
concerned 



S.K. Wankhede pre$ents a alhfr plaque to Ravi Shastri as a token of 
predation for winning the Champion of Champions award in the B & H 


tTTi U ft 9iiT»liiVfll*yiTlnU. 


I Sporting Association. 













MISCELLANY 


Angry McEnroe serves 
another verbal volley 


J OHN McENROE’S defences 
crumbled again in public when he 
was asked in Dallas v.iut his private 
life 

Debbie Summers, a young blonde 
trying to make a name for herself with 
a local radio station, asked McEnroe if 
he was now engaged in Taltum 
O’Neal, the actress daughter of Ryan 
O’Neal 

“I will not answer questions like 
that,” snapped the world’s number 
one tennis player “I wish you’d leave 
the room ” 

So Miss Summers shrugged and 
talked about the subject with a friend 
who was standing alongside her 
McEnroe overheard the conversation 
and blew his top, adding a few four 
letter words 

“I told you to stop talking about that 
subject,” he shouted ‘‘You are a 
Go away You must be some sort of 
Leave the room ” 

The persistent Miss Summers 
asked "Why can’t I ask about wur 
private life^ Why is it always about 
tennis’^ 1 want to know about other 
things ” 

Later millionaire McEnroe said he 
would play on for another four or five 
years “By then 1 won’t be able to 
accept the demands on my private life 
or the non stop travel,” he said 

“Winning and being the number 



John McEnroe will play on for 
another four or five years 


one IS far more important than the 
prire money Being paid so muc h is 
unbelievable to me It’s given me a 
nice home in New York, for instance 

“At the moment. I’m not bored by, 
ihe game Winning is never boring It 
only bee omes difficult when things arc 
going badly 

“I had all those usual dreams as a 
kid about being successful and most 
of them have come true No one can 
take awiay from me the fact that I’m 
the number one ” 

The 27 year old Wimbledon cham 
pion gives himself four more years at 
the top 

Then he means to quit tennis, with 


Holmes to make a £3 m. return 


L arry homes is coming out of 
retirement for a £3,000,000 pay 
off-less than three weeks after quit 
ting the nng 

That IS the carrot he and his eui 
viscrs were considering, to take on 
undefeated world light heavyweight 
champion Michael Spinks, probably 
in Las Vegas 

Holmes, 35, who said he was calling 
It a day after his ten round KO win 
against Oavid Bey,will be a strong fa 
vourlte to extend his record to 48 
successive victories 

For the champion, who has held the 
title for seven years will be at least two 
and a half stones heavier than Spinks, 
who has outclassed everyone in his 
division, chalking up a pierfect 26-0 re 

so 


cord with 18KOs 

Spinks the brother of former world 
heavyweight champion Leon accepts 
his underdog role, but thinks It is worth 
risking everything for a top pay day of 
£1500.000 

‘ I'm willing to take my chances even 
if the odds are against me,” said 
Spinks “This is a once in a life time 
chance My career is about to come to 
an end I don’t plan to fight too much 
more ” 

He said he aims to put on weight 
and build muscle on his lean 13st 81b 
frame “1 have to be able to hit hard 
and still have quick reflexes 

“1 know I'll be in a fight, and I don’t 
intend to be whefe I can be hit all the 
time ” 


his health and sanity in tact and 
enough money in the bank to have 
made. 12 years of tnumphs and 
disasters, travel and hassle all 
worthwhile 

He is not, he insisted, prepared to 
bum himself out — like Bjorn Borg 
Or lose his way - like Yannick Noah, 
the African born idol who became the 
first Frenchman for 37 years to win his 
home championship in 1983 and then, 
says McEnroe, “went mad ” 

McEnroe revealed his ambitions 
before beginning the defence of the 
500,000 dollar World Championship 
of Tennis title They arc 

° To win Wimbledon three more 
times to beat Borg’s five titles 

° To play Davis Cup again for the 
United States without having to sign a 
good behaviour charter 

" And to achieve the traditional 
Grand Slam of holding all four of the 
world’s major championships in the 
same calendar year 

“To my mind. I lost the Grand Slam 
last year when I lost the final of the 
French championship,” he said 
“There is no point in doing it the 
devalued way — like Martin 
Navratilova — and just winning the 
four titles in a row ” 

PETER BLACKMAN 


Jones bids for 
record in jackpot 
marathon 


R AF Corporal State Jones will win 
a jackpot worth almost £100,000, 
if he sets another world record in the 
Mars London marathon on Apnl 21 
Jones, 29-year old airframe fitter 
from Newport, set a world best of 2 
hrs 8 min 5 secs on his marathon 
debut in Chicago last year 


And he earns his chance of Britain’s 
biggest athletic bonanza because of 
the record £83,000 prize money on 
offer for the race, wdnich will attract 
22,100 runners 

Race director Chris Brasher 
announced that a £41,660 bonus will 
go to both male and female winners, if 
they set work] records. First prize will 
be £12,500, j^us a further £8,330 for 
beating the existing course record. 


As Jones i- 
competing 
mance wiT* i t 


/ 


" I ig pp"' C33333 for 
‘ *r ..-licago peribr- 
■'le.OOfT ^ 1 


% 
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Alarming 
loss of form 

rrr ORLD snookei champion 
W Steve Davis went itito solirai \ 
c onftnemeni at hi \ Rom/oi d 
heaciquartei s in an anempt to 
soriotilhis alarniinif loss o/loim 

The i hampion has pist 11 class to 
\\oik an his Kami’ heUne steppmi; 
out to ciclencJ hi s 1. mha mi woi hi title 
at Sheflielcl 



Steve Davis 

I or a man » ho has i ollec reel loio 
titles and mou’ ilia nil30 0(H) in 
prize mones this season it can 
haidh heacrisis that helailedto 
lelain his Benson and Hedges lush 
Masters in the finales cut he/oie 
Shefficld 

But ihealarmiiiiilac t is that the 
mac hine-like Dasis has lost the 
\Mnnini(hahti since the tinn of the 
1 ear-andis esen heiiis;ciuotedai 
ssoild title instead of his usual 
odds-on prtc e 

fie made his iistialcmsisleht stait to 
the season it inn tin; thiee of the fii st 
foiii tournament* But his f^H's 
record IS dec ideclls scratchs hs his 
high standaids-iiist one title the 
Enalish Professional 
C hampionship in sesen aiteinpis 

Dasis put a hrasefaeeon it ssheii In 
loked ‘ I'm making sure I don t 
peak too earls fin Sheffield That is 
the only one that walls' matters at the 
end of the das 

IHsas Higgihs sshoheat Davis indhe 
final match of the (jumness VPoild 


learn Cup at Bomneniouth lecenils 
and It iifls that man again in tin 
semi-finals of the lush Mastei s at 
-the ssi’ekend ssiih a 6-J thiashiiig 

tnd pisi to add a hit mow spic e to 
the iiinning feud he iss een isso men 

II ho opeiils admit to hatmgeac h 
othei thes an seeded to meet again 

III the cpiai rei -finals of the ii oi Id 
chaiiipionships 

An off'Side 
decision! 

A f the age of 19 iiseiial s famous 
goal-keepei Pat fennings has 
he en told he s too cddfoi hist 
Disision soiiei 

It s Cl decision I tiled off-s ide h i 
some colleagues of the Moifheiii 
lielaiidstai sshowcenll\ madea 
Iec OId I09ih appearance foi Ins 
national team against Spam 

H liaiisei till ssisdomof irsenal 
boss Don llosse s dectston folk of 
Pat sagi shotddn inecessaiils 
dump thill spoiiskil 

Stciiiles \fcith( It s iu;s plus ing som i 
at ^0 Das td Pm lift loclein the 
Oiaiid \aiioiialon Saluidas at 
49 

)/i(/C>eoff Bovcott IS still playing 
lUiketat44 Di H 0 (uuie of 
iout se stasidat thei tease in 
liist-i lassciiiket until he ssus almost 
fsl) 

I It i ai III d on pla sing in Ics set 


matihes until t9l4aiidscored69not 
out at the age of 66 

liiioldPalinei is moving toss aids 
the same league he i s still golfing at 

Di I eon ii aikden ssho has toured 
suth thel.nglandrugbs team said 
It IS the ageing of the hods sshtch 
iiiatti I s I base seen some people 
finished at 40 Others ai e in perfei t 
turn at 60 

I he doi toi Himself i s 62 and togs for 
4's minutes esei s das 

In the glainoi ou s it oi Id of rai in g 
diising compeittois need stungent 
medii als esei i i ecu aftei 4 5 

I lies aiepiit under ma\imuni stiaitt 

II hile the II lieai t heat s at e 
moniloied 

Athletic bonanza 

Rl I / names of the athletic s 
\J It 0 ! Id it iH he seen in ac turn in 
Bittain dm mg J ids It sei ms a 
higathleiii s bonanza is m store fin 
the Ih ttishc'i s 

Carl Lewis, the tmeiiian qiiadiuple 
Ols mpii gold- me dali st i s one of tfie 
leading stai attiactions 

III \s ho base paid HO 500IXH) to 
ic les'tse British athletic s foi fise 
seasons base also aiiiwuitied the 
paiticipation ofBiazilian Joaquim 
Cru/ and I unisia s Said Aquita- 
hoth gold mc’dalli si s- 
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Spot-The-Ball Conte8t...3 



How to enter. 


The hockey ball has been blanked out 
from the photograph. All you have to 
do is to mark a cross (x) where you feel 
the ball is and send your entry to 
SPORTSWEEK Rupa Spot-The-Ball 
Contest. .3, 156 D J. Dadajee Road. 
Tardco. Bombay 400 034 along with 
the coupon printed below 

You can send as many entries as you 
like but each entry MUST be accom¬ 
panied by the original coupon printed 
alongside. Xerox copies of the coupon 
will not be entertained. 

Employees of Inquilab Publications. 
Mid-Day Publications, Newsday Com- 
niunlcafions and Rupa & Co Delhi. 
Allahabad. Bombay and Calcutta are 
not allowed to enter the contest. 

In all matters, the decision of the editor 
is final and no correspondence will be 
entertained. 

Last date 

The last date of receiving entries is 
^ay 7,1985 and the results will be 
declared in the Sportsweek issue 
dated May 22-28.1985. 

Th<e winners will be supplied with a 
list of Rupa’s sports books from 
which they can make their choice. 


Win sports books frorri Rupa’s World of sports and 
subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 

1. First prize .... Sports books worth Rs. 100/- 

and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

2. Second prize. . Sports books worth Rs. 50/- 

and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

i Third prize ... Sports books worth Rs. 25/- 
and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK, 

4. PLUS Five consolation prizes 

SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 


i Third prize 



5'/ T,/:., 



T Shirt-size :... (in ems) 

Hurry up, don’t wah till the fast date. 



























RACING 


nn.s. u i> •'''O-- «iw < 

ByRailbird ^ 

> S'll'f'l ti-R. .''l®1'''?’i*ST"‘^a*^ 


A crowded season that was 


N ever before has there been as 
long and as crowded a Bombay 
Meeting as that which ended last 
week, never before have there been so 
many hurdles to surmount and never 
before have so many day-to-day prob¬ 
lems arisen as was the case this time it 
speaks volumes for the organisational 
ability of the RWITC, which is headed 
by the genial chairman, S C Jain, that 
things were run without a hitch alth 
ough, of course, there was something 
to bed about 

There was a total of 38 race days 
during which 283 races were staged 
(one was declared void) and the re 
markable fact is that the first 11 of 
these race days were held in Pune 

That decision was forced on the 
authorities because of the negligence, 
to say the least, of the Bombay munici 
pal authorities The municipal sewage 
disposal pumping station is next door 
to the Bombay stable ar^, which is be¬ 
low sea level Because of certain con 
struction work the pumps were not 
worked, nor were the sluice gates 
closed 

As a result, during hi^ tide the sta 
ble area was swamped by Incoming 
water which overfbwed from the 
open drain which runs along the perl 
meter of the stable area This was 
fihhy, stinking sewage 

Several horses had already been 
brought from Pune and were stabled 
atMahalaxmi They had to be hurried 
^ taken back to Pune and as the sta 
bles were unfit for occupation and as 
much time would be required to rend 
er the stables habitable it was decided 
to start the Bombay meeting in Pune 

The races continued in Pune till 
mid-January when It was possible to 
transfer the activities to Bombay 
Draining the stable area, cleaning it 
and turning up the soil which had ab¬ 
sorbed mum sewage was a herculean 
task which cost a pretty penny Thus, 
for the first time sine 19^ when the 
Indian Classics were introduced, the 
1,000 Guineas and the 2,000 were 
staged In Pune 

The highlights of the season were 
the emermnce of Revelation, a Grey 
Gaston-Monica filly, as the best four- 
year-okl in Ae country, the massive 
ttonsor^p of the Indian Derby and 
liie->R.WJ.T.C. Invitational Cup, the 
further improvement in the riding 
tbehi^ue of Shroff and Bhagwat, the 


Pereira, not excluding Bajrangsingh, 
made, the total absence of any major 
case of manipulation, the scrapping of 
a race because of a faulty start and an 
overall increase In the volume of bet 
ting, the main contributory factor to 
which was the increase of the betting 
unit to Rs 10 whatever it was Rs 5 

In fact because of the sponsorship of 
McDowells for the Derby Day and 
Herhertsons for Invitational Cup Day 
the stakes disbursed were an all-time 
record indeed, Mrs Zeenia S Lawyer, 
Mrs Bakhtawar B Chenoy, MaJ P K 
Mehra and the estate of the late Mr 
N M Irani, who were the leading own 
ers won as much as Rs 14,72,039, 
which a few decades ago was the total 
stakes for the whole season That they 
were able to do because or Revelation, 
who won the Derby and Oaks The 
sponsorship of the Invitation Cup ena 
bled the owners of the winner, 
Camineto, the Khataus to be runners 
up with winnings of Rs 5,77,735 To a 
person of an older generation who is 
not conversant with today's trends 
such figures must appear to be magi 
cal 

In Pune, Eminence won the 1,000 
with great authonty and Eversun 
proved himself to be the best of the 
Western India colts by claiming the 
ZOOO Eminence was not herself when 
Bombay became the scene of the 
activities and she filled the role of run 
ner-up to Revelation in both the Oaks 
and the Derby Eversun did not race In 
Bombay 

Up to the Oaks day Revelation did 
not have much form to commend her 
chances Indeed, although it was 
known that Eminence was not too 
sound and although she had not been 
given fast work on the track as her ex 
ercises were restricted to the swim 
ming pool. Shroff, Bezan Chenoy’s 
first jockey, opted to nde her in the 
Oaks and Kinane was astride Revela 
tion The latter won by the proverbial 
street Shroff made no mistake in the 
Der^ and Revelation scored a devas 
'ating iuccess The same people were 
involved in Enterprising’s Derby sue 
cess last year 

One month later Revelation, who 
was bred at the Usha Stud, proved 
herself to be th<£ all-India Horse Of 
The Year by decisively beating the 
^Icutta triple crown,winner, Robin 
Hood, on his home ground In the 
Charminar Challenge Indian Turf In 
vitation Cup 

Bezan Cheney, however, was una¬ 


ble to retain his title of champion train¬ 
er as he finished seven winners behind 
Imtiaz A Sait, who saddled 39 win¬ 
ners Amongst the trainers with 
smaller establi^ments Ivor Fer 
nandes, Jamshed Dalai and Noshir D 
Pandole did exceedingly well There is 
no doubt that, by an(i large, today's 
trainers, as also the Jodteys, are better 
educated than the older ones and are 
therefore able to learn more and faster 
and to keep abreast of current deve 
lopments 

The rapid growth of the breeding in¬ 
dustry had an adverse affect on the 
prices of youngstock As more young¬ 
sters will be up (or sale next year and 
as it is reasOTable to suppose the 
number will increase from year to year 
a problem of large dimensions fs fast 
developing. The sad fact is that owner¬ 
ship is not growing at the same pace 
and the basic law of supply ana de¬ 
mand will further reduce bloo^tock 
prices Although most race clubs are 
not exactly affluent they are mbre 
than liberal with their loans to pur¬ 
chase bloodstock However, the initial 
investment in the purchase of a horse 
docs no seem to be the major ob«lacle 
What is the increasing maintenance 
costs which, because horese radng, 
like everything else. Is caught up in a 
pnee spiral will escalate further 

The way out of this situation is to 
make ownership broader based so that 
the burden is spread on more should¬ 
ers The ridiculous stipulatlcm that 
'there cannot be more than four own¬ 
ers for one hprse should be scrapped 
to make it limitless with the proviso th¬ 
at the first-named owner, that is the 
person whose colours the horse will 
cany, is the one who will assume full 
’responsibility and will be the one ans¬ 
werable to the club Again, no effort 
seems to have been made to encour¬ 
age firms and establishments to own 
and race horses If a small start can be 
made it will raj^ly grow, for, in a 
sense, the ownership of a horse by a 
firm will be a form of advertising and 
such ownership can also be u^ to 
promote a particular product by nam¬ 
ing the horse after the product There 
is considerable scope in the direction 
and it should be followed up 

But we digress Rqcing,if itistogen 
erate greater enthusiasm must be for- 

(contd. on p. 54] 
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QUESTION 

BOX 


Richards has scored 900 runs in a 
Test series? 

K. Kirthy Vasan, 
Secunderabad. 


A Fazal Mahamood has played 34 
Tests 987 runs, given away 3437 runs, 
and taken 139 wickets, at an average 
of 24 73 He has taken 5 wickets In an 


Q. What is the Test record of 
India’s former wicketkeeper P 
Krishnamurthy? 

M. Nayeem Durrani, 
Sirpur, Khagaz Nagar. 
A Krishnamurthy has played 5 
Tests, 6 Innings 33 runs, 20 as highest 
at an average of 5 50 He has taken 7 
.catches and done 1 stumping 

Q What is the date of birth of 
the following cricketers - Slvaram- 
akrishnan. Rodney. Marsh, and Jim 

Laker? Arun, A. Abbas 

andM Peerbhoy 

A The date of birth of the above 
mentioned cncketers are - L Siva 
31 12 1%5 Rod Marsh 4 11 1947 
and Jim Laker 9 2 1922 
Q.ls it true that West Indian Viv 


A No Richards has not scored 900 
runs in a Test series but had come 
very close to that when in 1976 he 
scored 829 runs m 4 Tests against 
England His highest score in that 
senes was 291 and he scored those 
runs al 3n average of 118 42 with 3 
centuries 

Q WHAT IS the highest indivi¬ 
dual score ever recorded In first 
class cricket in the world? 
Ramchandra Borker, Margao, Goa. 

A 499 by Hanlf Mohammad for 
Karachi against Bahawalpur at Kara 
chi in 1958 59 is the highest score in 
first class cricket in the world 
t) What is the Test record of 
Fazal Mahamood? 

BittoArora, Shahadara. 


Innings 13 times and 10 wickets In a 
match 4 times . . - 

Q. Where and when did B.S. 
Chandrashekhar make his Test 
debut and what was his perfor¬ 
mance in that Test? 

V.R. Ganesh, 
Palghat 

A BS Chandrashekhar made his 
Test debut in 1964 against England in 
the 2nd Test at Bombay He took 4-67 
In the first innings and 1-40 In the 
second 

Q. How many Tests has Norman 
Cowans of England played and 
how many wickets has he taken? 

Naresh. P. 

Bangalore. 

A Cowans has played 18 Tests and 
has taken 49 wickets in Test cricket 



I N the 10 player British Irish Zonal 
GMs Nigel short and Speelman 
topped with the score of 7 points out 
of 9 and qualified for the two places in 
the World Inter Zonal GM Mestel 
was 3rd with 6 and GM Chandler and 


the Irish Champion Mt Nab followed, 
with 5 points 

In this game Chandler suffers an 
upset at the hands of the Irish 
Champion 

Chandler—McNab 


Ie4, c5 2NH, Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 
4Nxd4, Nc6 5 Nc3 d6 6 Bq5 e6 
7 Qd2 Bc7 8 00,009 Nb3 a6 10 Bxf6 
gxf6 11 Be2, b5 12 Bh5 b413 Ne2 a5 
14 Kbl. Qb6 15 h4 a4 16 Nbcl Ne5 
17Qh6, Kh8 18 f4 Nc4 19 Nd4 e5 
20 Nf5 Bxf5, 21 exfS Na3ch' 
22 bxa3. bxa3ch 23 Nb3 axbT 
24 axb3 Qc5' 25 Rh3, Rfc8 26 Rd2 
a2ch27Kal.e4'28r3 Bf8' 0 1 
Sicilian, Richter Attack 6 BgS 


CHESS 


By R.B. Sapre 

9 a3) The current fashionable 
variation is 9 It 6 10 Bxf6 Bxf6 
llQxd6 Bxc3 12 bxc3 Qh4 13 g3 
Qf6 or 13 fJ Rd8 

11 Be2) Klovan Tukmakov USSR 
1984 11 f4 bS 12 Kbl Bd7 13 f5 Kh8 
I4Ne2 Rg8 15 Nf4 Bf8 16 g3 Qe7 
17Bh3 10 35 

11 b5) Kurs Dyebutov gives 
11 Kh8 I2Bh5 Bd7 H f4 b5 
14 Kbl Qb6 15 f5 with equal 
chances 

13 a5) Blacks attack is makinq 
more rapid progress than White's 

20 Nf5) After 20 5^ exd4 21 Bg6 
fxq6 22 fxg6 Rf7 23 gxf7 Bb7 Blac k is 
well off in material and attack 

22 bxa3) If22 Kal Nxc2ch23 Kbl 
b3 24 Bg6 f\g625 fxg6. Rf7> 26 gxf7, 
bxa2ch 27 Kxa2 (or Nxa2) Rb8 
Black s attack is unmeetable If 24 a3, 
(instead of Bq6)Nxa3ch25 bxa3 Qf2' 
26Rhfl Qt2ch27Ka1 b2ch wins 


RACING 


[from p 53] 


ward looking What of next year's 
Classics^ The fact is that the young 
sters who have raced so far have not 
been very impressive and it will be no 
more than a wild guess to name one of 
them as a prospective Classic winner 
None the less. Sir Bruce, Amorous 
Knight and Monlno have the makings 
of more than useful horses and more 
much more will be heard of them 
Qn the organisational side the com 
plaints are mainly over the decline in 
the services offered Tote staff, who, 
apparently, are race day employees, 
are said to be Indifferent and totally ca'' 
sual in their duties, the boards which 
are provided to give information to the 


racegoer are seldom updated and the 
odds boards which are supposed to be 
a guide to the prospective investor are 
farcical (the affected punters obviously 
do not think this Is funny) as they show 
different figures from board to board 
and there have been cases were an 
odds on favounte Is not shown on the 
board at all 

All this Is due to a lack of proper su 
pervision and while, admittedly han 
dling labour is now a delicate opera 
tion and the RWITC were tree of la 
hour problems the club cannot do 
without the public and if the pubUc is 
to be attract^ the service must not be 
slipshod and shoddy 


24 Q(-5M Everything is now 
forced 

27 e4’) Improving ihe passing 

Bishop which unexpected delivers the 
final blow „ 

28 c3) 28 Rg3 Rg8 does not solve 
White’s problem 

K Murugan and S Rengarajan 
were the joint winners with 8 '2 points 
of the 56 playeri 10 round Tamil Nadu 
State Championship 

Murugan—Ganesan 

White Kgl Qc2.N'sc6 d4,Psa2, 
b3, e3 f2 g3. h2 

Black Kg8 Qa3, Bf6, Nd6, Ps a5, 
b4 d5, f7 g7 h6 

Black has stalemated his own 
Queen He now played 31 Ne4’and 
there followed 32 Ne7rh' Bxe7 (If 
32 Kh8 33 Qc8ch and mates, if 

32 Kf8 or Kh7 33 Nxd5 wihs) 

33 Nb5' trapping the Queen 

IM Nfanuel Aaron (Indian Bank) 
scored 6 points out of 7 to win the 26 
player Nationalised Banks Touma 
ment of Southern Region 

Aaron—Shashidar Rai 

1 e4, e5 2 Nf3 Nf6 (Petrov’s 
Defence) 3 d4, exd4 4 eS, Ne4 
5 Qxd4, dS 6 exd6 ep, Nxd6 7 Bd3, 
Nrt 8 Qf4 Be7 (the book move is 
8 ^)9 00.Be610Nc3,Qd711 Rdl, 
h6 12 Bc3, g5’ 13 Qa4. Bf6 14 Ne4', 
Bg7 15Nc5. Qc8 16 Nxb7', Qxb7 
17 Ba6, Qb8 18 Qxc6ch, Bd7 19 Qc5 
1 0 (56) 

END GAME 

Last week’s ending by A Sarichev 
(1974) White Kd8. Rg6. Bh7, Psa5, 
b3.c3.d2 Black Kb5.Rsa2,f5,Bbl, 
Pc5 Draw 1 Rd6, Rfl (1 RIBch 
2Ke7, Rfl 3Bg8») 2Bxbl, Rxbl 
3Rb6ch. Kx^ 4Rb8. RabZ 
(4 Rxd2ch5 Kc7.c46 Kc6')5Kc7, 
Rxb3 6 RaSch, KbS 7 d3!, c4 8,d4l, 
R3b2 9 Ra7*. Rb3; I04Iaa, drttWv 
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across 

5 Not the kind of easy way out I iger 
Pataudi expected Vijay Merchant 
to show with that casting vote' (5 
4) 

6 What Kapil made the mistake of 
thinking the Dec 1984 Delhi Test 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


to be (4) 

8 Indian hockey ace claiming to be 
selected? (4) 

9 Legendary stop on an India tour 
Itinerary (4) 

11 Kind of case Madras became for 
Kapil foibwing the fiasco at Delhi 

14 Sandeep Patil's way of saying “So 
far as my role is concerned"’ (3 2 
4) 

DOWN 

1 The - and cons of which three 
spinners should have regularly 
played for India dunng the 
1969 1978 phase continues to 
be debated even now (4) 

2 Tyson was such a beginner when 
he went to Australia In 1954-55 (4) 

3 Traits summing up Viswanath as a 
batsman (6) 

4 Our Lahore expert representing 


3 Where was the first Santosh 
Trophy Football Tournament first 
held and who won It’ 

4 How many Santosh Trophy Tour 
naments have been held so far’ 

5 Who won the men’s singles title 
In the 1973 World TT Cham 


naaoiarasa m . 

E 2 □ K 3 Bai 3 
la □ D 
m D a B 
iaaaaana , 

Q B B m 

a □ sDsa 

a 


7 Hole if Australian Fowlei if Lng 
lish(6) 

10 Don't come off continue batting’ 

( 22 ) 

12 Go for Neal (4) 

13 Maurice in cricket Sharon in films 
(4) 


9 Against which country and when 
did Ramakant Desal make his 
Test debut? 

10 In which year was Bishen Bed 
mven the Ar^una Award’ 

11 Who were the winners of the 



1 Who was the winner of the 
1977 Australian Open Tennis 
Championship’ 

2 In 47 unbeaten bouts how many 
times has World heavyweight 
champion Larry Holmes knocked 
out fiis opponent’ 


pionship’ 

6 An Australian was the winner 
of the 1954 World billards title 
Who was he’ 

7 Where and when did Michael 
Ferreira make his Intematlon 
al debut in billards’ 

8 Who IS the youngest batsman 
to score 5000 runs In Test’ 


augural year’ 

ANSWERS; 

1 Roscoe Tanner, USA 2 Thirty 
four 3 Calcutta 4 Forty one 5 HsI 
En Ting China 6 Tom Cleary 7 
Pukekohe New Zealand In 1954 8 
Javed Miandad 9 West Indies ir 
1958 59 10 1%9 n Sind 1945 46 


S Muralidhar-20 

Room No 201 Jupiter Hostel 
N B K R tngineenng College 
Vidyanagar Nellroe 524 413 
1 awn tennis disco penpals 

Nishit Pandey-20 
OQD 12 J K Colony 
Kota ^24 003 Rajasthan 
Cricket music movies 

Sudhir Rajpal-14 

676Rekabganj 
Fai/abad 224 001 (U P) 
Cricket travelling penpals 

Ramesh N P.-27 

(lokhale Road 
20 Lilamansion 
Dadar 400 028 
Reading movies penpals 

Quishan Sachdeva-19 
D/162 Raja Ji Puram 
Lucknow 17(UP) 

Art music cncket 

Gopala Krishna Mooithy-24 



Pen Friends Corner 

Social service ficnpals 

Gurudath Pai Kuiyadi-22 
Recoveries and Leg il section 
( anaraBank Circle Office 
Mangalore 575 (X>1 
Philately travelling cricket 
Pradacp Kumar Sharma — 24 
136. C V Hall. 

K G’s Medical College. 

Lucknow U P 226 003 
Penpals, music, travelling 

Jayant Naiknavare — 21 

23/13 UG Colony. 

Kurla (West), 

Bombay-400 070 
Drawing, music, athletics 

Geogy George — 16 
Zanana Mission road, 

Kerala, Tnchur-680(^ 

Cncket, pwculture, corres 
pondence. 

P. Ramash Menoa — 16 

RNo. E/%POBC.W., 

Surajpur, Ambata, 

Haryana-133 301. 

Philately, mttwc, movies 

Balcluinder Jayramaa —18 


C/o G Jayraman, 

ACC POBCW 

Suraipur, Ambala, Haryana 133 

301 

Music, electronics, cricket 

Rabinder Sikand — 21 

C/o WeJlem Shipmanagement 
Ltd , 

Hopewali Centre, 46th floor, 
183, Queen's Road, East, 

P O B 40 Hong Kong 
Reading, music, jigsaw puzzles 

Ajay S. Virch - 19 
Usha Nagar ext, 

Sminti Marg, 

Indoor-452 009 
Penpals, football, music 

N. Puraa Sagar 

C/o S K Nag. 

F CI Khanar Road, 
Kalahandi-Ons8a-766 104 
Reading, movws, music 
G. Sambaiah, 

Sn Venkat Ramana Typewnting 
Inst., 

Deverkonda, (Andhra Pradesh) 
Nalgond8 508 248 
Chw, novels, penpals 
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Sombay played 
ike true cbaiu])ions 


K udos to Bombay cricket team for 
once again proving in no uncer 
tain manner that they arc the cham 
pions in domestic cricket Bombay 
have thus lifted the Ranji trophy tins 
season for an enviable 3()th time 

Eventhough in the finals the star 
turn was brought about by the Cham 
pion of champions Ravi Shastri it was 
team effort all the way Particularly 
the way m which Sandeep Patil rallied 
with lesser known players in the earlier 
stages of this years championship was 
something only seen to be believed 

It only goes to prove that the cup 
board of talent is never baren for 
Bombay 

Secondly in my opinion our crick 
cters on the domestic circuit don t get 
many first class matches to play cither 
to test their skill or to keep themselves 
in lop gear for international commit 
ments 

If this IS to be set right them I feel th 
at our cricketers should get many 
more matches to play which can be 
made possible if the Ranji trophy 
quarterfinal matches arc played on 
round robin league basis instead of the 
present knock outs 

-R Sndhar, 
Madras-20 


A team effort 


B ombay S stupendous victory in 
the Ranji trophy finals has thrown 
us all in ecstasy Though it was Ravi 
Shastri s match-105 runs in two in 
nings and 12 wickcts-thc victory was 
definately a team effort Nearly every 
batsman contributed runs in either of 
the two innings-some did it at quick 
pace and their fielding was also good 

Eight million citizens arc feeling 

C roud to be Bombayites May Bom 
ays reign continue 

- Katyomerz Sattha, 
Bombay -400 058 


iudian cricket is 
itt able hands 


T hose who associate aggression 
with a brutal display of physical 
power Ravi Shastri has showed ag 
gresston is in the mental make up of a 
player 

if there were any doubts over his 
ability to win a match single handed 
ly-a la Kapil Dev or Ian Botham the 
Ranji trophy final is a testimony tO the 

S6 


MAILBAG 


fact that employing controlled aggres 
Sion and dogged deteinnnation he ran 
have the opposition struggling 

Whcthei he makes it to the gallery 
of cricketing immortals remains to be 
seen but Ravi Shastri has alreacfy done 
Ins bit to be accorded special mention 
in the annals of the game 

With his best years certainly ahead 
of him the future of Indian cricket is in 
safe and able hands 

-Shobhana Subramantan, 
Bhopal-462 002 


Srikkanth - 
a spectator’s delight 


I T IS indeed gratifying to note 
1 the vast maturity of K Siikkanth It 
was his cavalier performance against 
England in the one day internationals 
which ensuicd Srikkanth s place in the 
Indian squad for Australia 



Srikkanth. .now a mature crick¬ 
eter 


Srikkanth was his flamboyant best 
in the B&H rhampionship His ac\c 
some hitting thnlled the Australians 
and his fans at hoim 

He exhibited a remarkable techni 
que suitable to this kind of cricket to 
notch up the maximum aggregate 
luns in the championship Srikkanth 
I spectators delight has successfully 
dissolved India s long standing prob 
lem of opening batsman 

-Sabu] Sen, 
Calcutta-700029. 


Dattu got a rate deal 


I I IS indeed shocking that the BCCl 

did not do anything construc¬ 
tive to help Dattu Phadkar, in his 
hour of need 

Even the Prime Minister contri¬ 
buted Rs 10,000 for Phadkar’s 
cause. The irony is that the Board 
gave a cheque of Rs 64 lakhs to¬ 
wards the Prime Ministers fund 
amidst great fanfare when even 1 
percent of this amount would have 
been almost enough for the entire 
cost of operation for him 

- Ashok Gupte. 
Versova Bombay 


An ode to -Shastri 


H f IS tall dark handsome 

His batting is sure to fetch a 
ransom 

His sheet anctior role causesfrustra 
tion among the opposition 

When the other wickets have fallen 
in quick suci (ssioil 

f h* red Cherry in his hand causes a 
flight 

Whenever runs for the opposition 
are in sight 

When he Is it the wicket victory is 
not far 

I hat s why he deserved the Audi 
lai 

Need 1 now. tell his name-* 

Hl is Ravi Shastri of the Champion 
f I hampions fame 

- Ms M J Jayanthi, 
Chandigarh 


Weed out this 
regionalism 


A n iiliounder of Roger Binny's ca 
libie has to struggle.to keep Hus 
plate in the Indian team is very sad in 
(letd 

Binny who was undoubtedly the 
pick of the Indian bowlers m the B&H 
(h.impionship and India s best fielder 
has been treated shabbily by the selec 
tors 

Against the fierce West Indies pace 
attack at home when players of 
Nniarnath s stature were opening a 
iKw English telephone number 
o o 1 0 0 0) Binny had done very well 
with the bat to finish fourth in bat 
ting averages^ 

Yet he lost favour with the selec 
tots But then thats how the South 
/one players are treated Whereas 
players from North get a free leash In 
than cricket cannot come good until 
this regionalism is weeded out 

- Talluri S. Pratad, 
Rajahipundry. (A.P,X 










the Indian men's 
table tennis team 
linishinq 12th in the 
World tT 
C hampionship 




hampionship 



A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


IFTDPCAHABS WER" YBS”ro 
3 (niT aF40F THESE QDESIianS 
YOU DO EOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVERS TOOK 
NEWSPAPER AT YOOR DOORSTEP 


On Sunday morning, does your newapaper live up lo your expeclaliona7 

2 Do Khuahwant Singh, Kuldip Nayar. Baian Daruwala. M V. Kamalh 
a and alher celebriliea viail you every Sunday 

3 Doea Nulan help aoive your peraonal problema. and can you conauit 
a Dr. R. Wadia for your ailmenta every Sunday 7 

Do your kida grab your Sunday paper before you can 7 


YEsnBon 

YEsnHon 

YBsnHon 

YEsnHon 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then it*s 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID‘DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete, 

SUNDAY 

MID'DAV 

THE COMPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
Published from Bombay 




HIMACHAL 

Here’s How to Plan a Perfect Trek... 



A) COME lO IIIMACHAI 

Himac hal oilers you an .iwesoine array of 
t hoH es from the rolling \ alley s of Manali to the 
di7/y delights ol Daralai ha from the peaks of 
Kinner Kailas to the c hasnis of C hamba Fai h 
trek IS diiferent each an experience I here are 
several trekking delights one ol whu h is suie to 
be to your tiekking taste 

B) CHOftSh YOUR TREK 

1) Raison to ( handrakhani (14 Days) 

2) Manali to Kevlung, via Chandratal (11 Days) 

3) Manali to Padaiit, over Shingola (10 Days) 

4) Manali to /anskar via Baralac ha (9 Days) 

5) Chaniba to (Jdeypur (10 Days) ' 

6) Bapjar to Narkanda via Bashleo and Jalor[ 

(5 Days) 


C) FACILITIES FOR YOU 
Porters at base camps are easy lQ^f0lknge and if 
you are travelling light you even hire your 
equipment from our Mountaineering Institute in 
Manali Once on your way, the convenient 
locations of our Dak Bungalows and log huts are 
sure to' delight you 

% GEARING UP 

Well prepared is half there Equip yourself with a 
sturdy tent, hiking boots, an insulated sleeping 
bag and other essentials such as a small stove, 
matches and a Hrst-aid kit 


H4K4I t H4 
(HAMRA. t ,, 

J ( AAMNM 
At RIIHIAN PAS«. 

IIIIAICAM\AIA MAiVtll 


Himachal 

Pradesh 



As for clothing, everything should be warm and 
light-weight-a wind-cheater and jeans are basics 
Carry tinned foods like condensed milk and 
chunk meats, some high energy food like raisins 
and chocolate bars and you are all set for 
adventure and fun. 

for more information please write to The Commissioner Tourism 
Himachal Pradesh, Daizy Bank Estate, Shimla-171001 Tel 2028. 3136, or contact 
Delhi Arpa Manasi-r Himuihal Tuunsm Tourism uirnrmalion C i nli r ( hiiiuliilok Huildmg 
Janpath New Dithi - 110 uni Pel 345320 
Bombay tlim<i(hal Tourisin tourist iiiformalion ( enter 16 World Tr idc. (i niti 
I ullc Parade Bombay - 400 ooi I el 219191/284 
Call Utta 1 idsuii Offit er Himaihal Iiiurisin 1 ourist Information (. i liter 
21 (dinar Sill et (amacKoad Lalrutta Pel 44 6847 
Madras luunst lniiirm,ition rum liason ofheer Himarhal Toiinsin 

loiiiisl Information Li nter 2A ( in C Madras 6000 105 lei 423214 
Chandigarh Area Manager Himarhal Tourism | A ■ 

I iiiirist Intormalion ( enti r 17 Sett Chandigarh lei 26494 r4lnra AAI 

Now you know just where to go... in IC i i 

lUufSOtA 


Sill 


Astika 
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If you think you know 

how long It took Kinetic to become a leader In the two-wheeler business, 

wronc ^oncemore. —.—_ 



Only three years. 

That's all It took to make I una the number one brand in 
the 50cc moped market 

And Kinetic the fastest-growing company in the two¬ 
wheeler business 

Over the years, we have put over 6,15,000 two- 
wheelcs on the road 

Increased our turnover by over 85% per annum, share 
value by over 2500% on the stock exchange 
Our product too has undergone constant improvement 
The Luna developed into the Luna TFR Plus and the Luna 
Double Plus And we launched the Spark, the first of a * 
new range of city vehicles from Kinetic 
Vehicles built to perform superbly on Indian roads 
So now that you have a choice of two-wheelers, 
remember the big name in the business 
Kinetic Engineering Limited 



Ktumc 




That'S rlght->the Luna and Spark people. 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 

IFYQUGANA]raWER"TES”TO 
3 OUT QF4 OF THESE QDESnONS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE BOY WHO DELIVERS YOUR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


1. 

Oo Sunday fflorning, do«i your newtptper live up to your oxpeciaiiona 7 

YESDHOD 

2 . 

Do Khuthwanl Simili, Kuldip Nayar, Beian Dannwala. M. V. Kamalh 
and uthor celebriitM vUi( you av«ry Sunday 7 

YESDBOn 

3. 

Dooa Nulan help aolve your personal problems, and can you consult 

Dr. R. Wadia for your ailments every Sunday 7 

YBSDBOn 

4. 

Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you can? 

YESDHOn 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then it*s 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete, 

SUNDAY 

MID-DAY 

THE CX)MPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
Published from Bombay 

■ ■. ■■ ■ ■■ ' «ne«j: 





Seventeenth Year of Publication 
No. 862. May 1-7,1985. 





PAGES 

BOTHAM STILL has a part to i>lav 
for England. Perhaps even a big pan 
How successfully he does that is far 
from straight forward efnd a rcaligne 
ment of attitude by everyone in the 
next few weeks is essential. Jack Ban 
■nister profiles the colossus known as 
Botham. 

PAGE 11 

HOLDING THE man with the Rolls 
Royce run up, is now 30 His retire 
ment plans seem premature, but he is 
Struggling with injury and modestk 
believes he has just about done it all 
An exclusive story on one of the all 
time great fast bowlers. Michael 
Holding 

PAGE 27 

ABDUL QADIR is taking over from 
•Sarfraz Nawaz The leg spinner has 
had numerous brushes with the auth 
orlties of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in Pakistan, just like his l.a 
hore teammate and fast bowler used 
to in the past. An exclusive interview 
with the spinner whose cricketing cat 
eer hangs in balance after his recent 
showdown with the authorities 


PAGE 33 s 

RONO HAS NOT yet given up 
hope of returning to top class running 
"I am going to lose 10 kilos and take 
six months to get into running shape 
In September 198,5 1 will be running 
big time, if God is willing. “A unique 
feature on Henry Rono, the great mid¬ 
dle distance runner 


PAGE 36 

PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL 
AIRLINFilS have brought along with 
them the crowds to the Bombay Hock¬ 
ey Association ground for the Bombay 
Gold Cup F-lockey Tournament. A 
round up of the competition leading to 
the semi final by David D'Souza 

PAGE 40 

ZHAO JIANHUA, the Chinese oele- 
hrity who turned 20 on the final day, 
got a memorable birthday present 
from compatriot Yang Yang. Zhao 
won 15-10. 5-1.5. 15-6. his fourth ma¬ 
jor singles title in the past six months 
DEEP .SMASH' reports on the Asian 
Badminton Championships. 
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IAN TERENCE BOTHAM 

Colossus at 
the crossroads 

By Jack Bannister 


England have proved they can win without Ian Botham. 
. So, asks the author, will they need him this summer? 



Ian Botham... his insistence on hogging the bowling ond his reluctance to 
let others bowl has contributed towards more defeats than wins or even 
draws for England. 


A n England side without an availa 
ble Ian Botham was unthinkable 
but it np longer.is Following England’.* 
emergence from the touring wilder 
ness--their magnificently hard fought 
2-1 win in India was only their third 
overseas success in 12 series since Ray 
Illingworth’s double victory in Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand in 1970-71-the 
most intriguing question to be ans¬ 
wered this summer is how do the 
selectors and the players handle the 
return of the Prodigal Son 

Does the Somerset all-rounder go 
straight back in to the team, and if so, 
how best to integrate him into a set up 
so brand new that its unfamiliarity 
may yet prevent a successful return''* 

If ever a cricketer was stale it was 
Botham last summer, and how it 
showed For several years both on and 
off the field, he has bestrode the Eng¬ 
land Test scene like the Colossus his 
record mostly, if not always, proved 
him to be 

So complete was his dominance th¬ 
at selectors and successive captains 
alike allowed him to rule the roost to a 
degree which gave the lie to the axiom 
that no one mafi is bigger than the 
team 

Because of his over-forceful ap¬ 
proach, both physically and mentally, 
the dominated proceedings almost ex¬ 
pressed that England could not win a 
scries unless he made it happen. But 
the facts are that, including the So¬ 
merset all-rounder’s halcyon days with 
the ball, England have won only oiie 
series abroad with him, and that was 
against a Packer-denuded Australian 
side in 1978-79. 

Perversely, as the bowling powers 
waned from 1980 onwards, sev his in¬ 
sistence on hogging the bowling in¬ 
creased, until it is not overstating the 
case to say that his reluctance to let 
other people bowl has contributed to¬ 
wards more defeats than wins or even 
draws. 

Now things are different. Due to his 
voluntary exile, England had fo man- 
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age without him in India and the re 
suits are so conclusive that the lessons 
must not be ignored 

England can win without him They 
did so on the sub continent because in 
his absence, the bowling was properly 
shared out 

Young pace bowlers like Neil Foster 
and Norman Cowans bcnefitted from 
increased opportunity, and albeit al 
most from Hobson's Choice, the selcc 
tors turned to slow bowling again, with 
Phil Edmonds and, to a lesser degree 
Pat Pocock doing themselves and 


everyone else proud 

Consequently at least two theones 
voiced by David Gower's predecessor 
were exposed Bob Willis often said 
modern Test matches are only won by 
fast bowling’, and in defence of three 
touring defeats in Australia, New Zea 
land and Pakistan he also said, other 
than West Indies nobody wins abroad 
thesedays ’ 

Well, David Gower’s side proved it 
can still be done by a reversion to old 
fashioned pnnciples which have been 
absent from recent England strategics 


for all too long It also needs emphasis 
ing that'tn India, the England batsmen 
rediscovered, perhaps not entirely co 
Incidentally, in Botham’s absence, the 
value of batting for a long time In a 
Test match 

A tactical approach based almost 
entirely on containment and patience 
has done more for England In the last 
few months than brave but often fool 
hardy strategy of the last few years, m 
which if Willis and Botham failed to 
blast out the opposition, there was no 
alternative plan on which to fall back 

The biggest lesson of all is that the 
best bowlers must be chosen, wha 
tever their type, within the occasional 
confines of the nature of the pitch 

There is a readymade place for 
Botham in the England side this sum 
mer In place of Chns Cowdrey, al' 
though the latter played in all five 
Tests in India and worked like a beaver 
in every game So there should be no 
problem about slotting Botham back 
into the side, always assuming that his 
form and fitness in the first six weeks 
of the season warrant it But the bor 
derline between his powers to create 
and destroy have become too blurred 
not to be re defined before his re entry 
into orbit is even considered 

Ensure 

All too often before this winter's 
tour. It has been Gotham’s finger on 
the self destruction button This sum 
mer the selectors must ensure he is 
treated in exactly the same way as 
every other England player 

If he delivers with the ball, fine If 
not then the decision to play him, re¬ 
gardless of performance, is no longer 
valid Until Delhi and Madras, not to 
mention the drawn games at Calcutta 
and Kanpur, it was thought thaf Both 
am was essential to the England side 
Now the selectors, the players, and, 
hopefully. Botham himself know that 
IS not true He must now be treated as 
a batsmen whose bowling is an extra 
option, but not an integral part of the 
selected attack 

Botham still has a part to play for 
England Perhaps even a big part 
How successful he dees that is far 
from straight forward, and a realign 
ment of attitude by everyone in the 
next few weeks Is essenbal 

In the end it is down to the player 
himself He has shown himself to be a 
big man capable of big things Cncket 
lovers must hope he is big enough to 
deal with what is a brand new, but 
none the less welcome, situation Ian 
Botham has always relished a chal 
lenge Gower and the selectors must 
make clear to him that he now faces 
the bigget one of all 

By ■rnmgement with Tht Cricketer International 



Ion Botham., he nuiaf now be treated as a batsman whose bowling is an 
extra ofstioit. but not an Integral part of the selected attack 
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NEW Zealand IN west indies 


One-Day Inteinationat 


Played at Trinidad on April 17,1985 


Windies rout Kiwis 


From Tony Cozier in Port of Spain 


S UBJECTED to batting first on a 
green and lively pitch against Joel 
Garner in his meanest mood. New 
Zealand were routed for 116 in 43 2 
overs, a target that openers Desmond 
Haynes and Richie Richardson made 
light work of as the West Indies 
completed their fourth consecutive 
victory in the senes of five One-Dav 
internationals 

Although the outfield was far drier 
than It had been in the first Test two 
weeks earlier, the pitch cariietl a layer 
of grass enough to worry the team 
whose captain lost the toss and hear 
.ten the fast howlers who used it firs; 

Geoff Howarth happened to cal! 
wrong and Garner, v/ith help frrmi 
Winston Davis and M.chael Holding, 
had effectively destroyed all New 
Zealand hopes at 25 for five in the 
14th over 


Jeremy Coney and Richard Hadlee 
took advantage of Garner’s absence 
after he had removed the first four 
wickets for 10 in his Initial six overs to 
save New Zealand from complete 
humiliation 

They added 58 from 14 overs, 
mostly against the erratic Eldine 
Baptiste, and New Zealand managed 
to reach 1 K) 

Yet they failed to utilise their full 
quota of overs, a deficiency attributa¬ 
ble Jo the run outs of John Bracewell 
and Garu Troup as Hadlee tried to 
keep the strike 

Garnei was almost unplayable early 
in the day fie made the ball lift and 
cut both ways sharply from his Hima¬ 
layan height and removed John 
Wright and Jeff Crowe in his third 
ovei, Martin Crowe in his fifth and 
Geoff Howarth in his sixth 



Des Haynes...gave another carefree 
exhibition while scoring 85 not out. 


By the time the West Indies batted 
there was no life in either the pitch or 
the New Zealanders and' Haynes 
followed his unbeaten 146 in the third 
One-Day International in Guyana with 
another carefree exhibition, scoring 85 
from 72 deliveries, 30 off the last 13, 
with two sixes off. Lance Cairns 
medium-pace and 12 fours 

The New Zealanders' swift demise 
was a disappointment for a crowd of 
around 17.000, down on the nearly 
30,000 for the first One-Day Interna¬ 
tional here last month but better than 
any day of the Test Series so far, 

SCORE-BOARD 


N*w G P Howarth c Dujon b Garrtar 6. J G 

Wrighi c Dujon b Garner 1 J J Crowe c Rtchar4<on b 
Garner 4. M D Qrowe b Garner 1 J V Coney c Dujon b 
Richard! 33.1D S Smith e and b Holding 3. K J Hadlee c 
Rlchdrdi b Davti 41. BL Cairus b Harper GB Troup 
run out 4. EJ Chatftcid not out 1. Cxtras (Lb 3. W 2 
NB 4) 9 total: (42 3overs) 116 
Fall of wickata: 16. 2 K) 3 l^ 4-18. 5^25. 6 83 
7 100.8 104.9-114 

Bowling Gamer 6-1-10 4. Oavts 63-1-10 l(Kw) 
Baptiste ^0 31-0. Holding 7-1-24-1 (Iw). Harper 
10-2-181. Richards 8 1-20-1 " 

WfUt Indite: 0 L Haynes iK>t out 85. R B RicKardspn 
not out 28. Eatras (lb-2. nb 2) 4 Total (no w)cket'2^«. 
overs>U7 

Bowling: Hadlee 6-1 18-0. (I nb). Troup 8 (1 

nb) Cairni6 0-50-0. Chaifield 4-0 14 0 Bracewell 02-0- 

3^0 , ' ■ 



Joel Gamer.„almo9t unplayable In the early part of the days he finished 
with four wickets for ten runs. 
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MICHAEL ANTHONY HOLDING 

The Rolls Royce 
of fast men _ 

By Rod Nicholson 


M ichael holding is a man of 

few words But when he arrived 
In Australia last October, he de 
dared he would bowl off his full run 
up and at full speed 

He also mentioned that a young lad 
would be his successor - Courtney 
Walsh IS his name 

Holding finished his tounng days 
at the end of this summer - although 
he IS playing against New Zealand 
in the Canbbean - and is keen not only 
to end hts career on a high note, but to 
produce a protege So far, so good 

Holding, the man with the Rolls 
Royce run up, set the ball rolling by 
captunng six for 2l in the first innings 
of the opening Test in Perth, to deci 
mate the Australian batsmen with a 
combination of speed, bounce, aggres 
sion and skill 




In 1975 76 when he made his Test 
debut in Australia, Holding was young 
raw and emotional In Perth, he was 
mature, experienced and dedicated to 
the task of wiping the Australians off 
the map 

‘1 have bowled faster, and I will 
bowl faster before this senes is over,” 
Holding had said 

‘We all have a point to prove, parti 
cularly those who were here to suffer 
the humiliation of the 5 1 defeat in 
1975 76 As far as I am concerned, I 
need to wipe that out of my mind with 
a truly fabulous performance this time 
around,” he added 

When Holding won the man-of the 
match award in Perth, he couldn’t 
hold back the smiles An assassination 
was in motion, and he was the man 
heading the revolt 

The veteran of 50 Tests was a far 
cry from the youth who cned In Syd 
ney when an appeal for a catch behind 


against Ian Chappell was turned down 
in 1975 76 

In the meantime, he had captured 
209 wickets at the exceptional average 
of 23 43 and demolished every batting 
combination in the world His time 
may be coming to an end but his abi 
lity is at a peak 

What most people don't appreciate 
Is that Holding is regularly in excru 
dating pain when he bowls He has a 
shoulder complaint and in delivery 
stride, IS committed to the torture So 
his effort in Perth was all the more 
merltonous 

“1 have just about had enough But 
it IS very pleasing to finish up here, 
where I started And it is especially 
pleasing to see someone who I have 
trained coming onto the scene to take 
my place, he said 

Of course. Holding was referring to 
Courtney Walsh Both come from the 
island of Jamaica and Walsh began 



Thafa how many / got... a Jubilant Mike Holding after capturing eight 
wickets in Engkmd*$jirat innings of The Oval Test of 1976. Left: The hero 
is led off the field by a duster of young fans. 
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What most people don't appreciate is 
that Michael .Holding .is regularly in excru¬ 
ciating pain when he bowls. He has a 
shoulder complaint and in delivery stride, 
is committed to the torture. His retire¬ 
ment plans seem premature, but he is 
struggling with injury and modestly, be¬ 
lieves he has just about done it all. 
And how right he is... 








his career as a schoolb^ bowling at 
the other end to Holding’. The similar¬ 
ity in run-up, size, temperament and 
relative potentialisextra ordinary. 

They room together on tour, and 
Holding is a constant mentor to the 
youngster, who celebrated his 22nd 
birthday late last year. 

As it turned out, Walsh had a big 
week. He is a quiet young man, who 
shared his celebration with Holding. 
But it was just the beginning of his for¬ 
tunes. Joel Gamer declared himself 
unfit and Walsh came Into the side to 
play Western Australia. 

He didn’t get the new ball, and when 
he bowled, was plagued by no-balls. 
But he proved a handful, and in the se¬ 
cond innings he was given preference 
to Winston Davis, and then was select¬ 
ed for the Test. 

From nowhere, he suddenly was a 
Test bowler, bowling alongside his 
boyhood hero Holding. 

Holding took great delight in that. “1 
am about at the end, but I like to think 
that Walsh will take my place, I know 
what it was like when I was young and 
coming into Test cricket. I wanted so¬ 
meone to help educate me. 

“I hope 1 have educated Walsh, and 
that he will go on from here.” 

Walsh didn’t get a bowl in the first 
innings as he watched Holding destroy 
the Australians, but he took 2-43 off 
20 impressive overs in the second in¬ 
nings 

Wes Hall, the former champion 



Holding takes time off to play 
the clown... a rare thing for a man 
of few words 


speedster and team manager, is full of 
praise for both Holding and Walsh. 

“Michael has a great action, a great 
strike-rate and a great big heart. He is 
a marvellous team man, and everyone 
was delighted to see him doso well. 

“As for Courtney, well, I think we 
saw the start of another Michael Hold¬ 
ing type. Michael was probably just a 
little faster than Courtney when he 


first played Test cricket In 1975, but 
otherwise everything else looked like a 
re-run,” he said. 

An interesting point is that Hold¬ 
ing’s amazing spell of bowling in Perth 
was never planned. He was handed 
the ball by skipper Clive Lloyd to bowl 
just one over, to allow Malcolm Mar¬ 
shall and Joel Gamer.to swap ends. 

But his rhythm was so fluent, and 
the deliveries so threatening, that 
Lloyd asked Holding if he would like 
to continue. The rest Is history. 

Holding Is now 30. His retirement 
plans seem premature, but he is strug¬ 
gling with injury and modestly, be¬ 
lieves he has just about done it all. 

How right he is. At the Oval in 1976 
he returned match figures of 14^149 
off 53.4 overs, and finished four Tests 
with 28 wickets at less than 13 runs 
apiece. That was his best season, when 
he was the fastest bowler in the world. 

In Perth, he celebrated his 50th 
Test, and during his career he has 
played a key role in lifting the West In¬ 
dies from the depths of despair to un¬ 
disputed world champions. 

He hopes to retire to an easy-paced 
life, and concentrate on a’ different 
kind of speed - horse racing. 

For as long as he is around the pub¬ 
lic can do no better than to watch the 
Michael Holding run-up. Surely there 
will never be a more pleasing sight to 
the eye of the beholder - unless he 
happens to be the batsman fadng 
Michael Anthony Holding! 

Coiirftiv: AutiralUm Crtak«t 



Rt^la fllojice nirt-up... surely there will never be p more pleasing sight to the eye of the 
en h* thtt hatsman foelna Michael Anthonv Holalna 
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SOCCER TKANSFERS 


East Bengal bag 
the best 


By Debabrata Chowdhury 


T his year the Calcutta soccer 
transfer officially came to an end 
on 19th April but for all practical pur 
poses the annual ritual was over four 
days earlier when East Bengal Club 
not only signed Krishanu Dey and Bi- 
kash Panji from arch rivals Mohun 
Bagan but also Biswajit Bhattacharjee 

As it was with Prasanta Banerjee 
last year the signings of Krishanu and 
Bikash was the subject of much dis¬ 
cussion this season and it was after a 
long time and much persuasion that 
the two players finally decided to don 
the red and yellow colours. 

What, perhaps gave the matter a 
whole new dimension was the involve 
ment of the players families before the 
actual slgnirig took place. 

Anxious as their fans were at the 
time of wheeling and dealing, the East 
Bengal officials had all along been cer¬ 
tain that the two stars would join their 
club. But more enterprising as they 
proved themselves than their counter 
parts In Mohun Bagan and Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting in the end, they 
had to undergo some nerve wrecking 
moments when Sailen Manna, the 
Mohun Bagan assistant secretary 
Joined the fray in a last ditch effort 

In the past the venerable Olympian 
used to play a leading role at the time 
of transfer but this season he was com¬ 
pletely by passed by the Mohun Bagan 
officials from the beginning 

When, however, they realised that 
things were not going their way de¬ 
spite their following the East Bengal 
officials in Benares, Cochin and even 
Dhaka they pleaded with Manna to do 
something so that at least the services 
of Krishanu and Bikash could be re¬ 
tained. 

Having earlier failed to woo away 
Monoranjan Bhattacharjee despite an 
unprecedented offer this was their last 
trump card as Manna is one of those 
few officials who still command some 
respect from the players. 

Don’t worry, said Manna and added 
they are very much Mohun Bagan 
boys but even Manna did not succeed, 
firstly because his was a very late bid 
and, secondly because the East Bengal 
officials had more money in their 
pockets to disburse. 


Compared to Mohun Bagan’s offer 
of rupees one lakh forty thousand for 
the two players East Bengal reportedly 
settled the deal at around rupees one 
lakh twenty five thousand for each of 
them 

Mohun Bagan whose officials ear¬ 
lier vowed not to increase the budget 
under any circumstances now became 
'frantic and tried to get Sudip Chatter-' 
jee, Aloke Mukherjee and Tarun Dey 
with huge offers but here too the East 
Bengal officials had the last laugh. 

Of course, the East Bengal officials 
had to beat a retreat in the case of 
Atanu Bhattacharjee the Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting and India goalkeeper 
Atanu accepted the advance from th¬ 
em but when he learnt that Bhaskar 
Ganguli, contrary to earlier specula¬ 
tions was not changing his club, he 
backed up. With Bhaskarda breathing 
down my neck, 1 just cannot take my 
place under the East Bengal bar for 
granted was his explanation Similar 
was the view of Mohun Bagan goal¬ 
keeper Pratap Ghosh who also was of¬ 
fered a large sum by East Bengal. 


The failure to get cither Atanu or 
Pratap meant that Bhaskar Ganguli 



subject for much tHst;usslon 


would need special effort to keep him¬ 
self fit throughouf the season as be¬ 
sides him there arc only Aslam Ahmed 
and Bijon Chakraborty to guard the 
East Bengal goal. 

East Bengal's main strength .will, of 
course emanate from their deep de¬ 
fence where Sudip Chatterjee, Mono¬ 
ranjan Bhattacharjee, Tarun Dey and 
Aloke Mukherjee will be the regulars. 
Besides them there arc Balai Mukher 
jee, the skipper, and some promising 
players like Aloke Saha and Samir 
Chowdhury to take over when the 
need arises. Debdyuti Dcbnath, new 
comer Kabif Bose and veteran Chin- 
moy Chatterjee also are there but ex¬ 
cept in case of emergency they are not 
likely to get their chances 

Like the deep defence East Bengal’s 
line up front will also be very good in¬ 
deed. Jamshed Nassiri will be the man 
to get the goals while Krishanu Dey is 
thire to do the scheming. There is the 
resourceful Debashish Roy, hardwork¬ 
ing Biswajit Bhattacharjee and the two 
promising recruits from Aryans and 
Tollygunge Aggragami, Sandip Mun- 
shi and Kamal Ghosh respectively. 
Monojit Das whom the club have re¬ 
tained and Prabir Majumdar who has 
switched over from Mohammedan 
Sporting was, however, have to fight 
hard for a place. 

East Bengal, however, ma$i feel She 
absence of a winger more so when De¬ 
bashish Roy, the only one they have 
does himself better justice as a striker. 

The halfline of East Bengal, though 
it has players like Bikash Panji, Deba¬ 
shish Misra and Sunirmal Chakra¬ 
borty may not be all that good as all 
the three players arc primarily right 
footed and they might face trouble 
while trying to change the pace of dir¬ 
ection of the game. The problem is un¬ 
likely to be solved even if Sudip 
Chatterjee comes in to take the place 
of any of them leaving the right wing- 
back position skipper Balai Mukher¬ 
jee. , 

This is, however, a minor flaw In ' 
what must be the most studded team 
this season andif coach P.K. Banerjee 
could instil the r^t sort of team SfHrIt 
among the boys ust Bengal would ^ 
the chib to watch in the coming days. . 

to contrast 




Dutta his counterpart In Mohun Ba 
gan will have more serious problems 
to encounter 

Pratap Ghosh as his main goalkeep 
er and Tanumoy Bose and Jagadish 
Ghosh as Pratap’s capable understu 
dies the last line of Mohun Bagan de 
fence looks to be quite safe 

But the problem would arise in the 
deep defence where Abdul Majeed, 
Surata Bhattacharlee, Satyajit Ghosh 
and Krishnendu Roy will probably line 
up as regulars “ 

Majeed has the capacity and the in 
clination to join the attack at the 
slightest opportunity but his defence is 
suspect Moreover, this being his first 
season in Calcutta initially at least he 
may find the going a bit tough 

Subrata Bhattacharjee, though he 
did not play badly last year is not get 
ting any younger and the long and ar 
duous season may have a telling effect 
on his capacity to carry on Satyajit 
Ghosh has been playing for Mohun 
Bagan for the last three years but there 
is something in his approach that does 
not instil confidence though there is no 
denying the player is always a good 
trier Krishnendu is good but only in 
patches and he has of fate develop^ a 
tendency to use more brawn than 
brain and against tougher opponents 
this might land him in trouble 

So if one or more among the regu 
lars fail Amal Dutta will have to find 
the replacement from among Samar 
Bhattacharjee, Shyamal ^nerjee, 
Swapan Saha Roy, Compton Dutta, 
Sanjib Chowdhuiy and Swajian Bose 
Considenng that some are over the hill 
while others are quite inexjserienced 
Dutta’s job may be a rather difficult 
one 

The halfline of the club will, ho 
wever, be quite balanced assuming 
that Ravi Kumar would acquit himself 
well in the new environment and 
would be able to fill in the void left by 
Bikash Panji If, however, he falls and 
Prasanta too cannot come back to 
terms with himself then Mohun Bagan 
will be finished unless, of course Mihir 
Bose or Amit Majumdar decide to play 
from the deep and act as saviours 

In the fon/Oard line Mohun Baran 
have as many as twelve players out 
who among them would ^ asked to 
do regular duty is a matter of conjee 
ture May be Xavier Plus among the 
older players will find a regular place 
while amongst the youngsters Babu 
Mani’s position is also secured As for 
the other place Kartick Sett, Pradip 
Talukdar, Subir Sarkar. Sisir Ghosh 
and skipper Bidesh Bose will have to 
vie udth one another 

Whatever might be the composition 
of the final line up it is not likely to 


However, if one 
has to go by past 
experiences, then 
one cannot just 
write off Mohun 
Bagan or Mohd. 
Sporting 

ponents nor It would enthuse the clubs 
own supporters many of whom have 
already started blaming the officials 
for their lackadaisical attitude during 
the transfers 

Provided any of the youngsters 
among Pradip Ghosh, Pronob Bose 
and Utpal Mondal are able to give 
nght company to Shabbir All and Nar 
inder Thapa then Mohammedan 
Sporting’s line up front will not cause 
them much headache 

There are of course Manas Bhatta 
charjee, Majeed Baskar and Amitava 
Mukheijee and the first two in particu 
lar could be dangerous on their days 

Although Victor Amalraj is back 
from Mohun Bagan and ageing Pra 
sun Banerjee and young Sajal Das are 
there to give him company, coach Ab 
dus Sattar might occasionally have to 
ask either Sanjib Bhattacharjee or 
skipper Prem Dorji to play as wingh 
alves Even if they do so the halfline 
will be nothing more than ordinary 
class and to succeed a clib always 
need a top class half line 

The deep defence will of course be 
quite good with trusted players like 
Premnath Philip, Moidul Islam, Jay 
dev Chakraborty, Mushir Ahmed, 
Anudev Das to man it and it will be 
further stren^ened if Sanjib Bhatta 
charjee is inicuded in the team as a 
stopper or as a wingback rather than 
as a winghalf 

Abdus Sattar will have to worry 
least about his last line of defence as it 
will be guarded by Atanu Bhattachar 
jee who despite his many faults is one 
of the best goalkeepers in case of 
emergency there are Tapas Chakra 
borty, Hyder Ah Mondal and Dilip Pal 
and all of them are capable too 

All said and done it looks at least on 
pajser that East Bengal have the best 
team this season but Ifione has to go by 
past experiences then one just cannot 
write off either Mohun Bagan or Mo 
hammedan Sporting it is, indeed 
some amount of luck, team spirit and 
the ability of certain players to nse for 
the occasion which more than the 
strength or weakness of a team that 
count in the long run We have seen 
this befewe and we shall see this again 


TEAMS 
Mohun Bagan: 

Goal Pratap Ghosh Tanumoy 
Bose Jagadish Ghosh and ShivaH 
Banerjee 

Deep Defence Abdul Majeed, 
Subrata Bhattacharjee Satyajit 
Ghosh Samar Bhattachryjee. Kilsh 
nendu Roy, Shyamal Banerjee Sanjib 
Chowdhury Swapan Saha Roy and 
Swajsan Bose 

Half backs Ravi Kumar Prasanta 
Banerjee Mohammad Fareed and 
Sujash Bera 

Forwards Babu Mani Kartick Sett. 
Subir Sarkar Amit Majumdar, Mihir 
Bose Krishna Gopai Chowdhury, 
NarayanswamI Ulaganathan, Xavier 
Pius Surajit Sengupta, Bidesh Bose, 
Pradip Talukdar and Sisir Ghosh 

Mohammedan Sporting: 

Goal Atanu Bhattacharjee, Hyder 
All Mondal Tajias Chakraborty and 
Dilip Pal 

Deep Defence Premnath Philip, 
Moidul Islam Sanjib Bhattachaijee. 
Joydev Chakraborty Anudev Da^ 
Aslam Khan Mushir Ahmed and 
Prem Dorji 

Half backs Victor Amalraj, Meh- 
mood Khabaji Prasun Banerjee and 
Sajal Das 

Forwards Manas Bhattacharjee, 
Amitava Mukherjee Pradip Ghosh. 
Pronob Bose Utpal Mondal, Aiup 
Das Shabbir Alt Majeed Baskar, and 
Nannder Thape 

East Bengal: 

Goal Bhaskar Ganguli Bijon 
Chakraborty and Aslam Ahmed 

Deep Defence Sudip Chatteijee, 
Balai Mukherjee Tarun Dey, Monor- 
anjan Bhattacharjee Aloke Mukher¬ 
jee Debdyuti Debnath Samir Chowd 
hury, Aloke Saha, Chinmoy Chatter 
jee and Kabir Bose 

Half backs Sururmal Chakraborty. 
Bikash Panji Debashish Misra and 
Gautam Sarkar 

Forwards Sandip Munshi Kamal 
Ghosh Monojit Das Prabir Majum 
dar. Debashish Roy Biswajit Bhatta¬ 
charjee Krishnu Dey and Jamshed 
Nassin 

Coach and captain. 

Mohun Bagan Amal Dutta (coach) 
and Bidesh Bose 

Mohammedan Sporting Moham¬ 
mad Abdus Sattar and Prem Dorji 

Fast Bengal PK Banerjee and 
Balai Mukherjee 



A dacoit cares 
for statistics! 

\1 n IS/// iRDalotuhoui 
hank tiedduioils (//> ifu ir 

smtid and \urn tukiina i/u if 
firi’aims amidst nn at lanjaii man 
(l)ini Ifi turn mta a iwm k a/ 

DakuhbuK Smt’kanothir sti n I'lm 
lollingi<)i(ut hinlmi;/lom ilu 
nolaiious ta\idi ^ af lln ( hamhal 
nilha stimvalht maiisamu sloliis 
indit drop/nd his I UO and with il 
his\Mtkid\sa\s wink sntiinditim; 
In ihi \tadh\a Piaik sh (nndiinu nl 

So what IS di at about n broiln i ’ 
Otu IS ioifipclkd III ask III! Iiktsol 
Phoolan Ih \t and Malkhan Sin^li 
an knind III In aps in Madina 
Piadish nliohan d\i n up war/an 
loi a s( di niai i hk In hind lln bar 
Hill Dakiibhiita Siin,h is itnliki Ins 
illusliious pndiussois lli is a 
dai on H nil dilk n ni hobbu s' 

(lilt w what 

Om man isctuki I jamnu 

Daktibliaia SiiikIi who is now 
siiMiii’a piison St nil tin in llii 
(iwaboi C iniial lad lami airossa 
spoils niaiia nu it hu h im ntioiu d 
Kajindf r (lOcl’s A ai ol baipnni; fiDO 
it/( kcls in Han/t itopin Rialismi’ 



cord houl of 600 wickets 




Jhe qricket wheel 
never stops! 


ih( nn/iorinui olllns siiiptndoiis 
kalhi piompih di span hid a 
(oidiaiiili in nnssaiii loilu siiiian 
(iitkilii and wishidhim Inillui 
snai SSI s 

1 1 sums i\i n damns (onii wiilia 
hn’hi I inn llnp m i quoin in ihi si 
da\s" 

Zeeshan Ali 
doing well 

Z / / S// I\ 1// om olilu 

pioinisini; i oilin’ ii inns pkna s 
ollhi (oiinin iinnlh annidInniu 
Irani llonukotn. iinimia I’ood 
anonnt o!hnnsi IIin ihi isian 
Innioi ( inioi 

/ii shun iiai hid III till sinuk sand 
donbk ' linalonfoin oiiasions in 
Old] hisi Isian C III ml whii h was 
pknidin Dhaka Ihadand 
Indom sia Phdipnn s and 
tloni’koin. 

Ilu I hadand III'olilu loinpiintd 
lin k 1 loi /i I slum lot hi won ilu 
until I In/mal is ilu \oiim, lad 
lonlmni s 10 shim m lliis iiiinil hi 
ashopi andpia] dial hi would f>o on 
loimntali i i/ii] imiiirai wnhhis 
ill ids on I oio I 

The top ten 
of Asian soccer 

L ATLIN1984 Premier 

publications Australia invited 
leading football journalists of Asia to 
participate in a poll to name the 
inaiiqural Asian hootballer of the 
Year 

1 Ais pifll u as instituted t>v Piemiei 
publications to commemorate the 
launching of their foithroming 
(Asia Ol eania Football Handbook 
Mated Abdullah Mohammed of 
AI Nasi and Saudi Arabia was 
unanimouslij voted as the best player 
ti ith 71 p followed by Gu Guangming 
of Guangdong and China with 40 p 
f-aisalAI DakfiilAI Qadisiya and 
Kuwait third with 30p 

1 he others in the top ten are as 
follows Abdullah AI Diayye AI Payee 
and Saudi Arabia JiaXiuquan 
1 laoning and China Abdnial 
Changu Omid and Iran Choi Soon 
Ho Dolphins and South Korea 
Piyapong Pueon Bulls and Fhailand 
I fussain Saeed Iraq and Fandi 
Ahmad Singapore The last two tied 
for the ninth place with 6 p each 


in CRKkI 1 WHUl iiiiir 
slops foi a bnathiron tins gkihi’ 
It mi H h shifts Its basi fiom om 
< iniim fit to till otiii I 

I ni’lamlwill shoilh hi tin huh of 
ailionas till I ni’tishiiiikil siason 
laki s off omi a gum this sum mi i 
but ofiinnsi subiict to thi Mt^enus 
olilu miliminl wiaihii 

lllhoni’h lustialin sunn otjlii loiul 
pomto/ilu I in’bshiiukit siusoii 
till loimt] sum willai’ambi 
null hill b\ tin onrsias stars 

liisilnihis Iisipkniis oiiiof 
iinnu] iiukil last \ cui -asihi \ 
wi K too piiiiii uptiil gnmi'a 
Bku kwash to Ciowii andC ompani 
-will 11 tin II loll] ami mfluimi a 
shill III till balami olpowir 

I i\uni Rtihiiiib ami lin Unit foil 
(lUim I III till n nil sisiibk hi si will 
i iiliimi i 'simu rsii si ham i s o! 
wnmnn’ilu i liiimpn iisinp lor tiu 
hisiiimi wink ilu upuill] 
ill Misiaimviombnuiiioii oKjoukm 
(iniimlgi ami Makolm Min shall 
shonkibit Ihmipslini who sliimpul 
III ilu !'sth position last ]iin ithii 


\ V- V 1 



Vivian Rlcharde... his presence 
will enhance Scmersei’s 
chances this summer 
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beingthiidin thepre\lous mo 
seaioin 

Then the folks in Susse\ian 
lefreihingly look forw ard to thi sight 
of Imran Khan delivmng his 
thunderbolts I hough he is full\ fit 
Sussex have made it i fear they u ill 
not osensork thefoimet Pakistan 
i aptain who w ill play in all one-da s 
matches and limited of thne das 
championship game s 

Talking of oserseas plaxcis our own 
gins like Sandeep Patil Bhctiwindci 
Sandhii Rasi Shastnand 
C handrakantPcinit willbc inaction 
to add the Indian c oloio in the 
I eagues 

Disqualified for 
underestimating Khan! 

A t SIR M n\ Riiki Hill ini 
diiisiiniciUd the p(n\ii and do 
niirancc of wot Id cliiiinpio/i Jch^in- 
gii khan at liniisli Open Sqniisli 
cliiimpioiisliips ill Iasi (iiiiisuad 
uci nth 

I lie I hn Uc nth sud Ru ki Hill ii 
scciiis had pk iil\ ol chon s ai hand 
Hi Hikomd Kiuin would mid an 
hoiii 10 dispose off iIh SoiiiIi ipuaii 
ihalkngt h\ Rnhaid OConiun n 
ilu liistioiiml 

fills IS piiiisiii wluri Hill bull 
gild Hi gaii oo iniuli iinii In 
khan It iliinis i) ( oiinoi 

II 1 1 It Hd! aiiiSid 10 lake on h / 
h) \ liisiialian I niiil Ik iinilh Ih 
foiiiiel i<> his siopiisi dial In had 
hem disipiilllfied loi le pen ling ’0 
niiniile s kile 


^-0 I win e>\i I the Springbok then 
with Hill absent Donnclh was gisen 
a walkinct into the iic \t stage to fan 
hiiglaiid inteinaiional Bnan Be 
e son 

Cornhiirs eighth 
season with TCCB 

C ORMIHI insiiiaiiie hi 
i.inniiif' ihiit eighth siiisoii as 
spoi sois ill lest Cl III I in I nglaiid 
ail I lost 10 aglet ing a new eh al with 
dll lisiamK oiinn ( iiikii Boaid 

lie ill side s leptniid that ni goiia 
III ns Wile p'lOfciding amtiuhh 
I ngitind lapiain David Goner eol 
Ii (h d a e hi ipu hn L4 OlH) hn die Iwii 
list Milt ins Oil I Indue al die an 
niiid Coiiihdl loin awaids liiiiih 
Willi die llhllMdtial I'll IS going In 
\l ki (i iiiing (L4s0 I nil Rohinsoii 
t4'i0 P ii Poiol and Phil Id 
nionds -fsil \haied and (iianni 
liiwhi ami \id fosiii H4sd 
sliiinil 

Ovett, in the 
fray once again 

W HO sits Sieve Ovett is down 
ami mil He has dispelled all 
h ai s aht in Ins he aldi ii nil a i onihn 
table win in t m ol die most pn sii 
gionsiii d laie s ol I mope 

Oiiii was loiiipeiiiig seiiiiiish fin 
III Insl Him siiiie being eaiiied oil 
iln II III itidii lined ol I ‘did III ill dll 
I os In^i k s Ohiiipie s Hi won dii 
se Sill I iloimiii (lolik n She e laei al 
ligiMino hah III 20 intniiles s 
sieoiids iwo SLionels ahiad ol si 
loiidpkieid lliilian I lansno Pam I 



Steve Ovett the breakdown at 
Los Angeles is a distant past now 


la - and then said I am stiongei 
I ha III was behni 

I hill was no iloiibt about his fit¬ 
ness as dll wiikl I HM) 111 iiiotd 
hokki eiiiisid aiioss tm linishtng 
Inn III I igi itino s me (hat sal main 
stfiiait 

Ihioiigh die hallwas maik in 
shppin eoiieliiions nneli i light chr 
k Osiil Panina and Hurd s Jose 
loao ila Siha who hnislicd thud 
hadopi III da<oiiiiiiaiiding kadoiei 
dll II slot the siiongliikl 

Oil It was re kneel and loiifiekni 
as he sle ppid lip the tinipo in the hn 
al lap of the lau 

hell It How Ilium I and eoiiiiln 
man Sebaslian ( oi n dm hn some 
lOinpi lilion fioiii a unni iialicl 
Oselt" 



Mb |MI «■ aMl ««• 
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khan had as usual raiidlond t 



SurUuier fChanna, of thg inaugural Asia Cup fame, and hia bride 
AMMWta aeen at thek wedding reception heid at New Delhi on April 17, 
1985 
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MOHD. AZHARUDDIN 


Stardom at a 
tender age 



M ohammed azharuddin is 

the brightest star on^the world 
cricket firmament. This 22-year- 
old batting genius hit cricket headlines 
in the last home scries against England_ 
by achieving a cricket feat unique in' 
the 160 years of Test cricket. 

Azhar has maintained his consis 
tently fine showing In the one day 
competitions that followed - the 
World Championship of Cricket in 
Australia and the Rothmans Cup at 
Sharjah. 

Azhar found time, while in Austra¬ 
lia. to discuss with us his phenomenal 
success, his personality and other 
aspects of his career. 

Q; What do you think is the rea¬ 
son for your outstanding success? 

A I love cricket It is my favourite 
game Despite all hurdles and hard¬ 
ships I like to play cricket. That’s why 
whenever at it, I am involved with my 
heart and soul There isn’t the slightest 
distraction. While at the crease, my 
whole attention is centred on the 
game. I think of nothing else. At that 
time, only the game remains in front of 
me, bat in hands, eyes on the bowler 
and the field in my mind, I play the 
strokes with all my concentration to 
put the rival bowlers under pressure. I 
myself never feel under any pressure 
or problem. 

Q: Who was your ideal in crick¬ 
et? They say your style resembles 
that of Zaheer Abbas. In the past 
he used to play like you, so have 
you had him as your ideal? 

A: No. I don’t think it is true. 1 have 
never made anyone my ideal. If my 
style resembles anyone else's. It Is only 
coincidental. I play my own game and 
in my own style. 

Q; What about getting married? 
Do you want to continue playing or 
take up the responsibilities of run¬ 
ning a household? 

A: 1 have no Immediate plans of get¬ 
ting married. At the moment I want to 
concentrate on playing. As far as mar¬ 
riage is concerned, it depends upon my 
parents. Whenever, '•wherever they 
want, 1 will get married. However, 
right now my own aim is to direct all 
my energies towards cricket. 

Q; What are your educational 
qualifications? 

A: I am a Commerce graduate. 
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Q: How ipany brothers and sis¬ 
ters do you have? Do any of them 
play cricket? 

A: I have two sisters and three 
younger brothers, i am the eldest of 
the lot. My brothers play cricket The 
'younger ones arc good players I keep 
giving them tips off and on 

Q: Did the elders in your family 
play cricket. Any of your uncles 
etc.? 

A: Yes, my maternal uncle played 
cricket. By watching him 1 also got at¬ 
tracted towards the game. He is my 
'mother’s younger brother He is a 
member of the bank team and has also 
played for the Hyderabad junior team 
I used to go and see him play. 

Q; You have become world fa- 
.mous in such a short time. You are 
being compared with the top 
players of the world. What plans 
have you made for the future? 

A: My desire is to achieve many 
more peaks in cricket. Score many 
more runs so many that the record 
remains for a long, long time to come I 
want to take Indian cricket to new 
heights 

Q; You bat well but what are 
your favourite strokes? 

A Strokes are all good but they 
should be played from the middle of 
the blade I enjoy it when the ball 
comes to the middle of'the bat and 1 
can turn it in any direction in the field. 

Q: Against Pakistan (when he 
made 93 not out), you drove Imran 
Khan twice. Normally it is difficult 
to play strokes against Imran. How 
did you manage it? 

A; It is not difficult to drive when the 
ball comes on to the bat. On both the 
occasions the ball had to be driven less 
and I did just that. 

Q: Whom do you play better, 
spinner or pace bowlers? 

A; I consider facing any type of 
bowler as a challenge I am ever will¬ 
ing to accept this challenge from any 
bowler. Spinners have their own art. 
Fast bowlers have a different style. 
Both try to create problems for the 
batsmen. If the batsman concentrates. 
It is easy to play both types of bowlers 
comfortably and runs can be scored 
against all sorts of bowlers. 

Q; Do you play for uourself or for 
the team? 

A; If I increase my score, the team’s 
score increases ^n turn Even if I play 
well personally, it will be in the best in¬ 
terest of the team. 

Q; Are you interested In watch¬ 
ing films? 

A; No, I don’t see movies at all. I am 
nqt interested in seeing films 

Q; Many Indian cricketers have 
acted In fUms. H it likely that you 
wtir be attracted , to the tinsel 
ttoorW? 

A; Teldn’lt 'diink. so. I don.’t want to 
i^t^'itj.fi^ro^ .and have never thought 
fy;'S-W;Cort»^ndent 



Fame and success haven't spoilt him. Azhar is always willing to team 
from senior cricketers 
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Aussie wickets invite criticism 


Groundi 

Rum 

Wku. 

Avg. runs 

Wlcts.by 

Wklt.bv 




pcrwkL 

fasttwra. 

stow bows. 

Sydney tall matf hesi 

3397 

133 

255 

376% 

602% 

Sydney (NSW batting) 

1377 

44 

313 

465% 

477% 

Sydney (NSW bowling) 

1133 

60 

189 

283% 

683% 

Melbourne 

.V360 

125 

«9 

672% 

296% 

Perth 

7894 

245 

322 

792% 

146% 

Adelaide 

i 6508 

198 

329 

621% 

309% 

Brisbane 

6305 

186 

341 

800% 

168% 


I N Australia during the last decade 
the wickets of two illustrious 
grounds (Melbourne Cricket Ground - 
MCG and now the Sydney Cricket 
Ground -SCG) have invited adverse 
comments from both critics and com¬ 
mentators alike. Earlier, MCG was at 
the receiving end but now it is the turn 
of the SCG. In fact so many disparag¬ 
ing things have been said about the 
Sidney pitch that visiting cricketers 
will eye it with suspicion when they 
play there 

Clive Lloyd, whose mighty West In¬ 
dies team was humbled twice in the re¬ 
cent summer, said In an Interview. “It Is 
wrong for a Test to be played on a 
wicket that turns so much from the 
word go. It is impossible to play any 
shots with authority." 

Queensland’s captain Jeff Thom¬ 
son, sang the same song after his bats¬ 
men fumbled and floundered in the 
Sheffield-Shield match against Victor¬ 
ia. “As a wicket for a first class match it 
was a disgrace,” he said. “It turned at 
right angles from the first ball." 

This season visiting batsmen have 
failed and faltered miserably which is 
the reason that their captains have cri 
ticlsed the pitch. But the pitch has 
plenty of defenders too. There are 
people who believe that by offering 
spectators relief from the monotony of 
watching fast bowling most of the time 
it has provided them with the most ex¬ 
citing events seen anywhere in Austra¬ 
lia this summer - the two defeats of 
the ‘Invincible’ Windies. 

Ross Dundas, an Australian statisti¬ 
cian has provided an interesting table 
which shows that in first class matches 
this season batsmen have scored fewer 
runs in the Shield competition at the 
SCG than at any other premier 
ground on the Australian mainland. 

SCG has produced a result in every 
match played there this season. On the 


other hand, at the MCG. the bat has 
dominated the ball to the extent that 
nearly 43 runs have been scored per 
wicket. 

The table also shows that the spin¬ 
ners have been much more successful 
at the SCG than anywhere else. At 
Perth, for instance, slow bowlers have 
taken only 14.6 per cent of wickets., 
’Correspondingly they have accounted 
for 60 2 per cent batsmen at Sydney. ' 

A research into Dundas’ table re¬ 
veals that although visiting batsmen 
have done badly against NSW at the 
SCG, averaging a little less than 19 
runs per wicket. NSW batsmen have 
fared fairly well, averaging 31 

Admittedly, NSW batsmen have 
done better elsewhere (at all grounds 
in first-class matches this season they 
have averaged 36). but it is evident th¬ 
at bastsmen have come to grief at the 
SCG not so because of an inferior 
pitch but because of the superior NSW 
spinners (Bob Holland, Murray Ben- 
net and Greg Mathews) who bowled 
on it 

What other explanation could there 
be for Clive Lloyd's decision In the fin¬ 
al Test at Sydney to go in minus his 
off-spinner, Roger Harper? A fact that 
admits the SCG helps only quality 
spinners. 

When the Australian fast bowlers 
reduced Pakistan to 27 for eight at 
Perth three seasons ago there was 
hardly any criticism of the pitch. Ima¬ 
gine the shouts from the roof-tops this 
seasons when NSW’s spinners had 


Victoria 27 for eight at one stage In the 
crucial Sheffield-Shield match. 

The New South Wales captain. Dirk 
Wellham. has said harsh things about 
the Sydeny wicket, but his complaints 
have been about its uneven bounce 
and its slowness. He rejected the sug¬ 
gestion that It gives spin bowlers an 
unfair advantage It was too slow so it 
limited the scoring possibilities for 
batsmen 

There is a general complaint that 
the SCG playing surface is a course for 
the NSW horses! "Well, I understand 
Australian cricket was keen to get spin 
bowling back in the game,” Wellham 
said, “it’s a fair wicket. 1 don’t think it 
turns too much, and it turns slowly. 

“The whole thing is we’ve got t he 
three best spinners (Holland, Bennett 
and Mathews) in the country.” One 
only shudders to think of old spin stal¬ 
warts - Laker, Gibbs, Bedi, Chandra 
and Pras v^iho would have caused pan¬ 
ic on the SCG strip to reap a rich re¬ 
ward. 

The SCG curator, Peter Leroy, con¬ 
cedes that the pitch has been playing 
slowly. He blames it on the gradual 
compacting (binding) of the soli over 
the past five years. 

“Batsmen who play from the crease 
here are in a lot of trouble," the curatolt 
said recently, “but the fellows that use 
their feet aren’t. The fellows that know 
how to play cricket get runs. ’’ Greg 
Ritchie proved the point in the Shell- 
Shield match at the SCG. 


Abdul Qadir 
speaks out 

A ce leg-spinner Abdul Qadir called 
for effective measures to resolve, 
what he termed the present cricket 
crisis in Pakistan. 

Speaking at the “Meet the Press” 
programme of the Lahore Press Club. 
Qadir said cricket affairs should be run 
experienced cricketers. 

He said cricket was a technical 

S ame which would function smoothly 
niy under the guidance of those 
persons who played it and were 
thoroughly acquainted with its various 

*0 


aspects 

Qadir gave a detailed version of the 
incident which led to his expulsion 
from New Zealand in February on 
disciplinary groundsi and he main¬ 
tained that he was innocent. 

Pak Board’s 

selfish administration 

A BDUL HAFIZ KARDAR former 
Pakistan cricket captain and 
President of the Board of Control for 
Cricket In Pakistan gave a clarion call 
for the complete overhaul of the 
Cricket Control Board. 

Kardar said he was thoroughly 
convinced that there cap be no super¬ 
ior chract formed under a selfish 
system of administration which Is 


prevalent today 

Slating the Ci^ricket Control Board 
for it’s Inefficiency he observed “talent 
wise the B.C.C.P. is woefully low. In 
knowledge below the ignorance line 
and vulgar in approach to the con¬ 
ducting of cricket affairs. For the last 
10 years, said Kardar, the game has 
been under the control of people who 
have not handled a cricket bat eve.i in 
a nursery". 

He demanded institution of an 
administration capable of re-establish¬ 
ing values, of forming modes of di^^ 
pline among players with the uftipiile 
object of creating‘die . team un^. He 
said without udify a tswip is i ottrivd 
with nothing in comthon.’ 
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National federations lose 
their autonomy 
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By Bystander 


A FEW after the Indian Olympic 
Association’s unwarranted sum 
mons to the honorary secretary of the 
Indian Hockey Federation, K L Passi 
to come to Delhi ostensibly to sort out 
matters before the elections due in the 
hockey federation, comes the news 
about the alarming constitutional 
amendments sought by the lOA 
It IS blatantly obvious that the lOA's 
objective Is to strangle the national 
federations To deprive them of th 
eir autonomy and then make them 

lOA *s objective is 
to strangle the 
national 
federations by 
depriving them of 
their autonomy 
and rights 


toe the line of the lOA To discard 
all democratic precedents and take 
an authoritarian control over 
sports in the country 
While the legality of these amend 
ments cannot be questioned, the 
moral and practical connotations 
of these sweeping changes certain 
lycan 

By depriving the national federations 
of their autonomy and their rights 
the lOA Is only catalysing o process 
of confrontation, dissension and in 
temal wranglings which are bound 
to surface sooner than later 
For example, one of the amendments 
moot^ is that the President of the 
lOA can now recommend through 
the general body or the executive 
committee, lor permanent or tern 
pbrary expulsion of an individual 
or a group Indulging In activities 
prejudicial to sports, including tak 
ing recourse to civil courts 
As a corollary, it is added that this 
would have to be supported by a 
two-thirds majority of the 10 A 
What diis will entail is dit for any arb¬ 
itrary action that the lOA decides 
on, thm will be unscrupulous and 
hard bargaining. bribing to en- 
sur# the two thirdf majority for tak¬ 
ing the action. In oth« words. poM 
ttcai arm-tvdsttng. The <»rrot and 



stick syndrome 

One other amendment which de¬ 
mands attention is that If a national 
federation or an association was 
disaffiliated, the ad hoc committee 
to look into its affairs would com 
prise officials preferably from the 
lOA. until a new unit was formed 
Also arbitration proceedings 
would be held according to the 
terms of reference given by the 
lOA and not according to the Arb 
itration Act of 1940 

It does not need an abundance of grey 
matter to realise what this amend 
ment implies It would be so easy to 


disaffiliate any federation, and then 
appoint an ad hoc committee and 
subsequently promote its own 
memb^s for the lOA to gain com¬ 
plete control of the federation 

The message is thus loud and clear 
What the lOA wants is not a piece 
of the cake but the entire cake It¬ 
self 

But this could well boomerang on the 
lOA Power is Intoxicating Abso¬ 
lute power more so But by these 
amendments the lOA could well 
be taking a pill which is too sweet to 
refuse but also too bitter to swat 
low 
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SW Correspondent 


S HYAM Sunder Ghosh of the 
Statesman’ Calcutta, turned back 
the clock many years to put up an 
inspired display in the annual J K. 
Bose Trophy cricket tournament, 
played by journalists from the West, 
North, South and East Zones annual¬ 
ly It was primarily this ‘young-old’ 
man’s magnificent bowling which 
enabled East Zone to retain the trophy 
at Bombay this year To make it an 
even more eventful four days for him, 
Shyam Sunder Ghosh also reached 
the final of the table tennis competi¬ 
tion for the Bali Trophy where he lost 
to holder Gerald Hassu of North Zone 
The entire tournament was kindly 
hosted by Rashtriya Chemicals and 
Fertilisers 

Ghosh has been a prolific wicket 
taker and rungettcr for East since the 
inception of the trophy And with ad 
vancing years he seems only to have 
become better and more devastating 
His controlled swing bowling, which 
would leave more accomplished bats¬ 
men than those Ghosh normally bowls 
to, nonplussed, was the highlight of 
the tournament 

In the three matches East played. 
Ghosh took five, nine and six wickets 
to finish the tournament with 20 
wickets. No other bowler took half 
that number, which is an indication of 
Ghosh’s mastery Predictably he won 
the man of the match award on all 


three occasions and naturally enough 
the man of the series award t<K>. 

The other highlight of the tourna¬ 
ment was a chancy but strokeful 107 
by V Jaishankar of the Indian Express 
(Bangalore) in South’s match against 
■West. The match was a thriller, with 
South totalling 211 off their 40 overs 
and West finishing 13 runs short 

West had earlier lost another close 
encounter against East. After being 
bowled out for 120 by Ghosh who 
took nine wickets. West fought back 
gamely to reduce East to 106 for eight, 
before running out of steam 

The result of the Bali Trophy 
seemed a foregone conclusion with 
Gerald Hassu of the Patriot (Delhi), 
streets ahead of the other competitors 
in the fray Hassu won the title for the 
third year running In the semifinals he 
accounted for Pradeep Vijayakar 
while Ghosh beat Gautam Bhatta 
charya The final was a tame affair 

Brief Scores: (J K. Bose Trophy)- 

West 155 (Aya^ Memon 31, A 
Karandikar 25, S. Ramaswamy 21, S 
Santhanam 2 for 20, M Vatsalya 2 for 
49) beat 

North 121 (T Ramkrishnan 33. K 
Wadhwaney 21, Karandikar 4 for 18. 
P Vijayakar 3 for 27. Ayaz Memon 3 
for 45) 

South 104 (V. Jaishankar 36. S.S. 


Ghosh 5 for 39. S Dcy 2 (or 8) lost tt 
East i(^ for 5(S S Ghosh 39, Saban 
ayagan- 26, Sharan Kumar 3 for 27 
Jaishankar 2 for 35) 

West 120 (S Ramaswamy 39 no 
S S Ghosh 9 for 50) lost to East. 12; 
for eight (G. Bhattacharya 22, Aya. 
Memon 3 for 19, A. Karandikar 3 fo 
34. S Tripathi 2 for 26) 

South 149 (Leslie Carvalho 37 
Ikram Khan 26, Suresh Kaushik 5fo 
45) lost to North 150 for 7 (Vinoc 
Harsh 45, Krishnaswamy 2.5, Sharai 
Kumar 3 for 38, T Govindrajan 2 fo 
35) 

North 61 (S S Ghosh 6 for 37. S 
Roy 2 for 2) lost to East 64 for 1 (A 
Dasgupta 26 n o , S Dey 27) 

South 211 for 6 (V Jaishankar 106 
L Carvalho 4.5, Ayaz Memon 3 for 52 
beat West 198 for 9 (Ayaz Memon 45 
A Karandikar 33. .S Sonawane 27. C 
Sant 20. V .Jaishankar 5for 84) 

Bali Trophy final; Gerald Hassi 
beat Shyam Sunder Ghosh 21-15 
21-16 

The tournament was conductcc 
and the outstation teams were lodget 
at the Rashtriya Chemicals and Ferti 
lisers Complex at_ Chembur Mr 
Dulcep Singh, chairman and manag 
ing director of RCF was the chief gucsi 
at the final function where the prize 
distribution took place 
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“Tell me Milley, 
how did you get it” 


By Shankar Abhyankar 


I AN Botham slowly trudged back to 
his bowling mark. There was a 
hushed silence in the Melbourne aren- 
a. It was one of the most dramatic mo¬ 
ments in the history of Test Cricket. 
Australia were just four runs away 
from victory and England needed just 
a solitary wicket to snatch an incredi¬ 
ble victory. 

In fact, every moment of the en¬ 
counter between the old foes is always 
dramatic, but what resulted and re¬ 
flected in this particular Test that was 
played from December 26th to 30fh 
1982 was something beyond belief 
The perspicacious Bob Willis was not 
a pernickety captain. There were no 
scalding tears and he fought till the 
end with venom and sting. 

Greg Chappell, on the other hand, 
was fomented by his brilliant success 
in two previous Tests and the Austra¬ 
lian team-work was ready to close in 
upon. And therefore no one was sur¬ 
prised when Chap'pell asked England 
to bat after winning the toss. 

England failed to have footing in the 
opening spell. Eowler and Gower were 
out to Hogg and Cook was held bril¬ 
liantly by Greg Chappell in the slips off 
Thomson and England were 56 for th¬ 
ree shortly after lunch. But the trans¬ 
formation was going to come to the 
England innings and it came in the 
form of an exciting partnership of 127 
between Lamb and Tavarc - yes, Ch¬ 
ris Tavare - in only 115 minutes, be-. 
fore tea. 

Even after the break, both the bats¬ 
men went on and on; putting on 161 
runs In 147 minutes. Greg Chappell 
was. obviously restless and the 64,000 
strong crowd merrily backed up 
swinging Lamb and Tavare. 

TTien came the unexpected break. 
Tavare swung unnecessarily at a wide 
one from TTiommo and was beautiful¬ 
ly caught by Yardley. Lamb suc¬ 
cumbed to Yardley and England’s in¬ 
nings sbft-wlttedly fell apart before the 
combined, assault of Yardley's spin 
and Hogg’s pace. The last seven wick- 
^ fdt foro/runs. 

lingUmd were all d^i for ^84; Lamb 
aad Tevajrc dlsplayiM' no grievances 
aira tbok VHf hm enithustastlcally. 

’ . : l^esaels' began conft- 



Geoff Miller... came running from nowhere and caught the falling ball 
to dismiss Thomson 


dently for Australia and the opening 
partnership was worth fifty five runs in 
quick time. Then -Dyson fell to Co¬ 
wans, Greg Chappell did not resist his 
temptation for a hook stroke and was 
brilliantly caught - first ball - by Lamb. 

An out of Border was clean bowled 
by ^tham and Wessels was Ibw to 
Willis. At 89 for four Australia had ob¬ 
viously failed to conciliated the pur¬ 
poseful situation. 

Then Hookes began his sensational 
counter-attack and scored 53glorious 
runs off only 69 balls. Hughes was 
playing well within his limitations and 
he put on 81 runs with Marsh, who 
was practically dominating the pro¬ 
ceedings In the cenhre. 

Willis bowled Wllh great hostility 
and Miller was exttem^ accurate and 
the said combination made England 


possible to restrict Australia to have 
negligible lead of three runs. 

England’s second Innings was noth¬ 
ing but a repeat performance. Only 
Fowler came good in the frontline at¬ 
tack and . at for seven. Australia 

had virtually pocketed the issue. For¬ 
tunately. the England tail did - not 
crumble. Taylor and Pringle concen¬ 
trated initially on survival and on gain-' 
Ing ground they started attacking. 

This pair put on 61 irrvaluable runs 
which settled the result of this incre- 
dibleTest. England were all out for 
294. 

The Melbourne wicket was gradual¬ 
ly wearing and the ball was keeping 
low. tfnder the circumstances, to score 
292 runs for victory .was indeed an' 
uphill task. 
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David Hookes... scored S3 
glorious runs off only 69 balls 

With two full days in hat)d, Austra¬ 
lia were not in haste at all, and Dyson- 
Wcssels pair was content with confor 
table singles. Even then the runs were 
hard to come Wesscis was particular¬ 
ly uneasy against Cowans and was not 
timing the ball properly. The inevitable 
result came at 37, when Wessels was 
bowled off his pads by Cowans for on • 
litl4. 

The first innings duck was oddly 
haunting Greg Chappell and he tried - 
to force Cowans through the off side 
only to be caught low down by the div¬ 
ing Gould who was fielding as substi¬ 
tute for Fowler. Dyson fell to Botham 
and at 71 for three Australia were In 
doldrums. 

Kim Hughes and David Hookes be¬ 
gan .the rescue operation and theirs 
was the'do or die’effort. 

Hookes had considerable good for¬ 
tune. He was missed off successive 
half-charKes when Miller was bowling 
and he r^elved the benefit of the 
doubt wh^n England thought he was 
leg before the Wickets and caught be¬ 
hind. 

Hookes responded by taking 15 off' 
Willis in one over. Hughes and Hookes 
added 100 runs and Men Hughes was 
sptetaci^ilarV caught by Tajdbr and 
Hoolies was ca'ugnt off a skier when 
htswuhg across the lirte to Cowans. 

a* 


Now Cowans, full of hostility, was 
bowling with fire and fury and fury. 
Marsh was Ibw for 13 and in the same 
over Bruce Yardlcy was bowled. Bord 
er, a surprise failure in the previous 
Test, was determined to score and 
took 40 minutes to get off the mark. 

Once he settled down, Border start¬ 
ed playing magnificently, but Lawson 
and Hogg departed early. Australia 
were 218 for 9 and England’s victory 
was scornfully decided Thomson 
joined Border who had been anony¬ 
mous. and the game was as good as 
over 

Willis set a totally defensive field for 
Border, pushing men right back on the 
boundary and allowing Border a single 
when he wanted it so that he could at¬ 
tack Thomson. The plan failed dread- 
tolly..Border gained the upper hand 
and Ip the last 45 minutes of the day - 
there was brief stoppage due to rain - 
37 runs were added and Australia still 
had a chance of victory. 

The final day was charged with elec¬ 
trifying atmosphere and the batsmen’s 
running between the wicket was like 
sweepstake! Singles were converted 
into threes and Border took- at least, 
two where there should have been no 
single. Australia raced like anything 
and the dream victory was just four 
runs away. Spectators were practically 
delerious with joy and yelling like mad 
The excitement was unbelievable 


Bob Willis was literally on the verge 
of tears. He slniply could not believe 
that last wicket could put on 70 runs, 
no England bowler could dare to bowl 
at this stage and Willis had no choice, 
but to throw the red cherry to the re¬ 
doubtable Ian Botham. 

Botham’s first ball was short and 
swinging away. Thomson followed It 
and it flew off the edge straight into 
the hands of Tavare at second slip. But 
the ball bounced off his hands. Sud¬ 
denly Geoff Miller came running frpm 
nowhere and caught the falling ^11. 

There was stunned silence for a mo¬ 
ment Then Cowans, pulled off a 
couple of stumps as souvenir and 
dashed towards the pavilion Willis 
was chaired back, Thommo was 
speechless. Border threw his bat half 
merrily and half dejectedly and the 
next moment he was lost in the 
swarming crowd. 

Champagne was flowing in abun¬ 
dance in the English dressing room. 
Miller was the hero - and that was his 
first catch of thp series and how timely 
it came - who gave England three run 
victory, the narrowest margin in this 
context in the entire history of world 
cricket 

Willis appeared to be deranged, 
pouring champagne on Miller’s head 
and suddenly the captain of England 
sarcastically asked. ’’Tell me Milly. 
how did you get it." 
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Botham: It is a 
matter of attitude 


By Bob Taylor 


I AN BOTTHAM has been the most 
brilliant natural cricketer of my Eng¬ 
land career - and. at times, the most 
infuriating. 

it was a pleasure to play alongside 
s such a wonderful all-rounder and 1 
hope he can still keep it going. But 1 
worry about his mental attitude. 

When 1 used to chide him about 
looking after his fitness, he would grin 
and call me “OAP" for obvious rea¬ 
sons - yet 1 was genuinely concerned 
for him 

He has needed a break from cricket 
for several years And he is stubborn 
about his bowling and his captaincy 

Ian just won’t accept that he is no 
longer the bowler of hi^;,prime - that 
golden period between New Zealand 
early in 1978 and the Bombay Jubilee 
Test in 1980 

His force of personality has given 
him too many overs in the years when 
he should have been standing at slip 
helping the captain spot things for the 
good of the side. 

1 feel Ian has been an ordinary 
bowler since 1982. The zip is there oc¬ 
casionally but too often that massive 
body isn’t sideways on when he de¬ 
livers the ball. 

Ian also seems to labour under the 
delusion that you get class batsmen 
out by bouncers. That may be so if you 
are as quiclr as Malcolm Marshall but 
Ian’s reduced pace in recent years has 
been meat and drink to th6 best 
players. 

Uis whole make-up is geared to¬ 
wards attack and I think a maiden 
over bores him, as much as anything. 

He still gather^in his share of wick¬ 
ets but they now cost too much and he 
rarely keeps it tight when a quiet per¬ 
iod is needed. 

Nor will he accept that his form suf¬ 
fered during those Tests in 1980 and 
1981 because he was leading England. 
He still maintains that he. wants to be 
captain again before his career ends. 

1 Just don’t kno^ wlw, Ian’s attitude 
in the nets is not j^fes^onal. He 
doesnT re^i the, imblic telations 
chores that icottie with the Job and he 
on hte blunt sjsMk^g. 

''' 
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'' (n oaramentally I feel Ian lacks 
the coolness of thought to be a good 
captain He is one of those who likes to 
lead from the front to go over the top 
with all guns blazing Yet sometimes a' 
captain has to retrench and gain somr 
breathing space 

I wish he would get the captaincy 
thing out of hts system because he still 
has so much to offer 

Despite his facade of unconcern Ian 
IS a very good analyst of cncketers At 
our pre lest dinners he was always 
first class at spotting technical things 
about the oppostion and he could dis 
sect the weaknesses very impressively 

He IS modest about his perfor 
manccs and is quick to praise those 
with far less talent 

A genuine team man he never glor 
ICS in his adupvemcnts and just lets his 


record Sfjcak for itscii 

We always felt he was a great roan 
to have on our side and his guts and 
determination were fantastic 

He must have a very high pain thre 
shold time after time he has bowled 
through injunes or illness on tour and 
never complained He always wants to 
be in the game and will accept respon 
Mbility 

He mav be foolishly cavalier on oc 
casions but that s the way he plays I 
think his batting could be even greater 
if he could accept the decline in his 
bowling 

He has given tantalising glimpses of 
batting greatness particularly in In 
dia in 19S1 S2 and he is a great sight 
when playing properly 

The bat comes down in a straight 


line the head remains still and his off 
side driving is beautifully correct 

fan IS equally good off front am 
back foot and he is one of the fev 
players around who can be guaran 
teed to score quickly Even in Tests hi 
striking rate per hour is tremendous 

Not many players can score at suci 
a rate and still took safe but Ian cai 
when he s really concentrating 

I don t think I ve seen a greate 
catcher of the ball in any jxisition ii 
the field His catching technique is Iiki 
the man himself highly Individualistn 
and should not be copied 

When I coach youngsters the ele 
ments of fielding 1 always say to them 
Never stand like Ian Botham wit! 
hands on knees as the ball hits the bal 
He IS a genius and makes his owr 
rules 


Willis: A captain’s tale of 
worries, will and bravery 


B ob WILl IS has been one of Ian 
Botham s closest friends in cru ket 
but they were poles apart in tempera 
ment and attitude to the game 

Bob was often rather negative about 
our chances - he had a long greivance 
about the quality of England s batting 
- and he tended to fear the worst 
while Ian would expect us to prosper if 
we looked on the bright side 

Bob took the game of cricket very 
seriously He triumphed through force 
of will - only Geoff Boycott spent 
more time psyching himself up for the 
big games and Eiob would often ap 
piear to be from another planet when 
bowling 

He had to change his approach 
when made England captain and I th 
ink he did as well as one could cxperct 
from a 33 year old fast bowler 

If took a lot to swallow his resent 
mertt of the media and present himself 
at those interminable Test mate h 
Press conferences 

A natural worrier, he took things to 
heart and sometimes blew them out of 
perspective 

1 just wish others had tried as hard 
as the captain to make light of our de 
feats after the South African episode 
robbed us of so many fine players m 

1982 

On our last England tour together I 
gos the distinct Impression that we 
were the only two still brooding about 
a dbfeat several hours later Many of 
the others seemed to think a few beers 
would blow away all the memories 


1 felt Bob deserved a better fate than ever be able to question his record as, 
his sad early home coming from Pa fest bowler 

kistan in thespnngof 1984 1 dont think I ever played with < 

braver cricketer one who made les 
But history will judge him more fuss about his injuries England neve 

kindly as a captain and nobodv will had a greater trier in my time 
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**I wanted to give 
up cricket” 

SW Correspondent 


A bdul QADIR is taking over from 
Sarfraz Nawaz The leg spinner 
has had numerous brushes with the 
authonties of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in Pakistan (BCCP), just like 
his Lahore teammate and fast bowler 
Sarfraz used to in the past Whereas 
the previous problems could be set 
tied the current imbroglio threatens to 
bring a premature end to Qadirs car 
eer 

To get to the root of the problem 
and obtain the details from the horse s 
mouth we met Qadir at his Lahore 
home 

Excerpts from the interview 

Q: Could you tell us in detail 
about the Wellington incident^ 

A: It was the last day of the three 
day match against Wellington In fact 
the last half hour of the match in 
which only four or five overs were to 
be bowled Nobody was taking the 
match seriously including Zaheer Ab 
bas, the captain for the match This is 
obvious from the fact that though we 
had regular bowlers like Iqbal Qasim 
Tahir Naqqash Mohsin Kamal and 
myself, he was giving the bowling to 
Rameez Raja 

1 was fielding in the covers Rameez 
bowled and middle order batsman 
Armstrong played it towards me 1 de 
libcrately allowed the ball to go past 
me But the idea was to play up to the 
spectators, many of whom were leav 
ing the stadium I wanted to provide 
some cheer to the dull proceedings 
Zaheer shouted at me from mid on th 
at I was not stopping the ball 

I raised my hands to gesture that 1 
was sorry since I could not say to him 
in words because qf the distance bet 
ween us Zaheer came running to me 
He was very angry He started shout 
ing at me that 1 was not fielding pro 
perly I just asked him whether he was 
playing seriously He pressed my 
shoulder and said go and field or 1 will 
send you out I only told him to talk to 
me properly and with respect 

Then he shouted at ire “Get out” 
Thrice he told me to get out and sent 
meoHthefteld I was dumbstruck Th 


IS is the worst thing that can happen to 
any player 

I could not imagine that Zaheer 
would treat me like this After all 1 was 
a senior member of the team But he 
held up the match till I had left the 
field 

After coming off the field I thought 
I would go and complain to the man 
ager that Zaheer was unfair to me but 
somehow or the other 1 could not 
speak to him till we reached Christ 


church The morning papers were full 
of stories of how Zaheer threw Qadir 
out of the ground I was surprised how 
the papers got the news but then 1 rea 
lised journalists have their methods of 
getting the news 

We had nets that day On return, I 
was called to the manager’s room The 
captain (Miandad) and vice captain 
(Mudassar) were present The manag¬ 
er told me that Zaheer had com- 

Overkaf 
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INTERVIEW, 


ABDUL QADIR 


plained against me to take disciplinary 
action I replied ‘ Sir 1 wanted to tell 
you the same thing Zaheer has been 
unfair to me 

I he manager said whatever I want 
ed to say I had to give in writing 
Whenever someone is asked to give 
something in writing he is also shown 
what are the written complaints 
against him If I was shown what Za 
heer had complained about I would 
have replied accordingly Since I was 
told orally 1 asked for some time to th 
ink what he must have written My 
request was < onceded 

The next day after the nets 1 was 
called again The same three persons 
were present in the managers room 
The manager said I had not yet given 
the written explanation which I should 
have given by now I said if it was all 
that important I would give at once 

He replied now it was not necessary 
since they had decided to take disci 
plinary action against me The com 
mittee has decided to fine you a 
reasonable amount of 1000 American 
dollars In addition you will give a writ 
ten apology 

I pleaded with him to call Zaheer to 
settle this small issue in front of cap 
tain and vice captain He said he didn t 
want to call Zaheer I suggested he 
could call the fielder on my right or left 
to find out He again said no I request 
ed them to call the senior members of 
the team but even that was rejected 

All my entreaties were completely 
ignored I was given no time to think to 
arrive at a decision They asked me 
whether I had accepted the decision I 
said no because it was very harsh 
hasty and unfair Then he said if you 
don t accept it then there is another 
solution And they started to look at 
each other s faces 

I said Sir why arc you talking in 
riddles 1 know what you have decided 
but you can t say it He said What do 
you mean ^ 1 replied that he wanted to 
send me back 

Yawar Saeed said he had had a talk 
with Gen Safdar Butt (President Pa 
kistan Cricket Control Board) and he 
had fold him to send me back 

The sad thing is that when I landed 
at the Lahore airport the Jung re 
porters fold me that Gen Butt had 
said in an interview that he knew noth 
ing about the matter though he did get 
a message from Yawar Saeed 

Q: If you had to say anything in 
the matter you should have done so 
after returning to Pakistan Why did 
you start giving statements there^ 

A: I didn't start a statement cam 
patgn 1 had to speak the truth if 
someone asked me Tell me If I said 
anything against the Board or an 
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Abdul Qadir “I could not Ima¬ 
gine that Zaheer Abbas would 
treat me like this AJtei all I was 
the senior member of the team” 

individual I have just described the 
events 1 have not levelled charges 
against anyone though 1 know things 
wh'ch few have knowledge about 

When 1 switched on the TV I heard 
the commentator say that Pakistani 
player Qad r is being sent back as ar 
cording to manager Yawar Saeed dis 
ciplinary action v>as being taken 
aga list him This created a fuiore My 
hotel room was soon full of TV radio 
and news reporters Now you tell me 
who was responsible foi this state of 
affairs'" 

They could have waited till I had 
gone before maising the news public 
1 hen there would not have been such 
a big hullaballoo Still 1 controlled my 
self though 1 was very angry I just 
narrated the incidents as th^ had oc 
curred 1 hat s all 

Q* Why do you feel that the fine 
w as too harsh a punishment ^ 

A: In the first place, I don t th 
ink that I had done something 
which deserved action at all Greg 
Chappell got a ball bowled under 
arm after which the relations bet 
ween two countries were spoilt Mian 


dad kicked Lillee On the previous tour 
of Australia there was a fight between 
Miandad and Raja No action was ta 
ken that time Comparatively this was 
a much smaller Incident It wasn’t even 
a Test match that we would have lost 
because of that one ball 

Q: Did you really leave the ball 
to entertain the crowd'^ 

A' Certainly There was no other 
reason It is not true that I wanted to 
show resentment That is why after 
considering everything I had said that 
It was all pre planned Still I apolo 
qised 

Q‘ Is the whole thing due to a 
clash of egos and personalities'^ 

A Absolutely As 1 had said th 
ere also 1 never say something 
which my mind doesn t accept I th 
ink the plan was being enacted for 
a long time The real computer was 
running in Karachi 1 hanks to Mr 
Haseeb (Ahsan) 

He IS an old hand at this game 
1 hese are his old moves Haseeb 
drd the same when India came to 
Pakistan That time Nur Khan was 
there He wasn t a bad man That 
time also Haseeb was the deputy 
He got me insulted by saying that I 
was asking for three lakh rupees 
God knows there was no such th 
ing His politicking has completely 
destroyed Pakistan cricket and the 
man has finished us and we have 
still not regained the peoples faith 
in us This man indulges in grou 
pism 

Q In the near future if Pakistan 
needs you will you be available^ 

A These people have mentally 
tortured me so much that I do not feel 
like playing cricket again When 1 
came here I wanted to announce my 
retirement but my friends and well 
wishers stopped me I was so dis 
heartened that I wanted to give up 
cricket 

Q Won’t that be too serious a 
step'? 

A. Yes maybe But not when you 
consider the fact that people are after 
you They want you to quit cricket Th 
ese people are running a propaganda 
campaign against me They want to 
take revenge against me for Sarfraz 
and Imran They do not bother about 
Pakistan 

These people are after two other 
players One i| Mohsin Khan who is 
having a lean time and these people 
are happy that he is faring miserably 
The other is Qasim Omar He did well 
in New Zealand and Australia He 
scored in all matches except the final 
Now they have removed him from the 
team Just to torture him mentally 














The king 
has lost 
his crown 
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In 1978 Henry Rono was the undisputed 
star of world athletics, the holder of 
four long-distance track records and 
winner of a cluster of medals. Today the 
.Kenyan runner is out of shape, out of work 
and out of money. What went wrong? 



By Sam Opondo 

Compass News Features 

S EVEN YEARS ago Henry Rono 
iA.a& being acclaimed as the most 
outstanding athlete m the world 

Rono then 24 shattered four world 
track records in an unprecedented th 
ree month spwll No top class meeting 
in the United States or Europe was 
complete without him The five 
foot nine inch (1 7S m) Kenyan from 
the Nandi people in the Rift Valley 
Province v as showered with honors 

Rono never won on Olympic title 
because Kenya boycotted the 1976 
and 1980 Olympiads for political rea 
sons but he won gold medals at the 
African and Commonwealth Games 
in 1978 

I oday he still holds two world re - 
cords ferr the 3000 meters and the 
3 (XX) meters steeplechase but his 
days as a sjxrrts hero are over 

Henry Rono is badly out of 
shape, jobless, frustrated and short 
of money. 

I ast year was deported to Kenya 
from West Germany after finding him 
self unable to settle large hotel bills 
Rono had left the United States to 
compete on the European circuit but 
he performed pogriy 

rrom Nairobi Rono returned to his 
home at Kiptaragon village in the 
Nandi Hills Then came personal tra 
gedy - his b year old son Nixon died in 
a Nairobi hospital 

A tradition of Olympic medal 
winning was set by Kenyans Naftali 
Femu Kipchogc Kcino and’Amos Bi 
won (and continued at the Los An 
geles Olympics by Julius Konr) 

But the Kenyan team was recalled 
from Mohtreal in 1976 in an Afncan 
boycott over New Zealand s sporting 
links with South Africa And Rono 
missed the 1980 Moscow Olympics 
when Kenya pulled out over the So 
Viet Union s invasion of Afghanistan 

Few athletes are medal contenders 
for three Olympiads and last year 
Rono failed to make the Kenyan team 
for I os Angeles 

After the disappointment of Mon 
treal Rono who had enlisted in the 
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HENRYRONO 


army after completing secondary 
school education went to the United 
States on a track scholarship at Wa 
shington State University Seattle 

Under the guidance of coach John 
Chaplin the lanky Kenyan performed 
well on the American inter collegiate 
circuit 

In 1978 Rono. who had been the 
last qualifier for Kenya’s Montreal 
team made sporting history by setting 
four world records ' 

His streak began on Apnl 8 1978 at 
Berkeley California when he ran 
5,000 meters m 13 minutes 084 sc 
conds, taking 4 5 seconds off the world 
record of New Zealand's Dick Quax 

On May 13 200 people at a rain 
soaked meeting In Seattle Washing 
ton saw Rono run the 3000 meters 
steeplechase in 8 05 4 cutting 2 6 se 
conds from the record Anders Carder 
udof Sweden set In Montreal 

Next to fall was the 10 000 meters 
record held by fellow Kenyan Samson 
Kimombwa, when Rono clocked 
27 22 5 in Vienna on June 11 improv 
fng Kimombwa^ time by 8 seconds 

16 days later inOsb Norway Ron 
o ran the 3 000 meters in 7 321, site 
ing 31 seconds from the record set 
four years earlier by Bntain's Brendan 
Foster 

Rono’s achievements were honored 
by the Supreme Council for Sport in 
Afnca in a special ceremony at the 
start of the African Games in Algiers in 
July of that year 

Rono won gold medals at the games 
in the lj3(^ meters and the 3,000 
meters steeplechase 

He completed a year of triumph 
when he was named Man of the 
Games at the Xlth Commonwealth 
Games In Edmonton. Canada In Au¬ 
gust, after winning gold medals in the 
5,000 meters and the 3,000 meters 
steeplechase 

Among his many awards was the 
Order of the Burning Spear, presented 



Rono has not yet 
given up hope of 
returning to top- 
class running. *Tm 
going to lose 10 
kilos and take six 
months to get into 
running shape/' 
said Rono. _ 

by the late Kenyan President Jomo 
Kenyatta a few days before his death 

But 1979 proved a poor year for 
Rono, who performed disappointingly 
in events in Europe and the United 
States 

The off form Rono missed the first 
African athletics championships' in 
Dakar Senegal In August 1979 and 
was not selected for the Afncan team 
for the World Athletics Cup in Mon 
treal the same month 

Rono had aimed for three gold me 
dais in the Moscow Olympics After 
the disappointment of the boycott 
Rono stayed away from major meet 
ings for the rest of the 1980 season 

The year 1981 started badly when 


Rono was left out of the African team 
for the World Athletics Cup in Rome 
He went to Europe on his own and 
after improved results including 
13125 in the 5 000 meters then the 
second best time ever recorded < 
earned a place in the team 

He was selected to run the 5.000 
meters but insisted on competing in 
the 10 000 meters Instead - or not at 
all Team officials would not budge 
and Rono packed his bags and flew to 
bcandinavia 

On September 13 in Bergen Nor 
way he lowered his own world record 
for the 5 000 meters to 13 06 2 

Rono was billed as one of the star 
attractions of the 1982 Common 
wealth Games in Brishbanc Australia 
but he withdrew at the last moment 
and failed to defend his 5000 meters 
and steeplechase titles 

The years 1983 and 1984 produced 
few exploits to speak of 

Now Rono needs assistance The 
Kenya Amateur Athletic Association 
IS considering his case to see if it eSn 
help 

1 am completely jobless ’ Rono 
said 1 have been looking in vain for 
something to do and 1 have talked to 
the athletics authonties but nothing 
has come up after six months of try 
ing 

Rono has not yet giVcn up hope of 
returning to top class runpjng “I am 
going to lose 10 kilos and take six 
months to get into running shape ’ he 
told the Dally Nation rtewspaper in 
Nairobi In September 1985 I will be 
running big time if God is willing 

Rono hopes to make a comeback in 
the 10 000 meters, and possibly in the 

rathon. he is doing cross country 
road running His 31 years do not 
worry him he says 

1 am making a promise to myself to». 
return and make good on the track It 
IS my own decision In running I know 
what to do 


SPORTING SAM ...... by Reg Wootton 
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By David D’Souza 


lOA-Public Enemy No. 1 


I F ^er there were a superstar who 
shot to fame overnight, It is the hon¬ 
orary secretary of the Indian Hockey 
Federation and the Bombay Hockey 
Association, Kishen Lai Passi 

This tall, genial man of Punjabi 
stock, who in his earlier days of ste 
wardship to the once premier sport of 
the country was supposed to toe the 
line drawn by his superiors, has sud¬ 
denly fluffed out his chest, ruffled 
his feathers and cocked a snook at 
some of the armchair top brass of In 
dian sport at the Centre 

And, justifiably, the press have been 
going great guns in lacking Passi to 
the hilt 

It all began two weeks ago when the 
date, the venue, and the people con 
testing for the presidentship of the 
Indian Hockey Federation were an 
nounced 

The Indian Olympic Association 
who earlier were asked to see that the 
Indian Hockey Federation runs a 
smooth course, after the resignation of 
the former president, Inder Mohan 
Mahajan, have decided that merely 
checking on the IHF is not enough. 
They want a bigger share of the cake 

Hence Vidya Charan Shukla, the 
president of the lOA, is flexing his poll 
tical muscles, and is making a vain 
attempt at ‘fixing’ the IHF elections, 
which are to be held in the second 
week of May, in Bombay 

And all these moves indicate a point 
of fact, that a police officer from Pun 
jab, K S Dhillon is being pushed into 
this fray with the blessings of those 
within the corridors of power 

‘The Indian Olympic Association 
have not had enough after taking over 
the weightlifting association, and their 
shoddy performance therein has been 
reported in this publication ten times 
over* 

Now it is the turn of the IHF, an au¬ 
tonomous body, to fall Into the line of 
attack of the 10 A 

Raja Bhalendra Singh, who is the 
interim president of the IHF has, as a 
senior Journalist put It, ‘been used as a 
cat’s paw to V C Shakla.’ 

The IHF secretary, Passi, has constt- 
tuttonally convened the ntenda for the 
annual general meeting, and in doing 
so has conformed to me unanimous 
wfilias of the Palghat Executive Coun- 
has dnrulafodthe agenda to 


But now, obviously with Shukla 
holding the jsen. Raja Bhalendra 
•Singh has dispatched a telegram, 
which reads, ‘The IHF election meet 
ing announced by you on May 10 is 
not acceptable to the 10 A’ 

This IS a ridiculous statement Since 
when have the lOA decided to meddle 
with the IHF constitution’ The IHF js 
an autonomous body who do not have 
to kow tow with any body, and of late, 
have been dealing with the sjsorts min 
istry directly 

The telegram, further adds, “The 
lOA has specifically told you not to 
hold the meeting in Bombay Request 
cancel immediately May 10 meeting 
You may please visit Delhi at once for 
discussions with me and the president 
(lOA) for convening an emergency 
meeting of the IHF executive commit 
tee at Delhi to decide on a fresh date 
and venue for the election meeting 
Urgent that you comply with all re¬ 
quirements " 

The preface of the telegram also 
wags a doomsday finger at Pass! It 
says, ‘Since the government has 
stopped financial and other assistance 
to the IHF, and arc only working with 
the IHF through the lOA ” Passi bet 
ter be aware 

It IS a threat administered to Passi, 
and the IHF secretary has veritably 
discarded it with unusual aplomb 

The lOA president, Shukla, is trying 
to wreck these democratic conven 
tions and is using his dictatonal 
powers to reduce the IHF elections to 
shambles, and in putting his own men 
up for the prestigious post, he will 
make a mockery of not only the con 
ventional democratic rights of all 


autonomous sports bodies, but will al 
so create ill will among genuine lovers 
and administrators of this and any 
other sport 

instead of making amends for jsast 
omissions, both lawfully and uncons¬ 
ciously, they will drive a deejser wedge 
between the players and the adminh 
trators, making the selection of a good 
team a farce 

If they can ng elections, they will 
have no qualms at seeing sons and re 
latives in the team, so what if they do 
not know the basics of the game’ 

Thus in the fray are Aslam Sher 
Khan, former Olympian and an M.P, 
former IHF* presidents, Inder Mohan 
Mahajan and MAM Ramaswamy, and 
R S Dhlllion 

Mahajan and Ramaswamy, along 
with Prof Gursevak Singh had op 
ix>sed a suggestion initiated by Ash- 
wini Kumar that the lOA susjjend the 
IHF and take over control of the 
sport, Ashwlni Kumar’s 16 year-long 
rule in the IHF was terminated by a 
Ramaswamy coup 

Passi is standing firm at the commit¬ 
ment of holding the elections In 
Bombay at the same date. May 10 He 
said, “The venue of the AGM will not 
be changed The lOA has no buiiiness 
to Interfere with the normal working of 
the IHF 

However, Ramaswamy is certain to 
return to the helm of the IHF and no 
amount of manoeuvring is going to 
change this fact He is backed by mere 
than ^ of the 32 affiliated units 

As they say in the j^arlance associat 
ed with the turf Put your shirt on 
MAM The guy will romp home unriv 
ailed 












'Mm the fish Mtiiw tMiajr*” 
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PIA soar after 
a shaky start 



PIA’a striker Mumtaz Haider (right) bangs into the goal past AISB stopper Sukhdev Singh (left),in PIA’s 

6-0 victory in the main league t. 


Hockey is not dead. The fact is 
brought out loud and clear at the 
Bombay Hockey Association stadium. 
And the Bombay Gold Cup Hockey 
Tournament is being patronised as it 
was a decade ago. 

And the coffers are filling up happi¬ 
ly for honorary of the BHA, K.L. Passi, 
who was a disappointed man, when he 
realised that no sponsors were willing 
to put their money for the tournament, 
which in recent times, had hit rock- 
bottom 

The bringing In of Pakistan Interna¬ 
tional Airlines to participate in this 
tournament has paid off, although the 
Russian select team that was sup¬ 
posed to arrive would not make it. 

' : ' At the time of writing, the tourna- 
V^tnent has slipped into the semi-final 
f.' Stage, where Pakistan International 
Airlines will meet Tata Sports Club 


and Indian Airlines will meet holders 
Army Service Corps, Jalandhar 

The tournament saw many well- 
established teams get the boot. The 
biggest of them all was Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers, from Jaland¬ 
har 

The former champions had the 
same old faces, but they played in a 
pedestrian manners. So bad was their 
first outing against local H&R John¬ 
son that the crowd hooted them all the 
way. Although Nanjappa shot home 
the winner in the first half, their play In 
the second session could not be 
deemed as good, and the reason the 
local outfit could not score was their 
being overawed by the opposition. 

Their next match against another 
local team. Central Railway was who- 
, lesomc agony and it seem^ that they 
had reserved their efforts for the tie¬ 


breaker, which was duly won by EME. 
although Central’s ‘keeper Iqbal Mirza 
brought off some excellent saves. 

In their last encounter before bow¬ 
ing out of the tournament against All- 
India State Bank, they played down¬ 
right stupid and the tie breaker went 
into the favour of the Bankmen. 

They could covert only the ten 
strokes in the decider. EME lodged a 
protest later saying In the dying min¬ 
utes of the match, the umpire'should 
have awarded a stroke for Erne as th¬ 
eir striker nanjaigpa's stick was hooked 
by a bank defender. The protest, was 
duly thrown out. 

Sports Hostel, Lucknow were a 
good side, they have youth on their 
side and their movements with the ball 
was accentuated by the fact they had 
sped and superb penetration. 

.After gettin$i past iSIghals ! 









har) by a solitary goal, they van¬ 
quished Bombay Customs 4 3, and 
Jagatjit Cotton and Textile Mills 2-0 
However, their play against local chal 
lengers Tata Sports Club fizzled out. 

Not only a penalty stroke went 
away for them, but Tata ‘keeper 
Olympio proved to be a big thorn in 
the Sports Hostel flesh. After Jagbir 
had put the Hostel team ahead, in the 
first session, Nasir Khan, the Bombay 
House skipper equalised with a superb 
stinger. 

The match thus went to the tie¬ 
breaker and Olympio, under the Tata 
bar was the hero. This was the day th¬ 
at the Lucknow boys will like to forget 
Just nothing went right for them. No 
penetration and no flourish, and 
against the experienced campaigners 
like Tatas, there was no way out. 

North Eastern Railway, with more 
than eight former sports Hostel 
players, had a shaky outing from their 
first encounter itself. They narrowly 
beat Indian NSvy 10-9 via the tie¬ 
breaker. Mohd. Naeem was a much 
harassed man, in this match, and he 
had to take a lot pressure alone on the 
frontline. Against Bihar Regiment too, 
they faltered on several occasions, but 
they managed to oust the nothern 
team 10-9 via the tie-breaker again. 

Hbwever, their luck di4 not hold out 
against the charpplon club of the 
country, Ift^n Airlines, who thrashed 
- . ihe. ttfe 0i*t ^ them in their l^tst en- 
i'sent bacH railway twm 


by trouncing them 7-1, and Mohd. 
Naeem was the only player who 
scored the redeeming goal. 

MECOM, the Ranchi team, who 
were seeded straight into the fourth 
round had a look-in into the tourna¬ 
ment and went out AISB being their 
nemesis Army Service Corps ac¬ 
counted for Air-lndia going down 0-3 
in the third round. 


Thus the main le^ue had Indian 
Airlines, Tata Sports Club and Mahln- 
dras and Mahindras,. in Group ’A’, 
while Pakistan International Airlines, 
Army Service Corps and All-India 
State Bank in Group ‘B'. 

PIA. with nearly nine Olympians tn 
their side brought the biggest crowd to 
the ground the day they met ASC, and 
the memories of their Aga Khan vic- 



Cunharan Singh attempts to sweep before Mahindras 
MarceUus Gomes (left) am cause damage. Francis D’Mello frlghr; 
watches 
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tory in 1983 at the Bombay Gym 
khana grounds They were all there 
Mumtaz Haider, the tall, lean striker 
who palys on the lines of Hassan Haid 
er Ayaz Mehmood, Khalid Hamid 
And the massive crowd expected the 
neighbours to run through the army 
men But ASC are made of sterner 
stuff And they showed it to PIA when 
they held the airline team to a 0 0 
draw 

And surpnsingly, the crowd was not 
at all partisan and they enjoyed the 
matches to the full The only disturb 
ing piece in the otherwise go^ match 
was when M Bage, the right back of 
ASC and Ishtiaq Ahmed were ordered 
off the ground in the later stages of the 
match 

India and ASC custodian Romeo 
James came in the way of many a gal 
lant try by the PIA Haider and Salim 
Sherwani on the right wing were the 
most frustrated men, while for ASC, 
national k^per Shahid All Khan of 
PIA made*all the difference between 
victory and defeat 

It was a sorry state of affairs as far 
as umpinng was concerned and Satin 
derpal Singh Walia made matters 
worse He failed to award ASC a 
stroke in the last couple of minutes of 
the match when Shahid committed a 


serious offence 

Indian Airlines, on the hand took 
care of Tata Sports Club 3 1 Vinect 
put them up via the penalty corner, 
and Zafar consolidated the lead soon 
thereafter Tatas reduced the margin 
via a ‘gift’ penalty stroke and Gabriel 
Lweis converted the the award Tatass 
did every thing to get the equaliser, in 
eluding playing hard against Merwyn, 
Grewal and Hardeep 

Indian Airlines, the club that has 
been sweeping all titles before them 
has the best centrehalf and the for 
ward line in the country with as many 
as seven internationals in their side 
After their 3 1 victory, over Tatas 

LA., the club that 
has been 
sweeping all 
titles before them 
has the best 
half line in the 



Sports Club Indian Airlines took on 
Mahindra and Mahindra, and this lo 
cal outfit too, did not last long They 
were trounced 0 4 

Indian Airline got an entry into the 
seTnls, but the fight was on for the se 
cond spot tatas and Mahindra? fought 
for It, but It was the most insipid evqr 
seen Tatas needed only a draw to 
move into that esmi stage as they had 
a better goal difference, while Mahin 
dras wanted a win kaushik and Nasit 
Khan scored for Tatas Their ploy of 
haphazard positioning to check the 
Mahindras attack paid off, but Mahin 
iras pushed into Tatas terntory and 
scored through Somaiya and Francis 
D’Mello 

No amount of forays into the Tatas 
exerted to keep theit citadel intact, and 
Mahindra and Mahindra's champions 
of 1982 went down and out of the 
tournament PIA, after their drawn 
match agaiQst ASC found their 
grove the next day and swamped AH- 
fndia State Bank &0 

All factws Indicate a clean victory 
for the foreign team and nothing short 
of a miracle will stop the PIA frirns lift* 
ing the huge trophy and ^pg awby 
on their silver wings to^ w^ir home' 
acmes ^ border. ^ 








TOP: Tata’s Clarence Lobo shoots goalwards past lA's SuJIt Kumar. BELOW: Reginald of Mahindras 
watches lA ’keeper Neelkamal kick the ball to safety 
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H ASIAN BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 
— 

China all the way 

By Deep Smash 


I T WAS China, the badminton giants 
all the way In the sixth Asian 
Badminton Championships held at 
the 15000 capacity Stadium Negara 
of Kuala Lumpur last week 

Zhao Jianhua the Chinese ccle 
brity who turned 20 on the final day 
got a memorable birthday present 
from compatriot Yang Yang 

Zhao won 15 10 5 15 15 6 his 
fourth major singles title after the 
Scottish Open Japan Open and the 
prestigeous All England in the past six 
months 

Heet footed Zheng Yuli who had 
outwitted the Korean girl Sang Hee 
Yoo In the semi final, defeated the 
dour Qian Ping 117 12 9 

All England champions Joo Bong 
Park Moon Soo Kim have been show 
ing the consistency somewhat similar 
to the yesteryear duo of Tjun Tjun 
Wahjudi Indonesia when they beat 
the Sldek brothers to win the gold 
medal 

The cuphona of the mens singles 
final was evaporated when a contro 
versial line call decision by a hesitant 
line judge helped Yang Yang to meet 
compatriot Zhao in the finals 
Nevertheless Icuk sugiarto of Indone 
sia who was in command right 
through led 14 12 In the second and 
again 13 7 in the decider He relaxed 
and has himself to blame for his down 
fall 

The Indonesian and South Korean 
officials expressed their displeasure in 
euphemism about the sub standard 
umpiring and line call judgements 

Though India got a 0 3 thrashing 
from South Korea in the team events 
after getting a walkover against Nepal 
It turned out to be a fairly good tourna 
meat from the Indian angle 

Vimal Kumar National runner up 
who never got his bcanngs in the team 
event tie against Joo Bong Park a 
lean Korean gave a commendable 
performance in the ojsen events by 
extending Zhao Jianhua, the newly 
crowned All England champion to 
• three games Vimal lost 15 11 6 15, 
6 15 

Vimal s deceptive tosses and base 
line clears totally perplexed Zhao in 
the first game Zhao, a conjurer, 
changed tactics and smashed dlrcc 
tionally forcing Vimal to commit 
errors in the next two games 




A stint of hard training in London 
has certainly done good for this dedi 
cated lad The Chinese coach Hou 
Jianchang eulogistically commented 
‘ Vimal has the making of a top class 
player 

Another creditable jserformance 
came from National doubles cham 
pions L D Sa Sanat Misra reaching 
quarter finals where they lost to 
Malaysians the trial combination for 
the 1986 Thomas Cup of So Goon 
Chup Ho Khim Soon 7 15 15 9 
4 15 D Sa Sanat earlier beat the 
Chinese pair of Li Mao Xi Biao in 
straight games 15 9 15 6 

Sanat Misra was flattened by Luan 


Jin in the men’s singles pre quarter 
finals 6 15 1 15 Icuk Sugiarto, a 
robust Indon had the slower Luan Jin 
who IS on a comeback trail after 10 
months lay off duelo a back injury 
and left ankle sprain scurrying around 
the court like a novice in the quarter 
finals 

In the women s singles, Indian 
entrants Madhumita Bisht Ami Ghlai 
Deepti Thanekar and Hufnsh Nari 
man failed to cross the first round 

Madhumita the National cham 
pion who had beaten Elizabeth Latief 
of Indonesia in the Swedish Open 
Tournament last month lost 8 11 
6 11 
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Jalani and Razif Sidek... fetched the only consolation victory in the 
doubles. 

Ami lost to a little known Malaysian Indons certainly would retorn home 
211,4-11 with a lot of confidence with the emer 


Negara had always been a jirtx to the 
AU-England champions. Like U«m 
Swie King. Morten Frost, Prakash 
Padukone etc. in the past 

’ Badminton is the ‘ most popular 
sport in Malaysia. This game gets 
media coverage, somewhat like what 
cricket gets in India Misbun Sidek's 
earnings are second as a licensed 
player from Asia after Prakash Padu¬ 
kone It IS learnt he makes Malaysia 
dollars 22.000 per month (about one 
lakh rupees) including sponsorships, 
too 

Rashid Sidek. the second youngest 
son in the Sidek family (Abdul 
Rahman Sidek is the youngest and a 
very promising youngster too) is a 
world class player. His tenacity, pati¬ 
ence and all-round game supplement¬ 
ed by amazing fitness that too at 17 
years, is praiseworthy 

This tall lad who won the finals of 
boys singles and doubles in his debut in 
KL now yearns for a chance to play in 
the Thomas Cup soon He is even con¬ 
sidered to be a possible successor to 
the all-time great Rudy Hartono and 
Liem Swie King 


Deepti who has the potential to 
become a top player, succumbed with 
out any semblance of' a fight to a 
Chinese l-n. Ml. 

Uday Pawar lost in the second 
round to an unknown Thai player 
Somkiat Sonthinen 1115.14-17. 

Partho Gangull was defeated by 
Ong Beng Teong, the hero of Malay¬ 
sian 3-2 victory over South Korea in 
the semi-final oT.the team event, but v 
not before giving a fright to the gutsy 
Malaysian in the first game. Partho 
lost 15-6,8-15,5-15. 

The other Indian men's doubles 
pairs lost in the pre-quarter-finals to 
Malaysian, Chinese and South Korean 
No. 1 pairs. 


gence of a new world class player 
Hendry, a five foot, three inch diminu¬ 
tive fighter 

Hendry's diving returns are winners. 
That exactly baffled Zhao while play¬ 
ing him in the team events Zhao tost 
1.5-12, 10-15. 6-15 Eddy Yus Of. 
Indonesian coach said that the study 
of Frost-Zhao, All-England final from 
6-13 to 13 13 in the decider, helped 
Hendry for his morale-boosting win in 
this tournament 

But to many in Kuala Lumpur. 
Zhao's defeat as an All-England 
champion was no surprise. Stadium 


Knowing the Chinese strength and 
proper approach, the Indonesian asso¬ 
ciation has woken up and has formed 
a committee of .seven experts to put 
the Indons on the right path. The task 
of this committee is'to collect data and 
keep track of badminton develop¬ 
ments and from there plan and formu¬ 
late new policies and training concepts 
to improve the game 

. How could we follow the right path? 
When could we carry out plans for the 
future? Who would re animate Indian 
badminton? 

Each is a million dollar question. 
Isn’t it? 


China reigned supreme in the team 
championship beating Malaysia 4-1 in 
the final 



Sidek brother, Jalani-Razif fetched 
the only consolation victory in doubles 
when they got the better of Chinese, 
i^heng Qiang and Zhou Jiancan, the 
Swedish Open champions. 


Indonesia had fielded their second 
string team with the exception of Icuk 
Sugiarto beat South Korea for the 
thi^ place. 


The reason for Indonesia not send¬ 
ing their best players could be that 
' their top players and top Pfficials of 
th^r national body were-purported to 
■ at loc^hcads wlti| "ea^ other. 
'; Nar erf 

- -- 



‘-Would you like to inform Colonel Rlimpton that we are icoinK 
to hunt fo*e.s — not lieers!" 
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INTERVIEW 


QASIM ZIA 

Confidence personified 


9 AS1M ZIA Is no stranger to India 
As skipper of the Pakistan Inter 
ional Airlines team which is cur 
rently playing the Bombay Gold Cup. 
this is his sixth visit to India. ‘‘I feel per¬ 
fectly at home The language, the fea¬ 
tures of our people arc so identical’', he 
says. 

The 23’-ycar-old Pakistan right back 
is tall and robust with a strikingly fair 
complexion On the field he exudes 
confidence with his adept tackling, 
powerful hitting and deft passes. Off 
the field he is an unassuming, mild- 
mannered gentleman and devout too 
The first time, I knocked at his door, he 
was pre occupied with his evening 
prayers, after a tiring game In the 
evening. 

Qasim Zia’s rise in stature on the 
Pakistan hockey ^cenc has been phe 
nomenal. From a promising young 19- 


y*car oId left back, who played second 
fiddle to the redoubtable Manzoor Sr, 
he has now graduated to become the 
mainstay of the Pakistan team He 
played a significant role in Pakistan's 
success in the Los Angeles Olympics 

Excerpts from an interview with 
him. 

Q: When did you start playing the. 
game'-^ 

A: 1 studied at the Atchison Col¬ 
lege, Lahore, which is one of the best' 
in' Pakistan There participation in 
sports was compulsory. Til! my college 
days, I used to play all games without 
concentrating on any sport in parti 
cular. After college. 1 went for the Pa¬ 
kistan Internationa! Airlines under-19 
colts selection 1 was selected In 19801 
played for the Pakistan junior side and 
by the year end. 1 was playing for the 
national senior side 


Q: Pakistan was not fancied to 
win the hockey gold at the Los 
Angeles Olympics How did you’ll 
bring about that miracle'^ 

A: Actually it was not a miracle. 
At Los Angeles we h'Sd to play on 
superturf to which we were not adjust¬ 
ed We had always trained on astro¬ 
turf We didn’t fare well in the initial 
rounds because our boys found it diffi¬ 
cult to adjust themselves to the new 
surface... and also because of a slightly 
casual attitude. But once we reached 
the semis the entire team really 
worked hard and in the last few 
matches they put their heart and soul 
into the task We really went all out 
and It paid 

Q: You have played in different 
parts of the world. How do you find 
playing in India in front of Indian 
crowds^ 





“There is more 
tension while 
playing in India 
though I must 
say Indian 
crowds are very 
sporting and 
appreciative” 

A: The crowd turnout in India and 
Pakistan is larger than anywhere else. 
There is more tension playing in India 
though 1 must say Indian crowds are 
very sporting and appreciative. Even 
at the Asian Games at New Delhi, ini¬ 
tially the crowd supported the home 
team. But once we had struck with 
three goats, they knew we were the 
better sjde on that day and cheered us. 

Q: Whom would you- rate as the 
best side at present? 

A: At presiht. I think Australia 
and India are two very good teams.. of 
course Pakistan also, 

Q: What do you.-feel about thei 
idea of holding tehefit matches for our 
former initernationails.tiiitth t^mlS ^om' 
both counfile^,^»^dlpa6t^? " - 

Q: > think-'it"’’!*'ft' 





^ tan because then both teams want to 
win or avoid defeat at any cost The 
match will then lose Its entertainment 
value which a benefit match must 
have We can have two mixed teams 
comprising six from Pakistan and five 
from India In one side and vice versa 
In that case not only will the game be 
Interesting and entertaining but the 
beneftciary will also gam 

Q: What about annual Indo Pak 
hockey Tests ^ 

A: If we can have annual ex 
changes of hockey teams in Test series 
It will help much in promoting the 
sport and the relations between out 
two countries 

Q: Is it true tha* Pakistan hockey 
players are so over trained that they 
burn our fast and become stale’ 

A: it IS not true at all In fact we 
, haven’t done any training in the past 
^ three months We’ve been resting 

Q; Why is it that we of the sub 
continent have been poor in conver 
ting penalty corners’ 

A: India has produced good pe 
nalty corner specialists In one of the 
recent tournaments Rajender Singh 
emerged as the top scorer Vmeet 
Kumar Is also good But now with this 
new concept of the goalkeeper rush 
ing out to narrow the angle, 'penalty 
corner conversion has b^ome very 
difficult The technique was Innovated 
by the Europeans but ultimately we 
are going to benefit from it We had re 
cently gone on a foreign tour We 
play^ 30 matches and did not con 
cede a single penaltycorncr goal 

Q: How do you find playing on 
artificial and natural turfs’ 

A: There is lot of difference bet 
ween the two On astroturf it’s easier 
to stop the ball And the ball moves at 
great speed which makes the game 
faster On grass it’s difficult to stop the 
ball and the game is relatively slower I 
think as far as international matches 
are concerned, grass surface Is fin 
ished 

Q: What is your ambition’ 

A: When I started playing, my 
ambition was to win the Olympic me 
dal which was fulfilled at Los Angeles 
Now I don’t haVe any ambition in r>ar 
ticular 

Q; Captaining Pakistan’ 

A: Yeah you can say that 
Though there are people senior to me 

Q: If winning an Olympic gold Is 
so satisfying, wouldn’t leading Pakis 
tan to victory in an Olympics render 
greater satisfaction’ 

A: True If I get it, well and good 
The next Olympics are in 1988 1 don’t 
really know whether I'll last that long 
because playing on astroturf is very 


taxing It demands tremendous fitness 

Q: What other sports do you play’ 

A: 1 seldom get time to play any 
other game In my spare time I prefer 
to just relax When 1 am in Lahore I do 
go on some occasions for a game of 
squash^or a swim 

Q: Hobbies’ 

A: Music I like light classical mu 
SIC in the form of ghazals Indian and 
Pakistan songs I don’t like western 
music 

Q; How do you rate your chances 
in the Gold Cup’ 


A: 1 am really not in a position to 
assert We have come with a raw and 
inexperienced side We have never 
played together In fact the first time 
most of us met was at the airport while 
coming here Most of the players are 
from the Pakistan junior side and they 
have been playing on astroturf Se 
condly we are In our off season and 
badly short of practise So there will be 
some problems in adjusting to the new 
combinations and the playing surface 
We will do our best and Inshallah we 
should succeed 

KUMAR KRISHNAN 







Spot-The-Ball Contest...3 

Win Sports books from Rupa’s World of sports and 
<;iih«rrintion to uour favourite maoa 2 ine 



Feats of 
Indian 
Cricket 



ow to enter. 


The hockey ball has been blanked out 
from the photograph All you have to 
do is to mark a cross (x) where you feel 
the ball is and send your entry to 
SPORTSWEEK Rupa Spot The Ball 
Contest. .3 156 DJ Dadajce Road. 
Tardeo, Bombay-4()0 034 along with 
the coupon printed below 

You can send as many entries as you 
like but each entry MUST be accom¬ 
panied by the original coupon printed 
alongside Xerox copies of the coupon 
will not be entertained 

Employees of Inquilab Publications. 
Mid-Day Publications. Ncwsday Com¬ 
munications and Rupa & Co Delhi. 
Allahabad. Bombay and Calcutta are 
not allowed to enter the contest 

In all matters, the decision of the editor 
is final and no'correspondence will be 
entertained. 


Last date 


The last date of receiving entries is 
May 7,1985 and the results will be 
declared in the Sportsweek issue 
dated May 22-28,1985. 

The winners will be supplied with a 
list of Rupa's sports books from 
which they''ban make their choice. 


subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 

1. First prize .... Sports books worth Rs. 100/- 

and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

2. Second prize. . Sports books worth Rs. 50/- 

and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

3. Third prize ... Sports books worth Rs. 25/- 

and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

4. PLUS Five consolation prizes 

SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 


2. Second prize.. 


3. Third prize . 




T Shirt-size. (in cms) 

Hurry up, don’t wait till the last date- 






























BRIDGE 


BFI’s latest brain-wave 

By Jimmy Mehta 


E very once m a while the BridgL 
Federation of India has a brain 
wave It s latest is the Khichdi method 
of team selection For the men s team 
the Khichdi was of a pairs trails a 
team trials and arbitrary selection for 
the womens It was a pairs tiials and 
arbitrary selection with emphasis on 
the latter 

The bnlliant new idea as glibly pre 
sented was that after an arduous trial 
the selectors were empowered to dis 
lodge a week winning pair and replace 
it with a stronger one Sounds 
fine doesn t it^ But who are our Se 
lectors^ They are all gentlemen for 
sure and once have said that of them 
vou have said the best that you c an 

Oin of them will fiankly concede 
tint his assessment of a rummy hand 
IS way ahead of his assessment of a 
bridge hand Another is supposed to 
be an expert on bidding but admittedly 
has no clue to dummy play or dcfenci 
The third is a player with National 
laurels to his credit but like b<s brethe 
ren remained locked in an ivory tower 
whilst the trials were progressing 

None of the seler tors saw the 
players at play None cared to enquire 
about the nuances of the conventions 
used or the reasons for the bids and 
plays the players made 

Not long ago the Bridge Digest held 
an opinion poll to find out who was 
, best qualified to act as non playing 
captain or coach of the Indian Men s 
team and the Women s or for other 
connected positions There was a wide 
response to the poll but not the breath 
of a whisper about any of the three se 
lectors Their names did not figure at 
all 

The sentiments of the Bridge world 
are eloquently conveyed in a telegram 
sent by the Maharashtra Bridge Aso 
ciation to the B FI 

Maharashtra Bridge Association 
takes strong exception to the manner 
of implementation of the-new selec 
tion methods for the international 
teams 

The selectors were conspicuous by 
their absence during the women s 
trials and are hardly qualified to assess 
performances merely on the basis of 
hand records and heresay The brea 
kup-of SIX pairs into eight individuals 
arbitrarily excluding four players of 
whom three are from Maharashtra 
exceeds the mandate of the selectors 
as per earlier BFI circulars, is legally 
^qtenable and morally reprehensible - 



lection by performance is at best a 
dubious method When the commit 
tec s decisions are seen to be unjust 
the method itself is open to question 
May we have justice please Letter 
follows 



Avinavh Gokhalt 


Avinisli Gokhale Fresident 
f Maharashtra Bridge Asso 
ciatijii 

1 here tias been no rr ply 
On* IS repeatedly asurtd tiiat the 
bckitoib assiduously tudied all the 
hand records But are they qualified to 
ludge^ Can Ihey assess in vaccum-’ 
Are they omniscient •’ 

Small vorider that cries of Mama 
Ka Kaka Ka rent the air This year 
the mens team has escaped the 
scourge of this ry but it has caught the 
women steal! in a vice 

The sell i tors w <>rc authorised to se 
lect thiec jrairs out of the first six but 
they have sekited six players out of 
the first twelve Tluy have dislodged 
Bimal Sicka Sha li Mahajan which is 
one of the best women s pairs in the 
country and has held its own in open 
events Not long ago this pair was the 
architect of ricka s team s success in a 
St mi final encounter against the 
famed Poysha team Needless to say it 
carried its team to victory and this pair 
played without rest 

The women s team as selected con 
sists of 

1 Mrs Kalpana Mishra 

2 Mrs Kundu 

} Mrs 1 eena Mayadas 
4 Mrs Shiloo Thadani 

h Mrs Rita Choksi 
6 Mrs Nina Bannerjee 
The first two pairs finished first and 
second in the Trials There was a move 
afoot to throw out Shilu Thadani but 
Leena Mayadas whom some rate as 
the finest woman player In the 
country blasted out Here are excerpts 
from a letter she wrote to the Prcsi 
dent BFI 

It was with the greatest disquiet th 
at I learnt from Mr Phadke of the 
decision of BFI to make up the Ladies 
Team for Karachi from a list of 8 


individual players 

I cannot protest too strongly 
against this arbitrary procedure The 
BFI circular clearly states that the 
team would be chosen from the fust 
SIX pairs of the Butler Trials It is surSly 
un precedented that the conditions of 
contest should be contravened so bla 
tantly 

The feeling is also that in a game 
which IS above all one of partnerships 
responsibility towards ones partner 
necessarily also reflects in team spint 
It IS not individual bnlliance but team 
performance which counts in the end 
and do the selectors imagine that a 
player who is all too ready to drop his 
or her partner without a good reason 
and simply perhaps in order to get 
onto a team could be a good team 
mate-' 

I need hardly add that the doubts 
that arise from such procedures arc 
not likely to do th< game in this 
country any good whatever 

Personally if invited on the team 1 
cannot accept without my partner in 
the trials It would be grossly unjust to 
her and set a most unfortunate precc 
dent This is not to say that I would not 
be prepared to play with any other 
players in the overall interests of our 
team but it is impossible that i should 
agree to go as an individual 

The Bf I knuckled under It included 
bhiloo Thadani in the team but Lect 
na s basic point was unanswered and 
unanswerable 

The selection of players and not 
pairs exceeds the mandate of the se 
lectors One can not gam say that Rita 
Choksi is perhaps the best woman 
player in the country but she was part * 
nered by Prabha Kanatkar in the trials 
It should have been either Rita with 
Prabha or neither I ikewisc Nina Ban 
nerjee has been selected without her 
Inal partner Uisula Garg As a pair th 
ey have always performed well and 
have fine understanding 1 hey should 
have been selected as a pair or not at 
all 

Speaking for myself I cannot but 
agree with V Phadke one of the selec 
tors who thought that the first three 
pairs should have been sent To have 
thrown out qualified pairs was bad en 
ough Doing so by a n'ajority of two to 
one was worse 

The last straw was the break up of 
pairsj. 1 hiS is both illegal and immoral 
Nay It shocks one s sense of justice 

To be continued 
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By Frank Wright 


He was the champ 
- but he never 


trained for a fight! 


T here was only one interest in the 
life of Albert Griffiths, born in the 
dockside slums of Sydney, Australia 
Fighting 

But then life itself was a fight, a con 
stant fight for survival From his ear 
liest recollections young Albert had 
been forced to fend for himself and by 
the time he was a teenager he had 
learned that his fists had only one • 
really effective use - as a means of 
self defence 

He never learned to read or wnte 
because he never went to school His 
only source of revenue was the few 
coppers he earned selling newspapers 
in the streets 

He was only a little chap and life 
would have been intolerable - had it 
not been for the fact that he knew 
how to use his fists Those two fists be 
came his stock in trade, the visa to a 
happier and more affluent life 

Young Albert small as he was, 
earned the respect of all his pals m the 
“Rocks” gang The Sydney docks dis 
trict was then infested with gangs, 
many of them notonous for their lack 
of regard for law and order But Albert 
Gnffiths - Young Griffo to his urchin 
pals - refused to have anything to do 
with thuggery 

STAND-IN 

He would fight - how big they were 
didn't matter - and was the champion 
of all the young newspaper sellers In 
the Sydney streets 

One night he walked into the local 
boxing hall to shelter from the rain 
Heanng that one of the fighters had 
not turned up, young Albert offered to 
stand ih It was the turning point in his 
life From then on his future in the pro 
fessional boxing ring was assured 

By the time he was 18 he was talk 
Ing about becoming the world feather 
weight champion He found a sponsor 
who took him to America to challenge 
)ke Weir, the champion 

The lanky, gangling Irish American 
himed a deaf ear to all entreaties 
'Then Ike Weir lost his title to the Aus¬ 
tralian Billy Murphy and immediately 
Y«ung Griffo went after BOTH men 


Eventually he enticed Ike Weir into 
the nng - and knocked out the former 
champion in the 14th round 

Now for Murphy - but Murphy 
wasn’t interested So back went Griffo 
to his homeland certain in his own 



He was always prepared to take 
on anybody... 


mind that sooner of later he would 
force the champion to face him in an 
Australian ring 

CHALLENGE 

Qo a July day in 1890 a iaroe crowd 
gathered at Sydney to await the berth 
ing of a liner from America Among 
the passengers *was the returning 
world featherweight champion, Billy 
Murphy 

And among the crowd was young 
Gnffo, the former street urchin frexm 
the Sydney dockside slums, the lad 
who had become one of the world’s 
finest featherweights and wanted 
Murphy’s two titles more than any^ 
thing else that fife c(^id offer fdta., 


He was there to Issue a personal 
challenge to the champion to demand 
a chance to prove himself the best 
featherweight in the fight game 

Billy Murphy was not an Australian 
at all Born of Insh stock he had lived 
all his boyhood in New Zealand and 
had only moved to Australia to find 
more ring opposition 

Having won everything he could in 
his adopted country he had gone to 
Amenca and there gained the greatest 
pnze of all - the championship and the 
valuable Richard K Fox gold belt 

Young Gnffo wanted that belt as 
well as the title but he was no arro 
gant bully and he realised that he must 
act with dignity So he asked the box 
ing reporter of a Sydney newspaper to 
introduce him to Murphy 

The Introduction was duly made 
But there the formalities ended 

Murphy stared contemptuously at 
Gnffo and then drawled in an affected 
American accent “Say, kiddo, they tell 
me you’re prety smart in the ring " 


It was deliberate patronage and 
young Griffo reacted to it “Cut if out, 
Murphy*’’ he rapped, “I'll fight you for 
your title and for that brass belt you 
claim to own, anywhere you tike and 
the sooner the better ” 

Murphy cut him short with a sneer 
Ing retort Next moment young Griffo 
strode forward, fists bunched Had it 
not been for some of the more diplo¬ 
matic members of his party, the fight 
might have started there and then 

A few weeks later, in September 
18^, they were glanng at one another 
from opposite comers of the ring be 
foie a packed Sydn^ crowd 

Now many of them were sitting,at 
the ringside re^to Cheer themselves 
hoarse in support or their pai 
<M>DPA1R 


The fi^t startdaTHiietly, with both 
men fending for openings What an 
odidly assort pidr they made. Griffo i 
was short, stocky and poweirfitk Hte i 




An intriguing theory 


S OME YEAR ago a man asked Rod 
Laver ~ after we had just won an 
important doubles tournament 
- What do you do Rocket when you 
badly need a point'' 

With a straight face Rod always a 
man with a dry sense of humour ans 
wered I put up a short lob and Kenny 
volleys a winner off their smash 
Round about that time the famed 
English sports writet Peter Wilso i saw 
me hit two winning volleys off thun 
denng smashes by Tony Trabert in a 
Wimbledon semi-final 

The next morning 1 read his word 
The Rosewall volleys off those two 
smashes weren t anticipation they 
were clairvoyance 

Both men were mixing over 
emphasis with fact Naturally I was 
pleased though I had always been ias 
ter thinking and moving than my 
rivals Other than that the quickness 
was a great asset and 1 didn t think 
very deeply about it Neither did 1 
wonder why I played tennis with mv 
right hand but played golf and wrote 
with my left I still do 

Those were the ;lays when we all 
played tennis because we loved the 


game though it would be stupid of me 
to suggest the money wasn’t very Im 
portant It was But not so much as no 
wadays when a man or woman can 
pick up more than half a million dol 
lars a week in some of the tourna 
ments and a $1000000 first pnze is 
quite a common thing 

Understandably with pnzes which 
provide a lifetime of financial secunty 
now commonplace ambitious interna 
tional tennis cicuit competitors arc 
more than ever in history taking the 
greatest notice of any and everything 
that they think will make them better 
winners 

Right now it is the computer 
designed diets which are dominating 
the lives of Martina Navratilova and 
Ivan Lendl that are the most talked 
about things The news which I think 
may follow IS what interests me a 
great deal It concerns left- 
handedness 

Professor Norman Geschwind of 
Harvard University was working on a 
research which may well prove left 
handedness is an asset when he sadly 
died relatively recently 

Pnmanly whether you are nght or 


left handed is deaded by your gene 
tics, and is formed before birth With 
out going into details the left hander 
obtains some qualities which are ad 
vantageous and some which are not 
The nght handers also receive some 
advantages and suffer disadvantages 
None of us have any personal control 
over this. If you are a lefty, you have a 
more than normal chance of becom 
ing a surveyor, for example 

The reason why leftys enjoy benefits 
are variable Navratilova and McEn 
roe score for a practical reason Hor 
monic action pi^uces Inner changes 
of left right brain balance, which gives 
left handers certain vulnerability to 
some things and strengths to others, in 
the case of athletes, a superior spatial 
sense, which enables them to see 
where a ball is going to land faster 
than right handers 

This, of course, means all other th 
ings being equal In the case of NaVra 
tilova and McEnroe they are generally 
gifted, so that their quickness superior 
ity lifts them above the field It is an in 
triguing theory 

I wonder what would have hap 
pened if I d played left handed ^ 


SENSATIONS OF SPORT. 


Griffo had never believed in train 
Ing He declared that his early life had 
toughened him and the only 'training' 
he needed was in the ring Itself - fight 
ing for money 


SORRY SIGHT 

Although Murphy managed to last 
out the 15 rounds he was a sorry sight 
when the fight ended and Young Gnf 
fo was declared the winner on points 


Murphy on the other hand was a 
physical freak Tall, gangling and so 
thin that it seemed a puff of wind 
would flaten him But he was tough 
and he could fight like a demon when 
he was roused 


He was roused without any doubt in 
the second round of that fight with 
Young Griffo Aftcra quiet first round 
the two men really got going and al 
though Gnffo had earned the reputa 
tion of being a bnlliant defensive 
boxer, this was a grudge fight and his 
fists began to hurt and anger Murphy 


From then on it was a grim, ruthless 
battle - but it soon became obvious 
that there could only beo’ie result As 
round followed round tae champion 
tried everVthing he knew to fight off 
the oftaleught ^ his grim-faced chal 
letWW. 

__ 


The boy from the slums was cham 
pion of the world - champion of his 
own country too Then came startling 
news from Amenca They refused to 
acknowledge Young Griffo as world 
champion They had awarded the title 
to George Dixon 

Young Gnffo was furious and de 
manded a second fight with Murphy, 
to prove to the world that his first vie 
tory was no fluke 

Murphy was )ust as keen to meet 
Griffo again but he could have saved 
•his time In July 1891 the Sydney born 
Australian showed more seventy than 
ever in his determination to prove 
beyond all doubt that he was the better 
man Murphy had’nt a chance 

He was still on his feet at the end of 
the “massacre" but he was battered In¬ 
to near insensibility 


Young Griffo refused to accept the 
Amencan ruling that he was NOT the 
world featherweight chai.ipion He 
had beaten the reigning champion - 
twice, so what more could he do^ He 
knew the answer - travel to the United 
States and prove that he was a worthy 
champion 

THREE DRAWS 

His second visit to America was a 
triumph He won fight after fight and 
benme an idol with the crowds At 
last came his chance to meet the man 
the Americans claimed as the World 
champion - George Dixon 

In fact, the two “champions" met 
three times - but on ead>.occaslon the 
result was declared a DRAW* Gnffo 
was robbed of the title that was rightly 
his 

Never again did Australia see the 
tough little fighting man who achieved 
such high honour for his country He 
continued to fight in America for some 
years, but his biggest fight was against 
himself He earned a small fortune - 
and spent the lot on drink It finished 
him ra died in 1927 in an asylum 




PRE-WORLD CUP QUALIFYING MATCHES 
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India redeemed their cam 
paign in the Pre^World 
Cup matches by beating 
Bangladesh 2-1 at Cal 
cutta after drawing the 


matches with Indonesia 


and Thailand by an iden 


tical margin, 1-1. Here are 


some pics, of the India 


Bangladesh encounter 
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Bikash Panji’s spot kick is saved by Bangladesh 'keeper Md. Mohsin. BELOW: Camito Gonsalves (left) 
scoring the winner/or India after beating Mohsin in the goal. 
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India's Abdul Majid tackles Badal Rap (20) of Bangladesh, tRlSifiT: AdsHlsh Bhadm ii,emli^ac^Jb» iTIs 
colleagues for scoring Bahgiadd»ff’9 fane goal. 
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Universities make a clean sweep 

A ll India Universities nrfade Aclr His smashes didn’t cany much Championship and seml-flnallsts In 

debut in the Federation Cup weight. And he was erratic too. Rail- ,the women’s were eligible to take part) 

Volleyball Tournament at Tirunelveli ways found themselves unable to push but had been included as they were the 

(Tamil Nadu) a memorable one by themselves to that extra bit. The back- host8.gavea pleasing performance 

coming out with flying colours. court defence invited trouble. The 


They finished with an all-win record 
in the four-team Super League beat¬ 
ing Railways, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 


Universities were taken to the fifth 
game by all their three rival teams 
who, however, had to finally bow to 
the superior physical condition of the 
youthful side which had undergone 
rigorous training at the NIS Patiala for 
some weeks and which bad won the 
Volleyball Federation of India Depart¬ 
mental National and the Nellai Friends 
All-India Tourney at Madras before 
going to Tirunelveli 

Universities, who had sought affilia¬ 
tion to the VFI but had failed to gain it, 
were permitted to play in the Federa¬ 
tion Cup in 1984. But they did not 
fieled a team. This year, since the 
Universities team had been in training 
for the World Universities tourney at 
.Kobe, Japan, it was hurled into the 
Federation Cup, and it emerged from 
the acid test glittering like true gold. 

Railways had beaten Universities in 
three straight games in the preliminary 
group round robin. But in the Super 
League, they found Universities a 
different lot, full of fight and full of go 
Universities simply refused to be 
beaten, in the deciding set, railways 
were leading 13-9 only to sec the Cup 
rudely snatched away from their eager 
lips. 

Towering twosome Sandeep Shar- 
ma and Sukhpal Singh proved a veri¬ 
table wall. Cyril Valoor and Udayaku- 
mar found their smashes coming back 
to roost. As though the booming guns 
of Sandeep and Sukhpal (best spiker 
of the tournament) were not enough, 
Venkatrama Reddy came up with 
several deadly smashes and shrewd 
placements. Suresh fed the firing guns 
with his neat boosting. Ravinder Pal 
Singh served bafflingly. 


It was not Railways’ day Perhaps 
they had been complacent, and they 
had not rested enough the previous 
night having seen.the town tte whole 
day. Though they fought back to take 
the third and fourth sets to level the 


scores, they wilted In the iast-Ditch 
battle for want of enough stamina. 
Cyril Valoor, declared the Best All- 
Rounder of the Tourney, was some¬ 
what of form. The Railway spikeas 
became diffident to spike. When their 
smashes boomerang^ and they re¬ 
sorted to placements, «n4 even that in 
vain- ■ ' ' 

Seasoned India booster Manoharan 
<l«t .RalTways don. Balamuralldhar, 
pearcely been needed In the 


rear-court was pounded by Sukhpal 
amd company. The defeat (6-15. 
IMS 15-11,15-12,13-15) in this the 
first match of the super league proved 
decisive. Railways finish^ second 
With two wins. Tamil Nadu were third 
with a victory over Kerala who 
finished fourth 

Kerala looked a powerful team on 
paper, but they' disappointed. Jimmy 
George, of course, proved a titan. 
Spring-heeled Jimmy proved a giant 
at the net with his explosive smashes 
but lacked support from his collea¬ 
gues. His younger brother, Sebastian 
George to some extent played well. 
Chac,ko was not the potent force that 
he used to be. It was thanks in the 
main to Jimmy George that Kerala 
were able to take Universities to five 
games and to take a game off Rail¬ 
ways 

Tamil Nadu, who had not qualified 
for the Federation Cup- (only the 
quarter-finalists in the men’s National 


Tamil Nadu were without three of 
their star players Kahleemullah, 
Krishnaiah and Mathew Joseph, who 
were not available and M.D. Augus¬ 
tine, who had a dislocated shoulder 
and yet gave Universiti^ a hard time 
and pulled off a surprise victory over 
Kerala who had trounced them in the 
preliminary league. 

Tamil Nadq's star performer was 
former India booster Chithrapandian. 
He gave a truly inspiring performance 
and richly deserved the ‘Best Booster 
of the Tournament’ award and the 
other dfts that he received. Venkat- 
esan ofth Armed Police (Dharmapuri) 
turned up trumps, spiking with verve 
and gusto. 

Mahbndran, Theagarajan, Alage- 
san and Charles also gave good 
account of themselves at the net. 

ALLROUNDER 
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In need of more exposure 


I N the 2nd and 3rd attempts the bar 
bell rolled over his Ixjdy and he thus 
stoo<t eliminated from snatch But in 
the 4th attempt he applied all his grit 
and will ix)wer & lifted 140 b kgs 0 '> 
kgs more than bood s national recoid 

In the jerk he started with 170 5 kgs 
0 ') kgs more than Baldev Singh s re 
cord of 170 kgs And in successive at 
tempts he successfully lifted 175 180 
& IHSkqsall in Itself new records 

This IS how failure enthused Mehar 
Chanel to create in one day as many as 
SIX tecords and ia in over all champion 
ship in ‘>0 kgs category at }7th Natio 
iial Weightlifting Championship in 
1 OHO in Calcutta 


Born in (>oda Khera village in 
Jhunjhun d strict in Rajasthan Meher 
Cliand graduated from school in 1971 
and joined the Anny In school days 
he was interested in kabaddi and took 
part in 1969 in the Inter State Kabaddi 
Meet for F'lajastlian 

( hand longed to go in for w restling 
but found no suppoit no avenues for 
It 

And then one day weightlifting 
coach Piara Singh asked him if he 
would like to involve himself in 
weightlifting for in him Singh saw a 
(lotential of a good weighlifter 

Mehar C hand in 1972 found him 
self in the weightlifting arena 


In 1974 75 at junior national at Ka 
kinada in the 75 kgs category he won 
the championship In 1976 at senior 
national in Burnpur (West Bengal) he 
earned the bronze medal He contin 
ucd to wrest silver till*!978 

In 1979 he did not take part in the 
national meet because during the time 
his son died 

In 1980 he joaied the lacc once 
again at the Senior National Delhi 
ind he claime'd the gold with 125 kgs 
(snatch) 157 5 kgs (jerk) and 282 5 to 
tal All three weie record lifts 

In 1981 he participated at Asian 
Weightlifting Championship Nagoya 
Jap€in in the S2 5 kg c atc>gorv anci fin 
ished 4th During 1981 82 National 
Meet at ( ochin he claimed overall 
gold with 2(>5 5 kg as lecord 

In 1982 ht paiticipated in the Pa 
kistan National Ciames and claimed 
the gc>ld lifting 285 kgs 

In 1982at the 12th Commonwealth 
Cinmes Brisbane Australia he stood 
1th In 1982 at Tiial Games for the 
Asiad hewonbionze 

But he did not take part in Asiad for 
he got very little time to piactice 

In 19S) in the National frames at 
Madras in ‘>0 kg group he won gold 
vutfi lot) kgs lift And at the National 
( hampionshijr this year at Calcutta 
he added many more feathers in his al 
ready over crowded cap 

rRIBHUVANBHAGAr 
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Fielding needs to be improved 


A SUPERB batting display by Raju 
Pedn^ar helped Panjtm Gym¬ 
khana ‘A’ to score a 21 run win over 
Chowgules in the four day finals of the 
Goa State Cricket Tournament at the 
Bandodkar grounds In Panjlm. 

Raju recorded the highest ever 
Individual score (229 not out) in die 
Goa Cricket Association tournament 
when Gymkhana made 378 in their 
first innings. 

Raju was ably supported by Gerald 
Delani who made 31 to put on 88 tuns 
fox the first wicket. A second wicket 
partnership of 184 between Raju and 
Mahesh Desai (^) then placed Gym¬ 
khana in a commanding position. But 
thereafter Mukund Desurkar and 
Harish Lengde bowled well for Chow¬ 
gules to claim four wickets eaeh as 
Gymkhana collapsed from 274 for 1 
to 378 all down. 

Raju was in complete control of the 
proc^ings as none of the Chowguie 
bowlers could make any impression 
on him. He hit 26 fours and exhibited 
the kind of staying power that the 
other Goa batsmen will have to 
devel^ if they are to do well in the 
Ranji Trophy matches next Season. 

He times his strokes sweetly and 
never attempted a rash strcdte. Raju 
was the top scorer (82) for Dcmpo 
College in the All Goa Inter-Collegiate 
Semi-finals against Engineering 
College. En^neering however defeat¬ 
ed them ana went on to win the finals 
against MES College, Vasco. Sidd- 
harth Amonkar (74) was Engineer¬ 


ing's top scorer in the finals. 

Chowgules conceded a first Innings 
lead of 84 runs to Gymkhana for 
whom Parekh, Mayenkar, Salkar Raju 
Pednekar and Mahe^ Oesai bowled 
well to restrict Chowgules to a total of 
294. Parekh was the leacling wicket 
taker with 3 for 41. A well made 40 by 
Raju Pednekar and a good contribu¬ 
tion of 35 Vallabh Hal^nkar 
enabled Gymkhana to make 161 in 
their second innings. Chowgules had 
to get 251 for a win in just 31 overs. 

Suresh Mahadevan and Namdev 
Fadte went all out in their bid to bring 
a win for Chowgules but in the end 
they were all out when 21 short of the 
tar^. Gymkhana displayed rank bad 
fielding as they miss^ a number of 
run outs and stumping chances and 
floored no less than six easy catches. 
Luckily for Raju Pednekar all his 
excellent work was not undone by all 
these blemishes. Mahesh Desai how- - 
ever did well to capture four wickets. 

A first innings lead of 66 runs over a 
strong Vasco XI helped Gymkhana to 
reach the GCA finals after a long time. 
Gymkhana failed tri"achieve an out¬ 
right win by just 14 runs. Aditya 
Tarcar who played a fine innings of 
130 was largely responsible in taking 
Gymkhana's first Innings total to 250. 

What was gained ^ Aditya was 
strengthened by Mahesh Desai who 
bowled extremely well to take 7 for 51. 
Mahesh also acquitted himself credita¬ 
bly with a second innings knock of 51. 
Raju Pednekar who scored 45 in the 


first innings remained not out with 55 
in the second innings to become 
another significant .contributor to 
Gymkhana’s success in the semi finaU. 

Chowgules beat Bardez Gymkhana 
by 344 runs to make the finals. They 
declared their first innings at 481 for 9 
with Promod Rivonkar (111), Harish 
Lade (81) being their outstanding 
batsmen. The great upset of the 
tournament was the defeat of the 
former Goa Champions Salgaocar at 
the hands of Cricket Club of Ponda 
early in the competition. CCP won the 
match by five wickets but their 

n ress was halted in the quarter 
i where they lost to Bardez Gymk¬ 
hana. 

Panjim Gymkhana's achievement 
this season has been quite noteworthy. 
Raju Pednekar, Mahesh De»i, Aditya 
Tarcar and Sharad Pednekar can oe 
expected to be called for the coaching 
camp to select the Goa team, for the 
Ranji Trophy next season. 

The other members of the winniitg 
side will have to work hard to improve 
their fielding as with good fielding 
Gymkhana would have won the finate 
handsomely. 

One of the well known former 
Gymkhana plyers told me that al¬ 
though Gymkhana won the Cham¬ 
pionship their pathetic fielding in the 
second Innings made him believe that 
they and not Chowgules had lost the 
finals. 

-AJITK.MOYE 


Discipline is a must 


C HANDU BORDE, former captain 
of the Indian cricket team and 
presently Chairman of the Selection 
Committee of the Cricket Control 
Board of India said that concentration, 
determinatloa-and disdpllne played an 
important role in achieving excellence 
on the field. He said that the cricketers 
dedicated to these qualities can put up 
the best performance in "anV other 
vocation as any one can do. 

Borde was addressing a huge sports 
gathering at Fertillzemagar on the 
occasion of awarding the trophy to the 
GSFC Cricket team for the GSFC 
Invitation Industrial Cricket Torurta- 
ment played between ONGC and 
GSFC. 


The function was, attended by Mr. 
Kishanchand, fprmer test; player, Mr- 
Dattajl Gad(Wa4. former captain of 
dhc Indian itricket team, CSA Wm- 
prasii^ts, Mr. OJB. Patd arid Dt, MB. 
Chmdb and die large number of Ranji 




trophy players and their fans. This is 
the fourth trophy GSFC cricket team 
has bagged In succession during the 
current year. 

Commenting on the one day inter¬ 
nationals which have become very 
popular among the crowd, Borde said 
that althougirone day internationals 
provld^ plenty of entertainment and 
excitement. It did miss the techniques 


of the 5-day Tests. He, however, 
added that the astounding success 
achieved the Indian cricket team in 
the world championship matches 
could be attributed to excellent team 
work, discipline and-concentration on 
the field. “At no time the Indian team 
was so united as it was today", he 
added. He complimented GSFC for its 
solid contribution to the development 
of cricket and other sports. 


SPORTING SAM . ..... by Wootton 
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F erdinand hellers, not much 

known outside his native Sweden, 
shot into the lime-light with his well 
deserved victory in the European Jun¬ 
ior Championship, Groningen (Hol¬ 
land) 1984-85, 

In the 32-playcr, 11-round Swiss the 
final top standings were; Hellers 9'/^ 
(better tie-break) Romero (Spain) 9'/^ 
Oil (USSR) and De Wit (Netherlands) 
8‘/2 

Before the final round Romero led 
the field, but was beaten by Hellers in 
the following game 

Hellers - Romero 

Le4, c5 2.Nf3. d6 3d4, cxd4 
4.Nxd4, Nf6 5 Nc3. g6 6.Be3, Bg7 7,f3, 
Nc6 8Qd2, 00 9,Bc4. Bd7 10 h4. Rc8 
ll.Bba h5 12.000, Ne5 13.Bg5, Rc5 

14.f4, Nc4 15Qd3. b5 16,e5, Ng4 

17.exd6, RxgSi 18hxg5, Nf2 19Qe2, 
Nxdl 20Rxdl, Nxd6 21 Qd3, Bg4 

22.Rd2. Qb8! 23Nd5, Qb7 24Nc3, 
Nc4? 25Bxc4, bxc4 26Qxc4, Rb8 
27Qb5! Qc7 28.Nd5, Qd6? 29.Qc6!, 
Qd8 30.Qc5, Rb7 31,c3. e6 32Nc6, 
Bf8 33.Nde7ch, Qxe7 34.Nxc7ch, 
Rxe7 35.Rd8, Kg7 36.Qe5ch, 1-0. 

12...Ne5) Sicilian Dragon. This the cri¬ 
tical position of the variation 11 :.h5 to 
stem White’s Pawn-roller 

13.Bg5) Spassky-Mestel, London 
1982; 13.Bh6, Bxh6 14.Qxh6, Rxc3! 

15.bxc3, Qa5 16.Kb2, Rc8 17Qd2, 
Qb6 led to complications. 


CHESS 


By R.B. Sapre 

13 .Rc5) Kayumov - Blodstein. 
Tashkent 1984: 13 a6 14.g4!. hxg4 

15. h5!. Nxh5 16,Nd5, Rc8 17 f4, Nc4 

18. Qd3, Bb5 19.Nxb5. axb5 (If 
19 Nxb2? 20. Nxe7ch. Rxe7 
21.Qxd6) 20,e5!, Qa5 (Or 20...dxe5? 
21 Nxe7ch, Rxe7 22.Qxd8ch etc) 
21.e6!, f5 22.Rxh5!, Nxb2 23.Nxc7ch. 
Rxe7 24Qxd6, Nd4 25Qxe7. Bb2ch 
26Kbl, Na3ch 27.Qxa3!, Qxa3 (Not 
27.Kxb2?, Qc3ch 28.Kxa3, RaSch 
mating or 28.Kcl, Qxc2ch! mating) 
27 Qxa3 28 e7ch, Kg7 29.e8Q!, Rxe8 
30Rd7ch,Re7 31 Bxe7,1-0 

Bclyavsky-Ubilava, Minsk 1983: 

13.. Nc4 14,Qe2, Na5 15.Kbl, Nxb3 

16. axb3, Re8 17.Qd2. a6 18.Bh6, Bh8 

19. g4, e5 20,Nde2, hxg4 21.h5, Nxh5 
was drawn (54). 

14.f4) The main alternative is 
14g4i? 

17.exd6) ‘Kurs Dyebutov’ quotes 
Ljubojevic-Miles, 1970: 17Ne4, Rd5 
18 Nxd6!. NcxeS! with equal chances. 

17...Rxg5!) The temporary ex¬ 
change sacrifice removes the domi¬ 
nating Bishop and is stronger than 

17. .Nxd6 18.Qe2. 

20Rxdl) The Knight must be ta¬ 
ken. Bad Is 20.dxc7?, because of 

20.. .Nxc3 21.exf8ch. Qxf8 22.bxc3, 
Qa3ch 23.Kdl. Bxd4 24.cxd4. Bg4 
pinning the Queen; or 21 bxc3, Qa5 
22exf8ch, Kxf8 with similar threats, 
including 23...Qxc3. 

21 Qd3) If 21.Ndxb3? Bg4 wins the 
exchange the move threatens Black’s 


I' li ' 


g-Pawn also. e.g.21..,Qb8 22.Qxg6. e6' 

23.Qxh5: or 22...Nc4 23, Qe4. 

23Nd5) In the notes in “New In 
Chess" Hellers says he was unwilling 
to go in for 23.Qxg6, e6 24.Qd3, Nc4 

25. Bxc4, b»c4 26.Qxc4. Qxf4; or 

26. Qe4. Qb6 and 27...Rb8 when Black 
has active play for the Pawn. 

24.Nc3) Hellers says he wanted to 
try 24...Qb8 25Qxg6 as he could not 
think of anything better. 

27.Qb5) 27.NbS retaining Queens 
on the board was an Interesting alter¬ 
native. 

28.. Qd6?) He should have ex¬ 
changed Queens (28...Rxb5) relying 
on his two Bishops to make up for his 
deficit of a Pawn. 

32.. .Bf8) The Black Queen is 
caught, e g 32 ..Qf8 33.Nde7ch. Kh7 
34.Rd8. 

36Qe5ch) A pretty finish: 36. .Kg8 
37 RxfSch. Kxf8 38 Qh8 mate 
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White to play and 


B V virtue'of^cka’s superior perfor- 
mance In the qualifying league, th¬ 
ey started off the Maharashtra team 
selection finals with an eighteen I.M P 
handicap against Poysha’s team After 
sixty four deals Poysha covered the 
handicap but only just The result 
was an exactly equal tic A further 
eight deal play-off saw Poysha squeak 
through by one I M.P However, the 
fate of the two teams still hangs in ba¬ 
lance because of a protest on one of 
the deals; 
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BRIDGE 


By Jimmy Mehta 
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All pass 


F^adhye's ' 3D'' bid offered Sicka its 
last chance of a plus the final contract 
suffered an ignomihous fate After a 
spade lead and continuation a two- 
tnek set was inevitable but o'ne monf’ 
trick went in the wash and it was plus 
150 to Poysha 

In the Open room the auction was 


liizarre 
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Ambnsh ijinant his double of'IS' as 
negative According to Choksi it was 
for oenaltids. 

Tavkar enquired alx)ut the meaning 
of the double but Choksi was per¬ 


plexed and went into a trance Finally 
Tavkar abandoned his querry. think¬ 
ing it might serve to assist the o|5pon- 
ents more than his side Choksi finally 
left the double in and it was Kejrlwal’s. 
turn to make enquiries Choksi nov^' 
declared that the double was for pen¬ 
alties A heart was led and after taking 
two hearts Choksi shifted to a dia¬ 
mond Kejnwal took his high dia 
monds and exited in the suit after 
w'hich the inevitable one trick set en¬ 
sured 

The Director was summoned and 
informed about the wrong explana 
tion Ambrish asserted that the double 
was negative whereas Choksi main¬ 
tained that though the partnership 
played negative doubles in some situa 
tions. this was a penalty situation. The 
convention card was examined and 
found to be silent on this point. The'. 
Tournament Director A.D. Kantak de 
cided to let the result stand Six l.M.Ps 
to Poysha 
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RACINQ 


By Railbird 




Racing phenomenon 


Dr. M. A.M. - 

A n international racing phenome 
non That is what Dr M A M Ra 
maswamy ts The country’s largest and 
most successful owner (while he may, 
not be the biggest ever in the history of 
racing in the land he is undoubtedly 
the biggest winner) he gained world 
wide recognition when he found a 
piace in the Guiness Book of Records 
following his 100th Classic victory 
That entry will have to be updated 
from issue to issue as he continues to 
lead in Clasic winners 

Ramaswamy led in his 127th Clas 
Sic winner In Udhagamandallam l 2 ist 
week when his Goldie Brown cantered 
home in the Nilgirls Fillies Tnal Stakes 
which he had won in 1979 with Nico 
lette, 1982 with Birthday Girl and 
1984 with Pnma Facie However, his 
colours were not earned to victory in 
the Colts Trial which was claimed by 
the unfancied Ok Sir 

A tremendous financial capacity to 
purchase good quality bloodstock and 
to maintain a large stable is not the 
sole reason for Ramaswamy’s pheno 
menonal successes He is an excellent 
judge of horseflesh, a top class handi 
capjser who knows how to place his 
horses advantageously 

Apart trom that he spends much 
time over his racing stnng and as he Is 
a close watcher jockeys are unable to 
pull the wool over his eyes He is not 
content to allow his trainers, he has se¬ 
veral of them, to advise him on the 
purchase of youngstock nor does he 
sit back and allow them to have a free 


Bridge 


The Sickas were in a quandary Th 
ey were eager to apjseai the ruling but 
most members of the Appeals Com 
mittee had left Sangli and a make shift 
committee would have to be formed 
consisting of people less qualified than 
the Tournament Director Kejnwal 
paid Avinash the highest tnbute he 
could “You judge’ he said ‘Til bide 
your judgment We are not appeal 
ing” 

Avinash jxindered and pondered 
some more The time for an appeal 
had run out He had a sure thing 
When the result of the match was de 
dared he had it surer His team had 
won the legal right to represent Ma 
harashtra 

“Tell uou what" Avinash told Kejn 
wal after the match “We’ll refer it to 
some one in Bombay and lf»the deci 
|i^ tt^aijilnst us. my team will stand 

Vy. am 


run of the establishment He Is very 
much involved in the management of 
his string and as he has considerable 
expertise he is highly successful 

Despite his fantastic successes it will 
be wrong to describe him as the king 
pin of Indian racing, for he does not 
fully measure up to that status Ra 
maswamy’s successes are mainly con 
fined to the south and though he has 
also been successful in Calcutta he has 
never been a force in Bombay nor has 
he been a dominant piersonallty in the 
Indian Turf Invitation Cup 

Tradition and usage, rather than 
monetary value, determine the three 
most coveted, most prestigious racing 
pnzes in the land They are the Indian 
Derby, which is run in Bombay and 
which IS older than any of the other re 
gional Derbys the summer Bangalore 
Derby and the Indian Turf Invitation 
Cup which IS held annually by rotation 
at the respective headquarters of the 
five Turf Authorities of India Ramas 
wamy’s successes in those races have 
been relatively negligible 

Ramaswamy has never won the In 
dian Derby and though he was a joint 
owner of Linden Flora, who won in 
1978 the only time his colours have 
been carried to victory in an Indian 
Classic were in 1979 and 1983 when 
his Own Opinion and his Tribute, re 
spectively claimed the Indian St 
Leger in Pune 

The only time he has won the Ban 
galore Derby was in 1967 when Tqdor 
Jet triumphed and his sole success in 

from p. 52 


down for your s 

The burden of finally deciding fell 
on yours truly 1 decided that there 
had been misinformation but the 
Protestants had failed to make out a 
case of damage so there wa« no rea 
son to disturb the tournament dircc 
tors ruling However. Poysha de 
served a one jxiint penalty for having 
failed to fill out its convention card 
properly I suggested an eight deal re 
play 

The replay was won by Sicka by se 
venteen I M Ps and Sicka will repre 
sent Maharashtra at Nainital 

Avinash lost his case in the judge's 
room but he has won a lot more a re 
putation for fair play and sjxirtman 
ship which will linger many years after 
people have forgotten who represent 
ed Maharashtra in Guru Dutt 1985 
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the Invitation Cup has been with own 
opinion who won a thrilling race front 
Royal Tern in Bombay on 1979 

It ts in the three races which matter 
most that Ranjit V Bhat reign su 
preme He has won the Indian In¬ 
vitation Cup, the Indian Derby and the 
Bangalore Derby three years in a row 
with his Commanche, Squanderer 
and Manitou and he has won the In¬ 
dian Derby for a fourth time with 
Mohawk His successes are mtnd- 
boggiingbecause he races a moderate 
string of horses who are not bought at 
fancy prices 

Despite his awesome record and his 
undoubted popularity, Raraaswamy's 
many betting coups are not generally 
looked ufton favourably and the fact 
that Fair Court (Rock of Gibralter- 
Star Witness) who won him his first- 
ever South India Derby in 1970 and 
who was the beaten favourite in the 
1970 Invitation Cup which was won 
by Loyal Prince in Bombay went out 
of his ownership and still races at the 
age of 19 in the lowest classic also held 
against him 

To return to Goldie Browri She is 
now unbeaten in six races and as she is 
by Satinello Dusty she is full sister to 
Red Cockade and there Is reason to 
believe that she will emulate him He 
won from his first seven starts, the last 
of which was in the Bangalore Colts 
Trial Stakes which he won In record 
time 

He was so short pruced in the Ban¬ 
galore Derby that it was Impossible for 
the average punter to bet on him and 
he had a round the clock police guard 
for a good week before that races 

That was so because It was wide* 
ly known that a certain Bombay- 
baaed illegal bookmaker stood to 
lose a considerable fortune if Red 
Cockade won and there was a fear 
that he would be got at. He was vul¬ 
nerable at the racecourse stables 
but at the Palace stables he had to 
walk some distance on public roads 
to come to the facecourse for hi4 
morning work. 

The precautions turned out to be 
unnecessary Red Cockade was well 
and truly beaten by the Jagdish ridden 
Commanche who gave Ranjit V Bhat 
the first of his three consecutive sue 
cesses Richard Alford created un 
necessary additional tension by mak 
ing a rather stupid attempt to win 
the race for Red Cockade in the ste 
wards room 
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Kalpana Sood -18 

C/o LaxmiNivaSt 
H/No 106&121,SubhasNagar. 
IDA Jeedimetia - A P -500855, 
Movies, chess, cricket 
Mohan Sangar - 30 
PO Box 54164, 

Riyadh -11514, Saudi Arabia 
Correspondence, reading, sports, 
gifts 

Kaushik Shah - 21 

C/37 Gita Bhavan, 

93 Warden Road, 4th floor, 

Bombay 400 036 
Philately, travelling music 
Rajendra Tripathi - 24 
115, Juni Kasera Bakhal, 

Indore - 452 002 
Music drama, penpals 

Prabir Kumar Sinha - 22 

Mahapravu Para, Nabuduip, 

Nadia (W B) - 741 302 
Sports, travelling, astrology 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


1 Who was the oldest West Indian 
to make his debut in Tests’ 

2 Which was the first Test match to 
be the subject of radio commen 
tary* 

3 Who was the first batsman to 
score a century before lunch in 
Tests’ 

4 How many times has Abdul Qadir 
of Pakistan taken 5 or more wick 
ets in an innings’ 

5 What IS the Test bowling average 
of Jeff Thomson’ 

6 Who won the 5000 meters race at 
the 1974 Asian Games’ 

7 What IS the overall length of the 
javelin for men ’ 

8 Por women what is the height of 
the hurdle used for 100 metres 
and 400 metres ’ 

9 What IS the weight of a two man 
hob in a bobsleigh event’ 

10 In the rccentlv. ended Santosh 
Trophy Football tournament how 
many matches were played all to 
gethcr, and how many were 
drawn’ 

11 Who was the top scorer of the 
Santosh Trophy tournament ’ 

ANSWERS 
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P.Srinlva8-19 

C/o,PV.Rajulu,Qr No E/188/1 
Control Block, Bilaspur, 

Madhya Pradesh 495 004 
T X swimming, acting, gardening 
Naresh Kumar -19 
Pawan Brothers & Co 
Near Bus stand, Balangtr-767 001 
Philately, jaenpals 
Ahamadui Huq - 25 
PO AvaniGaddaDiviSeema, 
Krishna District, (A P) 

Hunting, pictures, cricket 
Jerry Cheljan -18 
C-6 ONGC Colony 
Sabarmati Ahmedabad 380005 
Reading, dance, athletics 
Rupesh C. Shah -18 
M 69 411, Pragatl Nagar, 
Narunpura, Ahmedabad 380013 
Philately, reading, penpals 
P.Prabhu-19 

Poovanibettu House, Iruvail Post, 
Karkal Taluk, Gangilamatta 574 
144 

Cncket music, reading 
Ishwarchand Kanodia -18 

Flat No 7, 5th floor, 

109 Worll Sea Face Road, 

Himalaya Housing Society Bom 
bay 400018 

Driving, correspondence music 
Ramesh M Naik-20 
%/3415 Tilak Nagar, 

Chembur Bombay 4()0 089 
Philately, pop music, jpenpials 
Purbachal Bhattacharyya -17 
B 3/26C Gasta Housing Complex 
Paschim Vihar. New Delhi 110 063 
Penpals, movies music 
Alok Kumar Agarwal -18 
Q No 646 A, Loco Colony 
Allahabad 211001 
Statistics, reading, cncket 
Prasenjit Kumar-17 
193/Kad Hinoo, Ranchi 2 
Penpals, philosophy 
Kaushik Majumadar-17 
Opp S S Memorial College, 

Kanke Road, Ranchi 834008 
Songs, reading, penpals 
Pawan Kumar -17 
C/o Shyam B Murlidhar, 

P O Mariahu, District Jaunpur 222 
161 

Dance, music, movies 
Anjum Akhtar-16 
“Aashiyana” 638, Lanka Colony, 
Khagaul, Patna 801105 
Travelling, cncket, girl friends 
AshokSarkar-18 
Govt Engineering College, 

Bilaspur, Kom 495009 
TT music, reading 
Ms. Shraddha Singh -18 
113/178, Swaroop Nagar, Kanpur 
208002 

Music, travelling, penpals 
Shreevastav'Dinesh -24 
13, P & T Society, 

Behind Ramtlrth-Soclety, 

Jlvraj Park, Vejalpur Road, 
Ahmedabad-380051. 


Engineering design, photography, 
philately 

Dave Gautam 

Gayatnmvas. Near Aninoday So 
clety, 

Jintan Road, Surendranagar 363 
001 

Travelling, cricket, penjsals 

Subhaeish Chatterjee - 20 

Service No 695 219, Intake 148 
Golden Jubilee complex No 6/11 
AF Tambaram/ Madras 600 046 
Music, travelling, penpals 

Ajay Joshi -18 

12 Baird Place, New Delhi Cantt 
10 

Dance, photography, girl fnends 

Subroto De Biswas -18 
49/A, S B De Street, Calcutta 700 
012 

Swimming, cncket, badminton 

Shakeel Ansari « 

C/o, Taha Company, P B No 
1459 

Saidabad, Hyderabad 500 659 
Philately, cricket, jpenpals 

Rajeev Chandra - 21 
Messrs Koka Ram Raj Narain 
Purani Penth.Chandausi 202412 
Badminton, novels, philately 

Sanjay Kumar -16 
C/o R S Prasad, Hawai Mahal, 

Gola Road, Darapur Cantt 
Patna 801 503 

S|3orts, jDainting, western music 
Adapa Sai Snnivasa Rao-16 
H No 1 32 28, Nazerpiet, 

Tenali .522 201 (A P) 

Cncket, philately, chess 

G.S.Mani-21 • 

Qr No 43/4 S E Rly Colony, 

Ajni, Nagpur 440 003 
Western music, T T movies 

Pravin Ralker-17 

Padre Miranda Road, 

Opp Bambino Hotel, 

Margao Salcette, 1 

Goa 403 601 
Music, singing sport 
P N Harlf-19 
Peyycn Associates, 

Post Box No 207. 

•West Kallia, Calicut-3“ 

Cncket, football exchanging 
photographs 

Hemant Kumar Sharma—20 
Ashutesh Nagar. Rishikesh Dist. 
Dehradun-249 403—(U P ) 
Correspondence, music, cncket, 
reading, penpals 
Faisal Samobat - 22 
Post Box No 5074. 

Safat, Kuwait, 

Football, hockey, penpals 

Shaeen Sayeed Satnbulkhan - 20 
Mahatma Gandhi Road, 

Murud Janjira, 

District Raigarh - 402 401 
Cricket, hockey, football 

.1 { kl* 
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ACROSS 

1 What you exclaim with Australia s 
left handed opener on edge' (5 4) 

5 Charlesworth representing Radio 
Industry Council’ (3) 


6 Singh in cncket. Premjit In tennis 
(4) 

7 Well may the ball - the bat if you 
flirt with one outside the off stump 
(4) 

8 Cowans the logical follow up to 

Neither L ’’’(4) 

10 Selected on condition’ (2 2) 

11 Run for the ashes’(3) 

12 What Kim Hughes could have re 
mained of Lefty Allan Border but 
failed to be (54) 

DOWN 

1 What Prasanna wasn't with the 
bat but was with the ball' (4 5) 

2 Superstar L plate behind car (4) 

) West Indian Nayudu as candle 
lighter’ (4) 

4 Not nights of youth but Chris In 
his prime (425) 
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9 The last of the Mohammad 
Brothers hums (4) 

10 In tune with his stature, Gavaskar 
used to build an Innings - by but 
no longer does (4) 


QUESTION 

BOX 

Q. WHAT IS the highest score of 
India against West Indies, New 
Zealand, and Australia? 

-Ratan Kumar, 
ShiIlongh-3 

A AGAINST the West Indies 644 
for 7 declared in the sixth Test at 
Kanpur in 1978 79 


A In 1970 South Africa was 
banned from playing cricket by all 
the cricket playing countries for its 
policy of racial discrimination 

Fill then it had played 17? Tests 
uon 38 Tests lost 77 and drawn 57 
They played their last Test against 
Australia in 1970 

Q. WHAT IS the Test record of 
Vic Richards, Javed Miandad, and 
David Gower, also give their date of 
birth’ 


Madan Lai m 3 1951. and Fazal 
Mehmood 18 2-1927 

Q. WHEN did Dpn Bradman retire 
from Test cncket’ 

— M.N. Damudi, 
(Bangalore.) 


A. DON BRADMAN retired from 
Test cricket on 18th August 1948, 
against England at The Oval. .He 
scored a zero in that Test match' 


Against Australia 510 for 7 de 
dared in the fourth Test at Delhi in 
1979 

Against New Zealand 537 for 1 
wickets in the fifth Test at Madras 
in 1955 56 


Q. WHEN and against which 
country did Graeme Wood of Aus¬ 
tralia make his Test debut? 

-Dinesh Pradhan, 
Nagpur 

A GRAEME WOOD made his 
Test debut In 1977 78 against West 
Indies at St Johns 


Q. WHO HAS hit the fastest fifty 
in first class cricket? 

-Ravi Shankar Saha. 

> Calcutta 

A THE FASTEST fifty in first 
class cricket was scored bv C C 
Inman of Leicestershire against Not 
tinghamshire at Nottingham in 1965 
in only 8 minutes 

Q. WHY IS South Africa not 
playing Test cricket now? How 
many Tests have they played and 
what is their performance? When did 
they play their last Test and against 
whom? * 

„ -Renu Upadhaya. 
u Allahbad. 


-S.Nagesh, 

Hyderabad. 

A AT FHF end of the senes 
against Australia recently Richards 
has played 71 Tests 110 inni.igs 6 
times not out 5579 runs 291 as 
highest 18 centuries at an average 
of 53 64 He has also taken 18 wick 
cts in Tests 

Miandad has played 68 Tests 108 
innings 16 times not out 5044 runs 
280 not out as highest 13 centunes 
at an average of 5^82 He has also 
taken 17 wickets In Tests 

Gower has played 70 Tests 120 
innings 11 times not out 4o53 runs 
9 centuries at an average of 4268 
His highest score is 200 not out He 
has taken one wicket in Tests 

The birth dates of die above 
mentioned rocketers are as follows ■- 
Richards 7 3 1952 Miandad 
12 6 1957 and Gower 1 4 1957 

Q. WHAT ARE the dates of birth 
of the following cricketers: Fred 
Trueman. Madan Lai and Fazal. 
Mehmood? 

-Murtuza Deshganwalla. 

-Ashtsh Kothari, 
Bombay-8. 


A FRED TRUEMAN fa 2 1931 


Q. HQW MANY runs did Greg 
Chappell score in the 1972 73 series 
against the West Indies in West 
Indies? 

— Kamlesh Barucha, 
(Bombay) 


A. IN THE 1972-73 senes against the 
West Indies Greg Chappell scored 
342 runs in 5 Tests, and 8 innings, at 
an average of 48 86 He scored only 
one century in that senes and held 6 
catches 


Q. WHAT are the birth dates of 
Syed Kirroani and Wasitp Bari? 
When and against whom did they 
make their Test debut? 

-Nadeem Akhtar Siddiqui, 
Ahmedabad. 

A. THE birth date of Syed Kirmani 
IS 29th December 1951 and that of 
Wasim Ban is 23rd March 1948 

Kirmani made his Test debut in 
1976 in the first Test against New Zea 
land at Auckland Wasim Ban made 
his Test debut in 1%7 at Lord’s 
against England 







11 inancial comparison 
should ho avoided 


T oday, Indian cricketers are 
really well off and their financial 
' status Is extremely sound These days 
a Test cricketer gets Rs. 14,600 per 
Test plus other perks,and five star 
treatment. Indeed, they are well paid. 

At the same time. It won’t be fair to 
forget the old cricketers Those days, 
our Test cricketers used to get very 
less compared to the present It is true, 
that some of them are facing financial 
difficulty. As such they deserve to get 
some benefits from the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India 

It is good to see Polly Umrigar com¬ 
ing forward with a scheme which 
would help the old cricketers 

After studying his scheme (SW. 
April 10-16, ’85) it seems he is asking a 
bit too much. It IS also astounding to 
note the old cricketers have become’ 
conscious about what they received in 
the past and what today’s cricketers 
get Such comparison should be 
avoided 

Eventhough, in the past the crick¬ 
eters got less, the cost of living was 
less. Cricket gear was very cheap To¬ 
day a good bat costs nothing less than 
Rs.500. So it is unfair to suggest that 
today’s players get more. The present 
cricketers are professionals. They are 
the pieople who actually draw the 
crowds. 1 would, therefore suggest, 
BCCI on its own should offer cash in¬ 
centives irrespective of their seniority 
-S.W. Fadnis. 
Bombay - 400 004. 


Stop this unwanted 
I appealiny cricketecs 


I T WAS DISTRESSING to see the 
Ranjl trophy champions Indulging in 
som.e unwanted appeajing. The close 
in-fielders , of the Bdrhbay team ap¬ 
pealed for catches, \ahlch were ob¬ 
viously not genuine. The intention 
being to fool the umpires. 

1 do not single out the Bombay team 
for this sort of cheating. Almost every 
team Is guilty of this offence. 

What hurts one Is that all top crick¬ 
eters indulge th this sort of unfair tac¬ 
tics. The latest example being that of 
Imran Khan who did not walk out in 
the World Cup finals when the umpire 
(ailed to judgeicorrectly. 

This is a very bad ekample that sen- 
-fbr cricketers are setting for the young¬ 


er generation to emulate. Thus If we 
think on a long term basis, dishonesty 

in sports won’t do any good. Sports¬ 
men must therefore put an end to un¬ 
fair means or unfair means will put an 
end to sports and sportsmen 

-Ravinder Pandit.. 
Juhu, Bombay. 


Grossly unfciir 


T his is to express my opinion 
against the manner in which the 
newly created benefits are very heavily 
favoured towards today’s cricketers , 

Already they are earning a tidy sum 
compared to the past cricketers The 
benefit fund created by Abdul Reh 
man Bukhatir of the CBFS is a case In - 
point 

This fund gives 50,000 dollars to the 
present day cricketers and 15,000 dol 
lars to past cricketers. This is grossly 
unfair At least monetary benefits 
should have been equal. 

-Ashok Guptc, 

Versova, Bombay. 


Pras - a source 
[of inspiration 


I NDIA HAS ALWAYS produced 
great spin bowlers like Subhash 
Gupte, Bishen Bedi, Chandrashekhar,’ 
Venkat and Prasanna Pras has given 
his best as a bowler for India and now 
as a manager of the team • 

Although Gary Sobers placed him 
only next to Gibbs he has played a sig¬ 
nificant role for India. He has been a 
source of inspiration to the younger 
players of our country. He very much 
deserved the benefit match. There 
could have been no better way of ac¬ 
knowledging his services to Indian 
cricket 

-P Ramesh. 
Wadala. Bombay. 


West Indies have 
a point to prove 


W EST INDIES ARE doing well in 
the home series against the visit¬ 
ing New Zealand cricket team. They 
are doing so for they have a point to 
prove. They are indeed a tremendous 
outfit In one-day games. The results of 
the one-day series against the Kiwis 
tell their own story. 

The West Indies have romped home 
with four straight runaway victories. 
The fourth one-day game at Port-of- 
Spain was highly one sided with Joel 
Garner cutting through the top half of 
the batting order. Our congratulations 
to these Incredible players from the 
Caribbean Islands. 

-4<avita Basset, 
Lucknout. 


Dislrcs.sinp news 
from New Zealand 


W HEN ALL THE Commonwealth 
countries have united to fight 
against the racist South African re¬ 
gime, there are those who put the 
spanner in the works. 

These are the cricketers and rugby 
players who are enticed by fabulous 
sums offered by touts and agents open 
ating surreptitiously. 

New Zealand has always been in the 
centre of such controversies. There 
have been many cases of New Zealand 
having sporting links with South Afri¬ 
ca, in the past. 

Now we hear the news of the New' 
Zealand Rugby Union’s decision to 
send a team on tour to South Africa 
Such actions are only going to weaken 
the stand against South Africa 

Due credit must be given to the New 
Zealand Prime Minister, David Lange, 
for opposing such tours. But it is sad to 
know that even a Prime Minister is po 
wcriess and cannot prevent such 
tours 

-Sunil Poduval, 
Duddley, England. 


Indian badminton | 
is on the decline 


T he recently concluded Na¬ 
tional Badminton. All England and 
the Asian Championship, have high¬ 
lighted the decline of Indian ' bad¬ 
minton The question that immed¬ 
iately arises is what are the factors 
clouding our talent? 

Maybe our players worry about 
equipment, food, clothing and money 
Yet, in the 50’s and 60’s we had good 
plasters like Dipu Ghosh. Dinesh 
Khanna, Suresh Goel and Nadu Natb- 
kar 

When world badminton has taken 
such giant strides, the Indians have 
’ocen left lagging behind in all the ne¬ 
cessary inputs - practice facilities, 
equipment, coaching and training 
methods 

Basically the Indian badminton 
equipment is ipoor’cofnpared t»say. 
Yonex or Carlton. Our government 
must, therefore remove the impxsrt 
ban on racquets as most of these are 
beyond the reach of the majority with 
prices around Rs.400. And further In¬ 
dian shuttles lose shape after a few 
' hard smashes or a long rally. 

We have good young players but if 
these fundamental problems are not 
sorted out, Indian badminton will con¬ 
tinue to remain In the present state for 
years. 

* -^hllbhadra Datta, 

Calcutta«709m 
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The four most advanced Kodak films 
the world has ever seen. 



The Kodacolor VR Films. 


The family of 35 mm Kodacolor VR* 
films embodies drornotic advances in 
speed, gram and sharpness 

Kodocoloi VR 100 IS Kodak's 
sharpest colour print film, suitable (or 
■xtreme close-ups and scenes with much 
detail 

Rendition of vibiant colours and 
clarity make Kodacolor VR 200 
amazingly versatile and ideal as a 
general purpose film 

For fost-oction or fading light the 
'ight film is Kodacolor VR 400 Its clear 
ine-grain pictures make it perfect (or 


sports photography, both indoors and 
outdoors, as well os for telephotcj shots 
When the lighting is poor or the 
action IS veiy fast, Kodacolor VR 1000 is 
the film lo use This remarkable film 
produces excellent results even in 
candlelight and in indoor situotions 
where a flash is inappropriate, such as 
theatrical presentations 

Even the revolutionary disc film is 
now available in the VR family as are 
the 110 and 126 films 

* Available at all leading 
photographic stores. 



Indio Photographic Company Limited-a Kodak affiliate 
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If you think you know 

what inspired Kinetic to design India's most popular two-wheeler, 

you're wrong again. 


It was the length of your arm. 

And your wife's sari. 

The arm length of an average Indian differs from 
others A fact we considered when designing a vehicle 
with the right distance from seat to handlebar And 
because most Indian women wear sans, they need a 
lower chassis frame, to get on easily Ample proof that 
we do not merely copy a foreign product, but create, 
design and develop vehicles to suit Indian conditions 
And constantly improve our products to give you 
maximum reliability, lowest maintenance cost and 
highest resale value 

It's this kind of innovative spirit that has helped Kinetic 
become the fastest-growing company in the two¬ 
wheeler business 

Soon, Kinetic will be launching a new range of two- 
wheelers Suited to our conditions and built especially for 
us Indians 

So now that you have a choice of two-wheelers, 
remember the big name in the business 
Kinetic Engineering Limited 


Ktnene 

BtomeernGi/M/reo 

That'S right-the Luna and Spark people. 
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A bath with LIFEBUOY leaves you 
clean... gives you that healthy 
feeling of freshness. It's a healthy life 
with LIFEBUOY. Renrtember... 

LIFEBUOY 
washes away 
the germs in dirt 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or sin^e 


IFYOPCAHAMg W BR"YE8"TO 
3 (niT CF4 OF THESE QDESnOHS 
YOU DO HOI HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVERS YOOR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOOR DOORSTEP 


1. 

On Sunday morning, does your nowapapor live up lo your expectations 7 

YESOHOn 

2. 

Do Khuahwant Singh, Kuldip Nayar. Beian Darwwraia, M. V Kamath 
and other celebrities vlail you every Sunday'' 

YESDEOn 

3. 

Does Nutan help solve your personal problems, and can you consult 

Or R. Wadia lor your ailments every Sunday^ 

YEsnson 

4. 

Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you can 

YEsnHon 


If your answer to ar^ three of the above questions is NO, then it^ 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy! Insist that he bring you' 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunder complete, 

SUNDAY 

MID-DAY 

THE COMPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
Published from Bombay 
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PAGE 6 

AND NOW COMES Sadanend 
Vishwanath, Kirmani's Karnataka 
taammate, heralding the arrival of' 
the youth brigade in Indian -cricket 
along with Ravi Shastri, Siva and 
Azharuddin. Ayaz Memon profiles 
Sadanand Vishwanath and R. Ar- 
vindam writes a special piece from 
Bangalore on India’ new blue eyed 
cricket (lero. 

PAGE 13 

THE WEST INDIES completed 
the latest of their clean sweeps 
with another crushing victory over 
New Zealand in the fifth and final 
One-day International Tony Cozier 
reports. 

PAGE 19 

THE BEST BATSMAN of my 
time? It's a question which has 
been asked of me so often, before 
my retirement and since, that if it 
doesn't crop up in the course of a 
cricket conversation I start to feel 
neglected," says Dennis Lillee in his 
book Over and Out'. The first of the 
exclusive extracts from the best¬ 
seller. 


PAGE33 

INDIAN AIRLIjNES put up a splen¬ 
did display in the final of the Bom¬ 
bay Gold Cup Hockey tournament 
to beat fancied Pakistan Interna¬ 
tional Airlines in the final It was ac¬ 
tually a no contest David D'Souza 
reports. 

PAGE44 

BUBBLING WITH new confi¬ 
dence, Conti came back to Italy and 
the following season he played a 
leading role in winning the league 
championship for Roma - a feat the 
club did not achieve during the last 
40 years. Continuing the series 'Su¬ 
perstars of Soccer by Debabrata 
Chowdhury with Bruno Conti. 

PAGE48 

THOSE WHO HAVE taken an all- 
Calcutta final for grapted must be 
having SECOND THOUGHTS 
AFTER Salgaocar's fine showing in 
the Federation Cup football tourna¬ 
ment. Salgaocar . are already 
through to the semi-final with an all 
win record. Our correspondent re 
ports. 
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COVER STORY 


■SADANAND VISHWANATH 


The lad with the 
‘golden gloves’ 


By Ayaz Mention 


C ricket is largely a batsman's 
game. Unless you happen to be 
an allrounder like Botham, Kapil, 
Imran and Hadlee or a Lillee, Mar¬ 
shall or Holding since the bowlers 
are also relatively unimportant as 
far as public adulation or acknow¬ 
ledgement goes 

The wicketkeepers remain gener¬ 
ally unsung. No other job on the 
cricket field is presumed' to be per¬ 
formed with greater efficiency than 
that of the keepers. An outstanding 
display behind the stumps goes un¬ 
heralded A poor performance rare¬ 
ly escapes criticism. The rewards 
are petty. Usually a favourable men¬ 
tion in the autobiography of a lead¬ 
ing bowler or captain. It is a thank¬ 
less task. 

There are exceptions though 
Rod Marsh, brash and arrogant, 
was as much of a media star as Lil¬ 
lee apd Chappell. Alan Knott, wis- 
pish and frail, was always in focus 
as much due to his brilliant keeping 
as to his constant acrobatics on the 
field. 

In India we have had the flam¬ 
boyant Farokh Engineer whose gre¬ 
garious personality endeared him 
not just to the home supporters but 
also the opposition He was. suc¬ 
ceeded by Syed Kirmani, an out¬ 
standing wicketkeeper who began 
sedately but by the time he reached 
the dusk of his career, his bald pate 
had become as famous as Gavas¬ 
kar's broad blade 

And now comes Sadanand Vish- 
wanath, Kirmam's Karnataka team¬ 
mate, heralding the arrival of the 
youth brigade in Indian cricket 
along with Ravi Shastri, L. Sivara- 
makrishnan and Azharuddin 

Sadanand Vishwanath made a 
very engrossing picture Channel 
Nine's omnipresent cameras 
missed very little of the action dur¬ 
ing the World Championship of 
Cricket and one of the more com¬ 
pelling sights was this small-built 



proved that he has the qualities of a 
good or even great ’keeper 

lad from Karnataka, all concentra¬ 
tion behind the stumps, now angry, 
and gleeful, now cajoling the 
bowler to do better, egging on the 
fielders, appealing loudly, elation 
and dejection - all registered clearly 
on his expressive boyish face 

And yes, he kept wickets beauti¬ 
fully, with great style and aplomb to 
make his own distinct mark on the 
tournament 

What appealed most was his to¬ 
tal involvement in the game It is 
not often that players give the cre¬ 
dit for a victory to another player 
But that IS just what Kapil Dev did 
when the Indian team returned 
from Australia 

Kapil attributed his and the other 
bowlers' success Down Under to 
Sadanand Vishwanath. "He was a 
tremendous source of inspiration 
for us. He always kept encouraging 
us by telling us that we must get a 
wicket with every delivery. VVhen 
the bowler realises that the fielders 
and the wicketkeeper are giving off 
100 per cent he feels like giving off 
120 per cent" 

There could be no higher tribute 
, t.o Vishwanath. In the World Cham-, 
pionship of Cricket and irt the 


Rothmans cup in Sharjah, Vishwan¬ 
ath dropped a simple catch in the 
initial stages. Nothing else got past 
him in both tournaments. His col¬ 
lections were sure, his catching 
certain, his stumpings flashy and 
rapid. 

The wicketkeeper is the fulcrum 
of the fielding side more so in the li¬ 
mited overs game. In the words of 
Engineer, "The 'keeper is half the 
side in limited overs matches." 

Engineer is not blowing the trum¬ 
pet for his own flock. With defen¬ 
sive field placements, sans close-in 
fielders, the wicketkeeper has to do 
more than his normal share of 
work. 

Vishwanath has proved, in the 
two major tournaments he has 
played in, that he has the qualities 
of a good or even great 'keeper in 
him. He has superb hands, balance, 
athleticism and almost uncanny an¬ 
ticipation. Courage, too. 

At a critical juncture in the India- 
Pakistan final, he dared to stand up 
to Madan Lai to thwart Imran Khan 
who was repeatedly transgressing 
the limits of the popping crease. 

His keeping to the spinners, Siva 
and Shastri, was exemplary. He has 
the ability to read the spin from the 
bowlers hand which facilitates an 
early and correct positioning for 
collection. His footwork is superb 
and the number of stumpings he af¬ 
fected in the two tournaments off 
Siva and Shastri speak volumes of 
his fine reflexes and clean collec¬ 
tion. 

Vishwanath has been on the peri¬ 
phery of international cricket for 
some time. He assisted Karnataka 
and South Zone for a couple of sea¬ 
sons whenever Kirmani was eway 
on duty and had performed impres¬ 
sively to place himself on the short¬ 
list as Kirmani's deputy for India. 
His battle was primarily with Kirani 

contd.onixlO , s, i 
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Sadanand Vishivanath 


NAME Sadanand Vtshwanath 
Nickname Vishy 
Star Sign Sagittariu 
Height b ft 9 ms 
Weight 69 kqs 
Hair colour Black 
Marital Statu$ Sinqlc 
Favourite Dish I asaqne 
Favourite Drink Champaqn 
Favourite TV Show Dallas 

Favourite Magazine India To 
day 

Last Book read Chnssie by ( h 
lib Evert 

Favourite Holiday Resort Von 
ice (I keep dreaming cif itl 

Favourite Relaxation Sann i 
and Swimming 

Own Car Onitswiyanytimo" 

Favourite Music WHAM Rod 
Stewart Laura Branniqan 

Favourite other Sport lonnis 

Fears God Hosjut ilb and iii)iii 
les 

Superstitions put oi m\ iiqtil 
pad fust to qpt thing, join ) iglit 
from the beqinning 

Favourite Ground Sydnc\ 

Luckiest Break When c host n to 
paly for India in the One Day Inter 
national at Bangalore this yt^ar 

Most Memorable Match 
Against England in the World 
Championship of Cricket senes it 
Sydney where I got five victims 

Biggest Disappointment None 
really' 

Worst Injury Broken left arm 
while cycling to school 

Most promising Teammate 
Ranji teammate Raniit Khanwilkai 

Countries played m India Aus 
tralia England UAE Sri Lanka and 
Zimbabwe 

Most difficult bowler to keep 
against Past-BS Chindiasekhar 
Present - I hope I don t find an\ 
bowler difficult 

Favourite All time Player Sunil 
Gavaskar 

FirstTeam Sfa'Cricket Club 

Ambitions To keep playing for 
my country as long as I can 



19SS 



[1^[PROrtLE 

Vishwanath’s here 
for keeps! _ 

By R. Arvindam 


^■r* IGER PATAUDI's close-up 

I was nice and clear on the TV 
screen, but his comments on Sa- 
danand Vishwanath's selection for 
the World Championship of Cricket 
tournament in Australia were not 
so nice - not to Vishwanath any¬ 
way 

Pataudi was not in favour of his 
selection It so happened that Vishu 
was listening to that programme in 
Bangalore and he was so angry that 
he pointed his finger at the TV set 
and said, III prove you wrong Tiger 
I'll prove you wrong 

And that's exactly what he did 
with a brilliant show behind the 
stumps Had there been an award 
for the best wicketkeeper in that 
tournament the handsome Blue¬ 
eyed lad from Karnataka would 
have won it hands down 

All the Channel Nine commenta¬ 
tors like Richie Benaud, Ian Chap¬ 
pell and others had high praise 
for this 22-vear-old keeper whose 
best performance was five victims 
in the match against England at 
Sydney 

Vishwanath met Pataudi in Shar¬ 
jah during the Rothmans Cup tour 
nament and told him how he felt 
about his comments on TV and 
how he had vowed to prove Tiger' 
wrong Pat coolly replied, I am glad 
you proved me wrong' That was a 
good show 

Succeed 


Now It's the Test scene for him 
and he admits it is a different cup of 
tea altogether But here is a lad who 
has guts and confidence aplenty 
and always one to meet any chal¬ 
lenge anywhere And I am sure he'll 
succeed in a big way 

Right from his school days at St 
Anthony's he had that quality of 
perseverance Nothing stopped 
him He used to play all games in¬ 
cluding football and hockey, but 
when he went to St Joseph’s he 
decided to give serious thought to 
the game of Cricket 


Why cricket and why wicket- 
keeping in particular? "Well', says 
the genial youngster. It was just 
one of those things Whenever I 
used to go to a cricket match I used 
to give particular attention to the 
wicketkeeper So I think that in¬ 
fluenced me to don gloves' 


It was cricket all the way for us 
During lunch, during free time and 
in the evenings it was just cricket - 
and we used to enjoy the game th¬ 
oroughly 

Always a believer in aiming high, 
Vishwanath jokingly recalls the day 
he went for trials for the selection 



Sadanand Vishwanath... “/ have come a long way and I have a tong 
way to go" 
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of tho Bishop Cotton junior team 
and was rejected on some techni¬ 
cal ground. The same evening he 
went for trials for selection of the 
senior team! 

It was when Vishwanath entered 
the St. Joseph's Commerce College 
that cricket became a 'real passion' 
for him. He touched excellent form 
in Inter-Collegiate cricket and was 
chosen 'best wicketkeeper' in two 
tournaments. Yet he failed to find a 
place in the state junior squad. 

That, however, did not bother 
him. In 1979 he was chosen re¬ 
serve wicketkeeper for Karnataka - 
and understudy to Syed Kirmani for 
whom he had tremendous admira¬ 
tion. He IS the best wicketkeeper I 
have ever seen' says Vishwanath. 
He has always been helpful passing 
on a hint here and a hint there and 
coming from such a great wicket- 


keejMr tt boosted one's confi¬ 
dence.' 

The year 1980 wns an excellent 
year for Vishwanath. That was the 
year he joined Syrrdicate Bank and 
on the advice of A.V. Jayaprakash 
kept wickets for the Bank. 

This indeed was a big break for 
him, for he feels that it was here th¬ 
at he toughened mentally. The 
reason? 'I was playing with top 
players like Chandrasekhar, Vi- 
jayakrishna, Jayaprakash and 
others and it gave me tremendous 
confidence. Keeping wickets 
against Chandra in particular was 
difficult but I improved with every 
outing. Thereafter I was ready for 
anything'. 

Sadanand made* his Ranji debut 
for Karnataka at Bijapur with Kir¬ 


mani away on tour. The sathe ybst' 
came his Ouleep Trophy debut and 
he distinguished himself with six 
catches in an innings breakirtg Far-; 
okh Engineer's record of five. On b« 
went to play in the Cricket Associa^ 
tion of Bengal's Golden Jubilee , 
tournament for South Zone. 

Former Test star of Hyderabad 
M. L. Jaisimha, a shrewd judge of 
talent had high praise for him and 
said he was the most promising 
wicketkeeper around. 

Nothing succeeds like success. 
And Vishwanath soon found him¬ 
self in the Young India team for Sri 
Lanka and playing in the first Test 
won the 'Man of the Match' and the 
Best Keeper award. 

In 1981 he toured England with 
the Young India team again and it 
was here that he met Farookh En¬ 
gineer who was pretty impressed 
with his wicketkeeping and passed 
on some useful hints to him. 

Back home, oozing with confi¬ 
dence, there were no games for him 
but in 1982-83 with Kirmani off to 
the West Indies, Vishwanath 
donned the gloves for Karnataka 
again and showed his prowess as a 
batsman with superbly consistent 
displays. 

Magnificent job 

This was the season when this 
lad, who used to bat even nine 
down, made his debut as an opener 
for Karnataka and did a magnificent 
job. Brijesh Patel who was Karnata¬ 
ka's Captain then spoke highly of 
his performance. Vishwanath's bat¬ 
ting was at its best in the final 
against Bombay at Bombay which 
Karnataka won with a sensational 
batting display. He got 93 and 77 
and played in the Wills, Deodhar 
and Ouleep Trophy tournaments 
and was soon off to Zimbabwe 
with the Und6r-25 team. 

In all his trips abroad Ravi Shastri 
was his captain. How did he like 
jalaying under him? Ravi is a great 
captain and he knows how to get 
the best out of the team. Zimbabwe 
turned out to be a good hunting 

round for Vishwanath for he had i 

1 victims in 10 games, won two 
Man of the Match' awards and was 
declared best fielder twice. 

Then came the most memorable 
moment in his cricketing career - 
playing for India in the One-day In¬ 
ternational in Bangalore against 
England. There were some favoura¬ 
ble and some unfavourable com¬ 
ments in the press about his 
selection and the fact that he was 
replacing the great Kirmani, put a 
lot erf pressure on him. But as the 
maxim goes, the moment pro- 
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duces the man'. And the pressure 
brought out the best in him. 

At Chandigarh Vishwanth had a 
feeling that he would make it for the 
Australia trip and ne did. And what 
he did there is history. 

What next?'I have come a long 
way and I have a long way to go. 
says the youngster. 'There will be 
no complacency, no cockiness for 
me." 

Vishwanath always keeps fit and 
trim by regular exercises and plays 
tennis. 'I am particular about what I 
eat and there will not be any extra 
dessert for me’. 

. Yes, he is going to stay at the top, 
this lad, for his best quality is his 
perseverance. His coach K.B. Tara- 
pore who has known him since the 
age of 10 says, he has come up the 
hard way and one quality I have al¬ 
ways liked about him was his per- 
serverance. 

Vishwanath is always seeking 
advice. Whenver he felt that he did 



With his immediate predecessor. Sped HIrmanl... "he is the best 
wicketkeeper / have ever seen,” saps Vishwanath 


something wrong he used to seek 
the advice of seniors and quickly 
make amends. In fact whenever he 
used to meet top players, past and 
present, he used to seek their ad¬ 
vice and pick up the finer points of 
the game. 

When asked what his ambition 
was, pat came the reply; 'To keep 
playing for my country as long as I 
can' and knowing him so well, one 
feefs that he will be there, right at 
the top for years and years to come. 


The lad with the golden gloves... 


from p. 6 

More and Chandrakant Pandit, both 
bright young cricketers in their own 
right 

V ishwanath was selected for the 
Young India team's tour of Zim¬ 
babwe last yeai where he was one 
of the few successes. Manager Na- 
ren Tamhane, himself a former 
India wicketkeeper, on the team's 


return sounded out that Vishwan 
ath was definitely India mate/ial. 

After his outstanding display 
against the Englishmen when the 
India Under-25 played at Ahmeda- 
bad last winter, Vishwanath was 
only a step away from being select¬ 
ed to play for India. 

With Kirmani deemed to be too 
old for the taxing one day games, 
the choice for the keeper was limit¬ 


ed to More, Pandit and Vishwanath 



More was tried for a couple of 
game* but was* found wanting 
Vishwanath made his debut in the 
one day match at Bangalore and 
since then there has been no look¬ 
ing back for him. 

It is moot point whether Sadan- 
and Vishwanath will be retained foi 
Test matches. On the evidence of 
his performances last season there 
is no reasoq why he should not be. 
Kirmani is not getting any younger, 
though he did enough in the. Test 
, series against England to warrant 
his retention. But nobody would be 
happier than Kirmani if Sadanand 
Vishwanath succeeded him. 

At present Vishwanath is very 
much The lad with the golden 
gloves' fair his teammates and In¬ 
dian cricket followers. But he would 
do well to realise'ihat Test matches 
are a different proposition. One 
cannot afford to get too frenzied 
and hysterical in them, as Vishwan¬ 
ath is wont to do. Generally, Test 
matohes require as much of pa- 
tiertce and perseverance as skill. 
Aggression is a wrtue. Melodrama 
is not. ! 














There wpre some unfavourable comments 
mthe press about Sadanand Vishwanath’s 
selection, and the fact that tie was - 
replacing the great Kirmani, put a lot 
of pressure on him. But as the maxim ^ 

goes, ‘the mortfeht produces the man’ 

And the pressure brought out the best 
in him..._- / . -. ■ ' ■ - 
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PlayielUt 8rldgefown on ApilllSL 


Windies complete sweep 


From Tony Cozier in Barbados 


T he West Indies completed the 
latest of their clean sweeps The 
"blackwash" of the fashionable 
idiom, with another crushing vic¬ 
tory over New Zealand in the fifth 
and final One-Day International 

Desmond extended his remarka¬ 
ble sequence of One-Day centuries 
to eight with 116, sharing a second 
wicket partnership of 184 with 
Larry Gomes 78, from 33 overs th¬ 
at formed the basis of the daunting 
West Indies total of 266 for three 

An asking rate of 5 4 an over was 
clearly beyond the New Zealanders, 
even on an ideal pitch and a dry, 
hard and fast outfield Yet they 
again batted pathetically, their 
challenge was destroyed when th¬ 
ey lost John Wright in the 11 th 
over and Geoff Howarth and Martin 
Crowe in the next 

Their problems were typified by 
their young No 3 Ken Rutherford 
who spent an hour arid 20 minutes, 
23 overs and 69 deliveries over 18 
almost embarrassing runs 

In the end when their batsmen 
attempted to provide a crowd of 


SCOREBOARD 

WEST INDIES Haynes c Coney b thatfreld 116 
Richanison c Coney b Chatlield J 1 
Gomes c Jeff Crowe b Cairns 78 


Rirhards (not out) 33 


Logia (not out) 11 
Extras (lb S w 1 )6 

Total (for three wickets 49o«ers)266 


FALL 1 31 2 21S 3 223 

BOWLING Troup 10 0 67 0 Hadlee 9 1 26 0 
Chattfield 10 1 62 2. Cairns 10-1 83 1 Coney 
10 O 63 0 

NEW ZEALAND Howarth c Du|on b Davis 6 
Wripht c Richardson b Gamer 22 

Rutbarford r Holding b Harper 18 
MamnCrowsclogiabOaviae . t 

Coney b Baptiste 6 Jeff Crowe c Logie b Harper 
- 30 

Cairns c Logie b Harper 5 
Smith c Garner b Devis 3 7 


Hadlee (not out) 16 


Troup (not out) 0 

Ektrsa (lb 6 nb 2 w 1)8 ^ 

Total (for eight wickeni 49 overs) 163 

FALL 1-30 2-40 3 36 4-47 6 84 6-98-7 104 
8 162 


BOWLING Oarf>et9-2 10^1,Oawa8-0-32 3 Bap- 
tiate 7-1-11-4 HoldInB 6-110 1 Haiper*^ 
10-0-38-3, Rioharda 8-0-31-0 Gq|fia4 3 l-lB 0 
Logl* l-O-T-O 


-14, IMS 


10,000 with a little belated enter¬ 
tainment wickets fell steadily to 
catches in the deep 

Haynes and Gomes dominated 
the first half of the day Dropped 
when 13 off hiS own bowling by 
Ewan Chatfield, Haynes followed 
scores of 146 not out and 85 not 
out in the last two matches with his 
eighth century in his 87th One-Day 
International, more than any one 
has ever made 

He hit two sixes off consecutive 
balls from Gary Troup and eight 


fours before hoisting a catch to 
deep mid-wicket 

Gomes also enioyed himself, tak* 
ing nine fours from 92 delivenes 
and offering several uncharacteris¬ 
tic cross-batted slogs in the true 
tradition of one-day cricket 

At the end, Vivian Richards sup¬ 
plied more muscle to the West 
Indies innings with 33 from 23 
balls with a SIX and four fours 

That, effectively was the end of a 
contest that was more a half-day 
than a One-Day International 



i -I-W..... .— -* 

Lorry Gomes... eri{oved himself playing uncharacteristic, cross-batted 
shots while scaring 7S runs 
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ENGLAND TOUR OF WEST INDIES 


ii/i 


Guyana firm on ban 


From Tony Cozier 


E ngland S tour of the west in 
dies next year is definitely on 
the president of the West Indies 
.Cricket Board of Control Allan Rae 
and the secretary Steve Camacho 
have kept repeating of late What 
territories will be included in the 
Itinerary however will not be clear 
until the Board finalises it at its 


ven unofficial assurances from 
other governments that England 
will j?e admitted without any pre 
condiOons concerning team selec¬ 
tion 3 position apparently support 
ed by the Commonwealth Secre¬ 
tary-General Sir Sridath Ramphal 
himself Guyanesg 
On the other hand one senior 


meeting in Kingston in late May 

If one IS to judge by the state 
ments of the President of Guyana 
Forbes Burnham there is little hope 
of the England team being allowed 
to play there if it includes players 
who have gone to South Africa 

• Guyana has consistently refused 
entry to such players over the 


Board official the president of the 
Barbados Cricket Association 
Peter Short has warned of the re 
percussions for West Indies cricket 
if the tour IS cancelled 

President Burnham took the oc 
casion of the Board s dinner in hon 
our of Clive Lloyd on his retirement 
as captain to restate his govern 
ment s stand 



Republic of Guyana of anyone who 
IS so devoid of human feeling as to 
be in breach of the Gleneagles 
Agreement and to go to South Afri¬ 
ca to play 

He added We cannot be polite 
on a subject like this Let us not be 
fooled let us not be soft-soaped in¬ 
to being nice and compromising 

Short s comments were made at 
the opening of the new Sir Garfield 
Sobers Pavilion by the most illus¬ 
trious of Barbados several illus¬ 
trious cricketers himself, at Ken¬ 
sington Oval the Test ground 

Pointing out that the West Indies 
Board had a schedule of publicly 
announced and ICC-ccnfirmed 
tours until 1990, he said that failure 
to meet these obligations having 
special regard to our commitment 
to the Gleneagles Accord would 
probably jeopardise West Indies 
continued participation in interna 
tional cricket 

Assurance 

He saw it as significant that India 
and Pakistan had agreed to host 
the next World Cup in 1987 with an 
assurance that all teams would be 
accepted without any conditions 
on players who had been to Soutl^ 
Africa 

Let us ensure in our anxiety to 
show solidarity with some well- 
intentioned UN resolution we do 
not unwittingly strengthen the en¬ 
emy s camp and indeed take a 
positive step towards isolating our¬ 
selves, he said It is of prime im¬ 
portance that we do everything 
possible, without compromising 
our position to piaintain the inte¬ 
grity of our scheduled Test pro¬ 
gramme' 

The new Barbados Prime Minis¬ 
ter Bernard S 4 John, who also 
spoke at Ihe opening of the Sobers 
Pavilion was guarded on the sub¬ 
ject but said It would be discussed 
at the Commonwealth Caribbean 
Heads of Governments Conference 
in July and he hoped a common po¬ 
sition could be taken, allowing Eng¬ 
land s tour to take place unhin 
dered 
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The Georgetown dossier 

Centuriac (40) 

W EST INDIES have compiled 
23 centuries at GeorQa- 
town-7 vs Eng, 5 each vs Aus & 
Pak, 4 ve Ind, and 2 vs NZ (including 
Richardsons career-best 185 in 
the recent Test) 

Opponent-countnes have a tally 
of 20 centuries at this venue-7 for 
Eng, 3 each vs Aus & NZ (including 
Martin Crowe s career-best 188 in 
the Recent Test), and 2 each vs Ind 
&P8k 

Highest Partnerships 

T he record partnership at 
Georgetown is 387 for the first 
wicket between Glenn Turner and 
Terry Jarvis for New Zealand in 
1972 The Windies best at this 
venue is 269 for the second wicket 
between Gary Sobers and Clyde 
Walcott vs Pakistan in 1958 

West Indies had not posted a 
century stand in the 1972 Test vs 
New Zealand Now, in the recent 
Test, they have compensated with 
as many as four, the highest being 
191 for the second wicket between 
Desmond Haynes and Richie Ri 
chardson 

Century Stands (41) 

W EST INDIES have compiled 
21 century-stands at George 
towiv-5 each vs Eng & Pak, 4 each 
vs Aus & NZ (including the three in 
the first innings and one in the se¬ 
cond innings of the recent Test) 
and 3 vsInd 

Opponent-countries have a tally 
of 20 century-stands at this ven 
ue-7 for Eng 4 each for Aus & Ind 
3 for NZ (including the two record 
stands for the fifth and seventh 
wickets in the recent Test), end 2 
forPak 

Best Bowling 

I AN Johnsons seven for 44 for 
Australia in 1955 is the record for 
the best innings bowling in any 
Test at Georgetwon, whilst the best 
for the home side is Lance Gibb s 
SIX for 29 in an innings vs Australia 
in 1965 

New Zealand s best innings 
bowling figures at this venue re 
mam Bruce Taylor's three for 105 
in 1972, but in the recent Test Mai 
colm Marshall with four for 110 
bettered the previous Windies best 
at Georgetown against the Kiwis of 
two for 140 by Anthony Bourne 
Howard in 1972 



Inaugural 

Total 

W Indies 

Opponents 

Matches 


Year 

Played 

Won 

Won 

Drawn 

vs England 

Feb 1930 

7 

2 

1 

4 

vs India 

Mar 1953 

3 

- 

- 

3 

vs Australia 

Apr 1955 

5 

1 

3 

1 

vs Pakistan 

Mar 1958 

2 

1 

- 

1 

vs New Zealand 

Apr 1972 

2 

- 

- 

2 



19 

4 

4 
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Updated to Apnl 11,1985, when the second Test ended in a desul¬ 
tory draw-the third in successive Tests at this venue in the wake of 
drawn Tests here vs India in 1983 and vs Australia in 1984 New Zea¬ 
land and West Indies have now contested seven Tests on Caribbean 
soil without a decisive result one way or the other in any of them 


Highest Totals 

T he West Indies total of 511 for 
SIX declared in the recent Test is 
a new record for the highest total 
by the home side against any op 
ponent-country at this venue, sur¬ 
passing the previous record of 471 
set by West Indies vs England in 
1930 and their previous highest 
against New Zealnd here of 365 for 
seven declared in 1972 

Of course, the over-all record for 
the highest total ever reached by 
any team at the Bourda at George¬ 
town in Guyana rests firmly with 
New Zealand who piled up 543 for 
three declared in 1972 

The highest totals by the other 
countries at this venue 540 by Pa¬ 
kistan in 1977, 448 by England in 
1974, 376 by India in 1971, and 
362 for seven by Australia in 1978 

Top Scores 

N ew Zealand's Glenn Turner has 
the honour to head the list of 
top scorers in a Test at Goergetown 
with his marathon 704-minutes in¬ 
nings of 259 with 22 fours in 1972 

The highest scorers for the other 
opponent-countnes Len Hutton's 
169 m 1954 for England, Majid 
Khan's 167 ffi 1977 for Pakistan, 
Sunil Gavaskar's 147 not out in 
1983 for India, and Graeme 
Wood's 126 in 1978 for Australia 

The top score by a West Indian at 
Georgetown remains 209 by Clif¬ 
ford Archibald Rob^ against Eng¬ 
land in 1930 Richie Richardsons 


t 


105 in 465 mmutes with 25 fours 
m dtp recent Test is a new record 
for West Indies vs New ZMiand at 


Iicharans unbeaten 100 in 1972 

The Windies best vs the other 
countries Clive Lloyd s 178 vs 
Australia in 1973 Clyde Walcott's 
145 vs Pakistan in 1958, and Char¬ 
lie Oavis s 125 not out against India 
in 1971_ 
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Innings of 259 fa the highest hwfi- 
iiJdiMf score at (his uenue 










NEW ZEALAND IN WE ST INDIES 
First Test: Port of Spain 















for zero In the second Innings for a 'king pair 
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OVER AND OUT! 
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BOOK SERIAL; EXCLUSIVE 


Viva 

Vivian 


W hat a glorious conceit it 
IS to set yourself up as a one- 
man authority and pass judgement 
on the great batsmen you've played 
with and against in a decade-and*a- 
half of cricket all over the world! 

Can anyone really study such a 
star-studded field and conclusively 
nominate the best of them all? Pre¬ 
sumptuous though It may be, we do 
like to try. 

The best batsman of my time^ 
It’s a questiori vVfiich has been 


By Dennis Lillee 

asked of me so often, before my re 
tirement and since, that if it doew t 
crop up in the course of a cricket 
conversation I start to feel neglect¬ 
ed. 

Choosing your greatesrever 
batsman is a touch more difficult 
than selecting your top bowler. For 
me anyway, the guidelines are not 
as clear-cut. 

When you start talking in terms 
of the Richards (Viv and Barry), the 
Chappells (Ian and Greg) and 
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players like Garry Sobers, qwe 
Lloyd, Sunil Gavaskar, Graeme Pol¬ 
lock, Zaheer Abbas and Javed 
Miandad, picking the best is almost 
like rolling dice. 

You could go one of three or four' 
ways and not be wrorig. It all comes 
down to personal choice. 

With the bowlers, when I come 
to them, I will number rny sec¬ 
tions from one to ten. I will not do 
so with batsmen. I will name only 
my best, the one whose perfor¬ 
mances and ability set him apart 
from the rest 

From then omi shall only genera¬ 
lise, and let you be the judge. 

And the best? It's always nice to 
be partisan if possible. I have al¬ 
ready expounded the virtues of Ian 
and Greg Chappell. In his day, was 
there any better than Doug 
Walters? 

But when we think of genius with 
the bat, when we think of sustained 
excellence over a number of years, 
when we think of competitive 
yearning combined with an almost 
nonchalant disdain for the best 
lirawling in the world, we inevitably 
start to think of the West Indians in 
general and a tiny island called An¬ 
tigua in particular. 

Antigua, for those who don't 
know, exports sugar and a little cot¬ 
ton. But their most exciting export 
is Isaac Vivian Alexander Richards. 

I really think Clive Lloyd summed 
it all up best when the West Indians 
were out in Australia for the Benson 
and Heroes World Series Cup in 
the 198^ B4 summer. 

After a blistering century by Ri¬ 
chards against Australia, Lloyd 
said: "We mere minions just 
watch." What a tribute from his 
captain! And Lloyd, himself a mas¬ 
ter, is not one to throw bouquets 
around extravagantly 

Indeed, if batting is an art, then 











BOOK SERIAL... 



Sunil Gauaskar...‘Sunny and / were never buddies but you 
could not help but admire the little man’s ability 


Viv Richards has been at work on 
the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel for 
years now. But like anyone else, Viv 
is mortal. 

Unlike Michelangelo's work, Viv 
does have weaknesses. I always 
believed that if I bowled to him six 
to nine inches outside the off 
stump, he would eventually lose pa¬ 
tience and try to smash one that 
wasn't quite in the right spot. 

The chance might go to the slips 
cordon or to gully or even to the 
covers if he didn't quite get onto it. 

Over the years, I think I might 
have been partly responsible for ac¬ 
tually improving the man's off-side 
play, but I still feel that he, like most 
top-line batsmen, is troubled most 
by the ball moving outside off 
stump. 

Unfortunately for us bowlers. Viv 
Richards' off-days are rare and his 
"on" days are murder if you ate un¬ 
lucky enough to have the ball in 
your hand. 

He plays all the shots with great 
elegance, he has awesome power 


and he is the most exciting bats¬ 
man in the world because he pro¬ 
duces shots that just can't be found 
in the instruction manual. 

In a batting sense he really is in 
an orbit apart from any ether player, 
but I can make just one more criti¬ 
cism of Viv. It is something which 
really has only recently appeared in 
his batting; somehow, every now 
and again, the Great Man loses in¬ 
terest. 

Usually a model of decorum, he 
has also started to lose his cool oc¬ 
casionally. This has been particular¬ 
ly noticeable when Lloyd, the 
Windies' longest-serving captain, 
has been unavailable. When Viv has 
taken over the reins he has at times 
put tremendous pressure on his 
team-mates. 

But while he rrtay play below his 
expectations from time to time, he 
does everything but hit the stitches 
out of the ball when he is in "one of 
those moods". 

Ribhards' record with the bat is 
still being written and there are 
many spectacular chabters to 


come. He is a freak, and the critic 
who dubbed him "The Black Brad¬ 
man" summed up the man very, 
very nicely. 

It would be unthinkable to even 
touch upon Caribbean cricket with¬ 
out paying a considerable tribute to 
Clive Lloyd, one of the great bats¬ 
men of our time and one of the 
game's most charming people 

Wherever you go in cricket, the 
name Clive Lloyd is spoken in rever¬ 
ent and affectionate londs. His 
value to the West Indies as a mas¬ 
ter batsman and captain has been 
inestimable. 

It's difficult to avoid the old cliche 
when discussing the man, but he 
really is like a fine wine I don't think 
he has batted better than he did in 
India and Australia in 1983-84 - 
and the man was in his 40th year' 
When Clive made his first-class de¬ 
but, Gus Logie, a member of hi.-^. 
Test team now, was only three 
years old. 

One of the beautiful things about 
C.H. Lloyd is that his peace of mind 
and tranquility never seem to be 
disturbed. Diversity seems to keep 
him ticking as he wields that willow 
from one cricket milestone to an¬ 
other. 

There was a time there in the 
1975-76 series in Australia when 
we thought we, had the better of 
Clive. He just didn't seem to be on 
top of things for a while and we 
were picking him up cheaply. 

He really did look wahsed up and 
the bowlers of the world weren't 
exactly broken-hearted to see what 
we thought was the beginning of 
the end of him How wrong we 
were. It didn't take him long to fight 
out of the slump and put the death 
grip on us again 

I suppose the most memorable 
aspect of Lloyd's batting is his im¬ 
mense power. He wields a big stick, 
we all know that, and when he 
wraps those huge hands around his 
trusty blade and slopes out to the 
wicket, as only Clive can, you know 
there is trouble ahead. In form, he's 
a sheer delight to watch, possess¬ 
ing every shot in the book - and 
then somel 

As a captain, he has really been 
the Magellan of West Indies crik- 
cet, first leading it* towards and 
then taking it through change with¬ 
out really having any idea of what 
lay beyond the horizon. 

And he has always led by exam¬ 
ple. 

His record as a captain is une¬ 
qualled and as a batsman, the big 
fella hi» achieved superstar status.. 
Surely a knighthood awaibHirb.;. x! 




It would be leirnss to talk about 
West Ifidian champions without 
mentioning Garry Sobers. Some 
rate him the best all*rounder of all 
time and I think I would have to 
agree. But I can't write in depth 
Sbout his great and obvious talent 
because I didn't really see enough 
6fhim. 

I suppose that in our few con¬ 
frontations - and keep in mind he 
was at the end of his career - we 
finished about square. I remember 
getting him once for a duck - and I 
remember just as vividly a day at 
the M.C.G. when he smashed me 
and the rest of the Australian attack 
all over the stadium in a breath¬ 
taking innings of 254 for the Rest 
of the World. 

As 3 batsman, Sir Garfield was 
obviously one of the greatest, but 
as an all-rounder he must have 
been unique. He could bowl quick, 
medium and spin; he fielded super¬ 
bly; he could even keep wickets if 
necessary. 

No, I didn't see the best of him, 
but 1 saw enough. He is one of the 
few cricketers from any era whose 
deeds are still discussed many 
years after they were performed. I 
suspect they will continue to be 
discussed as tong as cricket is 
played. And that is the real measure 
of greatness 

While statistics are not always 
an infallible guide - or even a fair 
guide - cricket, by its very nature, is 
a numbers game. And one batsman 
who, by statistics alone, must rank 
among my greatest batsmen is In¬ 
dia's Sunil Gavaskar. 

His record is quite remarkable - 
the more so becuase he is an open¬ 
er. Like most Indian cricketers, his 
best performances have been at 
home. 

I never played against him in In¬ 
dia and I don't think we really saw 
the best of him in Australia becuase 
he had trouble adjusting to our 
bounder wickets. 

' I certainly remember one of his 
Australian Test innings - a very 
gritty 70 in 1981 on an M.C.G. 
wicket where the balLwas keeping 
low. 

Much to Sunny's annoyance, I 
trapped him teg-before. He insisted 
that the ball had hit bat first and 
Was inpensed enough to storm 
from the field and take his partner, 
Chetan Chauhan, with him. 

it was, to say the very least a 
strong reaction to losing your wick¬ 
et. it wae ^1 sorted out eventually 
and Gavas^r apologised (as a cap¬ 
tain should. I dusss). Sunny and I 
'wsf»,hev«r buddise, but yoO could 
|^|^^fdnura.|he ttt^msh's 


Another Indian batsman whom i 
respected enormously was Gun- 
dappa Viswanath. "Vtshy” burst on 
to the Test scene at the age of 19 
and immediately became one of In¬ 
dia's batting mainstays. 

He had great flair and the thing 
that impressed (or annoyed) me 
most about him was that he always 
seemed to have all the time in the 
world to play his shots. 

It is most irritaing to a fast bowler 
to give a delivery all he's got and 
have the batsman give you the im¬ 
pression that he's stifling a yawn as 
he moves into the line and plays it. 

But that was Viswanath. Not a 
hair on his head was ever out of 
place. You could bounce a mean 
one at him, he'd avoid it gracefully 
and with plenty of time to spare and 
come up looking immaculate. He 
was unflappable, a professional in 
the true sense of the word. 

It is very difficult to separate Ga¬ 
vaskar and Viswanath on the top 
line of the Indian batsmen of my ex¬ 
perience. Gavasakar achieved more 
recognition because ha was the 
more consistent of the two. I rank 
them equal in their ability and im¬ 
portance to India. 

On quick reflection, it is easy to 
overtook Geoff Boycott among 
cricket's greats. For much of his 
career he has been unwanted and 
unsatisfactory, with his self- 
induced exiles and sulking 
sessions. 

I have been critical of Boycott. I 
felt he dodged the fast bowlers at 
times, that he was totally selfish 
and not prepared to do things for 
his team. I never thought of him as 
the sort of explosive player who 
would win you a Test match. 

But despite his obvious faults. 
Boycott is a scientist once he's out 
in the middle. Technically, he must 
be regarded as one of the great 
batsmen. His record, which he 
guards with fanatical jealousy, is 
outstanding, but most of the time 
he was so lacklustre as to be pathe¬ 
tic. 

Ironically enough. It took some 
one-day matches in Australia for 
him to show that he really could be 
very aggressive. He didn't have to 
wony about that precious averam 
of his and just let himself go. He 
played with reckless abandon (by 
hie standards), showed that he 
could score runs quickly, and dis- 
.piayed shots that even' Viv would 
De proud of. 

In a totally difforent mould comes 
Oavid'Gower, a plean-cyt and con¬ 
genial bloke who ba^s as thou^ he 
has never known fear and rarefy ax- 
padencad uncertainty^ 


At times, Gower's approach is 
not altogether technically corrfbl, 
but he more than atones for that 
with his wonderful eye add superb 
timing. Gower's attitude was amaz¬ 
ing -he sort of bubbles forth. Even 
in moments of greatest stress he 
seemed to be playing village green 
cricket, so relaxed was he. 

Every rtow and then he would 
play and miss and just smilS happily 
at you back down the wicket. He 
knew he'd been beaten and the luck 
was with him. Then, very next ball, 
he would clobber you for four and 
this time luck had nothing to do 
with it. And still he would smile. 

Gower has obviously been ear¬ 
marked as England's next captain 
and that responsiblity might make 
him a more determined character, 
harder to get out and, therefore, a 
much greater player that we have 
so far seen. 

Even though no-one plays South 
Africa these days, it would be al¬ 
most sacrilegious not to mention 
two of their number when discuss¬ 
ing great batsmen. I refer to 
Graeme Pollock and Barry Richards, 
each described at various times by 
people who should know as the 
best batsman in the world. 

It was probably lucky for me, 
then, that I didn't see too much of 
either of them. Pollock was a natur¬ 
ally-gifted player whom I really saw 
for one series. 

Pakistan makes a habit of pro¬ 
ducing class batsmen and the two 
best in my experience have been 
Zaheer Abbas and Javed Miandad. 
Each is a wonderfully gifted bats¬ 
man with his own way of going 
about things. 

Zaheer has been criticised for al¬ 
lowing himself so much room 
against the fast bowlers. It is all 
very well-to criticise, but how do 
you argue with the man's magnifi¬ 
cent record? - 

Javed, too, is a fine player...and I 
still think he has a long way to go. 

One can't realty leave Pakistan 
without mentioning my old spar¬ 
ring partner Majid Khan. He was a 
great player, who had every shot in 
the book, and, like Vishy, just so 
much time. He is also a great bloke. 

Of the Australian players, I have 
already dwelt on Ian and Greg 
Chappell, Doug Walters and Allan 
Border. Add to those the names of 
Sobers, Lloyd, Gavaskar, Viswan¬ 
ath, Boycott Gower, Zaheer and 
Majid, and you've just about got it 
covered... except for the best of th¬ 
em all. 

Vivian Richards, of course. 




AUSTRALIAN TOUR OF ENGLAND 


Sunshine and 
the Ashes 


By Pat Gibson 


M aybe it s because I ve been 
standing on the football ter 
rates all winter that I keep singing 
Here we go here we go here we 
go 

But more likely it s because the 
first class cricket season has )ust 
begun and I m suie I m not alone 
in welcoming it with mote enthu 
siasm than usual 

For <1 start the Australians are 
foming and an Ashes series al 
ways makts a summer special for 
an Englishman particularly when 
we have good reasons for thinking 


we can win it 

And that is certainly the case this 
time 

The fact is that England seems to 
be in a remarkably robust state of 
health considering all that has hap 
pened to them in the past 12 
months 

They have been whitewashed by 
•the West Indies embarrassed by 
Sri Lanka and disgraced in one day 
tournaments in Australia and the 
Middle East 

But in between they overcame 



fan Botham it will be surprising ffhe la hot selected 
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Will Botham 
and the rebels 
knock the 
Aussies 
for a six? 

enormous unprecedented pres¬ 
sures and problems to come from 
behind and win a Teat series in In¬ 
dia 

The strength of character they 
showed in doing that has not only 
confirmed David Gowers position 
as captain but also considerably 
strengthened the hand of the selec¬ 
tors 

They can now say in all honesty 
that the likes of Ian Botham, re¬ 
freshed by his winter break, and 
Graham Gooch one of the 15 re¬ 
bels who have now completed their 
three-year bans for touring South 
Africa will have to fight for their 
places 

I will be surprised if Gooch and 
Botham are not selected imme 
diately but suddenly there is so 
much competition that the opening 
weeks are going to be fascinating 

Just look at the opening bats 
men Gooch knows he will have to 
reproduce last summers blazing 
form to oust either graeme Fowler 
or Tim Robinson who both covered 
themselves in glory in India 

And that s not to mention Martyn 
Moxon Chris Broad Andy Lloyd 
Paul Terry, Peter Roebuck Chris 
Smith Kim Barnett and returning 
rebels Wayne Larkins and Geoff 
Boycott 

At this stage the bowling looks- 
nothing like as strong, but Graham 
Dilley, fit again after a years ab¬ 
sence, Les Taylor another reco¬ 
vered from injury and the ever¬ 
green John Lever will put the 
pressure on the developing Norman 
Cowans and Neil Foster 

And with all-rounders like Arnte 
Sidebottom and Peter Willey back 
in contention, even Botham has 
every incentive to go about his task 
in style 

Cricket has its problems, of 
course There are political ones 
which threaten the fabric of the In¬ 
ternational game, domestic ones 
which caused the Test and County 
Cricket Board to set up a working 
party into the state of play, and so¬ 
cial ones which forced Cncketers' 
Association chairman Gedff Cook 
to remind the players of tt^r ra* 
sponsibitities ' , „ ^, 
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Atl^tRAllA tOlJR OF ENGLAND 


nderman rejects Ashes tour 


By PAT GIBSON 


A ustralia faced up to the bit¬ 
ter blow of losing Terry Aider- 
man from their team to defend the 
Ashes in England this summer 

Alderman is far and away the 
most important of the three memb¬ 
ers of the 17-strong tour party who 
prefer to take part in a rebel tour of 
South Africa in November 

The trio - Alderman, fellow fast- 
medium bowler Rod McCurdy and 
wicketkeepr Steve Rixon - failed to 
meet the Australian Cricket Board's 
midnight deadline for statutory de¬ 
clarations renouncing the South 
African offer 

McCurdy 26 who has never 
played Test cricket, and Rixon 31, 


who has spent most of his career in 
the shadow of Rodney Marsh, will 
not be great losses. 

But Alderman, 28, is in a different 
class He took a record 42 wickets 
on Australia's last tour of England 
in 1981 and with the additional ex¬ 
perience of playing for Kdnt last 
summer, when he took 76 first- 
class wickets, he was obviously go- 
ir\g to be a key figure 

Four qther players who signed 
contracts to play in South Afnca 
have overcome their legal and fin¬ 
ancial difficulties - with a little help 
from Prime Minister ^ob Hawke 
and TV magnate Kerry Packer 

Batsmen Dirk Wellham and 


Graeme Wood, off spinner Murray 
Bennett and wicket-keeper Wayne 
Philips signed their declarations 
following an adjustment of the re¬ 
quired statement 

Phillips explained the players' di¬ 
lemma "I signed originaliy because 
It was a great offer 

'But there are a host of other th¬ 
ings to weigh up and I've given the 
board my assurance I will not be in¬ 
volved with the South African 
tour" 

Meanwhile, the decisions of Al¬ 
derman, McCurdy and Rixon indi¬ 
cate that the rebel tour will still go 
ahead 


THOMSON RISES FROM ASHES 


J EFF THOMSON, Australia s 
34-year-old fast bowler, crept 
into this summer's Ashes series th¬ 
rough the back door 

As a string of pacemen opted to 
join the rebel trip to South Africa in 
the autumn, the Australian selec¬ 
tors handed Thomson a plane tick¬ 
et for England - as their eighth 
choice 

The Aussies turned to Thomson 
who took the last of his 197 Test 
wickets against England two years 
ago, after their plans had been th¬ 
rown into chaos by the tempting 
offers to play in South Africa 

Queensland wicket keeper Ray 
Phillips, New South Wales pace- 
man Dave Gilbert and Thomson will 
fill the gaps 

Thomon almost quit cricket a 
month ago after Queensland lost to 
New South Wales in the Sheffield 
Shield final 



Packer helps In a big way 


A USTRALIA’S cricket team to 
tour England this summer has 
been saved - by Prime Minister Bob 
'Hawke and tV magnate Kerry 
Packer 

The Austalian board was pre¬ 
pared to pick a new side when they 
dlacovercKi that seven of the 17 
players has signed contracts for a 
ft^l tour of Soutb Afnca in No- 

last week, tour of them - 
lUbeMTte yvoi^, Dirk WellhaRi, 

laaMteliwe-iLtssk 


Wayne Phillips and Murray Bennett 
- had pulled out 

The Australian board had already 
said that any player refusing to sign 
a statutory declaration that he had 
not signed for the South Africans 
would be replaced on the England 
tour 

Then last week Hawke said the 
Government was ready to assist 
any cricketer facing legal action for 
breaking a contract to tour South 


Africa 

And a dejected Bruce Francis, the 
former Australia and Essex bats¬ 
man who was organising the rebel 
tour, claimed the players had 
backed off after being offered sub¬ 
stantial cash not to go 
ft must have been substantial 
since the South African contracts 
were said to be worth £ 110,000 

Pat Gibson 
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Sprint swimmers 
gettingtaller 

A CCORDING to a report, sprint 
^ swimmers are getting taller and 
taller. The average height of the 
eight finalists in the 100 m frees¬ 
tyle at the 1968 Olympics was 6 ft 
0314 m . At last years Olympics the 
average height for competitors m 
the -same event had reached 6 ft 
3in. 

The West German Albatross’, 
Michel Gross, who set world but¬ 
terfly and free style short course 
bests fast winter is 6 ft 7 la in. And 
only a fortnight ago, Matt Biondi set 
his third American record m a week. 
He IS 6 ft 6 m. 

Experts all over the world have 
ciftia^rred that height and reach en¬ 
ables an athlete or swimmer to ex¬ 
cel himself Said Alan Lime, manag¬ 
er of the British swimming team 
"Coaches must look for big men 
They have an advantage at the 
starts and turns and becuase their 
longer levels can generate more 
power." 

Caesar’s Palace’s 


rake-off 


"THE BIGGEST financial, winners 
/ from the Hagler-Hearns fight 
have been the hosts. Caesar's Pa¬ 
lace Hotel. They paid the pro¬ 
moters, Top Rank Inc. a site fee of 
$4 million, but the gate receipts 
amounted to about So million what 
with tickets for the specially built 
arena which holds 15.128 people 
ranging from Si 00 to S600. 

Donald Allison, president of the 
Palace explained that the real pur¬ 
pose of special events hke motor 
racing grands pnx. tennis tourna¬ 
ments and boxing matches is to at¬ 
tract gamblers known as high 
rollers 


When an event is scheduled, the 
Caesar s computer prints out a list 
of prospecting betting customers. 

By far. the biggest hook for gam¬ 
blers of any event held by any ca¬ 
sino- is a boxing match," says 
Allison. 

For the Hagler-Hearns match, on¬ 
ly customers with a line of credit of 
over $50,000 had- been invited AH 
those invited received free fight 
tickets and rooms. Major chants 
with credit gas. got four or six fight 
tickets, a suite of rooms, free food 
and drink 

Caesar's Palace are unwilling to 
say exactly how much they made 
over the week end of the fight. But 
Norman Bogart of Gambling Times, 
magazine calculated that a boxing 
match of this type will increase Cae¬ 
sar's weekend winnings by a factor 
of TO On a normal weekend. Cae¬ 
sar's wm between $2-3 million on a 
profit margin of 11 per cent On a 
big-event weekend they could win 
about $30 million 

And what of the poor boxers? 
Well, Hagler was guaranteed a puse 
of $5.6 million and Hearns $5.4 mil¬ 
lion. But that was just the minimum. 

How to lose a 
cricket match 

I I ERES one of the more unusual 
n ways to lose a cricket game. In 
Australian district cricket. NTCA 
dub South Lanceston last month re¬ 
fused to bat on a wicket against 
Westbury at which South alleged 
was not covered. 

Heavy ram fell on the night before 
the game and when South was 2-10 
on the first morning of the match. 
South Captain Francis Woolley 
promptly declared the second in¬ 
nings closed at 0-0. 

Woolley claimed the uncovered 
wicket was dangerous and he did 
not want to destroy the confidence 
o f his predominantly teenage team. 
Westbury captain Grant Page said 
the wicket had not been coverd due 
to a lack of communication. 


No one was really certain- who 
was going to be penalised- Woolley 
or Westbury. Ironically. Woolley who 
played two one day games for Tas¬ 
mania last year, used to play for 
Westbury. 

One relative 
too many 

A PLEA in the Nottingham Even- 

ing Post by Trent Bridge statisti¬ 
cian Peter Wynne-Thomas for the 
descendants of the legendary Arth¬ 
ur Shrewsbury to come forward has 
brought an unexpectedly large re¬ 
sponse. 

"Virtually the whole population of 
Nottingham seem to be related to 
Arthur, " said Wynne-Thomas. "Six 
relatives phoned me and none of th¬ 
em seemed to know each other." 

Wynne- Thomas, currently re¬ 
searching a biography on Shrews¬ 
bury was anxious to talk to realties 
to get a more rounded picture of 
the cricketers' Shrewsbury, who 
played 23 .Tests for England and 
during a first class career from 1875 
to 1902hit 10 double centuries and 
scored 26,439 runs, is, says Wyn- 
ee-Thomas." the greatest player 
without a comprehensive bio¬ 
graphy. " 

The biography is scheduled for 
publication in October 

Stand named 
after 0*Reilly 

•the great spin bowler. BjJl 
/ O'Reilly, one time scourge of 
batsmen who now gives cricketers 
no rest with his insightfuTcolumn in 
the Sydney Morning herald, is going 
,to have a stand named aftef him But 
It won't be at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground. Instead. North Sydney 
Council will honour O'Reilly by nam¬ 
ing a $1 million grandstand at North 
Sydney Ova! after him 

O'Reilly played for North Sydney 
from. 1926 to 1928 and again after 
his spell as a schoolteacher 'up- 










IMMORTAL QUOTES OP CRICKET- 25 


*Ashes to Ashes, dust to dust 
If Thomson don’t get ya, Lillee must’ 


By Prof. Shankar Abhyankar 


A silent borror had struck the 
English dressing room. The 
bulky Colin Cowdrey was totally 
restless in his chair and occasional¬ 
ly he was writhing in pain. There 
were several blue and purple 
patches on his body. That was the 
result of the severe blows he had 
received from the fearsome duo Lil¬ 
lee and Thomson - obviously not in 
the ring, but oh the Sydney wicket 
where Australia and England were 
engaged in a furious battle for the 
Ashes. 

There was panic in the English 
camps and the worst thing was th- 
af this melancholy fact was known 
to every spectators. Colin Cow¬ 
drey's colleagues tdo were cursing 
that terrible pair in the middle, since 
they were also in the same boat as 
Cowdrey 

.The Fourth Test that was played 
between Australia and England 
from January 4, 1975, was indeed 
a affair of bloodshed. And the Eng¬ 
lish team were beaten by such Aus¬ 
tralian superiority that reactions of 
the British Press were bitterly bit¬ 
ing. 

Ian Wooldridge commented in 
the Doily Mail "To play for Australia 
remains the ultimate ambition of 
any male child born in this fiercely 
chauvinistic and still insular 
country. To play for England, I am 
sorry to say, is beginning to look 
just another day's work. The selec¬ 
tors are going to face a difficult si¬ 
tuation this summer, but they must 
be prepared to fape it bravely and 
not be seen to protect personal 
whims or prejudices and be pre¬ 
pared to adiTiit that some of those 
in whom they have haa high hopes 
have let them down. " 

In the said series, Australia 
astablished their supremacy 
beyond question and they were 
leading two-nil after the first three 
Tests. 

Mike Oenness, the poor English 
captain, was so hii:shiy critized by 
the jsress that be took the vital deci- 
aipn of dropping himself from the 
En^h aduad ^or thp Fourth T est. 



The fearsome duo of Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson... the terrible pair in 
the middle 


1975, Ian Chappell, that indomita¬ 
ble skipper of Australia won the 
toss and Ian Redpath and debutant 
Ric McCosker put on 96 lively runs 
for the first wicket. 

Except Doug Walters, every Aus¬ 
tralian batted with purpose and the 
team was successful in amassing 
405 runs. Ric McCosker, on his de¬ 
but scored a glorious 80 runs. Greg 
Chappell was in tremendous form 
and plundered B4’. runs. His 
brother's contribution was not less 
than 53. Even the last wicket added 
37 vital runs 

Willis' 18 overs did cost 80 runs 
and Underwood conceded 54 off 
13 overs. Tony Greig was thrashed 
for 104 runs off only 23 overs. Only 
Arnold could bowl steadily to cap¬ 
ture five wickets for 86 runs off 29 
overs. 

England were in deep trouble at 
123 for five, from which they were 
partially rescued by a brilliantly dar¬ 
ing innings by Knott Having fought 
his way to the third nroming. When 


the,ball was moving all over the 
place, Knott stayed on to score 60 
in an hour of brilliant sunshine after 
lunch. Australia, even so, gamed a 
first innings lead of 110 runs. 

John Edrich, the acting English 
captain, had to go to hospital when 
struck by the first ball from Dennis 
Lillee. England were under tremen¬ 
dous pressure. 

Now came the royal display of 
batsmanship from that tall and 
lanky Greg Chappell. With a beige 
sweater on his broad shoulders, he 
)ust went on betting the English at¬ 
tack. Redpath, at one end was en- 
cumbranced and at the other, 
Chappell did enervate the English 
bowlers. The loftiness of Chappell's 
innings was his authority and pro¬ 
priety. There was not a single 
pEOsaic moment, since poetry did 
flow from Chappell s willow 

Greg Chappell (144) and Redpath. 
(105) put on exactly 220 runs and 
Ian Chappell closed the Australian 
innings at 289 for four 
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IMMORTAL QUOTES OF CRICKET... 


An atmost faultless century by 
Grt;(j Chappell and a dutiful one by 
Redpath meant that Australia were 
always scoring as many runs as th¬ 
ey were likely to need in their se¬ 
cond innings, if not quite as fast as 
ihev would have liked, Chappell ap 
peared to make batting look al¬ 
together easier than anyone else " 

The wicket was still playing true 
and tan Chappell left England as 
many as 400 to make to win the 
match This task was beyond the 
capacity of the English players and 
the only favourable factor was the 
unexpected ram on the fourth day. 
Australia thus entered the last day 
needing jo take all ten England 
wickets to win the Ashes. 

By lunch, England had lost four 
wickets ami with Edrich in hospital, 
the situation was exceedingly 
gloomy Edrich displayed great' 
courage in recommencing his in' 
nings and carrying on the grim 
battle But England were mortified 
to such an extent that the press 
mockingly labelled their dressing 
room as "mortuary" 

By three o'clock, England were 
156 for SIX and the sanguinary was 
in the linal phase Greig, after scor¬ 
ing 54 runs, played an incredibly 



An aimoBt faultless century by Greg Chappell (left) and a dutiful one by Ian 
Redpath enabled Australia score 289for four 


2 ruthlessly sabered on for 98 min- 
tlnsh With Underwood, Willis and Edrich displayed the resolu- 

Arnold to join their captain, ever- which would have saved the 

ything senmed lost game for England had everyone 

But Bk) Bob Willis had different shown the same. From the time he 
ideas vrhilfi taking guard, and he came back, until Arnold's dismissal 



- that was the last English wicket to 
fall - caught at short leg with only 
35 balls left, Edrich set the right ex¬ 
ample. He remained unconquered 
with 30 runs to his credit. Several 
days later it was found that Lillee's 
ball had in fact cracked two of 
Edrich's ribs. 

Several milestones were reached 
and crossed during this crucial 
Test, Which Australia did win con¬ 
vincingly by a margin of 171 runs. 
Mallett captured his 100th wicket 
in his 23rd Test. For England, Ar¬ 
nold reached the same milestone in 
his 29th Test. 

It was the 50th Test for Under¬ 
wood while A.P.E. Knott played his 
100th Test innings. The match at¬ 
tendance of 178, 027 was a Syd¬ 
ney Cricket Ground record. 

During the matcft 884,000 
empty drink cans were removed at 
the end of play. That was the con¬ 
tribution of Sydney Hill alone! 

The English players were booed 
to the extreme and Sunday Tele¬ 
graph even ventured to publish a 
caricatufb of a bat&red English Hon 
taken to Adelaide for the Fifth Test 
in a coffin' 

And thp Sydrtey Hill, even after 
dusk, was singing merrily: 

"Ashes to Ashes, and dust to dust - 
if Thomson don't get ya,' tillee 

must.",- '..r;, ' • 
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A host of new 
crop on display 


By N.A. Ryan 


T he mam prupose of organizing 
this particular tournament by 
the Basketball Federation of India 
has always been to prepare the In¬ 
dian team before the Asian Basket¬ 
ball Confederation (ABC) Cham¬ 
pionship, be It for men or women, 
every alternate year 

This year the onus of holding the 
pre-Asian tournament was on west 
Bengal Basketball Association who 
chose their most enthusiastic dis¬ 
trict organization, Burdwan, to host 
the meet. And they did it creditably 

With the object of selecting pro¬ 
bables during this meet, most of the 
selectors were present ^ Burdwan 


watching the top four top teams th¬ 
at finished in the semifinals in the 
last nationals at Cuttack. Among 
them being Punjab and Rajasthan, 
the winners and runners-up, who 
upset the most fancied - and win¬ 
ners of many a national - the 
Services, who had finished third 
with Railway taking the fouth berth. 

In order that other players from 
various other state teams may be 
considered for the selection, they 
were huddled into a Rest of India 
team besides the hosts. West 
Bengal. 

It was indeed a diffiuclt and stu¬ 
pendous job for the observers of 


the parent body who saw a host of 
new crop on display. None of the 
two top teams, Punjab and Rajast¬ 
han, had their veterans and ex¬ 
perienced players like the indomita-) 
ble Hanuman Singh whose ball- 
handling, swerving dodges and 
uncanny passes have always th¬ 
rilled the connoisseur of this fast 
game was playing. Nor were other 
teammates Narain Kalla, S. Cha- 
tufvedi.They all chose to keep away 
from the tournament so that ydng- 
sters got a chance in the selections. 

The result was that they had a 
completely new team with Sajjan 
Singh at the helm of affairs. Though 
Raiasthan and Pumah lost their uitei 



Fre-Aalan Bosketball Championship at Burdwan 
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Punjab’s Sajjan Singh (left) baskets In the match against 
Rajasthan 


three matches against Services, 
Rest Qf India and Railways they 
showed their latent talent 

Raiasthan had in its team quite a 
number of youngsters like Rajul 
Choudhury, who was not only a 
prolific scorer but also did a lot of 
scheming and had the ability to 
score from far. This sinewy, lanky 
Rajasthani lad has plenty of basket¬ 
ball sense in him. and one had pre¬ 
sumed that the basketball pundits 
would call him for the camps: but 
chose not to include him in the 22 
they selected, before the Common¬ 
wealth Basketball Championship, 
to be held in Kuala Lumpur in Au¬ 
gust this year 

The selectors, however, could 
not ignore another talentd Rajasth 
am player, Pushpender Smgh who 
along with Ram Kumar, son of 
former India international Khushi 
Ram, did a yeoman's service not 
only in the tournament here, but 

against the visiting Russians, 
where he was one of the best of the 
team, and at the Cuttack Nationals. 
Both these players gave some anx¬ 
ious moments to the Rest of India 
in their Round Robin league en¬ 
counter The final scores of 69-62 
in favour of Rest speaks of the tena¬ 
cious fight they put up. 

The neck to neck tussle ,right 


from the beginning, made the Rest 
put out their best and they rema 
ined so till the end of the first half 
when both the teams were locked 
37 

Rajasthan even made Railways 
toil for their victory by a slender 
margin of nine points at 71-62 
True Railways would have won by a 
bigger margin, but Abdul Hamid th-. 
eir mam gamemakef began playing 
his favourite strategy when he 
started fouling frequently, and as a 
result he had completed the stipu¬ 
lated five to be out of the court This 
was, however, no hinderance as th¬ 
ey had at that time enough advan¬ 
tage to be safe. 

Railways who had the services of 
veterans Hamid, Sdyed Bijapuri and 
Satya Prakash, all of whom have 
done, duty for India at one -time or 
the other were a perfect outfit 

This was one of the main reasons 
that Railways were able to show th¬ 
eir class against the inexperienced 
players of other teams. In fact, for 
their teamwork they were able to 
snahtch two vital wins over Rajast¬ 
han and Punjab. But they could, this 
far and no further. They were a' 
complete flop against tfw mighty 
Services, so were they against the 
Rest. Against the latter th^ loift t>y 


over 30 points margin, while 
against Services by a difference' of 
about twenty points. 

The favourites in the last Nation¬ 
als at Cuttack, the Services re¬ 
inforced their team which has been 
saturated with old bogeys like Rad^ 
hey Shyam, Om Prakash Senior, 
Attar Singh and many others. 

The only player who continued 
to show promise was S.C Mali, 
who within a span of less than two 
years has turned out to be one of 
the best player»in the country To a 
lesser extent, the other player who 
showed some promise was Om 
Prakash Junior. The Services have 
over the years been sailing on cloud 
nine. But that heady wine attitude 
was shattered when they lost to 
Rajasthan in the semi-finals. The 
slide down, to a lesser extent, gave 
them the chance to once again re¬ 
coup themselves. But only for a 
brief period. 

In their match against the lowly 
Bengal they were trailing for the 
first 20 minutes, though by a slend¬ 
er margin Whatever the scores, th¬ 
is had a telling effect on the team 
members and they started commit¬ 
ting errors aplenty. 

Though they won the match their 
reputation as the most disciplined 
team was at stake. Their coach, 
Capt. Rajan was visibly upset by th¬ 
is and gave some pep talk to the 
team, and even conducted a late 
evening session at the courts 

This dressing down indeed did a 
lot to the team's morale as they did 
well in their next encounter. But to 
what extent could a veteran player 
last? The Services had to wilt under 
the younger and fitter team, ,the 
Rest of Indid, after both these 
teams had recorded four wins from 
five matches, and were pitted 
against each other in the final on 
the last day 

But what a disappointment! The 
Services and the Rest team who 
were both playing a tension ridden 
match went all on the defensive 
The result was that the score hardly 
ticked. The pace was so slow that 
the players indulged more in faults 
rather than scoring. 

At halt time Rest led a mere three 
points, at 26-23. But suddenly th¬ 
ere was slackening down iji the 
Services teamwork and they crum¬ 
bled like nine pins. 

SeryiceS^lost by a margin of near¬ 
ly 30 points Thus Rest inflicted a 
second reverse bn Services to gam 
the title 

One thing that was discernible 
from this tourpament was, that the 
matches did not produie^big scores 
as one would have expected- The 
three point rule Hr»tfb(^uciedTecbhtf»fr'^ 








tibiiats. i$ an incentive to any long 
ranger - and with most of the Ser 
vices players being over six feet, 
one expected they vvould have no 
difficulty in piling up big scores, but 
it was not to be so 

Against the Railways, Services 
did show this vital improvement by 
shooting in three consecutive three 
point baskets.But that was onlyin 
patches! They need more and hard¬ 
er training for this. 

The only team that took advan¬ 
tage of the three points were the 
Punjab youngsters, especially their 
seasoned player Sajjan Singh. He 
was perfect in form and will be an 
asset for the Indian team 

The 22 players selected after the 
tournament, however, may cast 
aspertions on the selectors as to 
what made them again choose 
veteran players like; the Services' 
Radhey Shyam, Om Prakash senior, 
and Sunil Panda of Bihar who has 
lost the reflexes, and who with the 
exception of foiling stray moves of 
opponents, was more a liability 
than an asset. 

The only redeeming feature of 
the selections was the retaining of 
a number of players from the Rest 
of India team who were excellent 
indeed. The most prominent among 
them being the agile,-R Raian of 
Karnataka 
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Rest of India's Unwin Anthony (left) is abdut to be prevented from 
scoring by the Services’ defenders 


The following are the 22 players 
selected: Sunil Tandon, Ratna Rao 
and Unwin Anthony, and Sunil Pan 
da all from Bihar; R Rajan of Karna¬ 
taka; Radhey Shyam, Om Prakash 
Sr, Om Prakash lunior, Mohunder 
Singh, S C Mail of Services, Mr! 
Hizwan of Andhra Pradesh K S Gill 


of Madhya Pradesh; Abdul Hamid. 
Sayed Bijapuri and Satya Prakash 
all of Railways; Sajjan Singh, Dal- 
winder Singh and Kuldip Singh, all 
of Punjab; Ajmere Singh, Ram Ku¬ 
mar and Pushpendra Singh alt of 
Raiasthan- and Senthyl Vadivalu of 
’'.ii'lil N.'ldu 
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Remember how sraiir heeft siang|: 
H6 w your ioy took wingf 
ber your thirst Limpa with'-h^iclv 
You can still taste that zingl Unieto^; 
lemdni flavour each time you have- 
e :Iiitnoe. The excitement is heeay/ 
fust like the thirst time! ' 
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Indian Airlines 
find a place 
in the sun 

By David D’Souza 



The winners live to fight another day . Indian Airlines with the Gold Cup they won when they beat Pakistan 
International Airlines 4-1 in the final 

T he callous hands ached joyfully 
They had struck a point Age-old 
wisdom had prevailed over fresh 
ness of youth Army Service Corps 
(Jalandhar) found that deceiving 
chink in the armour when they held 
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) 
to a 0-0 draw in the main league 

All India State Bank made them 
sweat in the same league en¬ 
counter before succumbing 0-6 
Tata Sports Club, widened the 
chink found by ASC when they held 
thorn to a 1 1 draw before bowing 
out via the tie-breaker in the semis 

And then Indian Airlines, com¬ 
prising players who had their best 
years behind them broke PIA and 


smashed them into smithereens, 
with a 4-1 victory in the final of the 
Bombay Gold Cup Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment which concluded last week 

And for the first time in nearly 
two decades the crowds came 
back to the sport and the venue, tha 
Bombay Association stadium 
which they had abandoned in dis¬ 
gust 

The spectators, some of them 
who stood for hours outside the 
booking office sat cheek by jowl on 
the groaning stands and watched 
favourites and the only foreign invi¬ 
tee PIA get the worst of the en¬ 
counter 

Indian Airlines who had faced th¬ 


is team two years ago in the Aga 
Khan Hockey tournament and lost 
very narrowly (4-5) made this final 
a grand victonous one 

When PIA entered this tourna¬ 
ment, they must have been under 
the impression that victory will 
come easy In fact Qasim Zia, tha 
PIA skipper who was here two 
years ago, said at an informal meet- 
the-press, don't think there witf 
be any problem Although we are 
pretty young, our team is a fighting 
lot, and inshallah, we'll win " 

However, after the final, Qasim 
Zia was singing a different time. He 
morosely said, - "Indian Airlines 
wereabetjterside ithinkWei^tt^d 
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badly You sea, we had not prac* 
tised as a team for over a month, 
and the only time we met was at 
the airport, before coming here An¬ 
other factor that went against us 
was that we rarely play on grass th¬ 
ese days since all our matches are 
played on Astro Turf ' 

I had written that nothing short 

Pakistan 
International 
Airlines, but for 
the initial 
outburst were 
subdued by the 
Indian heroes ^ 

of a miracle could hold back PIA 
from flying across the border with 
the trophy Well the miracle hap 
pened, and Indian Airlines made it 
come true 

The Indian stars certainly started 
as underdogs Not really but the 
psychological factor hung heavily 
on the Indian counterparts 

PIA were without Man/oor Sen 
lor and Junior on the defence and 
intermediate line respectiveJy Sen 
tor retired from hockey two years 
ago and Junior was out of conten 
tion as he had injured himself be 
fore their departure for Bombay 

Thus the only competent man to 
hold tight the defence was captain 
and stopper Qasim Zia But what 
could one man do when the whole 



TOPt Sukjh^r Singh Gretoal,. the lA wify warhorae was the mperman In the lA rank. ABOVE; Grewal 

thitPtA ’/taper Shahid AH Khan 
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lA captain Mcrwvn Fernandes watches a penalty-corner attempt go out 


strike line of Indian Airlines was an 
inspired force of attack’ 

What could Salim Sheiwam on 
the inside-right position and Mum- 
ta/ Haider, the tall opportunistic 
spearhead who were marshalled 
and bottled by the best centre-half 
in the country, Hardeep Singh, do^ 

That IS what exactly happened 
last Friday. Mumta/ Haider's goal 
for PIA in the very fourth minute of 
the encounter, heralded a tail- 
scoring match But that was as far 
as they could go, because it was 
the day of two of the oldest memb¬ 
ers of the team, Sukhbir Singh 


Garry' Grewal, and that twinkler 
Ashok Kumar 

Grewal it was who shot home th¬ 
rough the pads of Shahid Ali for the 
equaliser three minutes later and 
Grewal it was again who in the 
20th minute scored the goal that 
could have been rated as one of the 
finest ever seen 

Ashok Kumar sent Zafar streak¬ 
ing down the left flank and when 
Ayaz Mehmood moved menacingly 
up to threaten him from the de¬ 
fence, he switched the ball to 
Merwyn the skipper, who moved 
inside the penalty-area, and again 


sent It to Zafar, One more passing 
bout near the goalmouth and the 
ball was pushed forward to Grewal 
who moved to the left and with a 
wristy flick, sent the ball passed the 
dazed keeper Shahid Alt and a 
horde of defenders 

It was 2-1 for Indian Airlines, but 

This was their 
third victory in 
13 appearances 

It was worth a lot for the specta 
tors, who rose as one and applaud.^ 
ed Grewal for over a minute. It Was 
these goals that had made India 
one of the best nations in hockey in' 
the days of yore, and the old timer 
in the stand, remembered those 
days when Lusitanians dethroned 
Punjab Police. Merwyn and Giirsha- 
ran Singh completed the tally. 

Ayaz Mehmood in the right stop¬ 
per position was the man who 
stemmed the tide of runs down the 
left flank by Zafar and to a certain 
extent Merwyn Fernandes. 

If It was not for this clean-shaven 
2 f -year-old, India's former captain 
Zafar Iqbal «would have had PIA 
down at their knees. He played a 
stellar role in keeping Zafar away 
from the PIA goal. What endeared 
him to the crowds was his good 
clean hockey, which was devastat¬ 
ing too. 

On the other aida. Har#^ Stegh, , 
could veritabty have 
-the player of 

















I hr PIA stalwart who failed to perform us he had done 2 
vcars ago in the Aga Khan. Mumtaz Haider 


youngster mennad his position like 
a captain steering the course from 
the cockpit. He stuck onto Mumta; 
Haider tike a leech, and rarely let 
him out of sight. And the passes th¬ 
at ha sent up from the middle were 
simply fantastic. 

Ishtiaq Ahmed, his counterpart in 
the opposite camp could do no 
more than muddle up the scene 
wifh his weak passing. Salim Sher- 
wani as usual proved to be too 
individualistic and was rightfully re¬ 
placed by Iftikar Ahmed midway 
into the second session 

This was their third victory in 13 
appearances, and Indian Airlines 
certainly clipped the wings of PIA 
Arid what a spectacular pertor 
mance by the old wily warhorses, 
Grewal and Ashok Kumar 

PIA had a shaky start from the 
very first encounter. However, it 
was Tata Sports Club, who really 
shook them to the core In the se¬ 
mi-finals, the Bombay House lads 
drove the visitors helter-skelter 
with their uncharted play 

It was more Kaushik, than any¬ 
body up front who played like 
someone possessed, and Olympio, 
under the Tata bar helped to the ful¬ 
lest to keep Mumtaz Haidei and 
Co. at bay 

After the 1-1 draw, the tie 
breaker was resorted to, and Tatas 
I lecan’ic the unlucky team to lose by 
the whisker 

At this point, a word about the 


umpiring Except for a few good 
ones like Bhuller and Bawa, the 
others were atrocious. But the one 
to take the cake was umpire Satin- 
derapal Singh Walia 

He applied the advantage rule 
when It was not supposed to, and 
in PIA's two encounters with ASC 
and Tata Sports Club, he looked as¬ 
kance at several blantant fouls 
committed by the visiting team 

It was especially blatant in the 
tie-breaker against Tata Sports 
Club in the semis, when he did not 


notice PIA keeper Shahid Ah Khan 
move even before the player posi¬ 
tioned the ball 

In the other semis, Indian Air¬ 
lines overcame the tough Army 
Service Corps (Jalandhar). It was a 
hard-fought match, as the army- 
men were anything b^t sitting 
targets for the heroes. .Hbwever, it 
was destined that the two airlines 
should meet in the final and ASC 
and to rest content at having to 
beat Tata Sports Club and win the 
Hardlines trophy. 












The two semifinals actions: TOP: Indian Airlines' Merwyn appeals for a penalty corner when an ASC de¬ 
fender obstructs him. BELOW: Tata’s custodian (grounded) thwarts PIA's Khalid Hamid near the Tata goal 
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Olympics crazy 


Britain s race to 
host the Games 


By CHRISTOPHER HILTON 

B ritain has gone crazy to get 
the Olympics At least three - 
and possibly four - major cities are 
considering bids for the next availa¬ 
ble Games in 1992 

It IS such an intense scramble tht 
Charles Palmer, chairman of the 
British Association has been given 
an extension by the International 
Olympic Committee - until the end 
of the summer - so bids can be pro¬ 


perly presented 

The cities are London, Birmingh 
am, Manchester and one other - 
unnamed and mysterious, who only 
joined the scramble a couple of 
weeks ago 

Before Los Angeles last summer 
- funded by private capital and 
making £160 million profit the 
Games were widely regarded as a 
beast capable of destroying finan¬ 
cially any non-Communist city with 


the temerity to hold them 

Montreal will be paying for the 
1976 Games well into the next 
century Los Angeles tamed the 
beast and gave it a sudden, irresisti¬ 
ble appeal 

What real chance have any of the 
British candidates^ Barcelona is a 
bidder and Juan Samaranch, presi¬ 
dent of the International Commit¬ 
tee comes from Barcelona 

Pans IS a bidder and 1992 just 
happens to be the centenary of 
Frenchman Baron de coubertin's 
idea to revive the modern Games 

Other front runners Brisbane 
happy hpst of the 1982 Common 
wealth Games Amsterdam and 
New Delhi 


The candidates... and what they have to offer 

L ondon, which hosted the cillor Ken Barton, chairman of their cling at Leicester rowing 
Olympic Games in 1908 and Olympic working groyp, says Bir- Pierrepoint 


L> Olympic Games in 1908 and 
1948 poses particular problems 
The city itself has to apply The Go¬ 
vernment cannot the British Olym¬ 
pic Association cannot 

It leaves the Greater London 
Council due to be abolished next 
year or the Lord Mayor He could 
set up a consortium and presuma 
bly act as co-ordinator figure head 
or driving force 

Mam problem You need vast fa¬ 
cilities - there were 23 sports at 
Los Angeles more than 7,500 
competitors - and London s are 
widely scattered in a city choked by 
traffic 

MANCHESTER already have their 
own driving force, a theatre director 
called Bob Scott 'We believe the 
city IS a good solution to all prob¬ 
lems and a good bid in itself," he 
says 

He went to Los Artgeles earlter 
this month and spent three days 
looking at their figures. He sayd 
"There is an inferiority complex 
about Manchester being at the 
wrong end of the country " 

His avowed aim To banish that 

The majh problem, Building an 
athletics stadium and a swimming 
JJOOl I 

BIRMINGHAM have - if you 
ittove out apd embrace The Mid- 
,, iand*"-jual noout everything. Coun¬ 


cillor Ken Barton, chairman of their 
Olympic working group, says Bir¬ 
mingham has the strongest case 
among all the British contenders 
'Our existing facilities at the Na 
tional Exhibition Centre and the 
Alexander Stadium, where work 
has'already begun on a £15 million 
indoor arena development could 
cater for a large number of indoor 
events 

And swimming at Coventry cy¬ 


cling at Leicester rowing at Holme 
Pierrepoint 

Main problem A city is favoured 
rather than an area containing se 
veral 

And the fourth candidate? It is 
not, evidently, Glasgow, Edinburgh 
or Southampton - names which 
have ben whispered 

Whoever it is it must surely de¬ 
clare Itself soon 





4.S soon as the tef is back on his 
! feet he’ll let us knou' if it’s fit to play ! 






SUPERSTARS OF SOCCER 

Conti-The man 



behind Italy’s 
triumph 

By Debabrata Chowdhury 


W HEN Enzo Bearzot announced 
his side to confront West 
Germnay in the 1982 World Cup 
final at Madrid s Barnabeu Stadium 
on July II, many Itulian hearts simp¬ 
ly sank 

The name of Giancarlo Antog- 
noni was missing from the line-up 
And the midfielder was no ordinary 
player, he was the guiding light of 
Italy 

A wily man, Bearzot, however, 
knew what he was doing An out¬ 
standing player as he certainly was, 


field on a stretcher and Bearzot 
reckoned that using an unfit player 
on a big occasion like the World 
Cup final would be too high a risk 

In the end two things proved the 
correctness of Bearzot’s decision 
Firstly, his. West German counter¬ 
part Jupp berwell fielded an injured 
Rummenigge and paid the price as 
the blond German was easily 
marked out of the game by 
19-year-old Giuseppe Bergomi and 
secondly because he had a player 
named Bruno Conti who in the ab¬ 


Man-of-*he-Match 

True, Iveco company gave the, 
prize, a minibus, to another Italian, 
Marco Tardelli after the final but 
many experts, including Pele, une¬ 
quivocally said that it was Bruno 
Conti was should have got the 
award 

Pele added that despite Paolo 
Rossi's wonderful goals which 
went a long way to give the Cup to 
Italy, It was Conti who alone played 
consistently well throughout the 
tournament and without his dash 


Antognoni was so badly injured in 
the semi final game against Poland 
that he had to be carried off the 


sence of Antognoni would surpass 
his own hitherto limited abili^ to 




and verve it would have been im¬ 
possible for Italy to emerge out 





Bruno Contl(16) shoots Iwt the Polish ’keeper dives to save the high ball in o Sppin World 
which Itafy won 2-0 ' " 
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In the first round Italy played th> 
ree games against Polana, Peru and 
Cameroon and scored but two 

g oals, one cf which came from 
runo Conti. Conti did not score 
any goals in the two second round 
games that Italy had to play but he 
set up two si^rb ones for Antonio 
Cabnni and Paolo Rossi - against 
Argentina and Brazil, respectively. 
And in the semi-final against Po¬ 
land it was again Conti whose per¬ 
fectly chipped cross was nodded in 
by Rossi for Italy's second goal. 

In the final itself. Conti it was 
who got a penal^ for Italy as early 
as in the 24th minute when he was 
pulled down by Hans-Peter Briegel. 
But unfortunately Cabrini hit Ns 
shot wide of the near post With the 
game in its 80th minute, when Brie¬ 
gel was pleading for a penalty after 
a theatrical fall, Conti sprinted 60 
yards down the right wing and 
made a perfect square pass which 
was gleefully converted by Ales¬ 
sandro Altobelli. 


Although Paul Breitner pulled one 
back for West Germany shortly 
after, the game was as good as over 
with that third goal which became 
possible only because of Conti. 

So, it was after ail notca bad 
World Cup for a player who was 
once told by none other than Helen- 
io Herrera that he would never be 
able to make it to the top and whom 
even Enzo Bearzot kept on the side¬ 
lines for what appeared to be an in¬ 
ordinately long time. 

Born on March 13, 1955, Conti 
grew up on the Mediterranean 
coast in the town of Nettuno and 
during his childhood he played both 
'baseball and football equally wall. 

By the time he was 14, he scored 
34 goals for the Nettuno boys' 
team and the club president produ- 
ly took him along to the training 
ground of AS Roma. 


But Helenio Herrera, the legen¬ 
dary coach in charge of Roma at the 
time thumped him down mainly on 
the ground that he was too small. 
Herrera, the inventor of the much- 
publicised, much-maligned eaten- 
adNo system, said; ^ith his physi¬ 
que he does not lookpood enough 
to play as a professional, let alone 
making it to the top." 


Dejected, Conti thought of mOv- 
Ino to California on an sthtetic 
sencrfafsMp but oh his family's refo- 
sai, he stucH to football Shortly 
after, he ^ked for a tdai with pie 
Cot club of Cetln|[,.‘ where he was 
w^atched and rejected by ^^outs 


t>f duyentuA.the biggest i 
famous pfirttItaKsn wbs. 


mpst 



V he was signed by a fourth , 


coast from Nettuno. There he rame 
under Domenico Bitl one of the 
best youth Coaches in Italy. Unrter 
Biti, Conti flourished and at last Ro¬ 
ma picked him up. 

Progress, however, wasaxtre'ma- 
ly slow as during the years 1972 to 
1975 Conti made only four league 
appearances and the result was ito- 
ma farmed him out to Genoa, then a 
Serie B team. 


The change, however, proved to 
be a blessing for Conti. He played in 
all the 36 league games during the 
season, scored three goats and 
made thrice that number for Rober¬ 
to Pruzzo. now his teammate in the 
Italian national team. But most im¬ 
portant of all Gigi Simoni, the 
Genoa manager, transformed him 
from a centre-forward of limited 
possibilities into a dangerous raid¬ 
ing winger which ha is now. 

In 1975-76, Roma called him 
back but in 1978-79 he was again 
sent on loan to Genoa. Ironically, it 
was as part of a deal which saw 
Pruzzo move over to Roma. 


Luckily for Conti, however. Nils 
Liedholm, Sweden's World Cup 
captain in 1958, took over the 
managership of Roma at the time 
and he immediately wanted Conti 
back in his team. The request was 
granted by the Board of Directors 
and Conti prospered under the 
Swede's tutelage. 

On October 10, 1980, Conti 
made his international debut in the 
World Cup qualifying game against 
Luxembourg which Italy won 2-0. 
With Franco Causio still around 
Conti could not take his right-wing 
place in the national team for grant¬ 
ed even though he got a brilliant 
goal against Yugoslavia the follow¬ 
ing year. 


But fond as Bearzot was of Cau¬ 
sio - to give the ageing winger a 
brief share in the World Cup glory 
Bcerzot brought him in the 88th 
minute of the final! - the Italian 
manager did not fail to notice the 
rapid improvement in Conti's game 





and the result was Conti, in spite 
Causio being there in Spain, was 
preferred in alt the games. 

And it was Spain which brought 
the best out of Conti. The beauty or 
the Italian team during the later 
stages of the World Cup was their 
dasn, panache, even impudence, 
and the very embodiment of all this 
was Conti. 

Bubbling with new confidence, 
Conti came back to Italy and the 
following season ha played a lead¬ 
ing role in winning the league 
championship for Roma - a feat the 
club did not achieve during the last 
forty years. 

Everything, however, cannot go 
right all the time and Conti disco¬ 
vered this during the' Champions' 
Cup final against Liverpool at 
Rome's Olympic Stadium on May 
30, 1984. Though he was undoub¬ 
tedly the most dangerous man on 
the field it was he who killed his 
team's chances of winning the Cup 
by blasting over during the penalty 
shoot-out. 

In the dub itself hist relations with 
Liedholm also went sour and the 
talk was rife that he could again be 
used during the summer as a part 
exchange deal. 

But things took a turn for the bet¬ 
ter as far as Conti was concerned. 
Liedholm went to AC" Milan, for 
whom he played in the fifties, and 
another Swede, Sven-Goran Eriks¬ 
son took over as manager of Roma. 
Conti became the captain of the 
team which now boasted of players 
like Toninho Cerezo, Paolo Roberto 
Falcao, Francesco Graziani and Ro¬ 
berto Pruzzo. 

But in spite of the conglomera¬ 
tion of so many stars, Roma felt 
apart this season and to make mat¬ 
ters worse, Conti was sent off 
against AC Milan (a game which 
Roma lost 1 -2) and collected a two- 
week suspension. 

With injury restricting the ap¬ 
pearances of some key players like 
Pruzzo, Faico and Cerezo, Roma re¬ 
cently lost their game against 
Sampdoria 0-3 and the result put 
them in the bottom half of the table 
from where they are unlikely to haul 
themselves up at the moment. 

But this will not in any way dimin¬ 
ish the value of Conti or endanger 
his place in the national team. 

Indeed, it is Conti, along with only 
a few who went to Spain, whose 
place, would remain secure even in 
Mexico. Whether he would emerge 
again as the best winger of the 
competition, as he was in Spain, is 
anomer matter but there will not be 
many players to challenge his 
supremacy. 
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MISCELLANY 


They made me out to be a 
super-bum, says Borg 


By Roy Carson 


B jorn BORG disclosod lasi 
week how his tangled love life 
has been portrayed like something 
out of Dallas -with him cast as the 
villainous J R 


The former tennis ace came 



Swedish beauty Jannike Bjorling 


under the spotlight of the world's 
media when he left his wife 
Mariana for 18-year-old Swedish 
beauty Japnike Bjorling 

Borg, who was divorced from 
Roumanian born Mariana, 28, last 
November, said We ve become a 
continuing episode of Dallas 

When 1 broke up with Manana 
and went public with Jannike I was 
made to feel a super bum just like J 
R Ewing 

But he added It doesn t bug me 
-I like JR 

Borg 29 said he was still good 
friends with his ex wife and saw 
her occasionally 

Cuddling Jannike at the Monte 
Carlo country Club where he was 
photographed a year ago with 
Mariana in a show of marital bliss 
he said There is no bitternes 

Our divorce wasn t as painful as 
I had expected 

We weie aware our marriage 
had gone down the tube a long time 
before I met Jannike It came as no 
shock to her 


The five-times Wimbledon 
champion, who retired in 1981, 
denied he was chasing after his lost 
youth when tie was too busy 
winning tournaments to have girl¬ 
friends 

If Jannike were 40 years old 
we d be the same people in love," 
he said 

He denied gossips allegations 
that ho was living out the life he 
never had as a teenager 

But I enjoy the freedom I have 
now to spend more time on 
myself he added 

I can do the things I want to do I 
travel around the world a lot In fact 
I m having a hell of a good time 

Each morning when I get out of 
bod I know what I have before me I 
don t have to look at a blank wall 
and ask myself What next? 

I VP begun to organise my life 
better than I ever could before 

Sevvy is hit 
by mystery 
allergy 

S PANIARD Severiano Ballesteros 
seeks new medical help for his 
superstar golf career 

Sevvy, rated the most exciting 
player in the world, went th/ough 
the U S Masters title battle hiding a 
growing anxiety 

Ballesteros s hands, the source of 
his delicate touch and power, have 
been scarred and left tender by a 
mystery ailment 

Manuel Ballesterous, who was 
caddie for his brother on the 
Augusta National course, revealed. 
"We have seen doctors, now it is 
time for specialist treatment 

"The belief is that Sevvy is suffer¬ 
ing from an allergy Our worry is 
that It IS directly connected to golf- 
possibly the rubber compound in 
the grips of his clubs. It might even 
have something to do with grass. 

"We don't know the answer, but 
we have to find it quickly. My 
brother has the most marvellous 
hands in the game and rtpthmO 
must be allowed to happeh ,t0 
them" ■ ' 



Manana and BJom Borg during dayfof togetherness 
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Marvellous Marvin floors 
Hit-man Hearns 


From SYDNEY HULLS 
in LAS VEGAS 


M arvelous Marvin Hagler 
said: 'This is what you call a 
sweet victory. Tommy Hearns and I 
went to war. Now I hope he admits 
I'm the better nrtan." 

Not only a better man, but a 
great, great middle-weight cham¬ 
pion. 

For years Hagler, 30, has been 
searching for worldwide recogni¬ 
tion of his talent as an outstanding 
champion of his time. 

The quest ended after eight min¬ 
utes and one second at Ceasars 
Palace on an unforgettable, warm 
April night. 

The best of boxing from Muham¬ 
mad All to Sugar Ray Robinson was 
among the 15,000 crowd assem¬ 
bled to observe the ascent of 
Hagler to the status of a boxing 
great. 

And to see him perfor.m his task 
at the excellently rewarded rate of 
about one million pounds a minute. 

Three rights to the head had sent 
Detroit's saucy slim man Hearis, 
skittering round the ring and down, 
spreadeagled like a giant black star¬ 
fish in the ring floor. 

As Hearns rose dizzly, refree Ri¬ 
chard Steele counted to nine and 
then stopped the fight. "Hearns' 

, eyes were glazed and his legs were 
very wobbly," said Steele. 

So after two minutes and one se¬ 
cond, of the third round, Hagler 
successfully defended his undis¬ 
puted. middleweight title for the 
11 th time. 

But there was much niore than 
that in the fight 

By common consent they were 
the three most exciting rounds of 
action ever seen. 

It was calculated that in the brief 
space of boxing time Hagler con- 

Golf boy on the Mark 

S CHOOLBOY golfer Mark Daw¬ 
son was a little short of pocket 
money last week after buying le¬ 
monade to celebrate his fourth 
hole-in-one in four years. 

Fourteen-year-old-Mark, of Sea- 
houses, NorthumberlendL is trow 
waiting to see if his feat will get him 
into Guinneas Book of Rrcords as 
,. the youngest iMaybr to hit four aces. 



Marvin Hagler 


nected with 96 out of 173 punches 
thrown and Hearns landed 94 out 
of 166. 

I am still shell-shocked by the fer¬ 
ocity of Hagler's opening attack. 

This was a fighter hell-bent on 
proving he was the world's greatest 
in his division. 

Why did not Hearns get up on th¬ 
ose long legs and dance away? 

Why* did he permit this fight to 
continue as if it were in a telephone 
box? 

"The reson I started out slug¬ 
ging." said HeBrns, "was because I 


had to show Marvin I deserved 
some respect." 

In other words, pride made him 
stand there, fight it out... and fall. 

By standing instead of moving. 
Hearns forfeited all his advantages 
in height and reach, the assets that 
were supposed to win him the title 

The war was won in the opening 
round when Hearns unleashed his 
belt punches and the champion 
continued to advance, bounding his 
11 th 5 i/<lb frame in the air to reach 
the challenger's jaw. 

"In the first round, Tommy threw 
everything at me except the kitchen 
sink. But I proved I could take his 
good right hand." 

The champion had gambled ever¬ 
ything on proving he could take 
Hearns' best punch - and the gam¬ 
ble had come off. 

Hagler had been cut on the fore¬ 
head above his right eye in the 
opening round and blood running 
down his face made him look even 
more fearful 

Hagler said: "When I see blood, I 
turn into a bull." 

And charging forward again he 
fired the three rights that sent 
Hearns flat on his back. 
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The fare so 
far was good 


By R. Arvindam 


T ' HE NINTH FEDERATION Cup 
football tournament being hosted 
by Bangalore for the first time ever 
IS nearly a fortnight old and though 


only Md Sporting and Dempo, Goa 
of the 16 teams are yet to be seen 
in action at the time of writing, the 
fare produced so far has been good. 


a 

bad and indifferent 

Those who have taken an all- 
Calcutta final for granted must be 
having second thoughts after Sal- 
gaocar’s fine showing in the Nagjee 
tournament at Kozhikode where 
they got the better of Md Sporting, 
but eventually lost to JCT Mills in 
the final 

Salgaocar are already through to 
the semi-finals with an all-win re¬ 
cord in Group A which has been al¬ 
ready completed They had a tough 
first round against ITI to win 2-0 
after being under pressure almost 
throughout, they had a narrow 3-2 
triumph against Titanium but by the 
time they met Tatas, their position 
was so secure that even a 0-3 de¬ 
feat would have pulled them 
through But although they took 
things easy, they managed a 1-0 
win carer Tatas 


Salgaocar, Goa are 
already through to 
the semi finals 


This was a group where the inau¬ 
gural winners ITI were expected to 
do extremely well after gaming two 
fine players, winger Muniyappa and 
defender Venkatesh from Madura 
Coats 

One feels that had ITJ met Sal¬ 
gaocar later instead of in the inau¬ 
gural match of the tournament, 
they could well have come out tops 

But they did give Salgaocar a tor¬ 
rid time with Muniyappa standing 
out in attack. Poor Venkatesh was 
responsible for the self goat which 
gave the Goans a 2-0 victory iTTs 
finishing was rather poor and did 
not match their fine approach work 
at all Buf they improve thereafter 
to beat Titanium and Tatas to finish 
runnerS'^up in their group, 

Tatas were a poor lot and Titan¬ 
ium showed one good spelt of 
attacking soccer which came 
against Salgaocar 

SKMfrsWMlCMwa-tAtafl^ . 



Central Excise’s Pramod (right) makes a vain heading attempt ft 
the HAL goal 

4S 







Salgaocar take on the winners of 
Group C in the first leg semi-final on 
May 5 and that should be Mohun 
Bagan who showed their finishing 
power and the strength of their me- 
dios whiler giving ICF a 7-0 drub¬ 
bing in their first outing. 

Bagsn's Sishir Ghosh who signed 
for them this season got their first 
three goals in the^ first session for 
the first hat-trick of the tourna¬ 
ment. ICF were no opposition at all 
to Bagan. But the Calcutta outfit did 
show their skill in the second ses¬ 
sion, playing positive soccers. 

Babu Mani struck twice to dis¬ 
play just the 'trailer' of the real 
show to follow while Xavier Pius, 
coming in as subs^tute and Pra- 
shanta Banerjee got one goal each. 
Bagan, who have twice bean joint 
champions and won twice outright 
and '82) took like the only team 
so far which could stop Md. Sport¬ 
ing from getting e.hat-trfck in this 
tourruHTient 

The tvw> other teams in Group C 
are Madura Coats and f^aaa Goa. 
^oats (Mflan in s%1e weawng pretty 
^gafternaln their 8^ victory over 
M tomad turtle 

Htess 



against Sesa Goa in their last 
match which the Goan team Won 
handsomely at 3-0 

Sesa's victory too came as a sur¬ 
prise for they looked like novices in 
their first tussle against ICF which 


ended in a one-all draw and pro¬ 
duced the poorest fare so far. 

Group 6 has seen only one match 
and Punjab State Electricity Board 
with five national players with their 
robust approach indicate tough go- 



LeuiisChortesa/f'atasis/eiied 1^ Tironlum^sAiamunideen 
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Dias fight for 


ing for their rivals. They outclassed 
CIL and have to meet Dempo and 
Md. Sporting. 

Group 0 has produced some 
thrilling matches with Central Ex¬ 
cise, Cochin providing most of 
them. In their first match they were 
down 0-1 within seconds of the 
start in a spirited fightback they 
had HAL on the run aHd even led 
2 - 1 . 

But HAL produced the sparkle 
which they seem to be always ca¬ 
pable of and struck twice late in the 
game to emeTge narrow 3-2 win¬ 
ners. 

Sunday saw a big crowd at the 
Chinnaswamy Stadium for the dou¬ 
ble attraction - JCT mills vs Central 
Excise aiid East Bengal vs HAL 


One feels that had ITI 
nnet Salgaocar later in 
the tourney, they could 
well have emerged tops 


JCT, fresh from their triumph at 
Kozhikode and with the Madura 
Coats Centenary Trophy also under 
their belt, were expected to mow 
down their rivals. 

But the. Excisemen surprised 
everyone with a rousing perfor¬ 
mance. They showed tremendous 
spirit in their attack and soundness 
in their defence to post a 3-0 
triumph and fully deserved it. 

JCT were rather indifferent and 
once they found the Excise barrier 
hard to please, they did not make 
any concerted efforts to make a 
fight of it. And their defence fell to 
pieces under the Excise onslaught. 

Then came East Bengal on the 
field - a team full of supv Stars, 
some of them newly acquired. But 
what a disappointment they were 
for the 35,000 crowd, pitted as 
they were against HAL. 




by Marcus 








There was just no dazzle from 
this star-studded team and two of 
their highly paid players Krishanu 
Dey and Jqmshed Nassiri did noth¬ 
ing at all and failed to combine with 
the other strikers Debasish Roy and 
Biswajeet Bhhatacharya. 

East Bengal, who have roped in 
the best of players during the inter¬ 
club transfers started well though 
with an eight minute goal which 
Bikash Panji booted home from a 
pass from Biswajeet and could 
strike again only once naore in the 
second session through Debasish 
Roy. 

Only Tarun Dey stood out in the 
East Bengal defence while Bikash 
and Sundeep worked hard in the 
half line feeding deft passes to the 
forwards who just did not click. 

HAL played as best as they could 
but their forwards were too hesi¬ 
tant and sbmetimes hasty to pose 
any danger. 

Thus a clear picture is yet to 
emerge in this tournament. Judging 
by the performances so far, Mohun 
Bagan seems to have an edge and it 
remains to be seen what Md. Sport¬ 
ing have to display and how quick 
East Bengal tan combine into a 
clashing combinatton. 
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"WITH A £1,000,000 FORWAHP UNE. 
WE'RE TA19NG NO CFUNCES." 
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Uu renowned WACA (West Aust Cri. /)950c } wicket loved bv/ast bowlers is no more as contractors 
hulUUt/r the once lightning fast surfaces The wickets will be repositioned and resurfaced and for the first 
tuo seasons, they are expected to play slowly Work is scheduled to be completed in time for the Test 
against India in November 
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-T—-si-_J Norway’s ingrid Kristiansen approaches the finish line 

Ivan Lendl groans as he hefts the Buick WCT trophy of the London Marathon to win the wemen's race. She 
in Dallas recently. He beat Tim Mayotte 7-6. 6-4, 6-4 In won In a time of 2:21. 06 to set a new world record 
the final for the event 
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Eye-opener for Indians 


Ranjit Bhatia 


T he emergence of the marat¬ 
hon as a major sport, not neces¬ 
sarily related to the Olympic 
Games, is a recent phenomena. 

The 1980s have seen a steady 
increase in participation through an 
unusually large number of marat¬ 
hon races all over the world. Not so 
long ago, the Boston Marathon was 
perhaps the only distance running 
event of the kind that attracted as 
much attention as its Olympic ver¬ 
sion. Today, New York and London 
are atleast two of its very strong 
rivals, and symbolise the present 
dayrunning boom. 

The International Amateur Athle¬ 
tic Federation, obviously aware of 
this, took the plunge into the new 
competition arena, by organising 
the first World Cup Marathon in 
Hiroshima on April 13 and 14. The 
apex body concerned with the 
development of athletics at the glo¬ 
bal level provided added incentive 
for participation in this venture. All 
expenses for travel and aiscomoda- 
tion of the athletes at Hiroshima 
were met by the lAAF. 

More than 350 participants from 
69 countries assembled in the Ja¬ 
panese metropolis for the occasion 
which incidently coincided with the 
40th anniversary of the Atomic 
Bomb devastation of the city. Many 
of the runners had met seven 
months earlier, in the warmer con¬ 
ditions of the Los Angeles Mara¬ 
thon; and it was anybody's guess 
as to who would attain crowning 
glory this time. 

With team championships being 
determined by the combined times 
of the three best of each side, 
competition was very keen in con¬ 
ditions that were conducive to fast 
times. 

For 23-year-old East German 
Katrin Doerre, who had to her credit 
five marathon wins from Six ap¬ 
pearances since 1982, Hiroshima 
provided a superb, ciimax in the wo¬ 
men's event, which she won com- 
fortabiy in 2:33:30. 

Soviet Union's Zoia Ivanova, 
some ten. years her senior, came in 
a strong second in 2:34:17 wh8e 
Hunganan Karolin Szabo was third 
in 2:34:57. The team race, ho¬ 
wever, did not go to any of the three 
countries, but to Italy, whose trio of 
Laura- Fogii - 4th in 2|3S:46, Rita 
Marehisio > 6th in 2;36.<X} and Em¬ 


ma Scaunich - ilth in 2:39:42, 
sprung a great surprise over the 
fancied squads. 

Hosts Japan started as favour¬ 
ites for the men's title despite the 
absence of ace runner Toshihiko 
Seko who had been suffering from 
a knee problem. The Soh twins. 
Takeshi and Shigeru together with 
Tokamichi Nakayama, Taisuke Ko- 
dama and Kunimitsu Ito certainly 
presented a formidable fivesome, 
but found the challenge from the 
lesser known Djibouti lads some¬ 
what unnerving. 

29-year-old Ahmed Salah, who 
had finished 20th in the Olympic 
Marathon, stormed past the 1984 
Fukuoka Marathon winner, Nakaya¬ 
ma, to record a fantastic 2:08:09 in 
the cold and wet conditions of Hiro¬ 
shima; the latter finishing second in 
2:08:15 and another Djibouti run¬ 
ner Robleh Djama who was 8th in 
Los Angeles, came in third in 
2:08:26. 

The third compatriot Abdilahi, 
wound up 7th in 2:10:33 to make 
the Djibouti team tally 6:27:08, a 
little ahead of fancied Japan in 
2:31:43 and with Ethiopia 3rd in 
6:32:46. 

For the Indian participants the 
Japanese experience was a real eye 
opener. It exposed total lack of 
knowledge of marathon techno¬ 
logy in our system. When the tdam 
h^ been selected in January fol¬ 
lowing an impressive performance 
at the height of Delhi's winter, it 
had been pointed out by many an 
expert that there were to be no 
further. marathons for them until 
Hiroshima, and the runners would 
have to prepare themselves to face 
a much colder and probably wetter 
climate than they were accus¬ 


tomed to in the Indian context. 

Road surfaces too being of the 
kind that do not encourage bare¬ 
foot running, it would have been 
worth their while to acquire the 
right kind of footwear for occasion. 

None of this could be done, and 
the athletes arrived in Japan as lost 
as any of their predecessors on 
tours abroad ! 

Worse still, some of the Services 
men had to run in departmental 
marathons before Hiroshima which 
IS hardly the way to prepare for a 
major participation in an interna¬ 
tional meeting. 

As a result, the Indian team was a 
write-off long before it left the na¬ 
tive soil! The lone exception was 
the newest and youngest member 
of the group, Raj Kamal Dogra, who 
was intelligent enough to prepare 
sensibly for his first appearance in 
national colours. 

As things turned out, he was the 
only one of the five, whose running 
showed promise Dogra was the 
first Indian at the finish in 125th 
place clocking 2:26:15. 

It was. for the Delhi lad, a totally 
new experience. "I had to change 
gears" he recalls "since none of us 
were accustomed to running in 
near freezing temperatures. Luckily 
for me I had anticipated the condi¬ 
tions at Hiroshima, and did not 
suffer half as much as my team 
mates." 

Moola Singh, veteran of many a 
marathon, limped home with swol¬ 
len feet in 2:31:33 in 159th posi¬ 
tion followed by Prahlad Singh, 
183rd in 2:38:04, Sumer Singh 
184th in 2:38:53 and Piara Singh 
192nd in 2:43:29. 
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RACING 


By Railbird 


Some charity this! 


T he effort by the Hyderabad 
Race Club to avoid the payment 
of income tax by having their oper¬ 
ations declared charitable have 
failed, a high court judgement on 
the issue goihg against them and in 
favour of the income tax authori¬ 
ties 

On the face of it, to a layman at 
least. It IS difficult to conceive how 
a race club s operations can be la¬ 
belled charitable True, large 
amounts of money are collected by 
race clubs for charitable purposes 
and It IS also true that several de¬ 
serving causes benefit directly from 
Race Club funds 

However, the racing of horses for 
stakes money and the acceptance 
of betting on such races is the main 
function of a race club and as the 
stakes won by the horses do not go 
to chagty and as the major portion 
of the commission which the race 
clubs collect on the betting go to¬ 
wards the upkeep of the club by no 
stretch of imagination can charity 
be an adjunct to these activities 

However, race Clubs are different 
from other business (it needs to be 
stressed that a Race Club is m a 
sense a business) ventures as there 
are no shareholders to be paid divi¬ 
dends and such profits as the clubs 
may make from time to time are si¬ 
phoned back into the sport if they 
are not drained away by the various 
concerned state governments who 
make a practice of raising the fee of 


the licence to race so that it ab- 
corbs any additional profit from 
year to year 

This has been a perennial source 
of complaint But, considering that 
the public provide the race club’s 
income and that there are no share¬ 
holders the money acquring to a 
race club at the closing of its ac¬ 
counts IS public money and as long 
as a sufficient amount is provided 
to tha club to allow for depreciation 
and development as also reserves 
to insure against lean seasons, th¬ 
ere can be no valid complaint if the 
government mops up the surplus 

Yet, the thought arises that if the 
race clubs could come within the 
purview of the charity commission¬ 
er they would have more money at 
their disposal and as, it is an ac¬ 
cepted monetary pnnciple, that 
money generates more money the 
turnover would be higher 

None the less, it is apparent from 
the trend of the last so many years 
that if the turf clubs are freed from 
paying income tax to the centre, the 
money so saved would be ab¬ 
sorbed by the respective state 
government by way of enhanced li¬ 
cence'fees Thus, the status for in¬ 
come tax purposes of the race 
clubs makes very little difference, 
for what they save on the swings 
they will lose on the roundabouts! 

W HAT has become of the Ban¬ 
galore police inquiry into the> 
circumstances in which an objec¬ 


tion by the rider of Goverdhan 
against the winner Certain Smile 
being upheld and the race awarded 
to Goverdhan for whom there was 
much sup|}ort7 The inquiry was or¬ 
dered following i spate of com¬ 
plaints to the police and the 
Government of Karnataka, but, as 
was confidently predicted in these 
columns, it is apparently infruc- 
tuous 

That should be obvious because 
the interpretation of the extent of 
an alleged interference in a horse 
race has on the ultimate result is al¬ 
ways a matter of opinion, which, of 
•course cannot be equated with 
fact 

Similarly one wonders if there 
has been any rethinking on the po¬ 
sitioning of the-starters platform 
and the starting procedure follow¬ 
ing the declaration of a race void in 
Bombay because the short-priced 
favourite Jehan Numa was left at 
the start 

It was evident to all close 
watchers that jockey Shroff was 
not properly in the saddle on Jehan 
Numa and that the reins were not in 
his hands when the starter de¬ 
spatched the field 

Following an inquiry, the ste¬ 
wards held the starter to be blame¬ 
less which can only mean that he 
was not aware of Shroffs unpre¬ 
paredness Carried one logical step 
further that means that the starter 
was unsighted Surely, that is suffi¬ 
cient, nay, compelling reason for a 
change of the location of the 
starter's platform' 

PPROPOS the reference to 
South India Derby winner Fair 
Court continuing to race at the age 
of 19, It IS pointed out that it bord¬ 
ers on cruelty, especially in our cli¬ 
matic conditions, to race older 
horse and a suggestion has been 
made to ban the racing of horses 
above the age of 10 

This IS doubly necessary, for 
most animals of that age are in the 
lowest classt and are more often 
than not unsound As the stakes for 
such class of runner are smaller 
than for the other classes and as 
the maintenance costs are higher 
becuase of veterinary bills it is 
mainly the gamblers who continue 
to profit by them racing 


An unpleasant situation 


T here is every reason to believe 
that a certain Western India 
trainer will be refused a licence 
when the question of renewal of li¬ 
cences crops up shortly and there 
IS also reason to believe that in the 
event of that happening, the matter 
will be taken to court, although, as 
was forcibly demonstrated in the 
case of the refusal of a licence to 
R R Byramji, the biggest schooler in 
the land, by the R WIT C, this may 
not be the case for the reason that 
the authorities have sweeping 
discretionary powers 

None the less, this is an unplea¬ 
sant situation and a slightly ridicu¬ 
lous one in that a trainer who may 
not bo welcome at one centre can 


operate freely at another as hap¬ 
pened in the cases of Ahmed 
Abbas and G M Omkar, as also Byr¬ 
amji, to name a few 

Considering that the five Turf 
Authorities claim that they operate 
in unison this should not be the 
case Such a situatibn can be avoid¬ 
ed by the setting up of a central 
body to licence professionals This 
body can have at least one repre¬ 
sentative from each of the five Truf 
Authorities on it with the chairman¬ 
ship and the secretaryship rotating 
annually in conjuction with the Invi¬ 
tation Cup If and when that hap¬ 
pens there will be not heart burning 
and no cry of "double standards” 

Certainly, it is food for thought 
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By R.B. Sapre 


J OINT winners of the '3rd Com¬ 
monwealth Championship m 
London, Praveen Thipsay of Union 
Sank, Bombay and Kevin Spragett 
of Canada, with eight points out of 
11, fulfilled their first Grand Master 
norms 

Other leading results were 3-6 
GMs Chandler, Short and Speel 
man and Norwood 7 1/2 GM Nunn 
and IMs Watson, Johansen (Aus 
tralia) and Murshed (Bangladesh) 
and untitled Hodgson and King 7 

Of the Indian participants IMs Ra 
visekhar and Vaidya figured in a tie 
for 16-29 with six points S Tilak 
and Bhagyashri Sathe {2nd IWM 
norm) scored 4 1/2 and Patgawkar 
2 1/2 

The tournament was sponsored 
by the Novag Computer firm and 
hosted by Dockyard Development 
Corporation 'Novag Monster X 
and Novag Monster Y computers 
participated in the tournament and 
each scored 21/2. 

HEBDEN-THIPSAY 

1 e4 e5 2 f4, exf4 3 Nf3 d6 
4d4, g5 5h4. g4 6 Ngl Bh6 
7Nc3, Nf6?' 8Nge2, d5 9e5?i 
Nh5 10 g3 Nc6 11 Nxf4 Nxf4 
12 Bxf4, Bxf4 13 gxf4 Ne7 14 h5 
Rg8 15Qd2, BfS 16 000, Qd7 
17Rg1,000 18Rg3 Qe6 19Na4 
b6 20Ba6ch Kb8 21 Rdgi? Qh6 
22 Nc3? Qxh5 23 Nb5 Qg6 


24 Qb4 Nc6 25 Qa4, Bd7 26 Qa3, 
h5 27 Rc3 h4 28 b4 Qh6 29 e67', 
Qxe6 30Qa4, Qf6‘ 31 Rd1 g3 
32 Ra3 g2 33 Nxa7, Na5' 34 Nb5 
glQ 35bxa5 Qxf4ch 36 Kb2 
Qxdl 37axb6 Qalch' 38 Kb3 
Qbich 0 1 

King s Gambit accepted 

7 Nf62i) Kurs Dyebutov gives 
the sequence 7 Nc6 8 Qd3, 
(8Nge27 f3) Nf6 9Nge2 d5 
lOexdS (If 10e5 Nh5 11 g3, Ne7l 
returning the Pawn with a good 
game) Nxd5 11 NxdS, Uxd5 
12 8xf4 Bxf4 13Nxf4, Qxd4 
14Qxd4 Nxd4 15 000, Ne6 
16 Nd5 with compensation for the 
Pawn 

9e52i) Better is 9exd5, Nxd5 
10 NxdS Qxd5 11 Bxf4 Bxf4 
12 Nxf4 for now Black cannot take 
on d4 as in the previous note 

13 Ne7) Black has returned the 
gambit Pawn but he stands better 
with a passed Pawn on g4 and 
white square blockade in the 
centre 

19 Na4) White seeks counter 
chances by trying to develop an at 
tack on the Black King 

22 Nc3) 22 Nc5!2 can create 
more difficult problems of defence 
for Black Obviously Black cannot 
take the Knight because of 
22 bxc5? 23Rb3ch etc If 
22 Qxh5 23Qb4 etc would fol¬ 


low 

26 Qa3) White s attacking pieces 
interfere with one another 26 b4 
can be met by 26 Nxd4 and 
26Ra3by26 h5 27fBb7,a5 

29e6’i) The flashy 29Bc87i 
does not work because of 
29 Kxc8i 30Nxa7ch, Nxa7 

31 Qxa7, Bc6 32 b5, Bb7, or 
30Qa6ch, Kb8 3l Rxc6, Qxc6 

32 Qxa7ch, Kc8 

30 Qf6l) The main threat is 
31 Nxd4i 

33 Na5i) A clever defence 
avoiding the stormy 33 Nxa7l 
34Bb5, Bxb5 35‘Qxa7ch, Kc8 
36Qa8ch Kd7 37 Qxd5ch, Qd6 
38 QxbSch 

34 glQ) Coolly queening the 
Pawn while White s attack materia¬ 
lises a move too late 

37 Qalchl) A grand finish 
38Qxa1,Qc1 mate 

ENDGAME 

Last week's ending by AKoro- 
byansky (1970) White Kg8, Re4, 
Be2, Ps-b3, c5, h2 Black g6, Ps 
c6, c7, e3, g2, g3, h3 Win 
1 Rg4ch, Kh6 2 Kf7i (not 2 Rxg3?, 

§ 1Q 3Rxg1 stalemate) glQ 
Rg6ch, Kh7 4 Bd3 Qf2ch 
(or4 Qdl 5Rd6ch,>Qxd3 6Rxd3, 
g2 (or 6 gxh2 7 Rdl) 7 Rxe3, g1 N 
8 Rg3 wins) 5 Rf6ch Kh8f 6 Bff5l, 
Qf4 7Kg6t,wins 




BRIDGE 


By Jimmy Mehta 

the D9 planning to later overtake a 
diamond honour None in the East 


card a diamond and submit to being 
thrown m with a club If declarer 


A n inte esting 3 NT contract, 
doomed by the opening lead to 
fail, met with varying results at the 
recent B C A tournament at Bom 


bay- 

10853 

J654 

KQ3 

AK 

KQJ2 

N 

964 

A83 

W E 

Q1092 

82 

S 

J765 

Q532 

A7 

K7 

A1094 

J10864 

87 


At all tables West made the 
stand-out opening lead of the SK 
and South was robbed of one of his 
entiles for establishing and enjoy 
mg the clubs 

. Several declarers unblocked 
dummy's clubs and tried to gam the 
extra entry needed with a finesse of 


seat, sad to relate found the entry 
thwarting play of the DJ in second 
position How do you rate dectar 
er s prospects after East fails to find 
their text-book defence? Does 
South do better by playing a small 
diamond directly or by first playing 
an honour and then the trey' 

Let us say declater tries the latter 
course and then gives up a dub 
1085 
J65 
Q 
nil 

QJ2 N 96 

A83 WE Q109 

nil S J7 

5 7 ml 

K7 
A10 

West s best play is to cash both 
high spades setting up dummy s 
10 with impunity This squeezes 
declarer Willy nilly he has to dis 


tries to jettison his diamond ace 
and relies on the heart king furnish 
ing an entry to hand. West fixes 
dummy with the SI0 and the con¬ 
tract goes down three 

Does declarer do better if he 
plays a low diamond leaving both 
diamond honours on board? Let us 
see 


1085 

J65 

KQ 

nil 


N 

96 

W E 

Q109 

S 

J76 

7 

K7 

A104 

J10 

nil 


West IS on lead and has to cash 
at least one spade honour to avoid 
ii later throw in If he cashes just 

(contd. on p 58) 
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Rajesh S Merchant-19 
Rambha Society Flat No 2 
Dadabhai Road Ville Parle 
Bombay 400 056 
Philately penpals music 

DeanDDweltz-17 

RB/1 1/7 9Rly Qrts 
Byculla, Bombay 400 008 
Cricket Michael Jackson fan 
spoits and travelling 

Sudeshna Banerji-18 

171A Lansdownc Road Calcut 
ta 700026 

Music reading sports 

• 

Neeraj Sharma-19 

H No 559 Model Town 
Karnal 132 001 Haryana 
Sports journalism statistics 
stamps gifts 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


1 Which cricketer was known as 
the Lion of Kent ? 

2 Against which country did 
Clive Lloyd sc ore his fust c cn 
tury^ 

3 In how many Test matches did 
Don Bradman score his first 10 
centuries? 

4 Against which country did Mu 
dassar Nazar make his Test 
debut? 

5 In how many Tests did the Wa 
sim Ban captain Pakistan? 

6 How many gold mecials did In 
dia bag in the swimming event 
at the first Asian Games? 

7 In horse riding what IS the tetm 
used for measuring the height 
of a pony? 

8 In hockey how many flags are 
required by the rule around the 
field? 

9 In TT, the Swathling Cup and 
the Corbillon Cuj) are separate 
competitions for mon and wo 
men The Swathling Cup is for’ 

0 When were the English Open 
TT Championships first 
staged? 

1 Is fencing one of the events in 
the annual European Sports 
men of the Year Contest? 

ANSWERS 

ON 11 1261 Ol oaui 
joj 6 sbeg anuoj om pue sbeg 
J 0 UJOO jnoj xig g (g»6u8| ui sagoui 
jno^) spueH I -inoj g sisai g q 
LL-9l6i eiiejfsny tr Sisaigi £ 
92 t-Ziei Bipuj z uuAjai psgiv I 
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M Singh Bhamsa-18 
H No M N 1 9 B C W Surajpur 
Distt Ambala 
(Haiyana) 133301 
Badminton movies volleyball 

R K Kewal-28 

(.TO Jabalpur M P 482 002 

Hotkey penpals films 

Ruby V P-19 

K.iltiparambil Kalavamkodam 
PO 

Shertallay Kerala 688 586 
Cric ket penpals 

Ajaya Kumar Sharma 

305 Shiv Shanker Pun 
Meeiut 2 

Music movies cricket 

Madhup Kumar Gupta-21 

t fo Mudi Dhar Nigam 
Indira Gandhi Marg 
Wellencigani Jahupur 222 002 
Photocjraphy gazals movies 

Surendra Singh-28 

39 Corporation Market 
Nirala Nagnr 
Lucknow 226 007-U P 
Cidzals travel bonsai gardening 

Kanhayalal Sharma-21 
sharma Arts Ramhat 
Cur lack /53 001 
Music photogiaphy badminton 
paintinc) & Poetry 

AtuI Bhdrgava-19 

68 Khurshed Bagh Lucknow 4 
Penpals music driving 

Chandiashekhar Tewari-18 
• 8 Ram Bhavan Hussinganj 
Lucknow 
i ricket music 

Benu Mukherjee-25 

B 1 238 Paschim Vihdi 
New Delhi 1 10 063 
Music cricket photography 

Wasif Syed-15 

P 0 Box 468 Kanpui 208 001 
Kungfu stamjis 

Sanjay Gaur-17 

220 Gaur Bhawati Hathi Bhata 

Ajmer 305 001 

Sports i oriesponcicnce T T 

Oeevendra Shukla-20 

C o Mr A N Pandey Kala Talarj 
Kalyan 421 301 
Music photoiirapfiy movies 
travelling 

M A Rashid-26 
• ’rop Star Constructions 
310 A Commerce House 
Narjindas Master Road Foit 
Bombay 400 023 


Movies tiavelling gift exchange 

Miss Bijal Karnani-14 

6/H Majithia Nagar 
SV Road Kandivali (West) 
Bombay 400 067 
Sports adventures western mu 
>ic and dancing 

Sanjay V Nevgi-22 

Shriram Sadan Dattawadi 
Mapuca Goa 

Travelling reading music crick 
et 

0 

Amal Kumar Ghosh-25 
C 16 Karakoram House 
11T -Delhi Hduz Khas 
New Delhi 110016 
Music painting and travelling 

Shubhadeep Ghosh-11 

D 1/101 Jumbo Darshan 
Co Op Housing Society 
Andheri (East) 

Bombay 400069 

Cricket Correspondence draw 

ing and football 

Sheikh Kaiser-27 

46/8 Shamsul Huda Road 
Flat No 1 First floor 0017 
Mgsic Sightseeing penpals 

Amita MukherJee-18 

Near Dr Vechlekar’s bunglow 
Opp Dhantoli Park 
Dhantoli Nagpur 440012 
Corresjxindence movies 
travelling 

G. Konda!ah-16 

H No 18 12, Gandhi Nagar 
(T 98 jxist) Devara konda, 
District Nalagonda 
Cricket chess, penpals 


Miss Puja Mukherjee-11 

C/oMr bK Mukhegee 
B Compound, Block 16 
Upper West, I E L 
Rishra Hooghly 
Cricket philately, penpals 

Amit Ray-18 

P 19 Raja Rammohan Roy Road 

Calcutta 700008 

Music cinema reading cricket 

Momin Abdulrahim 

C/o Ibrahim Momin 
Near Asbok Saw Mill 
Opp Tundel Nala Road 
Nadiad 387001 
Cricket, travelling music 

Devasish Biswas-16 
C/oUC Biswas, 

Anantpur, Ranchi-834 (X)2 
Cricket pop music. noveU 
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ACROSS 


5 Bedser speciality Fred lit¬ 
mus so painfully discovered 
that boat-propeller to be 
(3-6) 

6 Another deadly Bedser deliv¬ 
ery urging maximum physi- 


QUESTION 

BOX 


Q What IS Bob Willis's bowl¬ 
ing record against Australia, 
West Indies, and Pakistah? 

- Santosh Pednekar, 
Aurangabad 

A Against Australia he has 
played 35 Tests, bowled 7,294 
balls, given away 3,346 runs, and 
taken 128 wickets at an average of 
26 14 His best figures are 8-43 
Against West Indies, he has played 
13 Tests, bowled 2.164 balls, given 
away 1,381 runs, and taken 38 
wickets, at an average of 36 34 His 
best figures are 5-42 

Against Pakistan, he has played 
10 Tests, bowled 1 772 balls, given 
away 820 runs, and taken 34 
wickets, at an average of 24 11 His 
best figures are 5-47 

Q. Irt 1976-77 Pakistan went 
to play a Test series against 
West Indies. What were the 
venues and the results of the 
Tests.? 

- Shared Kamik, 
Ulhasnagar. 

A The series was of five Tests 
The first Test was played at Barba¬ 
dos and was drawn. The second 
Test at Tnnidad won by West 
indies by SIX wickets The third Test 
at Guyana was drawn. The fourth, 
again at Tnnidad. was won by 
Pakistan 266 runs The fifth and the 
final Test was played at Jamaica 
and was won by the WIndies by 
140 nins, Thus the West Indies 


cal exertion? (S-4) 

8 The legendary opener who 
scored 3,024 runs from 48 
innings in the 1925 English 
summer for an average of 
70.32(4 5) 

11 The legendary opener who 
scored 3,336 runs from 52 
innings in the 1932 English 
summer for an average of 
7413(9) 

DOWN 

1 You have the answer to it if 
Ys1,E=9,A=8.R«5(4) 

2 What Kapil likes to have until 
his bat breaks? (1 5) 

3 All that you can expect a 
couple of hours after lunch 
( 13 ) 

4 Journey suggesting the call 
of the mountains (4) 

7 Just like Salim Ourani to - - 
the moment he collected all 



that cash from his Gulf Bene- 
fitl(4 2) 

8 The one who made Aussies 
see red on Green Park (4) 

9 Quaint cut going over Ed¬ 
monds? (4) 

10 Half bury Frontier Force 
enthusiast? (4) 


won the tive match series 2-1 

Q. Against which country did 
Sir Garfield Sobers play his last 
Test and what was his perfor¬ 
mance? 

-OineshK, 

Madras. 

A Sobers played his last Test 
agaist England in Tnnidad in the 
1973-74 series He scored a zero in 
the first innings and 20 m the 
second He captured three vvfckets 
for 80 runs in that match 

Q What is the birth date of A 
G Kripal Singh and K S Indrajit- 
sinhji? 

- Mahendra Mehta. 

Andheri, Bombay. 

A AG Kripal Singh 6-8-1933, 
and K S Indrajitsinhji 15-6-1937 

Q. What is the Test bowling 
record of T L Goddard and P 
Pollock of South Africa? 

-Dinkar Ganesh, 
Pune. 


A Goddard has played 41 
Tests, and taken 123 wickets at an 
average of 26 22, by giving away 
3226 runs 

Pollock has played 28 Tests, and 
taken 116 wickets, at an average of 
24 18, giving away 2806 runs 

Q. When did Suresh Babu 
win a silver medal fqr decathlon 
in the Asian Games? 

- Rupesh Chawla, 
Kalyan. 

A Suresh Babu won the silver 
for decathlon in the 1974 Teheran 
Asian Games 


Q. When, where and against 
whom did B B Nimbaikar score 
443 not out in a RanjI Trophy 
match? 

-Shankaran Iyer, 
Bombay-50. 

A Nimbaikar scored 443 not 
out in 1948-49, playing against 
Kathiawar, at Poona 
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Keep up the 
good work 


T he new monthly senes on 
non-cncketing Indian sports¬ 
men and women which you have 
started is very good The articles on 
Anita Sood, Adille Sumariwalla and 
Zafar Iqbal by Tom Alter made ex¬ 
cellent reading 

This may not appeal to many of 
your readers, but there is just too 
much of attention devoted to crick¬ 
et and cricketers by you 

The other sporting disciplines get 
step-motherly treatment because 
of the preponderance of cricket For 
example, when Kapil Dev was 
dropped after the, second Test 
against England there was a na¬ 
tional furore 

But when Zafar opted out of the 
team for the Asia Cup hockey 
championship, nobody bothered to 
find out the real reasons even th 
ough It was obvio us that Zafar had 

Bridge from p, $5 

one spade and exits with a diamond 
declarer can prevail He wins the 
diamond in hand and cashes his 
clubs 

108 
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ml 

K7 
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nil 

A diamond to dummy squeezes 
West, forcing him to bare his spade 
knave or the heart ace 

So the defence has to cash both 
spades bringing this position 
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. Now communication is there to 
cash all winners The play of an 
immediate low diamond from KQ3 
prevails if East knave is nodding but 
the defence can recover if declarer 
cashes a diamond honour before 
playing the trey 


dropped out because he could not 
see eye to eye with the selectors 

I hope you will keep up this good 
work and give just coverage to all 
sports If cricket coverage is so im- 
, portant, you can increase the 
number of pages of the magazine 
so as pot to deprive the other 
sports and sportsmen of their due 
exposure 

-Shishir Goenka, 
Bombay-20 

lOA’s sordid 
interference 

I N A RECENT seminar in New Del¬ 
hi, the Union Minister of State for 
Sports, R K Jaichandra Singh had 
expressed a hope that everybody 
connected with sports would be 
imbued with a spirit of service 

Within a month of the minister's 
statement, comes the Indian Olym¬ 
pic Associations interference in 
the affairs of the Indian Hockey Fe 
deration 

However considering the past re¬ 
cord, the recent developments will 
not create shock waves in sporting 
circles The adminstrative affairs of 
a large number of sports bodies are 
in a pathetic state 

On Its part, the government also 
needs to play a meaningful role in 
the field of sports There are fre¬ 
quent reports on tapping fresh ta¬ 
lent but very little is actually done 

And what about the media? The 
overall sports coverage by the me¬ 
dia leaves a lot to be desired Only a 
few sport dominate 

While the media has glamorised 
these sports and its sportsmen, the 
other disciplines have just not been 
cared for 

One can only hope that minister 
Jaichandra s hope does not remain 
a hope forever 

-Jaimin Bhatt, 
Bombay-SB 

Hockey crowds 
are back 

O NE OF THE more heartening 
aspects of the Bombay Gold 
Cup Hockey tournament was the 
large attendances from the semifin¬ 
al stage onwards 

For the last decade or so, the 
BHA stands almost always wore a 
deserted look But with the top 
teams from India and PI A from 
across the border participating in 
this year s tournament the crowds 
have come back 

Perhaps it may be due only to the 
growing interest in the country ir^ 
all sports 


Whatever be the real reason, it 
was good to see hockey getting the 
patronage it deserves 

Till very recently, it was the game 
at which we were the best Given 
the encouragement and the expo¬ 
sure, there is no reason why we 
cannot regain our glory 

-Rajinder Singh, 
Bombay-f 1. 

Soccer mafia 
in full swing 

T HERE IS LITTLE doubt that a 
mafia operates in Indian soccer 
which has resulted in the game 
stagnating at an abysmal level 

For proof one need only ses the 
results of the Indian team in the 
Pre-World Cup soccer qualifying 
rounds played recently 

Soccer in the country has for a 
long time been the victim of fac¬ 
tionalism and regional bias 
Only a chosen few are selected 
year after year though they have 
never delivered the goods 

Even the services of a foreign 
coach Ciric Milovan could not pull 
India out of the rut 

But the coach is hardly to be 
blamed for the ills which dog the 
sport in the country for he was not 
allowed a free hand to choose his 
team He gave up in disgust and 
went awav 

It IS time the authonties con¬ 
cerned woke up to the grave dang¬ 
er this sport IS facing in the country 
Most footballers are not interested 
in playing for the country 
Their attention is always fo¬ 
cussed on the handsome amounts 
the Calcutta clubs are willing to pay 
for the season Their interest rises 
and dies with the interest shown by 
these clubs 

Football in the country, mean¬ 
while IS dying a gradual death 

-David Mascarenhas, 
. . Mapusa, Goa 

A distinct 
disadvantage 

T HE PROPOSAL to play 80 overs 
on the first day and the remain¬ 
ing 40 on the second in the 1987 
World Cup IS an insensible move, 
as the side batting second will face 
a distinct disadvantage 

It IS common knowledge that 
batsmen,^have necessarily to play 
out a few overs on a new day to get 
their eye in Imagine two batsmen 
who are well settled on the first 
day, having to come out, take fresh 
guard and then get their eye in 

30®'" -Rameah Chandran, 
Caloutta-19. 
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If you think you know 

where Kinetic will go in the competitive two-wheeler market, 

congratulations,you're right! 



Up! 

That s the way we look at it 
And we II do it not just by selling more two wheelers 
and making profits but by working the way we have 
been doing for the past twelve years 
Innovating 

Kinetic have always believed Indian customers deserve 
the best 

And that sjust what we re geared to deliver 
In succession to tf.e Luna range and the unique Spark 
Kinetic IS manufacturing a whole range of two-wheelers 
especially suited to Indian conditions and the Indian 
rider 

A range worth looking forward to 
So now that you have a choice of two wheelers, 
remember the big name in the business 
Kinetic Fngineering Limited 



Kmene 

BiG/MaUlNGUMmD 

That'S right-the Luna and Spark people. 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


irYOPCAHAHSWBE”Y lS"TO 
3 OUT (V4 OF THESE QUESnONS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE BOY WHO DELIVEBS YOUR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


1. 

On Sunday morning, does your newspaper live up to your eipeclations ? 

TisnBon 

2 . 

Do Kbuthwani Singh, Kuldip Nayar, Beian Oaruivala, M V Kamalb 
and other celebrities visit you every Sunday 7 

YESDEOD 

3. 

Does Nutan help solve your personal problems, and can you consult 

Dr R. Wadia tor your ailments every Sunday? 

YESDNOD 

4. 

Do your kids grab your Sunday paper betore you can 7 

YESDNOn 


If your answer to ar^ three of the above questions is NO, then it*s 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunder complete, 

SUNDAY 

MID-DAY 

THE COMPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
Published from Bombay 
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PAGE! 

WITH BETTER technique, Rich- 
arfls may have filled in more 
columns in the statistical sections 
of cricket books But the game, as a 
visual spectacle would have been 
poorer Ayaz Memon profiles the 
West Indies superstar who lad his 
team to victory over New Zealand 
at Bridgetown 


PAGE26 

IT WAS THE PERFECT climax to 
an afternoon which had progres¬ 
sively hypnotised the v^ote 
country and had been buifding 
remorselessly to just this moment 
Christopher Hilton wirtes on the 
first of ‘the Great Matches', the 
Lord's Test of 1968 between 
England and the West Indies 




PAGE 10 

WEST INDIES NEEDED only 37 
minutes on the fourth day to polish 
off the tail and beat New Zealand at 
Bridgetown Malcolm Marshall was 
the man who brought about New 
Zealand s disaster, claiming seven 
wickets Tony Cozier reports 



PAGE 16 

DESPITE THE FACT that Ranji 
did not play much cricket in India, 
and none for India, the country 
holds his memory in reverence The 
Ranji Trophy Championship is a 
fitting memorial for him A new 
series for SPORTSWEEK readers 
The Trends-setters,' by PN 
Sundaresan 


PAGE35 

EXCEPT FOR THE Sunday 
matches, the crowd has not been 
what one expected and they have 
yet to get their money's worth 
They are watching the country's 
best and highest paid players, but 
the artistry they are so famous for 
IS yet to come R Arvindam reports 
on the Federation Cop soccer from 
Bangalore 

PAGE40 

IT WAS A GREAT victory for 
Indian Airlines over the fancied PIA 
team A look into what actually 
transformed the Indian Airlines 
team into a matchwinning combin¬ 
ation by Tom Alter 
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I ffi I V/V/ANi?/CHA/?DS • 

The Calypso king 
who has defied 
imagination 

By Ayaz Memon 

T he capteincy of the West Indies 
cricket team has devolved 
naturally on Vivian Richards The 
only other contenders were Gordon 
Greenidge and Michael Holding 
The latter has expressed his wish to 
retire after the present series 
against New Zealand and was 
therefore out of serious contention 

Greenidge, who started his Test 
career along with Richards, has 
been a genteel introverted char¬ 
acter who has always preferred to 
remain in the background 

For some reason, Greenidge has 
not been totally accepted by the 
West Indian people He spent his 
formative years in England and 
despite being eligible to play for his 
adopted country, chose to play for 
the West Indies The stigma, how¬ 
ever, remains 

Richards has been the logical 
successor to Clive Lloyd for some 
time now As the worlds premier 
batsman, he has been the key 
player for West Indies for almost a 
decade, and after the unceremon¬ 
ious exit from Test cncket of the 
then vice captain Alvin Kallicbarran, 
has been Lloyd s deputy since 
1980 

There were some intitial misgiv¬ 
ings against Richards appointment 
as Lloyd s heir For one, there was 
the doubt that captaincy would 
affect his batting Secondly, 
Richards was reputed to be a 
volatile man who could by his 
arrogant behaviour, disrupt the 
unity and camraderie Lloyd had 
strived to achieve so tactfully over 
a decade 

If his first series as captain is any 
indication, Richards has proved all 
these doubts to be unfounded. Hts 
first Test win as captain has come 
against New Zealand, a side which 
incidentally the all-conquering 
West Indies had not beaten for 19 i 
years More than anything Ihte 
should pleaae Lloyd who had^ihada 






Vlu Rlchards...he remaina the commanding. Imperious bataman 
he always was 





^ It qufM apparent in his last few 
years that Richards should be the 
man to succeed him 

Richards has also mellowed He 
has had to wait a long time to 
assume leadership, what with 
Lloyd seemingly going on forever 
The big man's diplomacy and tact 
in handling giant egos, and strong 
regional feelings has obviously 
rubbed off on Richards The West 
Indies team seems to be as motiv¬ 
ated as ever to extend their run as 
the unofficial world champions 

Most important, the responsibi¬ 
lity of captaincy has not affected 
Richards batting He remains the 
commanding, imperious batsman 
he always was His two half- 
centuries in the first Test and a 
hundred in the third vindicate this 


Richards has been tiny Antigua s 
gift to West Indies cricket, and from 
if thence to world cricket, though 
many bowlers round the world 
would cringe at this statement 

Plucked out from near anonymity 
after a brief stmt with Alf Cover and 
only one season with Somerset, for 
the tour of India in 1974-75 
Richards has traversed an eventful 
and one of the more remarkable 
careers in cricket history to be 
acknowledged as one of the all 
time great batsmen 

Ironically, Richards career would 
have been stillborn had Lawrence 
Rowe, the brightest West Indian 
prospect in the early 70 s not been 
dogged with injuries and bad luck 
Sent primarily as an understudy to 
the top batsmen on the 1974 tour 
Richards got a fortuitous break in 
the first Test itself Rowe contract 
ed an eye ailment just as the tour 
began and Richards was capped 

4 It was an undistinguished debut 
He could not read Chandrasekhar's 
medium paced leg spin and googly 
at all and was a disaster in both 
innings But with Rowe out for the 
entire series, Lloyd had no option 
but to play him in the second Test 
too Richards survived ^sfV confi¬ 
dent appeal for a catcWnbehind, off 
Venkat, when on 13 The Indian 
players still insist that he was out 
Richards on his part, is equally 
emphatic that he wasn't The fact 
remains that, Richards got the 
benefit of doubt from the umpire 
and went on to make 192 unbeaten 
runs 


As IS so often the case, it is just 
one big innings that a players gives 
him that self confidence to gpt off 
the starting blocks, so to say 
Richards has not looked back since 


As one of the most protrfic run- 
..^ttere in contemporary i»icket, 
l^ioherds has defied Imsgination as 


' ■ ' . - 


much as he has nourished it His 
techrtique transcends convention 
Some cntics insist that he has no 
technique worth the namSi Hts 
(latent shot, the stroke beanng his 
trade mark, is die left foot down the 
track to whipagood lesngth delivery 
on the off stump to the on side In 
fact his penchant for playing 
strokes on the on side is so conspi¬ 
cuous that an unknowing observer 
would feet that a thick or leading,, 
edge is immment Many bDwIersr* 
bowling to him for the first time 
thought so too Nobody thinks like 
that now 

The first lessons learnt in the 
backyards and the streets in the 
part of the world to which he 
belongs is You have a bat in your 
hand with which you have to hit the 



Once Via gets going, there's 
no stopping him 

ball to make runs and also prevent 
getting out It is a lesson in formu¬ 
lating the survival instinct And it is 
this instictive genius which has 
typified the great West Indian bats¬ 
men of the past Headley, the three 
W's, Sir Garfield Sobers Rohan 
Kanhai to names few 

Richards is a lineal descendant, 
cricketwise of these all-time greats, 
upholding the same tradition of 
exciting, explosive strokemaking A 
natural strokeplayer is the euphe¬ 
mism used for such players Rich¬ 
ards ranks very high even amongst 
the greats mentioned above 

Built like a boxer, Richards is 
perhaps the hardest snkcr of the 
ball in contemporary qrioket The 
power comes from the wnsts, 
strong end supple, arKf from the 


broad muscular shoulders As ad 
eye (ilayer, sheer strength has been 
his second line of defence A fbtse 
or miscued stroke has often carried 
to the boundary or evaded the in¬ 
field because of the power behind 
It 


He has never worn a helmet 
Rarefy ducked For that matter, 
bowlers rarely test him with 
‘bouncers for a swivel of the trunk, a 
parabolic swing of the bat and the 
ball IS invariably seen hitting the 
pickets, sometimes clearing it 


There has to be a question mark 
against him as far as playing 
quality spin bowling is concerned 
Throughout his career, he has not 
really been tested by slow bowlers 
Chandra had him in tangles in his 
first couple of Tests Even on India s 
tour of West Indies in 197b when 
he struck a purple patch and went 
on to score 1700 odd runs that 
year, Richards benefited more than 
any other batsman by some un¬ 
characteristic lapses behind the 
wickets fay Ktrmani off the spinners 
Bedi and Chandra 

Once he gets set, there is no 
stopping Richards The chink in his 
armour is that he is desperate to 
dominate the bowling and bowlers 
as soon as he arrives 

Lillee m his book Over and Out, 
while averring that Richards 'S the 
best batsman he has bowled to, f 
adds that he is susceptible to the 
moving ball outside the off stump 
(who isnt), and that, more often 
than not the problem he now faces 
IS of boredom He gifts his wicket 
away through sheer ennui This is a 
complex which even Vivian s 
predecessor, and namesake the 
great Barry Richards suffered from 
and this explanation is closer to the 
truth for the number of bnlliant but 
brief innings he has played 

For all that Richards will go down 
as the most commanding, even inti¬ 
midating batsman in the post war' 
era Critics have likened his mastery 
over bowling to that of Sir Don 
Bradman in hts pnn», which is the 
highest tribute any batsman can 
hojaefor 

To pick 'holes jn his batting 
because of technical deficiencies is 
a futile and puenie exercise Some 
men are knowrt to make their own 
laws, do as they please 

With better technique, Richards 
may have filled in more columns in 
the statistical sections of cricket 
books But the game as a visual 
spectacle, would nave been poorer 

3 
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Victory 
long las 



From Tony Cozier in Barbados 


I T took the West Indies only 37 
I'linutes to conclude their first 
Test victory over New Zealand m 
16 years on the final morning of the 
third Test 

When Gordon Greenidge drove 
the occasional bowler Ken Ruther 
ford to the cover boundary for four 
to formalise the 10 wicket margin. 
It was the first West Indian win 
over New Zealand since the first 
Test of the 1969 series in Auck¬ 
land Since then the Jeams have 
played 13 Test and New Zealand 
have won the only two decided 

It was also the first outright 
result in eight New Zealand Tests in 
the Caribbean as all five in 1972 
rind the first two Tests this tinr' 
were drawn and the first Test 
victory for Vivian Richards as West 
Indies captain 

Only ram. which accounted f6r 
eight hours lost, stretched the 
natch into thp final day New 
Zealand's hope's were crushed 
when they wore dismissed for 94 in 
Ihoir first innings, the lowest total 
in a Test at Kensington Oval, and it 
was scant consolation that they at 
least managed to avoid an innings 
defeat 

They did so inspite of the quick 
loss of their specialist batsman, 
vice captain Jeremy Coney, who 
added only two to his defiant 81 on 
the fourth day' 

Wicket-keeper Ian Smith 
resumed his innings interrupted on 
the previous afternoon by a painful 
blow on the forearm from Marshall 
and put New Zealand ahead with 
two cuts over the slips for boundar 
les 

His aggression could not last and 
Marshall claimed his seventh wick¬ 
et of the innings when Smith s 
miscued hook lobbed back for a 
return catch. 

Rast and. aggressive as usual, 
Marshall took ail his wickets deliv¬ 
ering from around the wicket, 
seven for 80 in the innings, 11 for 
120 in the match; 

10| 



Viv Richards...held the West Indies 
innings together, scoring a century 
with typical authority 

Persisterit, if not heavy, rain res¬ 
tricted the first day of the third Test 
to an hour and a half but it was 
enough for the West Indies fast 
bowlers to make immediate use of 
the advantage of bowling first, on a 
well-grassed pitch 

Malcolm Marshall dismissed 
John Wright in his first over and 
Ken Rutherford in his second Joel 
Garner accounted for captian Geoff 
Howarth in his first and New 
Zealand were suddenly three wick¬ 
ets for one run 

With much difficulty, the Crowe 
brothers held on till tea at 1,7 for 
three, Jeff dropped by Gus Log^ie at 
third slip off Garner at one. Soon 
afterwards. Michael Holding 
loushed Martin Crowe further and 
further back into his crease until he 
stepped onto his legstump, hit 
wicket for 14. 

New Zealand were simply exist¬ 
ing when ram that delayed the start 
until 55 minutes before tea reap¬ 
peared to the embarrassment of 
hotel managers on this tourist 
island and to the relief of the bats¬ 
men 


The loss of the toss was a cruet 
psychological blow to the New 
Zealanders. The record of the 
ground was enough to convince 
them that fast bowling would 
dominate and that their best ■ - 
perhaps only - chance of escaping 
calamity would be to bowl first, 
particularly as the pilch had noti¬ 
ceably sweated under heavy cover¬ 
ing. 

It took only six balls to confirm 
their worst fears. Wright-pulled his 
bat away too late from a lifting ball 
from Marshall and it brushed the 
blade on its way through to the 
wicketkeeper. 

Howarth steered the fifth ball of 
the next over low to gully and Ken 
Rutherford collected his third 
nought in four Test innings in the 
series when he edged a superb ball 
from Marshall to first slip. 

New Zealand's woes were com¬ 
pounded when Martin Crowe, after 
an hour and a quarter solid batting, 
was our five minutes before the rain 
came again. 

At that stage. Garner had con¬ 
ceded only one run from his eight 
overs Holding none frorn his four 
and Jeff Crowe had been in an hour 
and a half for one at the close. 

New Zealand -folded up for a 
pathetic 94 on the second day 
which was also curtailed by rain. 
They then rsijyced the West Indies 
to 174 for seven but then could not 
sustain their effort and conceded a 
foreboding first innings deficit of 
242 just after tea on the third day. 

Facing the prospect of batting 
through the last hour and*a Half of 
the day, the New Zealanders were 
given welcome respite by overcau¬ 
tious umpires who offered them the 
option, gratefully accepted, of. leav¬ 
ing the fielH as the light deteriorat¬ 
ed after four overs with their total 
15 without loss. 

Captain Vivian Richards held the 
West Indies innings together with 
his 19th Test century, 105 fh^de ./• 
with typiMf aot^rity. ti^ Sih^ ^ 













Jerentjf Conejf...tcored a fighting, defiant 83 


and important eighth wicket part¬ 
nership of 83 with Malcolm Mar¬ 
shall who then added 70 for the 
ninth with Joel Gamer. 

The West Indies finally totalled 
336, in reply to New Zealand's 94 
Marshall falling in the first over 
after tea for an impressive and 
stylish 63 while Garner was left 
undefeated 37 that included one of 
the biggest sixes anyone could 
remember at Kensington Oval, 
straight back over the pavilion off 
the left-arm' spinner Stephen 
Boock. 

They very nearly seared Richards 
with the first ball of the day, a 
mistimed hook off Richard Hadlee 
falling just short of Boock running 
in and diving forward from deep 
square leg, fast bowler Derek Stirl¬ 
ing had night-watchman Winston- 
Davis caught behind after 40 min¬ 
utes, Ewan ChatfieW was rewarded 
for persistently accurate bowling 
when he had Gus Logie caught at 
slip for 7 and Jeffrey Dujon was 
bowled off the inside edge by 
hadleofor7. 

By then Richards was well Set¬ 
tled and Marshall came in to enjoy 
the delights of a true pitch in bright 
sunshine, matching Richards al¬ 
most stroke for stroke. 

Richards hooked Hadlee for six 
and lifted successive balls from 
Boock for two more on his way to 
his first century as West Indies 
captain, he had 12 fours besides 
when Martin Crowe lept high at 
mid-wicket to pull down a superb 
catch off Boock. 

Marshall and Garner then treated 
their hometown crowd to thrilling 
strokeplay that yielded three sixes 
off Boocjs.and 70 at a mn a minute 
when Marshall provided Jeff Crowe 
with his fourth catch for the innings 
atfirstslip. . . 

Jeremy . Cpney and Stephen' 
Bioook held on for an l^r and three' 
qohrte^ fa ^ jefghth wibicei pan.- 
rfatah^ tNit diaht^ ^ Weet 1^ 


a fourth day victory and forced 
them to spend an anxious night 
watching the unsettled weather. 

Boock joined the dependable 
Coney quarter of an hour after tea 
with New Zealand 149 for seven, 
effectively for eight, since wicket¬ 
keeper Ian Smith had retired hurt 
nursing a painfully bruised forearm 
after being hit by a ball from 
Malcolm Marshall. They were not 
separated until five minutes to the 
end when Boock pushed a bouncer 
from Malcolm Marshall into short- 
leg's hands after making 22. Coney 
defiant for three hours 40 minutes 
for 81 was there at the end at 228 
for eight 

A damp outfield delayed the start 
for an hour and Malcolm Marshall, 
all bustle and aggression, quickly 
swept aside the top of the New 
Zealand order - captain Geoff 
Howarth caught at shortleg mis¬ 
timing a hook, Ken Rutherford 
taken in the slips and Martin Crowe 
caught down the legside by the 
wicketkeeper. 

By lunch. New Zealand were 51 
for three and wickets fall steadily 
until Boock joined Coney, Winston 
Davis yorked Jeff Crowe for 4 and 
then had the left-handed John 
Wright caught at second slip for a 
confident 64, that included eight 
vyell-struck boundaries. 

By then. Coney was well set and 
Michael Holding had left the field 
after an unsuccessful atterrtpt to 
bowl with a strained hamstring. 

U was a handicap for the West 
Indies who were heavHy dependent 
on the speed of ManshaH, always 
difficult bdwiing from round the 
wicket When he came back, he 
immedietely.hit Sjmith as the bats¬ 
man inissea his hook stroke and 
then bowjed Derek Stirling im un¬ 
usual fashion, the ball diyerting into 
the stufhps from off his helmet . 

With Richard Hadlee spooning a 
catch to midoff, thg VVest Indies 
Wete on course for an early victory. 


Fan of wicXalt 1-1. M, 3-1 4-18. 5-37. 6 44. 
7-80.8-89; 9-SO 

.BOWLING 

0 M R W 
Marshall '15 3 40 4 

Garnar 15 9 14 2 

Holdtr>i} 7 4 1 ? 1 

Davis 10.4 5 28 3 

WEST INOtES-1 at limin«a: 

C.Q.GratnidgscJ CrowabHadlaa 2 

DLHaynasc Smith DHadlaa 62 

n B Richardson Ibw b M. Crow* 22 

HA Gomescj CrowsbM Cronva 0 

W W Davit Smith b Stirling 18 

I.V.A. Richards c M Cfowa b Booch 10S 

AL Logie c 3.J Crowe bChstliald 7 

PJ Duiobn b Hadlee 3 

M D. Marshal c J Crowe b Chetfield 63 

J Garner (not ouil 37 

MA Holding c Smith b Sliding 1 

Estret (b2. IbB, w6, nb2l 18 

Total 336 

Fell ol wickets 1-12, 2 91, 3-91. 4-95, 6-142. 
6-161,7-174,8 267,9-327 

bowling 


Hafbe 
Chatlleld 
Stirling 
M Crowe 
Boock 


28 10 
141 0 
10 2 
15 1 


NEW ZEAlAND-2nd Innings: 

J.G Wright c Richardson b Davis 64 

G P Howarth c Haynea b Marshall 6 

K R Rutharford c Holding b Martabll 2' 

M D Crows c Ouiob b Marashall 2 

JJ C'owabOsvia 4 

JV Coney c Logieb Marshall 63 

1 0 S. Smith e and b Marshall 26 

R 3 Hsdiaa c Grsenidgd b Davis 3 

D. A Sliding b Marshall 3 

S L. Boock c Haynaa b Marshal 22 

E. 3 Chatfieldlnoloul) 4 

Esuaslb-e, lb-1, w-2.nb-l9l ^ 30 

Total 248 

Fall of wickets 1-26, 2-35, 3-45. 4-80, 6-108, 


6-141,7.149.8-226,9-235 
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MALCOLM DENZIL MARSHALL 

A model professional 


SW Correspondent 


W HEN cricket history books of 
the future recall the domin 
ance of the West Indies over the 
past decade, they will be bound to 
record that the mam cause for the 
success of the teams which Clive 
Lloyd led in that time has been the 
phenomenal depth of fast bowling 
which they have all possessed 

There is a great and long tradition 
in fast bowling in West Indies crick¬ 
et from the early 1900s when the 
Trinidadian professionalsWoods 
and Cumberbatch, made their mark 
through the 1920s and 1930s with 
John Francis, Constantine Griffith, 
Martindale and Hylton into the 
1960s, with Hall and Griffith up to 
the modern generation 

At no time however, have the 
West Indies-or any other team en¬ 
gaged in Test cricket for that mat¬ 
ter-managed to produce such 
quantity and quality of fast bowlers 
as they have done in past decade 

In that time Andy Roberts and 
Michael Holding established them- 


selves as a combination as effec¬ 
tive and as menacing as John and 
Francis or Hall and Griffith had 
been 

They were followed into the team 
by Joel Garner and Colin Croft and 
later, by Malcolm Marshall and 
Sylvester Clarke with other out¬ 
standing bowlers such as Wayne 
Daniel and Winston Davis -provid¬ 
ing a depth to the selectors which 
has transformed the game 

It has become standard practice 
now for the West Indies to take the 
field with four fast bowlers in any 
Test they play, to choose no fewer 
than SIX in a touring team 

In this period, the responsibilty 
for leading the attack has changed 
hands several times, the role of the 
fastest of the lot has passed from 
one individual to another, from Ro¬ 
berts, to Holding, to Croft and now, 
indisputably, to Marshall 

Over the past two years, as wear 
and tear have taken toll of those 



Malcolm Marshall... his enthusiasm 
has not been dulled by the surfeit 
of cricket 


such as Roberts and Holding, the 
Australians, Dennis Lillee and Jeff 
Thomson, the Pakistani Imran Khan 
and the Englishman Bob Willis, 
MALCOLM DENZIL MARSHALL 
has claimed the mantle of the fas¬ 
test bowler in the game 

His returns since overcoming a 
worrying back injury following the' 
Australian tour of 1981*82 nave 
provided statistical proof of his 
development In 1982 he set a re: 
cord of 134 wickets playing for 
Hampshire in the English County 
Championship 

’ Yet, apart from the fact that he 
was born and bred into cricket m 
Barbados, there is nothing to sug¬ 
gest that Marshall should (waiify as 
one of the fastest bowlers the 
game has known 

When photographers assembled 
the SIX West Indians for their par¬ 
ade of the most feared attack in the 
game during the 1982-83 Austra¬ 
lian tour, Marshall was a misfit 
alongside the «ther8, all massive 
men, over six feet tall with the 
builds of heavyweight boxera- 
Roberts, Gamer, Croft, Holding and 
Clarke. 

Marshall, in contrast, is hve feet, 

11 Inches m height, p rpCfS 170 

akwreviifiiiy^ 










pounds in weight. Yet he has deve¬ 
loped ,a style of delivery with 
complements his hidden strength 
and his own natural coprdipation to 
such a degree that jtotgr rfien have, 
ev6r been able to propefa cricket* 
ball faster. 

Marshall was not always a fast 
bowler, although he has been a 
cricketer from the time he can re¬ 
member. which is only natural in 
Barbados. There his first school 
was St. Giles' Boys which was also 
the first school of another of the 
many great West Indian fast’ 
bowlers, Wes Hall. 

Encouraged mainly by his grand¬ 
father, Oscar Welch, young Mar¬ 
shall tasted his first competitive 
cricket in the under-15 School 
Championship at Parkinson 
Comprehensive imd his develop¬ 
ment, as batsman and medium- 
pace bowler, was such that he won 
his way into the Barbados youth 
team for the annual West Indies 
Championships, as captain in his 
last eligible year. 

From the Texaco Club, playing in 
the intermediate division of the Bar¬ 
bados Cricket Association, Mar¬ 
shall progressed into the famous 
Spartan Club and '^en into the 
Banks Brewery team, showing his 
worth at the highest level. Division 
1 . 

A strirrg of consistent perfor¬ 
mances there earned him a place in 
the Barbados Shell Shield team in 
1978 at a time when almost all the 
leading West Indian cricketers had 
signed contracts with Kerry 
Packer's World Series Cricket and 
were away in Australia. 

None of them was available for 
the tour of India in 1978-79 so 
places were available to reserves 
who would not ordinarily have got a 
look in. 

Among those chosen, the name 
which caused the most surprise - 
not least to the man himself - was 
Marshall's. He had played just a sin¬ 
gle first-class match at the time and 
although he took six for 77 against 
Jamaica in it, his inclusion was un¬ 
expected. 

The selectors; So often maligned 
for supposed mistakes, deserve all 
credit for their foresight then. 

Marshall has gone frop> strength 
to strength since those early days. 
That Indian tour proved a tough but 
beneficial initiation, just three wick¬ 
ets irt the three Tests he played 
although in all first-q^jass matches, 
he topped the bovW^ syerages 

yyiththemp8tvyickew42.,, . : 

The results were Immediaiety 
fsrtwti yirheh,fw 


set a new wicket-taking redord in a 
Shield season for Beimados with 
25: By May of 1979, he Was bowl¬ 
ing for Hampshire, having signed to 
replace Andy Roberts just a tew 
months earlier, and his eareet aa a 
professional cricketer was under¬ 
way. 

And Marshall has proved a model 
professional. His enthusiasm has 
not been dulled by the surfeit of 
cricket to which the modern player 
is subjected and he continues to 
work on his game, playing particu¬ 
lar attention to fitness after several 
bouts of injury and learning all the 
time. 

He attributes some of his most 
recent successes to his newly- 
acquired ability to make the bail cut 
from leg after he had sought Dennis 
Lillee's advice during the 1981-82 
tour of Australia. Always willing to 
discuss the game, Marshall delights 
in its intricacies and techniques. 

He has managed to generate the 
pace he now does by diligently 
working on his run-up and delivery. 
Like most fast bowlers, he used to 
start slowly, gradually gathering 
speed for the final burst on deNvery. 
Now he sprints throughout his an¬ 
gled run, culminating in a fast arm- 
action pivoting his torso with pre¬ 


cise timing and perfect co¬ 
ordination. ‘ - 

Apart from his pace, batsmen say 
that Marshaii creates problems be¬ 
cause ha "kids" on to them, proba¬ 
bly because he doesn't pound the 
ball into the pitch from the height of 
others such as Gamer and Holding. 

He is, let it be said, fortunate to be 
playing in such a fine team and to 
be supported at the opposite end 
by bowlers of such high quality as 
Gamer and Holding. Yet this does 
not detract from his achievements 
or his excellence. At Hampshire he 
does it without such eminent back¬ 
ing and does it just as effectively. 

. At the age of 27 (he was born 
April 18,1958) Marshall can antici¬ 
pate many years yet at the highest, 
level. There will be more accom¬ 
plishments to add to those he has 
recorded in recent years but as 
with so many fast bowlers, there is 
one which stiH eludes him and 
which he is confident is within his 
grasp - to score a Tost century. 

His style, and the fact that he has 
had three first class centuries end a 
Test innings of 92 are definite indi¬ 
cations that it is only a matter of 
time. He will not be satisfied until 
then, no matter how many wickets, 
he takes. 
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This is the 
captain of 
England 

speaking 
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By David Qowar 


Why South Africa 
can*t come out 
and play 


Interview by COLIN BATEMAN 



David Gower “From a pui c/y cricket point of view we would love to have SA back on Test circuits” 


N O SOONER have we in England 
put our problems behind us 
with the end of the ban on our 
cricketers who played m South 
Africa, than the Australians found 
themselves in turmoil 

Next winters proposed tour of 
South Africa by some Australian 
players has hit the team's planning 
for the eagerly - awaited tour here, 
and harmed their team-building 
hopes 

Also, several young players could 
be ruling themselves out of Tost 
cricket for the foreseeable future 

Australian captain Allan Border 
has been reported as saying that he 
understands why some of the 
players have taken the big firtanciat 
opportunity of playing there He be¬ 


lieves It may be time to re-start of 
ficial matches with South Africa to 
stop rebel tours 

I sympathise with him From a 
purely cncket point of view we 
would love to have South Africa 
back on the Test circuit 

Serious 

They would add something to the 
international game, and from the 
South Afncan point of view their 
cricketers would love to be given 
the chance to play top level serious 
Test cncket again 

Efforts have been made in South 
Afnca to meet many of the condi¬ 
tions laid down about ntulti-racial 
cncket as a prerequisite of being al¬ 
lowed to return to the mtamational 
arena, but the practicahtlas are that 


any official engagement with South 
Africa would be met immediately 
with protests by Governments in 
the West Indies, India, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka 

Therefore, any move to wel¬ 
come South Africa back is likely 
to cause an immediate split in 
world cricket 

And because these are the facts 
of cncket life we are bound to pre¬ 
serve the whole of international 
cncket rathbr than cater for one 
side of It which would cause that 
split 

However much most cncketars 
may bka the idea of playing with 
and against those of any nationa- 
iity, colour or creed, the South Afn¬ 
can sporting scene is inextrioabiy 
tied up with world pofitvea, 












‘‘I'm not sure how I would cope without mp fiancee Vicki looking 

after things for me at home in Leicester'’ 

■ - . . “ ■*—- ---- 


.■ . 

The Test playing nations aw not 
likely to come to any agreement th¬ 
at South Africa has done enough, 
so the ban must continue and we 
will have to accept the constant 
possibility of rebel tours being or¬ 
ganised 

,lt IS a problem I think cricket 
must learn to live with 

The situation is as ever highly 
frustrating for sportsmbn. But 
until governments change their 
attitude there is nohing we can 
do about It 

It will be a great shame if the 
Australian tour is affected to any 
great extent by the problem but 
fortunately it seems only three of 
the ongiral party will be missing 
although they are three good 
players 

And It has given Jeff Thomson 
the chance to return to England 
That, to say the least, will be inter¬ 
esting for us and the supporters 

The next few weeks are impor¬ 
tant for the England side as there 
are a number of players competing 

It will be a great 
shame if the 
Aussie tour is 
affected to any 
great extent by 
the problem 

fora limited number of places 

The so called South African re¬ 
bels are of course, available again 
and may have strong claims But it 
IS runs and wickets that will count 
when It comes to earning places 
next month for the forthcoming 
Ashes battles 

Everybody in cricket gets stirred 
up by England v Australia the ol¬ 
dest, keenest battle in the game 

This summer's confrontation, 
when we hope to regain the Ashes, 
will, of course, be no different 

But I don t think the three players 
Australia have lost to the rebel 
South African lour - Terry Aider- 
man, Bod McCurdy and Steve 
Rixon- will weaken the side at all 

No team leaving Australia is 
going to giva England an aasy 
time. 

Geoff Lawson and Craig Mt^r- 
mott are two genuinely quick 
bowlers, captain Allan Border and 
Kepler Wesseib afp i^hty bats- 
mwt, and In Sjmon Otlonnefi tfity 
have e powarM axcittifg ypling all- 


rounder who should benefit greatly. 

Five months of being on tour mly 
sound like fun with the boys but it 
IS, in truth, a hfrd slog as any crick¬ 
et widow wilt tell you 

The wives and girifnends of pro¬ 
fessional cricketers know just how 
demanding the season, with its 
pressure games, long delays and 
tong journeys, can be. 

I'm not sure how I would cope 
without my fiancee Vicki looking 
after things for me at home In 
Leicester, it makek a treinandous 
difference having someone there to 
organise things, answer the tele¬ 
phone, which seldom atops ringing, 
and laundry. 


' Being with England puts extra 
demands on any player -1 must re¬ 
ceive up to 100 letters some weeks 
* and if I didn't have someone pre¬ 
pared to help at home I would pro¬ 
bably have to have secretariat as¬ 
sistance at the Leicester ground 

I'm lucky if I spend half the sum¬ 
mer at home and even when I am 
after a day's cncket I'm not much 
use to anybody 

Vicki, thankfully, steems happy to 
cope - and there are compensa¬ 
tions 

She often joins me for a few days 
away during Teats. On last winter's 
tour, for instance, we had a month 
together in Australia 
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IlF TREND SETTERS 1^ INDIAN SPORT 

K.S. RAN JITSINHJI 


His character was 
as beautiful as 
his batting 


By P.N. Sundaresan 


Beginning this 
issue, we publish 
a series of articles 
‘Trend setters* 
which will high* 
light ^ leading 
sportsmen of the 
past who have in¬ 
fluenced Indian 
sport. 


M ore than anybody else, it was 
WG Grace who popularised 
the game of cricket "His genial pier- 
sonakty, his Jovian form, his inex¬ 
haustible vitality and stamina and 
enthusiasm, all combined with his 
prodigious prowess to make him 
the focus of an empire's devotion to 
the game' 

W G Grace, according to H S 
Altham and E W Swanton, co¬ 
authors of the History of Cncket, 
"contracted fifty years of cncket 
history into a single span which he 
bestrode like a Colossus, and he de¬ 
fied all possible rivalry in the future 
by virtue of the conditions under 
which he won and consolidated 
his supremacy " According to Ne¬ 
ville Cardus Crickets genius, its 
Englishness of nature, became visi¬ 
ble and incarnate m him " 

After Grace had paved the way 
for what was to be the golden per¬ 
iod of batting, arrived Arthur 
Shrewsbury, the first modem bats¬ 
man 

'He would find little to trouble his 
method in the latest contemporary 
attack," in the opinion of Cardus 
Because he played back mainly 
and -what prescience and pro- 
phocyl - he covered up with his 
pads 

"According to my researches, he 
was the first to systematically use 
the ‘second line of defence' and to 
base his defence on the back foot 
close to the spinning ball He played 
forward only when he could safely 
reach to the ball's pitch - unless the 
flight deceived him, which was sel¬ 
dom 

'Shrewsbury demonstrated that 
the ball could be watched almost to 
the bat on the 'stickiest wicket'. He 
was, indeed the greatest of all 
players on a sticky wicket" 

“Batsmanship was now a thing in > 

16 


Itself which the crowds flocked to 
see, apart from any particularly pal¬ 
pitating anxiety about the result of 
the match One after another the 
procession increases as it moves 
across our sunset stage 

"Shrewbury and Gunn and John 
Shuter and the Reads of Surrey, 
then the crescendo - Maclaren and 


Fry and Bobby Abel and Hayward 
and Palairet and Brown and Tunni- 
cliffe and Quaife and Johnny 
Tyldesley and a host of others and 
also the Australians, but all of them, 
no matter how high they stood, 
overshadowed at last by the mCst 
wonderful batsman of the lot, in¬ 
explicable unless in terms of gen¬ 
ius ' 



K.S. Ranjltalnhfi... tht tudlan game devefpped on proeaie 
butthelnapiratidno/luu^waeapota^lnfiveooe 





To bring to th« rsadors a true pic< 
tura of RanjI one has to resort to the 
assessments made fay those 
writers and other critics who saw 
play and were beitched fay what th¬ 
ey saw. 

There is thus no need to apolo¬ 
gise in continuing to quote from 
Cardus: 'The arts and technique of 
all the great players - expecting th¬ 
ose of this wizard - can be ex¬ 
plained as the effect of known 
causes; they grew out of one an¬ 
other as the game developed by 
slow but natural stages, with here 
and there a comprehensive sum¬ 
ming-up of known pnnciples and a 
prophetic but logical anticipation of 
the next move forward 

"But now arnved a batsman who 
was unique, hp was not biologically 
accountable, he was a case of a 
complete and magical divergence 
from type He was 8 remarkable in¬ 
stance of the power and scope of 
cricket to express not only the style 
that IS the man but also the style th¬ 
at IS the race 

'The game was English through 
and through when he came to it, al¬ 
most Victonan in fact; the straight 
bat and the length ball, first princi¬ 


ples; or what iriight be called an 
eriiicaliy sanctwnad technigue, 
open and palpable and honoured by 
tong respectable'use. 

"When he turned approved 
science upside down and changed 
the geometry of batamarwhip to an 
esoteric legerdomain, we were be¬ 
witched to the realm of rope <- 
dancers and Snake-charmers." 

A law. unto himself, Ranji gave a 
twist to the occicfontal approach to 
batting. "His extraordinary quic¬ 
kness of eye arnl mind," the His¬ 
tory of Cricket puts down,'* al¬ 
lowed him to do things utterly im¬ 
possible for others. 

"He would play back to the fas¬ 
test bowlers on the fastest wicket, 
and never had to harry his stroke; 
his cutting was marvellous; his leg- 
side play has never been ap¬ 
proached, and he broke the hearts 
of the best bowlers by the way he 
deflected their fasjest break-backs 
to the boundary 

"It was not a glance, as we now 
understand the term; the ball was 
met with the full face of the bat, and 
at the psychological moment those 
wrists of steel pivoted, and the ball 


sped away to leg. 

''&it it la less commonly lealieed 
dtat he was a wonderful driver^ and 
indeed, in his later years deicerded 
defence more end more for atteeic, 
artd often played the inninn Of a 
pure Ntter, only than it wee baeited 
throughtout by his marvelously re¬ 
sourceful back-play." 

TtlS new trend in the art of bets- 
manah^ that Ranji set wa| ana¬ 
lysed best by none other-than^ito 
nephew K.S. Ouleepsinhji. "Not 
many people realise," commented 
Ouleep, "mat Rar^ left a greater |m- 

g rittt on cricket than anybody piae. 
sfore him, there were bbyere hare 
and there who had played bedt as a 

K re and simple defensive stroke; 

t on the whole, it was a forward 
game played then. 

"Itwas Ranji who made the back- 
stroke an attacking stroke. The idea 
of bamng up to then was that the 
ban must travel back more or iasa in 
the same direction from whde it 
came to the bat He changed thia by 
helping the bail In the same dtrec- 


He used the forward stroke for 
attack and back play for both 
attack and defence. 
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It 19 a popular fallacy that ha was 
a heavah*bom -ganiua who had no 
naad for appranticaahip at alt as a 
matter of fact no crickatar has aver 
practised more arduously. Ha 
would engage the bast professionai 
bowlers for a month or more in the 
spnng, and bat against them for 
hours every day, to learn the 
defence which his Indian exper¬ 
ience had not given him 



Of course, he was blessed with 
supreme natural gifts, and an alert 
and receptive mind, i^ysique that 
was at once strong, supple, and 
perfectly coordinated, and, as a re¬ 
sult a lightning quickness of con¬ 
ception and execution that no man, 
not even Victor Trumper, has ever 
quite equalled 

But It was by unremitting appli¬ 
cation that he trained himself to 
make the utmost of these innate 
advantages "Ranji, before he blos¬ 
somed into a great batsman, had 
established himself as a wonderful 
fieldsman in the slips 

It took time for the higher-ups in 
England to accept Ranti's prowess- 
"Prince Ranjitsinhji might knock up 
hundreds in match after match but 


the very idea of awarding him a 
Mie for Cambndge Univeraity was 
ridicutous" 

It was only in his last year at 
Cambndge that he was awarded 
die blue by his captain Stanley 
Jackson. Later in his career 
cropped up a similar problem 

'To many diehard Britons it 
seemed inconceivable that an In¬ 
dian should be accepted on equal 
terms with the Bntish on a Test 
match ground In 1896, Lord Hams 
forbade his inclusion in the England 
team for the first Test at Lord's " 


national today 

"If liudan cncket has become a 
national force and also something 
of an intemauonsi force today, it is 
because of the precept and exam¬ 
ple of Ranji For Indian cncket in 
particular and for India in general 
the prince was a seminal beneficial 
source. After him nobody could un¬ 
derrate Indian cricket, and the na¬ 
tional which could produce a per¬ 
sonality like him 

"For a long time too much was 
expected of Indian cricketers as a 
class Every Indian wfio took up a 


The silken-shirted Hindu re¬ 
mained in England most of the 
period 


On and off the field, Ranji was the 
perfect gentleman "His character," 
Duleep tells us," was as beautiful 
as his batting I believe ttiat a man's 
character may be seen in his bat¬ 
ting He radiated happiness and 
laughter arcHind him." 

An incident that revealed Ranji's 
character may be mentioned In 
1951, while shooting in Yorkshine 
he lost his nght aye due to a care¬ 
less shot fired by his companion 
Till the end of his life he did not re¬ 
veal his companioni 

What was RanJi's influence on 
the game in India "Ranji is now re¬ 
cognised to be what he uncons¬ 
ciously was, a maker of the modem 
Indian spirit' commented N S Ra- 
maswami in his centenary tntnite in 
the Indian Cricket artnual "His in¬ 
strument was cncket It is not to be 
dented that this game plays an im¬ 
portant part in the life of the Indian 


bat was exjiected to be a second 
Ranji The pnnce's genius descend 
to one of his nephews, but that was 
all The Indian game developed on 
prosaic lines, but the inspiration of 
Ranji was a potent influence 

The overall influence of Ranji in 
England is brought to us clearly 
both by Rowland Bowen, in his 
book on the history of cricket, and 
A G Gardiner, whos§. capsule de- 
scnption of Ranji as the prince of a 
small state but king of a great 
game," is familiar to every -stu 
dent of literature 

'The silken-shirted Hindu re 
mained in the country most of the 
penod' wrote Bown, 'though he 
had to give more and more of his 
time to managing his own states s 
affairs in India To the English pub¬ 
lic he typified the broadmindedness 
of Empire, as it was supposed, and 
he gave thpm a different mods of 
playing too' 



'It IS the Jam Sahib's supremk 
service that, through his genius for 
the English game, he has familiar¬ 
ised the English people with the 
idea of the Indian as a man of like 
affections with ourselves and with 
capacities beyond ours in direc¬ 
tions supix)sed to be peculiarly our 
own 

"In a word, he is the first Indian 
whp has touched the imagination 
of our people He has released 
trains of thought in the common 
mind that cannot fail to influence 
beneficially the popular feeling in 
regard to the ^Featest task that be¬ 
longs to us as a nation." This pio- 
turs was from Gardiner. 


Osepite the fact fliat Bfln^ did not 
play much cricket in lndia,and none 
for taiAa, the ooufitry holds his me> 
mory in ievarsnce» the ftanji 

MjbfhtHiai forWPV •• 1 
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A new-look Thomson 
with point to prove 


By Alan Thompson 



U tl I hitmsDii / tinn't think I need lo prove unvthmg to myself but a 
nuinlur nf fu d/iIi si i i» fn (hmh I am huint'd out and I need to prove tfirni 
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T OMMO the Second the Austra¬ 
lian of Scottish blood with the 
■p taken out of him is in mean 
mood 

Jeff Thomson, once one of Aus¬ 
tralia's most feared and fastest 
bowlers now touring as a selectors 
afterthought and make-weight, be¬ 
lieves he has one or two points to 
prove to a few people - and that 
could mean that England are in for a 
rough ride 

I don t think I need to prove an 
ything to myself But a number of 
people seem to think I am burned 
out and I need to prove them 
wrong,' he said during nets at 
Lord s 

After not playing Test cricket for 
a couple of years, and not being ori¬ 
ginally selected for this tour, I was 
seriously thinking of retiring 

In fact, I threw all my gear away 
and was contemplating spending 
my time big-game fishing off the 
Great Barrier Reef 

‘When the call came I had to buy 
new gear You could say there are 
bigger fish for me to catch over 
here' 

Jeff has mellowed over the years 
For one perturbing moment I th¬ 
ought he had turned grey-haired at 
the prospects of battling against 
the might of England until he ad¬ 
mitted to having had his hair 
flashed 

But he still retains some of the 
splendid belligerence that raises 
fast bowlers into a class apart 

"1 thought some of the men our 
selectors have picked were no bet¬ 
ter than me 

"Now I have a sense of purpose, 
something to aim for This could be 
the start of my second career 

"I still need three wickets to 
notch up 200 in Test encket but 
before I can do that I must re¬ 
establish myself m the side 

"It Is up to me, but I reckon I can 
still bowl as fast as anyone when I 


have to In shorter spell'; perhaps 
But in English conditions you do 
not always have to bowl fast and I 
can move the ball about off medium 
pace 

The cooler weather over here 
will also be a help to me ' 

And that could make Tommo too 
hot for many county batsmen to 
handle He has no wish to be a tour¬ 
ing squaddie but a burning ambi¬ 
tion to be among the leathernecks 
of the Test arenas 

Whatever our critics might say, I 
believe we have a very good side 
and young Craig McDermott, in 
particular, is very quick He is a gen¬ 
uine fast bowler 

I will not walk into the Test side 
I will have to work hard to get back 
but I need those three Test wickets 
badly - for my own personal satis¬ 
faction ■ 

One Tommo of a decade ago was 
bad enough news for England's 
batting line Now we face the pro¬ 
spect of two - a four-over fast man 


and a medium pacer seamer who 
will begin to beguile over longer 
spells 

Somehow, with the Ashes up for 
grabs, I do not think I shall relish th 
at prospect Already, I am begin- 
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My Best j 
Mate Marsh /i 


By Dennis Lillee 




H e stands only 5ft. 8 and a half 
ins., but his stockiness gives his 
body an indestructible look. He may 
only come up to your shoulders, but 
you'd think twice about insulting 
him because there's something 
about the thickness of his physique 
which suggests you might be a lot 
better off being his friend 

He plays tennis and golf right- 
handed, but bats left-handed. He 
.learned the piano as a kid and still 
sings because he refuses to be mu¬ 
sically ignorant. As his country's 
keeper. I've lost count of the times 
he has hovered mid-air, body out¬ 
stretched, fingertips clutching the 
ball 

There has only ever been one 
Rodney William Marsh. 

You have heard a lot of stories 
about Rod Marsh and what he has 
meant to me, as a mate and my as¬ 
sociate in what has been described 
as one of the most successful fast 
bowler-wicketkeeper partnerships 
in cricket history. Let me tell you 
another . 

The scene was certainly depress¬ 
ing enough. I was sitting in a corner 
of the dressing-room at Launces¬ 
ton, Tasmania, when I should have 
been out there playing for W A I 
had attempted another comeback, 
or should I say attempted again to 
overcome a withered right leg and a 
knee joint which kept filling with 
bone fragments and fluid 

I had bowled well during the first 
spell, taking a couple of wickets, 
then tried to come back for a se¬ 
cond and couldn't. I managed to fin¬ 
ish the over and when I limped de¬ 
jectedly from the ground, I must 
have looked like a broken-down 
gunfighter no longer game to walk 
the streets. 

Rod was the first to come up to 
me after the day’s play 

"How IS it?", he asked. 

"Not too bloody good", I satd. 

I suppose I could have used a bit 
of sympathy, particularly from my 
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old mate Bacchus. But no, he took 
the other tack. 

'Well, I suppose that's it. You 
can't make it back now. I reckon 
you ought to give it away", he said. 

I couldn't believe my ears. We'd 
had our verbal gymnastics before, 
but they only really ever masked 
our mutual affection. Now here he 
was laying down the "retirement" 
law as though he knew all about it. 
There wasn't a hint of kindness or 
understanding on his face. He just 
shook his head and said; "No way 
Forget it, pal" 

It worked, of course. I have al¬ 
ways thought of Rod as a very 
shrewd man. I’ll show the bastard, I 


thought to myself. In the cool of the 
evening later, I knew exactly what 
■Rod was trying to do In a way. rea¬ 
lising just that made me even more 
determined not to let myself down 
Not to let Australia down And not 
to give up and let myself down Th¬ 
ere was no way I was going to sky 
the towel and limp into retirement 
Not after Rod's subtle psychology 
He'd have never forgiven me 

In many ways. Rod Marsh is a 
much-maligned chaiacter Just 
about any cricket journalist in the 
land will tell you he is not the most 
polite man on earth He is, if anyth¬ 
ing, inclirted to call a spade a 
f.,..shovel rather than merely a 
spade There are no half-measures 
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?od Marah... In much ways, he was a much-matlgned ^h«/raeter 




abdut him, but make a friend of 
Becchu^ and you have a great, life¬ 
long mate. I m biased because our 
mateship goes back a long, tong 
way. 

I first laid eyes on him when I was 
about Y 7, which would have made 
him about 19. ke was playing for 
University and I for Perth Cricket 
Club in a grade match at the Univer¬ 
sity ground- 

Now Rod, until fairly late in his 
career, was never what you could 
call dapper. Certainly, he^ooks the . 
part these days in a suit grti tie, but 
even on the cricket field, while his 
whites are white and his keeping 
something to behold, he can still 
manage to look a touch untidy at 
times. 

Well, when he was a youngster 
he looked bloody dreadful. He had 
one shirt sleeve rolled up, the other 
down. In fact, the shirt was his big 
problem. He could never really find 
a way of keeping it tucked into his 
trousers. On reflection, the sto¬ 
mach overhang was the root of the 
shirt dilemma. He also looked as if 
he had been dieting on cream pud¬ 
ding and dumplings for most of his 
younger life. A more corpulent hu¬ 
man dome I'd never seen on a crick¬ 
et field. I was, however, about to 
learn that extra weight didn't count 
for one ounce with Rod Marsh. 

He opened the batting In those 
days, and when I ran in to bowl the 
first ball, I couldn't help but wonder 
how a bloke so slovenly could get a 
game of cricket in a top grade side. 
Then again, it was University, so he 
must have some talent. They let 
beatniks )n, so why not this fella? 

I made a classic mistake that day. 
Keep in mind I was young and raw 
concentrating only on bowling fast. 
The words "line and length had 
been mentioned to me but, hell 
speed was my go. Well, that slob 
Marsh started to carve me up. He 
despatched my shorter, faster balls 
to all points of the boundary. I kept 
thinking to myself that surety a 
bloke who looked as bad as he did 
couldn't keep playing shots like th¬ 
at. But he did. I livtshed Tdinever laid 
eyes on Rodney Mfirsh, vVhoevef he 
was. 

I didn't see rhuch thore of him 
either until we both founid our¬ 
selves in the W.A. te'amiJWe wade it 
Tirst and when (folloy^d. you CtAild 
hardly have called us close mates. 

In fact, my very first Closb-up im¬ 
pression, of, ftod eyas tnat .he was a 
tittle above it adt..'!',lives certainty in 
awe 9Si' I yentai^ into the first- 
daes acene< ,.ThlHr« 4 yfot ell of a 
sudden unpacking', my. baga with 
cktys't hadkilfwsea/.^t Rod waS:a 
j^rt^i«.4drrxi^a{M^i. ' 


' ih those days it you didn't do 
what he did, thep you didn't fitinto 
hib group. You see, Bod drank a bit. I 
cfidrt't. Rod played golf. I still don’t. 
Rod was one of the boys. I was a 
novice trying to take it all in. In 
short, I didn't seem to ht in. 

I suppose it shdufd also be point¬ 
ed out that our backgrounds were 
quite different. Rod was a university 
graduate. I left at high school stage 
and became a bank mhnnie. It could 
hardly be expected that we were 
going to b^. bosom buddies right 
avday. 

Rod was also a schoolteacher 
and schoolteachers were not my 
favourite people. I never had a great 
respect for most teachers. I always 
thought they were fine in theory, 
but not so good in practice. I had th- 




Rodney William ^Bacchus' 
‘Itongloves’ Marsh 
at theory for a long lime and, over 
the years, I really haven't seen any 
concrete evidence to change my 
mind. 

I think Rod and I always respect¬ 
ed each other's ability. Certainlv, I 
res|Mcted his. The bfoka just didn't 
let anything by him and he took 99 
catches out of a hundred, which 
hardly gives you room for com¬ 
plaint. 

I suppose the first bonds of 
friendship were forged when we 
began touring together 

wito Australian tekms. We ob- 
yiously got to- khow what made 
ea<^ other tipk. Tha.fdendsjhiip blos¬ 
somed. We rObmed, together, we 
joked togad^r, we fought together 


and we were always more than just 
partners on the pricket field, Well, 
almost always. 

White Rod has been a ^rmanent 
fixture in the Australian and W.'A. 
teams, he has been a real nomad in 
terms of his commitments to grade 
cricket He had played with no 
fewer than seven grade clubs in 
Perth, which must be some sort of a 
record. One of them was the Perth 
Cricket Club, where he played und¬ 
er my captaincy. 

I wasn't bowling at all at the time, 

I was directing traffic from mid-on 
or mid-off and trying to improve my 
batting while nursing myself to re¬ 
covery from a serious back injury. 
The fact that I wasn't able to bowl 
really didn't curb my natural in¬ 
stinct to win. It was always a ser¬ 
ious business as far as I wait con¬ 
cerned. 

On.this particular day, a batqman 

ra ldaballoutintothecoversand 
to run around the field There 
was absolutely no chance of a nin- 
out but to set the right'exaniple to 
the lads I sprinted around, gathered 
m the ball and fired into Bacchus aY 
return that would have winded the 
sphynx. 

While It all looked very nice, as 
the ball thudded into Rod's gloves, 
it didn't rmpress him one bit. He th¬ 
rew off his gibves and slung the ball 
back at maximum velocity. The only 
problem was that rather than cut , 
me in half, as, he had obviously in¬ 
tended, the ball flew about 10 feet 
over my head to the boundary. The 
words exchanged could never be 
printed. To this day, I haven't asked 
Rod why he threw that ball 

While Bacchus, like all of us, had 
his moments of corrtroversy, I can¬ 
not think of anyone whq better ty¬ 
pified the fighting spirit on a cricket 
field, whether it be a grade match, a 
Sheffield Shield game, or wearing 
his favourite grsen-and-goid. And 
I'm certain few people are aware of 
the pain he suffered and the sacri¬ 
fices the man made just to play 
cricket. 

In later years, he would limp into 
the rooms after each session‘in a 
day behind the stumps and pack his 
arthritic knee in ice. It had really 
troubled him for years, but he never 
complained. He would even pride 
him^f on being able to sprint over 
40 or 50 metres against the young 
blades and hold his own. 

His hands took a terrible pound¬ 
ing, too, never more so than in the 
Y 974-75 season against Mike Oen- 
rress and his Poms when Jeff 
Thomson was at his glove- 
touddirtg best. Again, no com- 
plaints. Nothing - certainly nothing J 






Rod’s batting/ell away a little towards the end of his career 


so mundane as injury or pain - was 
going to interfere with his involve 
ment with Test cricket 

Much - and all of it detrimental - 
was written and said about Rod s 
debut for Australia, in the first Test 
of the 1970-71 series against Eng¬ 
land No one (least of all Bacchus 
himself) was impressed One re¬ 
spected English scribe, John 
Woodcock, wrote with all the auth 
onty in the world that Rod must be 
replaced after just that one Test 

It was from that inauspicious de 
but that Bacchus earned the fa 
mous nickname Irongloves And 
for It we are indebted to of all peo¬ 
ple. Ian Chappell, his team-mate 
who was to become his skipper It 
was all in fun, of course, but it stuck 
And in those early days of Rod s in¬ 
ternational career, it hurt 

The wit of Doug Walters was to 
make mileage of it years later, when 
Rod broke Alan Knott's world re¬ 
cord for wickets taken by a Test 
keeper Walters was heard to re¬ 
mark that Rod would have broken 
It a long time ago if he'd accepted 
all those chances in his firstTest" 

What a tragedy it would have 
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been for Australian cricket had the 
selectors heeded the howls for 
Rod s sacking after that rather un¬ 
fortunate debut, although I'm sure 
he d have quickly fought his way 
back into the Test team and made 
the critics eat their misguided 
words I m sure, too, that the 
Irongloves tag made him all the 
more determined to prove the rub- 
bishers wrong Anddidhedothat< 

Rod s decision to join World Ser¬ 
ies Cricket allowed Steve Rixon, 
John Maclean and Kevim Wright 
the opportunity to play for the 
A C B s Australia But let's face it, 
the real action was with W S C I 
can tell you it was a bloody sight 
tougher than what they were fac¬ 
ing 

When the wounds and egos 
healed and Kerry Packer and the 
A C B got together, there were 
many critics who thought that Rod 
should have to prove himself all 
over again to dislodge Wright. 
What a load of rubbishi Behind the 
stumps. Marsh was on a planet ail 
of his own He was the incompHra-' 
ble 

I think It's fair to say that Rod’s 
batting fell.awsy a little towards the 


ertd of the career and I'lrj sure that 
the constant bombardment by the 
West Indies pace brigade had so¬ 
mething to do with that 

Despite Rod's relatively poor 
form with the bat by the earlier 
standards he set, he was-until 
Wayne' Phillips joined him in 
1984-the only Australian wicket¬ 
keeper to hit a Test century. He 
made the first of three Test 
hundreds against Pakistan, another 
against New Zealand and who will 
ever forget his 110 not out in Cen¬ 
tenary Test Ip Melbourne in 1 977? 

Poor old Bacchus has also been 
criticised for the lack of stumpings 
to his credit during his long career I 
have always thought this criticism 
most unfair Some people try to tell 
you that he lacked the skills to 
stand up to the slow bowlers The 
truth IS that he lacked the oppor¬ 
tunity 

it used to be unheard of to go into 
a Test match with four fast 
bowlers Today, if its not four, its 
three and this emphasis on pace 
certainly limited his opportunities 
to show how well he could keep to 
spin Alan Knott was probably a 
better keeper to spin bowling And 
why not-he had so much mote of it 
to handle ' Deadly" Derek Under¬ 
wood's 290-odd Test wickets pro¬ 
vided more than enough opportuni¬ 
ties 

But give me pace-and that s 
what my story is all about-and i'll 
have Bacchus any day of the week, 
thank you 

Certainly, he will take some re¬ 
placing, not only on the field, but in 
the dressing-room and away from 
the cricket arena altogether 

He was one who always had a 
word when it was needed, as well 
as an ear A sort of modern-day , 
Father Confessor, if you like, and it 
IS this aspect of the man that many 
people in the game are going to 
miss 

Bucchus was an aggressive 
competitor and he always tried to 
instil this into hi's team-mates He 
was always straightforward, which 
didn't leave anybody who was lis¬ 
tening to him in any doubt about 
what he was saying But while Rod 
Marsh always had a way with 
words, I prefer to think of him as a 
man whose actions always spoke a 
great deal louder^ 

' I repeat, there will never be ap- 
other Rod Marsh 

Mate, thanks for the memofies. 


CCM>YI|1GHT: UUes: Ow emf Out^ 
PubiistMid by Mediiien Al^rifihe Rbl-, 



BY THE WAY 


Put an end to this 
menace 


By Javed Akhtar 

T he big money bait has get again 
succeeded in snanng cricketers 
and lured them into embarking 
on a tour of South Africa, the land 
of apartheid and racial disenmina 
tion 

The Australian Cricket Board received 
a big jolt when It came to light that 
nearly half of the touring party 
bound for England for the Ashes 
senes had agreed to tour South 
Africa just before their departure 

The situation was saved somewhat by 
TV tycoon Kerry Packer who is 
reported to have matched the offer 
made to four of the seven cnck 
eters and prevented them from 
going to South Africa 

An embarrassed ACB's problems 
were further compounded when 
the three replacements themselves 
turned out to be mehbers of the 
group scheduled to tour South 
Africa 

The ACB has taken a firm stand 
threatening the rebel players with 
possible life ban ACB chairman 
Fred Bennett has made the 
Board's intention known in this 
regard 

The ACB went a step further by 
issuing Supreme Court writs to the 
seven players seeking injunctions 
to prevent them from touring 
South Africa 

Rodney Hogg, John Dyson, Graham 
Yallop. Jonn Maguire, Carl Racke 
mann, Steve Smith and Tom 
Hogan have been named as defen 
dants along with former Aussie 
Test player Bruce Francis de 
scribed as an agent of the South 
African Cricket Uhlon 

These players are under contract with 
the ACB till September30,1986 

The ACB has full support of the 
government and_Sports Minister 
John Brown announced a hard line 
against the rebels 

We have to make sure these men 
cannot play In ^strain again," 
BrOwnsald “If the ACB allows the 
dram to go on, well be pushed out 
erfeket It will be Australia us 
•Soi^ Africa and making else " 

It uvX beiiMerefting to see what comes 
out etf legal battle. But If the 
hfws frjBouf the oHtob 


pattern, there doesn't seem to be 
much hope for the ACB stopping 
the tour completely 

At the most the ACB will be able to 
claim damages but one supposes 
that this will be taken care of by the 
sponsors of the tour who are 
offering each player as much as 
'300,000dollars 

It IS time governments the world over 
realised that they need to take 
effective measures to check this 
menace It is all very well to expect 
the players not to fall prey to the 
designs of the unscrupulous ele 
Vients 

for a player who is over the hill and 
does not expect to play for the 
countrif again the offer of a huge 
amount is difficult to resist The 


kind of money that he would per 
haps find tt difficult to earn <n many 
many years. 

The Gleneagles Agreement of 1975, 
for all practical purposes, has re 
mained only on pa^r The coun 
tries of the world have been unsuc 
cessful In fully Implementing sport 
ing, trade and social boycott of 
South Africa 

A tough stand is needed,to be taken to 
prevent the agreement from turn 
mg Into a joke If needed, laws can 
be amended to stop those intend 
tng to tour South Afnca 

And for those defying this law, harsh 
penalties, including confiscation of 
all property and even depnvm^ the 
player concerned of his cltleerahlp 
can be provided 







CRICKET NOTES 



We owe our dignity to 
cricket, says Lloyd 


LIVE LLOYD former West In¬ 
dies captain says the game 
keeps the Caribean people close to 
each other and reduces nationalis¬ 
tic prejudices. 

He was speaking at a dinner in 
his honour recently organised by 
the West Indies Cricket Board of 
Control (WICBC) in his native island 
Guyana. 


WIC BC presented to him in appre¬ 
ciation of his outstanding leader¬ 
ship of Caribbean cricket. 

Lloyd played 110 Tests - the 
most by any West Indies cricketer, 
and scored 7,515 runs at an aver¬ 
age of 46.67. He captained the 
West Indies in a world record of 74 
Tests, winning 36, losing 12 and 
drawing 26. 


honour of Lloyd was attended by 
many former Windies players, the 
regional cricket administrators and 
the members of the New Zealand 
cricket team now playing in the 
Caribbeans. 

Lloyd was later presented with 
the 1984 'Sportsman-of-the-year' 
award at a function at Georgetown 
Club. 



Lloyd rated by the Caribean ch¬ 
roniclers as the best ever West 
Indies captain, described cricket as 
instrument of Caribbean cohesion, 
the remover of arid insularity and 
nationalistic prejudices. He said it 
was to "cricket and its many spin¬ 
offs that we owe our dignity 
abroad." 

"It is the musical instrument on 
which we orchestrate our emotions 
from the extremes of wild enthu¬ 
siasm to the depths of despair." 
said the 40-year-old Guyanese, 
who retired from Test cricket in 
January at the end of the Australian 
West Indies Test series. 

Lloyd said that he regarded his 
own playing days as a continuation 
of the revolution started by late Sir 
Frank Worrell, a former Barbados 
and West Indies captain. 

"If historians look for a wa¬ 
tershed in the fortunes of the West 
Indies cricket, I feel sure they will 
endorse unanimously the years of 
the Worrell," he said. 

Lloyd pointed out that it was Sir 
Erank who cultivated a new atti¬ 
tude to problems of West Indies 
cricket at a time when there was 
and the call for arithmetical repre¬ 
sentation for each country when 
there was lack of confidence that 
the general and particular methods 
of selectiori guaranteed that best 
available talent emerged. 

"I have always considered that 
the continuation of his work was 
.my goal. This is the criteria by 
which I would have my achieve¬ 
ments measured," he added. 

Glowing trjbuted were paid to 
Lloyd by Forbes Burnham, Presi¬ 
dent. Cooperative B<>public of 
Guyana and Allan Rae. President, 
WIC BC. 

Rae presented Lloyd widi a silver 
salver, one of a number of gj^ the 
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The valedectory dinner hosted in RAVI CHATURVEOI 






Lloyd a big name in 
Australia-Hall 


W ES Hall, manager of tha vic¬ 
torious West Indies team in 
Australia and presently managing 
the Windies squad against the 
touring New Zealand side in a 
recent interview over the Caribbean 
•Broadcasting Corporation (C.B.C.) 
stated that Clive Lloyd is a big 
name in Australia and all Austra¬ 
lians were proud to be associated 
with this celebrity of cricket, who 
was recently presented with the 
Order of Australia, which is equiva¬ 
lent to a kinghthood. 

Hall pointed out that there were 
many financial and commercial 
concerns very anxious to get Lloyd 
back into Australian cricket 

Hall said, ' Bob Hawke, prime 
minister of Australia is one who has 
shown keen interest in Lloyd's re¬ 
turn He has had' detailed discus¬ 
sions with Lloyd and Kerry Packer 
who has always taken an interest in 

Butts puts off 
marriage to 
make Test debut 

T he FACT that cricket has a do¬ 
minating effect on life in the 
Caribbeans does not require confir¬ 
mation. But if one was needed it 
was provided by Butts who decided 
to postpone his marriage to make a 
Test debut 

Clyde Butts the Guyanese off- 
spinner had planned his wedding 
on April 7 but he had an equally im¬ 
portant engagement that • day 
which too he could not afford to 
miss 

He was selected to represent 
West Indies against New Zealand 
in the first Test, forcing him to delay 
his matrimonial alliance with petite 
Marlene Giddiegs. 

Finally the wedding took place on 
the rest day of the Test at the Wes¬ 
leyan Church in Georgetown and 
was attended by the members of 
the West Indies ana New Zealand 
Cricket teams besides relatives and 
friends of the Ipricto and bridegroom. 

The lanky 27-year-old Butts did 
not have any iuckfOn the cricket 
field. He failed to taKka wicket, con¬ 
ceding18 runs off 47 overs. 

- sil^tW«X.,M»¥ 15-21,1«SS , 



IVes/ey Hall 


Lloyd's cricket career." 

But he opined that should Lloyd 
decide to return to Australia it 
would be a sad blow for the deve¬ 
lopment of cricket in the Carib¬ 
beans, as the West Indies would 
not be able to fully benefit from 
Lloyd's enormous talent and wealth 
of experience 

Ever since his return from Aus¬ 
tralia, Lloyd is ' having benefit 
matches and dinners in his honour 


all over .Cfribbeans where his 
enorr| ^gt^ |tftntdbution to .Csrib- 
beah captain and crick¬ 

eter has flHfMidely acclaimed. It 
seems dvlKt^se get togetherd 
the issudpK^^sation of Lloyd's 
services |f>I|he region has also 
figured but niching concreterseems 
to have emerged from these par¬ 
leys. 

e 

One feels the vital decision to 
stay on in England or to return to 
his native Guyana or to emigrate to 
Australia will be greatly influenced 
by his wife and children. They will 
consider what the future holds for 
them at these places^ The decision 
has been kept>in abeyance in view 
of an impending surgery that his 
wife is likely to undergo shortly. 

However, Lloyd had indicated 
some time back that he wilt like to 
be a full time manager of the West 
Indies team after hjs retirement. 
The ball seems to be in the West 
Indies Cricket Board of Control's 
court. Let us wait and watchl 

RAVI CHATURVEDI 


Barbados honours Sobers, Lloyd 


T he Barbados Cricket Associa¬ 
tion (8CA) honoured retired 
West Indies skipper Clive Lloyd for 
his outstanding contribution to 
regional cricket at a presentation 
ceremony during the third Test bet¬ 
ween New Zealand and West 
Indies at Kensington Oval. Bridge- 


formed the press that a $622,000 
paviliori would be named after the’ 
legendary Barbados and . West 
Indies cricketer Sir Garfield Sobers. 
The pavilion is regarded as the best 
in the West Indies so far which will; 
add beauty and colour to the 
Kensington Oval ground. 


On the eve of the Test briefing, 
Peter Short, president, BCA, in- 



Garfield Sobers 


The BCA presented Lloyd vyith a 
magnificent memento to comme¬ 
morate his long, association with 
West Indies cricket, both as a 
player and a successful captain 
during the luncheon interval on the 
second day of the third Test at 
Barbados. 

Sobers and Lloyd were escorted 
by Bernard St. John, Prime Minister 
of Barbados to the newjy con¬ 
structed pavilion ana Sobers de¬ 
clared it open before* the com¬ 
mencement of the third Test. 

After the pavilion commission¬ 
ing, Short said, "The BCA considers 
It appropriate to name it after one 
of the greatest cricketertthe world 
has ever seen. Sobers. We think it - 
will Im e living monument to a great 

R.C. ■ 
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Close call for 
hero Cowdrey 

By Christopher Hilton 


C OLIN COWDREY moved down 
the steps at Lord s as he had 
done so many times before a man 
comfortable with his own bulk 

He wore his England pullover and 
his England cap He was smiling 
slightly self consciously He held 
his bat in his right hand 

His left arm was encased in plas 
ter-as useless as a severed limb 

It was the perfect climax to an af 
ternoon which has progressively 
hypnotised the whole country and 
had been building remorselessly to 
just this moment 

The Second Test agaisnt the 
West Indies in June 1963 England 
had begun their second innings the 
day before, needing 234 to win At 


the end of play they needed another 
118 with seven wickets left 

That was really six wickets A 
short ball from Wesley Hall reared 
and smashed Cowdrey s arm 

Now on the final day, rain and 
bad light prevented play until 2 20 

The pitch was lively and Hall was 
the fastest bowler in the world His 
partner Charlie Griffith was hostile 
in a different way He had a curious 
action which gave his deliveries 
deadly bounce 

And batsmen he didn t like at all 

The not out batsmen overnight, 
Ken Barrington and Brian Close 
were forced to try and survive 

Barrington took 55 minutes to 


score five and in the first hour a 
bare 18 runs were scored 

Barrington was clinging on 
weaving playing and missing, send¬ 
ing the ball over the slips Griffith 
had him caught behind for 60, Eng¬ 
land 130 for four needing 104 

Jim Parks, a lively batsman, came 
in and he and Close pushed the 
score along to 158 before Griffith 
had him Ibw 

Fred Titmus was a stayer He was 
a short, chirpy man who could look 
rather less than elegant with a bat - 
but he was difficult to get out 

At tea, England were 171 for five 
It meant 85 minutes remained and 
63 runs were still needed but with 
an over-rate of 14 an hour that was 
going to be very awkard indeed 

But CIsoe was still there - Close 
so often pilloried Close who all his 
life traded in fearlessness - Close 
who had decided that if he couldn t 
play Hall and Griffith he would put 
his body inthe way and take the 
pain * 

No flinching No letting the 
sharks see blood At the end of it 
his body looked, as one player said 
' like a road map 

After tea Hall had Titmus caught 
andthe very next ball Fred Trueman 
caught too That was 203 for seven 
- and cnsis David Allen came in at 
, No 10 

In the First Test, he had made five 
and one in the first innings here, 
two His object Stay with Close 

Close now decided on the outra¬ 
geous - or so It appeared He was 
going to charge Hall, full frontal 

As Hall flowed in to bowl. Close 
would move up the wicket as if the 
man was a slow spinner 

"It wasn’t unthinking bravado," 
Close was to say, "Far from it" He 
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The fearless Brian Close,., by the end of It Ms t>ody looked, as one player 
said, “like a road map” 
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Colin Cowdrey.,. It was a test oj 
courage Jor the bruised hero 

made Hall "lose his rag' 

Allen was astonished spectator 
at the other end "He charged Wes 
and Wes couldn't believe it Wes 
stopped in his run-up but Close 
called to him Come on - bowl" 

There were 19 minutes left Close 
calculated that that was four overs 
And he knew he had to winthe 
match himself 

Close In came Charlie from the 
Nursery End, the same casual, easy 
run-up and then suddenly it was the 
bouncer 

'Not only that, but it came up the 
hill like an off-spinner a very, very 
fast bounceing off-spinner' 

The ball flicked the bottom of the 
bat - Close was in the act hitting at 
It, all right - and was caught by the 
wicketkeeper standing fully 20 
yards back He had made 70 and it 
had taken 3 hours 50 minutes 

Nineteen minutes left, 15 to win 

In the commentary box John Ar- 
lott was talking about the classic 
unity of time, wickets, runs Now all 
three were coming together 

Derek Shackleton, the No 11 
made his way to the wicket He was 
an old hand, he wasn't going to 
panic He and Allen chipped and 
stole ten runs - nobody gave a 
damn how 

One over left, eight to win The 
SIX o'clock news on television was 
thrown into chaos They left the 
cricket The switchboard was 
jammed. They went back to the 
cricket 

Allen said to Shackleton he'd run 
if he had half a mid-on and nobody 
at mid-off" 

Hall, a magnificent athlete, came 
in to Shackleton- No run from the 
first ball, a scampered single 
from^e second, another - to Alien 
- from the third ' ^ 

Shackleton faced;wain- ThrM 
tefi; ei* to win. They set off 


again but Frank Worrell at short tdg 
grabbed the ball and, in a mael¬ 
strom -Of noise, outran ShiWkiston 
to the bowler's end and broke the 
stumps. * 

And so Colin Cowdrey moved 
down the steps and out batsmen 
had crossed At 'least Cowdrey 
didn't have to face thS bowling 
And if he did he would do so one- 
handed and left-handed, to protect 
his arm 

Two balls left 

He asked Cowdrey "What does 
the skipper say^" 

"It's entirety up to you But don't 
throw It away " 

Then Allen went back "I couldn't 
afford to take a single and give Co¬ 
lin the strike It had to be twos or 
fours only' 

And this against the fastest 
bowler in the world 

That fifth ball was just short of a 


length Allen played back to it very 
calmly 

Hall tramped awSy Worrell said 
to him "Whatever you do don't 
bowl a no-balU" Hall continued to 
the end of his run-up 

Any one of four results were pos¬ 
sible from this final ball - a win for 
either side, a draw or a tre 

It IS always, says Allen, easier to 
be m the middle than watching it 
His calmness, his sense of detach¬ 
ment remained despite the mount¬ 
ing hysteria He settled If he could 
cut the ball or force it on the leg 
side he's do that 

In came Hall "It was short - a ty¬ 
pical fast bowler's length " Allen re¬ 
members, as if the ball is still com¬ 
ing at him these 20 years later He 
had no time to do anything except 
get onto the back foot and play it 

No run 

It had ended as a draw the most 
famous draw them all 



Lord's scoreboard 

WEST INDIES 

Fint lnAiAQ» 


Second Inmnga 


C Hunts c Close b T rueman 

44 

c Cowdreyb Sha< ktaton 

7 

E McMorns ibw Trueman 

16 

c Cowdrey b Ttueman 

8 

0 Sobers c Cowdrey b Allen 

42 

c Perks b Truemai'i’ 

8 

H Kanhai c Edrich b Trueman 

73 

r Cowdreyb Shackleton 

21 

B Butchat c Barrington b Truaman 

14 

Ibw Shackleton 

133 

J Solomon Ibw Shackleton 

56 

c Stewart b Alien 

5 

F Worrell b Trueman 

0 

r Stewart b Truemart 

33 

D Murray c Cowdrey b T ruaman 

20 

1 Parks b Trueman 1 

2 

W Hail not out 

2b 

c Parks b Trueman 

2 

C Griffith c Cowdrey b Shat k laton 

0 

b Shackleton 

1 

L Gibbs c Stewart h Shackletr n 

0 

notout 

1 

BIO Lb 1 

11 

0 5 Lb 2 Nb 1 

8 

Total 

JOI 

Total 

-229 

FALL-51 64 127 145 219 219 263 
297 297 


FALL-15 15 64 84 104 214 
224 226 228 


BOWLINQ-Fu-at Inninga Trueman 44 16 100 6 Shackleton 50 2 ?? 91 3 Oexier |20 6 41 0 

Close 9 3 210 Allen 10 3 35 1 Second Innmge Truemen 26 9 5 25 ShackJeton 

34 14 72 4 Titmus 1 7 3 47 0 Alien ?1 7 SO 1 



ENGLAND 

Fir»t fnmnge 


Second Innmge 


M Stewart c Kanhai b Griffith 

2 

c Solomon b Hall 

17 

J Edrich c Murray b Griffith 

0 

c Murray b Hall 

B 

E Daster Ibw Sobers 

70 

b Gibbs 

2 

K Barrington c Sobers b Worrell 

80 

r Murray b Gnffith 

60 

C Cowdrey b Gibbs * 

4 

not out 

9 

8 Close c Murray b Griffith 

9 

c Murray b Griffith 

70 

JParltasbWarrall 

35 

Ibw Griffith 

17 

F Titmus not out 

52 

cMrMorttab Hall 

11 

F Truaman b Hall , 

10 

c Murray b Halt 

0 

0 Allan ibw Griffith 

2 

not out 

4 

D ShacUaton b Gnffith 

8 

c run out 

4 

B8 IbB nb9 

2S 

B 5 lb 8 nb 3 

16 

Total ' 

297 

lotal(9wktsi 

228 

FALL-2 20 102 115 151 206 235 271 
274 


FALL-t5 27 31 130 158 203 
203 219 226 


BOWLIWG-FIrat limlnga Hall 16 2 85 1 

Gnttitb 26-6 91 5 Sobara 18 4 45 1 

Gibbs 

I 27-8 59 1. Worrell 13 8 12 2 Second Inmngs 

Hall 49 9 93 4 Griffith 20 7 59 3 

Gibbs 

1 17-7-56 t,Sobara4-t 4-0 
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STATISTICS 


India in One-Day Matches: 

A survey of the 1984>85 season 

By B.B. Mama ___ 



Played 

Won 

Lost Drew 

vsAustrahdtnInd e) 

b 


3 ? 

vs F akistan (in Pakistan) 

2 


1 1 

vs England ( n In 1 al 

B8H World Ch irr piorish p r 1 

5 

1 

4 

Cm ket Cup ( n Austral 

5 

b 


Rottn 4nsCup(i $har|ah) 

7 

? 



19 8 8 3 


Match by match rttault 


Delt 

Tr vdndrum 

Ahmndaba 1 
If di>rt 
Q i»\Xi 
Siaihot 
Puof 
Cuitack 
Bdngdioff 
N39PU 

Chin i gdf^ 
Mplbouff>p 
Sydne/ 
Malbourr t 

Sv Jf PV 
M< Ih > jffti 

Sh irja) 

Sha J^h 


Au traiid heal India by 48 run& 
ii d land Austnl<a(Abandonod| 
Ind i and A jMraha (Abnndonod) 
Australia b^at Ind a by 7 wkts 
Australia heat In^ia by b wkts 
Pakistan biai Ind a by 46 runs 
Pak Stan and I idia (Abar donrd) 
t iqiand beat India by 4 vykts 
tnqland beat India (Faster 8 R) 
tngland boat Ind a by 3 wkt^ 

Ind a beet tngland by 3 wkta 
Er^giand best India by 7 runs 
Ind a beat Pak sian by 6 wkts 
I 'id > beat England by 86 runs 
Ind a beat A jstraiia by 8 wkis 
tndii boat Now Zealand by 7 wkts 
hid a br at Pakistan by 6 WRts 
hid a br it Pakistan by 38 run« 

Ind a beat Australia by 3 wkts 


A figure curtostty In the S mati h lim ted overs se les against England India 
scored 1 runs morn n the i. vi^ r all tally (1026 as against England s 1023) and 
took 3 w ckats more <32 as tqa nst 29) Yet England tr umphod by an ovtr all 
nargm uf 3 mit hes (4 wins m nus one defeat) 

Highest totals 

2^2 b (49 overs) vs England (Cuttack) 

241 7 (4 7 4 ov(rs)vs England (Nagpur) 

235 5 (43 overs) vs Austral a (Indorp) 

Mb 9 (bO overs) vs England (Sydney) 

Lowest Totals 

114 5 (I b overs) vs England (Chand garh) 

1 ?S 42 4 overs) vs Pak Stan (Shariah) 


Individual scorea of 90 plus 

10b Dll p Vengsarkar vs England (Pune) 

102 Ravi Shastn vs Australia (Indore) 

102 Rav) Shastri vs England (Cuttack) 

99 Knsh Srdkantb vs England (Cuttack) 

94* D )ip Vengsarkar vs Pakistan (Sialkot) 

93* Mohd Azharuddin vs Pakistan (Melbourne 
93* Knsh Sr kkanth vs Australia (Melbourne) 

NOTE India compiled a total of 22 fifties (including 3 tons) in the seaso(V-6 
byShaatr (me 2hjndreds) SbySokkanth and 4 by Vengsarkar ( nc oneren 
t( ry) Sun I Gavaskar and Kapil Dev each scored 2 fifties whilst Roger Bmny 
Sandeep Patil and Azharuddm had one apiece 


Century wiefcet pertnerehtp 

168 (1 St Wkt) Shastri 8 Snkkanth vs Eng (Cuttack) 

143 (3rd Wkt) Vengsarkar & Patil va Pak (Sieikot) 

132 (4th Wkt) Azharuddin & Gavaakar va Pak (Melbourne) 
124 (1 st Wkt) Shastri & SHkkanth vs Aua (Men>ourne) 
118 (2nd Wkt) Srtkkenth & Vengsarkar vs Eng (Pune) 

116 (3rd Wkt) Shastri 8 Gavaakar vs Aue (Indore) 

106* (4th Wkt) Vengsarkar & Kapil Dev va NZ (Sydney) 
T04 (1 at Wkt) Shastn 8 Binny va Aus (Ahmedatad) 

103 (1 st Wkt) Shaatn 8 Snkkanth vs Pak (Melbourne) 



DUIp Vengaarkar... hla 105 against England at Pune la 
the highest Individual score for India In one~dayera 
during 1984-85 


ThtM mora «vick*ts in an Innlngi 


4-3S Rogor Binny va Pak (Melbourna) 

4 37Madanl.alvsNZ|Svdnav) 

4~40 Ravi Shaatn va Eng INagtiurl 
3-17 Kapil Oav va Pak (Shaiiah) 

3 23 Kapil Davva Pak IMelbournal 
3 24TA SakharvaEngiChandigarhl 
3-27 Roger Bmny va Ags IMalbourna) 

3-30 Ravi Shaatn va Eng IGvdnay) 

3 31 Ran Shaatn vaNZtSydnavl 

3-35 L Sivaramakriahnan va Pak (Mafboume) 

3-36 Kapil Oav va Pak IQuattal 

3-36 Kapil Dev va Eng (Bangaleral 

3-391 Sivaranwkriahnan va Eng ISvdnay) 

3-43 Aahofc fatal va Ada llndota) 


a 
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’Pakistan International Airlines may 
lave a better fleet of airplanes than 
rtdlan Airlines, but when it comes to 
ockey players, the latter are streets 
head-or so it was in the Bombay Gold 
tfp Hockey tournament this year. 

ith a fine amalgamation of youth and 
perlence, bravado and shrewdness, 
iian Airlines clipped PIA's wings with 
emphatic 4-1 win in the flnal. i 

Ipper Merwyn Fernandes (receiving j 
trophy above) had a superb I 

mament. He led from the front and 1 
lazzling stickwork left many I 
nders flummoxed. I 

Indian Airlines could hardly have ■ 
eved the wins they did without the H 
jbtable centre halfHardeep Singh jjg 
who brought back memories of AJit Pal U 
Singh with his clever ball distribution, fl| 
and his supreme positional play either KB 
in defence or up in front. BB 







A rejuvenated Zafar Iqbal * 

had Ms moments of glory. A new 
development in the former India 
captain's game is the powerful centre 
he sends In from the left flank. In any 
case Zafar provided enough proof. If 
proof was needed, that he Is the best ^ 

outsideleft In the country. ^ 





Mumtaz Haidar's' 
opportunism corrled^^ 
Pakistan thfdugk to ^ 
the final. Inside the 
circle, with his roving' ^ 
eve and a free swinging 
stick which rarely 
tni.ssed the mark, Haider 
was lethal. Unfortunately 
for PM. he ran out of 
steam in the final. 
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The Pakistan International Airlines 
team came with a daunting reputation. 
With 11 Olympicans in their ranks 
they were expected to brush aside 
all opposition. But with very little 
practise and on a difficult, natural 
grass surface they ran Into 
immediate problems. In this 
context they did well to finish 
runners up. They would have 
fared much worse but for skipper 
Qasim Zla, who was a tower of 
strength in the defence. Calm and 
unruffled, Zia showed why he is 
regarded as one of the finest 
defenders in the world with his 
clean, but effective tackling. 







Calcutta giants 
get tossed around 
unceremoniously 
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Babu Mani of Mohun Bagan scores his team’s fourth goal against ICF. Madras. Bagan won 7-0 


The Bagan defence looks a bit 
slow and if only Salgaocar showed 
more dash in their frontline, they 
could have rattled their rivals Goal 
keeper Pratap Ghosh of Mohan 
Bagan brought off a good save, 
once off a rasping drive from Her¬ 
cules Gomes following a free-kick, 
but soon after, fumbled with a 
sharp header from Sarto Baptists; 
and luckily for Bagan, substitute 
Cyril Diad who had just come on to 
the field reacted late, as the ball 
came to him, and shot wide. 

Lawrence Gomes matches his 
counterpart Prasanta's perfor¬ 
mance but Baptists in this match 
was on the slowrside. Bagan still 
looks the best team so far to win 
this tournamept. However, Md 
Sporting, who are tn line for a uni¬ 
que hat-trick are well and truly in 
the soup They have drawn both 
their matches, the first against Pun¬ 
jab State Electricity Board and the 
second against CiL, Bangalore, 
easily the weakest team in thii 


tournament 

Playing against CIL, the reigning 
champions did not seem to realise 
the situation they were in. They had 
to win and the bigger the victory 
margin, the better it would have 
been for them 

First, they made too many 
changes in the team and then, after 
Sanjib Bhattacharya had got their 
goal in -the first half, they relaxed 
and paid dearly for it, for CIL man¬ 
aged the equalisbr - a superb effort 
indeed * and held on grimmly for a 
draw 

Rajkumar from the centre raced 
down the left flank with Prem Dorji 
and Moid-Ui-lslam in hot pursuit,, 
but he kept on and sent across a 
beauty which flashed past goal¬ 
keeper Atanu Bhattecharye - and 
Paul Arokiadas headed it home, 
coming in like a bolt frbm/tha blue. 

Dempo drevy 1-1 with Purjjab 
State Electricity Board and at the 


time pf writing are to play Md. 
Sportirfg. 

East Bengal have all th*- big 
names but not the combination, 
with both Jamshed Nassiri and Kri- 
shanu Dey yet to show their dass. 
Only Debashish Roy has been im¬ 
pressive and he's the one- who got 
the lone goal which gave them vic¬ 
tory over plucky Central Excise. 

.They now clash with JCT mills in 
the last group 0 matbh and should 
sail through, for the Phagwara team 
have been the disappointment of 
the tournament. Winners of the 
Madura Coats Centenary and Nag- 
jee Tournafhents, JCT went down 
by 0-3 margins to both HAL and 
Central Excise and are put of the 
reckonihg. Ifs been a shocking pef- 
forntehed.: V . , . , 

The two legs ofthesecor^ s^- 
finato kie sch^ptedtOrlMtay: 




















ABOVE: Satgaocar’S Lawrence Cornea misaea a glorioua chance to score paat Tata cuatodlan Bandya. Fhe 
Bombay team loat 0-1. BELOW: Bobu Mani Is dearly obatructed by Madura Coata’ Narayan Mohan 
Bagan won 1-0. 





35 














Sishir Ghosh (extreme left) of Mohan Bagan scoring against ICF. while the grounded ICF custodian 
Krishnan looks helplessly on 



LEFT: The ICF custodian Krishnan in^a midrair tussle with K. Choudha^ of Mohan Bagan, RIGHT: HAL's 
Havindranathan In an aerial duel withlRaai: Bengal'sBit^wa^t Bhottdchdrya ahd Pebasftfsh Roy (down! 





















Pfcs Santosh Ghosh 
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MAURICE AFONSO 

'''' " ' ' " ' I ■! I I I I 

Goa’s gift to Indian soccer 


O NE OF the main reasons for 
Goa s poor performance In the 
recently concluded 41st Nationaf 
Football Championship in Uttar 
Pradesh was the absence of Maur¬ 
ice Afonso in the mid field 

23'year-oid Maurice could not be 
there to assist Goa as he was m the 
Indian team for the pre-world cup 
tournament 

Maurice who has now estab 
lished himself as a permanent 
member of the National side made 
his debut in international soccer in 
1983 and has played for India in 18 
matches so far 

He first played for Goa in the na¬ 
tionals at Calcutta the same year 

Maurice said that tie learnt the 
fundamentals of the game from 
Cajetan Lobo at St Bosco High 
School Chinchinima village where 
he was born 

There were some better players 
in the school team and I did not 
really excel in the game at that 
stage But some former players did 
consider me as a promising young 
ster and had high expectations 
from me Maurice said and added 
that he was really lucky to start his 
career with Salcete Football Club 

My game began improving with 
every match that I played for Sal¬ 
cete and It made an impression on 
the selectors of Salgaocar Sports 
Club 1 was delighted when 1 had an 
offer from Salgaocann 1981 and it 
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Maurice Afonso... his Inclusion In 
the Indian team deprived Goa of his 
valuable services 


was during my association with 
Salgaocar that I could really make a 
good name for myself, Maurice ad 
mitted 

Maurice joined glamour outfit 
Dempo this season only after serv¬ 
ing Salgaocar for three years So far 
he has been able to do duty for 
Dempo just once and that was in 
the super league match which 
Dempo were unlucky to lose to Sal¬ 
gaocar 

For a greater part of the season 
Maurice has been in the Indian 
team rather than with Dempo His 
inclusion in the Indian team also de¬ 
prived Goa of hts valuable services 
m the Nationals Goa needed hrs 
services badly in a bid to perform 
the hattrick of winnihg the coveted 
Santosh Trophy Goa lost one of th¬ 
eir quarter final league matches to 
Services by three goals and also 
dropped a point in Andhra thereby 
failing to reach the semi-finals The 
strong mid field combination of Ar¬ 
nold, Maurice and Herbert had 
played a vital role In Goa's triumph 
at Madras last year 

Maunce considers JCT Mills 
from Pagwara as the best Side at 
the moment He expressed his dis¬ 
appointment for havirm rmi^iad tfie 
recent finals of the MMUra Coats 
tournament benwMn Dempo and 


JCT 

JCT are virtually a Punjab state 
side and they play a fast game foi 
which they are endowed with good 
stamina 

Parmar in defendh, Parminder in 
the mid-field and Kashmira in at¬ 
tack are the great performers for 
them,' said Maurice 'Parminder, 
with a superb control over the 
game is their real play maker," he 
added 

I have great respect for Ciric 
Milovan for he is truly a fine coach 
Milovan likes players who work 
hard and are always prepared to 
put their best feet forward for the 
country He motivates the players 
very well and has a knack to explain 
the things clearly during practice 
session," Maurice said 

Personally I have learnt many 
things from him The exposure to 
international soccer has helped to 
improve my game to a considerable 
extent The best game that I have 
played so far was against Iran in the 
Asia Cup tournament at Singapore 
where India held them to a goalless 
draw, said Maurice 

He said that the best match he 
played for Salgaocar was in the 
1982 Federation Cup tournament 
at Calicut 'We defeated East Ben¬ 
gal 2-0 in the quarter final league 
match and I had thd satisfaction of 
netting the second goal after Ar¬ 
nold Rodrigues had got the lead for 
us I also scored for Salgaocar in 
the second leg quarter final match 
against East Bengal in the 1983 
Rovers Cup Tournament We 
shared four goals with East Bengal 
in the first teg and trounced them 
3-0 in the second leg," Maurice said 
with a sense of pride 
Maurice considers Oscar Rebello 
as the best defender among the 
Goans Oscar and Anthony Rebello 
stood like rocks in Salgaoca^'s de¬ 
fence and It IS really unfortunate 
that Oscar has been forced to give 
up the game due to illness 
Asked about his ambitions Maur¬ 
ice who is fond of reading, and cy¬ 
cling said "It's to captain the Indiap 
team sometime or the Other I had 
an offer from a leading Calcutta 
side but I will always pmer td play 
for Goa. I shall also be happy to lead 
Goe m the Natbnaia,'’ MMtka 
ciude^J^^^ , 




HmmUIIHPIIIg By David 

FIH’s utter disdain 
for Indian hockey 


HE kings have tost their crown 
Actually they tost it.tong agp after 
the t981 Bombay world cup 
hockey. And there is no way 
things can be redeemed. 

There is disdain all over for In 
dian hockey. Everybody who is 
anybody has been cocking a 
snook at our associations and 
the stuff we dole out. 

Sentiments have no place with 

• the high priests of the Federation 
Internationale de Hockey (FIH). 
India IS a has-been. Period 

That IS probably why when the 
FIH decided to issue the suspen¬ 
sion orders on five Indian players, 
they did not deem it necessary to 
inform the Indian Hockey Federa¬ 
tion (IHF) about the impending 
order ■ 

There is no such thing as a com¬ 
munication gap between the FIH 
and the IHF The silence has been 
initiated by the FIH itself, as it 
feels It IS a waste of time to have 
a constructive dialogue with 
India, which in turn, has left the 
IHF complacent enough to take 
things lightly 

A decade or more ago, the sub¬ 
continent had tremendous 
power at their elbow and they 
had made enough room m the 
past to push forward their deci¬ 
sions and had vetoed or second¬ 
ed many a FIH suggestion 

Today, that elbow room has be- 
come. unbearably cramped in the 
musty high-ceilinged rooms and 
Indians are given looks that could 
not be called cordiai. 

This trend, of course, has reflect¬ 
ed 0n the field of^lay too. This 
does not mean am l^ia have 
been playing and have 

been losing their encounters due 
td dubious decisions. But some 
of the decisions that have gone 
against thern would rightly irk a 
atehardfan. 

Thus the ..frustrations at having 
the,.wrong end of the stick for 
guitfi-some time muft have told 
on the ErKffan ptayaria who aUe - 

. .S^ic^-rfdfSksitMd the' Japanese 
the mpl of. the Asian 


Cup hockey at fShaka, earlier this 
year. 

No report from the umpiren re¬ 
ceived by the IHF. so a clear pic¬ 
ture of the proceedings of that 
final against Pakistan has not 
emerged 

This IS the time for the video re¬ 
cordings made by Doordarshan 
to be shown to the IHF and the 
Indian public The Dhaka new¬ 
spapers published pies of Mer- 
wyn Fernandes raising his stick 
and Raimder Singh' digging his 
hockey into the umpire's side. 

This however does not construe 
that the umpire was assaulted by 
these two players. 

When the controversial Kaleemul- 
lah goal was awarded in the final, 
more than 5,000 (ac'cordmg to a 
senior /ournalist from Bombay 
who was covering the event) 
spectators rushed onto the field 
and from the press gallery, you 
could not see a thing out there in 
that huge mass of humanity 

/ am in no way trying to make out 
that the Indian players were the 
good boys or that the IHF are 
totally innocent, but what I'm try¬ 
ing to get at is that the ruling 
world body has thrown the 
norms out of the window and 
have acted in an unprecedented 
manner 



They have not taken the IHF into 
confidence and neither did they 
intimate the IHF that this was go¬ 
ing to be a point of discussion on 
the council's agenda 

The IHF, however, are to be blamed 
for this state of affairs. Not only 
has our reputation taken a beat¬ 
ing. but our dignity has been 
mud-slung. 

If the manager-and the twd coaches 
had spelt out to the IHF in writing 
soon after they came back from 
Dubai just exactly what tr^n- 
sjxred in the Bangladesh capital, 
the IHF would not have got them- 

' selves into this vortex of prob¬ 
lems, which in turn would have 
saved the careers of our players, 
who, heaven knows, may never 
play for the country again, de¬ 
pending on the length of the 
suspension 

No. the IHFdHIy-dailied They did not 
initiate an enquiry. Dr. K. Bedi. the 
manager did not-give the report. 
He was silent for too tong. And 
the poor players are the suffer¬ 
ers. 

They have been made scapegoats 
m the game that Dr. K. Bedi has 
played 

He did not even tender an apology 
in Dhaka and it was left to the 
captain, M. Somaiya to do the 
needful. 

Ashwmi Kumar, vice-president of 
the International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee, and the former president 
of the IHF was in Brussels at the 
time and said that the FIH were 
very unhappy at the state of 
Indian hockey. 

The two Indian representatives on 
the FIH executive board have not 
attended a single meeting in four 
years and as a result of India's 
absence, the FIH technical com¬ 
mittee gave an ex-parte verdict. 

AH these problems, unfortunately 
have given the Indian Olympic 
Association enough lead in their 
gloves to knock IHF off their 
perch and take over this autono¬ 
mous body, and the lOA presi¬ 
dent Vidya Charan Shukla.must 
be rubbing his hands in glee. 
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BOMBA y GOLD CUP HOCKEY 










Golden hockey at the BH A 


I T WAS A day to remember The 
final of the Bombay Gold Cup, an 
overflow crowd, two fine teams 
both brimming with internationals 
and clean hard, fast hockey, cul¬ 
minating in five marvellous goals, 
all scored from the field 

For lovers of Indian hockey It was 
especially satisfying to see Indian 
Airlines defeat PIA by such a con¬ 
vincing margin as 4-1, but the real 
victory was for hockey, and this 
victory was reflected in the size of 
the crowd and in the beautifully 
high standard of hockey displayed 

The cynical may say that the 
game slowed down in the second 
half and that the Pakistanis were 
not used to playing on grass, and 
that many of Pakistanis were new 
and inexperienced and thus over 
awed by the big occasion 
All these points are true, but they 
can take nothing away from the ex 
citement and satisfaction of the 
match 

It must be remembered that the 
PIA defence is virtually the Pakistan 
defence and that Pakistan is both 
World and Olympic champion In 
their three matches before the final 
the Pakistanis had allowed only one 
goal 

And, PIA struck first in the final 
through an opportunistic Mumtaz 
Haider, who followed a scoop into 
the lA penalty area and beat Neel- 
kamal with a hard, angular drive 
In spite of this Airlines never 
panicked and played cool, confi¬ 
dent hockey And the result was 
four field goals and total domin¬ 
ance over PIA The tally could easily 
have been five if Merwyn had not 
struck the outside of the right post 
with a penalty push in the second 
half 

Truelly, it was a full-blooded 
complete victory 

With Zafar and Merwyn on the 
left being the attacking side of the 
lA forward line, it was only natural 
that PIA kept them under tight con¬ 
trol But what happened was that 
the right flank, consisting of "senior 
citizens" Grewal, Ashok, and 
Gurcharan came to life 

Grewal, heavy-set and almoved 
quickly ahead to accept the imme¬ 
diate return pass 

He scored the first goal from the 

Aft 



Merwyn’a defence-splitting pasa-a common feature on this day 
has PIA’a Qaaim Zia and center-half lahtiaq Ahmed gaping Thia 
pass found Zafar on the left flank who master-minded three out of' 
the four goal-scoring moves 

top of the 0 after a move on the 
left-flank - it was a quick shot not 
particularly hard, but too sudden 
and too well-placed for Shahid in 
the PIA goal to stop it 

And the second goal, also scored 
by Grewal, was a real gem Again 
the move came from the left, and 
Grewal reverse-flicked from almost 
the zero angle to beat a bewildered 
Shahid once again It was a magic 
goal, and put IA right on top to stay 

Ashok Kumar at right-inside, 
who, like Grewal, has not played for 
India for over five years, played the 
game of his "old' life The slower 
game on grass suited him com¬ 
pletely, ana he was m his element 
He was instrumental in transferring 
the ball from defence to attack, and 
his distribution of passes set Up Za¬ 
far on the tfft win^ so that Zafar 
could make his dangerous moves 
and centre into the penalty area 

Ashok too showed flashes of his 
dribbling skills, arKf only slowed 
down in the second half By then he 
was a tved, but very happy, hockey 
player 

Gurcharan on the n^t wing wss 
given a good deal of room by the 
Pakistanis, and he played above 
himself to put in a fine game, scor¬ 


ing the final goal after Zafar s shot 
bounced off Shaid s pads Gurcha¬ 
ran IS not a smooth player, but on 
this day he never stopped hustling 
and running, and he and Grewal fa 
shioned several fine moves 


At left-inside, Merwyn played in a 
withdrawn position, and was al- 



OUT OF MY ivAY-tSenhrCitt- 
ten* Grewal mode It Ms duty to 
ffy down Into the drefe to recetee 
Zt^r’a and Gurckarah*s passes. 
fsfttfoq Ahmtm Mss an unsuc-' 
eets^ihodubfoidtto h^derGrer 







Even as the shadow’s lengthened, Hardeep never gave up. His sin¬ 
gle-handed tackling, his phenomenally quick recovery on being 
beaten, his incisive passing arid his true and hard first-time dear- 
ances kept the PIA attackers out 


ways under check by the Pakis¬ 
tanis. He wisely fed the right side, 
with only occasional passes to¬ 
wards Zafar on the left. 

And Merwyn scored the third 
goal in tandem with'Grewal, in the 
end dribbling around a prostrate 
Shahid right in front of the PIA goal. 
Zafar had a subdued game, both be¬ 
cause he was so well checked by 
Ayaz Mehmood and because the 
right side of the lA forward line was 
functioning so well. But the first 
two goals both came from moves 
down the left flank by Zafar, and the 
final goal was all Zafar as he took 
the ball from the inside-left position 
and dodged by three defenders be 
fore shooting hard onto Shahid’s 
pads. And Gurcharan was there to 
tap in the rebound. 

It IS interesting to see Zafar now 
centering more and more to the top 
of the penalty area, instead of trying 
to work his way in on his own. His 
centres, especially to Ashok wait¬ 
ing |ust outside the penalty area, 
were always hard and true. 

The half-line of lA is a wonderful 
combination of defence and attack. 
Abdi a right-half is a spoiler in the 
Somaiya mold. Tireless and effi¬ 
cient, his trapping andttasWing are 
quick and sure. 

He is not a great passer, but th» 
seldom makes a mistake. Sujit Ku¬ 
mar at left-half may not be as sure 
as Abdi, but he distributes the ball’ 
vyell, and is a fighter. 

And then, of course, there is Har¬ 
deep. The man is a genius, tn de¬ 
fence he is almost unbeati^le, and 
if he is beaten, he so fast in reco¬ 
very that the..ettacker only has a 
moment to make his move. Time 
and time again Hartteep would 
calmly stop the bail inside the pen¬ 
alty area and bring it .but 47 assmg 
off to Ashok of MervvVft vwith pre¬ 




cise and skillful passes. It is in this 
transition game, from defence to 
attack, that Hardeep excels. With 
one pass he has the forwards on at¬ 
tack, and the opposing defence on 
the run. 

And Hardeep's one-handed tack¬ 
ling is a delight to watch. A left¬ 
hander, he reaches in so cleanly 
and firmly with one hand to steal 
the ball that the opponent is left 
wondering what happened. If there 
had been a Man of the Match award 
for the final, Hardeep would have 
been the unquestioned winner. 

The two full-backs, Vineet and 
Virender Bahadur, are a study in 
contrasts. They are both large men, 
but Virender is the aggressive one, 
always on the attack. Vineet is 
much more cool, following the man 
with the ball, but never forcing the 
issue 

Together they were almost un¬ 
beatable, with Virender standing 
out because of the aggression and 
speed In his game. Both attempted 
penalty corners, but without any 
success One Vineet drive just 



Way to go ‘Bhalsaheb't Anbtfntf 
‘senior cittsen' Ashok Kumar 
time and again kept feedlqg Ms 
forpMtrd wingers with ftrshtipie 
taps and superb short-pasta*- 
He was a very happy man at the 
endofitall \ . 


missed the left corner, and one Vtr- 
ender bullet struck Shahid on the 
forearm and flew high over the 
goal. That was the closest they 
could come to making a goal. 

Neelkamat in the goal is a puz¬ 
zling proposition, ^dowed with 
tremendous reflexes, and absolute¬ 
ly fearless, he stopped a sizzling 
drive from the right flank, and also 
rushed out well once or twice to 
smoother an attack. But he often 
seeme^ to be slightly out of posi¬ 
tion. as in the Mumtaz Haider goal, 
and also seems to tack a certain 
confidence. He appears to not think 
too much about his game, but rely 
instead on his reflexes and quic¬ 
kness. 

Among the Pakistanis, Qasim Zia 
stood out ,with his absoluteness 
calmness and his uncanny knack of 
anticipating an opponent's move. 
Mumtaz Haider scored a fine goal, 
but is not yet a Hassan Sardar. Pos¬ 
sibly an opportunistic player like 
him needs Astro-Turf and the true 
bounce it provides to give him the 
split-second timing to shoot the 
ball home first-time. 

Saleem Sherwani was all speed 
and dribbling and weaving pat- 
terns,^ut he never could make con¬ 
structive moves. Perhaps he needs 
a Manzoor Jr. or a Hanif with him in 
the forward line. 

There is a strong temptation to 
read too much into this match, and 
herald the dawn of a new era in In¬ 
dian hockey. But even the cynic has 
to appreciate the style and spirit of 
hockey played in the final. 

And the most important thing is 
that lA played a passing game, with 
quick transition from defence to at¬ 
tack, add short and quick first-time 
movements between two and three 
players. There was the minimum of 
selfish and pointless dribbling, and 
both flanks were used to the maxi¬ 
mum. 

Thus the attacking game was 
spread all across the fiekf, and the 
enemy defence was given no rest. 
And when a chance came inside 
the penalty area, the goals were 
scored. 

It was “Asian" hockey at it's best. 
And the 14,000 fans loved it. 

It was golden hockey, and may 
we see more and’more of it in the 
days to come. 

WRITTEN BY TOM ALTER. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: 

ANIL ABHIMANYU SHARMA 
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Our friendly neighbourhood *"Spidernian*’ 

-Shahid All Khan 


T hey called him "Spiderman" 
and he loved it. They called him 
by some other crude names and he 
hated them. 

Love andtiate - that's the kind of 
reactions he plicits. 5 feet 8 inches 
tall and orlly 64 kgs. in weight, he 
looks quite menacing with ail that 
padding and the "Spidey " face 
mask. 

He's Shahid Ali Khan - P.I.A and 
Pakistan's ace goalkeeper - proba¬ 
bly the only one in the world to 
have won ail four top international 
championships - the Olympics, the 
World Cup, the Champions Trophy 
and the recently concluded Asia 
Cup! 

And he still plays for the Pakistan 
Junior squad. 

At 21, Shahid had had a great 


deal of international experience th¬ 
anks to some good planning by the 
Pakistan Hockey Federation. 

The long list of tournaments as a 
junior and the senior team players 
makes you wonder if he does an¬ 
ything else in life 

"I play cricket. I think playing 
hockey for Pakistan came as a total 
fluke. I should've been playing 
cricket for my country" he states 

An interesting quirk of fate saw 
him as a goalkeeper in a school 
hockey match. Since the regular 
keeper had not turned up, Shahid 
being the adventurous all rounder 
donned the pads extremely suc¬ 
cessfully. His superb and effective 
kicking, diving, goal-stopping put 
him in a position to play for the Kar¬ 
achi zone team vilhen he made his 


debut at the National level in 1980 

Since then he's never left the 
goal-except once 

After the 5th Champions Trophy 
in Karachi in 1983, Pakistan played 
against an International XI for the 
Samiullah Benefit Fund Handing 
over the goal to another player in 
the second half. Shahid took up the 
centre-forward position for Pakis 
tan - and ho scored three goals' 
'With the help of Hanif Khan - of 
course," he says proudly 

A proud young man. Shahid re¬ 
counts his best tournament to be 
the 5th Champions trophy in 1983 
At the end of this tournament, in his 
home town of Karachi, he was hon 
oured as the "Man of the tourna¬ 
ment" probably the only time a goal 
keeper has won such an award 










SHAHID ALl KHAN 


f plav*.^ at my best m that tour¬ 
nament and ^Pakistan won the 
Championship Gen Zia personally 
congratulated me and that made 
me immensely happy 

So he very rightly must have 
been because only four goals were 
scored against in five matches 
quite an achievement for a 19 year 
old 

Shahid IS seeded No 9 in a rather 
large family of 11 children (8 
brothers and 3 sisters! of a retired 
Chief Petty Officer in the Pakistan 
Navy 

But he hardly spends much tjme 
at home Almost all year lound he s 
either at a training ramp or playinq 


in a tournament somewhere in the 
world 

Since he plays for both the junior 
and senior teams he doesn t find 
time to study 

A pre engineering student Sha 
hid has no tail claims to being a 
scholar 

Employed with PIA as an As 
sistant Station Manager of Group 6 
I don t have to fulfill any duty hours 
My duty is to play hockey for PIA 
and Pakistan says a very satisfied 
Shahid 

He s all praise for PIA and all the 
support that they give to their 
players - financial and otherwise 

Whenever they win there s a 


bonus but if they tose Oh it s not 
so bad - unless we lose to India 
This was before the BHA Gold Cup 
grand final for 1985 

One wonders what happened to 
the team in Pakistan after a 1 4 de 
feat at the hands of IA ? 

Shahid Rooked a bit dazed th 
roughout the match and quite tired 
after it You can t really blame him 
can you - if you had to face up to 
Zafar, Merwyn Ashok Grewal an i 
Gurucharan wanting to ram that 
white ball down your throat all a' 
the same time? It is a shuddering 
thought to oven be Ali Khan s spi 
derman outfit 

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
ANIL A8HIMANYU SH ARMA 
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LETTER FROM AMERICA 


The luck of the draw! 


By Paul Fein 


D oes racial discrimination 
against blacks persist in Ameri¬ 
can tennis? 

Jim Smith, an affable and tireless 
promoter of affordable, or free, 
tennis in the Dorchester area of 
Boston and chairman of the Sports¬ 
men's Tennis Club, believes it does. 
"I've had a good experience with of¬ 
ficers of the New England Lawn 
Tennis Assoctation, but there have 
been times when I haven't had 
good experiences with NELTA 
clubs," he told Davis Bushnell of. 
The Boston Globe. "Let me give you 
an example: If 1 take three kids to a 
NELTA tournament and one gets a 
bye and the two others meet in the 
first round, don't tell me, it's the 
luck of the draw ' 

Marcus A. Freeman, Jr, editor- 
publisher of Black Tennis, made 
the same charge in a 1983 editorial 
sarcastically titled "Luck of the 
Draw...So You Say," Freeman 
claimed "There are many instances 
where blacks draw blacks in the 
first round of major tournaments. 
When someone asks why, there is 
a canned message given, luck of 
(he draw.' It is a local, joke among 
tennis officials that there won't be 
any blacks playing on Saturday and 
Sunday because they will eliminate 
each other on Friday night " 

To remedy this dilemma. Fre¬ 
eman advocated increasing the 
public's awareness of the problem, 
protesting the draw, even to the 
.point of filing a lawsuit against the 
tournament director or sponsoring 
organization, or withdrawing and 
demanding the refund of entry fees 
He reasoned that this infuriating 
mistreatment is happening be¬ 
cause "the mass influx (more than 
two million) of blacks who have en¬ 
tered the tennis arena has posed a 
threat to a sport that is noted for 
catering to the elite" 

One who entirety disagrees with 
Freeman's point of view is Dr. W. 
Eugene Houston, president of the 
predominantly black American 
Tennis Association. "I have consis¬ 
tently pointed out at our Board 
meetings, that when a large contin¬ 
ent comes from any area, they are 
likely to meet as early as the first 
round unless all are'seeded, ' he 
told me. 

"Although I may be looking 
through rose-coloured glasses, I do 
not believe that deliberate efforts 



Arthur Ashe...was racial dis¬ 
crimination prominent in his 
dapsy 


are made to pit blacks against each 
other," said Dr, Houston. "It just 


happens. I've seen it quite often in 
making draws during the last 20 
years where club mates meet in the 
frist round. They have gone all the 
way across <the) country from the 
East coast to the West coast. They 
resent it, but if-there are too many 
there, it cannot be avoided." 

Whether or not allegations of 
racial discrimination are justified - 
and I have no evidence to that ef¬ 
fect - them is no doubt that blacks 
have made significant strides in 
sectional, national and international 
rankings Amercian blacks’ can 
proudly point to several young 
players with world rankings: Zina 
Garrison (No.9), who recently upset 
Chris Evert Lloyd and Hana Mandli- 
kova at the WTA Championships, 
1984 French' Open semi-finalist 
Camille Benjamin (No.37), Lori lyic- 
Neil (No.72), Chip Hooper {No.98), 
Todd Nelson (No. 103, Lloyd 
Bourne (No. 105) and Rodney Har¬ 
mon (No.108). 


The locker-room sensation 


H ow DO YOU measure teenage 
greatness and charisma? Tele¬ 
vision tennis broadcaster Mary 
Carillo has her own method and 
only Garbriela Sabatini passes the 
test 

' Sabatini is the first player in a 
long time to clear out an entire 
locker room," points out an admir¬ 
ing Carillo, who won the 1977 
French Open mixed doubles title 


embarrassing." says Chris. "Gabby 
has everything. I just hope she 
doesn't get overworked or lose her 
love for the game." 

Easygoing coach Pato Apey has 
been sensibly guiding the prodigy. 
"There are two main things I stress 
where I don't want gams for any of 
my players - weight on the thighs 
and an expanded head," Apey told 
Bud Collins of The Boston Gtobe. "I 


with John McEnroe. "When she think Gabby will be Ok." 
plays, she's so exciting, so good, ^ i j r 
that everyone comes out of the OoiCl lOT 311 
locker room to watch her. The last , j . j x 

player to do that was John McEn- aOSUrCl JUuQRindlt 
roe It's the ultimate compliment 

when your own peers want to A EDITORIAL in The New York 
check out your action." Times ridiculed the new, re- 

Carillo had suonnrteri the ITF commended Olympic Games eligt- 

the number of pro events 14 and nnSiI hf * 

15-year-old stars could play. Now, 

having seen "The Great Sabatini," 

she thinks it would be a shame to oo^nma^thi^^Qnfl 

restrict the 14-year-old Argentinian 

inanvwav feMional Tithletes. But only sortie 

' professional athletes;, only ttose 

Another high tribute comes from who ara -23 or younger; and 

Chris Evert Lloyd who beat Sabatini only those who play .ice hockey, 

in the Family Circle Cup fihal soccer or tennis. That's. bizarre, 

recently after the ripening Latin What rule Of reasOp or nature 

beauty knocked off'viop-tinners makesa23-yaah^di)ij«»Pa<taiida 
Maleeva, Shriver ahO tdarriSon. • 

"Gabby’s so good af that age it’s = pros, say, 


prM,s«y;b(W.nb^yi 

' - i,e- 'A 





why sho^ni al| 60tMis b 6 op*h to 
8vetv»r»«?" ^ 

In the t984 Games, the IOC 
mads the colossal blunder of allow¬ 
ing 20-year-old or younger million¬ 
aire pros like Andrea Jaeger while 
ruling ineligible 21-year-old simon- 
pure amateurs With the age limita¬ 
tion increased to 23 ITF President 
Philippe Chatrier wrote in his March 
29 newsletter that he welcomes 
the news of the Executive Commit 
tee s proposal and very much 
hopes It will be accepted as a step 
in the right direction 

If the IOC deems it unwise to 
make the Games open to all it 
shoula at least abolish age and 
sport distinctions That would truly 
be a step in the right direction 


Trendy indoor Complexes 


M ulti-sports mdoor clubs, 
particularly in the Northeast 
and -Midwest, are definitely the 
trend What were once tennis-only 
clubs are continuing to add rac- 
quetbalt, swimming and physical 
fitness facilities according to the 
' International Racquest Sports Asso¬ 
ciation Conversions are continu 
mg not because tennis interest is 
fading but because tennis provides 
a club with revenues of $8{Rs 102 
approx > per square foot a year 


while other (multi-purpose) facili¬ 
ties bnng in $25(Rs 322 approx) to 
$3Q(Rs381 approx) per square 
foot annually," reports Cathy Mas- 
terson of the IRSA 

One of the Northeast s oldest 
(1965) indoor clubs the Winches 
ter (Massachusetts) Indoor Tennis 
Center site of the first Virginia 
Slims tournaments converted two 
of Its 12 tennis courts to nine rac 
quetball courts some time ago but 
It remains committed to tennis 


Mayotte—welcome contrast 

\ T A TIME when hero worship of major contracts with Head Adidas 
athletes abounds and the often >nd Marriott Hotels believes that 

milled sport of men s tennis pro nice guys and positive role models 

luces more rebel stars than tradi are increasingly attractive to cor 
lonal heroes along comes Tim porate sponsors From a marketing 

i/ldy<ytte He s young handsome point of view I think companies will 

lexy has an impressive 6 3 and start looking for the decent image 

icilf inches 180 pound physique rather than the bad boy style that 

ind a formidable serve and volley has been accented for so long 

rower game What makes him spe '■aid the articulate former Stanford 
:i8l however is his genial dome University NCAA champion 


inor - a welcomed contrast to th< 



/ mi Mavottf Gt ntlenuw on 
and off the court 


Mayotte is one of six players be 
inq seriously considered by captain 
Arthur Ashe for a berth on the U S 
Oavis Cup team The others are 
John M( Enroe who so far hgs re 
fused to sign the USTA s new code 
of conduct guidelines Aaron 
Krickstein Eliot Teltscher Jimmy 
Anas and Johan Kriek What en 
hances Mayotte s chances is his 
outstanding record on fast courts 

Grass court 


jioof Lendl the brash Connors ano 
:he argumentative McEnroe 

Mayotte has become a fan favor 
te in the U S Australia and espe 
'tally England where the British 
rress infuriated by McEnroe s wild 
intics dubbed him Gentleman 
rim when he reached the Wimble 
fon quarterfinals in his 1981 debut 

Mayotte 24 from Springfield 
Vlassachusetts appreciates his po 
julanty but understands that nick 
tames and labels simply go with 
he territory these days I think it s 
1 lot tike pro wrestling he ex 
alamed after he defeated Andres 
jomez Mats Wilander and Joakirr 
Vystrom at the WCT Finals 

I guess people need names Th 
sy like to put idealistic brands on 
teople - Mac Attack or Ivan the 
refiTOle It s so similar to wrestling 
They should lust put ropes up and 
etithaj^n, 

NafyertheleM. Mayotte who has 


gets the 
back seat 

HtN IhF Australian Open 
switches to a synthetic, sur 
late in 198/ the Grand Slam will 
be li'ft with cjiass at only fabled 
Wimbledon Many jilayers like 
1960s Aussit great Roy Emerson 
ind Brian (lOttfiied regret the trend 
away from grass 

It s sad to see the decline of the 
• pass c ourt tournaments re 
1 larked Ernmo who captured six 
Australian two U S and two 
Wimbledon singles titles all on 
grass I ennis was great on grass 
If you have a good grass cot^rt th 
ere s nothing better to play on he 
told Jim Sami of The Ft Lauderdale 
News/Sun Sentinel 

Grass IS becoming an outdated 
surface commented Gottfried 
who has become the touring pro for 
St Andrews Country Club (in 8oca 
Raton. Florida) which recently con¬ 




verted a croquet court into a grass 
tennis court I dopt know why 
One tournament switches and then 
the others switch to conform But 
as long as there is Wimbledon th 
ere will be grass court tennis 

Where is'the 
sportsmanship? 

S OME WELL-known tournament 
players were denied officia 
rankings for 1984 by the 
Northwestern Tennis Associatior 
(compnsing the states of Minneso¬ 
ta North Dakota and South Dakota; 
because they were not members o1 
the USTA Tennis Midwest up 
braided the culprits in an editorial 

One of the beauties of tennis is 
the show of sportsmanship on 
court and here are some peiople 
who cheated the 5 000 dues-pay- 
ing members of the NWTA by play¬ 
ing in sanctioned tournaments 
without paying their required mem¬ 
bership fees Membership fees 
($12 (Rs 145 approx)for adults) are 
very modest You should be wilting 
to contribute a few dollars in return 
for all the benefits you reap in terms 
of competitiqn awards and notor¬ 
iety 

To avoid embarrassment the 
editorial did not name the gffend- 
ers 

Nothing succ 

like successeeds 

N obody asked me but l be¬ 
lieve left-handed Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova and right-handed Pam Sh- 
river should not have switched 
sides of the court in doubles The 
change exposes Pam s glaring 
weakness -ner backhand • against 
strong wide serves in the ad court 
and also exposes Martinas slight 
weakness -her backhand the same 
way 

cotitd.onp 52 
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BFl’s latest brainwave: Part II 


By Jimmy Mehta 

T he selection of the men's 
team involved an elaborate eli 
mination process, culminating m a 
triple round-robin between the first 
four teams 

Strangely though, the results of 
the round robin were not binding 
The selectors were empowered to 
put down the winner and nominate 
any other team, including the one 
finishing last, as the official Indian 
team 

They were empowered to reshuf¬ 
fle teams and change pairs ad lib 


what then, was the idea of the play¬ 
off? The idea, we are told, was to 
give the selectors a happy hunting 
ground 

They could watch the players in 
action and adjudge performances 
In practice, they did not even do th¬ 
is but preferred to operate by re 
note control They had willing ears 
and some confused hand records 
hut little time 

The Nagpur finalists were Da¬ 
venport (late Bhowanipur) Tolani, 
Poysha and Vishy's team 


Dr Tolani came out openly dur¬ 
ing the trials with a declaration that 
if his team finished on top and was 
offeiied representation, he would 
field It intact or not at all 

The other teams felt the same 
way but preferred discretion to va¬ 
lour One has little doubt that if 
Tolani had won, the selectors 
would not have dared tinker with 
him 

But Tolani, after leading alt the 
way, knuckled under, in the last 
stride to Davenport and thereby 
hangs a tale 

Davenport consisted of 'G 
Singha (captain), Sudhir Ganguly, 
Kamal Mukherjee, Santanu Ghose. 
Kamal Roy & Dilip Ghose The last 
mentioned was a new recruit 

Majority 

The selectors decided by a ma¬ 
jority of two to one, V Phadke dis¬ 
senting, to throw out Davenport’s 
captain Govind Singha and the new 
recruit Dilip Ghosh One of the fac 
tors overlooked by this decision 
was that it broke up of some regular 
Davenport formations Ganguly/ 
Singha for instance 

Be that as it may, if the replace¬ 
ment had been really outstanding 
one might have been able to sto¬ 
mach It There was no outstanding 
replacement to be had and no case 
for replacement at all 

The replacement chosen was Ra- 
jesh Dalai and Jaggi Shivdasani, 
certainly one of the best pairs in the 
country, but not necessarily better 
than Davenport's pairs Moreover, 
the Rajesh and Jaggy Nagpur form 
was less than heartening Here is 
an example 



QJxxx 

KQJ 

X 

QIOxx 

N 

(Jaggy) 


S 

(Rajesh) 

s 

nil 

Axxxx 

Ax 

Akxxx 

W 

N t 

1C 

IS 

P P 

Dbl 

Alkpass 


Result: Minus one. 


“7 clubs" IS cold as you can see 
and It was duly bid by their oppon 
ents Shah and Kripakaran, for a 
shattering swing 
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Wells toes the 
doctors line 

n RITISH spnnt star Allan Wells 
D has had lo abandon starter's 
orders on doctor's orders 

Wells had had an operation on the 
big toe of his left foot in February 
and was expected to be back in 
training now But an infection has 
set in recently to thwai t his plans 

"It all stems back to the L os Angeles 
Olympics, "said Wells. 100and200 
metres medalist in Moscow ' /1 vore 
pads in my spikes to put me on to 
my toes. The result was sore feet 
and stiffening of the toe loints 
Wells. 34, who had a similar 
problem with his right foot 13 years 
ago knew that an operation was 
inevitable ‘ In some ways / am quite 
happy, "he says, 'because this has 
given me my longest break in nearly 
10 years. But / am looking forward 
to next year's European Garries 

Meanwhile Zoe. Well's three month 
old daughter is helping him take his 
mmd off that toe. 

«■ » *' 

D aley Thompson, the greatest 
athlete in the world, added 
another string to his talented bow 
recently when he launched his new 
active lisur magazine of which he is 
executive editor. Daley, showing 
remarkable good sense, has named 
his magazine Sportscope 
* » •» 

County pranksters 

r HEpranksters are already in 
evidence in the new English 
County cricket season - as usual - 
with Essex well to the fore When 
they were playing Cambridge at 
Cambridge, someone changed an L 
to an 'R' to make a pavilion nonce 

read' "Reserved for prayers" 

* * * * 

Paris in a 

revolutionary mood 

P ARISIANS promoting their city 
for the 1992 Olympics are m a 
revolutionary mood and ready to put 
IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch into the tumbrils. They 
claim he IS favouring London after 
he had allegedly told the British 
Olympic Association that it need not 
make its belatedbxj for the Games 
at the IOC meeting in June. 

Pans., which already has a mam 
stacHam, Qtyrnpic swimrnmg pool. 


village and press centre settled, 
planned to transport macfels of its 
sites to the IOC meeting in Berlin 
after'they had been on display in the 
city 

So well prepared are the French that 
. they had already estimated it would 
take two weeks to move their 
models from Pans to Berlin, starting 
even before the BOA is due to 
consider whether or not its major 
rival, London, can make a viable bid 


Chris-greatest 
in 25 years 

C HRIS Evert-Lloyd was named the 
greatest American athlete of the 
last 25 years'at a ceremony in 
California recently. In a public poll 
conducted by the Women 's Sports 
Foundation, Evert-Lloyd received 32 
per cent of the votes to be ahead of 



Martma Navratilova. The other 
finalists were veteran BiljieJean 
King and athletes Wilma Rudolph 
and Mary Decker-Slaney 

Evert-Lloyd. 30, has won 136 
tournaments since 1970. including 
16 grand slam titles. S.he won the 
U. S open SIX times and Wimbledon 
thrice 

ACB to take 
legal action 

r HE Australian Cricket Board is 
taking legal action to try to 


scupper the forthcoming rebel t6ur 
of South Africa. As Allan Border's 
team arrived m England refusing to 
comrhent on the South African 
venture which has cost them five 
players. Board chairman Fred 
Bennett was issuing a statement in 
Sydney. 

It said: "Proceedings will be issued 
against Bruce Francis, the tour 
organiser, and the South African 
Cricket Union for inducing players tc 
break their contracts with the Board 
and against players to restrain them 
from taking part in the South A fncan 


Border calls 
for help 

A LLAN Border, Australia‘s 
captain, has called Bobby 
Simpson, arguably the greatest slip 
catcher of all time to help him 
defend the Ashes. 



order admits that their fielding 
against thfy West Indies during the 
winter was not up to the standard 
expected of an Australian side. And 
he was quick to adopt a hew training 
routine recommended by Simpson 
when theAuSsies had the first work 
out of their England tour in the 
Lord's nets 

"We dropped something like 50 
catches against West Indies which 
probably cost us the series, "said 
Border, 'and / fust could not find a 
reason" 

"At the start we were dropping a lot 
in the slips but m the end they were 
going down everywhere. Their 
batsmen knew they were safe if they 
hit the ballin the air." 

"It was not as though we didn t 
work at it. so / talked to Simpson 
who had been responsible fpr 
making New South Wales the best 
fielding side m Australia, 'said 
Border 
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WORLD SNOOKER 


Davis grin can’t hide pain 


By David Emery 


T here was not a microphone nor 
a David Vine in sight as Steve 
•Davis quietly got round to answer¬ 
ing the questions which had hung 
so heavily in the air. 

"How do you feel?" Vine had de¬ 
manded to know in front of TV's en - 
tranced millions some 60 seconds 
after the stricken Davis had seen 
Dennis Taylor pick-pocket his 
world snooker title 

The replies, while a master-piece 
of monosyllables, did nothing for 
Davis' image as'the kind of hale and 
hearty good loser Englishmen ima¬ 
gine their heroes should be 

"How did I feel?" echoed Davis as 
he sat back in Southend's Cliff's Pa¬ 
vilion. "So few people can under¬ 
stand, and that’s honestly not being 
big-headed. 

"You have to commit yourself en¬ 
tirely - time, effort, heart - to chase 
a dream and then see it fail, to know 
how I felt. 

"The ...hardest thing I've had to 
do in my life was gat out of that 
chair and try to chat with David 
Vine. Sheer murder , 

"At smaller tournaments I've 
been able to put on a front when 
I've lost. But not in the final of the 
world championship. It was far too 
important. 

"I know what people are saying 
about my reaction and I can under¬ 
stand it. But all I wanted to do was 
stay sitting in that chair. Looking 
back I was m a state of shock that 
lasted for almost an hour." 


Davis' homecoming - a pool 
challenge against American star 
Jim Rempe ~ had been intended as 
a gentle mickey take by Davis' man¬ 
ager Barry Hearn. 




Dennis Taylor... the rank outsider 
who toppled world champ Steve 
Davis 


"1 expected him to be world 
champion and thought it would do 
him good to lose," said Hearn. 

Lose Davis did, and comprehen¬ 
sively to the talented Rempe. But 
there was still therapeutic benefits 
as the 1,000 crowd, paying £6 or 
£8 each to watch Davis play pool 
as well as Joe Frazier swims, roared 
their affection 

Davis did his best to accommo¬ 
date them, clowning about and 
even managing a semblance of a 
grill when someone yelled wickedly 
” "Cut the black in Steve." 

"Yes, It was a really nice recep¬ 
tion," he agreed afterwards. "But I 
don't care if 1 have sympathy or not. 
My |ob is only to get back there and 
win 

Tm looking forward to rtext year 
already. There's no questidn of me 
easing up or cutting down bn prac¬ 
tice. Why should I? I enjoy it so 


"This game toughenes you up. 
Maybe I was too soft in the final th¬ 
is time. Next year I'll be harder." 

Davis and He^n realise such an 
attitude is alien to many. "Terry 
Lawless rang me to commiserate," 
said Hearn. 

'Td done the same when Frank 
Bruno lost to the Bonecrusher. 
Terry's one of the few who under¬ 
stand a champion's mentality." 

Says Davis; "You got only one 
winner at anything, so by necessity 
the majority of people are losers. 
They associate with them and love 
them - and shy away from the likes 
of me. 

'-John McEnroe is similar. When 
he lost to Borg at Wimbledon he 
was an absolute picture of misery. 
That wSs his world championship. 
Other player like Ken Rosewall (a 
three-times loser in the Wimbledon 
final) may receive the sympathy - 
but ask them what they would 
rather have." 

Davis' ordeal in Sheffield's Cruci-. 
ble was minutely examined by TV's 
unblinking gaze. Like Russian rou¬ 
lette, snooker has no escape in phy¬ 
sical action. The loser just sits and> 
suffers. 

"I’ve no complaints about that," 
said Davis. "I'm paid fortunes take 
the pressure not to be wrapped in 
cotton wool. 

"I'm sure the final made pheno¬ 
menal TV and the closaups of me 
looking completely gutted brought 
It home to viewers, who too often 
watch for the skill of the game, but 
not for the heart. 

"It's just unfortunate for me that 
David Vine and his microphone 
needed to talk to rpe at the worst 
possible moment. It's the price we 
have to pay." 

The telephones in Hearn's Rom¬ 
ford office have rung incessantly all 
week. "Well wishers and weeping 
women," sajff Hearn. "I've told th¬ 
em all - don't worry love, we've cut 
him down now and the crows have 
stopjsed pecking.” 

Davis smiled wryly. "Terry Grif¬ 
fiths told me once thet there was a . 
savage beauty in losing..! didn't un¬ 
derstand what he mebht. Now t,da . 
I've learned something valO^b^i^'b,: Vi 







Indian women hope to do well 


N ONITA LALL, Shiraz Shaheed 
and flanjeet Grewal, the top th¬ 
ree women golfers in the country 
leave for Kuala Lampur to partici¬ 
pate in the Queen's Sirikit Cup wo¬ 
men s^lf championship to be held 
there The team will be managed by 
Anjani Desai former national cham¬ 
pion and convenor of the ladies' 
section of the Indian Golf Union 

Golf IS a neglected sport in the 
country. More so where the women 
are concerned The socio¬ 
economic structure of Indian so¬ 
ciety probably acts as a severe con¬ 
straint Wbmen are expected to 
play a shadow' role in life And th¬ 
em golf IS not everybody s cup of 
tea Not many people can afford to 
gam entry into the clubs The equip¬ 
ment IS also expensive 


the Bombay Presidency Golf Club, 
Chembur in preparation for the 
event which is to be a 54 hole one 
The two best course for the day and 
the SIX best over three days wiH de¬ 
termine the winning team 

The Indian challenge is led by the 
two young and effusive ladles. Non 
ita Lall and Shiraz Shaheed and the 
gracehil. reserved Ranjeet Grewal, 
who IS 38 and has, in the words of 
Anjani Deasi,"had quite a meteoric 
rise' in the game 

Nonita IS the reigning National 
champion and Shaheed and Grewal 
are both former champions, so the 
choice of players for the tourna¬ 
ment could not have been better In 
any case these three were selected 
on the basis of their performances 
in the Nationals, the Bidoo Sethi 
Cup tournament and three zonai 


golf seven years back and has 
played in the Nationals five times 
For two years she was away in Ni¬ 
geria where she claims she got a lot 
of exposure but the courses were 
not good 

Shaheed won the National title in 
1984 but lost in the quarters in 85 
'The burden of being National 
champion told on her," quipped Oe- 
sai but Shaheed was quick to refute 
the suggestion Her best round is 3 
over in the Western India Cham¬ 
pionship and as Desai put it. 'both 
Nonita and Shiraz have the poten¬ 
tial and the talent to carry us'for¬ 
ward ' 

Ranjeet Grewal s is really an ex¬ 
traordinary case An irregular golfer 
for more than 12 years, she took 
seriously to golf only in 1981 She 
has not looked back since then. 



Ranjeet Grewal... can be expected HhiraJ Shaheed... the most stylish Nonita Lall.. the relgnin<] national 

to hold fort and deliver the goods ond versatile of the three champion 


Nevertheless, it is a happy augury 
that the government too has shed 
Its inhibitions and is promoting the 
sport to soma extent The team for 
the Sirikit Cup was cleared a month 
in advance much to the delight of 
the participants and the manager 

Eleven countries are expected to 
participate m the tournament, 
which IS the biggest golf event for 
women in Asia India's best perfor¬ 
mance in this tournament so far 
has been the fifth position attained 
in the inaugural year at Bangkok in 
1979 This year they hope to do 
better 

"We should finish fourth overall, 
and probably the first amoogst the 
Asian countries We can then try 
for the top position next year, when 
the tournament will be held at Del¬ 
hi," said Aniani Deasi 

The team had assembled in Bom¬ 
bay for a JO^day trailing camp at 


tournaments for which each parit- 
ctpant was awarded points 
Nonita has been playing golf for 
five years now Five years of ser¬ 
ious golf as she put it She picked 
up the sport from her father who is 
a keen golfer 

She has won the Hong Kong 
Open once 'She has a lot of poten¬ 
tial and IS working very hard at her 
game' said Anjani Desai 
Her best performance has been 1 
over in the Northern India tourna¬ 
ment Nonita does not jntend turn¬ 
ing pro ever, but will remain an 
amateur 

She IS a 4 handicap golfer now 
and her biggest ambition is to bring 
that down to scratch 
Shiraz Shaheed, who is the same 
age as Nonita and her colleague 
from the Delhi Golf Club, ts reputed 
to be the most stylish and versatile 
of the three She started playing 


Winning the National title in 
1982 At 38, she is now represent¬ 
ing India which is commendable 
"The others may have more po¬ 
tential, but Ranjeet is the steadier 
golfer," said Desai, implying that if 
either Shaheed or Nonita have an 
off day, Ranjeet could be expected 
to hold fort and deliver the goods 
Ranjeet hails from Ludhiana and her 
best round is 2 over in the Billoo 
Sethi Tournament at Calcutta 
These three under the steward¬ 
ship of Anjani Desai thus lead In 
chan hopes in the Sirikit Cup Their 
performances will be watched with 
interest for a good showing now 
would liirovide the necessary fillip 
to I sport which is on# ijf the big¬ 
gest in the world, but which unfor¬ 
tunately remains uncared for in 
India More important their suc¬ 
cess would encourage women in all 
sporting disciplines m the country 

< orr<»si)»»n«J< in 
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The Karavall Automotive Sports Club Mangalore held a radically different motor sport late last month at 
the Summer Sands Beach ~ Surf Track Motor Race, the first time In the country 42 two-wheelers and 10 
rare participated on the hard-packed sand along the spray-washed beaches Hore Vivian Lobo, winner of the 
'' n class for imported vehicles takes a turn on his Yamaha 
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better 

S ASHIPXl SINQH 6ARCHA is a 
nondascript person, the small 
humpsits ihcongrousty on his lean 
Ian 9 uid frame. But the transforma¬ 
tion that takes place once he is on 
his yezdi is to be seen to be 
believed. 


He roared over and above the 
Brabourne Stadium circuit in last 
week's Bombay Moto Cross meet 
and won the Class C for bikes upto 
260cc in utmost ease. 

But the 30-year-old last-year- 
married man from Chandigarh who 
has been participating this year 
under the Poona Automotive Rac¬ 
ing Association banner had a ser¬ 
ious spill in {he open class, when 
c coming round the narrow bend 
and over the small hump he 
crashed into a participant whose 
bike lay sprawled onto the circuit in 
the first moto. 


Ajay Bafna, the ultimate winner 
of the open class came from behind 
and won the first and the second 
moto with a lap timing of 1.53 
seconds with ease bn his water- 
cooled Yamaha YZ Garcha would 
havp given Ajay a ijold run for his 
money in this class had his luck not 
runout on him. 

The Deshpande brothers from 



Nasik, shared the same number of 
points in the 100 to 185cc class, 
but elder brother Rajesh claimed- 


the first spot on the strength of his 
posting a better lap timing. 

OAVIO O'BOUZA 


f 




Saahipal Singh Garcha.^ winner of the Class C event 
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O NF of the problems that large 
industrial organtsailons like t^lon 
and others are facing is what to do 
with all the Test cricketers the\, 
ernployi when thev are not plaiiing 
cricket 

Fhe personnel officer of one of these 
organisations was talking to me It 
IS a good idea having all these 
cnc keters on your staff Most of the 
lime they are playing cricket so we 
ilo not have to bother about them 
It IS only dunng the off season as 
we are giving now that the prob 
lem arises We have to fiml 
work for them 

Must be tough I said 

You are telling me' said the official 
How do you fit in an emplovee 
II ho IS playing irltket ten months 
of the year and then suddenly 
(omes to the office even, morninii 
(oi two months What kind of n ark 
can we give him to do foi onk liio 
months 

I see you have a problem I said 


LETTER FROM AMERICA 

From father 
to daughter 

I F PEI^T Carling Bassett strikes 
people as being feisty and strong 
willed, she probably acquired the 
traits from her millionaire sports 
entrepreneur father John The ma 
verick owner of the Tampa Bay 
(Florida) Bandits shcoked everyone 
by announcing his team refused to 



Carting Basset with Mother 
Susan 

join the United States Football Lea¬ 
gue 8 planned move from a spring 
to a fall schedule Columnist Larry 
Felser of The Sporting News 


"It is much moh serious than people 
think " the official said “If it was 
)ust one cricketer who turns up at 
the office we could possibly put 
him in some quiet corner and let 
him spend his time playing with 
paperclips But the trouble is we 
hatie got so many cricketers on our 
staff and they all come here 
together at the end of the playing 
season We do not have enough 
comers to hide them in 

Sad I said 

Yes said the official It is very 
demoralising on our cricketing 
staff I mean suddenly they are 
made to realise they have not been 
L mployed and given salaries of Rs 
000 and dearness allowance 
because of thtir work hut only 
because they play cricket 

I know It could he quite traumatic 
especially if the cricketer is sensi 
live I said 

rhey all are the officer said Wt 
hai e bet n recommending to the 
Hoard that the cricket season 
should he extended over the entire 
KOI then ue will not have this 
problem But every time the maltei 


From p 44 


called Bassett the Martin Luther of 
professional football Now it ap¬ 
pears that the indehendent-minded 
Bassett is on the verge of winning 
his campaign to reinstate the spr¬ 
ing schedule In a carKiid interview 
with Mitch Albom of The Ft. Lau¬ 
derdale News/Sun-Sentinel, 
Carlinq Bassett, who models pro- 
fessionallV>and starred in a movie 
called Spring Fever, said she 
didn t think she was pretty* "No, I m 
average Carling also revealed that 
she doesn t have a boyfriend I m 
in a slump, she giggled 

The one that 
got away 

P ETER BURWASH, who heads 
an organization with 120 pros 
teaching at 63 sites throughout the 
world, recalls a harrowing exper¬ 
ience he had in Vietnam, where he 
entertained with the Bob Hope tour 
on five occasions On one visit into 
the country's interior, l^rwash was 
flown in aboard a helicopter during 
the darkness of night Enroute, he 
and the soldiers began hitting ten¬ 
nis balls inside the large cargo 
cabin I was the only one dropped 
off,' recounts Burwash "The 
copter took off and got to the end 
of the runway, and exploded AH 37 
aboard died' Burwash says that 
expenence and others ma^ him 
realize how lucky he is to be alive. 
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comes up' bpfijre the $oanih exer 
cuUue committee, some mender or 
the other negatives the proposal 
saying thgt there Is alredy too much 
of cncket and the public Is getting 
bored with U You will agree it 
IS a stupid argument What has the 
public got to do with -what is purely 
an office problem " 

Agreed " I said You couldn't give 
your cncket playing employees 
leave for the two months they are 
not playing cncket could you so 
that they do not have to attend 
office"^ 

One month s leave we can give but 
two months is not alltwed under 
the company rules you know that 
the official said We do encourage 
them to take casual leave 

It IS a bit of a mess I said I suppose 
the only thing you can do is find 
more desks and let them sit on 
them 

That IS the least part pfour problem 
the personnel officer said All 
these criiKeter employees come 
with their prize Marulis and Aiidis 
and there is no place outside to 
park them 

Tracy is 
happier now 

T racy Austin, who says she s 
much happier now, doesn't feel 
her teenage tennis career cheated 
her out of a "normal' adolescence 
I may have missed out on a differ¬ 
ent kind of growing up. but you 
have to make choice^ I chose ten¬ 
nis and I loved every minute of it 
Maybe it's other people who have 
missed out travelling the world and 
meeting queens and presidents,' 
she told Linda Pentz of Tennis 
Week... 

CTOR RYAN O'Neal said his ^ 
daughter Tatum and John 
McEnroe were "very serious" and 
were watching O'Neal and girl¬ 
friend Farrah Fawcett for cues on 
whether to marry, according to the 
Dallas Times Herald... 

Stanford again 

D avid SIEGLER dropped out of 
Stanford University to join the 
pro tour, where he had limited suc¬ 
cess Now he's dropped off the pro 
tour to enroll again at Stanford 
determined to complete his educa¬ 
tion Why> "lt\ 100 per cent 
greater on the tour when things are 
great," explained the good-natured, 
23-year-old former national 
(12-and-under) junior champion 
from Hidden Hills, California. "Arnl 
It’s 100 per cent worse when th¬ 
ings are bad.”.. 

SfS3RTSWeeK.M»v 19-21 isgs 



CHESS 



T he dutch grand Master Jan 
Timman won the 1985 Wijk- 
aan-Zee (Holfand) Tournament with 
9 points out of 13 in a very strong 
field 

According to the latest rating 
Timman holds 3rd place in the 
world behind Karpov and Kasparov 
and this victory ahead of GMs 
Korchnoy, Belyavsky, Nunn and 
Portish, confirms his position 
Belyavsky (USSR) and Nunn (Eng¬ 
land) took the 2nd-3rd places with 
8 points each 

The Bulgarian youngster Kiril 
Georgiev was 4th with 71 '2, GM 
Portisoh (Hungary) 5th with 7 and 
GMs Korchnoy (Switz), Lobron (W 
Ger), Romanishin (USSR) and Hans 
Ree (Neth) tied with p'/2 for 6-9 
places 

VAN DER WIEL - TIMMAN 

1 e4, e5 2 Nf3, Nc6 3 Nc3, Nf6 
4 Be2, d5 5 exd5, Nxd5 6 00, Nxc3 
7bxc3, Bd6 8d4, 00 9Rb1, h6 
10dxe52, Nxe5 11 Nxe5, Bxe5 
12Ba3, ReB 13Bf3, Qh4i 14g3, 
Qa4 15Qc1 Bxc3 16Bxb7, Bh3l 
17Bb2, Bxb2 18Rxb2, RadB 
19 Bg2, Bxg2 20 Kxg2, Re2 21 c3, 
RdeB 22 Rd2, a5 23 Qb2, Qc6ch 


■ ALWAYS seem to be embroiled 
in excellent grand slams where 
there is a snag some place I 
remember one in hearts in the semi 
finals of the Bombay Nationals 
where I had QJ of trumps blank on 
the table facing AK9xx in hand The 
rest of the hand was packed 
Trumps broke 5-1 or else there d 
been no story, I had to trump-coup 
my RHO and gauge his hand 
pattern I played him for 3, 5, 2, 3 
but he held alas 3, 5 3. 2 and that 
was that The grand was not bid in 
the other room and this deal 
knocked us out of the race 

Last week I played another grand 
slam also in a semi-final encounter 
and also in hearts, though this time 
only at local level I was playing for 
Orkay against Tolani, the National 
Champions, at Bombay s B C A 
annual tournament 
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24 Kgl, Qc4 25.a37, Rail 26.Rxe1, 
Rxelch 27K92, Qfich 28Kf3, 
Qhich 29Kg4, f6ch 30Kh3, 
Qfich, 0-1. 

4 Be2) Four Knights' game. The 
more aggressive book venations 
are 4d4, 4Bc4; and 4,Bb5 The 
quiet text move practically relin¬ 
quishes the initiative of White's 
first move 

. lOdxeS?) This move increases 
Blacks advantage in space and 
development Better would be 
lOBdi, f5 (or 10..ReB IIRel) 
11 dxeS, NxeS 12 Nxe5, BxeS 
13c4 

13 6f3) 13 QxdB would leave 
White with a bad end game be¬ 
cause of his shattered Queen side 
Pawns 

16 Bh3i) Energetic play with al¬ 
ternative threats on both flanks 
16 BxaS, RxaS would make the 
White dangerously vulnerable to a 
mate threat on g2 White's greatest 
handicap is that he cannot oppose 
Rooks on el, and a Black Rook 
entry to e2 is inevitable 

21 c3) 21 Re 17 is not possible 
because of 21 Qe4ch 

23 Qb2) 23 Rxe2 would even¬ 
tually lose the a-Pawn 

25 a32) Losing quickly to a mat- 


BRIDGE 


3y Jimmy Mehta 

AKJ973 

KQJ87 

52 

mi 

The opening lead was a trump 
and I paused to take stock There 
were 12 tricks in sight and chances 
galore for one more clubs could 
be four-four or the knave could 
come down or West could have a 
double nine There were squeeze 
possibilities too, basically revolving 
round clubs and three or more 
spades being in the same hand 

I dare say. the percentages for all 
this would be prftty good Would 
some one care to work them out 
please7 Avinash Gokhale7 iSantanu 
Ghosh7 I opted for the sirbpie line 
Call It laziness, call it hmd-aight, 
intuition or what you will I drew a 
second trump and when everybody 
followed I closed my eyes and 
played off ace and king of spades 
When I opened my eyes a sulky 
queen of diamonds was wedded to 
my spade king The rest was 
routine A low club ruffed in hand, 
the third trump drawn and I had 13 
lovely tricks 

This was the full hand¬ 




ing attack. The best course was 
25Rxe2 RxB2 26Qb3 


BELYAVSKY-NUNN 

1 d4, Nf6 2 c4, g6 3 Nc3, Bg7 
4e4, d6 5f3, 00 6.8e3. Nbd7 
7 Qd2, c5 8 d5 (King's Indian, Sae- 
misch. 8 Nge2 is preferred) 8. Ne5 
('Kurs Dyebutov continues 8...Re8 
9Nh3, a6 10Nf2, 46) 9h3, NhSI 
10Bf2, f6 11 exf5. Rxf5l 12g47 
RxfSI 13gxh5. Qf8 14Ne4, Bh6 
15Qc2, Qf4l 16Ne2, Rxf2l 
17Nxf2, Nf3ch 18Kd1, Qh4 
Bf5 20 Neel, Nd2l 
hxg6 22 Bg2, Nxc4 
Ne3ch 24Ke2, Qc4 


19Nd3, 

21 hxg6, 
23Qf2, 

25 Bf3. Rf8 
Bxd3IO-1 


26Rg1, Nc2 27Kd1, 
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Nothing else would have worked 

In the other room Bhagwan 
Shivdasani in my shoes drew 
trumps, miscounted his tricks and 
claimedi One offi He was not sorry 
when he saw the lay-out because 
he said that the hand would have to 
be played on clubs and would have 
to go down 

They said my line was inferior 
Perhaps it was but I had a feeling in 
my bones that it would work 
Please Santanu, Airmash work 
out the relative percentages 

• We gained 201M P s on this deal 
and just squeezed out the national 
champions The final margin was 
nineteen 
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MENON - SW - 8/5/885 

V Rajanna, 21 
PTC Hostel 
Okhia Industrial Estate 
Okhia New Delhi-110020 
Reading, athletics photgraphy 
coins 

Uday B. Rathod, 20 
403, Char Pith Road 
Diu-362520 

Union Territory of Goa Diu and 
Daman 

Philately, sports, posters 

Nandita Kanwar, 12 

D2/303 Jumbo Darshan 
Koldonori Rd 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


1 How many times has Gavaskar 
completed 1000 runs in a ca 

• lender year in Tests and when? 

2 In which year was the first Test 
match played at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground? 

3 Who IS the 100th player to play 
in Tests for Pakistan? 

4 Who was the first batsman to 
hit two centuries in the same 
Test? 

5 Who was Bob Willis 300th 
Test victim? 

6 Who captained the Indian 
hockey team at the 1964 To¬ 
kyo Olympics? 

7 What was the venue of the 
1930 Rangaswamy Cup Na¬ 
tional Hockey tournament^ 

8 Who did Bjorn Borg beat to win 
the 1976 Wimbledon Tennis 
title? 

9 Which trophy is awarded to the 
winners of the national title in 
badminton? 

10 When was basketball first in¬ 
troduced in the Olympics and 
who won It? 

11 Where were the 1975 National 
Kabaddi Championship held? 

ANSWERS 

1 Four times, 1976, 78, 79 
and 83 2 15th March, 1877 
3 Mohsin Kama! 4 Warren 
Bardsley, Australia, 1909 5 
Jeff Crowe, New Zealand 6 
Charanjith Singh, Punjab 7 La¬ 
hore 8 I Nastase, Rumania 9 
Rahimtoola Cup 10 1936, 
USA'' 11 Jamshedpur 


Andhen (E) 

Bombay-400069 
Stamps, music, correspon¬ 
dence, swimming 

Arjun Arora, 18 

4-Shakti Nagar 

Pakhowal Rd Ludhian- 
3-141002 

Solving quizzes puzzles 
Bashir, 22 

Behind Damna Complex 
Damna House 
Dak Bangalow Rd, 

Sopore Kashmir-1932201 
Skiing, rock-climbing, hiking, 
badminton 
\ 

Devendranath Shukla, 20 

Indira Gandhi Marg 
Wellard Gunj, Jaunpur-222002 
Cricket, music, movies, photo 
graphy 

Pushpendu Sinha 

R No, 32 Western Block 
Dr BC Roy Hall 
B S Medical College 
Gobindnagar, Bankura-722102 
Sports, music, stamps 

Miss. Anita 

c/o T S Chhabra 
POBoxNo 150 
Chandigarh-17 
Travelling, sports 

Mohiuddin Ahmad, 18 

c/o Dr Q Farooqui 

Mozamil Building 

Paharpur Azamgarh 

(U P)-276001 

Music adventures, stamps 

Ishtiaque Ahmed 
R No K-20 

Plot No 43, Shivaji Nagar ’ 
Govandi, Bombay-400043 
Social services, reading 

CS Sons,'19 

Post Box no 202 
Amritsar-143001 
Reading, correspondence 

Md. Azhar Aslam, 15 

95, A Class 
16-7-21 Asampura 
Hyderabad-500024 
Cricket, swimming, music 

Arun Bansal, 16 
25, Ravinagar 
Gwalior-474002 ' , * 

Cricket, reading 

Shailesh Mathur, 24 

D-26, Ganesh Marg 
Bapur Nagar 
Jaipur-302015 
Travelling, cncket, ghazals 


Syed Wasaemuddin, 16 
104, A Class 
16-7-12 Azampura 
Hyderabad-500024 
Cricket, stamps, motorcycle rid 
ing 

Nilanjana Bhattacharya 

6-3, Vidyasagar Niketan 
Salt Lake city 
Calcutta-700064 
Reading, music cricket .cycling 

Sonila Agarwal, 19 

A-52/2 IRI CoioQy 
Rourkee-247667 
Reading, palmistry music 

I. Rajasekhar, 20 

V B C Ferro Alloys Ltd 
Rudraram, Medak 
Andhra Pradesh-502329 
Penpals 

Vipin Menoth, 16 

Govind Bhuvan 

Near Panchayat Hospital 

Shastri Marg 

Vallabh Vidyanagar 

Gujarat-388120 

Reading, gardening badminton 

Navin Agarwal, 18 

116, A K Road, Rajendra Nagar, 

Patna-800016 

Stamps, travelling 

Miss. Sarita Roy 

c/o Mr S C Roy 
101, Sovabazar Street 
Jagottara Aloye 
Calcutta-700005 
Dancing, movies, penpals 

Rajendar Goenka 

22, Gopal Chandra Mukherjee 
Lane 

Howrah-711001 
Cricket, movies, music 

Sadat Fayaz K,Shah 

c/o MiramShah 
Near Church 
Sankhali-Goa-403505 
Journalism, reading, badminton 

Rajesh Mehra, 16 

195/1 Mahatma Gandhi Rd 
(3rd Floor) 

Calcutta-700007 
Cricket, reading, music 

Pravaen Kumar, 16 
N A 442 B E L Colony 
Jatahali Rd, Bangalore-13 
Reading • science models 
stamps 

Rajeav Goal, 17 

960 RaniBagh 
Delhi-110034 
Reading, botany, music 
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ACROSS 


3 The thing about which Kapil 
does not believe in beating (4) 

5 If It's his - trust Kapil to try 
only onside shotsi (3 3) 

6 Where to study Evens hundred? 
<4) 


7 Sandeep Patil went out of 
Test Cricket playing - even 
when downi <6) 

8 What Gavaskar first wanted 
to do under Kapil Dev, then 
under his own captaincy! (2 4) 

10 Not prepared to hit? Well, the 
situation is hopeless (2 2) 

11 Kind of uproar "How's that?" 
is (6) 

12 Titmus if English, Freer if Aus¬ 
tralian (4) 

DOWN 

1 Patrick Eagar is certainly not 
- - when photographing in 
black and white' (3 6) 

2 Lock and Laker in England, 
Prasanna and Bedi in India (1 
3) 

3 Barrington, yes, not runs hit 
(4) 
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4 Trust Kapil to make — of a 
long-hop (5 4) 

8 Commendable for dog rising 
to swallow ball? (4) 

' ' ' 4'« ‘ ■ 

9 The Calendar. Girl could well 
be Imran Khan's -! (4) 


QUESTION 

BOX 


Q. HAS ANY BATSMAN 
scored a double century in both 
the innings of a Test? 

-Shravan Mishra, 
Lucknow. 

A. No 

WHAT ARE the best bowling 
figures of Chandra, Bedi, Prasan¬ 
na and Venkat in an Test in¬ 
nings? 

-Rianish Pustode. 

Chandrapur 

< 

A. THE best bowling figures of 
the above mentioned cricketers are 
as follows - Chandra-8-79, Be- 
di-7-98, Prasanna-8-76, Ven- 
kat-8-72. 

Q. WHAT IS the Test record of 
Hemu Adhikari and S.A. Baner- 
iee? 

-Shyam Sunder. S, 
Madras. 

A. HEMU ADHIKARI has played 
21 Tests, 36 innings, 8 times not 

out, 872 runs, 114 not out, 1 cen¬ 
tury, and at an average of 31.14 He 

.las also taken 3 wkts. S.A. Baner- 
jee has played 1 Test 1 innings, 
and failed to score any runs. He 
took 5 wkts at an average of 36.20 

a PID DPN BjftiibMAN score 

Mty. 15-2». 188S. 

-ersfi. A .< r - ■ . 


300 runs in a day in a Test match, 
if so. in which Test, against 
whom and when? 

-B.N, Chhaya, 
Santacruz (W). Bombay. 

A.YES DON BRADMAN scored 
300 runs in a day's play in the 3rd 
Test against England at Leeds, in 
1930 


Q WHO HAS SCORED the maxi¬ 
mum number of first class cen¬ 
turies m cricket? 

-Premananda Sahu, 
Talcher, Onssa 

A. SIR JACK HOBBS of England 
heads the list with 197 ceitturies to 
his credit 

Q, WHAT IS the birth date of 
Ravi Shastri? 

-Namita Mallya, 
Andheri (W), Bombay 

A. 25TH MAY, 1962 


SPORTING SAM 
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Q. WHAT IS the highest score 
of an Australian batsmen in Test 
cricket and when did he make it? 

-Abhay Deshpande, 
Setiore, (MP). 

A. 334, IS THE highest score by 
an Australian batsman in Test 
cricket It was scored by Sir Don 

Bradman in the 3rd Test against 
England in 1930 in a single day 

Q. WHO IS the best opening 
batsman of India from the tollow- 
ing- Gaekwad, Shastri,^. Arunlal 
and Shrikant? 

-Kaushik Majumdar, 
Ranchi. 

A. UNDOUBTEDLY Ravi Shastri 
IS best opening batsman that India 
has today 

Q. HOW MANY fifties has 
Greg Chappell scored in Tests? 

-Ravindra Kirtane, 
Pune. 

A. GREG CHAPPELL has scored 
31 fifties in Tests 


by R«c Wootton 













T he 30th Bombay Gold Cup 
hockey tournament this year 
was a treat for hockey fans. The 
standard of hockey was surpris¬ 
ingly high which is a good omen for 
the future. There was very little 
bickering by the big teams and very 
little rough play, unlike in the past. 

The final between PIA and lA 
may have been disappointing for 
those who were anticipating a keen 
battle like the one witnessed in the 
Aga Khan final two years ago. But 
this time Indian Airlines were 
streets ahead and the result was 
testimony to their domination. 

It was a very good idea to invite 
the Pakistan International Airways 
team. They are a very good side and 
playing against them will obviously 
benefit our youngsters. Perhaps in 
the future we can invite more for¬ 
eign teams to participate in our 
domestic tournaments. 

-Sadashiv Surve, 
(Bombay-34). 

Shot from the blue 

T he FIH'tf decision to ban six In¬ 
dian. hockey players after the 
Asia Cup in Ohaka has come like a 
shot from the blue. It is a crippling 
blow for Indian hockey for the six 
players named are the best in the 
country. 

The FIH's decision seems hasty 
and prejudiced. They could have 
sent the IHF prior intimation about 
this matter so that the IHF repre- 
. sentatives could have gone and 
pleaded the Indian players' case. 
Now, with one arbitrary stroke, In¬ 
dian hockey has been orphaned. 

The IHF should move immediate¬ 
ly to save the necks of the players 
concerned. There is nothing that a 
little persuasion cannot achieve. It 
will be recalled that the entire Pa¬ 
kistan team was banned for life 
after their unsportsmanlike show of 
disrespect at the Munich Olympics. 
This ban was reduced after the Pa¬ 
kistan authorities pleaded the case 
of their players. There is no reason 
why the Indian authorities cannot 
do the same. 

Merwyn Rodrigues, 
(IVIalad, Bombay-64). 

T here is llttle doubt that the In¬ 
dian players behaved like a 
bunch of hooligans in the Asia Cup 
'hockey final at Dhaka or else the 
FIH would not have been con- 
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strained to take the stringent action, 
of suspending six players. But the 
people who are really at fault are 
the IHF officials. 

The manager of the Indian team 
to Dhaka should have submitted a 
report to the IHF immediately after 
returning from Dhaka about the 
players' misbehaviour. The IHF 
should in turn then have taken the 
appropriate action against the 
players concerned and also sound¬ 
ed out the FIH about it. This would 
have assuaged matters in the par¬ 
ent body and the officials therein 
would not have had to take such 
drastic action. 

John Alphonso. 

(Mapusa, Goa) 

Unthinkable 

■ disagree with Jack Bannister's 
' contention that an England side 
without Botham is not unthinkable 
(SW May 1-7). Ian Botham has 
been England's outstanding per¬ 
former for more than eight years 
now. His achievements are legen¬ 
dary. More often than not he has 
been the only matchwinner for his 
side. 

England may have won the series 
against India last season, but that 
was primarily due to the fact that 
the Indian players, were uninspired 
and only interested in fighting 
amongst themselves. Had the In¬ 
dian team put up a concerted effort, 
the series would never have been 
lost. And people like Jack Bannister 
j^ould then have said that had 
Bother^ assisted England, the re¬ 
sults would have been differenti 

-Nathe Singh, 
(Qarwhal). 

Foolish statement 

A bdul Oadir in his interview 
(SW May 1-7) defends himself 
very foolishly in the much publi¬ 
cised Wellington incident. I quote 
him: "...I was fielding in the covers. 
Rameez bowled and middle-order 
batsman Armstrong played it to¬ 
wards me. I deliberately allowed 
the ball to go past me. But the idea 
was to play up to the spectators, 
many of whom were leaving the 
stadium. I wanted to provide some 
cheer to the dull proceedings...'' 

Who are you fooling Mr. Qadir? 
Can a deliberate misfield provide 
any cheer to spectators? Are spec¬ 
tators such imbeciles that they 
would be regaled by such blatant 
disregard of cricketing rtorms? 

The truth is that Qadir obviously 
wanted to rub Zaheer the. wrong 
way. By providing players like Qadir 


a platform to air their puerile views 
and defend themselves. Sports- 
week is doing a great disservice to - 
a noble game like cricket. 

-Manjule Perikh, 
(Ahmedabad-42). 

Stern measures 

T he Australian Cricket Board 
should take the sternest mea¬ 
sures to prevent a rebel Australian 
team from touring South Africa. 
The lure of the Krugerand is assum¬ 
ing cancerous proportions and if 
not nipped in the bud now, will spell 
finis to all sporting Activities in the 
world. . 

When the entire world, including 
the developed countries are fight¬ 
ing for human rights, it is shameful 
that a few mislad people should un-' 
do all the good work done by activ¬ 
ists against racism.As far as South 
Africa is concerned unless they re¬ 
voke their constitutional clause 
condoning racial discrimination, th¬ 
ey should be left in isolation and no 
sporting links established with th¬ 
em. 

-Mayank Desai 
(Middlesex, London). 

Serial superb 

T he first extract from Lillee's 
book, 'Over and Out!' was su¬ 
perb. Lillee has been the outstand¬ 
ing bowler of our time and his 
views are worth reading. I don't th¬ 
ink many people will disagree with 
his contention that Viv Richards is 
the best modern batsman. 

-Arif Taiyab, 
(Bombay-9) 

Biased views 

I AM REFERRING to the article in 
SW dated April 17, 1985, under = 
the heading. Shocking declara¬ 
tions' 

Your correspondent has based 
his article on a newspaper report 
and the way the article is written, I 
have a feeling that my image at the 
national and international level is 
being sullied. 

I am a FIFA, AFC and AIFF 
instructor for referees and I know 
my laws very well. I am also confi¬ 
dent of wb^t I speak. I have time 
and againjried to improve the stan¬ 
dard of b^ Indian referees, giving 
them the benefit of my knowledge 
and experience, and I shall continue 
to do so in the near future but such 
malicious hinderances will only dis¬ 
courage me from doing good for 
the country 

-Alex Vaz, 
Fort,Bombav*1. 
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A bath with LIFEBUOY leaves you 
clean .. gives you that healthy 
feeling of freshness. It’s a healthy life 
with LIFEBUOY Remember... 

LIFEBUOY 
washes away 
the germs in dirt 


LINTAS L7^ '"Jib 


A quality product Py Hindusiart Lever 
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Jeff Dujon... his 
wicketkeeping has 
improved beyond 
g recognition. Fast 
bowlers of the calibre 
of Garner, Marshall 
and Holding have 
^ been a big help 
^ obviously. And there 
is no finer batsman 
coming in at no. 7 in 
the world. 
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Allan Lamb... one of 
the more dependable 
batsmen in the 
English side. Lamb 
will have a very 
important role to play 
in the forthcoming 
At^es series. Holding 
V' ^middle order 
together. 
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Durino my Uf«*s Workt have 
been saved and healed 
through the power of God 

Until 1960,1 waa an ungodly man and 
Icnaw for aura that I would go to hall when 
I died At the ^neral of my fnends and 
raiaflvea I always thought about this 
Although I raspactad the true believers, I 
did not know how to receive such won¬ 
derful peace, until God led me into 
pfayer 

From time to time, a vehicle from the X- 
ray Institute would visit our village of Rei- 
chenbach It was also requested to visit 
our factory where we manufacture Sky 
hna Cranes 



Our staff, my wife, our children and 
myself had X-ray examinations After a 
few days the Institute called me to say 
that they had found a spot on my lung, 
and that I must go to visit a doctor for fur¬ 
ther exammation and possible treatment 
A few years earlier, my younger brother, 
who also served our customers (see pic¬ 
tures) had died of lung cancer, and I was a 
smoker as he had been This left me with 
a fear of having the same illness I was 
oonvmoed that doctors could not heal 
lung cancer, and that only the power of 
God could bnng heating 
I only prayed to God when I had problems 
In my own life, my family or business and 
could not help myself or find help from 
others. The Lord always answered my 
prayers and helped me every time, even 
when I did not have peace with God I 
trusted in his promises “Call upon ms In 
the day of trouble, I will deliver you, and 
you wW honor me“ (Psalm 90 IS) With 
regard to the spot on my lung, for a whole 
week I prayed about twenty times a day, 
begging our Lord to heal me During my 
prayer God asked me to promise to serve 
him, ahd this I did, without the condition 
of him heating me 

^ the advice of the X-ray Institute I went 
to a doctor, who arranged for further X- 
ray examinations As we examined the 
original X-ray together by a window, the 
spot was ctaarty to bewseh, but On exami¬ 


nation of the subsequent films my lungs 
were shown to be without the spot My 
prayers had been answered and God had 
healed me' I continued my prayers, in 
which I thanked him for the healing, and 
the more I prayed the more I felt his pres¬ 
ence The Bible says “Come near to God 
and he will come near to you“ (James 
4 6) This happened through my earnest 
prayers. 

The next Sunday, as I was humb^ in pray¬ 
er outside my home, longing for the pres¬ 
ence of God, his power came down from 
heaven like a cloud that almost pressed 
me down to the ground Contained In the 
oloud was a brilliant light which almost 
blinded me and restricted my vision to 
two or three meters In the twinkling of an 
eye, something wonderful came into my 
heart 

In a vision God showed me the name of 
“Jesus' written in great goldbn letters 
After this marvelous expenence I knew 
without a doubt that Jesus had come into 
my heart 

When for the first time Jesus spoke to 
me. he said “Now thank God for what you 
have received", and as I walked from my 
home to Schamachtal I thanked God for 
Jesus and the wonderful experience he 
had given me It was as if a great burden 
had been lifted off me, and I did not know 
that I was carrying such a heavy load of 
sin 
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Before returning home. I asked God to 
protect mo from all evil and that the devil 
could never rob me of this great expon- 
ence Later, Satan tried but he could not 
succeed because I had the protection of 
the blood of our Lord On the cross of Cal¬ 
vary Jesus shed his blood and died and 
there defeated Satan This 1 know and 
believe fervently 

Since this extraordinary event, my heart 
is at peace and overflowing with joy and 
with the assurance that our Lord will nev¬ 
er forsake me When I die I will be with him 
and the Kingdom of Heaven will be my 
reward The way to eternal life Is to have 
Jesus in our heart The Bible states “God 
has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
hw Son He who has the Son has life, ho 


who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life' (1 John 511 12) 

I confessed my sms which the Holy Spirit 
revealed to me and made everything 
right I was shown that our Lord hadforgt- 
ven all the wrongdoings of my past Hfe 
On this earth we are born of our mothers, 
but to enter heaven we must be bom of 
the Spirit of God The experience of 
rebirth is like a change of government In 
the heart, and when Jesus comes into our 
hearts, the spirit of the world must leave 
Because Adam and Eve had fallen Into sin 
we do not, by nature, have Jesus in our 
hearts, and all men have inherited their 
sinful ways from them Therefore, we 
commit sins which, as we know, separate 
us from God, and as mere mortals we are 
powerless to free ourselves from sin For 
this reason God through his great love, 
sacrificed his beloved Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from sin Only Jesus has God's 
authority to forgive the sms of mankind, 
for he said “I am the way and the truth 
and the Hfe No one comes to the Father 
except through me" (John 14 6) Peter 
says of Jesus “There is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved' (Acts 4 12) 

He who wishes to be saved must seek 
God with all his heart “You will seek me 
and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart" says the Lord (Jeremiah 
29 13) Through earnest prayer and long¬ 
ing for God, his Son Jesus will enter Into 
our hearts and he will save us from the 
eternal damnation of hell, and give us the 
peace of God and eternal life 
And so, with joy I say seek our Lord with 
fervent prayer, then you will find and be 
filled with the peace and the joy he has 
filled me It is my prayer for the whole of 
mankind to enjoy such blessings and find 
salvation May God bless you I 
It does not matter what our work is, God 
wants everybody to be saved 

Jakob Wyaaen 



The pictures show lifting and transport of 
loads 


Vhfaaen Skyllna-Cnnas Co. Ltd. 4 
CH-3713 Ralchenbach (Swttzartand) 

On request we will send you free of 
ehaige, as long as available, the New 
llBetafnent of the BfMe. Wnte us, with 
your address and pin-code all in block- 
letters Ple^ write In English only. 
Thank you. 
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ATTRACTIVE PRIZES TO BE WON 

FIRST PRIZE: TWO TICKETS ON PAN AM 

—-- TO LONDON AND BACK, IN 

TIME TO WATCH THE LORDS 
TEST FOR THE ASHES BET¬ 
WEEN ENGLAND AND AUS¬ 
TRALIA IN JUNE. YOU CANT 
BEAT THE EXPERIENCE! 

SECOND PRIZE: NIKY TASHA 3-D TELEVISION 
SET MOVE INTO THE 21st 
CENTURY IN VIEWING EXCITE¬ 
MENT. 

THIRD PRIZE : a SET OF SOFT, STRONG STY¬ 
LISH V.I.P. SKYBAGS. THE WO¬ 
RLD IS GOING SOFT TODAY. 

WHYDONTYOU? 

20 CONSOLATION PRIZES : A YEAR'S SUBS- 

CRIPTION TO 
SPORTSWEEK INDIAS LEADING 
SPORTS PUBLICATION 


CONTEST DETAILS AND ENTRY 
FORMS IN MID DAY 
BUY A COPY TODAY! 
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THROUGHOUT HIS career, Bor¬ 
der h^s been known as a battler, 
one of those individuals who thrive 
when the going is toughest A pro¬ 
file on Australia s man-at-the-helm 
Allan Border 



.PAGE 15 

. THE AUSTRALIAN team are al¬ 
ready in Britain and they will do 
everything in their power to retain 
the Ashes Small pencil sketches of 
the players from Down Under who 
are going to do battle for the ulti 
mate honour 



PAGE 20 

AS IN THE THIRD Test another 
week batting performance in their 
first innings left New Zealand with 
no realistic hope of playing their 
way back into contention and Win 
dies win the senes with utmost 
ease Tony Cozier sums up the 
Kingston Test 


PAGE 33 

RAILWAYS WERE on the nght 
track For the first time they won 
the men's title in the annual All- 
India Open Athletic Champion¬ 
ships, held recently at Trivandrum 
Our correspondent reports 

PAGE 38 

JCT MILLS not only came up 
with a dismal all-loss performance 
but left in disgrace and all their past 
good work done on and off their 
field was grounded Our correspon¬ 
dent and photographer records the 
event for posterity 

PAGE 44 

A LOT OF MUSCLE power was 
shown at the Salt Lake Stadium 
Calcutta last week when Iraq won 
their Pre-World Cup football en¬ 
counter against arch rival Qatar 
Debabrata Chowdhury reports on 
the fracas 
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ALLAN ROBERT BORDER 

A battler 
who knows 
no Border 


SW Correspondent 


A S Australia's batsmen strug¬ 
gled embarrassingly and una- 
vailingly to cope with high-class 
West Indian bowling during their 
1984 Caribbean tour, it was left to 
one man to carry their standard for 
them in the face of persistent 
adversity. 

Allan Border, at five feet nine 
inches, dwarfed by most of those 
bowlers who tormented Australian 
batsmen during the season, was 


the only one to find the courage, ap¬ 
plication and skill to resist success¬ 
fully. As Australia narrowly averted 
defeats in the first two Tests before 
collapsing to isuccessive and mas¬ 
sive losses in the last three, the lit¬ 
tle left-hander battled resolutely 
throughout, his determination 
never conquered. 

In the end, he had 521 runs in the 
five Tests at an average of 74.42. It 
was twice the aggregate of any of 



Allan Border... It Im a nieature his tenacity that he has rarely h$t hie 
place In theAuetrallan team ebice making hie debut 



Behind that, gentle, uncomplicatei 
grin lies a man made of muci 
sterner etuff 

his teammates and very nearly th 
ree times the average. 

Nothing mord characterised his 
spirit and his value to his team thar 
twp particular innings, both the Se 
cf hd Test at the Queen's Park Oval 


In the first, he defied the West In 
dian attack, spearheaded by the 
giant Joel Garner and Malcoln 
Marshall, for five and three-quartei 
hours, only to be denied a century 
when the last two wickets fell witf 
him stuck on 98. In the second, he 
did collect his richly deserved re 
ward reaching his 100 with the las' 
stroke of a match which his de¬ 
fiance for another four and three 
quarter hours and his partnerships 
for the ninth and tenth wickets witf 
Rodney Hogg and Terry Aldermar 
saved against all the odds. 

Throughout his career, Bordei 
had been known as a battler, one ol 
those individuals who thrive when 
the going is toughest. 

It has never been tougher, foi 
Australian cricketers than in the 
West indies in 1984 and at home, 
later the same year and Borders 
character has never been more se¬ 
verely tested. 


Bom in the Sydney suburb ol 
Cremore on July 27,196B, ALLAN 
ROBERT BORDER first showed his 
sporting attributes in backyard 
games with brothers John and 


Brett and later at North Sydney 
Boys High School which has a 
strong tradition in cricket number¬ 
ing Graeme ^ole, Ian Craig and 
Peter Philpott as former pupils who 
have gone into Australia's Test 
team. Baseball, tennis and surfing 
off Manly beach shared leisure time 
with cricket But it was cricket at 
which he was to make the greatest 
impact 






competition, moved into first grade 
cricket with Mosman club just 
down the road from the family's 
home and following impressive 
performances, gained his first se¬ 
lection on New South Wales’ Shef¬ 
field Shield team in the 1975-1976 
season as a middie-order batsman 
and occasional left-arm spin 
bowler. 

Within a year of his debut, the 
cricket world-and more especially 
Australia's - was- thrown into a 
state of controversy and confusion 
by the establishment of Kerry 
Packer's World Series Cricket. 
Overnight the New South Wales 
and Australian teams were deci¬ 
mated by defections to the new or¬ 
ganisation, disrupting a system by 
which Australian cricket had bee,n 
»administered for more than 100 
years and thereby, presenting op¬ 
portunities to replacement players 



who would otherwise have had to 
wait several years or who may 
never have made it at all. 

Several were tried at both state 
and national level, found wanting 
and quickly fell by the wayside 
^Border, however, was made of 
sterner stuff and possessed the abi¬ 
lity and the temperament not to let 
the chance go to waste. 

It is a measure of his tenacity that 
he has rarely i lost his place in the 
Australian Test team since making 
his first appearance at the' Mel¬ 
bourne Cricket Ground in the fourth 
Test of the 1978-1979 series 
against Mike Brearley's England 
team. In the interim, he has played 
66 tests and scored 4735 runs at 
the outstanding average of 49.32 
an innings. 

Frequently, he has been at his 
best when Australia has not. In the 
heat and strange environment of 
Pakistan in 1980 in a series which 
Australia lost and in which few of 
their batsman did themselves jus¬ 
tice, Border rounded off the three 
Tests with successive scores of 
178,150 not out and 153k.1n Eng- 
>Jiand, in 1981, as Ian Bottwrn and 
Bob. W'Hia lad an England humilla- 
idgMim eeriea, Bdrder 



Allan Border... Ms Importance multiplied several times over bp the failure 
of other batsmen 


an average of nearly 60 while no 
one else could average 30. 

His first sight of West Indian 
bowling was in the 1979-80 series 
of three Tests when he was placed 
at No.3 in the order by Greg Chap¬ 
pell against the formidable attact of 
Michael Holding, Andy Roberts, 
Joel Gamer and Colin Croft. He 
failed in the first two Tests but 
when he reverted to his more ac¬ 
customed No.6 he hit a fighting 
half-century in the last Test. 

When the West Indies next visit¬ 
ed. Australia, Border headed his 


team’s Test averages although his 
finest innings, 78 and 126 were not 
enough to prevent the West Indies 
winning the final Test at Adelaide in 
a stirring finish to tie the series. 

His confrontations against the 
West Indies had been all on home 
territory - and briefly in the World 
Cup in England in 1983 - when he 
came as vice-captain to Kim 
Hughes with the fifth Australian 
team to tour the Caribbean in 1984. 
Immediately prior to the series, 
Greg Chappell, Rodney Marsh and 
Dennis Lillee, three of cricketers all 
time greats, had all announced their 
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Allan Border frequently he has 
been at his best when Australia was 
not 

retirement and the team was 
further weakened by the injury 
which kept Graham Yallop an ex 
perienced and quality left handed 
batsman at home 

There would be enormous re 
sponsibility on the very few bats 
man in the team with the back 
ground of lengthy Test careers As 
had been evident in the past the 
difficult situation proved a stimulus 
to Border his importance multiplied 
several times over by the failure ol 
the other batsman 
One of the highlights of the series 
was the personal duel between the 
menacing giant Garner for the 
West Indies and the pugnacious 
Border for Australia It was never 
more dramatic than in the first in 
nings of the Queen s Park Oval Test 
when Garper kept Border scoreless 
for 12 deliveries on 98 while the 
last two men, Rodney Hogg and 
Terry Alderman were dismissed 
Border didn t get his century then 
but he didn t lose his wicket 

Throughout Garner pounded in 
to deliver his thunderbolts from a 
height and at a pace which deemed 
him almost unplayable as his re 
cord at the end 31 wicVrets at 
16 87 each, revealed Throughout 
Border kept his eye unwaveringly 
on the ball, concentrating fiercely 
making perfect, split-second juijge- 


I •’ J ? 




ments on those balls he should let 
whiz past his face, those he should 
fend away and tha few which of¬ 
fered him scope for an attacking 
stroke 

It was a tribute to Border s tena¬ 
city that only once, m the very first 
innings of the series, did he fall to 
Garner 

With doubts cast over Kim 
Hughes position as captain follow¬ 
ing his teams and his own failure 
and the shocking episode during 
the Trinidad and Tobago match. 
Border s name was frequently men¬ 
tioned as a possible successor 

His chance came earlier than 
imagined Kim Hughes, after two 
resounding defeats against the 
West indies at home, resigned in 


tears and Border was aaked to as¬ 
sume charge of a beaten and de¬ 
moralised side Ha took a little time 
finding his bearings and coukpiot 
prevent the thlrcTTest goirig the 
way of the first two But on a helbful 
Sydney track and with tviM spin 
bowlers, Bob Holland and Murray 
Bennett playing under him. Border 
led Australia to a memorable win in 
rhe final Test 

Border now leads Australia to 
what remains one of the greatest 
cricketing challenges - the battle 
for the Ashes against England As 
.one of the most reliable batsman in 
the modern gamer, Border is the 
most vital member of his side Aus¬ 
tralia s hopes will be pinned on this 
short, stocky fighter to salvage the 
reputation of his country 





Throughout his career Border has been known as a battler who thrives 
when the going is toughest . 
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back on top of 
the class 


By Brad Boxall 


T he discouraging news for all 
would-be sporting champions 
over the age'of 12 is that if you’re 
going to be any good, you have to 
have been a star at primary school. 

The theory is a simple one: There 
are many prerequisites to succeed 
in modem sport, including the pa¬ 
tience of Job, the determination of 
an evangelist, thick skin, and a de¬ 
sire to while away hours in the hot 
sun or pouring rain, hitting, kicking 
and catching balls of various 
shapes. 

In sport, you can work on your 
strengths, eliminate the wea-* 
knesses, and become very profi¬ 
cient. But if you want to reach the 
top, one thing hasn’t changed, even 
in the day of the superfit athlete and 
sports psycologist. 

You have to be a natural, which 
means you were top of the sporting 
tree even at primary school, long 
before the practice perfectionists 
started waking up to six hours a day, 
in the nets or the pool, or on the 
court or the football field. 

! the world's, sporting halls of 
fame are full of champions who 
were brilliant from the day they 
stepped out of their nappies. How 
would you have liked to compete 
against Carl Lewis in any track and 
field event at junior high? 

Just one of the army of pre- 
pubescent prodigies is the Austra¬ 
lian captaiH Allan Border, who first 
made his mark on cricket at Mos- 
man Primary, in dta now fashiona¬ 
ble Sydney harbour^de suburb. 

Border was Mosmen’s captain, 
and held in awe by lesser spr^ing 
hjminarlsa such as myself. He lived 
In The Crescent, vvhich curves 
quie^ end leafity around part of 
Moshwn Oval where he was held 
in tfKHit the same awe by basebaH 
^ coschesforhispowarsl^gging. 

V ,When it .ciwiie to. hiding halls 
wobte. Border was 


unsurpassed in M'osman in 1967 
among under-12$. • 

For those who doubted Border's 
captaincy claims after Kim Hughes’ 
resignation, I can assure them that 
he was a spectacular success for 
Mosman Primary. 

He opened the batting with Phil 
Weatherdon, and mostly seemed 
to retire when he got to 40. Per¬ 
haps he was occasionally, dis¬ 
missed for less than that but if he 
was, I never saw it. 

Later he opened the bowling, 
again with Weatherdon, and gener¬ 
ally hatf the other mob out for less 
than three figures. Apart from these 
two, the rest of the Mosman Pri¬ 
mary XI had very little to do. 

Unfortunately, Weatherdon with¬ 
ered in Border's shadow, going on 
to a mixed career of first and se¬ 
cond XI cricket with the Mosman 
grade club while his former school¬ 
boy captain was hitting Test cen¬ 
turies. 


Perhaps there was only room for 
one real sporting hero in the 
Mosman Primary sixth class of 



1967, although others from that 
year went on to make their.mark in 
the arts, notably actor Tom Burlin- 
son (Phar Lap and The Man From- 
Snowy River), drummer Rob Hirst, 
of Mr. Peter Garrett's Midnight Oil, 
and, even mdre notably, Debbie 
Jones, an early centrefold fpr Aus¬ 
tralian Playboy. 


Border was a terribly tair captain 



Auatralla eaptaln Alkm Border da on I&month'o)d tot and right, as a 
t(hyeat-old tn thefrohtyardp/Mshome in'The Crescenf, Mosman 
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at age 12, news that will no doubt 
rest well with his current Australian 
teammates 

Despite being a good friend of 
his, I received no special favours 
when It came to selecton in the 
respected Mosman Primary XI 

After the first 10 were chosen for 
each match, there were inevitably 
about five no-hopers vying for the 
last position, which even more 
inevitably included myself 

School tradition insisted that this 
last man be chosen not on merit 
(none of us had any) but by the 
captain mentally picking a number 
from one to 20 Each contender 
nominated a number, and whoever 
came closest to the captain s pick 
made the team 

One week I took a catch to give 
Border a hat trick I felt he looked at 
me with new respect from that day, 
but at practice next week I was 
again miserably involved in the 
1-20 guessing game Border the 
captain-fair, but cruel 

Having his life so dominated by 
sport inevitably meant Border 
played football, and he was a Rugby 
Union breakaway at Mosman Pn 
mary and later North Sydney Tech 
He gave it up because other blokes 
kept bopping him on the bugle I m 
no fighter, he said 

Border served the last four years 
of high school at North Sydney 
Boys, and made the transition from 
primary star to high star by playing 
for the first XI while in fourth, fifth 
and sixth year He opened the bat¬ 
ting bowled left-arm nothings 
and captained the side in his final 
year 



IVr don't know what happened to the test of the Mosman Primary prefects 
of 1967, but w^ can tell you that Allan Border (front row, far right) became 
the Australia cricket captain, Robert Hirst (front row, second left) drums 
foi top Aussie rock band Midnight Oil, and Tom Byriinson (back row, se¬ 
cond left) became an actor 


Leaving school at the end of 
1973 there followed a couple of 
wasted years, in which cricket 
could have lost Border for good 

I played sport because I enjoyed 
It That was about the start and 
finish, he said the day after being 
appointed Australian captain I 
never had that burning ambition to 
play fo^Australia or anything My 
only idm as a kid was Gary Sobers, 
and that because he was a left- 
hand slogger, I saw a newsreel of 
the Tied Test 

He made his first grade debut for 
Mosman at age 16, while still at 
school, being called up to bowl his 
spinners and bat at No 9 From that 
lowly position he gave a hint of 



It’s the summer of 1964-65 and nlne-year-e^d Border (front row, second 
left) makes Ms first mark on the crt^et world by being chosen f^ the 
Mosman District D3 team for under-12 


things to come with 30, but Ron 
Crtppen c^ned his little spinners 
during 130 r>ot out, and Border bad 
0-67 off SIX overs He was dropped 
and Crippen was recalled to the 
New South Wales team 

From there. Border shifted about 
a bit between firsts and seconds 
with no real purpose He admitted 
he lost interest in the game and 
didn t really care whether he made 
runs or not 

It was in this period that Border's 
relationship with cricket cdbld have 
degenerated to little more than a 
casual fling 

He was playing first grade base¬ 
ball, and his best mates came from 
this sport rather than crickets They 
had a great time together at base¬ 
ball, but while he was playing fiiet 
grade cricket they were only in 
fourths 

If baseball had been a bigger 
game in Australia, there's every 
chance I would have gone that way 
rather than cricket," Border said "I 
really knocked around with those 
baseball guys, but in the end it was 
easier to relate to cricket as a sport 
It had the media attention, it had 
the Australian feel, but baseball 
was only small, and an Amencan 
import ' 

Despite moving to Queensland in 
October 198§, Border maintains 
his close baseball fnendships A 
NSW Claxton Shield player, Marcus 
Sykes, was best man at Border's 
wedding He was another Mosman 
Primary product, although a year 
ahead of the class of '67. Sykes 
also lived in The Creaga^ nih# 
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his ''rebsl'^ stage hefore the ktart of 
the 19?6>76 seasoa Fart of tfte 
inaisifetion to try to make some¬ 
thing <of his cnckist oshia from 
Andrew HHditch, formef Australian 
vioe-captahT. 

"I played a lot of junior and grade 
cridket with and against Andy, and 
when he came into grade he did 
well and cracked the state squad. I 
lool^ at him and said, 'I can do 
that. At the time I was Just turning 
up for a bash and being a general 
nothing, so I decided to get a bit 
serious." 

How close Border came to miss¬ 
ing the boat is reflected in his youn¬ 
gest brother, Brett, whom he de- 


eribes as an excellent cricketer, 
‘tlrett stayed in the rebel stege .a bit 
tod long and now, at ?2, has.let it 
go too far to make it" said Border. 

During 1976-76, Border estab¬ 
lished himself permanently in firs* 
grads at Mosman and scored more 
than 800 runs. Next summer he did 
even better and cracked the NSW 
Sheffield Shield team late in the 
season after a run of impressive 
scoring. 

A power-packed 142 against 
Balmain, which included 25 fours 
and two sixes, was his springboard 
into the first-class pool, but he also 
had 76 for State Colts against 
Tasmania, 97 for Metropolitan 



against Combined Near North. 33 
in the ANZ Cup against a fired-up 
Andy Roberts and 139 not out 
against Randwick, again with more 
than 20 boundaries. 

An aggressive left-hander about 
5 ft 9 inches tall, strong wrists and 
forea.rms, severe on spinners with a 
powerful cover drive and pull^ore 
than handy in the slips and a lovely 
outfielder - Border was compared 
to Neil Harvey very early on. Fortun¬ 
ately it didn't stick, and the 
21-year-old New South Welshman 
was left to make his own mark on 
the game. 

He broke into the NSW sidf 
when Australia was touring New 
Zealand and hit 36 against Queens¬ 
land on debut. At the end of the 
season he had played five matches, 
scoring 128 runs at 18.29. 

Border was no overnight sensa¬ 
tion, but he improved the following 
season - the first of World Series 
Cricket - with 617 runs for NSW at 
36.29; top of the aggregate and 
second in the averages. Coupled 
with regular stints . m ’ English 
League cricket. Border was doing 
all the homework required to pass 
his big exam. 

The summer of 1977-78 was a 
disaster for Graham Yallop and 
Australia, but it was Allaij Border's 
breakthrough season. In .14 first- 
class matches he scored 1220 
runs, including four centuries and 
an average of 55.45. He ran up his 
maiden hundred against Western 
Australia in Perth (135) and follow¬ 
ed with his maiden Test hurfdrpd, 

105 against Pakistan in Melbourne. 

His Test debut had come ^ the 
Third Test against Mike Brearley's 
Englishmen in Melbourne. Maybe 
Border was lucky charm, becuase 
that was the only Test' Ausffatia 
won in the series^ 

When World Series and The 
Establishment kissed and made up. 
Border held his place in the com¬ 
bined side and has been there ever 
since. 

In that time he has suffered three 
well-documanted slumps, but has 
always made the form connenction 
in time to dodge the selectors' axe. 
It's that tenacity and never-say-die 
spirit that is respected by pliers 
and critics alike, despite his claim of 
not being a fighter. 

Today Border seems>tq be a fairly 
uncomplicated fellow, a straight¬ 
forward type who will never give 
less than 100 per cent and who 
won't suffer fools gladly. Even the 
Sydney Morning Herald's Phil Derri- 
man recently found it hard to de-* 
scribe the real Border, calling him 
phlegmatic, easygoing, unfhpmboy- 

‘ li,.. 













ant, unintellectual and rather with¬ 
drawn, which he said was a picture 
that "smacked with blandness" 

Finally, Barry Knight, the former 
England player who captained 
Border at Mosman, came to Derri- 
man s rescue, describing Border as 
totally ruthless" and a vicious 
little blighter Derriman grabbed 
this as the missing piece of the 
Border mosaic ,the something in 
his nature which sets him apart 

They were the aggro days. 
Border commented later I ve mell¬ 
owed now but underneatK I m still 
basically aggressive I ve got a 
pretty short fuse and sure I m 
moody but I think I ve improved 

Personal failure can get me 
down but mainly only when the 
side has played poorly as well That 
was the combination on the tour of 
Pakistan when I was said to have 
been withdrawn when I got home 
But basically I ve always thought of 
myself as a normal guy - what you 
see IS what you get 


I ve never thought of myself as a 
leader of men - just one of the boys 
trying to do my best But now I'm 
the captain I think I can do the job 
on the field, my only worry is the 
off-field pressure , 

The media microscope today is 
unbelievable, and Greg Chappell 
and Kim Hughes were the first 
Australian captains to face it It's a 
new dimension and pressure 

Border is very aware that in his 
role as captain he is public property 
more than ever and one of the first 
things he did as Australian cricket 
captain was to change his home 
telephone number 

I don t want my family being fair 
game for the media, he had said 
They just turn up on my doorstep 
and start taking pictures My son 
Dean must be the most photo¬ 
graphed baby in the world 

The captaincy of the Australian 
cricket team is generally held to be 
the most prestigious role available 
to the country s sports people 
After It was passed to Allan Border 



*- ■ - . - 

Aussie captain Allan fiordpr practices In the nets at Lord’s as Ms touring 
team prepare for the summer Teits against England 


Allan Border, “totally ruthless and 
a VICIOUS little blighter” 

the eyes of millions were fixed on 
his performance, even though he 
was able to close his front door to 
them occasionally 

And back at Mosman Primary, 
you wouldn t need to conduct a poll 
amongst the nippers to find out 
their greatest hero 

Principal Gwen Cattell says that' 
Border s name comes up Quite 
often in the classrooms, on the 
playgrounds and in the teadiers 
common room "We think Allan's 
achievements are quite outstand¬ 
ing,' said Miss Cattell "the child¬ 
ren all know about him He is some¬ 
one for them to look up to Snd 
admire 

Border is unchallenged as the 
school's all-time sporting great,- 
and how proudly will the next 
captain of the Mosman Pnmary XI 
lead hts team into battle ^ 

I can see him exhortir^, hia 
players to attain new heights of 
excellence, "because we don't^want 
to let AJjan Border down." And at 
practice after school oh Wednes¬ 
days, there he'll be in froht of the 
five no-hopers clamounng for the 
last position on the team. 

"Now youse guys. I've thought of iV 
a number .betw^ one ifid 
twenty,, i , . h 
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AUSTRALIA IN ENGLAND _ 

Allan Border’s Australians 


BENNETT. Murray John. NSW. 
Oct0.1B66. 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut NSW, V WA, Perth, 
1982/83, Matches 33, Innings 43 
Not Outs 11; Runs 803, Average 
25 09. 50s 2, 100s -, Catches 25, 
• Highest Score 59* NSW v SA, Ade¬ 
laide, 1982/83 

Runs 2595, Balls 7749, Wickets 
96, Mdns 496, Average 27 03, 5 
wkts in innings 5, 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 6/32 NSW v 
West Indies, Sydney, 1984/85 

is* TEST CAREER 

Debut V West Indies, Melbourne, 
1984/85, Matches 2, Innings 3, 
Not Outs 2, Runs 48, Average 
48 00, 50s 100s Catches 4, 

Highest Score 23 v West Indies 
Sydney, 1984/85 

Runs 214 Balls 473, Wickets 5, 
Mdns 16. Average 42 80, 5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match-. Best 
Bowling 3/79 v West Indies Syd¬ 
ney, 1984/85 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 9. Innings 13, Not Outs 
3, Runs 165 Average 16 50,' 50s - 


100s -, Catches 10, Highest Score 
23 Australia v West indies, Sydney 

Runs 677, Balls 2033. Wickets 
33, Mdns 111, Average 20 52, 5 
wkts in innings 2, 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 6/32 NSW v 
West Indies, Sydney 

BOON, David Clarence, Tas, Oa- 

®^R^?fii^8AREER 

Debut Tas v Old, Brisbane, 
1978/79, Matches 58, Innings 
100, Not Outs 6, Runs 3716, Aver¬ 
age 39 53, 50s 18, 100s 9, 
Catches 42, Highest Score 227 Tas 
v Vic, elbourne, 1983/84 

Runs 67 Balls 72, Wickets 2, 
Mdns 1, Average 33 50, 5 wkts in 
innings - 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 1/12 Tas v Vic, Mel¬ 
bourne, 1984/85 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V West Indies, Brisbane, 
1984/85, Matches 3 Innings 5, 
Not Outs -, Runs 132, Average 
26 40 50s 1, 100s -, Catches 2, 
Highest Score 51 v West Indies, 

?9^^8^8!ass 


Matches 10, Innings 18, Not 
Quts 2, Runs 664, Average 44 50, 
SOs 2, 100s 3, Catches 8, Highest 
Score 147 Tas V WA, Hobart 

Runs 12, Balls 18, Wickets 1, 
Mdns 1, Average 12 00. 5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 1/12 Tas v Vic, Mel¬ 
bourne 

BORDER, Allan Robert, Old. July 
27,1965 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut NSW v Old Sydney 
1976/77 Matches 145, Innings 
246, Not Outs 39, Runs 10466, 
Average 50 56, 50s 61 100s 25 
Catches 138, Highest Score 200 
NSW V Old, Sydney 1979/80 

Runs 1830, Balls 4391, Wickets 
54, Mdns 159 Averse 33 88 5 
wkts in innings - 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 4/61 Old v 
NSW, Sydney, 1980/81 Captaincy 
15. 7 wins, 6 draws, 2 losses 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V England Melbourne 
1978/79, Matches 66, Innings 
116, Not Outs 20, Runs 4735, 
Average 49 32, SOs 28, 100s 12 






AUSTRALIA l9rENGLAN0» 


Catches 70, Highest Score 162 v 
India, Madras, 1979 

Runs 588, Bails 1516, Wickets 
15, Mdns 66, Average 39 20, 5 
wkts in innings -, 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 3/20 v New 
Zealand, Christchurch, 1981/82 
Captaincy 3,1 win, 1 draw, 1 loss 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 11, Innings 19, Not 
Outs 3, Runs 645, Average 40 3,1 
50s 2 100s 1, Catches 12, Highest 
Score 144* Old vTas Launceston 

Runs 103, Balls 156, Wickets 5, 
Mdns 6, Average 20 60, 5 wkts in 
innings - 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 3/24 Old v SA, Bns- 
bane Captaincy 9 5 wins 2 draws, 
2 losses 

HILDITCH, Andrew Mark Jef¬ 
ferson, SA, May 20,1956 

FIRST CLASS CAREER . 

Debut NSW v Tas, Hobart 
1976/77 Matches 64, Innings 
115 Not Outs 3, Runs 4441, Aver¬ 
age 39 65, 50s 27, 100s 7, 
Catches 54, Highest Score 230 SA 
vVic Melbourne 1983/84 




Runs 67, Balls 178, Wickets -, 
Mdns 9, Average -, 5 wkts in in¬ 
nings -, 10 wkts in a match -, Best 
Bowing - 
TEST CAREER 

Debut V England, Sydney, 
1978/79, Matches 11, Innings 21, 
Not Outs -, Runs 637, Average 
30 33, 50s 5, 100s 1, Catches 10, 
Highest Score 113 v West Indies, 
meibourne, 1984/85 


1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 11, innings 19, Not 
Outs -, Runs 960, Average 50 33, 
50s 5,100s 2, Catches 11, Highest 
Score 184 SA V NSW Adelaide 

Runs 41, Bails 110, Wickets -, 
Mdns 4, Average -, 5 wkts in in¬ 
nings - 10 wkts in a match -, Best 
Bowling- 

^ HOLLAND, Robert George 
I^SW, October 19,1946 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut NSW v Old, Sydney 
1978/79 Matches 49 Innings 53 
Not Outs 14, Runs 390 Average 










‘A*' 

^ b * #1 


RecaUed to Teit cricket at the age qf 34, Jeff Thomeqn puts th some Mt 
practice at Lord’s the day <ffter the "Australian squad arrived In England 
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1000, 508 100a >, Catches 30; 

Highest Score 40 NSW v WA Syd* 
ney, 1982/83 

Runs 5540, Balls 13941; Wick¬ 
ets 182, Mdns 700, Average 
30 43,5 wkts in innings 5; 10 wkts 
in a match 2, Best Bowling 9/83 
NSW V SA, Sydney, 1984/85 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V West Indies, Bnsbane, 

184/85, Matches 3, Innings 4; Not 
Outs 1, Runs 15, Average 5 00 50s 
-, 100s -, Catches 1, Highest Score 
7* V West rhdies, Adelaida, 
1984/85 

Runs 404, Balls 783, Wickets 14 
Mdns 26, Average 28 85,5 wkts in 
innings 1, 10 wkts in a match 1, 
Best Bowling 6/54 v West indies, 
Sydney, 1984/35 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 13, Innings 17, Not 
Outs 1, Runs 158, Average 9 88, 
50s -, 100s -, Catches 6, Highest 
Score 31 NSW v Vic, Melbourne 

Runs 1522, Balls 3723, Wickets 
59, Mdns 181, Average 25 80, 5 
wkts in innings 2, 10 wkts in a 
match 2, Best Bowling 9/83 NSW 
vSA Sydney 

LAWSON, Geoffrey Francis, 
NSW, December 7,1957 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut NSW v WA, Sydney, 
1977/78 Matches 91, Innings 
119 Not Outs 27, Runs 1304, 
Average 14 17, 50s 2, 100s -, 
Catches 43, Highest Score 57* 
Australia v Pakistan, Lahore, 1982 

Runs 8743 Balls 17954, Wick¬ 
ets 347, Mdns 629, Average 
25 19, 5 wkts in innings 17, 10 
wkts in a match 2, Best Bowling 
8/112 Australia v West Indies, 
Adelaide, 1984/85 ^ 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V New Zealand, Brisbane, 
1980/81, Matches 28, Innings 46, 
Not Outs 9, Runs 576, Average 
15 56, 50s 2, lOOs -, Catches/, 
Highest Score 57* v Pakistan, La¬ 
hore 1982 

Runs 3209, Balls 6300; Wickets 
118, Mdns 211; Average 27,19; 5 
wkts in innings 9, 10 wkts m a 
match 2, Best Bowlmg 8/112 v 
West Indies, Adelaide 1984/85. 

1984/85 gIRST CLASS 

Matches 8, Innings 14, Nbt Outs 
3, Runs 183 Average 16 63:50s 
100s Catches 1, Highest Score 
49 Australia v West Indies, Ade¬ 
laide 

Runs 785; BaRa 1844; Wkskete 
37; Mdns 75; AyaregA 2LI^X. 
yvkts Id 






match 1; Best BCwfing 8/11 !Z Aus¬ 
tralia V West indies, Adelaide 
MATTHEWS. Greaory Richard 
John, NSW, December 16,19B9. 
FIRST dUSS CAREER 

Debut NSW y WA, Sydney. 
1982/83: Matches 34, Innings 51, 
Not Outs 10; Runs 1584, Average 
38 63, SOs 9,100s 1; Catches 21, 
Highest Score 103 NSW v Vic, 
Sydney, 1984/85 

Runs 2700, Balls 6385, Wickets 
68, Mdns 313, Average 39 70, 5 
wkts in innings 1, 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 5/32 NSW v 
Old, Sydney, 1984/86 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V Pakistan, Melbourne 
1983/84, Matches 4, Innings 6, 
Not Outs 1, Runs 118, Average 
23 60, 50s 1, 100s -, Catches 1, 
Highest Score 75 v Pakistan, Mel¬ 
bourne, 1983/84 

Runs 296, Balls 547* Wickets 7 
Mdns 25, Average 42 28, 5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match - 
Best Bowling 2/48 v Pakistan 
Melbourne, 1983/84 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 13, Innings 21, Not 
Outs 2, Runs 664, Average 34 95 
SOs 4,10Os 1, Catches 10, Highest 
Score 103 NSW v Vic, Sydney 

Runs 924, Balls 2270, Wickets 
25, Mdns 121, Average 36 96, 5 
wkts in innings 1, 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 5/32 NSW v 
Old, Sydney 

MCDERMOTT, Craig John, Old, 
April 14,1965 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut Old v Vic, Brisbane, 
1983/84, Matches 16, Innings 21, 
Not Outs 4, Runs 299, Average 
17 58, 508 -, 100s -, Catches 5, 
Highest Score 38* Old v Vic, 
Melbourne, 1983/84 

Runs 1595, Balls 3089, Wickets 
55, Mdns 111, Average 29 00, 5 
wkts in innings 1, 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 6/45 Old v 
t T as, Launceston, 1984/85 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V West indies, Melbourne, 
1984/85, Matches 2, Innings 2, 
Not Outs -, Runs 4, Average 2 00, 
SOs lOOs Catches 1, Highest 
Score 4 v West indies. Sydney, 
1984/85 

Runs 273, Balls 414; Wickets 
10: Mdns 8, Average 27 30; 5 wkts 
in (hnings -,.10 wkts m a match 
Best Bowling 3/65 y West Indies, 
Sydney, 1984/85. 

OwtBl; 
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Australian batsman Dirk Wellham, right, appears to be bowled over by the 
pace of the exercise at Lord’s. Joining m are captain Border, centre, and 


Greg Ritchie 

100s - Catches 4, Highest Score 
30QldvWA Brisbane 

Runs 779 Balls 1461, Wickets 
35, Mdns 55 Average 22 25 5 
wkts in innings 1 10 wkts in a 
match -, Best Bowling 6/45 Old v 
Tas, Launceston 

O'DONNELL, Simon, Vic, January 
26,1963 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut Vic V SA, h^elbourne 
1983/84 Matches 7 Innings 9 
Not Outs 1 Runs 528, Average 
66 00, SOs 2 100s 2, Catches 3, 
Highest Score 130 Vic v SA, Mel¬ 
bourne 1983/84 

Runs 675 Balls 966 Wickets 
15, Mdns 28, Average 38 33, 5 
wkts in innings - 10 wkts in a 
match - Best Bowling 4/118 Vic v 
SA, Melbourne, 1983/84 

TEST CAREER 
1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Mhtcjies 6, Innings 8, Not Outs 1, 
Runs 398, Average 56 86, SOs 2, 
100s 1, Catches 3, Highest Score 
129* Vic V WA, Perth 

Runs 455, Balls 750, Wicket 11, 
Mdns 20, Average 41 36,5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 3/84 Vic v Old, Bris¬ 
bane 

PHILLIPS, Wayne Bentley. SA, 
March 1,1958 
FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut SA V Vic, Adelaide, 
1977/78 Matches 52, Innings 96, 
Not Outs 7. Runs 3479, Average 
39 08, SOs 17, tOOs 8, Catches 68, 
Stumpings 2, Highest Score 260 
SA V Old, Adelaide, 1981/82 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V Pekistan, Perth, 
1983/84; Matches 12; ihmngs 21. 
Not Out* 1; Ruoa 766; Average 

, t j ‘ ~ „ I ^ 


37 80, SOs 3, 100s 2, Catches 24 
Highest Score 159 v Pakistan 
Perth, 1983/84 

1984/85 first CLASS 

Matches 6, Innings 12, Not Outs 
1, Runs 238, Average 21 63, SOs 1, 

1 o6s -, Catches 14, Stumpings 1 
Highest Score 54 Australia v West 
Indies, Brisbane 

RITCHIE, Gregory Michael, Old, 
January 23,1960 
FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut Old v Vic, Brisbane, 
1980/81 Matches 63, Innings 
102, Not Outs 8. R>ins 4048, Aver¬ 
age 43 06, 50s 26, 100s 9, 
Catches 49, Highest Score 197 Old 
V Pakistan, Brisbane, 1983/84 

Runs 39, Balls 54, Wickets 2 
Mdns 1, Average 19 50, 5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 1/4 Australia v 
Guyana, Georgetown, 1983/84 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V Pakistan, Karachi, 1982, 
Matches 9, Innings 17, Not Outs 1, 
Runs 450, Average 28 12, 50s 2, 
100s 1, Catches 5, Highest Score 
106* V Pakistan, Faisalabad, 1982 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 11, Innings 15, Not 
Outs -, Runs 639, Average 42 60 
SOs 5,100s 1, Catches 11, Highest 
Score 136 Old v Vic, Brisbane 

WELLHAM, Dirk McDonald, 
NSW, March 13,1959. 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut NSW v Vic, Melbourne 
1980-81, Matches 58, Innings 94 
Not'Outs 14, Runs 3602, Average 
45 02,50s 19,100s 9, Catches 28, 
Highest Score 136* NSW v WA 
Perth, 1982/83 

Runs 11, Bails 18, Wickets 1, 
Mdns -, Average 11 00, 5 wkts in ^ 
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innings 10 wkts in a match 
Best Bowling 1/11 Australia v 
Essex, Chelmsford, 1981. 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V England, The Oval, 1981, 
Matches 4, Innings 7, Not Outs -, 
Runs 221, Average 31 57, 50s -, 
100s 1, Catches 1, Highest Score 
103 V England, The Oval, 1981 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 12, Innings 21, Not 
Outs 1, Runs 829,. Average 41 45, 
50s 4, 100s 2, Catches 7, Highest 
Score 115 NSW v Tas, Launceston 

WESSELS. Kapler Christoffel, 
Old, September 14,1957 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut Orange Free State v Nth 
TransvaaLBIoemfontein, 1973/74, 
Matches 150, innings 263, Not 
Outs 22, Runs 12228, Average 
50 73, 50s 62, 100s 32, Catches 
105, Highest Score 254 Sussex v 
Middlesex, Hove, 1980 

Runs 177, Balls 486, Wickets 5 
Mdns 24, Average 35 40, 5 wkts in 
innings 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 1 /O Australia v Presi¬ 
dents XI, Moratuwa, 1982/83 

TEST CAREER 

Debut V England, Brisbane, 
1982/83, Matches 17, Innings 29 
Not Outs 1, Runs 1320, Average 
47 14, 50s 5, 100s 4, Catches 15, 
Highest Score 179 v England, 
Brisbane, 1982/83 

Runs 17, Balls 48, Wickets -, 
Mdns 1, Average -, 5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling - 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 



•Kepler Wessels 


Matches 11, Innings 19, Not 
Outs -, Runs 1020 Average 53 68, 
50s 6, 100s 3, Catches 4, Highest 
Score 173 Australia v West Indies 
Sydney 

Runs 40, Balls 66, Wickets 1, 
Mdns -, Average 40 00, 5 wkts m 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match -, 
Best Bowling 1 /25 Old v SA, Bris 
bane 

WOOD, Graeme Malcolm, WA, 
November 6,1956. 

FIRST CLASS CAREER 

Debut WA V England Perth, 
1976/77, Matches 134, Innings 
233, Not Outs 15, Runs 7996, 
Average 36 67, 50s 41, 100s 18, 
Catches 100, Highest Score 173* * 
WA V NSW, Sydney, 1983/84 

Runs 132, Balls 248, Wickets 5, 
Mdns 6, Average 26 40, 5 wkts in 
innings -, 10 wkts in a match -, 


Best Bowling 3/18 Australia v 
West Zone, Ahmedabad, 1979. 

TEST CAREER 

Debut v India, Adelaide, 
1977/78, Matches 48; Innings 92, 
Not Outs 5, Runs 2849, Average 
32 74,50s 13,100s 7, Catches 27, 
Highest Score 126 v West Indies, 
Guyana, 1977/78 

1984/85 FIRST CLASS 

Matches 8, Innings 15, Not Outs 
-, Runs 565, Average 37 66,505 3, 
100s 1, Catches >7; Highest Score 
141 WA V West Indies, Perth 
THOMSON, Jeffrey Robert, 
NSW, August 16,1950 
The rightarm speedster who 
formed a fearsome duo with Dennis 
Lillee has earned a recall to cricket 
at the highest level 
With 196 Test wickets to his ere 
dit Thomson who has played a vital 
role in many an Aussie triumph 
now returns to crickets head¬ 
quarters after eight long years 
RAY, Phillips. Queensland 
An understudy to Wayne Phillips, 
this young wicketkeeper with 39 
victims to his credit, did quite well 
for himself in the Sheffield Shield 
this season 

GILBERT, Dave, Queensland 

A pace bowler whose perfor 
manre in the Sheffield Shield 
earned him a ticket to tour England 
as the selectors afterthought 
Though lacking in experience he 
Sometimes bowls faster than an¬ 
yone else Down Under but is not 
consistent This tour should do a lot 
for his confidence besides giving 
him an opportunity to impress 
Manager Bob Merriman 
Assistant Manager: Geoff Oy- 
mock 


TOUR ITINERARY 


May 5 vs Lavinia Dutchess of 
Norfolk XI at Arundel 

May 8, 9, 10 vs Somerset at 
Tauton 

May 11, 12, 13 vs Worcester¬ 
shire at Worcester 

May 14 vs Nottinghamshire 
(one-day) at trent Bridge 

May 16 vs Surrey (one-day) at 

the Oval 

* 

May 18, 19, 20, 21 vs Sussex 
at Hove 

May 22, 23, 24 vs MCC at 
Lord's 

May 25. 26, 27, 28 vs Derby¬ 
shire at Derby 

May 30 First One-Oay Interna¬ 
tional at Old Trafford. 

June 1 Second One-Oay Intar¬ 
ts 


national at Edgbaston 

June 3 Third One-Day Interna¬ 
tional at Lord's 

June 5, 6, 7 vs Yorkshire or 
Warwickshire or Lancashire 

June 8, 9, 10, 11 vs Leicester¬ 
shire at Leicester 

June 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 First 
Test at Headingley 

June 20 vs Combined Universi¬ 
ties at Cambridge (one-day) 

June 22, 23, 24, 25 vs Hamp¬ 
shire at Southampton 

June 27, 28. 29, July 1, 2 Se¬ 
cond Test at Lord's 

July 6, 7, 8, 9 vs Essex at 
Chelmsford. 

July 11, 12r 13. 15. 16. Third 
Test at Trent Bridge. 


July 18 vs Minor counties at 
Jesmond (one-day) 

July 20, 21. 22 vs Glamorgan 
or Warwickshire 

July 24, 25, 26. vs Gloucester¬ 
shire at Bristol 

July 27, 28, 29, 30 vs North¬ 
amptonshire at Northampton 

August 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 Fourth 
T est atOldTrafford 

Augusts vs Ireland (one-day) 

August To, 11, 12, 13.' vs 
Middlesex at Lord's 


August 15, 16, 17, 19. 20 

Fifth Test at Edgbaston 

August 24, 25, 26, 27: vs Kent 
at Canterbury. , , 


August 29, 30, 31v 













FIGURES ARE FUN 



FOLLOW 'EM WITH BBM 


The Bridgetown dossier 
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IfiMiouril 

Total 

W Indlea 

Opponents 

Matches 


yeer 

playad 

won 

won 

drewn 

vt England 

Jan 1930 

a 

2 

1 

6 

va India 

feb 1953 

6 

4 


1 

vaAuttralia 

May 1965 

5 

2 


3 

va Pakiaun 

Jan 1958 

2 


- 

2 

vaNawZaaland 

Mar 1972 

2 

1 


1 



22 

3 

1 

12 


Updated to May 1,1985, on which historic date West indies broke at 
long last the sterile sequence of seven previous drawn Tests against 
New Zealand in the Canbbean, at the same time maintaining their win¬ 
ning sequence at Bndgetown, Barbados, with their fifth straight win in 
their last five Tests at this venue-twice vs Australia in 1978 and 1984 
and once each vs England in 1981 and India in 1983 


Highest totals 

The record for the highest total at 
Bridgetown is Australia’s 668 in 
May 1955, whilst the highest for 
the home side at this venue is 596 
for eight declared in March 1974 
against England 

The only previous Test between 
West Indies and New Zealand at 
Bridgetown in March 1972 had 
produced the exililing record for th¬ 
eir highest totals against each other 
at this venuo-564 for eight by the 
Windtes and 422 by the Kiwis 

Lowest totals 

In the recent Test, New Zealand 
recorded the lowest total in a com¬ 
pleted innings in any Test at Bridge¬ 
town when they were dismissed for 
94, erasing the previous lowest at 
this venue of 9/ by Australia last 
year (1984). 

The lowest by the home side at 
Bridgetown is i02 vs England in 
January 1935, whilst their lowest 
against the Kiwis at this venlie is 
133 in 1972 


The highest by a Windies bats¬ 
man against other countries at this 
venue 219 by Denis Atkinson in 
1955 vs Australia, 197 by Everton 
Weekes in 1958 vs Pakistan and 
an unbeaten 178 by Gary Sobers in 
1971 vs India 

Pakistan apart, the highest by a 
batsman from other opponent- 
countries at this venue 210 by Bill 
Lawry in 1965 for Australia, 152 by 
Andy Sandham for England in the 
first-ever Test to be played at 
Bridgetown in January 1930, 150 
by Oilip Sardesai for India in 1971 
and 126 by Bev Congdon for New 
Zealand in 1972 

Centuries at Bridgetown 

Viv Richards achieved the dis¬ 
tinction of hitting the 50th century 
to be recorded at Bridgetown when 
he played a captain’s knock of 105 
with 12 fours and three sixes in the 
recent Test 

West Indians have now hit 28 
centuries at this venue 11 vs Eng¬ 
land, seven vs Australia, four vs 


India, and three each vs New Zea¬ 
land and Pakistan 

The breakup of 22 centuries for 
the opponent-countries at Bridge¬ 
town nine by Australia, seven by 
England and two each by New Zea¬ 
land, India and Pakistan 

Highest stands 

The record at Bridgetown is 399 
(4th wkt) between Sobers and 
Worrell vs England in 1960 for 
West Indies, whilst the best for the 
opponents at this venue is 382 (1 st 
wkt) between Lawry and Simpson 
for Australia in 1965 

The highest for West Indies vs 
New Zealand at Bridgetown 254 
(6th wkt) between Davis and Sob¬ 
ers, whilst the Kiwi best at this ven¬ 
ue is 175 (4th wkt) between Cong¬ 
don and Hastings, both in the 1972 
Test 

Best bowling 

The record for the best bowling 
at Bridgetown is eight for 38 by 
Lance Gibbs for West Indies 
against India in 1962, whilst the 
best by an opponent-bowler at this 
venue is seven for 74 by Bruce Tay¬ 
lor for New Zealand in 19 7 2 

In the recent Test, Malcolm Mar¬ 
shall returned match-winning fi¬ 
gures of seven for 80 in the second 
innings to outstnp the modest Win¬ 
dies record at this venue of four for 
64 by Gary Sobers against the Ki¬ 
wis in 1972 

Actually, this record had already 
been surpassed when Malcolm 
Marshall took four for 40 in the first 
innings. His match tally of 11 for 
120 IS a record for the best match 
figures in any Test at Bridgetown, 
wiping out the previous best of 10 
for 195 by leg-spinner Greville Tho¬ 
mas Scott Stevens for England in 
1930 


Topseoras 


The highest mdividuat innings at 
Bridgetown remains that famous 
marathon knock in January 1958 
by Pakistan’s Hanif Mohammad 
when he compiled 337 in 16 hours 
10 minutes-to this day a world re- 
coiid for the longest innings ever 
played In all first-class pricket. 


Tt\e Windies best at'thte venue is 
•Linivwoe fiowP’s 302 vs England 
JB7(L.,,yirtJil8t their hipest 
. gt0rtdfl0t<wnls 



SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 







NEW ZEALAND IN WEST INDIES 


Fourth Test 


Played at Kingston from May 4-9,1985 


Windies clinch series 


From Tony Cozier in Jamaica 


A s in the third Test another weak 
batting performance in their 
first innings left New Zealand with 
no- realistic hope of playing their 
way back into contention. Yet, a re¬ 
cord second wicket partnership of 
220 between Jeff Crome and cap¬ 
tain Howarth did breathe new life 
into their effort on the third day 
after they had followed on 225 be¬ 
hind only to evaporate rapidly into 
another 10 wickets defeat on the 
fourth. 

Their confidence and courage 
was severely tested during the last 
55 minutes of the second day after 
rain had delayed play after tea and, 
apparently, freshened the pitch 
which was the fastest and liveliest 
of the series during that period. 

Bowling at ferocious speed and 
with Tearsome hostility, Marshall 
and Garner unsettled the New Zea¬ 
land batsman during 10.5 overs 
with a profusion of short-pitched 
deliveries. 

One ball from Garner struck Con¬ 
ey on his forearm and fractured it, 
putting him out of the remainder oT 
the match, a serious reversal for 
New Zealand. Rutherford ducked 
into Garner s first ball that hit him 
on the helmet and there was plenty 
of bobbing, ducking, weaving and 
sitting down by the batsman. 

Coney later blamed the uneven 
bounce of the pitch for his injury 
but he, Howarth and manager Dr. 
John Heslop all publicly com¬ 
plained about the West Indies tac-- 
tics during that time although there 
was no official report to the West 
Indies Board on the matter. 

Umpires David Archer and 
Johnny Gayle did not intervene 
although it would not have been 
surprising if they had then and also 
earlier in the day when Hadlee 
stirred up the hornet's nest by 
delivering five bouncers in an over 
to Garner and a few more to Mar¬ 
shall. 

Strangely, the. pitch completely 
changed character during the third 
day when it was slow and feature¬ 
less and when the West Indies fast 
bowlers paid for not adjusting their* 
length accordingly. 

A measure of the defensive New 
Zealand attitude was evident in Ho- 
warth's decision not to bat first on 
winning tfie toss in spite of a hard 
pitch and ideal weather coi:iditions. 


Hadlee produced an opening 
spell of six overs of high quality but 
Greenidge and Haynes survived it 
to add 82. Haynes and Richardson 
then putting on a further 62 to build 
the foundations of what appeared 
would be a sizeable total. 

Greenidge was in full flow when 
Martin Crowe, at lively medium- 
pace, went round the wicket and 
found the outside edge of a tenative 
bat, his brother taking the resultant 
catch at first siip, one of six held 
between them in the innings. 

Halfway through the day with 
144 for one on the board as a re¬ 
minder of Howarth's generosity in 
sending the West Indies in. New 
Zealand regained some lost ground 



Jeff Crowe...BCored fits 
eecond Test century 


as Coney's deceptive stow medium 
bowling accounted for Haynes and 
Richardson, both caught at point 
from loose strokes. 

When Smith fumbled a clear 
stumping chance «ff Bracewell to 
the fifth ball Richards faced the 
batsman playing over an ondrive, it 
appeared an important miss but 
Hadlee came back for a spell after 
tea during which he dismissed Ri¬ 
chards, leg before on the backfoot, 
and logie, caught at first slip from a 
magnificent outwinger, with suc¬ 
cessive balls. 

Just when Gomes, who included 
a rare six over longon off Bracewell 
in his 45, and Dujon were putting 
the innings right again, the second 
new ball Was taken 20 minutes to 
stumps and, in the day's last over, 
Hadlee induced Gomes to turn one 
off his legs low to squareleg. 

A crowd that packed Sabina Park 
to overflowing turned out for the 
third day in no small measure at¬ 
tracted by the prospect of a big 
score from Dujon who had whetted 
their appetites the previous after¬ 
noon with seven boundaries in 41, 

He added five more in advancing 
to 70 but then an uncontrolled 
drive off the left-arm Troup pre¬ 
sented a waist high catch to midoff. 

Davis edged the next ball to first 
slip but the last two wickets added 
52 before Hadlee ended the innings 
quarter of an hour after lunch with, 
his fourth wicket Garner caughl-at 
gully. 

New Zealand had an hour and a 
halfs batting before tea and, in that 
time, they encountered their usual 
early problems. After half hour, Ho¬ 
warth mistimed a squarecuf and 
presented a gentle, low catch to 
point. 

In the next over, Jeff Crowe's at¬ 
tempted squarecut flew off the 
edge to second slip and, when 
Walsh came on in his first Test of 
the series, Martin Crowe topedged 
a hook stroke to be caught at long- 
leg. 

The situation would have be^n 
vVorse had Coney been caught low. 
down the legaide by Dujon off 
Walsb when r but 40 for three at . 
tea- was bad. enough. A heavy 
shower dalayed.play iFtar tea.for fO 
hour and minum 





For all Its hostility, however, it 
yielded only one actual wicket, 
Rutherford needlessly folibwida the 
fifth ball of ithe final over froin Iror* 
shall, bowling rounc;^ the wicket, to 
be caught behind 

The rest day appeared to give the 
pitch time to settle down and it was 
evident from 'the start of the fourth 
day that its life had gone Garner hit 
Smith's offstump in his first over 
with the batsman a fong way from 
the ball but it was left to Davis to 
take the last four wjckets of the in¬ 
nings from 9 5 overs off which he 
conceded only 10 runs 

He found Hadlee's edge for a 
wicketkeepters catch and then 
brought one back in to bowl Wnght 
after a determined 53 Troup and 
Chatf leld were his other victims, h’is 
final figures of four for 19 being his 
best in Tests 

Richards had no hesitation in 
sending New Zealand back in and it 
was not long before Wright* seem 
ingly mentally exhausted by his 
first innings effort skied a catch off 
a weak hook stroke off Garner 

By now the pitch was placid and 
the efforts of the bovylers to extract 
life from it proved futile 

Jeff Crowe enjoyed the change in 
conditions to such an extend that 
he hit a six off Richards over mid 
wicket and six fours in scoring 70 
in an hour and 50 minutes batting 
to tea He passed his second Test 
century with one of his best 
strokes a firm straight drive off 
Marshall for his 10th four half hour 
before stumps 

Howarth, gathering confidence, 
was squarecutting with relish near 
the end when he was 78 Crowe 
108 and New Zealand at 211 for 
one were only 14 away from mak 
ing the West Indies bat again 

West Indian tactics were com 
pletely altered at the start of the 
fourth day, Marshall and Garner li 
miting themselves to strict con 
tainment and offering the two New 
Zealanders little to score fropi Mar¬ 
shall conceded only two runs from 
four overs. Garner four frortj five, th 
ere were only two bouncers and 
Crowe and Howarth were kept on 
tight rein 

With the policy implemented to 
perfection Richards then pulled his 
trick He offered yp his slow me¬ 
dium shift and Crpvke, who added 
only four m 13 overa fell for it, lift¬ 
ing an onc^ve into midwicket'a lap 

guarter 



The stand of 220 was New Zea-' 
land s best for the second wicketw 
any Test but the slide to defeat was 


now swift and temriinal 

In the over following Crowe's dis¬ 
missal, Howarth's first aggressive 
stroke / of - the day, his favourite 
squarecut off Walsh, was magnifi¬ 
cently cai^ht, low to his left, by the 
tumbling Garner at gully and Walsh 
startled Martin Crowe with a well- 
directed bouncer in his next over 
for his second wicket 

The ball lobbed up as the younger 
Crowe took hasty, self-protective 
action and umpire Gayle's decision 
was fast and positive, although the 
batsman indicated the diversion 
was forearm guard, not bat or 
glove 

Batting without Coney, New Zea¬ 
land were now left to salvage what 
they could with their lower order 
but they could only manage a lead 
of 58, mostly through another posi- 
tive-innings by Bracewell 

Marshall had four of the last five 
wickets to carry his aggregate of 
the series to 27, equaNing New 
Zealander Bruce Taylor's 27 in the 
1972 senes as the record between 
the teams 

For the second successive time, 
Marshall was named Man of the 
Match and Man of the Series Yet 
again, his was the single most ef¬ 
fective influence in the West Indies 
home triumph their seventh in suc¬ 
cession in a home series 


SCORE-BOARD 


WEST mOIES -1 St mmngt 


CG GreenidgecJ Crows bM Crows 46 

DL Haynes cJ CiowfbConev 76 

R B Richardson c M Crowe b Coney 30 

H A Gomes c Wnght b Handlee 45 

IV A Richards ibw b Hadiee 23 

AL Logie cM Crowe b Hadlee 0 

P J Du|on c Bracewell b Troup 70 

M 0 Marshall Ibw b BreceweM 26 

W W Davis c M Crowe b Troup 0 

J Garner c M Crowe b Hadlee 12 

C A Walsh (not out) 1 2 

Extras (b 7 Ibw 9 nb 6) 23 

Total 363 


PaU of wickete 1 82 2 144 3 164 4 207 
5 207 6 273 7 311 8 311 9 339 

Bowhng Hadlee 28 4 11 63 4 Troup 17 1 87 2 
Chatfietd 26 5 85 0 M Crowe 10 2 30 1 Brace 
well 21 5 54 1 Coney 14 3 38 2 

NEW ZEALAND - let Innlnge 


J G Wnght b Dayis S3 

G P Howarth c Gomea b MarahaH 5 

JJ Crowa Richardson b Gamer 2 

MO CrowecOavisbWaiah 6 

J V Coney (retired hurt) 4 

K R RMtherfoftl c Duion b Mamhait 1 

IDS SmithbGarner 0 

RJ Hadlee cDu)onbDwte 18 

JG Bracewell(ftotout) 25 

Q S Troup c Marthail b Davit 0 

F4(^alfialdP0avis 2 

BxtraatIM )b 1 w^r^lS 22 

r«t«t 138 


Fall of wicketa 1 11 2 15 3 37 4 65 5 68 
6 106 7 113 8 122 9 138 

Bowkng Marshall 17 3 47 2 Gamer 16 0 37 2 
Dbvis135 6 19 4 Walsh9 1 301 

NEW ZEALAND - 2nd Inninga 


J G Wright c Ou)on b Gernar 10 

GP Howarth c Gamer b Walsh 64 

J J Crowe c Marshal) b Richarda 112 

M 0 Crows c Ou|onb Walsh 1 

K R Rutherford Ibw Marshall 5 

IDS SmithbMarahalt 9 

RJ Hadlaec Walsh bMarahalt 14 

JG Bracewell eGomes b Marshall 27 

G B Troup c Richardson b Garner 2 

E J Chatheld not out 0 

J V Coney did not bat (injured) 0 

Extras 19 

Total 283 


FaH of wickets 1 13 2 223 3 223 4 226 
5 238 6 242 7 259 8 281 9 283 

BowBng Marthali 28 4 8-66 4 (nb 2) Gamer 19 
8 42 2 (nb2} Walsh 16 4 45 2 (nb 1) Davis 
21 1 75-0 (nb 3) Richsrds 14 2 34 1 GomsI 
3 0 110 Richsrdson 110 0 

WEST INDIES - 2nd Innings 


CG Greenidge(notout) 33 

0 L Hsynet (rK»t out) 24 

Extras (b*1 lb 1) 2 

Total (no wicket) 59 


S oWSng Hadlee 6 1 15*0 Troup-3*0 13-0 Chet 
htid2-0-10-0 8rscewell4-0-14-0 Smith 


Si 



WKEK TWO OF A C0MPF:LLING CRICKET SI'HIES 


THE CRE/IT m/lTCHES 


Ten little Aussie boys 
Lakered in a row 

By Christopher Hilton 


O N THE EVENING of Saturday 
Julv-28 1956 Jim Laker left 
the field at Old Trafford very nearly 
immortal 

He, had taken nine Australian 
wickets for 37 and nobody in-mo 
dem times had taken as many It 
would be years if ever, before any 
body did it again 

Of more immediate concern was 
the state of the Fourth Test Eng 
land had batted first and made 459 
Australia had reached 48 without 
loss and then simply folded 

The only wicket to elude Laker 
was taken by his teammate at Sur 
rey, Tony Lock Fiercely combative 
he would expect to take a lot more 
in the second innings 

, If the wicket turned for Laker, it 
must turn for Lock too 

The Australians followed on an 
opener Colin McDonald retired 
hurt Neil Harvey, a left hander 
came m and committed suicide He 
rushed at his first ball and smacked 
It on the full toss to mid wicket 

R N Harvey c Cowdrey b Laker 0 

A^ the close Australia were 53 
for one 

On the Monday it rained and a sa 
vage wind blew from the Stretford 
end Play didn't begin until after 
lunch and for a long time only one 
ball beat the bat-from Lock 

But before the rain came back, 
drowning play for the day, Jim 
Burke had pushed forward, the ball 
had nicked the edge of the bat and 
gone to leg slip 

J.W Burke c Lock b Laker 33 

On the Tuesday play was delayed 
for ten minutes and when it did be¬ 
gin, It was under a grey sky The 
pitch seemed dead McDonald, 
who had resumed his innings, and 
Craig went safely through to lunch 
adding 28 

If England were to win, time was 
ebbing away > 


But during that lunch interval the 
sun came out and the wicket began 
to dry Lovely for spin 

At 2 30 Laker beat Craig through 
the air He played back He should 
have played forward 

I D Craig Ibw Laker 38 

The crowd turned towards the 
pavilion and saw Ken Mackay, lean 
jawed, dogged coming down the 
steps On good wickets Mackay 
was an immovable object On bad 
wickets he was vulnerable 

Laker surrounded him six men 
within five yards of the bat Mackay 
probed hopelessly forward and 
edged the ball into the slips 

K D Mackay c ^akman b Laker 0 

That was 124 for 4 Keith Miller 
was next-once a fighter pilot, de¬ 
bonair, carefree, the maker of 
breathless centuries and no man, 
surely, to allow that tight ring of 
short legs^their hungry hands 
reaching out-to stay there 

KR Miller b laker 0 

That wea 130^. Ron Archer 

wee eh hUronorUM-• * 


this dangerous, chaotic situation 
He pushed limply at his second ball 
and steered it round the corner 
where the short legs-the preda 
tors-were waiting 

R G Archer c Oakman b Laker 0 

McDonald, whose innings had 
begon on Saturday three days be 
fore, stood helplessly while every 
thing he had constructed was 
swept away 

Richie Benaud put some back 
bone into the innings He defended 
with exaggerated care and he and 
McDonald survived to the tea intei 
val 

Ah the tea interval Laker was to 
remember laconically During it 
the pitch dried out even further 

Laker s second ball after it reared 
and McDonald edged it to the pre¬ 
dators 

C C McDonald c Oakman b Laker 
89 

Ray Lindwall was more than a 
great fast bowler He d made a Tfest 
hundred against England, he knew 
how to bat, and now he settled with 
Benaud They were still together at 
5 o clock 

But Laker deceived Benaud Like 
Craig he went back when he should 
have gone forward 

R Benaud b Laker 18 

Laker "I had all eight wickets and 
now It dawned on me that I could *■ 
achieve cricket history" » 

A picture comes back of that ear¬ 
ly evening Laker, sleeves roiled up, 
bowling rountf the wicket through 
the shadow of the umpire Sawdust 
in the creases And suddenly a 
great tension as each sharpened 
off-spinner stabbed at the batsman 









no 'arranging' - not in a Test 
match.^ 

Ian Johnson, the Australian cap¬ 
tain, came out to join Lindwall. 
Johnson went to the umpires to 
complain thit the sawdust might 
blow in his eyes. 

Play on! 

Twice Lock beat him-and each 
time there was a collective gasp all 
round the ground. This agony last¬ 
ed 20 minutes. 

Then Lindwall went forward, 
didn't smother the spin properly, 
and the predators were there again. 

R.R. Lindwall c Lock b Laker 8. 


Len Maddocks was the last man. 
He took guard and-with hardly any¬ 
body on the ground darling to 
breathe-hit Laker for two' 


And Lock bowled to Johnson. 
Please, don't get him out. Johnson 
IS capable of missing, a straight 
one-easily. 


Is It a trick of memory? Did Lock 
now relent in the face of history and 
bowl six successive balls wide out¬ 
side the off-stump? Did Johnson, 
sensing his role in history, simply 
leave them all alone? 

Yes. Looking back across nearly 
20 years. I'll swear it happened and 
thanks to the miracle of television I 
lived -and died-every nightmare 
delivery. 

And Laker, weary now, moved up 
into the shadow of the umpire 
again. First ball- nothing. He moved 
up a last time. It was 27 minutes 
past five. 

Maddocks, peering from under 
his cap, shuffled across the stumps, 
the ball thump^ed against his pad. 
Godfrey Evans raised an arm and 
bellowed an appeal. 

Laker swivelled, arms at his side, 
appealed, toa 

L. Maddocks Ibw laker 2. 

At that instant Lake* became, im¬ 
mortal. . ' 


. V... f' , 

if.' ’' -i . : 


h4 







Two of Laker’s victims... Ken Mackay is seen caught by Oakman for zero In 
both innings (above and below). Remarkably, the two photographs are 
practically Identical 



Old Trafford Scoreboard 


ENGLANO-FIHST INNINGS 

P Richardson c Maddocks b Benaud ■ 104 
C Cowdrey c Maddocks b Lindwall 80 

Rev D .Sheppard b Archer. . 113 

P May c Archer b Benaud . 43 

T Bailey b Johnson 20 

C Washbrook Ibw Johnson 6 

A OaVman c Archer b Johnson 10 

G Evans at Maddocks b Johnson . . 47 

J Laker run out 3 

A Lock not out 25 

B Stalham c Maddocks b Lindwall . 0 

Extras 8 2, Lb S. W 1 .... 8 

Total , .459 

FALL 174. 195, 288, 321, 327. 339, 401, 417. 
4$a 

BOViaiNO. Lindwall 21 3-6-83-2, Milter 21-8-41-0. 
Archer 22-6-73-1, Johnson 47-10'181-4, Benaud 
47-17-123-2. 

AUSTRALIA-FIRST INNINGS 

C Mcgonald c Lock b Laker . 32. 

J Burka c Cowdrey b Lock. 22 

N Harvey b Laker . .. 0 

.1 Chdg.lbvy Laker ... .... 8 

' S MllW 4 Oekman b latiar. 8 

., ,fC if OMinan t .L*kaf .; 0 


R Lindwall not out . . 
L Maddocks b Laker . 

I Johnson b Laker 

Total .. . . 


FALL. 48.48.62.62,62. 73.73.78,84 
BOWLING Statham 6-3-6-0. Bailey 4-3-4-0. 

Laker 16.4-4-37-B, Lock 14-3-37-1 

SECOND INNINGS 

C McDonald c Oakman b Laker .... 89 

J Burke c Lock b Laker ... 33 

N Harvey c Cowdrey b Laker . 0 

I Craig Ibw Laker . 38 

K Mackay c Oakman b Laker , . 0 

K Miller b Uker . 0 j 

R Archer c Oakman b Laker .. 0 

R Benaud b Laker . 18 

R Lindwall cLock b Laker ... 8 

I Johnson not out. 1 

L Maddoekt Ibw Laker . 2 

Enrae B 12. lb 4. 18 

■ Total . , .205 


FALL.'28.55,114,124.130.130.181,198.203. 
80WUNG.- Statham 16-9-16-0; Saitey 20-8-31 -0; 
laker 81-2-23-63-10, Lock 65-30-e8-0: Oakman 

- ijiae wdS flaulae _i 








IMMORTAL QUOTES OF CIIICKEIL.26 



THE STROKE OF THE TOURNAMENT: Krish Srikkanth goes down on one knee and creams Andy 
Roberts for a four during the World Cup final at Lord’s 

*Wc wunnit, matcf 

By Prof. Shankar Abhyankar 


T wenty-fifth June, i983. aii 
roads were not only leading, but 
running and rushing with madness 
to Lord's. Saturday was rather wet 
and damp. Lord's seemed a little 
reluctant to open the gates. Even 
MCC members had to queue, but 
the weather was fine and the crowd 
bubbling and expectant when Lloyd 
won the toss and sent India in. 

That was the perfect setting for 
Prudential Cup final of 1983. India's 
magnificent entry into the final 
stirred the whole world and Indians 
flew into Britain from all directions. 
Four frtSm Belgium; had already paid 
£70 each for tickets on the black 
market. On the morning of the 
match, the same £10'tickets were 

■- is 


going for £20. 

Dilip Sardesaii the former Indian 
Test player, had] heard of the great 
semi-final in which India defeated 
England with a handsome margin 
of six wickets and had announced 
to his wife that he'll go to London. 

"The Prudential World Cup was a 
triumph not just for India but for 
game, the glorious unpredictable 
game of cricket which, in the space 
of 16 days produced Zimbabwe's 
victory over Australia, Sri Lanka's 
over New Zealand, and India's over 
first the West Indies in the first 
round, next over England In the 
semi-final and then, 'incredibly' the 
humbling of West Indies afgain in a' 


final of classic palm-sweating ten¬ 
sion." 

There was no disputing that on 
paper the West Indies had the 
better side and the bookmakers 
had made them such firm favour¬ 
ites, that to even consider an Indian 
victory seemed a waste of time. 
Nothing that happen'ed in the early 
part of the^atch looked likely to 
prove the bookmakers wrong. 


Roberts and Garner were so. 
hostile that survival became the 
only possibility for the Indian bats¬ 
men, Having scored only tvyo runt, 
Gavaskar played 9 stroke 0 ^Jm;,; 
indeclairm jndiWa* dew 





decided to play the ^me that if it 
could be sustained for more than 
two hours, would make him the 
most exciting player the game has 
ever known He cut Garner over the 
slips for four, drove Roberts to 
midwicket for another four and 
then contemptuously hooked the 
same bowler for a glorious six 

One square drive > down on one 
knee - was really breath taking In 
fact, that was the genius stroke, of 
the entire tournament Srikkanth s 
38 runs came off 57 balls, before 
Marshall intervened as dramatically 
as ever, catching the batsman leg 
before as he tried to hit across the 
line Between then and lunch India, 
in the eyes of most observers, lost 
the match 

With lunch approaching. Holding 
produced a beauty that penetrated 
the impregnable defence of Mohi-. 
nder Amarnath That in-swinger 
was such a beauty that it could 
possibly have bowled any good 
batsman When preservation and 
caution was needed, Yashpal 
Sharma committed the sin of 


throwing away his wicket in trying 
to lift Gomes over cover. 

After lunch, Kapif Oev played two 
fine shots off Gomes, and then 
went for a six. forgetting the fact 
that Lord's had a longer ooundary 
than Tunbridge WeUs and was 
caught at long-on That was the 
signal for the downward slide and 
five wickets were gone in 7 overs 
for 40 runs Only Sandeep Patii 
showed some quality, but alas, for a 
flash 

The tail fought on with honour, 
especially Kirmani and the tall 
Sandhu, who got a bouncer on his 
helmet from Marshall for his impu¬ 
dence By 3 15 pm India were all 
out for 183 and many supporters 
were already starting to drift away 
rather than face the inevitable 
humiliation It now seemed a ques¬ 
tion of how soon and by how many 

But there was an early shock for 
West Indies when Sandhu, dis¬ 
missed Greenidge with a superb in- 
cutter for a single Greenidge lifted 


his bat and offered no stroke at a 
ball which pitched outside the off' 
stump; cut in sharply and compre¬ 
hensively bowled the bewildered 
batsman 

Then Viv Richards burst on the 
scene with such fury and power 
that his brilliance made everyone 
present at Lord's feel that the final 
.was going to be a one-sided affair 
The world's greatest batsman was 
dominating the proceedings Richa¬ 
rds hit fours, each unstoppable, 
including two in Madan Lai's first 
over 

Then came that fatal hook when 
Richards mistimed his stroke when 
attempting to lift Madan Lai over 
mid-wicket and Kapil, running back, 
took a well-judged catch 

Nine runs later, Madan Lai made 
Gomes edge him to Gavaskar, the 
first of the two vital slip^ catches 
which enabled the tittle master to at 
least a share of the glory and in the 
19th over, Lloyd, needing a runner 
to protect a pulled muscle, gave 
mid-off a comfortable catch 
Haynes had already succumbed to 
fighter Madan and West Indies 
were 76 for 5 after 25 overs, and 
the ground was buzzing like a dis¬ 
turbed hive 

Small boys who had been chas¬ 
ing excitedly up and down the 
boundary ropes, cheering every ball 
and madly waving India's tncolour 
From another part of the multitude, 
came an old familiar sound, the 
rhythmical chink-chink-chmk of 
West Indians with beer cans 

Dujon and Marshall managed to 
inch the score from 76 to 119 dur¬ 
ing 16 intense overs before Dujon 
fell to a loose one from Amarnath 
Another innocent-looking seamei 
from Amarnath moved a fraction 
and there was Gavaskar hanging on 
to Marshall edge at slip Kapil 
returned for a final onslaught and 
had Roberts ibw Garner and Hold¬ 
ing lasted 25 agonizing minutes 
before Amarnath beat Holding and 
umpire Bird's uplifted finger pushed 
the crown finally from the West 
Indian head 

The crowd swarmed on to the 
field and Indians, from all round the 
globe, celebrated their famous vic¬ 
tory with fervent joy The West 
Indians were on the verge of tears 
and Marshall sobbed like a child It 
was a day to savour, a mohument 
to the greatest of games 

Throughout the night the cele¬ 
brations were cavorting higher and 
higher Two sikhs caught a rather 
embarrased Tony Lewis, the former 
England captain, and pouring 
champagne on his head and fixing a 
tremendous kiss on his cheek pro¬ 
claimed, "We wunnit, mate'" 
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j EXCLUSIVE: BOOK SERIAL 

In pursuit 
of the Poms 

By Dennis Lillee 



F or reasons historical or sen¬ 
timental Australians have al¬ 
ways attached a very special signi¬ 
ficance to their cricketing relation¬ 
ship with England This goes for 
both players and non-players, but 
especially the players 

Whether this will remain so for 
eternity I cannot say but every 
small boy of my era and of my 
father s era (and I have no doubt of 
the era of his father before him) had 
one overpowering ultimate ambi¬ 
tion in his cricket thoughts if he 
had any ambition at all And that 
was to play against England, or 
Australia (if English) 



Tony Gretg... a swashbuckler 


Any number of Australian crick 
eters will confirm this It is a fact of 
life I have said it before, but it will 
do no harm to say it again as far as 
I am concerned the only Test 
matches Australia treats as the ulti 
mate cricketing contests are those 
against England These are the 
games which fire the love-hate re 
lationship Australia has had with 
England since I guess the convict 
days 

It IS a relationship that spreads it 
self well beyond the bounds of 
cricket, of course - well beyond the 
bounds of all sport It is a constant 
incentive to cricketers It is almost a 
matter of instinct 

This aspect apart there is one 
other very individual feature of 
cricket relations with England Eng 
lish players have always been utter 
ly professional in their approach to 
the game The Poms are not only 
professional in status but in their 
habits and their thinking, too 

It gives them an initial advantage 
over those players from other coun 
tries whose enthusiasm and skill 
alone have taken them to Test level 
While these qualities are important 
enough they may not be enough in 
the tight tense situations that a 
closely-contested Test match may 
throw up 

It IS precisely in moments of cri¬ 
sis that professionalism really 
counts - and English players have 
drawn on this commodity with tell¬ 
ing effect for so many years that I 
suggest the word professional' is 
not a dirty word and never has 
been Being .a thinking player is 
hardly something to be ashamed of, 
no matter what your level of crick¬ 
et 

I have met very few first-class 
English players - and I am not by 
any means talking solely of Test 
players - who do not have this dis¬ 
tinctly professional approach It 
gives them the power, which is en¬ 
hanced by constant application, to 
dissect opposition players in a deli¬ 
berate and methodicjil rnaiwer. It 


will not always bring victory but it 
will being fewer defeats 

The Englishman s method of 
playing the game is based on the 
principle that defeat must be avoid 
ed In those circumstances a draw 
can be as satisfying as a win 

First of all says the English 
player lets look for a draw If we 
then see a/i opening we will try to 
exploit It If by doing that we get on 
top then we will try to force a win 
But the paramount philosophy - 
not just for the captain but for all 11 
players - seems to be to save the 
game at all costs In other words 
don t lose it 










If That philosophy wera earned to 
Its logical conclusion, no side 
would ever lose a Test senesl Crick¬ 
et does not always follow logic, of 
course, for too many factors are in¬ 
volved at the highest level But their 
basic objective of every game of 
cricket is to prevent your oppon¬ 
ents beating you 

England were lucky - during my 
playing days - to be led by some 
really outstanding men, though 
equally there have been, in my opi¬ 
nion some distinctly ordinary cap¬ 
tains 

For pure strategy, one of the best 
captains I have seen in any part of 
the world was the first English Test 
skipper I played against - Ray Illing¬ 
worth I rated him ver/highly at the 
time and I have never had cause to 
^ change my opinion 

He was, of course, a professional 
to the core nurtured in the de¬ 
manding school of Yorkshire crick 
ct Although he had left Yoikshire 
by the time he captained England in 
Australia he still thought and 
played like a Yorkshireman 

Illingworth was a very tough nut 
who would not hear of defeat And 
he could really read a game In the 
field ho never allowed an opponent 
a moment s relaxation - which is as 
It should be Too many captains al 
low a gamp simply to drift along on 
occasions and therefore forfeit the 
initiative Illingworth was faster 
than any other captain of my time 
to seire the initiative and retain it 
He was a highly effective general 
among his players I can assure you 
he was a feared opponent 

I must say I was sorry when, on 
his eventual return to York-shire 
his career was caught up in the 
domestic struggles of the Boycott 
Affair a tale which made particu¬ 
larly unhappy reading to anyone 
who knew the participants 

As captain of England Illing¬ 
worth was a very hard hat to follow 
- and Mike Denness, a Scotsman 
whod come down to Kent - cer¬ 
tainly found It so As a leader, he 
was streets behind Illingworth I 
didn t rate him very highly at all He 
lacked the flair to be a captain at 
Test level and his shortcomings 
were exposed and underlitted when 
he ran into an Australian side in su¬ 
perb geaf under Ian Chsppel 

That 1974-75 tour of Australia 
which so badly found Denness out 
as a leader and a batsman will al¬ 
ways be one of my fondest memor¬ 
ies (and we get back here to the old 
Australia versus England feeling) It 
was always something ePbCial to 
best the Poms, btjt to do it as 
cOrnprehensively as vye did that 
'* was 



TOP Ian Botham irrepressmlt 
in everything he does BELOW 
Bob Willis. epitome of an 
English pro 



The Australian side of the time 
would have tested any captain of 
any team in the world TH go further 
than that - we'd have beaten any 
teant in the world at that penod of 
time 

It surpnsed no-one when Den- 
ness’s short reign as captain came 
to an end Standing ready, all 6ft 
7ins of him, was Tony Greig He 
was a pretty experienced cricketer 
by the time he was appointed skip¬ 
per, to a background of rumblings 
about his South African birth and 
upbringing 

Greg was a swashbuckler, a 
tough man who expected simitar 
toughness of his players As a 
competitor he was very fierce, 
much as tan Botham was to be later 
on But Greig certainly led by exam¬ 
ple and his players gave him every¬ 
thing 

For alt his considerable value to 
England as a genuine all-rounder 
throughout a career of 58 Tests, I 
always thought he was a better 
player before he became captain 

As leader, he became a little more 
defensive in both his bowling and 
his batting Definite losses, I th¬ 
ought, but no doubt a result of the 
pressures of captaincy and what is 
expected of you as such Neverthe¬ 
less, Tony Greig was well worth his 
place in any England side, as cap¬ 
tain or otherwise 

The same could not be said of 
Mike Brearley Here was a cncketer 
who will always be remembered 
much more for his captaincy than 
for hts playing ability Like Denness, 

I felt Brearley was not really worth a 
place in )ihe England side as a bats¬ 
man, though he did play some va¬ 
luable innings As a captain, how¬ 
ever, he was very good'Of course 
he was good but I still believe he 
was over-rated 

Brearley, though, had a marvel¬ 
lous ability to communicate with 
his players, a huge asset in suc¬ 
cessful captaincy This, added to 
his undoubted capacity to think, en¬ 
abled him to get the very best out of 
his team It saw him out of some 
pretty tight situations, too, in much 
the same way that Bay Illingworth 
was able to extricate himself from 
trouble That's always the hallmark 
of atop captain 

It was Brearley, of course, who 
returned to take over the England 
helm from Ian Botham midstream 
in Australia's 1961 tour of England 
After Trent Bridge and Lord s. Both 
am had had enough of the cap¬ 
taincy and the captaincy - and the 
selectors - had had enough of him 

On the evidence of just those two 
Tests - the only times I saw Both¬ 
am lead at Test level -1 don't think 
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David Gower . a rare talent and the hope for the English side 


It fair or proper that I should form a 
judgement of him as a captain and I 
don t propose to do so 

It has always been infinitely de 
datable whether an all-rounder 
should be given the additional bur 
den of captaincy or merely left to 
concentrate on making runs and 
taking wickets Some players take 
the extra responsibility in their 
stride and thrive on it, others don t 
There are no rules 

As a cricketer pure and simple - if 
those are the appropriate words to 
apply to Ian Botham - there is a 
great deal of the irrepressible in al 
most everything Botham does His 
tremendous record, not least the 
huge harvest of wickets he has ta 
ken for England, vouches for his 
talent 

In his attitude to the game he is 
much more Australian than English 
He IS the sort of bloke who will walk 
on to a field and try and bowl an en¬ 
tire side out He tries to get a wicket 
every ball That s contrary to the ty 
pical English attitude By bowling 
the way he does, especially against 
good batsmen, Botham can expose 
himself to a lof of punishment But 
as he has shown - often when it 
most matters - he also gets a lot of 
wickets 

It s much the same with his bat¬ 


ting Rarely do you see Bothan de 
fend whatever his position in the 
order He goes out theie to get on 
top of the attack and take it apart 

I have often been asked how I 
rate Ian Botham as an all rounder 
His record, certainly, is enviable, th 
ough distinctly less impressive on 
Australian soil On paper he must 
be up among the best all-rounders 
of all time although it s impossible 
to put him in the same category as 
Sir Garfield Sobers Taking everyth 
ing into account. Sir Garfield beats 
Botham handsomely,, although the 
record book may disagree 

One of Botham s closest friends 
and another formidable wicket- 
taker for England has been Bob 
Willis His career, like mine, was 
prematurely terminated several 
times by the critics, who must have 
been very embarrassed when he 
came back to take mote wickets 

Willis has been on the scene for a 
long time - remember he first 
toured Australia in 1970-71 - so 
he s got real staying power and de¬ 
termination as well as ability 

To me, Willis is the epitome of an 
English professional A very solid, 
experienced and consistent per 
former, he attacks or defends ex¬ 
actly as the Situation requires if the 


Gower plays with 
incredible flair, he has 
a spirit of adventure, 
yet he is rarely rash. 

He is neither dour nor a 
daredevil, but he is a pro 
with panache. He stands 
out as a man to lead 
England out of nowhere 
» 

batsmen are on top he is prepared 
to play the defensive role - to wait 
and then strike When a wicket 
falls, he goes in with all his power 
to follow up the advantage It is the 
age-old English school of profes¬ 
sionalism, the in built knowledge of 
how best to exploit an opponent 

What of Willis the captain? He 
does not exactly shine forth, but 
then he has not exactly had the 
best of sides under his command 
In those circumstances he has cer¬ 
tainly done a good job He will be 
seen I think, as a captain who did 
all he possibly could with the ma¬ 
terial at his disposal He earned and 
maintained the respect of his side 
from his obvious ability, but I think 
that ability faded a little as his car¬ 
eer neared its end Fast bowlers 
know all about the ageing process 

England have known a lot of hu¬ 
mility in the past few years One 
wonders to what depths they might 
have descended without the bat¬ 
ting of David Gower 

A great player, Gower, and when 
he captained England twice in Pa¬ 
kistan, after Willis became ill and 
had to go home, he reacted well to 
the responsibility and was able to 
maintain his form with the bat ^ 

When the tour was over, the 
chairman of the England selectorfe, 
Peter May, said there was "still 
some way to go" before Gower 
could be given the England cap¬ 
taincy on a regular basts 

|f May was typifying England’s 
way of thinking, I may have to eat 
many of the words I ve said about 
the Poms' professionalism Then 
again, 1 may be confusing profes¬ 
sionalism with ultra-conservdtism 

Gower is a rare talent. He pliys 
with incredible flair, he has a spirit 
of adventure: yet ho «s rarely rash 
He IS neither dour nor a daredevil, 
but he IS a professional wrtb pan¬ 
ache He stands out as the nnan to 
lead England but of nowhere He is 
the hope of their side 
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Shiny Abraham... with 
two golds and a silver 
has emerged as one of 
the finest athletes in 
the country and a 
distinct prospect for 
the coming Asian 
•Games 



















Railways on a 
winning track 



Ailille Surnariwalla (600) winning the lOOm for nifn from Rami Reddy (349) and G. Srlnivasan (130) who took the 
third spot 


R ailways were on the right 
track. For the first time they 
won the men's team title in the 
annual XXIV All-India Open Ama¬ 
teur Athletic Championships. They 
scored a 117-99 win over the 
mighty services to whom they had 
lost 126-104, last year at Bombay. 

The meet was held at the Chand- 
rashekarao'Nair flood-lit Stadium, 
and Kerela was playing host for the 
first time, though they have organ¬ 
ised the Inter-State Championship 
on numerous occasions. 

Still, the fact should be faced that 
this is not really a good place to 
hold {he, tiationals a^ the track has 
only six lanes and also, it is not the 
right time as oul^'ssai^on begins in 
t* Qctober-November and athletes 
-,cani^Qt,he expected,to be in good 
9 lengiit qf time. 


the )ob done by the hosts. The 
organisers, Kerala State Police, did 
an absolutely terrific job. And it was 
indeed natural that athletes re¬ 
sponded with equal fervour. 

The first track event itself - the 
100m women's heats - produced a 
national record (11.6s), and that 
too by none other than the favour¬ 
ite "daughter of the soil", Olympian 
P.T. Usha. Barely two hours later, 
not to be outdone by her more illus¬ 
trious colleague, M.D. Valsamma 
another star from the host State,' 
came up with the best-ever perfor¬ 
mance by an Indian in her now- 
favourite event the 100m hurdtes- 
13.9s. 

Two national records on the 
opening day itself. It was a great 
start. "I expected to run much 
better, closer to 13.7, but as the 
etesnt was held «o late ip the 


evening I could not do my best" 
said a limping Valsamma, after she 
had knocked the last hurdle with 
her knee. "IH definitely run faster in 
the finals." 

But it was not to be. As the 
events progressed, the track loose¬ 
ned and Valsamma had to be con¬ 
tent with 14.4s in the finals. 
Yasmeen Saifudeen, India's no.2 in 
the event came a cropper as she hit 
thd fourth hurdle and was forced to 
stop. 

The women's section did not 
produce any thrills or surprises. 
Except for the long jump in which 
the upcoming Ashwini Nachappa 
lost to O.M. Rosilly by a mere centi¬ 
metre, ail other events were one 
sided. 

The meet further emphasised the 
versatility and supremacy of P.T. 
Usha. Of. the four meet records, set 












I 



OPEN ATHLETICS. 
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LEFT: P.T. Usha winning the 400m ahetid of Shiny Abraham (left) and Vandana Rao (right). RIGHT: M.D. 
Valsamma on the way to win the 100m hurdles. Copilng in second is Sandra Govindan of Mauritius 


on track she had a hand in all - two 
relays, 400m hurdles and 100m 
run. The only other record came in 
the women's high jump when Eliza¬ 
beth Mathai, a medical student, 
cleared 1.62m to defend her title 
won at Bombay last year. 

It is surprising that Usha has still 
not improved her hurdle clearance, 
nof has she worked on the run in 
between the hurdles. If she does 
this then only can she surpass her 
fantastic performance of last year. 
True, she improved on her meet 
record of BS^Ss set last year by 
clocking 56.8s, but it was no where 
near her national record of 55.42s. 

Others to have done well in the 
women's section included Suman 
Rawat who retained her 3000m 
and 1500m titles won in Bombay. 
"My aim for 3000m was 9.40. But 
last month's illness which forced 
me to leave the national camp did 
not help. I have hardly trained since. 
So I just ran to win," said Suman. "It 
was only after winning the 3000 in 
a slow 10:2.4s that I felt confident 
•pf defending my 1500 title. Thank 
God I made it," added a relieved 
Suman-. 

Shiny Abraham won an unex¬ 
pected gold in the 200m. In the 
absence of Usha she clocked 24.4s 
while Ashwini (25.0) and Sany 
Joseph(25.1) finished second and 
third respectively. 

Bhaktawar Khambatta won the 
shot put but not before she was 
given a fight by the visiting 
M.Samba from Mauritius. 

'Though no records were estab¬ 
lished in the men's section, there 
were many thrills and dramatic 
finishes. The most surprising being 
the gruelling 50 km walk which - 
believe it or not - produced a photo 
finish as both Mainpal Singh and 


Bir Singh returned identical timing 
of5.T:59s. 

The high point of this dramatic 
finish started a km before the finish. 
K.G. Gowda was leading till then. 
Unfortunately his shoes gave way 
and since it was too hot to walk 
with bare feet he opted to change 
his footwear. It was then that his 
services colleagues Mainpal and Bir 
overtook him. 

Gowda who had led from the 
25km mark hand to settle for the 
third place while Mainpal was 
awarded the top spot, thus com¬ 
pleting a hat-trick of wins in this 
event. He had won in earlier '83 and 
'84. 

Other close finishes came in the 
100m and 110m hurdles. In both 
events the first three runners re¬ 
turned identical times. The verdict 
in the 100m went in favour of 
defending champion Adille Sumari- 
walla. Rami Reddy (RIy) and 
Q.Srinivas (Del) were adjudged 
Second and third. 


In the hurdles Vijay Kumar (Ser) 
was declared first, S.A. Naidu (RIy) 
second and Benny John (Ser) third. 

Bagicha Singh (Steet Plant), 
supremely Tit and eonfident after 
his recent 3:45.48s (fourth fastest 
Indian over) run at Port of Spain, ran 
a good tactical race in the 5;000m. 
The strong contenders for this 
event were defending champion 
Suresh Yadav, who having failed to 
qualify from the Services was 
running in AAFI colours, Hakam 
Singh, the Madras Inter State 
winner and P. Solamuthu, iat.r 
year's 5,000m silver medallist. 

Strangely, Bagicha had a neck to 
nock fight with Solamuthu - who 
kept up a good pace and led uptil 
the homestretch. It was here that 
Bagicha forged ahead. "I knew I 
could out-kick him at the end", said 
Bagicha, who was content with 
letting the others set the pace. 
Bagicha finished in 3:49.1 s to SqIoI* 
muthu's 3:49.5s. 


The surprise in the 800m event 










Rajinder Sharma winning the 
HOOm 


was not Rajinder Sharma’s (RIy) 
victory, but defending champion 
Bagicha's failure to set a fast pace 
or move sooner to take command. 
"After 500m, I knew I could win 
this race," said 22-year-old Raji¬ 


nder later. Till then he was trailing 
last. Moving into the outer lane he 
picked up momentum to move 
from sixth to third between 500 
and 700m. "On the home stretch 
being in a good position to use my 
superior speed, I just shot past 
Bagicha and Charles hoping I would 
be able to reach the tape before 
they caught up." Indeed, he just 
managed to do so finishing in 
1:52.03 as Bagicha and Charles 
fought it out for the minor placings. 

C.S. Bajwa was favourite to win a 
double - the 200m and the 400m. 
But in the shorter race he had to be 
content with a bronze, finishing 
behind Anand Shetty (21.6s) and G. 
Srinivas (21.7s). "I dont know what 
happened. My limbs felt so stiff, I 
just could not move," lamented 
Bajwa. 

The 400m, however, was a 
different story. Running in lane 
three, he shot out of the blocks so 
powerfully that he was alongside 
former international Paviter Singh 
who was in lane four, even before 
the first quarter of the race was 
covered. "I wanted the race under 
my control before the 200m matk," 
- and true to his word he did it, 
romping home to a comfortable 
win in 48.2s. 'The slow time is due 
to the loose track. During the heats, 
striding easily I had clocked almost 
the same", said B^wa. Defending 
champion Rajinder Sharma finished 
second in 48.7s. 

There was.speculation that the 
5000m would be a ding-dong 
battle between defending cham¬ 
pion Raj Kumar (RIy), and national 
record holder and Services cham¬ 
pion P. Solamuthu. But Raj Kumar 
had other plans! Right from the gun 


he set a killing pace. •Solamuthu 
tried to keep up with him bqt wisely 
gave u'p the attempt soon. "I ran to 
. a plan, a fixed target, and I achieved 
it," said Raj Kumar after breasting 
the tape. 

The race was ’probably the most 
one sided, as every lap saw the lead 
widen by more than five metres. 
Solamuthu realising the futility of 
chasing Raj Kumar set his own 
pace to finish second, more than 
100m behind Raj Kumar,"l was 
quite satisfied with this run. My aim' 
IS to peak during the Asian Track 
and Field Meet in September where 
I hope to run under "lAmin. and pro¬ 
bably improve my national record 
of 13:46.40," said Raj confidently. 

. Similarly, the 10,000m too end¬ 
ed in an anti-climax after hopes 
were raised of it turning into a 
nailbiting affair. The see-saw battle 
between S. Pichiah (Ser) and Vinod 
Kumar (RIy) went on till the last 
three laps when Pichiah abruptly 
collapsed on the track, leaving 
Vinod to canter in for an easy win in 
29:56.4s. 

The silver went to Vijay Kumar 
who finished more than 350m 
behind. "I think it was the flood 
lights. I started feeling giddy and 
had no option but to stop," whis¬ 
pered the semi-conscious Pichiah. 

With a day to recover and some 
pep talk from his coaches, he was 
back to face the starters gun in the 
3,000m steeplechase. The never- 
say-die' attitude of our Serviceman 
was evident in his act. Bidding his 
time lying behind the pack of the 
early leaders, he slowly moved 
ahead at the half way stage. Then 
on there was no faltering. His win¬ 
ning time of 8:53.8 put l^im in the 








seventh place in our all-time rank¬ 
ing list “Luckily the race was over 
before the flood-lights came on, 
said the champ with a wink 

The marathon had six runners 
who had donned Indian colours this 
season at the starting line But it 
produced an unexpected winner in 
the diminutive (5ft, 45kg) Murli 
Dhar, a sub-inspecter in the BSF 
Having so many stars nobody 
wanted to sat a fast pace Around 
20km, feeling the pace too slow I 
shot out, said Murli To my sur- 
pise nobody followed me By 25km 
I was confident of being among the 
medals But when I was alone even 


at 30km, I knew that if I could main¬ 
tain this pace I would win ' Of the 
others expected to do well only 
Sumer Sing and Savio D'Souza 
finished second and third respec¬ 
tively We were too tired There 
was no strength left in us We have 
run nearly a dozen marathons this 
season said Prahlad Singh who 
could not finish the race 

Balwinder Singh (SPSCB) 
avenged his shock defeat at the 
hands of the veteran Bahadur Singh 
at the Madras Inter-State by toss¬ 
ing the iron ball 17 85m I could 
have put it over 18m,' said Bal¬ 
winder but the circle was a bit 


slippery Not only that, to be 
honest, I am not fully fit My left 
knee still gives me trouble, but I 
hope to be at my best for the Aiian 
T & F," he said 

As was expected, the Railways 
swept all before them to clinch the 
team championship in the women's 
section In tact they have never lost 
It right from the time, it was insti¬ 
tuted 

Flight Lt P P Mathews, manager 
of the dethroned champs Services, 
acknowledged that the Railways 
were better, but next year it will oe 
a different story he promised 

SUHAS NAIR 


ATHLETICS SIDELIGHTS.,. 


Rules implemented 

I T was indeed good to see the 
quick implementation of the 
changed rules which were adopted 
by the XXjV lAAF Congress at Los 
Angeles just prior to the start of the 
Olympic Games 

The rules came into effect from 
April 1 1985 

Though initially after two events 
of the heptathlon and decathlon 
were over the scores were calculat 
ed by the old scoring tables it was 
soon rectified and the new table 
used 

Similarly the new rule which 
says Lanes will no longer be 
drawn randomly through the 
800m except for heats After the 
heats the four fastest advancing 
times in each race of the next round 
will draw for lanes 3-6 and remain 
mg times will draw for lanes 1 2 
and 7 outward was also imple 
mented but with slight modifica 
tion as here there were only six 
lanes 

UshaVmilestone 

HE 11 6s run over 100m by P T 
Usha is the fastest by an Indian 


It equalled the legendary Chi 
Cheng s Asian Games record set in 
1970 

PT Usha has achieved many a 
milestone since she first appeared 
on the running scene seven years 
ago The electrifying run in the 
heats of the 100m which produced 
the national record was her 100th 
run - another milestone, and maybe 
there are still a lot more to come 

Confused jumper 

NNAVI cleared 212m more 
than he did a year ago Here he 


did just 2 00m How come? 

Well, Annavi is a very confused 
jumper During the high jump V K 
Verma, the AAFI secretary who is 
also the RSCB secretary, ‘ordered 
Annavi who represents the Rail¬ 
ways to do the fosbury flop Annavi 
said that he would like to do his 
usual straddle But Verma was 
adamant saying. In Pans you had 
done 2 05m in flop style So do flop 
upto 2 05m and they you can 
switch to straddle " Annavi pleaded 
and finally Verma relented 



V K Verma in conversation with Annavi 





Usha moves past Valsamma in th^ 400m hurdles 


T he personal touch of the Kerala 
State Director General Of Police, 
MK Joseph, was evident even 
before the meet commenced He 
could be seen checking and re- 
checking every arrangement to its 
last detail 

Even a robbery in his house two 
days prior to the meet, in which he 
was relieved of goods worth 
around Rs.20,000 did not dampen 
his enthusiasm 


'This IS jus^ the beginning, we 
hope to host many more national 
and if possible intemetionsl 
meets,’’ said the ever-smiiing and 


OOP Joaepliu 
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The plot thickens 


I F EVER the likes of Forsiith or 
Fiiggins care to immerse their 
if/pewriterstained fingers into 
TIH's Indian Connection', the end 
product would surelp read like one 
of their whodunits: 

The ingredients are there, along with 
the locale and the players cast in 
this sordid drama are well-versed 
in tijeir roles as vlllians and tin 
can heroes. 

The plot thickens. From the slushy 
humid props of Dhaka, onto the 
beautiful cool settings of Brus 
sels in Europe and down into the 
musty corridors of Delhi, the tale 
has taken so hiany twists and 
about turns that to .straighten it 
would require super human ef 
forts. 

When Ashtuini Kumar made the 
statement a week ago about In¬ 
dia getting the boot from the In¬ 
ternational Hockey Federation, he 
probably meant it as an elder 
wagging his finger at an errant 
youngster who failed to have his 
bath before hopping into the bed 
and telling him that if he did it 
again, the bogey man will come 
and get him. 

Or else, he was playing his cords for 
• someone else superbly f 
I for one propose to vote for the lat¬ 
ter 

Ashwini Kumar is a Vice-President 
of the International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee and a former president of 
the Indian-Hockey Federation. He 
luas in Brussels when the Indian 
players, the manager and the 
coaches got the axe. 

With the events weighing heavily in 
his heart he came back to the 
country and told the correspon 
dents that the FIH Big Chief is 
likely to suspend India from their 
fold on administrative and discip-. 
linary grounds. 

These insidious comments of . 
course, need to be read bet¬ 
ween the IlneS^ 

/ can on^ surmiae that Ashwini Ku- 
mbr was laying the ground-work 
, \fpr. ^, lndladn Obmpic Assoda- 


that the government and the lOA 
will certainly straighten oaighten^ 
outIHF. 

Few days later came the shocker th¬ 
at Etienne Glichitch the FIH Big 
Chief never even thought of 
sacking India, leave alone telling 
Ashwini Kumar about it. 

In a telex messsage to the Indian 
Hockey Federation interim presi¬ 
dent Raja Bhalendra Singh a 
copy of which is with the secre¬ 
tary. K.L Passi. he says- “I strongly 
state that there Is no truth in this 
and at no time such an action was 
even considered. I'm shocked and 
surprised" 

As for the other matter (suspen¬ 
sions), he has justified it in crisp- 
worded statements about the In¬ 
dian behaviour at Dhaka. 

He said that the hockey world would 
like the IHF to regain its past 
strength and prestige to which 
incidents like those at Dhaka or 
during the Palghat Nationals can¬ 
not do any good. 

"In conclusion, he says: "Tm sure 
that the necessary steps will be 
taken at the national level to 
achieve this and the International 
federation will always support the 
Indian federation In its effort 
to regain its position, which I 
must say, is not , at the moment, 
what it used to be much to. the 
regret of the many friends that 
India count In the hockey world 
community." 

This statement-refuting in plaguing 
the Indian scene for quite some¬ 
time now. 

At the time of writing, the Indian 
Hockey Federation has denied 
having been requested by the In¬ 
dian Olympic Association to hold 
an emergency meeting to dis¬ 
cuss the suspension of the hockey 
players 

"The IHF has not received any com¬ 
munication from the lOA on the 
subject,” said the IHF joint secre¬ 
tary, Kartar Singh. 

The lOA had told pressmen a few 
days ago that thm had requested 
IHF to hold the EM to discuss the 


suspension and also the venue 
and the dates for the annual gen¬ 
eral body meeting and the Sec¬ 
tions. 

Like I said earlier, the plot thickens. 
Enter, mystery writers. 


T he next time you flex 
your muscles and bask in the 
ruddy of your prime health, you 
can thank the joint venture by the 
International Olympic Committee 
and the World Health Organisation ^ 
font. j 

The IOC and the WHO have made 
what could be termed as a most 
significant Joint venture In the 
field of sport and by the year 
2000. this venture will see more 
and more people on the road to 
physical fitness and less and less 
in the smoke, bar and snack 
roorris 

These two organisations have felt 
the need for physical activity and 
they have decided to win this bat¬ 
tle with time which is a race in . 
which there can be only winners. 

PARTING SHORT: 

AGATJIT COTTON TEX 
TILES, Phagwara are a football 
team that on their day can be 
judged as the best in the land. Th¬ 
ey've got the guts the speed and 
the technique to withstand mo¬ 
dern soccer. 

Their showing at Bangalore how¬ 
ever this year has not Justified 
this statement. 

After their two recent victories in 
the Sait Nagjee and the Madura 
Cdats,^ their sojourn Into this 
year’s Federation Cup Soccer tour¬ 
nament was Jinxed. 

Thq 2-0 loss against East Bep/gal 
UKis their third consecutive de¬ 
feat. They had earlier lost to local 
league champs HAL. and Central 
Excise, Cochin. 

I guess they cOuld not stomach the 
pre-semis defeat and they picked 
on a small Incident to fuel their 
rage, (see exclusive pics, next 
page). 
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JCT MILLS, PHAGWARA 

How low can they get? 
























HE JX FEDERATION Cup Foot¬ 
ball tournament suddenly came 
tf|ive'4ast week with a lot of excite¬ 
ment suspense and thrills. But with 
just the second leg of the second 
semiTfinal yet to be played it is al¬ 
most certain that an all-Calcutta 
final will take place on SundaV May 
19. 

Mohun Bagan are already there, 
but they made it by the skin of their 
teeth and the tremendous pluck 
shown by goalkeeper Pratap Gh¬ 
osh, while East Bengal are sitting 
pretty after a 2-0 triumph over 
Punjab State Electricity Board in 
the first leg-semi-final. 

Reigning champions Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting never even made it to 
the semi-finals. They needed a 3-0 
victory over Dempo, Goa in their 
last Group 8 encounter, but all they 
managed was a 1-0 success, the 
goal coming just a minute before 
close. 

But that was a heart-breaking 
moment for Dempo, for they need¬ 
ed a draw to pull through. Sporting 
never clicked as a commnation and 
the only pep in their attack came 
from Sahjib Bhattaeharya. Shabbir 
Ali is certainly down the hill and 
Narendra Thapa and Majid Bhaskar 


Balwinder snatching Rayan ’s flag 
did hardly anything worthwhile. 

Sporting, held by PSEB in their 
first match and then by lowly CIL in 
the next, were a frustrated lot as 
time ticked away in their match 
against Dempo. And in the dying 
stages, they probablV decided on 
one thing:- if we don't make it 
neither does Dempo-and that's ex¬ 
actly what happened as their 1-0 
win knocked Dempo out and put 
PSEB through. 

What a sad tournament this has 
been for the Goa teams. Salgaocar, 


after-holding Bagan goalless in the 
first leg, had them on their knees in 
the second, leading 3-1 in the tie¬ 
breaker aft^r two superb saves by 
Brahmanand off fCrishendu Roy and 
specialist Mihir Bose. 

But then the tide turned and it 
was Bagan's courageous custodian 
Pratap Ghosh who foiled Derek Per¬ 
eira and Norbert Gonsalves and it 
became 3-3. Subrata Bhattachariee 
put Bagan ahead when the 'Sudden 
death' started and Antonio Joao's 
fullblooded shot hit the upright and 
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out went Salgaocar. 

It was, however, a pathetic vic¬ 
tory for Bagan for their reputation is 
in tatters. They were under pres¬ 
sure right through after the fifth 
minute goal by Babu Mani as Sal¬ 
gaocar exploited the chinks in their 
defence. 

But they somehow held on and 
Salgaocar could equalise in the 
very last minute. Poor Pratap Gh¬ 
osh had no chance to stop that one 
for there was a big mix-up in front 
of goal and Derek Pereira made the 
most of it. 

In the very first shot of the tie¬ 
breaker, Pratap diving to his left, 
failed to stop a Lawrence Gomes 
shot but in the process, hit the 
upright with his shoulder. Even as 
he was writhing in pain behind the 
post, Brahn\anand foiled Krishnen- 
du and play was held up for some 
time as attention was being given 
to Ghosh. 

Krishnendu finally decided to 
take over as goalkeeper but as he 
was putting on the jersey, Pratap 
Ghosh decided to continue - and 
turned out to be Bagan's hero. 

East Bengal made the semi-final 
with an all-win record just like Sal- 
aocar and Bagan, but JCT Mills, 
hagwara not only came up with a 
dismal all-loss performance, but left 
in disgrace. 


Playing East Bengal in the last 
group match, some of their players 
led by Deepak, manhandled lines¬ 
man Rayen of Kerala after he had 
signalled East Bengal's second 
goal. 

Even a police officer, who came 
to Rayan's rescue was roughed up. 
Just when everyone was wonder¬ 
ing what action the organisers 
would take against the JCT players, 
the press received a surprising cy- 
clostyled appeal asking them and 
the photographers to provide evi¬ 
dence if any of the incident. 

None of the pressmen can say 
anything about the goal for it hap¬ 
pened at the northern end whereas 
the press box is on the first floor 
of the pavilion at the southern end, 
just behind fhe left back position. ■ 
Moreover the incident of manhan¬ 
dling was watched by one and all ■ 
including the officials as Deepak, 
followed by the goalkeeper and 
some other players went right up to 
Rayan and shoved him about. 

He was then gheraoed and no 
one could see anything. The photo¬ 
graphers went up later. What about 
Rayan’s report and that of referee 
Ranganathan and the match com¬ 
missioner? Surely they are the per 
sons to give the correct verdict. The 
JCT meanwhile has already left 
Bangalore. 


Ea$t Bengal's 2-0 triumph in the 
first .leg semi-final came after s6me 
narrow squeaks in the first half and 
tot of pep talk from coaches 
P.K. Banerjee and Shyam Thapa 
during the break. 

PSEB had the Bengal defence in 
Jitters for quite a spell in the first 
half but missed two sitters and a 
fine scoring chance. First Kultar 
from near the penalty spot failed to 
Mat Bhasker Ganguly, then tries by 
Dhanwant and Madanlal were inad¬ 
vertently saved by Ganguly and just 
before this, Kulwant shot wide 
when well placed. 

East Bengal in the second half, 
however were a different tot afto- 
gether. The punch that was lacking 
in their attack. came back, their 
dribbling and positional play tore 
the PSEB defence into shreds as th¬ 
ey struck twice to sit pretty. 

East Bengal are relying too much 
on Debasish Roy to get the goals 
for them and this speedy striker has 
never let them down. He got both 
the goals and Jamshed Nassiri who 
seems to be coming into his own 
paved the way for both. 

The second leg should pose no 
problem for East Bengal and on th¬ 
eir second half showing, they have 
a big edge over Bagan in the 
final. 








Spot-The-Bali Contest...3 Results 

Jaipur reader wins the first prize 


The response to the.SPORTSWEEK-RufJa Spot-The- 
Ball Contest..3 was very encouraging. Over 4,300 entries 
were received of which ONLY ONE reader marked a cross 
(x) on the exact spot' 

The second, third and consolation prizes have tJeen 
awarded to those who came closest to spotting the ball 

1. First Prize: (Sports books worth Rs 100/- and one 
year's subscription to SPORTSWEEKI goes to MR SHAR- 
AD BHALLA, P.No 535, Street No. 6, Raja Park, Jaipur 
302004 

2. Second Prize: (Sports books worth Rs.50/- and six 
month's subscription to SPORTSWEEK) goes to MR JO¬ 
SEPH VERGHESE, 98, Denning Road, South Civil Lines, 
Jabalpur. 

•3. Third Prize: (Sports books worth Rs25/- and three 
months subscription to SPORTSWEEK) goes to MR S 
SRINIVASAN, C-164, DDA. Flats, Saket, New Delhi 
110017 


The first three winners.Will 
get a list of books from M/s 
Rupa & Co., from which they 
can make their choice 

The T-Shiits and SPORTS¬ 


WEEK copies will be posted 
within two to three weeks 
Meanwhile, watch out for the 

SPORTSWEEK-Rupa Spot- 
The-Ball Contest No.4 
starting next week. 


Five consolation prizes 
(SPORTSWEEK Runathon T- 
Shirts) go to: 

1. Or. Rajendra J. Bhan- 
darkar, C/o Rahul Clinic, Near 
Ramji Mandir, Navapur, Dhu- 
liaDist., Pin. 425418. 

2. Mr. Narendra A. Oho- 

lakia. 345 A, V P. Road, Near, 
Imperial Cinema, Bombay 
400 004. 

< 3. Mr. Ananth Shenoy 

A.K., H.M. Nayak's Com¬ 
pound, Kamaia Cross Road, 
Mangalore 575008, South 
Kanara, Karnataka 

4. Mr. G.S. Noor Ahmed. 

H.No. 24, ONGC Society, 
Mehsana-384002, Gujarat. 

5. Mr. Claude D'Sa, 10, 
Am^ulkar Sadan, Gokhale 
Road (S), Dadar, Bom¬ 
bay-400028. 
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SOCRATES 


Doctor, 

political^ 

activist 
and one 
of the 
best 

footballers 

in the 
world 




By Debabrata Chowdhury 



HE BRAZILIANS do not have 
I the decency to get rattled 
even when they are a goal down". 
The compliment came from the 
famous BBC TV commentator 
Jimmy Hill when Brazil were trailing 
the USSR by a goal in their opening 
game of the 1982 World Cup tour¬ 
nament in Spain. 

And if one Brazilian showed more 
coolness than others it was their 
captain Socrates. While some of 
his colleagues hurried with their 
passes and shots and thereby lost a 
couple of vital openings, Socrates 
went on playing in his own unhur¬ 
ried manner. 

The cool ^adroitness finally paid 


need to go wild on scoring a goal or 


dividends when Socrates first 
shaped to pass and then utilised a 
tiny gap to hit a right-footed 
thunderbolt that gave even the 
redoubtable Renat Dassanev no 
chance whatsoever. Three minutes 
from time, he set up another goal 
for Eder which clinched the game in 
Brazil's favour. 

As Brazil were in arrears upto the 
74th minute it was quite natural the 
players would go into ecstasy after 
the final whistle. This they did but 
Socrates' way of expressing his de¬ 
light was limited to raising his 
hands only once. 

' But then Socrates, unlike most 


after ensuring a victory. Ho saiys: 
"It's mainly due to my state of 
concentration. But there is an¬ 
other reason: i beiiave that If I 
reveal my emotions to the sup¬ 
porters too much, I cease being 
an artist performing. I myself 
become a suj^porter and this 
would upset my game." 


This quality of his did not how¬ 
ever endear Socrates to the fans 
and officials. Once, for example, 
Vicente Mateus, the Corinthians 
president, asked him to make rmic^ 
more of a show on scoring if ^ 
fans wcpactad if of : 


Brazilian.. p||y^tg.-JlftYaL , fMi li i i 



*1 


whenever he laid on a show after a 
goal, he'd qualify for a bonusi 

Needless to say, Mateus did not 
press him any further 

If ^e above picture o^ Socrates 
dedt^a him as a footballer with a 
difference, it is because he indeed is 
different Besides being a top class 
wing-half, capable of earning a 
place in anybody's World XI, and a 
qualified doctor, he is also a 
staunch political activist out >to 
bnng back democracy in his 
country 

But the mam difference starts 
with hts full name which is, Socra¬ 
tes Brasileiro Sampaio de Sousa 
Ferreira de Oleveira - the longest 
name perhaps among contempor¬ 
ary footballers 

Born in Belem, in the state of 
Parana, on February 19, 1954 
Socrates was only five when his 
family moved from the banks of the 
Amazon to Sao Paulo where his 
love for football would begin 

"When I was eight I remember 
practising ball control in the streets 
with an orange, and I d make foot¬ 
balls with scarves and old clothes 
though It was not until I was 15 
that I got my first pair of boots 
Socrates would reminisce about 
his childhood 

He started with Varzea, a local 
junior team, but was soon picked 
by Botafigo of Rebeirao Prato (not 
to be confused with the more 
famous Botafogo club of Rio de 
Janeiro) His success in school 
however made him realise that he 
could find a career beyond football 
and so hd turned towards medicine 
as well 

His teammates however became 
jealous that the youngster should 
be away at college while they sat 
round for hours in team concentra¬ 
tion, that he just turned up in time 
for the game The jealousy however 
soon turned into admiration as 
Socrates demonstrated that he 
possessed skill and ability beyond 
the normal run 


This was somewhat amazing, 
considering his ungainly structure 
Says Socrates "My legs and arms 
are too long, for a start Tm a sort of 
anti-athlete " 


Despite his physique, his game 
however developed entremety 
quickly but he, like Falcao of Inter- 
nacional, was bypassed by Claudio 
Coutmho for the team for Argen¬ 
tine, in 1978 That very year, he got 
a call from Corinthians Club of Sao 
Paulo and a year later he was play¬ 
ing for Brasil. 

After'the failure of the national 
« M Argentina, Tele Santana 




absence of Zico through an injury, 
he made Socrates the skipper of 
Brazil for the Copa de Oro in Monte¬ 
video 

Socrates was elated He said ' I 
was proud enough just to play for 
Brazil, to be captain as wall was 
very special 

The tournament in Uruguay 
which was in connection with the 
50th anniversary of their first 
World Cup win, ended in a failure 
for Brazil as they lost 1-2 to the 
hosts in the final but Socrates' 
value as a player only increased 
after that 

That very year he got a call from 
fJapoli Although his club Corint¬ 
hians were ready to think about the 
offer Socrates turned them down 
flat ' If they offered me 5 million 
pounds I wouldn't leave Brazil", he 
said I'm happy here, so why 
should I take risks with my life 
Money is not everything - there's 
also the life style and the football If 
there was a chance of combining 
football m Europe with medical 
studies, then I might think again 
But if I m wanted just tp kick a foot¬ 
ball around, 1 d rather do that at 
home 


ifc# ' 




So Socrates stayed home and as 
the skipper of the national team he 
went to Spam Before leaving, he 
said I'm going to win the World 
Cup for Brazil - that s certain' After 
that III retire and devote myself 
entirely to the practice of medi¬ 
cine 

In the end though, Brazil, despite 
lifting their game to a very high 
level in Spam, did not win the Cup 
nor Socrates hang up his boots 

The year following the World Cup 
proved to be a major success in 
Socrates s career He won the 
South American Footballer of the 
Year Award and he also helped the 
Corinthians to win the Paulista 
chanpionship 

But despite the success, he 
brought them, Connthians wanted 
to $eil part of Socrates not because 




they wanted to get rid of any part of 
him, but because they did not know 
how they would pay him under the 
new two-year contract he had 
signed with a basic monthly salary 
of $63,500 

But before they could find the 
part owners for the player who 
would pay to use him for his activi¬ 
ties outside football, like advertis¬ 
ing, Juventus of Italy asked if they 
could have the player Corinthians 
had no objections but ultimately it 
was Florentine who got him 

The deal between Corinthians 
and the Italian club was settled at 
£2 35 million and Socrates would 
collect £15 million over his two- 
year contract That works out at 
well over £14,000 a week. In addi¬ 
tion he will receive a house for the 
length of his stay in Florence, car 
and paid education for his four 
children 

Though he would earn almost 
twice the amount in Italy, Socrates 
denied the land of the lire that it 
was money alone which had 
prompted his sojourn to Italy 
"Although 1 don t want to regret in 
future for refusing a fortune now, I 
still maintain that money is not 
everything The political situation in 
Brazil was the main reason for my 
switchover, qdded Socrates who 
once promised to lead a demon¬ 
stration of 2,00,000 people against 
the then military regime 

Won’t his political views jeopar¬ 
dise his chances to play for the 
national team in future? Tm not 
bothered at all about that. In any^ 
case III play for Brazil only in the 
qualifying matches for the 1986 
World Cup, if I’m asked to, that is 
As for the finals, I won't go to 
Mexico as I will retire before the 
tournament , says Socrates 

A child specialist, Socrates 
hopes to devote himself full time to 
the practice of medicine once he 
leaves the football field He also 
gave a hint that he might embark 
upon a jiolitical career as well 

The Brazilian people would be 
course like him to carry on with his 
football even after his contract with 
Fiorentina expires in the summer of 
1986 Indeed with his easy and 
seemingly effortless style - which 
has brought him more than 300 
goals, 20 of them for the national 
team - he should be able to remain 
on top form for at least three to four 
years 

Perhaps Socrates whose specia¬ 
lity lies in converting penalty kicks, 
(he IS yet to miss one in his entire 
career) - himself knows it but as he 
says, "one just cannot go on play¬ 
ing for ever ' 
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Iraq beat Qatar 2-0 at Calcutta’s Salt Lake stadium on May 5,1983. 


Blood, sweat and 
plenty of tears 


By Debabrata Chowdhury 



Police truing to stop fighting among the players of the two teams. 


I NDIAN REFEREE Melwyn D'Sou- 
za was to supervise the vital sub 
group IB pre-World Cup football 
match between Iraq and Qatar at 
Calcutta Sait Lake stadium on May 
5. His name even was in FIFA's offi¬ 
cial mouthpiece, FIFA news. 

In the end, however D'Souza be¬ 
came the fourth referee to be re¬ 
placed as an urgent telex message 
from FIFA to AIFF said that it would 
be England's George Courtney who 
would supervise the game. 

Both Iraq and Qatar denied they' 
had anything to do with the change 
but one has a sneaky feeling that It 
was*lraq who soiight it. No one cart 
blame them if they actually did so 
ae.|hey repeatedly claimed it Was 

I j \ y'd '■ 


the inefficiency of South Korean 
referee Ra Yooh Das Sikh which 
was more than responsible for thdif 
3-0 drubbing in their away game 
against Qatar. 

In the end, D'Souza perhaps felt 
more than happy that he did not 
have to act as the official because if 
he did, he would perforce have 
been competed to send more than 
an usual report to the FIFA regard¬ 
ing the unusual happening after ^he 
game was over. As any referee 
would testify, it is not a very nice 
thing to do. 

Apart from the report-angle, it 
would also have been extremely 
difficult for the .Indian whistieman 
to bring the 9^*^^ to ^jiadsfgctg^ 


end ant} if the British referee coult 
.elaimvcredit for that, it was because 
he looked vastly superior to the 
ones wb have here. 

But even he could not prevent the 
free-for-all-that followed after the 
game which saw more than twe 
dozen players, officials and police' 
men injured, some of them serious¬ 
ly. >* 

As the game was nearing to it's 
end, an Iraqi brought a huge flag 
irtside the ground as Iraq had the 
match almost sewn up, they Iqad- 
ir^ by two goals to One at that 
stage. This was not liked l^y . the 
QatSY pteyers who cafft9:'8di^||f.'ip 











Iraq’s coach-cum-manager Abdul Qadir Zanyal raises Ms hands 
after Ms team won the match 


whistle, some Qatar players ap¬ 
peared to have hit the .exuberant 
Iraqi supporter and that was the 
beginning. 

One Qatar player then hit the 
Iraqi goal keeper and the Iraqis reta¬ 
liated. Officials, cameramen and the 
other players joined. The police 
were taken by surprise and were in 
a dilemma; they could not make 
lathi charge on the players and offi¬ 
cials nor could they separate the 
warring factions without resorting 
to it, as they soon discovered. 

The Qatar goalkeeper now 
showed his muscle power by 
throwing a policemen in the air and 
then hitting some others with their 
own lathis. Some more policemen 
joined in and tt was with great diffi¬ 
culty that the two groups were 
Seperated. The spectators seeing 
their own policemen being beaten 
by the Qatar players went against 
them en masse and threw missiles 
at them. The fracas continued near 
the dressing room lounges and it 
was full 30 minutes before com¬ 
plete calm 'Was restored. Fearing 
public wrath, the Qatar players and 
officials did not return to their hotel 
but went straight to the airport and 
left in an aircraft specially brought 
in by. the son of their ruler some 
three hours before schedule. 

Iraq Wid Qatar started it all and 
Qatar said it was Iraq and pne will 
have to wait to‘ see as to what 
itetibn FIFA takas in’ the' matter 
after they get the Ml i^rt from 
thereferee aa well as the 
qf the match, who 


happened to be Asoke Ghosh,, the 
At FF secretary, 

Qatar officials, of -course, ex¬ 
pressed regret over what had hap¬ 
pened but considering that the two 
teams have no love lost between 
them, - having earlie.r got involved 
in similar incidents - the police 
should have been more cautions 
and vigilant. But it must be said 
they acted withrgreat restraint. 

As for the game, it never reached 
dizzy heights although one saw 
some really fine moments. But 
some silly fouls, there were some 
incrediable misses. But overall, it 
should be said that Iraq showed 
more commitment and the 2-1 
result in their favour was their just 
reward. 

From the beginning Qatar knew 
they needed (72) only a draw to 
move into the second round and 
this realisation made-them play a 
bit defensively, which was to Iraq's 
liking. They took time to settle 
down and after their citadel miss 
two close shaves, they went ahead 
in the 20th minute. 

Qatar, who reached the final of 
the Junior World Cup in Australia in 
1981 under Brazilian coiach Ever- 
asto de Macedo, used the off-side 
trap with great success at that time 
and now, playing under another 
Brazil'ian, Coach Dino Sani - who 
played for Brazil in the 1966 World 
Cup and then coached Pueblis Club 
of Mexico and Flamengo Club of 
Brazil befbre moving to &tar- and 
also with seven of there men in the 
team Who did duty down under - 


they seemed to earn good divi¬ 
dends with same tactics. 

Ironically however, it was this 
tactic that cost them the first goai 
Iraq got. As Nitik Obidan racetf 
down the right, the Qatar defence 
moved up hoping to catch Ahmed 
offside, but the Iraqi player was too 
clever for that, cutting through at 
the precise moment to meet Obi- 
dan's cross and head it past an 
advancing Yunus Ahmed Lari. 

The referee simply forgot to blow 
for the lemon time even after three 
minutes went by and it was during 
this period Qatar got their equalizer. 

Ali Zaeed took a long powerful 
shot which Read Hamodi Salmon 
inexplicably failed to hold tight and 
Mansoor Bakht swooped on the 
loose bail and with all the coolness, 
flicked jt over the transfixed goal¬ 
keeper. 

Content that the draw should 
suffice, Qatar again took a defen¬ 
sive posture in the second half and 
Iraq always looking the better team 
took full opportuni^ of this opposi¬ 
tion play by getting the winning 
goal through Karim Alave ten 
minutes from time. 

Qatar now piiessed hard but the 
Iraqis, realising they were only a 
couple of minutes from glory, 
refused to buckle under the all-out 
onslaught and one came across 
their stubborn attitude, even after 
the gamel 

With six points from four games 
- two victories over Jordan and one 
over Qatar - Iraq have now gonp 
into the second round where they 
wilt fake on United Arab Emirates. If 
they win their next opponents will 
be the, winners at the Syria • - 
Bahrain match. That will be in the 
third round encounter and a victory 
in that will ensure for them a place 
in Mexico. Judging by their current 
form, it is not beyond them. The 
same thing could have applied to 
Qatar had they won or even drawn 
at Salt Lake, and perhaps because it 
was so near a thing for them, that 
mads them behave like the way 
they did after the game. 

The ball now is in FIFA court 
although the key lies with George 
Courtney whose report will now be 
eagerly awaited not only by Iraq 
and Qatar but perhaps by India as 
well. He saw it all as he stood along 
With his two India linemen Milan 
Outta and Gangadjiaran Natarajan 
surrounded by a heavy contingent 
of policemen. If his report equally 
blames Iraq and Qatar, then both 
rhight be suspended in which case 
it should be Jordan who would 
move through to the second round 
as Lebanon, the other team in the 
group have already withdrawn. 







Chris has no 
time for 
a baby 


CHRIS £VSRT LLOYD has spent so 
much of her lifetime on grass 
day and concrete courts that to 
settle down for a happy family hfe 
IS so boring 

Who IS going to take care of a late 
night home coming hubby 1 “ Who 
IS going to burp the baby when 
she wails in the mght^ Well Chris 
IS not yet ready for the nappy 



Chria and hubby John 

changing days, and she remar 
ked to that effect last week in 
London where she was with her 
Bntish tennis playing husband 
John Lloyd for a five day vaca¬ 
tion 

She also squashed rumors when 
spot-interviewed at Heathrow th¬ 
at she was expecting a baby, Im 
sorry, its not tifue, she remarked, 
and as our correspondent re¬ 


marks from London there was 
not a wee bit of disappointment 
on the face of the thrice 
Wimbledon champion 
Tenms has crept right down into the 
i,ore of her system and it would 
be sometime for her to get it out 
And by the look of things it 
would also be sometime before 
Chris.starts wearing maternity 
dresses and looking blissfully 
motherly as according to her 
John and she does not want 
No 3 to hamper their tennis hfe 
and at the moment they would 
like to enjoy the game some 
more years 

/ doubt if / could give all the atten 
non and devotion to a baby that I 
would want if / continue to play 
said Chris who will be going to 
Germany to participate m an 
Open tournament there 

Honesty might 
not pay 
here! 

T he krueger rands have sunk 
their talons deep into some 
players who were hooked on by 
South Africa to play in their 
country The lure of the lucre could 
not have had a better partner in de- 



Gmham Oooch...ihe call the 
rand* 



vilish deeds than Graham Gooch, 
the English cricketer 
Now Gooch, some might say, is 
honest to the core for speaking 
Kis thoughts, exactly as he 
would like to, but then Gooch al¬ 
so had made his intentions to 
play for his country long ago, 
and he should not have opened 
his mouth so soon 
Gooch's dreams came true when 
he was selected as a Test candi¬ 
date this season, after a three- 
year ban for touring South Africa 
against the vvishes of the auth 
orities 

But last Wednesday in an interview 
with BBC TV s sportsnight pro 
gramme, Gooch remarked I 
would like to play for England 
again I have always wanted to 
play for my country 
But if'I had to make a decision on 
whether or not I should go to 
South Africa-I would still make 
exactly the same decision 

Maybe Gooch has saved his rands 
for the rainy day, that s why he is 
not too keen whether he gets a 
chance to play for England or 
not But if you ask us, we think 
Gooch should be canned, pick 
led and left into the shelve 
marked antique not for use 

Savio the 
saviour 

S AVIO D SOUZA The name 
should ring a bell in the minds of 
athletic lovers in the country As for 
us at SPORTSWEEK he holds a 
special place with us as it was our 
popular SPORTSWEEK Road Races 
that pushed him first into promin¬ 
ence 

Savio D'Souza was the only athlete 
that got a medal, for Maharas¬ 
htra in the recently concluded 
Trivandrum Open athletic meet 
That was the only distinction the 
state earned a bronze one at 
that 

Now one wonders what has hap¬ 
pened to the state that in the 
past had produced some of the 
finest athletes in the country 
Today, out of 13 competitors, 
Savio IS the only persoh to bag a 
bronze, and the irony is that Sa¬ 
vio and the state would have not 
even got that single medal had 
the states' selection rules been 
stnngent 

Coming back to<6avio O'Souza this 
lean, nunistachioed Standard 
Mills employee would not pass 
muster on the sporting field. But 
put him on macadam, and the 
transformation is tremendous, 
His determination while trainihg 
IS sOmatNng to be seen. 

There is plenty In stofe fo^;' Sayw 




BBC beams the hits 


Savio...Maharashtra state’s 
only bronze trump card 

for this youngster who partici¬ 
pated in the Pune International 
Marathon last year and the Sin¬ 
gapore Marathon earlier this 
year. Savio has got miles to go, 
but these miles are the ones that 
are going to lead him to star¬ 
dom. 

Soccer violence 
has come 
to stay 

EHlOUS violence with 
O much punching and kicking 
among the rival players.' 

That's how the British referee com¬ 
mented in brief on the fracas at 
the end of the Iraq-Qatar pre- 
‘ world cup soccer match held at 
the Salt Lake stadium, on May 
five. 

Violence has come to stay in 
soccer. In India, the first major 
incident of this nature occured in 
the Delhi Asiad. between Ku¬ 
wait-North Korea. Noyv it is time 
for Calcutta to witness such a 
scene. 

football is a tremendous sport that 
evokea. passions in the hearts of 
not only the players, but also of 
the spectators. 

Soccer violence has taken such a 
turn that soon you will have po¬ 
licemen takirig the place of the 
referee. The recent incident in 
England during the FA cup 
ma^ch between MiitwaH and Lu¬ 
ton illustrates the 'point, (see 
pic). 

One hopes FIFA does something 
about this trend that has invad- 
^..^thesport. 


HE AMOUNT of money that has 
come into snooker is unbelieva¬ 
ble, and to line the pockets of the 
players with thicker coat of green, 
there has entered the television. 

This welcome intrusion has perked' 
the sponsors to showel in more 
of the moolah into the sport, 
which of course, m turn has 
made the players of the sport 
realise that outside the ring of 
light cast by the shaded lamps, 
there are a thousand pair of 
eyes glued onto the screen to 
watch the green, white and 
black being potted and car- 
romed around with contemp¬ 
tuous ease. 

Our correspondent reports from 
London that a record 18.5 mil¬ 
lion viewers stayed tensely 
tuned to their TV sets to watch 
the dramatic last frame of the 
world Snooker Championship. 
The BBC2 covered of the epic bat¬ 
tle between Steve Davis and 
Dennis Taylor, which Dennis 
won on the last ball of the final 
frame. And Britain's sporting 
fans rubbed sleep off their eyes. 


and they made up the biggest 
post-midnight audience for any 
sporting event in Britain since 
1982. 

In fact, B6C2 were so elated that 
rh)ey had this massive audience 
to watch the event that they 
have scheduled to show this en¬ 
grossing match again on May 
23. 


.r.Uffl,.*.’ ■ 



Dennis Taylor...once more on 
prime time 



Rioting soccer fans at the Kenilworth Road ground recently clash 
with fwice and hurl broken seating as they Invade the soccer 
pitch at the end of the fA Cup match between Luton and Mlllwall 










World Cup shock 



Fate conspired against England and all their attempts to score a goal went awry 


O N A CLOSE, cloudy day in the 
summer of 1950, a modest 
20,000 crowd gathered round a 
crude-looking football pitch in Bra¬ 
zil, expecting to see the most 
one-sided match in World Cup his¬ 
tory- 

The place was Belo Horizonte, 
some 300 miles from Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Here, on a cramped, bumpy, al¬ 
most grassless ground, the cream 
of English professional football 
would tackle an inexperienced 
team of part-time players repre¬ 
senting the United States 
-Cinderella country of international, 
soccer. 

Officially, it was a full internation¬ 
al in Pool B of the Fourth World Cup. 
competition.^But most people were 
inclined to regard it as a soccer 
pantomime or, at the best a useful 


warm-up for the England team be¬ 
fore meeting powerful Spain. 

England, making her first World 
Cup challenge, had arrived in Brazil 
with a post-war record of only four 
defeats in 27 full internationals. 
Four days before meeting the 
United States, the England team 
had conquered Chile 2-0 in the 
giant new Rio Stadium. 

Now they had been given a se¬ 
cond-class ground for a match 
which seemed no more than a for¬ 
mality. The United States were 
500-1 outsiders. 

When the 21-strong England 
party arrived in Belo Horizonte, the 
British colony, who worked at the 
English-owned gold mines at 
nearby Morro Velho, took up their 
concrete cricket pitch to make 
room for a full-sized ground for 
football practice. 


There was tremendous fexcite- 
ment at the rare chance of seeing 
such famous stars from the home 
country as Stanley NIptthews, Billy 
Wright, Stan Mortensen, Roy Bent¬ 
ley, Jackie Milburn, Tom Finney and 
Wilf Mannion. 

In contrast, the United States did 
not boast a single st^r. They were 
led by British-bom Eddie Mcll- 
venny, who had once played in 
the English Football League-seven 
first-team appearances for Third 
Division Wrexham. Strictly, he was 
not eligible tOkplay in the World Cup 
for his adopted country. 

The Americans also had a Bel¬ 
gian-born full-back, Mecca, and a 
centre-forward, Gaetiens, from Hai¬ 
ti. But it would have seemed 
churlish for powers England to 
object 

.After all, Mcllyer^ hyd.tHj^'|^ 










ven a free tranfer by Wrexham be¬ 
fore going to the United States. A 
cast-off from the Football League 
could hardly constitute a threat to 
the top stars of the English League. 

Only one problem faced Arthur 
'Drewry, the sole England selector. 
Should he field an unchanged side 
or take the chance to give his re¬ 
serves an outing? 

Finally, he elected to play the 
same team that ha*l beaten Chile 
2-0, reasoning that it would be 
more profitable to let the same 
combination further develop team¬ 
work. 


The decision meant leaving Stan¬ 
ley Matthews on the touch line. 
England were also without centre- 
half Neil Franklin, the Stoke City 
player who had caused an uproar 
one month earlier by flying off to 
Bogota to join the Santa Fe club. 

But any England soccer combina¬ 
tion appeared strong enough to 
teach the Americans the game. 

"We ain't got a chance against 
your boys", said U.S. coach Bill 
Jeffrey. "But were going to fight 
hard to keep down a cricket score" 

The professionals and the part- 
timers met on June 28, 1950. The 
England team arrived already 
changed to avoid the primitive 
changing rooms at the Belo Hori¬ 
zonte ground, and they ran out 
on to rough pitch surrounded by a 
shale running track only a yard or 
so from the touchlines. 


England looked set to score at 
least a dozen goals. In the first half- 
hour, Tom Finney twice hit an 
upright; once Mannion stood un¬ 
marked in the goal-mouth only to 
shoot wide from a few yards. 


Then Roy Bentley unleashed a 
fierce drive from the edge of pen¬ 
alty area which beat goalkeepr 
Bor^hi completely -and crashed 
against a post. 


Once .that first elusive goal was 
scored,'it seemed that a steady 
flow of more goals must follow. But 
all the fates conspired against Eng¬ 
land that June afternoon. 


In the 38tl) minute a goal was 
scored at last - but, incredibly, by 
(the Americans. 


A long, high centre from left-half 
Bahr found the head of centre-* 
forward Gaetjens and- the ball 
glanced off, past Bert Williams, into 
the England goal. With the score 
still 1*-0 at half->tfme, England de,- 
sperately resi1ufft(id.the pack 
Stan Mortenserti #stho had scored 
against Chile, vuas brought into the 
centre, Bentley was switched to the 
frt-nying end Finney moved to In- 




An before, England's approach 
work was outstanding - and there 
were a host of missed scoring 
chances. When Jimmy Mullen 
headed home from an Alf Ramsey 
free kick, the ball appeared to be 
over the goal line before it was 
cleared. But Italian referee Dattilo 
waved play on. 

It was the nearest England came 
to equalising. As full-time came 
near, their play became more de¬ 
sperate, their shooting wilder. And 
in the closing minutes, the 20,000 
crowd observed the Latin custom 
of waving farewell to the losing 
side. 

All over the ground, handker¬ 
chiefs and newspapers were 
waved to signal the defeat of Eng¬ 
land's soccer masters. 

When full-time came, hundreds 
swarmed on to the pitch to chair off 
their heroes - goalkeeper Borghi, 
full back Macca, centre-half Charlie 
Colombo, and, above all, skipper 
and right-half Mclivenny, who had 
defended superbly. 

England's hopes of reaching the 
World Cup finals now depended on 
beating Spain in their third match 
and again in a play-off. 

This time, selector *Drewry 


brought in Stanley Matthews, Jack¬ 
ie Milburn, Eddie Baity and Bill 
Eckersley - and again England did 
everything but score. They were 
beaten 1-0 and were out of the 
World Cup. 

The United States victory over 
England was hailed as the greatest 
shock result in soccer history. 
After-the-event experts argued, ho¬ 
wever, that England should have 
been warned by the way the 
Americans had previously led 
Spain 1-0 before conceding three 
goals in the last ten minutes. 

Following their defeat by Spain, 
the stunned and shamed England 
players went home without even 
staying to watch the new giants of 
world soccer playing in the finals. 

Nine years later, on the eve of 
winning his 100th international 
cap, Billy Wright looked back on a 
lifetime of soccer and chose the Be¬ 
lo Horizonte defeat as the worst 
moment he could remember. 

"We had all the play but couldn't 
take our chances. When we cam^ 
home people said: 'How did the 
United States beat you? They don’t 
play soccer, do they? 

"It took some living down" 


TENNIS . By Ken Rosewall 

Is sportsmanship returning? 


T hey say "nice guys never win" - 
but Scott Davis aqd Tim 
Mayotte proved them wrong at the 
Laver facility at Delray Beach, Flori¬ 
da. Neither man was seeded, but 
they survived the twelve men who 
were, in reaching the final of the 
$1.8 million tournament. 

Davis is a former World Cham¬ 
pion Junior, who then took time out 
to gain a University D^ree and - 
shortly after - to marry Sue Jaeger, 
the sister of Andrea. 

Tim Mayotte is alsb a gttiduata.n 
shall remember him for many a year 
after seeing him walk to the net to 
shake hands with his conqueror, 
Kevin Curren, after one of the 
outstanding matches of the 1983 
Wimbledon. As he walked he held 
his racket above his head, and ad¬ 
ded his own applause to that of th^ 
public. 

I cannot help believing that 
those two young men started 
a slight upwards wave towards the 
sportsmanship and good behaviour 
that made tennis the outstanding 
oeme in the first 80 years or so of 
mis century. 

The results at.Oelra/'do much to 
show that the "good guy" approach 
if in lib way inferior to the paths 


trodden by Jimmy Connors and 
John McEnroe. I accept that both 
may be victims of their own 
nervous systems, and that they 
cannot, when in combat help the 
outbursts which tarnish their repu¬ 
tations. Maybe they are essential to 
them. 

Frankly, I believe that true sport¬ 
ing behaviouc actually helps good 
performers, for it is the ideal anti¬ 
dote to choking and all the other, 
factors which spoil the chances of 
g»8ching top form. 

Of course, it is important to 
ive everything to winning; to 
o less tBan is to denigrate and in¬ 
sult any opponent. But the rules of 
most games were orginally pro¬ 
duced so that "gentlemen can 
enjoy their games more." Indeed, I 
know that English coach Clarence 
Jones takes this to such a point th¬ 
at he makes his pupils bow to one 
another (like the Judo way of hon¬ 
ouring the gams and the opponent) 
and his record in producing win¬ 
ners of "Grand Slam" champion¬ 
ships events is unequalled ' 

I salute Davis and Mayotte, 
and pray that they will prove 
the flag^earers of the most hon¬ 
ourable way of playing tennis. 
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BRIDGE 


BFI’s latest brainwave 


By Jimmy Mehta 


HE boys were luckier here: 


nil 

Kxxxn 

ml 

AKx 

QJxxx 

N (JooQi) 


W 

E 

Jxx 

Aw 

(RoMii 

(Sukhd 

KQJlOx 

JIOxw 

Rov) 

S Ghoah) 

XXX 

xmxx 

X 

(Rajeahl 

AQIOxx 

Sxxxx 

Ox 

AK 

E 

S 

W 

N 

1H 

IS 

2H 

4H 

P 

4S 

P 

SH 

P 

ds 

P 

P 

Dbl 

All pna 



which in their system would have 
promised first round control of both 
hearts and diamonds 

But Jaggy could have had a hand 
that added up 

KJxxxx 

nil 

Kxx 

KQxx 

OR 

KJ9xx 

nil 

XX 

Kxxxxx 

or some such hand. 

Rajesh then would never have 
heard the end of it. 


4H = Splinter 

5H = Heart void but no club or 
diamond control. 

6S = He has forgotten the sys¬ 
tem. His hand does not add up 

Dbl. s Lightner. 

Rajesh guessed right. Jaggy had 
forgotten the system. His second 
cuebid should have been "50" 


Another boomerang:- 

AJ9 

10 

KJ9xx 

AQJx 

N (Jaggy) 

S (Rajesh) 

X 

QJxx 

Axxxx 



N e s w 

20 P 4HI P 

Pll P P P 

20 = Modified Multi viz. weak 
two in hearts or an opening hand 
with at least five Diamonds and four 
clubs. 

4H = If you have a weak two in 
hearts I have to pre-empt. Who 
knows you might even make it. If 
you have a minor suit hand, please 
correct. 

P = I take it you want to play in 
"4H" 

Let's not assess blame. I'm sure 
they've got it sorted now; but it was 
an expensive experiment, with four 
hearts down a zillion and a diamond 
game cold. 

Have the selectors seen these 
hands? There are more where they 
came from... the horse's mouth 

It could be that the boys were 
over-played and fatigued. It could 
be that their bidding mishaps were 
off set by good defences and 
dummy plays but the boys were 
less than sure-footed in Nagpur. 
They will improve, they are the 
champs of tomorrow but their per¬ 
formance m Nagpur can hardly 
justify the ouster of the playing 
Captain of -a winning team or for 
that matter the ouster of any player 
from a winning team. This year it 
has been Jaggi/Rajesh. Unjustified 
but not outrageous. Next year it will 
be a Mama Ka pair. You can bet bn 
It. We've seen it hapjsen in the 
ladies team. 

If the selection method for the 
Indian open and Women's team re- 
mir^ed one of "L'etat ces't moi" the 
selection of pairs for the Friendship 
Pairs was worse. 

There was a quota only for two 
jiMirs outside the Indian team con¬ 
tingents... and as far as I know there 
was not even a timely circular con¬ 
veying information. There were no 
trials... no selections. 

Some BFI officials decided that 
they would make up two pairs from 
amongst themselves and go to 
Pakistan... The B.F.I. is footing the 
bill. 

The rot has set in. There is worse 
yet to come. , 

Concluded. 






D ifferent countries react di/- 

feferiilii to their teams losing a 
series In cricket. 

To begin, let us take England, where 
the game originated, home of 
cricket, etc. The. first thing that 
happens, If England loses a series, 
is that there is a demand that 
Boi^cott should be recalled. There 
is also a lot of heart-burning and 
hear-s'earching on whether players 
who have been suspended for defy¬ 
ing the MCC and playing in South 
Africa should be forgiven and 
called back to do duty for England 
in the coming season 

Otherwise, the Engisih take their 
defeats philosophically Because, if 
the series has been played in 
England, by the time it concludes, 
the cricket season also ends and 
the football season begins So the 
day after the. defeat, instead of 
post-mortems on cricket, there are 
reports on the prospects of the new 
football season 

If the series is outside England, 
then, because of the peculiar 
phases of weather, by the time 
England's overseas sea^n ends, 
the home season'is about to start, 
so all concentration is on the new 


season. 

In any case, the English are only 
bothered if they lose to Australia. 
Losses to other countries do not 
matter. 

Defeat for Australians In a series Is 
on economic disaster for the Kerry 
Packer television channel. So 
Packer gives them money in secret 
so that the Australians are not 
disheartened and push off to South 
Africa to make a little money 
before hanging up their bats and 
gloves forever. 

The Austra/ians have this rather 
undeserved reputation of being 
fighters when their backs are 
against the wall or when they have 
been lowered down in the dumps. 
Sr} when Australians lose a 'series, 
ihe Australian public automatically 
expects ils team to win the next 
three series 

In New Zealand, u'/n or loss does 
not really matter. Becasue New 
Zealand is actually riot a cricket- 
playing nation Only 14 people in 
the country play cncket. sometimes 
1 6, all the rest play rugby 

I he West Indians lose so rarely that if 


they do once In a whilefcaeuen thf 
greatest teams In the world haue to 
, sometimes), the West' Jndlon 
cricket fans He on the ground and 
bang their heads arid continue 
lying there for a long time. The 
West Indies Cricket Board does 
not make much fuss over a defeat, 
probably because It loves and 
respects Clive Lloyd so much. 

It is also, of course, a/uiavs a fluke 
when the West Indians lose. So 
that has to be considered. And all 
their cricket correspondents such 
as Tony Cozier say that the iVest 
Indies were not defeated by an¬ 
other team, they were responsible 
for their own defeat 

The Pakistans, if they lose a series, 
more so if they lose two serls in a 
row and both to India, do not go 
home. They go straight to England 
and start preparing for the English 
county season. 

In India, it is very simple. If the Indian 
team returns home after, losing a., 
senes, nobody comes to receive It. 
except Sunil Gavaskar's mother 
and father. Ravi Shastri's mother^, 
and father, and Dilip Vengsarkar’s 
wife 


AROUND THE COUNTRY 



Nandan Bal, the National champion receiving the Canca 
trophy from t^ief guest R. Pitamber, India’s golf itar. Bal 
had beaten Eiirlco Pipemo in the finals of the CCl Tennis 
championship early this month in BombapjStandtng In the 
center ^.Mn Afit. wadlaofCando. 


J 


Mohammed Ibrahim Ansari, 
former captain of the Railways 
Ranji Trophy team, announced 
his retirement from first class 
cricket in Bombay recently. 

Ansari played for the Railways 
as wicketkeeper-batsman from 
1971-72 to 1982-83, assisting 
the side, in 52 Ranji Trophy ties. 
He also played one Ouleep 
Trophy match and two fixtures 
against visiting teams. In all, 
Ansari scored 2560 runs with 
five hundreds and 21 fifties. He 
also took 102 victims behind the j 
stumps. 












Who are the favourites? 


J UST AS BANGALORE is the fas¬ 
test growing city in the country, 
the Bangalore Turf Club has out¬ 
stripped all the four other Turf 
Authorities of India in the magni¬ 
tude of its operations and the 
strength in the number of horses 
racing under its rules. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the supervision has not kept 
pace with its growth. 

In its formative years it was 
widely believed and generally ac¬ 
cepted that the supervision was in¬ 
tentionally lenient with a view to 
attracting more horses to the 
centre, there were several valid 
reasons for that assumption. Now, 
however, as Bangalore has reached 
saturation point, at least in its sum¬ 
mer meeting, and is refusing horses 
for the obvious reason that there 
are insufficient number of stables, 
there is no longer any good reason 
why the supervision should contin¬ 
ue to be lax. 

Indeed, with growing public 
awareness of what makes racing 
tick, with increasing suspicion be¬ 
cause of the large number of bet¬ 
ting days and with the opportunity 
to watch replay of the video tape of 
each race immediately after the re¬ 
sult has been finalised, the public 
has become more articulate, if not 
downright belligerent. 

Against such a background is it 
not enough that the punters shoud 
be given a fair deal? It must be seen 
to be so. Otherwise, the spark may 
bp touched to the explosive situa¬ 
tion and ugly incidents could easily 
take place. 

This homily is not an academic 
exercise. There was more than or\p 
reason on the opening day of the 
26-d8y Summer Meeting to inspire 
it. The cases that readily come to 
mind are those of Armada and No¬ 
ble Warrior with that of Adors 
being less evident and coming in 
the category of benefiting from 
doubt. 

Noble Warrior was one of the se¬ 
ven Class Two runners who con¬ 
tested the 1,200, metres Nandi Cup 
which everybody, and his brother, 
thought was in the safe keeping of 
Golden River, who had'been unbea¬ 
ten in four starts in the winter. 
Golden River was collared by Saq- 
qara midway in the straight and 
stiirendered after a brief fight. It 
was then that Noble Warrior came 
along with telling strides to also go 


ahead of Golden River. 

Now, It is this column's conten¬ 
tion that Khaleemuddin did not do 
full justice to Noble Warrior, who 
would have won had the rider been 
sufficiently interested. That surety, 
should be the subject of an inquiiy 
because the fact that Noble Warrior 
was totally neglected in the betting 
IS of no relevance at all. The author¬ 
ities should not be influenced by 
the betting, except in such cases 
where a horse with no immediate 
form to commend its chances is 
made the medium of a successful 
gamble. 

Armada was a horse of a differ¬ 
ent colour. The filly was the odds- 
on choice in the Class V-B 1,200 
metres Welcome Plate, a place in 
the betting which she probably en¬ 
joyed because she attracted on her 
obvious condition. Narasimha kept 
her in mid-division and was behind 
a wall of horses at a crucial stage. 
He moved the filly sideways along 
the width of the track much in the 
manner that a Concertina player 
handles his instrument. If he could 
not get an opening, there is no oc¬ 
casion to grouse because it could 
be ascribed to the luck of the run. 
But if, as it is strongly suspected, he 
failed to avail of the openings that 
seemed to be there, he'should have 
been put on the mat. In either event, 
there was scope for an in-depth in¬ 
quiry. 

There is reason to believe, but th¬ 
ere does not appear to be any 
means of substantiating that belief, 
that Kasbekar was none too keen 
to beat the front-running Spiccato 
in the 1200 metres May Plate.He 
allowed Spiccato, who was the fa¬ 
vourite, to gain too long a lead and 
though he cut it down to one and a 
half lengths at the winning post, it 
IS more than likely that, had ha 
maintained better position from the 
start, Adora would have won. Ho¬ 
wever, as was said earlier, he must 
be given the benefit of the doubt. 

In this case, there was probably 
no inquiry because the favourite 
won and the history of the Banga¬ 
lore Turf Club is such that ques¬ 
tions are not usually asked when a 
favourite wins, probably in the be¬ 
lief that the racegoer is happy with 
the result Such an attitude sets off 
another train of thought Who 
makes the favourite? 

it is common for the favourite to 


be described as 'The Public 
Choice'. Such a description could 
be wrong in many cases. Consider, 
1000 punters betting Rs. 100 each 
on a particular horse will not in¬ 
fluence the odds quoted about that 
horse as much as two punters each 
wagering Rs. 2.00 lakhs, it is the' 
big money that influences the odds 
and not the number of small 
punters who wager on it Anybody 
with a rudimentary knowledge of 
arithmetic car. figure that out but if 
there are still dwbting Thomases 
around, they can be silenced by the 
statement that it is the big punter 
who is against a tote monopoly be¬ 
cause he IS unsure what the final 
dividend will be, while, if he lays 
bets with a licensed book-maker, 
he does so at a fixed pricel 

I S THERE a surfeit of betting days 
in this country and is the punter 
being taxed beyond his capacity? 

Obviously, the answer in both 
cases must be negative because th¬ 
ere IS sustained support for off- 
course betting and the volume of 
betting continues to be more or 
less the same. 

In plain terms, it is the racegoer 
who calls the shots in this regard 
and if he stops patronising off- 
course betting, it stands to reason 
that it will be uneconomical for race 
clubs to stage it and they will cease 
to do so. 

That however, does not make 
one to wonder how people find the 
time and the money for off-course- 
venture. During the summer, of 
course, operations are only one Sa¬ 
turdays on Sundays with the occa¬ 
sional midweek race day. None¬ 
theless, with Ooty races in the 
morning and Bangalore in the after¬ 
noon it is an alMay affair and as 
most of the regulars are employees 
and as most firms do not work a 
five-day week, how do they find the 
time to attend the races? 

The money poses an even bigger 
problem. With betting tax ranging 
at the average figure of 25 per cent, 
with tote commission hiking it up a 
further 10 per cent and with the de¬ 
duction at source of 36 per cent on 
ail winnings of Rs. 2,500 and over 
by way of income tax, that amount 
OT money is withdrawn from racing 
circulation in the sense that the 
racegoer cannot avail of it Thus, 
every race day, so much fresh mon¬ 
ey is being introduced into laqing. , 





B ritish champion IS-year-old 
GM Nigel Short scored an 
impressive victory, winning 6 
games and drawing 2, in an 8-game 
match with the US Champion GM 
Lev Alburt (a former Russian) 

The match, held Jan. 18-27 in 
Foxboro (Massachusetts), arranger 
by Dr Joel Altman, was well man¬ 
aged by the efforts of the local 
business and chess enthusiasts It 
may become^n annual feature 

Alburt played enterprisingly, but 
sloppily in this 4th game of the 
match he goes astray in a promsing 
attack 

Alburt-Short 

1 d4, Nf6 2 c4, ee 3 g3, 8b4ch 
4 Nd2, d5 5 Bg2, 00 6 Nf3, b6 
7 00, Bb7 8Ne5, Be7 9Qc2, c5 
10 dxc5, bxc5 11 cxd5, exdS 
12b3, Qc7 13Bb2, Bd6 14Nd3, 
Nbd7 15e3, Rac8 16 Rad, Qb8 
17Qb1, Rfe8 18Rfe1, Ne4 
19Red1, Ng5l7 20Nf4, d4i 
2lQf5i. Bxg2 22 Nxg2. Ne6 
23Nc4, NeB 24Nel, Nxc4 
25 Rxc4, dxe3 26 fxe3, Be7 
27 Nd3i?, g6 28 Rg4, Ng7l 29 Qf3, 
Qa8 30Qf4l7, RcdB 31 Rfl, f5 
32 Ne5, Rd2 33 e4^ Rxb2 34 Qcl, 
Bf6l 35 Qc4ch, ReS' 36 Rxf5i Bxe5i 
37Rxe5, Qd8l 38 Rd5, Qa5i 
39Rf4, Qelch 40 Rfl, Qe3ch 
41 Kh1,Qxe4ch,0-1 


3 g3) Queen's Catalan Opening 

11 ..exd5) This position with 
Black's hanging Pawns on c5 and 
d5 can anse from Queen's Indian 
Defence Black's more space and 
mobility make up for the Pawn 
weakness 

19 Ng6(?) An invitation to tacti¬ 
cal play on both sides 

. 20 d4l) Such a tactical advance 
of the d-Pawn forms part of Black's 
aggressive plans with the hanging 
Pawns complex 

21 Qf5') White also gets attack¬ 
ing chances with this Queen sally 

22 Nxg2) The Knight has to 
retreat, for if 22 Kxg2^, Qb7ch (de¬ 
fending the Knight on d7) 23 Kgl, 
Re5 drives away the White Queen 

24Ne1) Doubtful is 24Nxd6, 
Qxd6 25f47, Nf3chl 26 Kf2, g6 
27 Qf6, Qd5, or 27 Qd3, Nxh2 

27Nd3i?) 27Rg4i?, g6 28 867, 
or 27 Rdd8 28Nd3 g6 29 Rfl, 
Rf8 30 Ne5, comes into considers 
fion 

30Qf4i7) 30e4, f5 31 Rfl, Rf8 
32 exf5 Qxf3 33 Rxf3, Rxf5 gives 
Black a favourable end game 

32 Ne57') Best seems 32 Bxg7l, 
Kxg7 (or Rxd3? 33Ba1, Rd2 


34.e4, Rxa2 35 QxfB') 33 Qxf5, Rf8 
34 Qe4i wirtning a Pawn; if 

34 Qxe4 35 Rxe4, Bf37 36 Nxc5, 
Bd4ch? 37 Rxd4i and a Knight fork 
follows 

33 e47) A terrible miscalculation 
The saving move was 33 Qc4ch, 
Qd5 34 Qxd5ch, Rxd5 35 Ra4, Bf6 
36Nc4, with about an even end 
game 

34 Bf6l) White probably th¬ 
ought that Black had no defence to 

35 Qc4ch, eg 34 h6 35 Rxg6, or 
34 Qc8 35 sxf5i keeps the attack 
going 

35 Re6i) The point of this in pre¬ 
ference to 35 Ne6 becomes clear 
at the end when Black exchanges 
Queens 

36 Rxf5l) The last flash, if 
26 gxf5 27Qxe6ch, Kh8 
28Nf7ch etc draws 

37 QdS*) A surprise The mate 
threats leave White no tirpe to pur¬ 
sue his attack 

ENDGAME 

Last weeks ending by A rink 
(1912) White Kh4, Bf4. Ne6, Ps- 
d4, e2, f5. h2 Black Ke4, Ps-b2, e7 
Win 1 f6!, exf6 2 Nc5ch, Kf5 (If 
2 Kd5 3Na4, blQ 4Nc3ch, or 
2 Kxd4 3 Nb3ch, Ke4 4 Kg3, b1 Q 
5 Nd2ch) 3 Kh5 b1 Q 4 Bd '1), Qxd 
5 e4ch Kf4 6 Nd3ch wins 



bridge _ 

By Jimmy Mehta 
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Both sides vulnerable 
HERE were fire-works on this 
deal from^the Selection Trials 


la the match between Poysha 
and Vishy‘s team the bidding was 


S ,, W N E 

(SMklu (Jaggi (RoUm (Rtloth 

Ghothl Shivdn- Robly Oda) 
am) 

IS 2H 30 P 


What do you think Sukha bid? A 
3S rabid in his Precision system 
might have shown a six-bagger and 
in any case emphasuecf a suit there 
was little reason to be proud of A 
“4 dub" bid iQOksd li)(e sen^ng the 
.bjpnt^veNbMnd. *'3H* would have 

i titA t' a teas 


been best, perhaps, having the 
double virtue of economy and flexi¬ 
bility 

Sukha opted for 3 NT I'l 

A heart was led and the defence 
took SIX heart tricks and two point¬ 
ed aces for a succulent set It was 
four down - should have been five 
When Jaggi cashed his heart king, 
Rajesh routinely unblocked the 
nine He might have played low 
since if declarer held the 10 any 
card was the same, and if Jaggi 
held It he would be left with the 
option of seeking an entry to 
Rajesh's hand with the H 9 for a 
spade through declarer 

The trick lost was predictably 
academic for in the other room the 
bidding was 

S W N E 

(Chokul |T«vlur) (AmbriMi) (Kainwd) 

IS 2H 30 P 

3S P 4C P 

6C Dbl AIlpMt 


One can see little point in 
Tavkar's double of ‘5C'‘ On this 
auction, his spades hardly pro¬ 
mised to pull full weight Further¬ 
more I have a sneaking suspicion 
that but for the double, Ambrish 
would have been tempted to try "6 
Clubs' A few years ago you could 
have bet on it Today? I just wish 
he'd been tested 

In the match between Davenport 
and Tolani, Kamal Roy sitting West 
found an excellent save in "5H' It is 
hardly one down 

Did I say save'? One down? 
Kamal got a diamond lead, brought 
down North's trump ace on air and 
ruffed the diamond return He now 
tried a Spade to dummy's knave A 
trump return would have meant 
one down but a sleepy South tried 
to cash his club ace Kamal was 
now able to ruff two spades on 
board and run away with the 
contract 

S3 
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AK. Beena-16 

^antha' 

19, Appacha Kavi Road, 
IVIadiken-571201 
Coorg, Karnataka 
Reading, fine arts, philately 
sports, music 

Khaja Raheemuddin - 23 
H No-4-4-106. 

IVIangalgadda Street, 

Jagtial-S05327, 

Karimnagar-(AP) 

Reading, cricket, philately, mo¬ 
vies. 

Archana Joshi -15 

9, Maharashtra Society 
Ellis Bridge 
Ahmedabad-380006 
Reading, western music, swim¬ 
ming, dancing 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


1 With what sport are the follow¬ 
ing trophies associated - Stan¬ 
ley Cup and Chelteham Gold 
Cup? 

2 Until what year were the World 
Ice Hockey Championships 
confined to amatuers? 

3 Which country won the first 

. World Chess Championship? 

4 Which heavyweight boxing 
champion had the longest 
reach? 

5 Who won the All England Bad¬ 
minton Championship in the 
year 1913? 

6 Who has scored the fastest 
triple century and in how many 
minutes in first class cricket? 

7 What IS the full name of Larry 
Gomes? 

8 Which cricketer holds the 
record for the longest innings 
ever played at the Lord's 
cricket ground in Tests? 

9 How many wickets did Bob 
Willis get in his first Test series 
and against whom> 

10 Which cricketer has played the 
maximum Tests for Pakistan? 

11 When was fencing for women 
first included in the Olympic 
Games? 

ANSWERS: 

sued 
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Dilip Ahuja-18 
7, New Commercial Society 
Opp Rajhans Society 
Ellis Bridge, 

Ahmedabad-380 006 
Swimming, lawn tennis, athle 
tics 

Atif Nadeem Khan -18 
Hakeem Uijaini Rd, 

* 6hoorapeer-204101 
Hathras (UP) 

Sports philately coins reading 

Ravi Saxena-18 

189 Lodhi Road Complex 
New Delhi-110 003 
Cricket music 

Alok Arora -17 
D 276Avas Vikas Colony 
Lucknow 226017 
Movies travelling, cricket 

Kuldeep Kaul -13 
63 NaiSarak 
Gurupatyar 
Srinagar 190001 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Penpals 

Anil Kaul -19 

63 NaiSarak 
Grunpatyar 
Srinagar-190001 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Cricket travelling 

S RamakrishnaUpadhya-18 > 

K 40 Ramavilasa Road 
K R Mohalla 
Mysore 570001 
Poetry cricket music, philately 

Ashok Saini -18 

3644/18, T andon Nagar 
Galli No 2 Bataila Road 
Amritsar (Punjab) 

Social service photography li 
teratdVe 

GautamO Amladi-23 
B/23 Karnatak Building, 

Moghul Lane, 

Mahim, Bombay-16 
Music, singing, movies, cricket 

Gautam B Rao -18 

C/oBV Rao 

203 Om Eashwan No 1 

Mahant Rd, Vile Parle (E) 

Bombay-57 

Travelling, reading 

Gopal Chokani -16 
C/o Anantram Bishwanath, 
Guwahati-1 
Assam 

Movies, sport, music 

Farzanul Hague - 27 

Qazipur, Kalan, 
Ghorakhpur-273001, Uttar 
Pradesh 

Badminton, travelling, reading 

Nilesh Joshi-25 
6-C, J P Nagar, 

Opp Vidyut Nagar, 

Old, Padra Road, 


Baroda-IS 

Painting, travelling photography 

Oevistone Swer - 21 
T K Hostel 
37th Road 
Bandra (West) 

Bombay 50 
Sports, Reading 

Manoj Jallan-18 
C/oG D Agarwal 
Naharkatia-786610 
Dibrugarh (Assam) 

Music philately 

Susy John - 23 
Staff Nurse 
P8 -6454 
Ruwi (Muscat) 

Sultanate of Oman 
Driving travelling 

V Srinivasan - 22 
No 8 Ramanathan Street 
Off Awadi Road 
Kilpauk Madras 10 
Sports music photography tra 
veiling 

SudeepM Ramachandra-20 

40/A IX Type Street 6 
Dalli Rajhara 
Durg MP 491228 
Rock music cricket 

Nandini Bhattacharya -13 

69/E Peary Mohan Roy Road 
(1st Floor)' 

Calcutta 27 

Reading music cricket tennis 

Sanjiv Shingari - 19 

RNo 50 Hostel-4 
Royal Engioeering College 
Jaipur 17 

TT travelling reading 

Dilipraj Babulal Jam 

Sagrampura Panjara Street 

Surat 395002 

Cricket swimming cycling 

lyaz Shaikh 

K9/7 Barve Nagar ^ 

Ghatkopar 
Bombay-400 084 
Boring football 

Ashfaq Oamael 

P Box No-5074 
Safat Kuwait 
Dancing, painting 

M.P. Prashant 

P M R A Rest House 
Delhi Gate 

Ahmednagar-414001 
Music, dancing, photography 

Milind Ranade 

P M B A j^est House 
Delhi Gate 

Ahmednagar-414001 
Philately, music, sports 

Deapak Panda 

A-4, Ayurved Colony 
Jamnag8r-361008 
Guprat 

Philately, reading, cricket 




----- 1 " ' ■ '' -- . . . ... . . 

SPOirrSWEEKER 109 



ACROSS 

1 How KaptI clashed with Sun¬ 
il when the Indian captain 
tried to put his foot down (4 
2 ) 

5 All the way? (4) 


$ Jehangir Khan's game for a 
dnnk?7e) 

9 Does India go down when 
Kapil —? (4 2) 

11 Not out? (2 2) 

12 River reforming Benaud (6) 

DOWN 

1 "Hold your is one expres¬ 
sion jockeys must not risk 
using! (6) 

2 Wrestler Singh is one. Um¬ 
pire Ootiwalla another (4) 

3 Amar from North, Viswa 
from South (4) 

4 The one who, in the 
Dec 1982 India-Pakistan 
Karachi Test, got the pair of 
specs he wore! (5) 

7 How much easier things 
would be if players accepted 
that, like the customer, the - 
IS always nghti (6) 

8 The left-handed Mohammad 
whose IQ was far from satis¬ 



factory? (5) 

9 Karsan Ghavn was one 
quickie who could effectively 
turn' his-to spin (4) 

10 Kind of edge Swarup Kris- 
hen, one thought, was good 
at judging (4) 


QUESTION 

BOX 


Q What are the Test records 
of Allan Lamb and Graeme 
^owler? 


- K. Lakshmaiah, 
Nalgaonda, AP 

A Allan Lamb has played 32 
Tests, 56 innings, 5 times not out, 
1955 runs, 137 not out as highest, 
7 centuries at an average of 38 33 
He has held 34 catches Fowler has 
played 21 Tests, 37 innings, 1307 
runs, 201 as highest, 3 centuries, at 
an average of 35 32 He has held 
10 

Q. Who led the Indian cricket 
tcMMTi during the 1960-61 series 
against Faxai Mohamood's 
Pakistan side? 


-S.P. Tahib, 
„ Chembur, Bombay-74. 

A Nan Contractor was the cap¬ 
tain in that senes . 

O. What is the Test record of 


Kapil Dev? 

-SanJayShah, 
Panaji, Goa. 
A Kapil Dev has played 68 
Tests, 101 innings, 9 times not out 
2788 runs, 126 not out as highest, 
3 centuries, at an average of 30.30 
He has taken'258 wickets, at an 
averaoe of 28.70 His bast figures 
ara9-83 . . 

a What is Gavaskar's c^ 
taincy; record In IfuBa and outside 

*"‘*'*’ -aaShiekh. 

Caieutta. 

,A. Gavaskafft. captaincy tscord 


won 7, lost 2,20 drawn 


On tours he captained India in 18 
Tests, won 1 lost 6, drew 11 
Q. What does 'snatch', 'clean 
and jerk' mean in weightlifting? 

- Vijay Kumar Chajed, 
Raichur 


A In weightlifting a competitor 
attempts to lift the heaviest bar he 
can in two methods, the snatch and 
the clean and jerk 

The snatch is a one movement 
lift from floor to extended e’m posi- 
bon above the head 

The clean and jerk are two 
movements, floor to shoulders, and 
shoulders to fully extended arm 
position above the head 

Q What is the birth date of 
Imran Khan? 

-MA.YarKhan, 
Bapatia, AP. 

A November 25,1952 

Q. What is the Test record of 
Graham Gooch of England? 

-Bittoo Arora, 
Bihari Colony. 


A Graham Gooch has played 42 
Tests, 75 innings, 4 times not out, 
2540 runs, 153 as highest, 4 
centuries, at an average of 35 77 

Q. What are the highest and 
the lowest scores of Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka? What is the 
lowest score'of Australia and 
England and the highest score of 
New Zealand? 

- Azeem U Rahman, 
Hyderabad, 

A The highest score of Pakistan 
IS 657 for 8 declared against West 
Indies at Bridgetown in_ 1957-58, 
lowest 62 against A'ustralia at 
Perth in 1981-82 

The highest for Sri Lanka is 491 
for 7 dec! agianst England in 1984 
and the lowest is 93 against New 
Zealand at Wellington in 1982-83 

The lowest score of Australia is 
36 at Birmingham in 1902, for 
England it is 45 at Sydney in 
1886-87 

The highest score of New 
Zealand is 551 for 9 deci at Lord s 
in 1973 







MAILBAG 


Indian sport at 
its lowest ebb 


I NDIAN SPORTS is at its lowest 
ebb and we are the laughing stock 
of the whole world. 'Careerists' in 
sports are out to destroy the image 
of sports in the country. 

National sports federations have 
become hot-beds of politics, where 
a lot of malpractices are going on 
undetected, like dual associations 
to catch, etc. 

To improve this situation, the 
IOA and the government should 
ensure that a) the constitutions of 
the national sports federat^ns are 
amended to ensure that only one 
association from a state has the 
right to vote, b) state associations 
which have parallel bodies should 
be debarred from sending their 
teams for national meets, and, c) in 
cases there are two parallel 
national federations, the powers to 
send the teams for international 
meets should rest with the Indian 
Olympic Association. 

- Anoop Kumar Misra 
(Sports official; U.P. Sports 
Control Board) 


Lillee’s biased 
statement 


I N YOUR ISSUE dated May 8-14, 
1985, in the extract from Dennis 
Lillee's book 'Over and Out', there is 
a statement by the author which 
says, "Like most Indian cricketers. 


[Confusion galore 


I 


M uch of the pathetic situation 
in the performance and stan¬ 
dard of Indian sports is due to the 
unstable sports administrative ma¬ 
chinery both, at the governmental 
and non-governmental levels. 

To illustrate: in the past, we did 
not have a Sports Ministry. What 
we had was a sports cell in the Min¬ 
istry of Education headed by a Joint 
Secretary and a couple of officials 
to assist him in the matter. 

We now have a full-fledged 
Sports Ministry with departments 
of youth affairs and sports, (both 
the subjects being closely inter¬ 
linked) headed by our Prime Minis¬ 
ter, who is assisted by a Minister of 
State with a secretary, directors 
and a host of officials. 

They only know best what they 
do because as I have repeatedly 
stated, although the Sports Min¬ 
istry has been in function for the 
past three years, the results 
achieved have been next'to noth¬ 
ing. 

It was expected that with the 
establishment of the Sports Min¬ 
istry, there would be a national 
sports policy or a plan. There has 
been nothing of this sort, although 
a mention was made on this sub¬ 
ject in the parliament. 

The Sports Authority of India 
(SAI) has been created and it is not 
known what precisely the SAI has 
achieved so far. Utilisation of the 
sports infrastructure (leave aside in 
other parts of the country, even in 
Delhi) is ineffective, except for 
children's races organised on Sun¬ 


day mornings by the director gene¬ 
ral of SAI under the mistaken beiief 
that this was creating sports cons¬ 
ciousness in the country! 

The Indraprastha stadium, now 
renamed Indira 'Pifyadarshini Sta¬ 
dium is more active, holding musi¬ 
cal nites and functions of the like, 
than any worthwhile sports fix¬ 
tures. 

The charter orduties of SNIPES, 
SAI, Ministry of Education is remin¬ 
iscent of a situation where a judge 
asked the accused, "James, whati 
do you do these days?" to which 
the accused answered, "your hon¬ 
our, I'm doing nothing." The judge 
turned to the second accused and 
asked, "John, what do you do?" to 
which he replied, "Your honour, I 
am helping James." 

Although I am a vice-president of 
the IOA, I cannot help pointing out 
the ineffective role played by this 
organisation during the last few 
years. 

The IOA has armed itself with se 
veral powers, particularly to com' 
bat disciplinary situations. Time 
alone will show how honourably 
and sincerely these powers are ap- 
pifed. 

I would urge the authorities to, 
look into the utter confusion that is 
being created with a large number 
of sports organisations being 
established with the same aims and 
objectives. 

-Vijay Kumar Malhotra 
President, Archery Association 
of India and vice-Prasident 

Indian Olympic Association) 


his best performances have been at 
home." 

This statement is not only false, 
but extremely irritating. Let us deal 
with the facts first. 


Gavaskar's average is approxi¬ 
mately 3 runs higher outside India; 
out of his four double centries, two 
have been scored outside India, one 
each in England and in West Indies, 
he has been out Ibw more often, on 
an average and in total decisions 
within India, and his 30 centuries 
are almost equally divided between 
matches played in India and 
abroad, (it would be very interest¬ 
ing if 6.B. Mama could give us 
statistics on these statements). 

Dennis Lillee, on the other hand 
has taken no wickets in either Wl or 
India, only twa in three Tests in 
Pakistan and four in Sri Lanka. So 


basically the greatest fast bowler of 
all time took 98 per cent of his 
wickets in only Australia, New 
Zealand and England. For him to 
criticise Gavaskar, for performing 
'best' at home is totally uncalled for. 

Lillee, like so many 'foreign' 
cricketers, blithely makes totally 
biased and baseless statements 
about Indian cricket. We are sick 


I V. Siva - good 
talent down south 


T amil NADU's V. Sivaramakrish- 
na has been performing meritor¬ 
iously for his state and zone for the 
past decade, yet there has not been 
much mention of this tall lefthand¬ 
ed lad in the national media. 


and tired of disparaging comments 
like "it is very difficult to get 
Gavaskar out in India," and "Indian 
umpires are like Laurel and Hardy," 
and "Nothing works in India espe¬ 
cially the telephones. 

One renowned cricket writer 
even wrote and cornpared 'aparth¬ 
eid' with 'caste and corruption' in 
India to justify the fact that English 
players should be allowed to play In 
South Africa If they played in India. 

-Tom Attar, 
(Bombay-28) 


Sivaramakrishna is on the verge 
of completing 4,000 runs in Ranji 
Trophy matches alone and he was 
the first Tamil Nadu batsman to 


complete 3,000 runs last season. 

He made -596 runs in Ranji 
Trophy, third after Ghulam Parker 
and Lalchand Rajput. He is also a 
brilliant close-in fielder and last 
year and the year before that, he- 
was voted the best fielder in Tamil 
Nadu. 

















A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


IFYOaGIAlVABSWEB'*YES”TO 
3 (HIT aF4 OF THESE QOESIIONS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVERS TOOR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


1. 

On Sunday morning, does your newspaper live up to your expeLlaliona ? 

YEsniion 

2 . 

Do Kbuabwant Singb. Kuldip Nayar. Betan Daruwala, M V Kamalb 
and other celebrities visit you every Sunday '* 

YBsnNoa 

3. 

Does Nulan help solve your personal problems, and (an you consult 

Dr. R. Wadia for your ailmenis every Sunday 

YEsnEon 

4 . 

Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you c lyi 

Yisniion 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then ifs 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete. 

SUNDAY 

MID-OW 

THE CO MPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
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H^Hlniccessful last season 
^H vriih Sussex. It will be 
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*^^^“hander does not 


score heavily in the 
series 


Combined Defence Services 
Examination October-1985 


Union Public Service Commission will hold 
an Entrance Examination commencing on 27 
October 1985 at Selected Centres in India for 
admission to 81 IMA/Naval Academy/Air 
Force Academy 140 F(P)-Julv 1986 and 
44th Short Service Commission (Non*Tech) 
October 1986 Qourses. 

NOTE 

Certain number of vacancies for IMA/Naval 
Academy/Air Force Academy courses are 
reserved for NCC 'C* Certificate (Army/Navai/ 
Air Force Wing) holders respectively. They 
may also compete for the vacancies in other 
courses but there is no reservation of vacan* 
cies for them in those courses. The unfilled 
vacancies shall be treated as unreserved. 
ELIGIBILITY 

Male candidates are only eligible. A candidate for 
admission to IMA/Naval Academy/Air Force Aca¬ 
demy must be unmarried. Candidates must have 
been born (a) not earlier than 02 Jul 1962 and 
not later than 01 Jul 1967 for entry to IMA (b) 
not earlier than 02 Jul 1964 and not later than 
01 Jul 1967 for entry to Naval Academy /Air 
Force Academy and (c) not earlier than 02 Jul 
1961 and not later than 01 Jul 1967 for entry to 
Officers Training School. Madras. 
POUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
Degree of a recognised university or its equi¬ 
valent (with Physics and/or Mathematics in the 
case of Air Force candidates). A^iications for 


candidates who have appeared or intend to 
appear at any such examination are acceptable 
provisionally provided they furnish proof of pass¬ 
ing such examination by the stipulated date. 
Cadets will get free boarding, lodging and uni¬ 
form during the training period. On successful 
completion of training period, they will be gran 
ted Commission in their respective Arms/^r 
vices. . ‘ 

HOW TO APPLY 

Application forms and full particulars are aval 
lable. from the Secretary. UPSC. Oholpur House 
New Delhi-110011 by remitting Rs. 2/- by mone^ 
order or by crossed Indian Postal Order or or 
cash payment at counter in the Commission's 
Office Candidates must state clearly on mone^ < 
order coupons or in the letter forwarding th< 
postal order -Combined Defence Services Exa 
mination October 1985" and also giVe their name 
and full address jn block letters. 

Last data for receipt of applications 
UPSC. 

For candidates residing in India 24 JUNE 198f 
For candidates residing abroad or in Assam 
Meghalaya, Arunachai Pradesh, Mixoram. 
Manipur. Nagaland, Tripura. Sikkim. Ladakh 
Division of JBK State. Lahaul and Spiti anc 
Pangi Sub Division of Chamba District of 
Himachal Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobarl 
Islands or Lakshadweep — 08 JULY 1885 

dsvp 85/34 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or sin^ 


IFYOgCAHA H SW ER"CT S"TO 
3 OUT or 4 OF THESE QUESHOnS 
TOO DO HOI HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVERS TOUR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOOR DOORSTEP 


1. 

On Sunday morning, do«« your newtpaper live up to your expeclaliont ? 

Yisniion 

2 . 

Do Khufhwant Singh, Kuidip Nayar. Beian Darutvala, M. V. Kamalh 
and other celebrIUea viail you .every Sunday 7 

YBSDHOn 

3. 

Doea Nutan help aoive your peraonai problema, and can you conaull 

Or. R, Wadia for your ailmenia every Sunday? 

YESDHOn 

4 . 

Do your kida grab your Sunday paper before you cgp 7 

YESDEOn 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then it*s 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete* 

suNn«ir 

MID-DAY 
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before start! 


From Tony Cozier 


N ew ZEALAND 
captain Geoff 
Howarth's assess 
ment that his team's 
performance in the 
series against the 
W Indies was worth 
a B Plus is that of the school 
■examiner who marks generously 
because the paper is difficult. 

So how did New Zealand handle 
the questions they faced? Tb^ lost 
the last two Tests by 10 wickets, 
one in the equivalent of three days, 
the other m four, avoided defeat in 
the first certainly only because of 
time lost to rain and were beaten in 
all five One-Day Internationals, 
embarrassingly so in the last three. 

Even outside the matches 
ayamst the West, Indies, they were 
hard-pressed in all three three-day 
matches to hold on Tor draws. 

That their captain should still rate 
the tour so highly is a flattering, if 
realistic tribute to the strength of 
the West Indies team. England in 
1981 and India in 1983 fared only 
slightly better than these Kiwis did. 
Australia, last season, probably a 
little worse. 


More recently, England endured 
their humiliating "blackwash" last 
summer and Australia their 3-1 



Vivian Richards...fitted easily Into 
Clive Lloyd’s lar^ and Illustrious 
shoes as captain 


defeat at home during which their 
captain resigned and reputions by 
the dozen were damaged. 

The fact is that the gap between 
the West Indies and the Rest for the 
past six or seven years has been 
that between the Rhodes scholar 
anJ" the fifth form plodder. There 
has been no evidence either to 
suggest that it will be narrowed 
soon 

When New Zealand arrived. 
Howarth admitted that his team 
had past its peak, reached between 
1980 when whatever the circum¬ 
stances, they surprised the West 
Indies at home, and in 1983 when 
they managed their first victory 
ever over England in England. 

The majority of their leading 
players - Howarth himself, John 
Wright and Jeremv Coney of the 
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batsmen, Richard Hadlee, Ewan 
Chatfield and Lance Cairns of the 
bowlers - were all on the wrong 
side of 30. 

What is more, they had to come 
without their most consistent bats¬ 
man over the past year or two, the 
left-handed John Retd, and without 
the experienced left-handed opener 
Bruce Edgar, aged 29 but surely 
with a lot of cricket left in him yet 

Reid's absence, because of his 
commitment to his teachihg career, 
emphasised another of New Zeal¬ 
and's difficulties. While all the other 
countries can now call on a nucleus 
of professionals, cricket remains 
very much a sport for amateurs 
there. 

They were, therefore, outclassed 
even before they started by strong, 
confident opponents who had not 
lost a home series since 1973 nor a 
Single home Test since 1978 and 
who included a galaxy of stars fir to 
be ranked among the greats of all 
times. The lirriit of their ambitions, 
from, the start, appeared to be 
drawing every Test as their prede¬ 
cessors of 197 2 had done. 

The weather and a slow pitch at, 
the Queen’e Park Oval arto CQnfil.j- 
tions at Bourda, back to its .pid t^e 



Martin Crowe...simply too good to 
have missed so many opportunities 


best for batting, aided their cause 
and they managed to save those 
matches although with plenty of 
fight and hard work 

By the time they reached Barba¬ 
dos, however, the effort had taken 
Its toll and their limitations no 
longer allowed them to hold oii.' On 
pitches with more life, they^suc¬ 
cumbed - just as India and Austra¬ 
lia had done on the same two 
grounds by similarly decisive mar¬ 
gins over the previous two seasons. 

The magnificence of Hadlee's 
bowling, never less than compell¬ 
ing, the steady reliability of Coney, 
the unwavering steadiness of Chat^ 
field's bowling and the batting 
promise of the Crowe brothers wi« 
be memories for West Indian fol¬ 
lowers of this New Zealand team. 
But against such opponents, suc¬ 
cess even if judged by the negative 
standards *tof being able to force 
draws, could not be based pn five 
players alone. 

The key players failed toO often, 
and it appeared New .Zealand heads, 
now to shake the trea and 
old fryit, which gr^w to full 






¥i couple Of vedfs back/faH. W such 
xirastie measures are impossible 
because there are no promising 
seedlings in the ground, then there 
needs to be at least some pruning 
not least at the top where Howarth 
seems to have reached the danger^ 
ous stage'in, any sportsman's life 
when he lacks conviction m his 
own ability and that of his team 

Yet there was little to hearten 
New Zealand from the few younger 
players on the tour. Martin Crowe, 
as he demonstrated in his marat¬ 
hon 188 in the second Test, is 
simply too good to have missed so 
many opportunities otherwise. Four 
times out of seven he was out to 
the short ball, a statistic he may 
want to ponder on in the nexi few 
months. 

As an all-round cricketer, he will 
have to lead New Zealand's chal¬ 
lenge over the next decade, per¬ 
haps one day as captain, with his 
elder brother Jeff alongside him 

If New Zealand are to be given a 
B Plus, how then to mark the West 
Indies? An A Plus, 100 per cent, 
would seem in order on the surface 
Yet, by their own standards, it 
would be difficult for a fair examiner 


to go higher than this sable B'.Plus, 

-This was an efficient, rather than 
brilliant performance.'There were 
none of the breath-taking heights 
reached during the last sumnier in 
England or in Austrlia later! Simply 
a professional, well-drilled team 
doing just enough to overcome 
their opponents and their own 
obvious tiredness. 

Vivian Richards fitted easily into 
Clive Lloyd's large and illustnous 
shoes as captain. He and the firsi 
three batsmen in his order all 
averaged over 50 and yet again, the 
menacing Malcom Marshall's fast 
bowling was critical He took 27 
wickets in the four Tests to bring 
his tally over the past four senes 
and 24 Tests to 101, an astonish¬ 
ing figure 

In spite of everything, there 
remained a few worries for the 
West Indies at the end of the series 

Michael Holding, truly a great 
bowler and competitor, has indicat¬ 
ed that he can no longer take the 
frustration of bowling on slow 
pitches and is heading to Australia 
next season to parade his talents 
for Tasmania. His illustrious Test 
career may be at an end 


Reports are that the giant »)oe1 
.Gamer and Marshall himself are 
doing the sarhe thing, an ar^a pf 
acute concern for the West Indies 
Cricket Board S'npe the loss bf^aft 
three at the same time for the series 
against England would be a severe 
setback. 

Some uneasiness remains also 
about the gap left by Lloyd in the 
middle order. 

Gus Logie stepped in right after a 
lengthy grounding, a player of clear 
potential. Yet again, however, he 
did not dispel the impression that 
he does not quite have the disci¬ 
pline m his batting required at Test 
level, that he. is more a one-day 
specialist. The fact that there is no 
one right now to seriously chal¬ 
lenge his place is oven further 
cause for concern. 

Still, who are the West Indies to 
complain? They remain on top of 
the world, now 20 home Tests 
without defeat, the old bogey 
against New Zealand finally laid to 
rst and private organisers busily 
trying to arrange a couple of 
"Tests" against a world team to 
give them the competitive chal¬ 
lenge they have not had for years, 















Windies’ pace attack 


made the difference 


From Alan Graham 


M ajor changes 
in the New 
Zealand cricket 
team to play 
India and Australia 
are not expect¬ 
ed, despite the failure of the Kiwis 
to win any of their 12 matches on 
their recent tour of the West Indies. 

Led by Viv Richards, the West In¬ 
dies won the Test series 2-0 with 
two draws and won the One-Day 
Internationals 5-0 while the three. 
3-day games were all drawn. 

There are two main reasons why 
changes are unlikely. First, the Ki¬ 
wis were not too unhappy about 
losing to the West Indies, since th¬ 
ey beat everyone these days. 

Secondly, apart from left hand 
batsmen Bruce Edgar and John 
Reid who were unavailable for the 
tour, there are no players knocking 
on the door of Test selection. 

For the Kiwis only Jeremy Coney 
(241 runs), Jeff Crowe (252 runs), 
John Wright (213 runs), Richard 
Hadlee (15 wickets) and Ian Smith 
(for his wicketkeeping) achieved 
consistent form on tour. 

Ewen Chatfield took 10 wickets 
in the first Test but took only three 
more in the remaining Tests. Martin 
Crowe had one innings of 18S but 
his six other innings yielded only 28 
runs all told. 

Of the others Geoff Howarth 
struggled all tour until making 84 in 
the final Test. Neither spinner did 
well, though neither did the home 
spinners. 

Ken Rutherford gained a Test 
place with a century and two 50s in 
the 3-day games, only to have a 
nightmare series. He scored just 12 
runs in seven innings. However, he 
had to play in the Tests because the 
other Kiwi batsman Ron Hart was 
doing just as unhappily, and did not 
reach double figures all tour. 

Lance Cairns battled illness and 
injury and his long career may be 
near the pnd. Derek Stirling re¬ 
mained erratic and the great pace- 
man Wes Halt says Stirling will 
have to adjust his action substan¬ 
tially if he is to gain any accuracy. 

10 - \ 



Gary Troup was only just adequate. 

Obviously Edgar and Reid will be 
welcome back into the Test squad. 
Spinners Steve Boock and John 
Bracewell will probably be retained. 
But there is a question mark over 
the pace bowling with only Hadlee 
and Chatfield sure to be selected, 
and both of those surely coming to¬ 
ward the end of their careers. 


Indian pace attack. Of the others 
only the reliable mid-order Coney 
was able to do the same on a regu¬ 
lar basis. The CitJwe brothers each 
made a century and looked grand at 
times without finding consistent 
form. 

Smith shaded Jeff Dujon in the 
wicketkeeping stakes white not'be- 
ing as good a batsman as Dujon. 


Hadlee has said that he wants 
only one more year at the top, and 
Chatfield is older than Hadlee. 

John Wright had a good tour, 
constantly standing up to the West 



John IVright... he had a goad tour« 
constantfy standing up tck the Wtn<- 
dies’pace attack 


The West Indies managed first 
innings scores in the Tests of 305, 
511 (on an easy pitch), 336 and 
363, not big by their standards but 
enough to beat the Kiwis. 

The main difference between the 
teams tvas the West Indies pace at¬ 
tack, led brilliantly by Malcolm 
Marshall who was Player of the 
Series with 27 wickets. 


Though no other West Indies 
bowler took more than 10 wickets. 
Garner, Holding, Walsh and Davis 
constantly backed up Marshall. 
Among the batsmen Richards, Ri¬ 
chardson, Haynes and Greenidge 
did enough to win the series com¬ 
fortably, with 10-wicket wins in the 
third and fourth Tests. 

The Kiwis disappointed in the 
one-day series and again the West 
Indies pace attack was dominant. 


It was a happy tour with few con¬ 
troversies. The main trouble came 
in the last Test when a bouncer war 
erupted. »- 


Neither side had overdone the 
bouncer in the earlier matches as 
these were played on easy pitches. 
At Kingston the West Indies pep¬ 
pered the Kiwis with short pitched 
balls and Hadlee replied with a long 
series of short balls aimed at the 
home side including Gamer who 
got five in a row. 

Howarth objected saying he had 
seen nothing like it in his 16 years 
as a professional. Former Test 
greats Rohan Kanhai and G^de 
Walcott were also critical, though 
blaming both sides. 


Journalist and cothnnentator 
Tony Cozier said: 'Mfhiieit;ls a legh 




timate bell when used i^i 
don't think either side pia^ed vmtntii 
the spirit of theganiei •^ 

Kiwi mana<i}y."»J^^,.t^i^^^^ 







survey 

By 0«B. Mama 


^ lAI indies 

VV comfortably 
I hQ|H retained their undia 
status as the 
U If current world cham 

^ y pions ofTestcricket 

•rnJLmJUk^ jyy clobbering New 
Zealand 2 - 0 in the recent 4-match 
series in the Caribbean, thereby 
winning Outright their last ten suc¬ 
cessive rubbers since 1980, during 
which they have played 46 Tests 
against five countries (thrice each 
vs England and Autralia, twice vs 
India, and once each vs Pakistan 
and New Zealand), wirfning 23, 
drawing 21, and losing only 2 Tests 
(both vs Autralia). Their updated 
overall Test record : played 241, 
won 85, lost 60, drawn 95, tied 1. 

NEW ZEALAND have now played 
170 Tests, won 2.1, lost 74, and 
drawn 75. Their ^ record against 
West Indies; played 21, won 3, lost 
7, drawn 11. The Kiwi record in the 
Caribbean ; played 9, lost 2, drawn 
7. 

NEW ZEALAND'S 94 all out in 
the third Test at Bridgetown is a 
new series record for the lowest to¬ 
tal by either side in the Caribbean, 
superseding New Zealand's pre¬ 
vious lowest of 162 at Port-of- 
Spain in 1971-72. It may be noted 
that later New Zealand were again 
shot out for 138 in the fourth Test 
at Kingston. The lowest for West 
Indies vs New Zealand in the Carib¬ 


bean is 133 at Bridgetown i i 
1971-72. However, the overall lo¬ 
west totals by both sides in all 
series against each other remain in¬ 
tact: NZ s 74 at Dunedin and Wl's 
77 at Auckland, both in the 
1955-56 series on New Zealand 
soil. 

RICHARD HADLEE became the 
130th batsman in Test history and 
the 8th New Zealander on Apnl 3 to 
complete 2000 runs in a Test car¬ 
eer when he reached 31 in the 
course of his 39 not out in the se¬ 
cond innings of the first Test at 
Queen's Park Oval, Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad. It was the 91 st innings of 
his 54th Test. He now has a total of 
2088 runs (av 24 85) in 57 Tests. 
The breakup: 561 runs (av 25.50) in 
14 Tests vs Eng, 506 (av 38.92) in 
10 vs Pak, 438 (av 20.85) in 13 vs 
Aus,315(av31.50)in7vsWI, 134 . 
(av 11.16) in 8 vs Ind, and 134 (av 
22.33) in 5 vs SL. 

DESMOND HAYNES became the 
66th batsman in Test history and 
the 13th West Indian on April 6 to 
complete 3000 runs in a Test car¬ 
eer when he reached 32 in the 
course of his 90 in the first innings 
Of the second Test at Bourda, 
Georgetown, Guyana. It was the 
83rd innings of his 52nd Test. He 
now has a total of 3234 runs (av 
39.92) in 54 Tests. The breakup: 
1161 runs (av 41.46) in 18 Tests 
vs Aus, 777 (av 40.89) in 14 vs 


ALAN GRAHAM.. 


the laws gave the umpires ade¬ 
quate powers and it was up to them 
if they wished to use them. West 
Indies manager Wes Hall said his 
team had bowled no more 
bounders than had bowled at 
thf m in Auittra)ia and pointed out 
that no West Indian had been 
warned for intimidation in recent 
years. 


Thera was some.sympatfiy for 
the view of sorhe of the Kiwis that 
cohatatit short pitched bowling 
mekM very doH oricket. Vice oap- 


.teih Co^i poin 
.0«Yt do fnuch I 


out that :you 
defend p pelt 
liafMHieestteh' 


e bbwiet with a 






40 yards run makes for boring play. 

There was also some interest in 
Wes Hall's comment that modem 
batsmen seem to think their space 
suit attire will compensate them for 
their lack of technique against 
pace. He said they don't watch the 
ball as closely as they should and 
then complain when they get hit. 

It probably comes down to the 
umpires enforcing the existing laws 
on intimidation. 

Kiwi umpire Fred Goodall formal¬ 
ly warned Pakistan's seamer Wa- 
Sim Akfam earlier this year, arid 
dvra may be a case for other urn- 
pi?^ doing the same. 



Richard Hadlee...the sixth all- 
rounder to complete the ‘Double' 
of2,000 runs ana 200 wickets 


Eng, 683 (av 56.91) in 7 vs NZ, 509 
(av3l.81)in 11 vs Ind, and 104 (av 
17.33) in 4 vs Pak. 

The 13 Windies players with 
3000 runs: Sobers 8032, Lloyd 
7515, Kanhat 6227, Richards 
5889 runs (av 54.02) in 77 Tests, 
Greenidge 4816 runs (Ov 49.14) in 
66 Tests, Weekes 4455, Kallichar- 
ran 4399, Fredericks 4334, Worrell 
3860, Walcott 3798, Hunte 3246, 
Haynes 3234, and Butcher 3104. 


JOHN WRIGHT became the 
131 St. batsman in Test history and 
the 9th New Zealander on April 8 to 
complete 2000 runs in a Test car¬ 
eer whe he reached 21 in the 
course of his 27 at Georgetown. It 
was the 67th innings or his 39th. 
Test. He now has a total of 2133 
runs (av 30.91) in 41 Tests. The 
breakup; 671 runs (av 33.55) in 11 
Tests vs Eng, 512 (av 34.13) in 9 vs 
Pak, 296 (av 24.66) in 7 vs Wl, 291 
(av 26.45) in 6 vs Aus. 201 (av 
50.25).in 3 vs Ind, and 162 (av 
23.14) in 5 vs. SL. 

MARTIN CROWE became the 
242nd batsman In Test history the, 

18th New Zealander on Aoril 10 to 

II" 










NEW ZEALAND IN WEST INDIES... 


I f i nn ' i i 


(omplete 1000 runs in a Test car- 
r'flr when he reached 98 in the 
course of his 188 at Georgetown It 
was the 34th innings of his 21st 
Test He now has a total of 1113 
runs (av 30 08) in 23 Tests The 
breakup 468 runs (av 46 80) m 6 
Tests vs Pak, 311 {av25 91) in 7 vs 
Fng, 216 (av 30 85) in 4 vs Wl, 98 
(av 24 50) in 3 vs SL and 20 (av 
5 50) in 3 vs Aus 
The 18 Kiwis with 1000 runs 
Congdon 3448 J R Reid 3428 
Turner 2991 Sutcliffe 2727 Bur¬ 
gess 2684 Howdrth2531 runs(dv 
32 44) in 47 Tests Dowling 2306 
Wright 2133 Coney 2094 RJ 
Hadlee 2088, Edgar 1577 Hast 
mgs IblO Parker 1498, Pollard 


1266, Sinclair 1148, MD Crowe 
1113 JF Reid 1077 and Wads¬ 
worth 1010 

JEREMY CONEY became the 
132nd batsman in Test history and 
the 10th New Zealander on April 
27 to complete 2000 runs in a Test 
career when he reached 5 in the 
course of his 12 in the first innings 
of the third Test and Kensington 
Oval Bridgetown Barbados It was 
the 65th innings of his 39th Test 
He now has a total of 2094 runs (av 
38 07) in 40 Tests The breakup 
528 runs (av 40 61) in 9 Tests vs 
Pak 489 (av 48 90) in 7 vs Eng 
381 (av 47 62) in 7 vs Wl 331 (av 
23 64) in 9 vs Aus, 273 (av 45 50) 




WEST INDIES - BATTING 
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CENTURICSO) 185 by Richi« Richardson Bt G«or 0 «iown 105 by Vivisn Richards st 
Bndgatown and 100 by Gordon GraanidQa at Port of Spam Hightai at Kingston 76 by 
Datmond Haynas 

CENTURY STANDS ( 6 } tn First Tasi at Port of Spam 186 Ord Wkt) Graanidga- 
Richardson in first innings and 114 Ord Wkt) Htynaa-^ichards in second innings In 
second Test at Georgetown 191 Ond Wkt) Haynea-Richardaon 106 Ord Wkt) Ri 
chardaon'Gomes and 104 < 6 th Wkt) togia-Duton, ail in firat innings and l040rdWkt) 
Graenidge-Richardaon in second innings Bast stand in third Teat at Bridgetown 83 
( 8 th Wkt) Richerde^eraheil Highest in fourth Tsai at Kingston 82 (lat Wkt| 
Creenidge-Haynes 
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Desmond Haynes completed 
3 000 runs m hic( oner 

in 5 vs SL and 92 (av 23 00) in 3 vb 
Ind 


RICHARD HADLEF became the 
6th all rounder in Test history to 
complete the Double ofZOOOiuns 
and 200 wickets durino the recent 
series 


DESMOND HAYNES with 683 
runs (av 56 91) in 7 Tests vs New 
Zealand is the new record holder 
for the highest run aggregate by a 
West Indian in all Tests against the 
Kiwis surpassing the previous re 
cord tally of Lawrence Rowe s 598 
runs (av 49 83) in 7 Tests vs NZ 
The corresponding record for the 
highest run-aggregate by a New 
Zealander in all Tests vs West in 
dies Glenn Turners 855 runs (av 
65 76) in 8 Tests against the Win- 
dies 


RICHARD' HADLEE with 34- 
wickets (av 22 64) in 7 Tests vs 
West Indies, is the new record- 
hofder for the highest wicket- 
aggregate by a New Zealander in all 
Tests against the Windies, over¬ 
hauling the previous record tally of 
Bruce Taylor’s 32 wickets (av 
2331) in 7 Tests vs West Indies 
The corresponding record for the 
highest wicket-amregate by a 
West Indian in all Tests against the 
Kiwis Sonny Ramadhin s 32 wick¬ 
ets (av 15 06) in 6 TEsts vs New 
Zealand 


JOEL GARNEA became the 92nd 
player in Test history and the 13th 
West Indian to represent his 
country in 50 or more Tests Eng¬ 
land has 32 such flyers headed by 
Colin Cowdrey with 114 caps, Aus¬ 
tralia 20 With Rodney Marsh at tha 
top with 86 Test appearaneas^ Its 












Jervmx; Coney... became the tenth 
New Zealander to score 2,000 Teat 


irtq of dniio TiyWtf oiiitlch 
aggragote of d for t82 .M-Btidg^ 
town in 1971-72. Howaver. it 
leaves intact the exiftting record of 
Richard Ha^ee's 11 for 102 at 
Dunedin in 1979-60 as the beat by 
a Kiwi bowler against the Windies 
in any Test, 

MALCOLM MARSHALL'S total of 
27 wickets (av 18.00) in the recent 
rubber is a new series record for the 
highest wicket-aggregate by a 
West Indian in any rubber, home or 
away, against New Zealand, streak¬ 
ing far ahead of the existing records 
of Sonny Ramadhin'S 20 wickets 
(av 15.80) in the 1965-56 rubber in 
New Zealand and Vanbum Holder's 
12 wickets (av 23.75) in the 1971- 


72 rubber in the Caribbean againsf 
the Kiwis. The corresponding re¬ 
cords for the highest wicket a^h^ 
gates by a New Zealander agatnsf 
the Windies: 27 wickets (av 17,70) 
by Bruce Taylor in the 1971-72 
rubber in West Indies, and 19 wick¬ 
ets (av 19.00) by Richard Hadlee in 
the 1979-80 rubber in New Zea¬ 
land. 

JEFF DUJON's 11 dismissals (all 
caught) in the recent rubber is a 
new series record for the most dis¬ 
missals by a West Indian wicket¬ 
keeper in any rubber on Caribbean 
soil against‘New Zealand, exceed¬ 
ing the previous best of 8 dis¬ 
missals (7 caught, 1 stumped) by 
Thaddeus Michael Findlay in the 


NEW ZEALAND- BATTING 


runs 

eacn tor Jndia (Sunil Gasaskar 106 
Tests) and Pakistan (WaSim Bari 81 
Tests), 4 from New Zealand (Cong- 
don 61 Tests) and one from South 
Africa (John Waite 50 caps). 

The list of 13 Windies players 
with 50 or more Tests: 110 caps 
Clive LLoyd, 93 Gary Sobers, 79 
each for Lance Gibbs and Rohan 
Kanhai, 77 Tests Viv Richards, 66 
each for Gordon Greenidge and Al¬ 
vin Kallicharran, 6£ Deryck Murray, 
59 Roy Fredericks, 55 Michael 
Holding, 54 Oes Haynes, and 51 
each for Joel Garner and' Frank 
Worrell 



T 

1 

NO 

R 

H6 

100 SOO’a 

Ct. St Avga. 

John Bncowoll 

1 

2 

1 

62 

26* 

w. 

— 

1 


52.00 

JoremyConoy 

4 

8 

1 

241 

83 

- 

2 - 

2 

- 

4820 

Jaff Crow* 

4 

7 

- 

262 

112 

1 

1 - 

8 

a. 

38,00 

Martin Crowa 

4 

7 


216 

188 

1 

— 

e 

- 

30 85 

John Wright 

4 

7 

- 

213 

64 

- 

2 1 

1 

- 

3042 

Richard Hadtaa 

4 

7 

1 

137 

39* 

- 

- . 

1 

- 

22 83 

GaoR Howarth 

4 

7 

- 

168 

84 

- 

1 - 

7. 

- 

22 57 

ian Smith 

4 

7 

1 

til 

S3 

- 

1 1 

7 

1 

1860 

Ewan Chatflald 

4 

6 

S 

13 

4* 


- - 

1 

- 

1300 

Sttphan Boock 

3 

4 

- 

28 

22 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

8.50 

Lanca Cairns 

2 

2 

- 

11 

8 


- 

- 

- 

5 60 

Darak Stiriifig 

1 

2 

- 

9 

6 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

4 50 

Kan Rutharford 

4 

7 

- 

12 

5 

- 

- 3 

1 

- 

1 71 

Gary Troup 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

TOO 

All Exiraa 

- 


- 

199 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Subaiituta 

- , 

, - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 



44 

73 

9 1652 

188 

2 

7 7 

32 

1 

25.81 


MALCOLM MARSHALL'S 7* for 
80 at Bridgetown is a new series 
record for the best innings bowling 
figures by a West Indian in any Test 
on Caribbean soil against New Zea¬ 
land, displacing the previous best 
of 5 for 59 by Inshan Ali at Port-of- 
Spain in 1971-72. However, it 
leaves intact the existing record of 
the Windies best against the Kiwis 
in any Test: 7 for 53 by Denis At¬ 
kinson at Auckland in 1955-56. 
The corresponding records for NZ 
va Wl: 7 for 74 by Bruce Taylor at 
Bridgetown in 1971-72 and 6 for 
68 by Richard Hadlee at Dunedin in 
1979-80. 

MALCOLM MARSHALL'S 11 for 
120 at Bridgetown is a new series 
record for the best match bowling 
aggregate by a West Indian in any 
Test, home or away, against New 
Zealand, overwhelming the pre¬ 
vious highest aggregate of 9 for 81 
by Sonny Ramadhin at Dunedin in 
1955-56 and match figures of 7 for 
158 by Inshan All at Port-of-Spain 
in 197.1-72. 

EWAN CHATFfm's tally of 10 
for 124 at Port-of-Spain represent 
tha baat iRptch fidurea by i^ew 
Zaafohder on’Qsriobean jw>il; forg- 

kiw is^ 4.1 


CENTURIES (2); 188 by Mtttin Cronn M Qaorgatown, and 112 by Jaff Crowa at 
Kingaton Highatt at otbtr vanuaa' 83 by Jaramy Conay at Bndgatown. and 84 by Jalf 
Crowa at Port-of-SpaIn 

CENTURY RARTNeRRHira |4|: 21012nd Wktl Howartb^lafl Crowa at Kingaton. 
142 ISth Wktl Matin Crowa-Conay, and 143 (7th Wktl Martin Crowa-Smith. both at 
Gaorgatown. and 109 (2nd Wktl Wright-Jaff Oowa at Port-ol-Spain Highaat alind at 
Bndgatown. 7 7 (8th Wkt| Cortay-eoook. 


NEW ZEALAND- BOWLING 
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S WKICrrS.^ AM rnmNOStS tor 73 by ChalRaM at Roct-of-Spam. Boat at othar 
vantNK 4 tor 63 M KbigatMi, S tor SS at SrMgaWWA. and 2 tor 32 at (toorgatewn. all by 
Hidlan. * 
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1971-72 rubber in the Caribbean. 
However, it leaves intact the exist¬ 
ing record for the most dismissals 
by a Windies keeper in any rubber, 
home or away, against the Kiwis, 
set up by Alfred Phillip Binns in the 
1955-56 rubber in New Zealand 
with 12 dismissals (10 caught, 2 
stumped) The corresponding re 
cords for NZ vs Wl, 12 dismissals 
(all caught) by Ken Wadsworth in 
the 1971-72 rubber in the Carib¬ 
bean, and 8 dismissal?(6 caught, 2 
stumped) by Barry (Vlilburn in the 
1968-69 rubber in New Zealand 

THE SECOND WICKET PART¬ 
NERSHIP of 210 runs ' between 
Geoff Howarth and Jeff Crowe at 
Sabina Park, Kingston, Jamaica, is 
a new record for this wicket- 
position for New Zealand in all Test 
Cricket, obliterating the previous 
best of 195 between John Wright 
and Geoff Howarth vs Pakistan at 
Napier in 19i'8 79 It is also, ob¬ 
viously enough, a new senes tec.orcl 
foi this wicket-position, wiping out 
the previous record of 1 39 for the 
second wicket between Glenn 
Turner and Bevan Congdon at Port 
of-Spain in 1971 72 

THE FIFTH WICKET PARTNER 
SHIP of 142 runs between M.irtin 
Crowe and Jeremy Coney iit 
Georgetown is a new series reroro 



Malcolm Marshall... highest wicket- 
aggregate for a West Indian against 
New Zealand 


for this wicket-position, rendering 
obsolete the previous record of 
110 between Brian Hastings and 
Victor Pollard at Christchurch in 
1968-69 


THE SEVENTH WICKET PART¬ 
NERSHIP of 143 runs bbtwiften 
Martin Crowe and Ian Smfth at 
Georgetown is a new series record 
for this wicket-position, toppling 
the previous record of 98 between 
Jeremy Coney and Richard Hadlee 
at Christchurch in 1979-80. 

THE THIRD WICKET STAND of 
185 runs between Gordon Green- 
idge and Richie Richardson of Port- 
of-Spain is a new series record for 
this wicket-position, nudging just 
ahead of the previous record of 174 
for the third wickgf between Sey¬ 
mour Nurse and Basil Butcher at 
Auckland in 1968-69. 

THE EIGHTH WICKET STAND of 
83 runs between Viv Richards and 
Malcolm Marshall at Bridgetown is 
a new series record for this wicket- 
position, overtaking the previous 
record of 75 for the eighth wicket 
between John Goddard and Sonny 
Ramadhin at Dunedin in 1955-56. 

THE NINTH WICKET STAND of 
70 runs between Malcolm Marshall 
and Joel Garner at Bridgetown is a 
new series record for this wicket- 
position, cancelling out the pre¬ 
vious record of 56 for the ninth 
wicket between David Holford and 
Vanburn Holder at Port-of-Spain in 
1971-72 
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If they get in 
way-too bad 


By f^avicl I'mcry 


C RAIG McDermott, 'u/w fast 
bowling scourge from Down 
Under, and Jeff Thomson, that 
more ancient affliction, were stroll 
mg out of the Taunton dressing 
room 

Australian Test batsman Greg 
Ritchie raised himself up on one el¬ 
bow 

Hey, fellas," he shouted to his 
two teammates. "What's got blond 
hair, four arms, four legs and an IQ 
of 60? . . 

"No? Well, It's )ust walking out 
the doors.. ." 

McDermott tells the story with a 
flashing gnn from a row of shark- 
white teeth 

"That's batsmen fbr you .. they 
think we all came out of the trees 
Maybe in my case they're right," ho 
says 

One conversation with the 
mighty Mac is enough to compre¬ 
hend that he rates batsmen some¬ 
what inferior to warm beer and fat 
women-particularly when they are 
on the receiving end of his 6ft 4in 
14 stone frame 

I love to scare them dizze," he 
says "My joy in life is to watch th¬ 
em jump about 

If they get in the way, it's too 
bad I'm not out there to make 
friends " 

Even allowing for his impressive 
physique, it sounds a bit like propa¬ 
ganda from a young man just three 
weeks beyond his 20th birthday- 
until you consider how he clinched 
his Test place against the West In 
dies last winter. 

McDermott, playing for Queens¬ 
land against Tasmania, found him¬ 
self bowling against his greatest 
friend, Danny Buckingham 

A wicked bouncer just short of a 
length poleaxed Buckingham with a 
blow under the chin. 

Two balls later, McDermott 
smashed Brian Davison's arm. 

"I was off my plaijet that day," he 
says with satisfaction. 

: ''Remnrse? You're kidding Each 
i'(Overleaf 








Why I want my England 
place back 


By Chris Tavare 



N othing would 

give nte greater 
pleasure than to win 
back my England 
place this summer 
and to see C hris 


Broad batting at the other end 


I batted my way out of the 
England team last summer in the 
Test against the Sri Lankans Now I 
mean to bat my way bark in again 


And on that fateful Saturd ly in 


I IKST I’I:KS()N 


August at Lords I felt (jarticuhily 
sorry for Chris He was very on 
fortunate to find himself out therr 
with me during that partnership 


when we were slow handclapped 
and barracked 

I knew after toiling for two hours 
foi 14 runs against a modest Sri 
Lankan attack I would lose my 
England place But Chris who had 
played very well during the series 
against the West Indies found him 
self a victim of circumstances by 
batting with me 

Chris had justified his move from 
Glour fcstei to Notts by forcing him 
self into the England side as opener 

Yet that one innings roulri have 
resulted in him being tagged with 
the same label as me when m fact I 
thought he played a lot better 

I ike me he missed last winter s 
trip to India and Australia and I ve 
had the awful feeling that I could 


CRAIG McDl RMOTT-. . 

time I just turned straight round and 
wf nt back to my bowling mark 
ready fo the next delivery 

Mind you being a gent he did 
poi> in to see Buckingham at lunc 
htime 

He was lying there on the phy 
sio s bent h with his net k em 3*^601 
in ICC Hi touldnt movt oi talk I 
asketl him if ho wanted some 
chewing gum but he wasn t too im 
pressetl 

MtOeimotts warlike insint ts 
rt I again when another express 
dt I Cl rv broke the right fo eirm ol 
bun I Its former ^tjt hitsmin 
Bn II H" 

'Aitli sueh perforrnanees it 
comt s as no great surpnse that the 
two g ejtest influences on McDer 
molt s t areet have been Thomson 
and Dennis I illee 

1 homson State captain handed 
Ml Dermott the new ball on his first 
appearance tor Queensland 

A typically generous gesture 
says Mac 

And Lillee concerned that Me 
Dermott s rampaging chest on 


.tyle was taking a premature toll of 
his body devised a three month 
weight tiaming schedule 

It means I can bowl faster foi 
longer says McDermott menac 
ingly 

When they tailed me into that 
Fourth Test with the West Indies I 
bowled foul hours non stop from 
luntf) till stumps-and still managed 
to telebrate until 4 30 the next 
morning 

Refreshingly McDermott a 
champion schoolboy athlete and 
formidable Rugby Union centre 
dot s not object to putting himself 
( n die IK eivintj end 

I bounced Malcolm Marshall and 
he bounc ed me back he says Th 
ey dor t come much faster than 
him but I rate myself as a useful 
bsisman 

When I look at the England side I 
guess Ian Botham and I could be m 
foi an inteiestinq summer 

The Aussies have nicknamed 
McDermott Billy The Kid 

By the end of this summers 
Ashes series the likes of Botham 
will prove if he IS man or myth 





Cfiris fat art 


have unintentionally contributed to 
what must have been a terrible 
disdpjjointrm nt for him 

He wotiltl piobably have been 
better off going out there and being 
(lismisied for a dm k rather than 
bring slut k m the mitfdle for a 
nightmare two hours while I played 
badly 

Whtn I was out that long walk 
bai k to the Lord s pavilion was the 
most depressing of my career 

Yet only a fortnight earlier after 
suttessfully returning to the Eng 
land team against the West Indies 
at the Oval I had been labelled as 
almost a certainly for the winter 
tour - possibly even as vice 
captain 

I had sunk from a complete high 
to a I omplete low Having re lived 
that Lord s same citcumstances 
again I would br more positive 

I appreciate that over the years I 
have played some marathon Test 
Innings which account for nic 
knames like the tortoise 

Kent fans having seen me in 
champions^iip and one day games 
must think however that I m some 
sort of Jekyll and Hyde character 
Yet It s not true I approach all my 
innings the same way according to 
the situation 

In county cricket a first innings 
score of about 300 might be 







Botham is a must for 
England’s Ashes fight 



By Chris Tavare 


I T HASbeen extraordinary to hear 
suggestions last winter that Eng¬ 
land have beenabetter side without 
Ian Botham 

For me, he simply has to be back 
in Test action against the Austra¬ 
lians'this summer 

I find It sad that while ian has 
been trying to take a deserved 
break from cricket people have still 
wanted to have a go at him What a 
pity they can't leave him alone 

Batting with Botham is tremen¬ 
dous for relieving Test match pres¬ 
sure because, once he is at the 
wicket, everyone’s eyes are on him 

I shall never forget that 1981 Old 
Trafford Test when we beat the 
Australians to retain the Ashes- 
batting with Ian in that match pro¬ 
vided me with rny most emotional 
experience in cricket - 

The whole atmosphere changed 
as he strode to the wicket to begin 
a partnership worth 149-my share 
was 28' 

It was electric out there from the 
moment Ian took strike and he 
makes it so easy to partner him 

He said "You're doing fine the 
way you are, I'll see what I can do 
my way ' His way was to attack the 
Aussies when they got hold of the 
new ball and he kept making the 
right comment during that partner¬ 
ship to keep me going 

Batting with Mike Brearley was 
somewhat different, but he also 


enough. But in Test cricket it's not, 
you need 400 plus and I've been 
very conscious of this demand and 
felt the pressure 

In the 24-match championship 
you will reckon to lose a few 
matches. In afive-orsix-Test series. 
It’s very difficult to come back from 
one down, and these are a couple of 
thoughts which have influenced 
the way I’ve played for England. 

Perhaps 1 should be more posi¬ 
tive, despite the greater risk, and 
appreciate that sQne days things 
wtll go well, on others it won't. 

^aSt winter's complete break 
ffojftV the game has helped me put 
,i^'sMnrt.mer'& disappointments be- 


managed to make me feel at home 
and at ease at the crease 

I obtained a BA degree in zoology 
at Oxford University but I never 
dreamed the subject could have an¬ 
ything to do with cricket. But in that 
same Old Trafford Test in '81, 
when I had been recalled by Eng¬ 
land, that was exactly the topic that 
Brearley brought up as we walked 
to the crease together 

Whether he raised the subject on 
purpose I don’t know But I had 
been very nervous and he helped 
me take my mind off the pressure 
of the game It was typical of Mike's 
ability as a leader 

His understanding of people was 
a great asset and he had the talent 


hind me 

And I have resolYed my situation 
with Kent by signing a new four- 
year contract which was offered 
last October after Chi is Cowdrey 
replaced me as captain 

I had asked Kent to release me 
from the remaining two years of my 
contract but they refused, which 
left me with little option but to sign 
the new contract The only other 
alternative was to retire from pro¬ 
fessional cricket 

I’m still only 30 and this summer 
I'm aiming to Strove that would ha./e 
been far too young an age to disap¬ 
pear from the first class game 


to communicate with colleaijues to 
get the best out of them 

Players coming into Tost cricket 
for the first time need encourage 
ment and guidance, that's why I 
was very foitunate that on my de 
but in 1980, Kent colleagues Alan 
Knott, Derek Underwoorl and Bob 
Woolmer were m the squad 

I ve always ha(t enormous le- 
spect for Knotty's professionalism 
and It was a great help to travel to 
the match with him 

Paul Downton, the successoi to 
Knott and Bob Tayloi as England s 
keeper, is blossoming as a batsman 
at international level and that 
comes as no surprise 

He forcetd his way into oui first XI 
at Sevenoaks School as a 14-veor 
old and his batting has developed 
since his move from Kent to Midd 
lesex in 1980 Because of our 
strength in batting at Kent his 
chances had been restnciPd hut 
now he is responding with good 
performances in all competition;' 

And another player among the 
runs IS Lancashire's ('naeme 
Fowler and nothing has pleased 
me more than to see him doing wi ll 
in recent Tests 

I frequently partnered Foxy at 
the start of an England innings one 
he often received cniicism bn oc 
mg too loose outside off stu'nn f»u: 
he has jiroved that it is not tmw you 
look that counts, but runs on the 
board 


VVliv I ivmil iiiv I ngLiiiil phu c... 
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Spot-The-Ball Contest...4 



\Creat 
^Feats of 
Indian 

Cricket 



Win sports books from Rupa's World of sports 
and subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 


1. First prize. 


2. Second prize. 


3. Third prize.... 


Sports books worth Rs.100/- 
and a yearly subscripfion to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs.50/* 
and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs.25/- 
and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 


4. PLUS Five consolation prizes. 

SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 


How to enter 

The hockey ball has been blanked 
out from the photograph All you 
have to do is to mark a cross (x) 
where you feel the ball is and send 
your entry to SPORTSWEEK-Rupa 
Spot-The Ball Contest. 4, 165-D 
J Dadajee Road, Tardeo, Bom¬ 
bay-400 034 along with the 
coupon printed alongside 
You can send as many entries as 
you like but each entry MUST be 
accompanied by the original cou¬ 
pon printed alongside Xerox 
copies of the coupon will not be en¬ 
tertained 

Employees of Inquilab Publications. 
Mid-Day Publications, Newsday 
Communications and Rupa & Co, 
Delhi, Allahabad, Bombay and 
Calcutta and their relations are not 
allowed to enter the contest 
In all matters, the decision of the 
editor IS final and no correspon¬ 
dence will be entertained 

Last date 

The last date of receiving entries 
is June 24,1985 and the results 
will be declared in the Sports- 
week issue dated July 10-16, 
1985. 

The winners will be supplied 
with a list of Rupa's sports books 
from which they can make their 
choice. 



Name; 


Address 


Dist:. State Pin 


T-Shirt-size: (incms) 


Hurry up, don't wait till the last date. 
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Gower expects 
Test scramble 


By Pat Gibson 



Mike Gatting strong claim to selection 


D avid gower 

predicts that 
the battle to play 
for England this 
summer will be 
)ust as exciting as 
the fight to regain the Ashes from 
Australia 

Gower, who was retained as 
captain for the One Day Interna 
tionals and the first two Tests after 
leading England to a 2-1 win in 
India last winter said There will 
be enough excitement in picking 
the side 

It will be a long battle deciding 
what IS the best 11 to represent 
England-but at least we have the 
scope to pick absolutely the best 
side available 

That was a reference to the fact 
that the 15 players suspended from 
Test cricket for three years for 
taking part in the "rebel’ tour of 
South Africe-including Graham 
Gooch and John Emburey-are now 
available again 

But Gower said "You cannot 
ignore the performances during the 
winter Mike Gatting, for instance, 
has given hwnaBlf one of the stron¬ 
gest claims to selection anyone has 
ever had and somebody tike Tim 
Rc^inson would be unlucky to miss 


What happened in India won t 
be forgotten-but obviously there is 
d lot of information to be gleaned in 
the next two or three weeks 

A number of places are going to 
be fought for very hard-especially 
the opening batsmen 


Gower himself, who has had two 
lean series as a batsman since 
taking over the captaincy against 
the West Indies and India, was in 
London to spearhead a million 
campaign by Wiggins Teape 

His duties will include entertain¬ 
ing customers during the six Tests 

As for Australia, Gower said’ "We 
have two reasonably well-matched 
sides and anyone who makes the 
mistake of underestimating them is 
going to come unstuck very quick¬ 
ly 

'I think they will put more faith m 
their pace bowling than their spin¬ 
ners and though they have losft 
Terry Alderman they have finished 
up with Jeff Thomson who, by all 
accounts, is as keen as ever to 
damage England's batting " 

Chief interest will centre on Craig 
McDermott, the 20-year-old fast 
bowler who is building his career 
around a fitness regime handed 
down by Dennis Lillee 

McDermott has recovered from a 
heavy cold, but Dave Gilbert, the 
other fast bowling prospect, is still 
down with flu 



/'m not a medkal mm but I reckon he’s got 
water on the knee! 
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My five clues to 

county 

title 
mystery 


By David Gower 


f ' ...I HAVE only one 

I piece of advice 
concerning this sum 
mer's Britannic Cou 
nty Championship; 
Don’t bet on it. 

The competition looks vyide 
open, and at least nine of the 17 
counties will have started with gen¬ 
uine hopes of the major prize in our 
domestic game. 

Of those nine, I would put four at 
slightly longer odds than the rest. 
Middlesex, as their captain Mike 
Getting has said, will do wall to fin¬ 
ish in the top five with all the likely 
Test calls on their players. 

Somerset, like Middlesex, are. 
more likely to win a one-day 
competition. But with West Indians 
Viv Richards and Joel Garner back 
and skipper Ian Botham raring to do 
well, they should finish higher than 
last season's seventh place. 

Sussex look good again, but 
much will depend on how reliable 
Pakistan all-rounder Imran Khan is 
•going to be. 

Surrey have been a reasonable 
side for several seasons, but they 
do not look ready for a champion¬ 
ship charge yet 

That leaves me with five to 
watch, and on past experience of 
my tipping ability, this will probably 
be the last you hear of these coun¬ 
ties all summer. 



Keith F1etcher...it will be difficult 
to beat Essex, the champs for the 
past two pears, while he Is in 
charge 

First you have to mention Essex, 
champions for the past two years, 
and a well-organised side. Graham 
Gooch and Neil Foster might be 
away with England, but they will al¬ 
ways be difficult to beat while Keith 
Fletcher is in charge. 

Notts will be up there again as 
well. Second last year, they have 
the remarkable all-rounder Richard 
Hadlee, plus a varied attack and 
plenty of batting. 

Kent will be useful again, but 
don't expect them to be hugely dif¬ 
ferent just because Chris Cowdrey 
has taken over from Chfis Tavare. 
They have a large powerful squad 
and paceman Graham Oilley, fit and 
at his best, is no doubt one of Eng¬ 


iPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 




David Gower..."Mp county Leices¬ 
tershire finished fourth last summer 
and aim to improve on that " 

land's finest fast bowlers and good 
performances will push him back 
into the Test reckoning 

Hampshire finished surprisingly 
low at 15th last summer, but they 
must do better with West Indians 
Malcolm Marshall and Gordon 
Greenidge returning. 

But Marshall needs support and\ 
much may depend on how well 
Cardigan Connor backs him up. 

Then there is my county Leices¬ 
tershire, of course. We finished 
fourth last summer and aim to im¬ 
prove on that. We have a lot of 
seam bowling (perhaps too much) 
in Jon Agnew, Gordon Ferris, Les 
Taylor, Gordon Parsons and Paddy 
Clift. 

Nick Cook'gives us balance with 
spin and hopefully myself, Peter 
Willey and the promising younger 
batsmen will provide enough runs. 

That's my top |ive, but don't ex¬ 
pect me to pick out one for the top, 
because so many factors such as 
Test calls, weather, injuries and 
form can tilt the balance. 

All that every professional player 
at all 17 counties can dp at tMs . 
stage is graft in the nqts' and 
upwards fora little ios^rajtfOnk-' 











A laundry bag doesn’t 
bowl a maiden over! 

By Frances Phil Edmonds 



Monsieur Phllhppe-Henrt Edmonds would mneralfy collapse on the bed 
complaining of a splitting headache after bowling 30-odd overg In the 
blistering heat 


M en as the 
conventional 
wisdom goes, are 
like small children 
or young animals 
Any deviant oehav 
lOur must be squash 
ed imme diately and ruthlessly 
Five months of hotel living has its 
inevitably bad effects on any man 
and members of the England crick- 
cricket team returning home after 
three months in India a month in 
Australia and a fortnight in Sharjah 
were no exception 

The realisation that Monsieur 
Phillippe Henri Edmonds was in 
need of a very short sharp shock 
dawned soon after Middlesex s ad¬ 
ditional pre season training cum 
golf week in La Manga, Spam He 
had spent a mere 12 days at home 
Since October 1984 

Requests for room service com¬ 
prising four Steak sandwiches to be 
eaten watching TV and early morn¬ 
ing tea at 7 30 a m were therefore 
initially accommodated 

Post La Manga the inevitable 
crunch came Until then Middlesex 
county cricket club had all their 
cricket gear dry cleaned gratis by 
Sketchleys It was a mutually bene¬ 
ficial arrangement 

Sketchley did all the dry cleaning, 
Middlesex did absolutely nothing 
It s the sort of deal Phil is very good 
at negotiating I often think he 
should represent the Latin Ameri¬ 
can Debtor countries at the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Funds interim 
committee 

During Phil s winter absence, ho¬ 
wever the deal collapsed It was 
therefore perhaps the Sharjah 
Inter-Continental laundry bag con¬ 
taining a cocktail of sweaty cricket 
socks, rancid jock straps and mil¬ 
dewed gold waterproofs left th¬ 
oughtfully outside the bedroom 
door and marked rush job" that 
precipitated the return to our nor¬ 
mal state of mantai Star Wars 

I possess neither small children 
nor young animals and have there¬ 
fore forgotten- which category is 
supposed to gj^t ns nose rubbed in 
rt. But whan deeling with a 
Chcketerof approximate- 

uihvs^nIiwhc 4 iseii 


ly twice your body weight it is 
difficult to apply the same criteria 

It IS of course a question of get¬ 
ting used to living with someone 
after a lengthy separation True I 
did spend six weeks of the tour in 
India but that hardly constituted a 
holiday together 

The team would leave early every 
morning and return about teatime 
Phil would generally collapse on thp 
bed releasing his surgical corset 
worn to obviate any back problems 
and complaining of a spliting hea¬ 
dache after bowling 30-odd overs 
in the blistering heat 

Ours IS probably the only mar- 
nage where the husband wears the 
corsets and suffers from the hea¬ 
daches (no letters, please) 

Peace will soon return April until 
September is spent by Phil mainly 
racing up and down the motorway 
to such exotic locations as Old 
Trafford and Headingley 

Mrs Connolly (who looks after 


the Edmonds household with the 
laconic affection of one used to 
dealing with nutters) and I Will use 
the time gradually to mislay the 
Pandora s Box of cricket horribilia 
which Phil carted back from tour 

Things like engraved ashtrays 
from Poona, autographed boomer 
angs from Sydney, unintelligible 
scripts from the United Arab Emir 
ates probably advising you to flog 
your wife to within an inch of hnr 
life if ever you catch her in bed in 
the afternoon with a hotrle of bub 
blyf 

Oh well Its all very nice I ‘u(> 
pose but not exactly the high life 

Apart from watching Dynasty 
and drinking bubbly I work part 
time as a conference interpreter 

I have a ton of documents to 
read a trilingual vocabulary to com¬ 
pile, and a plane to catch-yet what 
IS all that compared to a straight 
crease in immaculate whites for the 
next match versus Yorkshire^ 
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Janished- 
East Bengal’s 
golden goose 


J AMSHED NASSm The gentle 
giant East Bengal. The Iranian 
striker of the champion dub of India 
has got the ability to venture mto an 
uncharted course on the field and let 
hose hose a volley that could make 
a goalkeeper forget his profession 


He IS one of the three Iranians 
who came to study at Ahgarh Univ¬ 
ersity and stayed back to play 
soccer in Calcutta. Since then, the 
■total transfer money that these th¬ 
ree ask IS as expensive and powerful 
as their play 

Math Bhaksar has slipped mto 
the darker recesses of single-only 
bars, while there is hardly any news 
of Khahari But a is Jamshed who 
has been keeping their brand of 
soccer still going on 

He does not have the good- 
looking features of Majid, nor the 
sturdy muscle bound limbs of Kha- 
bozi. But one feels he embodies the 
qualities of the other two players tn 
the right proportions, plus his ingen 
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U'tv Maybe that is why he has come 
•thiough unscathed 

The thick bristling moustache, a 
curly mop that never seems to be 
groomed and the brown-black eyes 
that are never still 

East Bengal and coach Pradeep 
Kumar Banegee must thank their 
stars (never mind if the bank balance 
IS a little poorer) for having Jamshed 
in their ranks Jamshed was weaned 
away tram Mohd Sporting this sea¬ 
son and P K s boast of "taking the 
Federation Cup '85 came true 

Jamshed was the man who 
scored the only goal last year in 
Mohd Sporting's victory in the Fe 
deration Cup. and it was Jamshed 
again, who score the only goal (1st 
half extra time) that enabled East 
Bengal hit the huge glittering trophy 
and be named the Champion Club of 
India • 

In the fourth minute of extra time. 
Debastsh Roy came towards the 
Mohun Bagan goal and punted the 
ball to Jamshed. who settled himself 
with the bolt for just a froctiorr of a 
second on top of the Began box and 
let go on helluva shot that blurred 
high into the right sidejaf the box. 


Jamshed NassIrL.hfs boots never fail to spin-magic 

and one felt that had there been two 
goalkeepers instead of Jagdish Gh 
osh they still would not have stood a 
chance 

That IS Jamshed One opportunity 
One small chance and he grabs it 
with both feet One remembers the 
gentle giant m last year's Rovers 
Cup football semis in Bombay, when 
Mohd Sporting met debutants Mar- 
rnagoa Port Trust Goa. He blazed a 
scorcher low and knowing the ball 
will settle m the net, turned away 
with certainty But Arthur Correa 
Custodian executed one of the most 
brilliant saves, diving almost impos¬ 
sibly and collecting Jamshed turned 
and trotting back to Arthw patted 
him his face registering disbelief 
and awe at the same time 


Dilemma over 
fan-fencing 


Honour for 
P.K. Banerjee 


A nd talking about football, and 
East Bengal's 1-0 over Mohan 
Bagar victory m particular m the 
Federation Cup. you just can t miss 
out the fact that it was mainly due to 
PK 's exemplary performance as 
coach of the team that did the trick 

And now. after his victory', the AH 
India Football Federation (AfFF) has 
honoured this former Olympian by 
making him the chief coach of the 
Indian team for the Asian Games to 
be held at Seoul next year. 


W HEN THE noting fans at th 
Kenilworth Road stadiun 
clashed with the police last monti 
during the FA match between Lutoi 
and Millwall, the FA authontie. 
wanted a resolution to be paseei 
during an emergency meeting n 
fence all fans , 

■ Last week, had this resolutioi 
been passed and had the Bradforc 
City stadium been fenced, the fm 
which broke there would havt 
claimed more lives than the 53 re 
corded 

The fans would have hadnowhert 
to run, if they were fenced ip, anc 
one shudders to think anymort 
about It. 

FA secretary of. course shoulc 
have the last word on this: 

Said Ted Croker: “Clubs with 
fences that cou^ prevent fans get¬ 
ting onto the pilch m an emergency, 
would be vulnerable to even greater 
tragedy. I dread to think what the toll 
might have been had the fans not 
been able to cfarpber onto the pitch. 
Obviously, these tragic events rnusf 
motivate a comphteTy Pew kind.dt 
thinking about die, $afiSPy »Sb0al^jM 


perimeter fenemg, 










Goidcn haired 
bo\; is angelic 
no more 


D ennis LILLEE. m the hrst 
chapter of his book 'Over and 
Out' (serialised exclusively on pages 
26-28) says of his former skipper 
Kim hughes when he (Hughes) told 
Lillee that his bowling days were 
numbered: 

"...the opinion of Kim Hughes-a 
man whose Judgement I 'd never re 
spepted anyvyay-was not going to 
be an overriding influence (to re¬ 
tire).. " 



Kim Hughes... money conscious 
now 

Lillee saw through the blond skip¬ 
per long before the Australian Crick¬ 
et Board did when they elected him 
to skipper the Aussie side against 
the Calypso cavaliers. 

dive Lloyd's team lynched the 
Aussies Down Under and Kim 
Hughes went home crying and snif¬ 
fling and the ACB had to rearrange 
their judgement and appoint Border 
as skipper for the next two Tests of 
the same series. 

Kim Hughes, then knew that his 
olaying days were kaput and he 
turned his eyes on the apartheid 
rands. Last week he told the Fourth 
Estate that his Ib^lty to establish- 
mentcrickjatmearji. nothing. ■ 

''^ firidhties navy lie with ensur- 
tf^c of my 


family...^', he said. He continued tht 
ha disagreed with apartheid but he 
believed that by going to play m 
South Africa, he would come back a 
better person and would help him 
understand the problems better 
Now, this IS a poor justification for 
playing in a country that has forgot¬ 
ten humane values. It is also poor 
justification for making tainted mon¬ 
ey. 


Hadlee— 
rarin' to go 


R ichard hadlee, the Kiwi 

speedster cannot be tied down 
Everybody thinks that Hadlee, the 
most influential player m English 
country cncket. is a little jaded after 
New Zealand's disastrous tour of 
the Canbbeans. recently 

But wan a. minute Hadlee is the 
man who will not let a Intlo jaded- 
ness come m between him .md n 
couple o' dozen wickets in the cur¬ 
rent county season 

And right now, he is sharpening 
his talons an riie led leather and is 
rarin to go for gold and nothing else 

And the fears of Noihinghamshire 
are finally j.iut to zest they were 
apprehenswe about Richard hadlee 



this season. But (hey. shou/p not 
have bothered to exefci^ 'their - 
fears. Hadlee is their star thib sea¬ 
son. 

"I'm simply looking forward to en¬ 
joying my cricket again after the Car¬ 
ibbean series which was a battle¬ 
field. " 

Just goes to show the determina¬ 
tion wnh which Hadlee goes about 
his business, which ultimately leads 
one to the fact that he is arguably 
the game s best allrounder. 


1 1 iM fi r 
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1 gets the worst 


JX W KANMAOIKAR. li 
tary of the Board For 
Cncket (BCCI) in India was 
bare of the essentials by s 

e sec re- 
'ontrol of 
stripped 
ome mis 



A.IV. Kanmadtkar... 
twice next time 


win think 


Richard Hadlee... the Caribbean 
tour has not fazed him 


creams m the office of the Madhya 
Pradesh Cncket Association m In 
■■■•'<> last week and locked in the 
ho 

And this embarassing position 
lA'iJs accentuated by the fact that th 
ere a black eye to go with it 

Being a peace maker is a difficult 
job m these difficult times He tned 
to make too hot-headed groups see 
reason and in the bargain became 
the butt of their collective anger 

Kanmadtkar will think twice, one 
supposes, when next time he sees 
two warring groups make merry 
with fists and words. 

One bitter lesson is enough to last 
one painful lifetime. 


2? 
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THE CRE/IT MUTCHES 


U Ik’' V V 


Seven balls which 


put Wes 
in Hall 
of Fame 

i-Jy Christopher Hilton 

ACROSS FIVE complete days - minus four minutes - Australia had 
been playing out an amazing Test against the IVest Indies at Brisbane in 
December. 1960. 

fhc West Indies batted first and made 453. Au.stralia replied with 505. 
Then U/fsf Indies made only 284. 

It left Australia needing 233 to win in 312 minutes on the fifth day. 
They were 92 for six. then recovered to 226 for seven, but it had taken a 
long time... 


T Ht SHADOWS weio spieading 
luHti.'iiis uK.ross tho ground 
'■'irciiigh ihein vvulkinij slowly to 
i aim tMusolt, i)(oaihing deeply 
vVesiey H.ill moved to the end ot his 
run lip 

it V'.,):-, .1 loii.i way to go He; was 
the Ijstest bowler in the world He 
Vi/as wearing a rross on a chain 
and, as ho moved, he kept touching 
It 

He irauset) foi an instant at the 
beginning of his run-u() aware of 
fvrey imrtlicdfion Aufdralia needed 
SIX luits to win and had three 
vvK keis Irrtt 

I his was the last over That run¬ 
up meant he took a lot longer than 
the lour minutes left to get through 
an over, particularly the eight-ball 
'Xustialian over 

Then Hall flowed in to bowl to 
Wal'v Cuout, a natural late-order 
balsiti/in The ball reared and hit 
Drout nn thi! thigh. 

As '.\e tioubled up in agony he 
saw <jm apparition Richie Benaud 
sprinting towards hirn from the 
aon-stnkers end for a desperate, 
suicidal .singlo 

Benaud didn't call. That would 

IM 


have instantly alerted tho litrlders 
The ball had fallen beside Grout 
Any of three lielriers coiiUI have got 
It •- if they had seen or heaid what 
Benaud was tfoing 


And that was the first ball ot the 
ovei Australia five to win, three 
wickets 

In came Hall ^gain 1 7 strides He 
had been ordered by his captain 
Frank Worrell not to,bowl bouncers 
but he risked one against Benaud, 
W'ho had scored 52 in 1 36 rninutes 

Benaud, concentrating hard 
hadn't expected one, but as he 
picked It up he tried a savage hook 
for four ■ ■ virtually to win the ntcitch 
He felt a "sharp touch on tho 
gloves 

Gerry Alexander, the wicket 
keeper, caught it And flung the ball 
high in the air to colebraie 

Hall, driven by the impetus of his 
iLin up in an air at toss rhi> square. 
Pivoted biiyed an appeal Out 

Woiroll I thourjht I tola you not 
to bowl a bouncer' 

Hall 'Bui I got him dirin't H" 

Wofrell That snot thr; point* 

And that was the second ball ot 
the over Ausfialia fivi? to win two 
-wicket.'- 

Ian Meckift next in and suddenly 
releaserf fiom pacing up and down 
111 the [javilion. was not a batsman, 
nr even near one He walkec! 


Benaud made it. Grout made it 



The camera captures a piece of history in the maktng-Meck0 run ! 

the only tied Test match ■■■■ 






cautiousty, almost ratuctantly, to 
i!n->)vicket. 

Ha took guard. In came Hall, flow¬ 
ing across the grass. Meckiff drove 
,it hard but Hall sprang at it, fielded it 
safely. No run. 

In came Hall, the cross and chain 
flapping and beating at his chest - 
and bowled wide down the leg side. 
It went harmlessly through to 
Alexander 

But Grout had seen how far back 
Alexander was standing and set off 
from the non-striker s end to steal 
an outrageous single Meckiff, star¬ 
tled, began a wild dash up the 
wicket 

• Alexander wildly flung the ball 
and It reached Hall. He turned and 
shied at the stumps with Meckiff 
out of his ground The ball missed 
Alf Valentine, backing up, had to 
dive to stop four over throws 

And that was the fourth ball of 
the over Australia four to win, two 
wickets 

Grout now had strike In came 
Hall and Grout moved into position 
for the bouncer, didn't get one, and 
the ball went off the top edge to 
Rohan Kanhai at backward square 
leg He was under’ it He waited 
Easy 


Hall, seized by the moment, lost 
control. He charged . towards 
Kanhai, jumped across him to make 
the catch himself - and the bait fell 
harmlessly down. 

The crowd, on their feet, roared. 
The players' balcony vyas a chaos 
of tension - and wild release. Grout 
and Meckiff, largely unnoticed, had 
crossed for the single. 

And that was the fifth ball of the 
over. Australia three to win. two 
wickets. 

In came Hall, his shirt loose now 
and billowing behind him. Meckiff 
gambled like a tail-ender, took a 
good old swing at it, hit it in the 
middle, and the ball sailed hand¬ 
somely towards the mid-wicket 
boundary. No fielder stood there. 

The match was over. It had been 
good while it lasted, wonderfully 
good, what a finish - and what a 
way to finish it. cleanly, with a 
whopping four. 

But by some freakish oversight 
the grass hadn't been mown out 
there and the ball slowed and 
slowed and come peacefully to rest 
a foot from the boundary, closely 
followed by a panting Conrad 
Hunte 

The batsmen had turned for the 



WEST INOlES FirM Innings 


C Hunte c Bfcnjud h Dtfvirison ?4 

C Smith f G'^out t> OjVHi$ion 7 

R Kanhai r. Grout b O.uvictson 1B 

G Sohnr*. c Kline b MeckiH 132 

k Woffoll c Grout t) DavffJsun b5 

J Solomon hit wkt b Simpaon 65 

PI a^hley c Grout l» Klinr 19 

f Alexander c Dovid»or> b Kline 60 

S Ramadhin c Harvey b Davidbon 12 

W Hail St Grout bKlino 50 

A Valanitne nor out 0 

Lb3,Wl 4 

Total 453 


FAl.L-23.42 65.239.243,283 347 366.452 

BOWLING'Davidson 30 2 135 5, Meckift 
18-0*129 1 Maokay 3-0*15 0. Benaud 24 3-93-0, 
Strrtpson 8 0-25 1 Kline 17 6 6-52 3, 


Second Innirvgt 

C Hurtle c Simpson bMackay . 39 

C Smith c O'Neill b Davictson 6 

B Kanhai t Grout b Oavidson 54 

G Sobers b Oavidaort 14 

f Worrell c Grout b Davidson 6b 

J Solomon Ibw Simpson 47 

P Lashlev b Oavidaort 0 

F Alexander bBanaud 5 

S Ramadhin c Harvey b Simpson 6 

W Hail b Oavidion 16 

AVaientmenotout 7 

Bt4.Lb7.W2 . 23 

Total . . 284 


AUSTRALIA-Firti Inrdnga 

C McDonald c Hunte b Sobers S 7 

R Simpson b Ramadhin 92 

N Harvey b Valentine 15 

N O'Neill c Valentine b Hall 161 

LFavellrunout 45 

K Mackey b Sobers 35 

A Davidson c Alexander b Hall 44 

fl Benaud Ibw Hall 10 

W Grout Ibw Hall 4 

I Meckiff run out 4 

L Kline not out 3 

B2Lb8.W1.Nb4 15 

Total 505 

FALL-B4. 138. 194. 278. 381. 469, 484, 489. 
496 

BOWUNG-HaM 29.3M40-4. Worrell 
30 0-93 0 Sobers 32-0 115 2. Valentine 
24 6-82-1, Ramadhin 15-1-60 t 

Second InrHnga 

C McOonaid b Woriell 16 

R Simpson c sub (Gibbs) b Hall .. 0 

N Harvey c Sobers b Hall ... 5 

N ONaiil c Alexander b Hail 26 

L Favell c Solomon b Hall 7 

K Mackey b Ramadhin 28 

A Davidson runout 80 

RSenaudc Alexander b Hall ... 52 

W Grout run out ... 2 

I Meckiff run out 2 

L Kline not out 0 

B2.Lb9,Nb3 . , . 14 

Total .... 232 


fJttt-13.88.114.17. 210,210, 24t,250. 253 FAIH, 7.49.57.92.228.228.232 



BOWLINO-Halt 17 7 3-63-5, Wormll 16-3-41-1. 
Sob«ri 8-0-30-0, Valentina 10-4-27-O. Aanwdhtn 
17-3-57-1 

Uiymms; C Hov. C j Edgar 



lVe» Hail... fastest howler in 
the world 

third - and winning - run as Hunte 
grabbed the bjill and threw, all in 
one fluid movement. He was 90 
yards from the slumps and he 
needed - absolutely - to put the ball 
straight into Alexander's gloves to 
run Grout out 

Grout flung himself at the crease 
and reached it flat on his belly But 
the throw had come like a bolt from 
a crossbow and Alexander had 
smashed the stumps with the ball 
in a ferocious flourish 

Grout, dusty, dirty and shaken, 
run out two 

And that was the sixth ball of the 
over. The first two runs counted 
The scores were level, one wicket 

Lindsay Kline, the last man, made 
the loneliest journey a man could 
make After he had taken guard 
there was an absolute, astonishing, 
total silence 

In came Hall, this ebony man, 
shirt dishevelled - but still, in his 
18th over, smooth, still making the 
ball do90 miles an hour 

It pitched middle and leg and 
Kline stabbed it towards forward 
short leg. The crowd shrieked: Go 
for the winning run' Go for the 
winner* 

Both batsman did. They had 
crossed as Joe Solomon picked up 
the ball and threw exactly side-on 
to the stymps. it meant he had only 
one stump to air at. 

Meckiff was two desperate 
paces from home, lunging, reaching 
out for It with his bat. As he dipped 
to make it the ball scattered the 
stumps. 

I. Meckiff. run out 2. 

And that was the seventh ball of 
the over - and the only Test matcf 
which has ever been tied 

NEXT WEEK: The hero of the 
longest day 

25 
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Back From 
The Dead 

By Dennis Lillee 



I T WAS a sunny 
enough afternoon 
in September, 
1983, when I ar- 
nved at Perth s 
WACA ground for 
the meeting I d 
been told by West Australian 
captain Kim Hughes that 't 
was to be an occasion for the 
senior players to discuss prospects 
for the approaching season That 
being so, I ejected Rod Marsh, 
Bruce Laird, Graeme Wood and 
Greg ShippercMill senior players 
certainly-to be there But no, it was 
just Kim and I 

I didnt realise immediately that 
Kim had intended it to be so But as 
It turned out, he had a few things to* 
say to me and he wanted them said 
in private Fair enough He was. 


after all, the State captain and as a 
player I was duty-bound to listen to 
whatever he had tc Cm/ 

It became abundantly clear to me 
during the conversation that Kim 
thought I had lost more than merely 
some of my hair He said he thought 
It wise to tell me at the start of the 
season that he didn t expect me to 
play a very major role that summer 

His reasons were well-founded I 
was getting older, he said I had lost 
my pace, he said I would probably 
have to bowl into the wind at first 
change, he said At this point I inter¬ 
jected 

What do you mean?' I asked 
Are you talking as the Australian 
captain about what my role in the 
Test matches will be? Or are you 
talking about my role in the W A 
side? 


'Oh no. I'm not talking about the 
Australian side I m talking about 
W A, he replied So', Kim contin¬ 
ued, as you are getting older, III be 
looking for you to bowl your 15 or 
so overs in an innings and maybe 
finish with 2-45 If you can do that 
for me, III consider you ve done a 
good job 

Kim wont on and on but what he 
was virtually saying was Fot old 
boy I think you ve just about had it 
Maybe vou still have a little to offer 
here and there but by and large it s 
nearly all over for you 

He didn t realise how close to the 
mark he was It had been my firm 
intention to retire at the end of the 
previous season when the English¬ 
men were in Australia I didn t and I 
put in a lot of blood sweat and 
tears oreparing for the 1983 84 
Tests against Pakistan and the en¬ 
suing one day senes against the 
Pakis and the West Indies 

Neither was the opinion of Kim 
Hughes-a man whose judge¬ 
ment I'd never really respected 
anyway-going to bo the overrid¬ 
ing influence. And the opinions of 
the press were not going to sway 
mo a centimetre one way or 4he 
other 

Headlines calling for my sacking 
and enforced retirement had tie- 
come old hat They annoyed me 
without worrying me Cricket 
writers are so often wrong that on 
the rare occasions their judgement 
IS vindicated they consider them¬ 
selves in the oracle class In fact 
the anti-Lillee outpourings in the 
press only spurred me on And if 
you think it was intended that way, 
forget it 

I'd felt the cutting edge of the se¬ 
lectors' axe, for the first time in my 
career, during the World Cup senes 
in England in 1983 I didn't like it 
and I felt I'd been treated shabbily 
My figures in the previous game 
had been no worse than any other 
Australian bowler's. Viv took us by 
the scruff of the neck and beat our 
brains out It was a vary chastat^^ ^ 

SPoMtyvimm tlMieiir 








experience and I auese someone's 
heM had' to roll* to satisfy the 
blood-lust of the critics back home, 
ft was mine. 

The team for the next match was 
announced and I wasn't in it. It was 
there and then, on a dark and gray 
English morning that I started my 
mental and physical preparation for 
the next summer against Pakistan. 

I had set my sights on playing ail 
five Tests against the Pakis, regard¬ 
less, of what Hughes thought and 
regardless of what the press said. I 
was determined to go out on centre 
stage, rather than fade away in the 
wings. While my words and mis¬ 
deeds had often landed me in the 
soup, riobody-but nobody-would 
ever be able to suppress my deter¬ 
mination and will to win. 

Sure, I was a bit older. Even 
Hughes got that right. He said. I'd 
tost some pace. Right again, Kim. 
But I'll be damned if I was goin^ to 
accept bowling 15 or so overs into 
the wind. First change for W.A.? It 
wasn't going to end that way. No 
■ wayl 

Looking back on my career now, I 
guess I really had a mental full- 
dress rehearsal >for my retirement 
day many years ago. I refer to my 
back injury, which, at the time, 
seemed to cost me an arm and a leg 
as well. I was sidelined for a season, 
as a bowler anyway. I had a number 
of stress fractures in my back and 
for a season I was confined to bat¬ 
ting at grade level in Perth. 

It went through two operations, 
that knee, and after the second I 
was being written out of the script 
again. Even Richie Benaud, S mate 
and wise counsellor over many 
years and a critic not given to extrs- 
vagant predictions, wrote my epi¬ 
taph. I'll never forget the news¬ 
paper headline: "Goodbye Dennis - 
not even you can overcome this 
one." It was Richie Benaud talking. 
He said I wouldn't make it back. He 
could have easily been right 

It's history now that I tried to 
come back too soon in a Shield 
match, trying desperately to get 
back in the Test team before the 
series against England finishsd.Had 
. I made it I may well have done 
what some people wanted: retired. 

Maybe-just may -be-if they 
hadn't dropped me after the belting 
Viv Richards gave us all. I'd have 
seen out that series and announced 
rr^ retirement from big-time cricket 
: before Pakistan, arrived on whaf 
turned out lot them, to be a singu- 
:larfy. iU-fsted toiir. But no, with a 
mentel twb-finger geaturs to my 
host of.kno^rs, t. came 


PRBWtBlaTHAT 
UUBEW«IU7lSnlf*' 
WAfntwEseeM 
fBWorweHT.- 




The prospect of fighting my way 
back into a Test team likely to be 
captained by a bloke who was plan¬ 
ning to bowl me first change for 
W.A. was less than encouraging. 
But I figured I could make it 

On that score, I sought the opi¬ 
nion of entrusted colleagues who 
would not mince words. At 34, a 
fast bowler does not want to hear 
sweet nothings whispered in his 
ear. He wants the truth, and if the 
truth happens to be brutal, then th¬ 
at's how it must be. 

But the. verdict was good. Yes, th¬ 
ey said, W.A. still needed me. I was 
an asset to the side, not a passeng¬ 
er. It was then a questions of how 
the national selectors, one of whom 
(Lawrie Sawle) was from WA.. 
would feel when first Test time 
came around. 

It is always easy in retrospect, 
when a side touring Australia has 
been beaten, to say we were al¬ 
ways going to have their measure. 
No-one was prepared to say we 
were always going to have their 
arrival early in November, 1983. 

What nobody really predicted 
was the enormous difference the 
absence of the injured Imran Khan 
would make to Pakistan. 

A fit Imran is according to me un¬ 
questionably the finest all-round 
cricketer in the world. But he aor 
nounced on his arrival in Australia 
that he had no chance of bowling in 
the first two Tests and if he played 
at all in those games it would be as 
a batsman. As it turned out, Imran 
did not bowl a bail in Australia. It 
left the Pakistan selectors with cur¬ 
ried egg all over their tecea and 
eventually exposed the amazing si- 
'tuation whereby sport not only 
mixes with pdlitics m that country 
{but iadombiated by it 


Imran's absence as strike bowler 
and inspiring leader in Australis de¬ 
moralised Pakistan, which was 
most unfortunate. The Australian 
selectors, though, weren't to know 
that, when they considered the 
candidates for the first Test in' 
Perth. Only the best team would do. 

I made that team. 

To my eternal surprise, Hughes 
gave me use of the new ball. He ex¬ 
plained it later as a horses-for- 
courses decision. I knew conditions 
in Perth better than anyone else so 
it was only logical I should gat the 
new ball. Good thinking, Kim. 

I took only one wicket for the 
match but I reckoned I bowled as 
well as I have at any time in my car¬ 
eer. And so to Brisbane. All of a sud¬ 
den, I found myself fourth bowler 
into the attack and into the wind 
and up the hill, too. When Hughes 
finally tossed me the ball, I f^t flat.' 
After doing my thing first all those 
years, it was hard to make the ad¬ 
justment. I thought I had servedi 
pretty well over the years and I felt- 
that my bowling in Perth was as 
good as ever. I was as fiat as yester¬ 
day's beer and I bowled accord¬ 
ingly. I got only two overs in the se-. 
cond innings before the rains came' 
and (you guessed it) out came the 
knives again. No way can Lillee play 
in Adelaide. He's finished now. 

While I was picked in the team 
for Adelaide, there was still much 
speculation as to whether or not I 
would be carrying the drinks. Sure¬ 
ly, we must have a spinner in the 
side, said the all-knowing press. Th-. 
ley may have been .right of course, 
'but firstly you must have a spinner 
jgood enough. 

Certainly, the Pakistanis didn't 
enjoy the pace bowling in the first 
.two Testa, and while it was true tfw.' 

. at 



pitches helped us a great deal. Why 
change a winning combination? 

The problem was resolved when 
Carl Rackemann broke down in the 
bheffield Shwid match against 
N.S.W, and, all of a sudden, I found 
the new ball back in my hand. 

Adelaide, taking 
6/171 for the match, and from then 
on I felt as though I would finish the 


season well. In Melbourne I took 

the final 

Test, I took eight, giving 20 for the 
series, which isn't bad for an old fel¬ 
low. 

Naturally, the final Test was a 
very memorable one for me. They 
were five very crowded days. So 
much happened up there in Sydney 
that the situation began to divorce 
Itself from reality. First Greg Chap- 


It 


■ Hughes and Lillee leave the field ofbattk 
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OK pel retired: Then I retired, thdn 

w Greg went out to play one of the 

grandest innings of even his incom- 
parable career. Then Rod Marsh 
g (Who hates to be left out of anyth- 
jy tng) chipped in his 355th Test vic- 
jq tim-by marvellous coincidence, my 
own tally of wickets. And on top of 
:e ® '*''00 a Test match which 

g at the end of the fourth day seemed 

doomed to a draw. 

“1 .. plenty of time to 

think It over, I can’t really describe 
what It's like to leave the Test arena 
for the last time after a career like 
I ve enjoyed. Maybo-a spasm of sor¬ 
row just a twinge, as I walked from 
the Sydney Cricket Ground. More, I 
think, a feeling of great relief. So- 
rnething like coming out of the 
clouds. It was all over for Dennis 
Keith Lillee. A little later, perhaps 
than Kim Hughes had envisaged' 
but over jusf the same The pres¬ 
sures had gone. 

A mate ptioned me next day and 
reckoned it had been a fairytale 
ending And I suppose, on leflec- 
tion. It was I had trouble getting my 
mind back on to the job after the re¬ 
tirement announcement Even 
I when I was bowling in the Pakistan 
second innings I was quite 100 per 
. cent aware of the job m hand. until 
I had a look at the scoreboard 

^ match. I told 
myself The opposition are five 
down and you haven t taken a 
wicket yeti I finished with 4/88 
and happily, took a wicket with my 
final deliveiy in a Test match. 

My mate on the phone was right. 

It was a fairytale ending What fol- 
owed was unreal, too it was to be 
the last time that Greg, Rod and I 
would be in the rooms after a Test 
match as players 

arranooH®^‘?"f been 

arranged at two venues and we» 

were to stick together like the 7th' 
Cavalry at the Little Bighorn The 
first, a pub, was well-organised, but 
fragmentation set in and we arrived 
at the second in twos and threes. 

i °''' t'P-toe at the door 

looking about for 

Jnw 11 ^ ^ ^'"9®'' tapped 

my shoulder and a voice said: "Ex¬ 
cuse me, weren't you Dennis Lil- 
hrlowi around to face a 

Lawson. 

Cheeky bugger. You'd think he'd 
have given the corpse time to grow 
cold, wouldnt you? 

_ 

Australia 
South Wales. Aval- 
^ble in Bombay at Marine 

pSrtl'*' (North) (Near 

bay 21.“*** Dada/Bom- 







Basant Singli ••• on his 
way to winning the 
400ni hurdles 
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KAMLESH MEHTA 

Toil and sacrifice 
spell success 

By Kumar Krishnan 


I T IS 7 30 in the 
morninq Kamlesh 
Mehta arr.ves at 
the P J Hindu 
Gymkhana for his 
normal daily 

training Ht* commences with a 
warm up comprising slow running 
(allibthenirs shoit sprints The 
whole exerrisp takes about 40 
minutes He rests foi about 10 
minutes before bt ginning his on 
the table prar tire His fai e acquires 
a grimmer disposition and is 
(jeared u(j with one pointed 
oncentration to tht task on hand 
The session gets underway 

He unleashes his wide icpertoirt 
of strokes deft services viciouo 
topspine defeni ivp jabs idioit 
(hanejes in pate delicate loops 
punitive smashes amazing retiie 



hamlcsh Mehta a wMe repertoln 
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vals all executed to perfpc tion 

This IS followed by an hour of 
Yoga exercises before he winds up 
his morning session That is Kam 
lesh Mehta reigning national table 
tennis champion and skipper of the 
Indian contingent that fmished a 
rreditable 12th at the 38th World 
Table Tennis f harnpionship at 
Gothenburg 

Kamlesh is short rather frail and 
there is a boyish innoconcr about 
his fate But once n the playing 
arena fie moves with amazint} 
t elerity and the pugnacity of spirit 
e'faces out of tfie puny exterior 
Bereft of thf ,)ir-> of a i Inmpion 
Kam'esh is soft spoken and warm 
in his mannt o 

Kamlesh is a Rombayite in the 
sense thill fii was bom and reared 
n Bombay Hr did his schooling at 
the St Joseph High School Wada 
la 

Th( vouiKjc St of Ihrce sons and a 
dautjhter of Navinchandra Mt hta a 
tiader in spu f s Kamlesh was born 
on May 1 1960 It was when he 
joined the Matunga Gymkhana 
exactly a decade aftei his birth that 
the seeds of the budding ch impion 
were fust sow 

Initially I was totHlIy ignorant 
about the game >ays Kamlesh 
rtcounting his initiation to the 
spent I did not even know the 
rules of thr ejame how it was 
played or how thr points were 
stored 

It was tlun that his father 
purchased t bat for him and ex 
plained the elementaries of tht 
game Initially when he began he 
did not have any ambition to excel 
I was playing merely to enjoy the 
game he says But then he did not 
have the slightest inkling that he 
would some day win the national 
crown and don the national 
colours 

Kamlesh tasted success just six 
months after taking of the game 
He won his inter class title How 
ever a liver ailment took an adverse 
toll on his health He became Ian 
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quid and was compelled to give up 
playing fo' two years being con 
demned to convalescence By 
1974 end however Kamlesh was 
on his feet playing regularly once 
again 

The year 1975 was a significant 
one for him He clinched the Inter 
School title and started playing 
major tournaments He was a 
member of the Maharashtra team 
which won the team championship 
<it tho nationals He also underwent 
a short coaching camp for promts 
ing juniors under Bomsi Amalsad 
wdia He had by now earnestly 
taken to the game 

Kamlesh s career has been one of 
consistent progress and his goals 
have also kept pace with him He 
has never been a rambustious 
individual who erected castles in 
the air As a junior he just yearned 
to be the best 

In 1976 he won his first major 
tournament - the C C I Open - and 
that too a double crown winning 
the singles and the doubles He was 
ranked No 2 in Maharashtra and 
seeded seventh for the national 
junior championship However in 
the singles at the nationals he was 










eltminaiea jn the pre-quarter-finals 
but had the consolation of bagging 
two silvers He partnered S Sriram 
hia Podar College mate, to finish 
runners up in the doubles and 
enabled Maharashtra finish second 

The victory in the C CI Open 
gave him a tremendous boost and it 
spurred him on to do even better 
His immediate goal underwent a 
revision He now wanted to get into 
the Maharashtra seniors squad 

Kamiesh knew that 1977 was a 
crucial year for him and he prac 
ticed relentlessly twice a day The 
important breakthrough came He 
was selected in the state team for 
the nationals at Vallabh Vidyasa- 
gar, Anand 

What followed there was even 
more sensational In his very first 
match of the team championship 
against Delhi, Kamiesh shocked 
reigning national champion Manjit 
Dua and then went on to scalp Vilas 
Menon and Ramesh Babu in later 
matches to help Maharashtra finish 
fourth 

By 1979, Kamiesh had emerged 
as the best in Maharashtra and his 
national ranking improved to No 2 
along with Manmeet Singh He 
finished fourth in the singles at the 
nationals but his streak of victories 
with the formidable V Chandra- 
shekhar and V Chandramouli fall¬ 
ing along the wayside helped 
Maharashtra in winning the team 
championship 

He made his international debut 
when he represented the country at 
the Asian Championships at Cal¬ 
cutta in 1980 However, except for 
a stunning victory over the Thai¬ 
land No 1, Charlie B Wuvanich, he 
did not do much in the tournament 
He lost in the qualifying rounds of 
the open singles event 

Undaunted by that, Kamiesh 
maintained his zeal and dedication 
towards the game All the time he 
was learning, endeavouring *o im¬ 
prove his game in every possible 
way 

In the national meet held at 
Bangalore, he was not really in 
form His training was impeded by 
his preoccupation with his univer¬ 
sity examinations The Maharas¬ 
htra team led by him finished fifth 
and so was his position in the 
singles, as a result his national 
ranking slid to No 6 But in a tour¬ 
nament at the same venue imme¬ 
diately following the national meet 
for which leading players from 
Vietnam had been invited, Kamiesh 
gathered his bearings and shrug¬ 
ging off the gloom of his perfor¬ 
mance earlier, overcame Manmeet 
Singh in a grim battle in the finals 


Kamiesh accompanied the Indian 
team to the 36th World Table 
Tennis Championship at Novi Saad 
m Yugoslavia, but bar the match he 
played and won against Israel, he 
remained a ' clapping member' -as 
Kamiesh himself puts it-for the rest 
of the tournament Neither could he 
make a mark on the international 
scene, bowing out in the qualifying 
rounds itself 

For the 1981 nationals at Palgh- 
at Kamiesh was seeded third He 
began on a confident note winning 
his early matches with aplomb But 
in the final he succumbed to nation¬ 
al champion V Chandrashekhar He 
was now ranked No 2 in the 
country behind Chandra 

In 1982, sports activities in the 
country were gone through with 
the Asian Games in mind The per¬ 
iodical coaching camps helped 
Kamiesh much in brushing up his 
game The Pentangular Champion¬ 
ships were held that year at Kath 
mandu from where Kamiesh re¬ 
turned with three golds and a silver 
He won the singles and mixed 
doubles titles and finished second 
in the doubles 

In the dicisive match against 
Pakistan in the team events, both 
teams had levelled at 4-4 each with 
Kamiesh s last match still left 
Unruffled by the importance of the 


occasion, Kamiesh with dexterit 
and determination won his mate 
and clinched the issue for Indu 
Even now Kamiesh reminisces ove 
that match with a feeling of im 
mence satisfaction 

But Kamlesh's best performanci 
of the year was reserved for thi 
Asiad Trial Games After cruising 
through to the final rather comfor 
tably, he snuffed out No 1 Chan 
drashekhar in straight games Kam 
lesh then paired with Sujay Ghor 

pade to win'the doubles as well 

• 

In any sportsman s life the hon 
our of leading one's country in ar 
international tournament is one o 
the most treasured moments of hit 
life So was it for the 22-year-olc 
Kamiesh who was chosen captair 
of the Indian squad for the Deih 
Asian Games In the team cham¬ 
pionship, India began disastrously 
losing 0-5 to South Korea though 
individually the players had put up a 
good fight The Indians then rallied 
to finish fifth 

, What was laudable about Kam¬ 
iesh was his decision to opt out ol 
the remaining matches because he 
was unsure of his form and he felt 
that the other members of the team 
were in finer fettle than him Such a 
selfless gesture, coming from him 
as skipper, reveals his admirable 



V. ChandrammjH of Tamil Nadu, tha runnewup. eongrahifates ; 

Mehta of Maharashtra on winning the men’s natlanal title ,, 







ahiibuto of putting the team s inter¬ 
ested before seif. 

Ei^t years on the national scene 
ultimately bore fruit Kamlesh won 
his first national title at Indore 
breezing past Chandrashekhar in 
straight games, thus avenging his 
defeat suffered the previous year. 

Kamlesh was again chosen' to 
lead the Indian team for the 1983 
Commonwealth Games at Kuala 
Lumpur. In the team events, India 
finished fifth and in the open 
singles Kamlesh did well to reach 
th4 pre-quarter-finals where he met 
his match in Englishman Graham 
Sandley. 

However, in the doubles, the pair 
of Kamlesh and Manjit Dua gave a 
gritty display to finish runner up 
behind the Commonwealth No. 1 
Chui Men Kieu and No. 2 Chan 
Kong Wah, of Hong Kong. 

What is more praiseworthy is 
that Kamlesh and Manjit had never 
played together in doubles pre¬ 
viously. That they should have 
vibed so well speaks much of their 
adaptability. 

The 37th World Championships 
followed immediately at Tokyo. In 
the team event, Kamlesh, along 
with the others had a stellar role to 
play in getting India promoted to 
Category I. He won about 75 per 
cent of his matches scalping 


among Others Atanda Musa and 
Francis Sule of Nigeria and Robert 
Tuckett of Australia. India finished 
18th though in the ultimate analy¬ 
sis. India's position moved to 16th. 

In the singles Kamlesh was the 
lone Indian to make it to the last 32 
with a fine victory over M. Maehara, 
winner of the Japan Open and 
considered No. 3 in Japan. He 
bowed to Zoran Kalinich of Yugos¬ 
lavia. the world No. 10. 

The nationals that year at New 
Delhi was particularly bitter for him. 
He failed to retain his title losing to 
S. Sriram in the final. Kamlesh has 
unpleasant memories of the match 
since he feels he played much 
below par, committing many un¬ 
forced errors. For him it was one 
those days when nothing went 
well! 

The first Asia Cup was held in 
China. In the open singles events, 
Kamlesh finished 13th upsetting 
on the way K. Kasahara the Japan¬ 
ese No. 4 and Chan Kong Wah the 
Commonwealth No. 2. He had, at 
last, made his presence felt at inter¬ 
national level. He was ranked 21 st 
in Asia. 

The 1984 Pentangular Cham¬ 
pionships at Indore was one of the 
greatest successes of his life. 
Indore has always been a happy 
hunting ground for him. Not only 


did he sweep the singles, dopbtos 
and mixed doubles titles but also 
led the Indian team to victory. . 

Islamabad hosted the , Asian 
Championship that year and 4i1' 
spite of taking an inexperienced 
side, India finished fifth, Kamlesh 
himself winning 11 of the 15 
matches that he played. By then his 
Asian ranking had improved to 
18th. 

The first Grand Prix prize money 
championship was held at New 
Delhi and Calcutta, for which some 
of the leading players of the world 
had been invited Kamlesh was the 
only Indian player to qualify for a 
share in the prize money. He 
finished 8th and 7th respectively. 
Among his victims were Kin Ki 
Taek, the world No. 12, and Eric 
Bogan of the U.S., the world No. 18 
whose unconventional style of play 
had confounded many. 

Kamlesh continued to gain in 
experience and in the second Asia 
Cup at Nes Delhi further progressed 
to finish a creditable 10th. 

_His dominance over the national 
scene assumed even larger propor¬ 
tions with the tragic exit of V 
Chandrashekhar. In the finals of the 
singles at the nationals he brushed 
aside V. Chandramouli in straight 
games - in fact right through the 
tournament, he had dropped only; 
one game - and then paired with 
Sujay Ghorpade to make it a 
double. 

Kamlesh's best-ever perfor¬ 
mance in the international circuit 
came at the Commonwealth 
Games at the Isle of Man in U.K. He 
lost in the quarter-finals to the top 
seed and eventual winner Des¬ 
mond Douglas of England. His per¬ 
formance in the team event was 
equally commendable. He won 12 
of his 15 matches to enable India 
finish fifth. 

Closely on its heels came the 
38th World Championships at 
Gothenburg. The team had a deli¬ 
cate task at hand. India ranked 16th 
had to finish in the first 14 to avoid 
relegation to Category II. And the 
team, except for Kamlesh.lacked in 
terms of international experience. 
After the initial losses to Sweden 
and France, the Indian team 
bounced back to surprise Italy and 
Denmark. They lost the fight for the 
11 th place to Hong Kong and ulti¬ 
mately finished 12th - the best- 
ever by any Indian team. 

Kamlesh himself regards his 
three victones in the crucial tie 
against Italy, along with his first 
national title, as the most memora-. 
ble moments of his career. 

The last two tournaments have 
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given him a tremendous propulsion 
and now he feels motivated to do 
even better. His aim now is to 
obtain a good ranking in the world 
circuit. 

Doesn t he ever dream of sweep¬ 
ing aside the Chinese challenge and 
crowning himself as the world 
champion? No. Kamlesh has a rea¬ 
listic and practical outlook towards 
life. He does not indulge in flights of 
fantasies. His ascension up the 
ladder of progress and success has 
been gradual. 

But doesn’t that tantamount to 
underestimation of talent in our 
cbuntry? "No I don't think the 
Chinese are unbeatable," he avers 
confidently. "There is no dearth of 
talent in our country, and we are 
quite capable of reaching world 
standards. But it is not a miracle 
that can take place overnight. A 
result-oriented programme, earnes¬ 
tly implemented, alone can help 
us in this regard.... say in about a 
decade." 

China IS also a developing 
country like India confronted with 
many similar problems. Then how 
is it they have attained such 
heights? Kamlesh says: "In China, 
they have a professional attitude 
towards sports. Table tennis is 
extremely popular there. For them 
the sport is a profession and in this 
respect the government secures 
their present and future. Hence 
they can totally dedicate them¬ 
selves to the sport. 

"Promising players in the group 
of 8-10 are singled out for syste¬ 
matic and extensive training. So by 
the time they are 17-20 years they 
are already world class. Whereas in 
India there are so many problems 
facing a player-academics, family 


burdens, financial insecurity-so the 
sportsntan is unable to totally 
devote himself to the sport." 

Most sportsmen when they start 
off have some idol or inspiration 
whom they strive to emulate but 
Kamlesh never had any. Though he 
does like watching Tiber Klampen- 
(Hungaryl and John Ove Wald- 
ner(Sweden) who are his favour¬ 
ites. Among the Chinese he rates 
Guoyue Hua, twice world cham¬ 
pion, as one of the best players he 
has seen 

Kamlesh has a game akin to that 
of the Chinese-a game based on 
aggression and close-to-the-table 
play, "I usually watch the Chinese 
with a view to learn and improve 
my game," he says. 

Among Indians he rates V.Chan- 
drashekar as the best player he has 
seen and played against. 

Kamlesh's success is the result 
of a lot of toil and sacrifice. In this 
respect he is particularly indebted 
to his family who have done much 
for him. "My father has always been 
a great source of strength and in¬ 
spiration," he acknowledges. "It 
was he who helped me maintain a 
balance avoiding over-exultation in 
victory or demoralisation in defeat. 

I owe much to them for whatever I 
am today," he confesses. 

And yet Kamlesh's own tenacity 
and perseverance have been none- 
the-less remarkable. He has gone 
through the grind of training, fati¬ 
gue, failure... all such integral prece¬ 
dents of success. 

Kamlesh's humility is further 
manifested when he says: "I don't 
think I was very talented Certainly 
not one of those prodigies who 
reach radical heights in leaps and 
bounds. But what gratifies me is 
that over the years my improve- 



Champ :n the making... Kamlesh 
Mehta in action during his first 
State Championships-the year was 
1975 

ment has been discernible and pro¬ 
gress consistent." 

To what does he attribute this 
positive progress? 

"I have the will to work hard; to 
train regularly. I have been regular 
in whatever I have clone and that 
has paid dividends." 

Kamlesh has never had a person¬ 
al coach though tike the diligent bee 
he has been absorbing the best. His 
game is a product of the hard 
school of trial and error. However, 
he did learn much from the North 
Korean coach Pak U Gil who h^d 
trained the Indian team for the 
Delhi Asian Games. "He had an 
obsession for physical fitness anefit 
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was he who inculcated in urthe 
need to devote adequate attention 
to improve our fitness. 

"It was only after that did I realise 
the importance of systematic train¬ 
ing to a programme. From 1980 
onwards I have framed my own 
training schedules and I strive to 
adhere to it" he says. 

What comprises his training? 

Tfaining is a round the year pro¬ 
cess for him. "In the off-season 
which is for about 2-3 months,. I 
concentrate more on raising my 
level of fitness. I run long distance 
to improve Iny stamina, do short 
sprints for sp^d and other exer¬ 
cises to build adequate strength to 
last the full season. In my bn-ihe- 
table practice, I try to innovate new 
shots, techniques or servictus, or 
improvise, within the framework of 


nnygame 

"In the playing jsesiflpn; 








"Apt weight training under the 
supervision of an expert could 
make considerable dif^rence’ to 
one's game In fact it is one of the 
main factors for the additional 
punch in the game of the Chinese," 
he says 

Kamlesh gamed much from his 
training stints in Yugoslavia and 
South Korea In 1984, one of the 
Korean coaches was on a visit to 


Kamlesh’s game and invited him 
Kamlesh's employers Dena Bank 
where he works as an officer plau¬ 
sibly bore his air fare These stints 
proved of immense value to him. 

"I realised that at world level 
where the reportoire of strokes of 
most players is more or less, on the 
same plane, the service and return 
of service are also of pnmary 
importance One has to have a wide 


put one's shots to effective use.” 

With greater competition and 
professional approach in sports the 
pre-match preparation of a player > 
also acquired great importance-the 
control of the 'butterflies in the 
stomach,' the gearing up of the 
mind to the task at hand 

Kamlesh says "There is great 
difference in preparing for a nation¬ 
al and an inteinationai tournament 


Indie He was impressed with variety in service only then can one In the nationals you know the 



opponents game well and know 
what to expect. But in international 
tournaments where so little is 
known about the opponent, pre¬ 
match preparation is altogether 
different 

'Usually I go to the playing hall 
about 45 minutes before my match, 
warm up, get a little used to the 
conditions and then sit quietly in 
solitude, contemplating the pattern 
of game I would be playing, with 
emphasis more on the stronger 
points' 

Among other sports, Kamlesh 
loves badminton, football and one- 
day Cricket, though he seldom finds 
time for any of them 

In his spare time, which is few, he 
relaxes by listening to old Hindi film 
songs or engrosses himself in the 
thrills of detective novels 

Considering the condition of 
Indian sports as it is today what 
would Kamlesh advocate to re¬ 
vamp It? 

'We need a stronger base at 
school level It should be made 
compulsory for ev^ry student to 
participate in some game Then 
according to the player's aptitude, 
he should be given specialised 
training in the sport In this respect 
the 8-10 age category would be 

V 
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bt'st We have talent aplenty but 
lack the basic infrastructure to 
mould It. 

"Secondly, there is too much 
obsession and emphasis on acade¬ 
mics as a result even the favourably 
disposed player is weaned 

"At a higher level, sportsmen 
should be given remunerative jobs, 
financial security, better incentives 
and rewards for good perform¬ 
ances. In India whatever a player 
achieves is almost always on his 
own or the benevolence of his near 
and dear ones, only then is he 
accorded recognition 

Most players are unable to avail 
of good equipment because of 
financial limitations Some mea¬ 
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sures should be taken to import 
good equipment and make them 
rnore easily accessible at subsi¬ 
dised rates. ...it's all a long process." 

Most people, especially critics, 
are prone to comparing players, the 
past and the present though much 
of it IS hypothetical. Kamlesh ab¬ 
hors any addition to or detraction 
from any players's merit. "It is a 
futile exercise," he says. "I believe if 
a man is good on his day, he is 
good, that is all". 

Much in contrast to many sports¬ 
men, Kamlesh has not the slightest 
lament of the gains accruing to 
cricketers. "If they are getting, if 
people are willing to pay, well and 
good. Anyway what really satisfies 
me is that at least in some sport. 


the players are duly rewarded." 

Kamlesh has truly manifested the 
sportsman's spirit. He says:"When 
I started playing the game, did I, so 
that I could make money? What 
ever I have achieved, I have, 
because I wanted to prove myself. 
Then why should I crib, if I don't get 
what another is getting," Certainly 
words carrying great weight and 
wisdom. 

It is night and darkness overtakes 
the slim young man as he trudges 
his way back to the bus stop, tired 
after his evening training, evanes¬ 
cent in the cro\®ds. How many 
among the commuters would rea¬ 
lise that in their midst stood inter¬ 
national Kamlesh Mehta, reigning 
national champion 



Name : Kamlesh 

Navinchandra 


Nickname 

Mehta 
: Kamu 

Star sign 

: Taurus 

Height 

: 5ft. 6in. 

Weight 

: 55 kgs 

Hair colour 

: Black 

Marital status 

: Bachelor 

Favourite dish 

■ Sweet dishes 

Favourite drink 

(Jtlebi, Rasgulla) 

: Lassi 

Favourite TV 

: Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi 

show 

Favourite 

: SPORTSWEEK, 

magazine 

Sportstar 

Latest book read 

: The Fountainhead 

Favourite 

: Listening to soft 

relaxation 

Indian music. 

Favourite music 

sleeping 
■ Old Hindi film 

Favourite other 

songs 
: Badminton 

sport 

Own car 

: Maruti coming 

Fears 

shortly 

: Stagnation ■' 

Superstition 

: None really 

Favourite 

: Indore 

playing venue 
Most memorable 

: Match against 

match 

Constantin! of Italy 

Biggest 

in the 38th World 
championship 
: Losing the 1983 

disappointment 

final in the 

Most promising 

Nationals 
: Sujay Ghorpade 

teammate 
Countries played 

: Sweden, Finland, 

in 

Pakistan, Nepal, 

« 

Japan, Bimgladesh, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, 

Favourite 

China, Switzeriand. 
Yugoslavia, 
Malaysia, North and 
South Korea 

Tiber Clampar 

ali-time player 

(Hungary) 

Win more tauiels 

Ambition 











Hana is gunning 


for Martinar 
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By Barry Newcombe 


_ m T HE one million 

/jpL I dollar bonus on 

offer to the all too 
^ rare winners of the 
I Grand Slam in 

_ tennis is being 

phased out A thousand unknowns 
around the world will benefit in 
stead 

This IS a big step towards reality 
by the International Tennis Federa 
tion and I applaud it Why it was 
ever thought necessary to pay out a 
bonus for winning the Slam is 
beyond me 

Whoever won it was certain to 
be vastly wealthy anyway - as 
Martina Navratilova the highest 



Maftina \(iero(i/oeo reeled off 74 
uins III <1 1 oil lastyeai 
earner in women s sport under 
lined when she completed the Slam 
in Pans last June the third woman 
to do so 

The bonus is not being with¬ 
drawn from the two candidates 
currently in the •reckoning - Chris 
Lloyd and the solemn Mats Wilan- 
der winners in the Australian 
championships in December 

Chris and Mats will be paid the 
bonus if they haul in the next three 
legs of the Slam this year - France 
Wimbledon and the US Open 

Martina s Slam in 1984 undoub¬ 
tedly meant that the insurance 
premnim paid against a repeat 
tjaiat have risen subatantisHy 
T#nfms ohteN reckon now it is 
todirept that dash to 


the lower reaches of the game 
especially to countries where ten 
nis IS developing slowly 

Wimbledon has already estab 
lished Its stand on developing 
world tennis by giving £ 100 000 to 
tne federation The other Grand 
Slam championships are expected 
to follow suit 

Withdrawing that massive bonus 
removes one are of criticism from 
Tennis where the rich were becom¬ 
ing richer day by day and players 
down the ladder were struggling to 
keep going 

Wimbledon has hoisted its prize 
money at the top this year with 
f 130 000 for the men s champion 
and £ 117 000 going to the 
women s winner But first round 
losers will take £1 750 and 
£1 350 respectively with Wimble 
don maintaining that players 
beaten on the opening days need 
paying properly to cover their stay 
in London 

But where will the big money go 
this year? Can Chris Lloyd push to 
the Slam at the age of 30? Is 
Martina Navratilova likely to remain 
almost unbeatable? Or will the 
lissome Czech Hana Mandilikova 
steal a march on both of them? 

Martina lost just twice last year - 
once to the headbanded Miss 
Mandlikova and then a semi-final 
defeat to the 6ft 1 in Czech 
Helena Sukova 20 which wrecked 
her chance of a seventh successive 
major title in the Australian cham 
pionships 

In between Martina piled up 74 
wins in a row and did not lost at all 
to her one-time arch rival Chris 
Lloyd But Chris has beaten her this 
year So has Hana 

Martina s targets might look alto¬ 
gether sharper now that she has 
had her eyes tested and been 
advised to wear glasses In terms of 
preparation and experience no one 
can outgun Chris 

But if Hana can harness her talent 
and temperament she could yet 
rum the prospects of the two 
women ranked above her They will 
not be in the same field until the 
French championships * and what 
happerts there could help to shape 


the rest of the year 

Last year Hana was stronger in 
the first SIX months, reaching the 
last four in Pans and Wimbledon, 
but faded I was tired mentally 
tired because I had never exper¬ 
ienced in my life playing so consis¬ 
tently through a whole half of a 
year she says 

A clear break from the circuit 
helped Hana She had not had a 
proper rest in 12 years But she 
took herself away to train and to ski 
in Europe 

Her footwork has always been 
impressive So has her stroke play 
But her concentration has often 
looked brittle on the big occasion 



Ilona Mandlikova wants to be tht 
No t uhite Martina and Chris are 
still playut<t 

She has won only two big 
championships the French and the 
Australian and four years have 
gone by without her adding to that 
tally 

Yet with Martina in opposition 
Hana never lacks motivation I like 
to play against her I take her on like 
anybody else she says I know 
what to do to give her a difficult 
time 

Hana is 23 an age when many 
players had more than made their 
mark She should be the future No 
1 but wants to achieve that while 
Martina and Chris are still playing 

1 should be the next she says 
Martinas going to play another 
five years for sure so I hope I will 
take her 
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East Bengal beat Mohun Ehtgan 1-0 (1st half extra time) In tke (Inal at Bangature 



Jamshed the winner, 
takes ’em all 


By R. Arvindam 


J OINT winners 
twice and run 
ners-up last year, 
East Bengal made 
It an outright trium 
ph in the Federation 

Cup Football 1985 with 
a solitary extra-time goal victory 
over Mohun Bagan 

So with all the anxious moments 


they gave to their supporters and 
specially to their coach Pradeep 
Kumar Banerjee, East Bengal have 
emerged as the champion club of 
India and will be off to Colombo in 
August to play in the South Asian 
Club Cup Championship 

For coach P K it was a double 
celebration for he has been ap¬ 
pointed chief coach by the All India 
Football Federation with full 




Balal Mukherjee. captain of East Bengal Jojifti/fy holds aloft the 
huge Federation Cup. 


powers to select the national team 
without interference. 

On the eve df the final, the execu¬ 
tive committee of th AIFF had dis¬ 
cussed a report by the coach and 
manager of the India team for the 
Pre-World Cup matches 

They had pointed out that India's 
dismal showing was due to lack of 
finishing and basic skill and lack of 
cohesion in the team. Well, all that 
was evident in this Federation Cup 
with very few matches providing 
good and thrilling soccer 

The East Bengal-Mohun Bagan 
final was expected to be a blood- 
and-thunder affair, but neither of 
the teams went about their task in a 
positive and aggressive way as one 
, had hoped for, with the result that 
the crowd of nearly 45000 saw on¬ 
ly patches of excellent soccer 

Most of It came from East Ben¬ 
gal, specially in the extra-time 
when they got the lone goal. And it 
was a snap shot by Jamshed Nas- 
siri which crashed into the net 
catching the Bagan defence and 
goalkeeper Jagdish Ghosh - he had 
replaced the injured Pratap Ghosh - 
hopelessly unaware. So Nassiri, al¬ 
most a 'zero' throughout the tour¬ 
nament, turned out to be East 
Bengal's hero with that goal 

East Bengal failed to produce th¬ 
at sharpness in their attack one 
saw in the second half of the firs’ 
leg semi-final against Punjab State 
Electricity Board. 

In fact it had disappeared in the 
second leg which saw Jhe glamour 
team from Calcutta fielding the 
highest paid stars on the Indian 
soccer scene crashing to a 0-1 de¬ 
feat. 

An angry P.K. Banerjee put down 
that defeat to the players tendency 
to relax between spells of good 
soccer and blamed goalkeeper 
Bhaskar Ganguly's showmattship 
as well.* 

In the final, in spite of their star 
striker Oebasish Roy being well 
marked, they created quite a few 
1 openings but they were all lost on 
the arwil of poorfinislving, •! j. . 

Biswajeet Bbatiacbafy^' 

•two^ eKcelldj^ 











he ?ent m a rather weak shot which 
Jagdish Ghosh dived to his left and 
ueflected and then wasted a sitter 

Balai Mukharjee sweeping down 
the right flank floated one into the 
box beautifully forcing goalkeeper 
Ghosh to come yards out He did so 
to punch the ball away but was 
sprawled over in the process and 
Biswajeet with a wide open goal in 
front, shot over 

Defenders on both the sides did a 
magnificent job Bagans Subrata 
Bhattacharjee was outstanding 
with his fine clearances with good 
support coming from Satyajit Gh 
osh In the East Bengal Ranks Man 
oranjan Bhattacharya was the pick 
with Tarun Dey following him 
closely 

These two had Bagans strikers 
Choudhury and Babu Mam bottled 
up Babu however missed a great 
scoring chance to get the equaliser 
when he should have banged home 
Samar Bhattacharjee s cross but 


Was too hasty and sent in a way¬ 
ward shot 

Mani also came up with several 
mis passes m extra time thus muff 
mg some good openings East 
Bengal seem to have lost confi 
dence in the highly paid Krishanu 
Dey and he was brought in only 
during extra time 

Medio Sudip Chaterjee did not 
function as efficiently for the win 
ners as he did in previous matches 
and Bikash Panji seemed to be 
undecided whether to help the 
frontliners or be more useful help 
mg the defence 

Began did not use their wingers 
well at all probably because they 
found them wanting Bidesh Bose 
was too slow and one wonders 
why Sishir Ghosh was not tried at 
all Medio Prasanta Banerjee was 
of colour and Bagan always relying 
heavily on him seemed lost with 
out his help Majid tried to take over 
but he was well policed 


Thus ended a toumantent in 
which unfancied teams gave better 
displays than the three Calcutta 
outfits With Central Excise, Cochin 
putting up a magnificent display 
along with Salgaocar and PSEB 

In fact had a Idle luck run their 
way Salgaocar and PSEB could 
well have played the final 

The inter club transfer has hit the 
Calcutta teams hard and though 
East Bengal managed to get the 
best. It was at the expense of team 
work It will take sonie time for the 
champions to strike a powerful 
combination 

One wonders why this tourna¬ 
ment does not get due importance 
from the AIFF I would suggest a 
change in dates as well This tour¬ 
nament must be played before the 
transfers take place Only then one 
rould hope for the best from anv 
club 







Bagan custodian Pratap Ghosh is carried by his team-mate Krishanu Dey after Ghosh injured his shoulder 
while trying to save a penalty-shot by Salgaocar’s Lawrence Gomes. Bagan won 5-4. 























Charanjit Singh of P.S.E.'B. evades Last Bengal's Jamshed Nassiri very adroitly. Last Bengal won 2-0. 



Babu Ijfani goes down on one knee to shoot towards the Salgaocar goal, past defender 
' ^Up,..Thebeoit^ drew goalless. 
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Pics Santosh Ghosh 








PHYANCHAND _ 

His hockey 

worked like a 
magic wand 

By P.N. Sundaresan 



K S Ran)its.nhji 
transformed cricket 
with his magic touch 
at the turn ot the 
20th century About 
two decades later 
Dhyan Chand a se 
poy in the Indian Army provided si 
milar sophistication to hockey 
which was introduced in India by 
Englishmen 

If Neville Cardus had been writing 
on hockey and had witnessed 
Dhyan Chund handle the stick he 
would have been as excited as he 
was about Rariji 

He would probably have written 
Hockey was English through and 
through when Dhyan Chand came 
to It an ethically sanctioned techni 
que open and palpable and hon 
oured by long respectable use But 
he turned approved science upside 
down and changed the geometry of 
forward play to an esoteric legerde 
main 

Dhyan Chand s technique at 
ti acted the British Army officers 
and they were so bewitched by it 
that whatever the standard of the 
game a surprisingly large number 
of Britons would always turn out if 
the dark lissom Chand was play 
ing 

Dhyan Chand was hockey s ma 
gician Before Dhyan Chand came 
on the scene the pattern of hockey 
consisted in long hard hits and 
chasing the ball The accent was on 
speed and stamina and muscle 
power Dhyan Chand changed all 
that his style consisted in quick 
wristy first time passes, in which 
he developed the passing of the ball 
back and receiving it back during 
his run ahead as a fine art In all that 
he did he was extraordinarily quick 
and fast though to the visual eye he 
appeared relaxed and unhurried 
was the assessment of MJ Gopa 
Ian one of India s finest half-backs 
and a contemporary of Dhyan 
Chand 

Dhyan Chand came from a poor 
family He toiled hard and long to 


shape and strengthen the game 
which had become a passion to 
him He was extraordinarily gifted 
and It was fortunate that he chose 
the right medium to give expres 
sion to his genius 

Dhyan Chand s introduction to 
hockey was casual or accidental 
as recounted by him In deference 
to the wishes of his father and ac 
cording to family tradition Dhyan 
Chand did not go in for higher edu 
cation but joined the First Brahmin 
Regiment in 1922 



We had a Subedar Major by the 
name of Bale Tewari, who was a 
keen hockey enthusiast and a very 
fine player He took a fancy to me 
My regiment was well-known in 
hockey circles and that w^s the on 
ly outdoor game to which the regi 
ment devoted most of its sporting 
attention Tewari initiated me into 
this game and gave me my first les 
sons He was my guru We had no 
fixed time to play hockey We in 
duiged in it at all hours of the day 
From the very start I took a keen in 


terest in the game Tewar 
drummed home the lesson that 
hockey was a team game and one 
must pass the ball at the correct 
time he also taught marksmanship 
at the goal not so much with po 
werful hits as with placements and 
push strokes 

Dhyan Chand was making his 
mark in Indian hockey But his gen 
lus was frst established abroad be¬ 
fore It came to be known in this 
country This was because of his vi 
sit to New Zealand in 1926 as a 
member of the Indian Army team 
in which his position as centre 
forward was by then- taken foi 
granted 

In all these early years Dhyan 
Chand s hockey was confined to 
army circles and he hit the bull s 
eye so to say when he turned up 
for United Provinces in the 1928 
Inter Provincial tournament at Cal¬ 
cutta 

After a great match with Punjab 
the Statesman's hockey critic 
wrote The outstanding forward 
on the field was Dhyan Chand, the 
UP centre-forward Dhyan Chand, 
in addition to his brilliant stickwork, 
was the mainspring of his side Sijat- 



12 years ago, the U.P. Council of Sports htmoured Dhyan Chand 
for his contribution to his state and India. Here he walks under an 
arch-way oj sticks . j 









' tack. He played his forward passes 
in an efficient manner that brought 
Its own reward The opposing 
centre>half Pinniger, was unable to 
check him though he was very effi¬ 
cient when tackling other at¬ 
tackers A deft flick of the stick, and 
Ohyan Chand had the ball past his 
opponent and passed it out to his 
inside-forward Dhyan Chand de¬ 
monstrated as a centre-forward he 
had few equals His dribbling was 
of the irresistible variety He 
seemed able to pass opponent after 
opponent at will U P became the 
first national champrons It is unne 
cessary to emphasise the crucial 
part that Dhyan Chand played in 


us dislocating the forward line 
Dhyan Chand ordered Roop Singh 
to stop this immediately, otherwise, 
he threatened he would order him 
out and play with ten men 
Gopalan added that Dhyan 
Chand established positional play, 
based on first time, split-second 
passing He possessed uncanny 
judgement and could plan and exe¬ 
cute It in the same flash He had 
such a clear, total vision of the field 
that he could set off a move the in¬ 
stant he trapped the ball Dhyan 
Chand was also a master of the bul¬ 
ly then and gained an enormous 
advantage over his opponent by 
beating him to it 


as an inside-forward, wrote that 
Dhyan Chand was the complete 
hockey player "I give him pride of 
place m the hockey world, for I con¬ 
sider him the complete player 
There have been players with cle¬ 
verer stickwork, others with better 
speed, and so on, but none had all 
the various arts and craft combined 
within one Dhyan Chand had ever¬ 
ything in full measure His elusive 
bodyswerve, good stickwork, copy¬ 
book distribution of passes to 
either side, understanding with his 
team-mates, good anticipation a 
good finish and above all, perfect 
bail control were all assets that 
dovetailed into making him a com 




: He toiled hard and long to shape and strengthen 
' ,the game, which had become If^ pas^ion to him 


tne triumph 

The year leading upto the Berlin 
Olympics in 1938 were the golden 
age of Indian hockey, as it unfolded 
a new, bewitching pattern of play 
Dhyan Chand was the inspiration 
the spearhead of the movement He 
was the one who magnetically 
drew the ball to him, or charmed it 
into that circle of magic flashing or 
rotating round his supple wrists 

Dhyan Chand vvas a superb drib 
bier of the ball an'd could if he had 
wanted, score at will I have 
known Dhyan Chand since 1924 
and was present at the match in 
which he earned the name of wi 
zard wrote Maj-Gen A A Rudra 
one of his officers It was the final 
of the Punjab Indian Infantry tour 
nament at Jhelum His side was 
losing the match with two goals 
down and four minutes to go when 
his coqi^andtng officer called out 
to him,^Come on, Dhyani We are 
two goals down, do something 
about It' Dhyan Chand then pro¬ 
ceeded to do something about it 
and scored three goals in four min 
utes and thus led his side to vie 
tory' 

‘ If I want I can go up to the goal 
and come back by myself, without 
allowing anypne to tackle or touch 
me but I would not do it This is a 
game whose strength lay in team¬ 
work ' the wizard once told Gopa 
Ian, who also recalled an inci 
dent to show Dhyan Chand s ap 
proach to the game 

In a match against New Zealand 
at Chnstchurch during India s 1936 
tour - Gopalan was a member of 
the team - Roop Singh, his brilliant 
brother and inside-left was hanging 
on to the ball too much, and was th- 


A solider whether in the Army or 
off It Dhyan Chand never tolerated 
slackness in the field He would 
score a gpal collect the ball and run 
all the way back to the centre so th¬ 
at no moment would bf wasted 
and there would be more time for 
more goals He was such a sincere 
dedicated man that his say in the 
field whether he was captain or 
not was final nobody could, or 
dare go against him 

When the captaincy of the Indian 
team was finally given to him, he 
had little or no problem in wearing 
the mantle In fact his humility, 
which ran like a golden thread th 
rough his career became more evi¬ 
dent as the captain of his team 

trie Blankley who enriched Ma 
dras hockey with his brilliant deeds 


plete hockey player 
Dhyan Chand was a perfect 
gentleman "His success and bril¬ 
liance on the field of play have 
never affected his quiet and friendly 
demeanour off it He has been a 
great player and a captain and a 
great ambassador of this country 
was the tribute that G C Fletcher, 
President of the Bengal Hockey As 
sociation, paid to Dhyan Chand to¬ 
wards the fag end of his career, 
while making a presentation 

Dhyan Chand touched the game 
of hockey with the magic wand of a 
stick and provided sophistication 
to what appeared to be a highly 
lethal game He gave a new con¬ 
ception to hockey so much so that 
It has been the ambition of every In¬ 
dian hockey player to be another 
Dhyan Chand 








Indian stars suspended 


INTERN AT10NAt,i|i 


By Patrick Rowley* 


1. To introduce 
the penalty comiv;jHmii-v'-''-=' 



2.To»uspeni{ 
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4. "Top six" chpsdiv: 
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H alf the Indian 
hockey team 
have been suspen 
ded by the I H F 

(FIH) following the 
assault on a Ja 
panese umpire during the 2nd Asia 
Cup final at Dhaka in January. 

Five players, Mervin Fernandes 
Hardeep Singh, Romeo James, Ra- 
jender Singh and Louremban Tiken, 
have been banned from interna^ 
tional hockey indefinitely; while the 
manager {Dr. K.S. Bedi), coaches 
(Hardayal'Singh and Ashok Kumar) 
and captain (Moneypanda So- 
maiya) are suspended for one year 

The decisions were taken by the 
FlH Council at their meetings in 
Brussels at the end of April 


IN I I UNATIONAL I lOCKHY 
NIAVSl l I TliH 


The Council heard a report from 
Muneyoshi Ueda of Japan, the Asia 
Cup technical delegate, in which he 
said that the umpire. Yashimo Yu- 
buta, had to be carried off on a 
stretcher after being attacked by 
Indian players. The incident oc¬ 
curred three minutes from the end 
of extra time in the final after Yubu- 
ta had awarded a goal to Pakistan, 
The goal scored by Kaleemullah, 
gave Pakistan a 3-2 lead. 

The exact circumstances could 
not be ascertained because of a si¬ 


multaneous crowd invasion of the 
pitch by spectators but the FIH' 
were able to study photographs 
which revealed the shirt numb¬ 
ers of the players involved and 
showed Indian players with 
sticks raised against the umpire. 

Apparently the Indian players 
and officials have not learnt that 
the umpire's decision is finailll 

The technical delegate reported 
that It took over half an hour to per¬ 
suade the Indians to resume the 
game which was completed with a 
reserve umpire. 

He also reported that the other 
umpire involved in the final was 
chased down a hotel corridor se¬ 
veral hours after the match by 
Indian players 

The FIH were disappointed not to 
have received any news of action 
taken by the Indian Hockey Federa¬ 


tion despite the span of time since 
the fheident. A cable was sent to 
the Indian HF asking if they had ta¬ 
ken action against the five players. 

The cable was received only 
after the FIH meetings. 

The international federation, in 
announcing sanctions against the 
five players involved in the assault 
of Yubuta for an unlimited period, 
said the exact length of their su¬ 
spensions will be decided at the 
next FIH meetings, in Barcelona in 
October, when further information 
should be in their hands. 

The Indians have since reported 
that action against two players, 
Fernandes and James, has already 
been initiated and that it will be ta- 
- ken against the other three players 
at the next Indian HF council meetr¬ 
ing. What action has already been 
initiated is not stipulated nor if it 
has been carried out. 



Too much hockey for top nations 


I NDIA have also been selected for 
the 6th Champions Trophy at 
Perth, Australia, (November 16th - 
24th) deposite the fact that they 
have twice withdrawn from pre¬ 
vious Champions events in the 
recent past. 

The FIH accepted that, for the 
Champions to be meaningful, it 
must be contested by the world's 
top six nations and accordingly the 
first six at the last major event, the 
Los Angeles Olympics were 
named. Those six are Pakistan, Ger¬ 
many (who also missed the Vth 
Champions), Great Britain, Austra¬ 
lia, India and the Netherlands. 

It was also decided that the first 
reserve would be either New Zea¬ 
land or Spam who finished 7 th and 
8th at the Olympics and who both 
came in as reserves for the Cham¬ 
pions at Karachi in December. 
Which of the two would be'first re¬ 
serve would depend on which fini¬ 
shed higher in the Intercontinental' 
Cup at Barcelona in October. 


That seems a bit hard on the 
other countries competing in the 
Intercontinental who might finish 
above both and, of course, the 
USSR, Europe's No. 2, who boycot¬ 
ted the Los Angeles Olympics, are 
still left out in the cold. 

The FIH heard that the nations 
competing in the Champions 
wished the event to be held in fu¬ 
ture at least three months before, 
rather than after, major events. The 
8th Champions in Pakistan in 1986 
may be be put back from April to 
June so that it does not come too 
soon after the 7th version. 

The Pakistanis apparently want 
the event in June 1986 when it 
would have to be held in the even¬ 
ing because of the intense heat in 
the day. It could, therefore, be the 
first major international event held 
almost entirely under floodlights. 
The Pakistanis also, seem to be opt¬ 
ing for the event to be held at 
Karachi. 

If the tournament is held in Junel 


It will, create a major problem for 
Britain who are likely to have 'stood 
down' at the time to allow England 
to prepare for the 1986 World C^p 
in October. 

The officials for the 7th Cham¬ 
pions at Perth will be; Technical 
Delegate: Vijayanathan (Malaysia), 
Umpire's Manager. Gordon G4tley. 

The subject of the 9th Cham¬ 
pions Trophy, in 1987, was also 
raised since there are now two can¬ 
didates to stage this event, the 
Netherlands and Germany. 

The Netherlands are keen to hold 
the event, they say, because 1987 
is the 75th anniversary of their 
Olympic committee and they are 
offering to put on a women's event 
for the world's top six nations, too. 

There is too much hockey for the 
top nations. The Champions event 
is not in the best interests of all the 
FIH's member countries since it en¬ 
courages elitism. 
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Selection poTJcy' for Indoor 


T he FIH appear to have agreed 
on the selection policy for the 
24th Olympic Games at Seoul Cer¬ 
tain tournaments will be nominated 
as Olympic qualifying events but 
the actual selection will still be at 
the discretion of the FIH 
The events that will act as quali¬ 
fiers for the mens teams are the 
World Cup 1986, Champions 
Trophy 1985, 1986 and 1987, In¬ 
tercontinental Cup 1985, Asian 
Games 1986, European Cup 1987, 
Pan American Games 1987 and 
Africa Cup 1987 

The conditions for qualifying for 
the Olympic women's tournament 
are similar The 12 ranked teams 
will be those qualifying f6r the 
1986 Womens World Cup plus 


S Korea, Japan, India, Wales and 
Zimbabwe from the recent Inter¬ 
continental Cup & Britain - a total 
of 18 

The only teams automatically 
qualified for the 1988 Olympics are 
the holders and hosts On the 
men s side, it is Stipulated that 
every continent be represented but 
that IS not the case for the women 
who are allowed only eight entries 

In order to ncftify countries earlier 
of their selection for the Olympics 
and to allow time for play-offs, if 
necessery, entries for the Seoul 
Olympics (September 18th - Oc¬ 
tober 1 st) will have to be submitted 
SIX months earlier than usual (i e by 
June 30th 1987) 


hockey Cup 

T he tremendous growth of im-> 
portant events organised by the 
FIH continues It has been agreed to 
stage a World Indoor Hockey Cup 
in *1988 while a World Junior Cup 
for girls does not seem far away 
The first World Indoor Cup will be 
held in Canberra, Australia, in 1988 
and will be part of the bi-centennial 
celebrations of Australia 
The proposed dates were the 
first or second week of March 
1988 but, because teams will be 
preparing for the Champions 
1 rophy (May) and Olympic Gamas 
(September), it may be held earli ir 
in the year | 

Ten teams will take pan, dividt d" 
into two pools of five 


Mandatory and experimental rules 


A n immediate alteration to the 
Penalty Corner rule and the 
creation of a no offside area bet 
ween the 25 yards lines were the 
main outcome of the annual meet 
mg of the Hockey Rules Board held 
in London on April 20th this year 

Other trials will involve the free 
hit and putting the ball into play 
under Rule 17 All are designed to 
improve the flow of the game and 
make it more easily understood by 
the growing number of non 
hockey playing spectators 

Mandatory Experiment 

Prevented by its constitution 
from altering rules immediately, the 
Board has introduced, from 1 st July 
1985, a mandatory experiment in 
Rule 15 Penalty Corner under 
which the number of defenders per 
mitted behind the goal-line will be 
reduced from six to five 

In addition scoop and flick 
shots will be permitted at any time 
during the penalty corner provided 
the ball be stopped and subject to 
the rules governing dangerous play 

It is hoped that these moves 
will result in goal-keeper's re¬ 
maining on their feet and no 
longer using their bodies to stop 
theoall 

Non-Mandatory Experiments 

A radical change to the existing 
penalty comer approach is included 
in a number of non-mandatory ex- 
penmental rules, effective from 1 st 
September, The decaion to use any 
of these will rest with individual na- 
' tiOflaf essociations. They will not be 
permitted in FIH approved tourna- 

A1985 


ments, at any level 
The Rules affected are. 

Rule 15 - Penalty Comer 

After the award of a penalty 
corner, the existing arrangements 
are withdrawn and the following 
proceedure is to be followed 

1 A free hit to be taken from a 

spot 14 yards in front of the centre 
of the goal by a player of the attack¬ 
ing team and defended by the goal¬ 
keeper of the opposing team who 
was on the field at the time the* 
breach occurred ' 

2 Any stroke may be used and 
the ball raised to any height 

3 The goal-keeper shall stand on 
the goal-line 

4 All other players of both teams 
shall remain beyond the nearer 25 
yard line until the stroke has been 
taken 

5 If, as a result of the stroke’ 

a) the whole ball pass completely 
over the goal-line, between the 
goal-posts and under thqe 
cross-bar - a goal is scored. 

b) for a breach of any rule by the 
goal-keeper which prevents a 
goat from being scored - a goal 
shall be awarded to the oppos¬ 
ing team 

c) the ball misses the goal - the 
game is re-started with a 
16-yard hit 

d) the ball is saved and remains in 
the field of play - it may be 
played by any player of either 
team 

e) the ball is saved, passes com¬ 
pletely over the goal-line but 
outside the goal posts - the 
game is re-started with a corner 


Ruls13-Off-8ide 

There be no off-side within hdr* 
area bounded by the 25 yards iini at ^ 

Rule 17 - Ball Outside Field o 
Play 

For any push or hit under this n iti S 
- only players of the opposing tei 
are required to be five yards fron^ 
the ball, when the stroke is taken.i ^ 

Rule 14-Free Hit « 

Two experiments are suggestellrS: 



a) For any Free Hit, (including thoe^ 
to the attacking team within Ir 
yards of the circle - all players o|r 
the opposing team to be 5 yarps 
away from the ball 

b) As above, but for Free Hits to the 
attacking team within 5 yards of 
the circle - players of BOTH 
teams to be 5 yards from the 
ball 

The mandatory experimental rule 
will apply from 1 st July for alt hock¬ 
ey played throughout the world in¬ 
cluding all FIH international tourna¬ 
ments In the Southern Hemisphere 
only, countries can apply the exper¬ 
iment in their own national/ 
domestic competitions from any 
suitable date but. in any case, by 
1 st July 

Rule interpretation 

For some years, it has been the 
practice in International Tourna¬ 
ments to require the first hit at goal 
at the Penalty Corner to be of a 
height lower than the top of the 
backboard, unless it has been 
touched by a defender This will 
continue It is requested that na¬ 
tional associations adopt the same 
cnteria in their domestic competi¬ 
tions 
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ring come true 

By Frank Wright 


S UGAR RAY ROBINSON, sleek 
Black Prince of boxing, gazed 
down in horror at the bruised, 
listless body on the canvas 

He had frnished the world title 
fight with a short )ab to the jaw But 
his opponent still made no move¬ 
ment after the count of ten; the 
fighter had dropped dead at the 
champion's feet. Now they were 
carrying him away on a stretcher . 

At that point. Sugar Ray sat up 
with a start. He was in darkness 
Instead of the roar of the crowd, he 
could hear only his own heavy 
breathing. 

He switched on the lights in his 
Cleveland, Ohio, hotel room, over¬ 
looking the moonlit waters of Lake 
Erie 

No one had been killed. It was 
just a ghastly nightmare. But the 
perspiration which soaked Sugar 
Ray's pillow, face and raven hair 
was real enough And for once 
there was fear in the champion's 
eyes. 

Sugar Ray did not remember his 
opponent's face, yet somehow he 
felt certain his imagined victim was 
Jimmy Doyle, the Los Angles 
welterweight, whom he was due to 
meet in the Cleveland Arena. 

The thought kept him awake for 
the rest of their night. Next morning 
he described the nightmare to his 
manager and helpers. 

"Big-fight nerves," said manager 
George Gainford, "You've been 
worrying too much about the fight." 

Others offered different interpre¬ 
tations. Some said it was an omen 
and meant that Sugar Ray might 
get a bad decision, some, that it 
was a good sign because dreams 
never turn out the same way in real 
life 

No one took the nightmare ser- 
lously-except Sugar Ray He was 
reluctant to go ahead with the fight, 
recalling that this same Doyle had 
been taken to hospital with concus¬ 
sion after being knocked out by 
Artie Levine 

"Why am I fighting this guy 
anyway?" asked Robinson. It was 
to be his first defence of the world 
welterweight championship which 
he had won six months earlier by 
defeating Tommy Bell, 



But 22-year-old Jimmy Doyle 
was only the seventh-ranked wel¬ 
terweight 

In reply to his question. Sugar 
Ray was told ' For 25,000 dollars.' 
It was also explained that Doyle 
had beaten a batch of prominent 
fighters including Lew Jenkins 
former world lightweight cham 
pion 

It was just the rest Robinson 
needed before facing top challeng¬ 
ers 


Against Artie Levine, Doyle had 
been well ahead on points until the 
ninth round when a wild, desperate 
blow had caught him flush-xjn the 
chin. . 

Twice, he rose from the canvas, 
only to be felled again before the 
referee stopped the slaughter. He 
collapsed in his corner and hospital 
examination revealed a fractured 
skull 

But that was more than a year 
ago Sugar Ray was assured that 
Doyle was now a fit opponent. He 
had won six bouts in the past six 
months; he had passed an official 
examination by doctors of the New 
York Boxing Commission and by a 
brain specialist 

Admittedly, a medical expert of 
the Cleveland Commission-Dr. 






















Women rule OK 


S ADLY, I have to admit that the 
career professionals of the 
Women's Tennis Association 
(WTA) are putting to shame the 
behaviour of their leaders at the 
Association of Tennis Profession¬ 
als (ATP) I cannot believe that it is 
totally due to the massive money 
prizes that are up for grabs most of 
the year round 

This came into mind after reading 
what Virginia Wade had to say, at a 
special lunch put on at the Queens 
Club, London, during the series of 
International Satellite tournaments 
which concluded last week Eng¬ 
land 

Following sofne criticism of John 
McEnroe, which sounded more 
sorrowful than angry she said 
"Tennis is a fantastic game, and I 
want to be proud of it, but some of 
the players do not have enough 
respect for anybody, other players 
their appearance or their responsi 
bility to the public * 


In naming Bjom Borg as an ideal 
player and superb representative of 
men's tennis, she continued. "He 
was a real hero He was the number 
one player in the worict and you 
were proud to have him leading 
your game 

She moved very close to one of 
the major reasons, it seems, why 
umpires do not take stronger action 
by saying If someone chucks a 
player off the court, the umpire 
concerned will probably never be 
invited back again 

This related to the situation in the 
USA where players' managers are 
sometimes circuit directors and 
part of their responsibility is to 
recruit umpires It is now fairly 
commonplace to engage a group to 
umpire at several tournaments in 
succession Transport, accommo¬ 
dation and fees are given liberally 

It IS widely believed that one or 
two who have started to turn the 


SENSATIONS OF SPORT . 


Arthur Hagedorn-had reported that 
in his opinion Doyle was sluggish 
since his beating by Levine 

Several sports writers had also 
written that Doyle should now 
retire But such opinions are often 
voiced in the boxing world The 
fight was a natural and it brought 
over 11,270 fans to Cleveland 
Arena, that June day in 1947 

Dark-haired Doyle, who had once 
been coached by the legendary 
Jack Johnson, was eager ambi¬ 
tious and full of self-confidence He 
was sure he could win the world 
title, and he started as though he 
aimed to achieve it in the first 
round 

He launched a furious, first-round 
attack, only to run into a steady 
stream of left jabs and hooks But 
close range Doyle was more dan 
gerous The bout soon developed 
into a fierce, close contest as in 
Sugar Ray's dream 

Robinson learned to treat his 
opponent with cautious respect, 
and after a few rounds there were 
many who rated Doyle ahead on 
points. The crowd was screaming 
encouragement to him 

Doyle came out tor the eighth 
round lookino much the fitter man 
He bounded from his chair, carrying 
fight to the champion all the 

aiMwA teen* 


way Still the boxing brain of 
Robinson remained ice-cool and 
although he threw far fewer 
punches he picked and timed them 
well ' 

Halfway through the eighth 
Sugar Ray s big chance came For a 
fraction of second Doyle dropped 
his right hand The champion 
flashed home with a short bullet- 
like left hook 

It rocked Doyle back on his heels 
and he fell like a sliced-down tree to 
the canvas He was unconscious 
before his head thudded hard 
against the floor 

When referee Jackie Davis 
reached the count of six Doyle had 
raised himself up on his elbows 
Then he slumped backwards only 
to be saved by the belt at the count 
of nine Hts seconds ran out to pre¬ 
pare him for the next round 

But Doyle was in no condition to 
fight another round His manager 
signalled that he was finished and 
the referee raised the champion s 
arm And all the time. Sugar Ray 
looked anxiously at his opponent s 
corner 

Doyle seemed in a state of semi- 
consciousness and into the ring 
rushed Or Hagedorn. who had 
attended the boxer in much the 
same condition over a year before 


screw on the behaviour of one or 
two top crowd-pullers have sud 
denly found themselves on the tram 
back home 

The circuits concerned have 
been pleasant and enticing, so it is 
only natural to ensure that tough 
decisions on players who pull in 
large crowds-and masses of 
money-tend to disappear 

Who IS going to endanger three 
of four weeks at beautiful places, by 
eliminating the stars who please 
the sponsors and fill the seats at 
the stadium? 

All this compares alarmingly with 
the behaviour and dedication of the 
top women stars 

Of course they have long been 
shown the way to compete without 
becoming monsters by the inpec- 
cdble behaviour-on and off the 
court-by Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert Lloyd and, before them 
Evonne Gooiagong and Margaret 
Court 


He ordered Doyle to be taken to 
hospital as quickly as possible 

At St Vincent s Charity Hospital 
brain specialist Dr Spencer Braden 
operated but in vain Jimmy Doyle 
died next afternoon from a cerebral 
haemorrhage 

It was only the seocnd time that a 
boxer had died from injuries in a 
world title bout The last had been 
in London, in 1897 when Walter 
Croot died of a brain injury after his 
bantamweight bout with Jimmy 
Barry 

So Robinson s nightmare had 
come true And it went further He 
was indicted on a technical charge 
of m 9 nslaughter, there were mail 
cious suggestions that he had 
known Doyle to be medically unfit 
to fight 

Though he was acquitted Sugar 
Bay felt like never fighting again 
But his friends argued that he was 
not to blame and that he could do 
more for Doyle by fighting on than 
by quitting 

Robinson won his next two fights 
with first round knock outs and 
earned thousands of dollars for 
Jimmy Doyles mother After his 
third fight, in which he knocked out 
Jackie Wilson in the seventh round 
he gave her the ' entire 
65.000-dollar purse 





We’re all proud of you 


T he game of chess in India is 
poised to take a great leap With 
our maestro Pravin Thipsay about 
to become first over grandmaster 
from the country, a new era in the 
game commences 
My mind goes down the memory 
lane to the events when I was privi¬ 
leged to watch this star player, 
along with some of the best young 
talents of the country at Inter- 
University chess tournaments 

I was privileged to participate in 
these events for three consecutive 
years 1975, 1976 & 1977 The 
venue for the events were Madras, 
Ahmedabad and Nagpur, respec¬ 
tively The standard of the partici¬ 
pants ranged from mediocre to 
excellent some of the best players 
of the country were amongst the 
and It was indeed an experience to 
watch stalwarts like Pravin Thip¬ 
say, Avinash Awate T Parmes- 
waran, Neelkanthan and Ravi 
Hegde in action 

But then let us begin at the begin- 


ing 

The first of these tournaments 
was held at 11T, Madras Manual 
Aaron the then nabonal champion 
inaugurated the tournament 

Stalwarts of this tournament 
were Avinash Awate, Rajesh Baha¬ 
dur and Vivek Sthalekar Awate 
became the centre of attraction 



Here was player of superlative ta¬ 
lent He was already a national level 
player 

I distinctly remember a major up¬ 
set by Shiv Shanker Dave, captain 
of Jodhpur University when he de¬ 
feated the redoubtable Awate 

Another interesting game oc¬ 
curred between Raiesh Bahadur 
and Vivak Sthalekar Rajesh playing 


white had three pawns against a 
rook in the end game This gave nse 
to a lot of discussion and specula¬ 
tion about the likely result of the 
game In the end, Rajesh Bahadur 
emermd winner In the post mor¬ 
tem later it was revealed that 
Sthalekar missed a line leading to 
perpetual checks 

As already stated earlier, one wit¬ 
nessed a range of players from me¬ 
diocre to excellent It was indeed a 
treat to mingle with players from all 
comers of the country, to watch the 
way they played 

Many of the players from those 
days have gone on to scale the 
greater heights Most notable 
amongst them is of course Pravin 
Thipsay The other names we keep 
hearing are S Joshi, Parmeswaran, 
Ravi Hegde 

So buck up, Pravinl Achieve that 
norm of grandmaster We are all 
proud of you* 

NILKANTH 
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Facilities should 
be top-class 


By Surajit Sengupta 

I N MANY CO 
UNTRIES where 
football IS a major 
passion, people do 
not associate India 
with other football 
playing countries anymore, 
what after the dismal performance 
in the homematches in the qualify¬ 
ing rounds of pre-world Cup Many 
an ardent football lovers of the 
country are also aghast at what has 
happened or has t^en happening to 
Indian football They are more stu- 
pified due to the lack of reasonable 
Albis for the recent catastrophes in 
international football 

We Indians are exhuberant in vic¬ 
tory and too scomfull when we lose 
but to my mind there is no excuse 
for such lacklustre performance 
year after year It is high time that 
the authorities take drastic steps 
and give a herculean boost to the 
cause of football No amount of 
Nehru Cups and Sanjay Cups and 


Indira Cups are going to help raise 
our standards Remraies can only 
be discussed upon when we know 
the cause For several years now, I 
have been after AIFF who have 
been trying all sorts of permuta¬ 
tions and combinations without 
any reasons I am surpnsed they 
don't learn from their own follies If 
a big club in the country has a bud¬ 
get of Rs 50,000 per year for foot¬ 
ball, why can't the countiy have the 
same budget for 24 u-16 boys for 
training and other facilities till they 
attain the age of 217 

I think our cricketers have proved 
that a permanent national coach is 
the need of the hour If need the 
country can buy a player at a pre¬ 
mium from the clubs they have 
signed for and lend him back if the 
schedule permits and that should 
be made a law 

Nourishing a junior national side 
has became an absolute necessity 

Attaching too much importance 
to any state must be curbed 

The selection of the teem must 
be done in a clean and good spim. 


without any bias or objections 

Facilities must be absolutely first 
class along with adequate remun¬ 
erations to attract the cream of 
talent I don't believe in attaching 
extraordinary importance to foreign 
coaches There is-no point decrying 
the lack of team work in present- 
day football The accent is on indivi¬ 
dual quality, skill, speed, and sta¬ 
mina in world football now So why 
cant we apply ourselves accord¬ 
ingly and try to get some posibve 
results 

I don't think any footballer can 
leave his mark in the game^today 
except by being 100 per cent fit or 
IS a superb 

We should not expect a windfall 
of wins in international matches 
immediately 
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The Colgate-Palmolive sponsored Cosmopolitan Recreation Club organised a two-week athletic and hockey 
coaching camp which concluded at St Domnic Savio High School, Bombay. Seen here are the best 


coaching camp which concluded at St Domnic Savio High School, Bombay. Seen here 
trainees of the camp 
























RACING 

By Railbird 

Are subsidy 
offers 


generous? 


A re the subsidies offered to 
owners and trainers generous 
to the point where it is a disincen¬ 
tive to race animals in order to win 
stake money? 

That is not an idle thought, it is a 
realistic appraisement of the state 
of affairs during the first four days 
of the Bangalore Summer Meeting 
which is now in progress. 

The number of entries has been 
well beJow what one has to come 
to expect of this meeting and, in 
consequence, there have been 
fewer races per day and a lesser 
number of runners in these events. 

One obvious reason is that be¬ 
cause of an absence of rain, the 
shortage of water and electric 
power and the unusual heat there is 
a reluctance to race animals. An¬ 
other is that some of the top 
trainers, those with the larger str¬ 
ings, have been out of station. Yet, 
neither reason is fully acceptable. 

Indian-breeds are notoriously 
brittle and the risk of horses injur¬ 
ing their extremities by being jarred 
on the firm track are real. However, 
as the authorities have wisely de¬ 
cided not to trim the grass, there is 
some sort of protective cushion. 

Again, its is unreasonable to be 
overprotective to horses of the 
lower classes and those young¬ 
sters whose bloodlines do not hold 
out much promise of a bright future 

Thus, there is not one sufficiently 
good reason why the races for 
lower class animals and some for 
the new crop have received such 
poor patronage. 

It is not that stake money has 
gone abegging. It should be clear to 
all that at least two of the races 
which have been run so far were 
not declared void because a parti¬ 
cular trainer left in a sufficiency of 
runners to prevent that happening. 

The Inescapable conclusion is th¬ 
at, although the competition at this 
stags of tne meeting is less severe 
than it will be as the season ad¬ 
vances and although the chances 
of winning stake money is greater 
because of the smaller fields, own¬ 
ers and trainers are not particularly 
keen to cash in on the situation. 

To carry the argument a logical 
step further they are content with 
what they collect by way of subsi¬ 
dies. To the keen racegoer there is 
the consolation of knowing that the 
fields are certain to be more fully re¬ 
presentative of all-India racing in 
the immediate future and that they 
will contifHie to be so. 

Of course, there is a school of th¬ 
ought which maintains that sub- 
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sidles should be abolished in their 
entirety and the money so saved 
should be. added to the stakes of¬ 
fered per race. 

The line of thought is that by of¬ 
fering subsidies which, in some 
cases, enable the owner to main¬ 
tain and race his horse free, the turf 
clubs are attracting the wrong type 
of owner because, it is argued, that 
if an owner lacks the resources to 
maintain and race his horse without 
financial assistance from the club, 
he should not race at all. 

That way of thinking is retro¬ 
grade. Certainly, with the breeding 
industry having grown tremen¬ 
dously, there is a need to attract 
more owners into racing and if the 
race clubs lighten the financial bur¬ 
den of maintaining and racing 
animals, the neec^for the owner to 
rely on gambling proceeds to main¬ 
tain his string is r^uced. 

As the less emphasis there is on 
gambling the better is the health of 
the.sport, it is imperative that the 
race clubs spread their funds over 
as many owners as is possible 
which will not be the case if the 
money, which is now disbursed as 
subsidies is withdrawn and cana¬ 
lised into stakes. Obviously, there 
are more runners per race than 
stake winners per event. 

Ifs lit •4e 

T he best youngster seen over 
the week-end was Predomin¬ 
ance, a colt by Subject to Raise out 
of Rose of Tudor. He was an im¬ 
pressive winner in hia only outing in 
the winter artd he provided an en¬ 
core in the Class IV 1,400metres 
Rajah S.R. Ranga Row Memorial 


Cup when he triumphed by threfi 
parts of a length over Madame 6o< 
vary in the smart time of one 
minute, 29 seconds with false rails 
up. 

This was a good showing, but it 
was far from brilliant, and this co¬ 
lumn will be surprised if he makes a 
showing in the classics, in fact the 
runner-up, a filly by Knight of Me- 
dina-Madame Alasio showed pro¬ 
mise. She was giving Predomin¬ 
ance 1.5 kilos which means that if 
they clash in a classic she will meet 
him on three kiloS better terms as 
she will claim a sex allowance of 
1.5 kilos Certainly, he was not th¬ 
ree kilos superior to her on this day. 

When Namak Halaal won on the 
opening day he raised hopes of a 
repeat performance He failed badly 
in that quest in the 1,400 metres 
Dharmaprakash to L.S. 

Venkaji Rao Memorial Cup. Sta¬ 
ble companion Silhouette, who was 
taking on top class opposition for 
the first time and who was in re¬ 
ceipt of 14 kilos from Namak Ha- 
laal, made her own pace and won 
very well while Namak Halaal was 
last of four runners. 

Unlike Namak Halaal, Far N' Vast 
IS in line for a second consecutive 
victory. The Hardinvast Farzina 
gelding emerged from the maiden 
ranks with a most impressive vic¬ 
tory in the 1,400 metres Paddock 
Plate. 

Antia had him so badly placed th¬ 
at he gave the impression of being 
disinterested. However, once Far 
N' Vast got his head, he just went 
away to score decisively. He won't 
set the ganga on fire but he will 
make a mark. 

To those who believe, and their 
number is legion, that an injustice 
was done to Certain Smile. vi(ho' 
was deprived of a race in the winter 
on the strength of the chairman's 
casting vote in the stewards room 
after she had scored over Goverd- 
han, her victory in the 1,400 metres 
Gersoppa Plate was cheering. 

The filly, who normally runs in 
front, was this time kept behind fa¬ 
vourite Harlequin till midway in the 
straight at which stage she shot 
clear for a telling two-and-a-half 
lengths win. 

Certain Smile is another who can 
be placed to win a^ain. She, Sea 
Dari the Excellent Timer and Rock 
Hard need robe watched. Afflatus 
should make amends next time out 
as he lost because Robin Comer, 
who rode winner Adhesion, oiit- 
generalied Vasant Shinde at the top 
of the straight from where he took a 
oommandirig lead which Shinde. 
was unable to make up. 
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P AKISTAN had India by the 
scruff and shook then enough 
to win the Third Asian and Middle 
East Bridge zonal championship^ at 
Hotel Taj Mahal, Karachi last fort¬ 
night India lost 193 to Pakistan's 
3u1 match points in the final 

But if the men ware pretty deject¬ 
ed. the Indian women were crowing 
happilly at having qualified to repre¬ 
sent zone four for the World Bridge 
Championship and it is creditable 
to note that this is the first time in 
bridge history that a ladies team 
from this zone will be participating, 
and that honour, ventably went to 
India 

India sneaked onto the victory ta¬ 
ble with a fantastic 120 match 
point victory over Egypt, who lost 
narrowly with a difference of only 
17 DOints 

The Indian pairs of Nina Baner- 
jee-Rita Choksi and Lina Mayadas- 


Saiia Thadani played superbly in 
three sessions and collected l02 
VP, including 2 carry-over VP, as 
against 62 of Egypt _ 

By Jimmu hta 

A last minute effort was made by 
the Egyptian pairs of Margaret 
Homsey-Sophia Sarwat and Lily 
Khalil -Mowad Khury, when they 
reduced the 40 IMP lead to 17 

The two-day men's final saw 
fluctuating fortunes for the two 
contesting countries Pakistan lost 
the advantage of a substantial 
carry-over from the qualifying 
rounds but soon regained it, surg¬ 
ing into a lead which they led 
through the last half of the match 


and voids. 

Hands for big tournaments are 
often dealt by computer but hands 
for this event here were dealt by a 
small number of high-ranking offi¬ 
cials 

Suggestions by Indian players th¬ 
at the hands be redealt were con¬ 
temptuously brushed aside 

Winners for Pakistan were Zia 
Mhamood, Masood Salem, Jen-E- 
alam Fazli, Nishat Abedi and Munir 
Ataullah 

The Indian team comprised Sud- 
hir Kumar Gangully, Santanu Gh- 
ose, Kamla Krishna Mukherjee and 
Kamal Kumar Roy, all from Cal¬ 
cutta 

In the semi-finals, Pakistan beat 
Sn Lanka 227-88 and India, though 
closely pressed by Maunttus, came 
through safely 114-79 

SW Correspondent 
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T he soviet Grand Master Vladi¬ 
mir Tukmakov won the 10th 
International Open in Lugano spon¬ 
sored by Banca del Gottardo, with 7 
points in a 9-round Swiss of 168 
players includinq 23 GNJs, 18 IMs 



and 2 Women GMs 

Headed by (Ke young British GM 
Nigel Short, 12 other GMs and one 
IM were knotted in a tie with 6’^^ 
for 2nd to 15tH places behind 
Tukmakov 74-year-old American 
GM Sammy Reshevsky was among 
them They were followed 14 
players with 6 points 

A secondary tournament of 180 
participants was also won by the 
Soviet player Vladimir Pavlin with 
7/9 

TUKMAKOV - YAP (Phi) 

1 .d4, Nf6 2 Nf3, c6 3.d5. e6 4 c5, 
exdS 5 cxdS, d6 6 Nc3, g6 7 e4, 
Bg7 8Be2, Bg4 9.00, 00 lOBgS. 
Bxf3 11 Bxf3, Nbd7 12.Be2. Re8 
13Qc2, a6 14.a4, Rc8 15a5, h6 
16,Bd2l, C4 17 f3. gS?l 18 Khl, Nf8 
19 Ra4l, 20 Bxc4. Nd7 21 Ba2. Nf4 
22Qdtl, Nc6 2l3.Ra3. Ncd3? 
24.Bxd3, Nxd3 25.Bxg5l. Nxb2 
2e.Bxd§. Nxdl 27A)xd1. RexdS 


28No3, Rc5 29Nf5, Bf8 30 h4, 
Rd7 31 Rbl, Rdc7 32Rab3, Rxa5 
33 Rxb7, Rac5 34 Rxc7, Rxc7 
35 Rb8i, Ra7 36 Nxd6 a5 37 Nb5 
Rd7 38Ra8, f5 39Nd4i, fxe4 
40Ne6 exf3 41 RxfSch, Kh7 
42 Rxf3 Rxd5 43 Rf7ch Kg8 
44RQ7ch Kh845 Ra7,1-0 

8 Bg4) Modern Benoni This 
move IS intended to secure control 
of e5 by exchanging the Knight 

15 a5) The moves a4-a5 immo¬ 
bilising Black s a and b Pawns are 
part of Whites usual strategy to 
arrest Blacks Queen side expan¬ 
sion 

16 Bd2') 16 Bh4, g5 17 bg3, Nf8 
followed by Ng6/ Qe7/ Nd7/ 

Nde5, or 16 Bf4, Qe7 facilitates 
Black's obtaining control occupa 
tion by a Knight of e5 

17 g5?') The direct 17 nc5 
seems more compatible with 
16 c4 If then 17 bxc4, Ncxe4 The 
text Croats manoeuvring space 
Black Knights, but it also clears fS 
for a While Knight entry later 

19 Ng6?l) And now 19 Nfd7 
would have avoided the immediate 
loss of the c-Pawn, for then 
20 bxc4? would lose the exchange 
to 20 bS 21 axb6 ep, Nxb6 But 
the Pawn sacrifice has some merit 
and may be intentional 

22Qd1) 22Bxf5?, gxfS would 
give Black astrong gnp on black 
squares, particularly eS 

23 Ncd3?) This allow White to 
simplify the game into a winning 


end game Black should get counter 
play with 23 Nxe2 24 Qxa2»f5 

25 Nxb2) Black gets Pawn for 
Pawn, but the open b-fife favours 
White 

27 Nxdl) The Knight heads for 
f5 

29 BfB) The Black Bishop has to 
relinquish its aggressive post and 
undertake a poor defending duty 

32 Rab3) Bringing about further 
simplification with greater activity 
for White Rooks 

33 Rac5) If 33 Rc8 34Rd7 
wins the d-Pawn 

36 Nxd6) The fall of Black's 
d-Pawn signals the end 

39 Nd4i) Black must lose his 
Bishop or his f-Pawn 

ENDGAME 



White to play and win 
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Yunus Lokhandwala - 20 
30, Rakhia Manzil. 

2nclflr.R.No 12 
Raudat T ahera Street, 
Bombay-400 003 
Music, sports, travelling 
Sanjay Munshi -18 
Qazibagh, 

Rawalpura, 

Srinagar-190005, 

Jammu fk Kashmir 
Cooking, hunting, wrestling, poli¬ 
tics 

AbidArshadA Khan, 

'Ladly Manzil 
Gandhi Nagar, 

Basti-272001 

Philately, cricket, posters of 
cricketers 

Nitin Nanda, 

C/10 Boys Hostel, 

Govt Medical College, 

New Civil Hospital, 
Surat-395001, 

Gujarat 

Tennis, music, reading 

Oabasis Datta - 24 

Plot No A E 285, Sector 1, 

Salt Lake City, 

Calcutta-700 064 
Sports, films, philately 

Anil Kumar, 

Mandathil House, 

Velorvattom - SMC -21, 
Shertallay, 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


1 When and on which ground did 
Mushtaq Ali make his Test de¬ 
but? 

2 Who umpired the inaugural 
Test match at the Eden Gar¬ 
dens in 1933-347 

3 When L Sivaramakrishnan 
made his Test debut for India, 
he was 17 yrs and some days 
old How many days? 

4 The first ever women’s Test 
match was played between 
England and Australia in 1934 
Who won It? 

5 When did the first bobsleigh 
race take place? 

6 Which country dominated the 
bobsleigh event in the 1984 
Winter Olympics? 

7 When was the handball event 
first included in the Olympics? 

8 Which country has won the 
Uber Cup for badminton the 
maximum number of times? 


Kerala-688524 

Cricket, travelling, sight-seeing 

Joan Sunil-19 

10/63HAU 

Hissar, Haryana-125004 

Flying, sports 

Satish Chhabra -19 

10/8 HAU 
Hissar-125004 
Haryana 

Swimming, mountaineering, fly¬ 
ing 

Anup Dybey, 

59, Ghosh Para Lane, 

PO Bhadrakali, 

Hoogly-712232 
West Bengal 

Coins, music, cricket, dancing 

P Sreekumar-18 

Pandiat House, 

Minalur, 

MG Kavu-680581, 

Kerala 

Chess, cricket, reading 

Mamatha U. Parande, 

54, AG s Office Colony, 
Anandanagar Hebbal, 
Bangalore-560024, 

Karnataka 

Cricket, films, reading badmin¬ 
ton 

Renu Chatterjee -16 
Renu Typewriter Centre, 

A/7 Shanti Nagar Cantonment, 
Kanpur 

Music, movies, cricket 


9 Who was the first gymnast to 
have scored 10 00 points in 
Olympic Games? 

10 Who holds the record of scor¬ 
ing the maximum, number of 
goals in his care6f in interna¬ 
tional hockey? 

11 What does IFWHA stand for? 
ANSWERS 
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Karuna Chattaijaa -14 

A/7 Shanti Nagar Cantonment, 
Kanpur 

Music, drawing, badminton. 

R. Grover-23 
M-12, Lajpat Nagar, 

Behind Mool Chand Hospital, 
New Delhi-110024 
Dancing 

Aswan! Arora - 21 

1H/55, N-17, 

Faridabad-121001, 

Haryana 

Reading, travelling 

Shekhar Ghodhal - 23 

New India Assurance Company, 
Ltd, 

PB No 75 
Jalgaon-425001 
Reading, journalism, music 

Sourabha Gowda -14 

79. KH Road (Double Rd,) 
Bangalore-560027 
Philately, coins, music 

Manish Daroda, 

Natwal Road, 

Apsara Street, 

Up'etu-360490, 

Rajkot 

Cricket 

P C. Bhattacharya. 

B-3/26, 

Gasta Colony, . 

Paschim Vihar, 

New Delhi-110063 
Reading, music 

Chacko Joseph -16 
7/172, Keeramkulangra, 
Trichur-680005, 

Kerala 

Reading, sports, philately 

Shaju George -15 
7/173, Keeram Kulangra, 
Trichur-680005, 

Kerala 

Sports, reading 

lyaz Shaikh. i- 

K9/7 Barve Nagar 
Ghatkopar 
Bombay - 400 084 
Boring, Football 
Mubeen Havaldar, 

Chikal Pakhdi 
Janjira Murud, 

Raigad-402 401 

Maharashtra 

Reading writing penpals 


r SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 
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ACROSS 

3 Seeing the pranks he is up to 
now Lamb as—must surely have 
got his parents goati (1 3) 

6 Alternative name not making 



Q Which players have won 
the Wimbledon men's title from 
1970to 1975? 


-Suman Arya. 

Nagpur 

A 1970 John Newcombe (Aus¬ 
tralia), 1971-John Newcombe, 

1972- Stan Smith (USA), 

1973- Jan Kodes (Czechoslovakia), 
1974~-Jimmy Connors (USA) and 
197B-ArthurAshe (USA) 

Q. What IS the birth date of Ra¬ 
vi Shastri and what is his com¬ 
plete Test record? 

-Syed Waheeduddin, 
Burhanpur, MP 

A Shastri's birth date is 
27-5-1962 He has played 34 
Tests, 53 innings, 8 times not out, 
1676 runs, 142 not out as highest, 
5 centuries, at an average of 32 74 

He has also taken 73 wickets at 
an average of 40 36 His best fi¬ 
gures are 5-75 

Q. What are the Test career re¬ 
cords of the followIng-G R. Vis- 
wanath, A.G. Kripai Singh, Jai- 
simha, and Vijay Merchant? 

' -Rubin Kaushik, 
Chandigarh 

A Viswanath has played 91 
Tests, 155 innings, 10 times not 
out, 6,080 runs, 222 as highest, 14 
centuries, at an average of 41 93 
He has held 62 catches 

A G Kripal Singh has played 14 
Tests, 20 innings, 5 times not out, 
422 runs, 100 not out as highest, 1 
century on debut, at an average of 

SPORTSWteK M»vZ9 Jikwi4 198') 


clear the role of Cassius Clay ? (5) 

7 What Pocock gives the ball oo 
any ground (3) 

8 Andnra s Singh who played 
hockey for India (7) 

12 Contraptions suggesting Kapil s 
gone into the ice cream busin 
ess'(7) 

13 Vijay Merchant s senior was one 
- Tiger Pataudi s senior another 
(3) 

14 Denis’ Compton for one can 
never be so slyly derogatory (5) 

1 5 Pal he i crtainly never was of the 
Pakistanis' (4| 

DOWN 

1 A Hall lifted my God* (5) 

2 The Bob whose place will ever 
remain secure in Wisden’ (6) 

4 Take Imran before and Moham 
mad after - and you have two 
generations of Pak fast bowlers 
in one' |4) 

5 Point to throw’(4) 


ia Q □ □ 

□13 

kSEISSQiSa 
II 



9 Foreigners as holding Neil up (6) 

10 1 ails reversed in shade (5) 

11 Let s hope Reena as a thing of 
beauty will find Mohsin — for- 
everifl 3) 

12 Sid turning around a Roy (4) 


28 13 He has taken 10 wickets at 
an average of 58 40 and held 4 
catches 

Ja'simha has played 39 Tests, 71 
innings, 4 times not out, 2056 runs, 
129 as highest 3 centuries at an 
average of 30 68 He has also taken 
9 wickets and held 17 catches 

Vijay Merchant has played 10 
Tests, 18 innings, 859 runs, 154 as 
highest, 3 centuries, at an average 
of 47 72 He has held 7 catches 

Q Can a batsman be given out 
if he stops the delivery deliber¬ 
ately by any part of his body (in¬ 
cluding his head) without using 
his bat, presuming that the bail 
would have otherwise hit the 
stumps? 

-P Chakroborti, 
Borivli, Bombay 

A As per law 33 of handled the 
ball, either batsman on appeal shall 
be given out handled the ball if he 
wilfully touches the ball while in 
play with the hand not holding the 
bat, unless he does so vinth the con 
sent of opposite side 

Q How many goals has Pule, 
the Brazilian soccer star, scored 
in his career? 

-Rocky D'Souza, 
Vidyavihar, Bombay 

A Pele has scored 1283 goals in 
firstclass soccer 

Q What IS the Test record of 
Roger Binny? 

-J.P Suresh, 
Kolar Gold Fields 

A Bmny has played 17 Tests, 28 
innings, 3 times not out, 605 runs, 
83 not out as highest, at an average 


of 24 20 He has taken 24 wickets 
at an average of 42 54 He has held 
7 catches 

Q. What are the birth dates of 
Binny and Srikkanth? 

-Sandra D'Siiva, 
Chinchinim. 

A Binny-19-7-1955 Snk- 
kanth-12-12-1959 

Q What is the nationality of 
Norman Gifford and Graeme 
Fowler i e birth place and age? 

-S.R. Vishwanath, 
Bangalore.^ 

A Both Gifford and Fowler are 
British by nationality Gifford was 
bom at Ulverston, Cumbria on 
March 30, 1940 and Fowler was 
born at Accrington, Lancashire on 
April 30,1957 

Q What IS Kapil Dev's birth 
date and his highest score In 
Tests? 

-Russel Crasto, 
Walkeshwar, Bombay. 

A Kapil Dev s birth date is 
6-1-1959 and his highest score in 
Tests IS 126 not out against West 
Indies in 78-79 at Delhi 

Q What is the record of South 
Africa against each country they 
have played? 

-Sanjay Psthare, 
Kolhapur 

A Against England South Africa 
has played 102 Tests, won 18, lost 
46 and 38 were drawn 

Against Australia, S Africa has 
played 53 Tests, won 11, lost 29 
and 13 were drawn 

Against New Zealand, 17 Tests, 
won 9, lost 2 drew 6 






MAILBAG 


Hostel hoys b(>st 


T he redeemable features of the 
recently concluded Gold Cup 
Hockey tournament in Bombay 
were the performances of tht 
Sports Hostel boys from Lucknow 
Indian Airlines and the umpiring of 
M S Bhuller 

The time is not far off when most 
of the young lads from the Sports 
Hostel will make a mark at the 
international level Their strength 
lay in their attack which was based 
on swift short passes raiely seen 
in modern hockey Their midfield 
and defence was also good They 
did commit many errors largely 
due to their inexperience but they 
will surely learn and improve I wish 
them the best of luck 

Mohan Chavda 
(Bombay-9) 


Lillpf^’s book 
rnarvolloiis but... 


I F was maivellous of SPORTS 
WEEK to provide readers with 
exclusive extracts from Dennis 
Lillee s book Over and Out' But 
though Lillee has assessed Vivjan 
Richards correctly what struck a 
discordant note was Lillee s state 
f lent that Gavaskar has scored 
I r lost of his runs at home which is 
I r ot true 

[ More than half of Gavaskar s 
[ L300 odd runs have been scored 
on foreign soil In fact he holds the 
. record for scoring the maximum 
i rjns abroad (4000 plus) followed 
1 t y Ken Barrington 


j Lillee has otherwise paid Gavas 
[ I ar rich tributes He has also rated 
I tie other Little Master Vishwan 



ath highly which coming frorn the 
greatest fast bowler of all time 
should please the fans of these two 
batsmen 

Sanjeev Kumar 
{HYderabad-1) 



Thoii^rno back 


T he inclusion of 34 year old fast 
bowlei Jeff Thomson in the 
Australian squad for the Ashes tour 
of England has come as a pleasant 





surprise This is a great chance for 
the fast bowler to reach the covet 
ed mark of 200 Test wickets 

Although he has lost much of his 
pace he is still capable of troubling 
the English batsmen It will be 
recalled that Thomson was the 
second highest wicket takei in the 
last Ashes series with 22 wickets 
at 18 88 behind Geoff Lawson 
who took 34 wickets at 20 20 If 
Thomson and Lawson can repeat 
their form of 1982 this year 
Australia should have no difficulty 
in retaining the Ashes 

V Rajesh Subramanian 
(Lucknow) 


C'aptaiiu y: mere 
formality 


I T is pity that the captaincy issue 
carries so much weight both 
amongst the players and the media 
Captaincy is a mere formality 
Cricket is a team game where all 
players are equally important 
whether they are established stars 
or newcomers 

Of late theie have a been lot of 
suggestions and articles that Ravi 
Shastri is the right candidate for the 


Indian team s captaincy next sea 
son - a contention I disagree with 
Ravi IS a fine cricketer and has a 
bright future ahead of him Still he 
IS relatively raw and needs to work 
harder to achieve that post 

Kapil Dev and Mohinder Amar 
nath in my estimation are the two 
best candidates My vote though 
would go to Kapil Dev who has 
done so much for Indian cricket but 
was deprived of the captaincy only 
because he lost to the West Indies 
R K Chattopadhyay 
(Ultarpara-58) 


twHs I riimper 


T his is to bring to your notice 
that It was Victor Trumper who 
first scored a century before lunch 
in Test cricket and not KSRanjit 
sinhji as wrongly mentioned in 
SPORTSWEEK (May 1-7) 

Trumper achieved this landmark 
versus England at Manchester in 
1902 The other batsmen to have 
emulated this feat are C G MaCart 
ney against England at Leeds in 
192S DG Bradman against Eng 
land at Leeds in 1930 and Majid 
Khan against New Zealand at 
Karachi in 1976 77 

Robin Kaushik 
(Chandigarh) 


Holding: preacher 
of peact^ 


S OME memories stay sharp and 
vivid Surely there will be no 
more pleasing sight to watch than 
Michael Holding in action His 
decision to quit big cricket al 
though not surprising will bring 
about a qualitative change in the 
department of fast bowling 

Who can forget the feats of this 
preacher of pace? His retitBrnent 
makes me want to immediately pay 
him a befitting tribute But suddenly 
I find my spirits dampening How or 
where to begin? Suffice to say that 


he IS one of the few cricketers 
whose deeds will be discussed as 
long as cricket is played That is the 
real measure of his greatness 

Shilbhadra Datta 
(Calcutta-29) 




















Pravin Thipsay... the 
first Indian to win a 
Grandmaster norm, 
^retained the National 
f A’ chess title at Tenali 


1 P Pradepp Vijaydkdi 






lY LET SPRAINS 
UPSET HIS 
LIVELY DAY? 


OF- AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 


DISCOVER THE POWER OF HEALING 
IN YOUR OWN HANDS 

The worm, gentle touch of your lodex twice a day till the pain 
hands and the neoling power of subsides and a couple of days 

lodex — that's what he needs So thereafter Because pain is only 

keep lodex handy Because lodex the symptom, whereas the real 
IS the balm with Iodine which heals problem is tissue in(ury 
the m|ured tissues, and Methyl So, whenever any of youi dear 

Salicylate which relieves the pain ones suffer from sprains pulird 

muscles, stiff joints or boayaches 
lodex twice-a-day is twice as massage lodex Twice o day And 

effective they'll thank you for putting them 

Doctors recommend that you use back in action twice as fast 

lODBX-THE ONE BALM WITH HEALING POWER 
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From AMCO 

a new freedom in movement 


Today there $ a new 
generation on tho move 


AMCO has a'wQVS t>^n in 
the forofroni of fee tinoogy 


Jho youth on his new 
generation two wheelers 
Conquering hb world with 
an indomitable spirit 
To help ♦his stride i.n AMCO 
hos joined the roce By 
gearing its«- It up to monu 
facture now genorati in 
bcjttnries with the lotest 
tPf hnol ;gy of Yuaso Batrery 
C o of n\ nn the world s 
kirges' n anufocturcr of 
me t ire y< le batteries 
jnd a leodk-r in i voi ety of 
outjmjtvi nnd i (Justnal 

t)a 1 t(»riis 


The Yuosd tie up is AMC O' 
another step f irwnrtJ ri 
progres'" direction lo 
produce ttM midudvarued 
batteries foi ttn r ew tireed of 
two whoolors four wt c ^le- is 
anti other equipment A 
well os t) moderr il'-e its toe il 
ties for Ihf new qt neral on 
pfoduots ifui li:>chn jCgv 

AMCO IS oKo ti nqtf r i d 
tj dOO strong oler network 
and sc rvire outk Is t sf ts 
new txjltor hs thot w II tt 
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HY LET SPRAINS 
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LIVH.YDAY? 










discover THE POWER OF HEi 
IN YOUR OWN HANDS 


The warm, gentle touch of your 
hands and the healing power of 
lodex—that's what he needs So 
keep lodex handy Because lodex 
IS the balm with Iodine which heals 
the in|ured tissues, and Methyl 
Salicylate which relieves the pom 

lodex twice-o-day it hwicc at 
effective 

Doctors recommend that you use 


lodex twice a day till the pain 
subsides and a couple of days 
thereafter Becousefiain is only 
the symptom, whereas the real 
problem is tissue injury 

So, whenever any of your dear 
ones suffer from sprains, pulled 
muscles, stiff joints or bodyaches, 
massage lodex Twice a day And 
they'll fttank you for putting them 
back in action twice as fast 


lOOBX-TM ONE BALM WITH HEAUNG POW 


•unp- AN ESKAYEF PRODUD 












A quick questionnaire 
for ar^ one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


IFYOaCANAnSWER^TBS^TO 
3 (nrr 0P4 OF THESE QDESinONS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE BOY WHO DELIVERS YOUR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


1. 

On Sunday morning, does your newspaper live up to your expectations 7 

YEsniion 

2 . 

Do Kbushwant Singh. Kuldip Nayar. Beian Daruwala, M. V. Kamath 
and other celebrities visit yoti every Sunday 7 

YBSDBOn 

3. 

Does Nutan help solve your personal problems, and can you consult 

Dr. R. Wadia for your ailments every Sunday 7 

YEsnHon 

4 . 

Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you cpp 7 

YBsnwon 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then ifs 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete, 

SUNDAY 

MID-DAY 
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Carry on David* say England aalactora* bnt... 


Is captaincy 
taking its toll on 

Gower? 



By Ayaz Memon 


D avid OOWERs retention as 
captain for the forthcoming 
Ashes senes was a foregone con¬ 
clusion after England merited vic¬ 
tory over India last season 

He led his side to an improbable 
triumph after England had capitu¬ 
lated quite spinelessly in the first 
Test at Bombay 

Even conceding that the Indian 
team was di^ointed and lacking in 
motivation, Gowers influence in 
recouping the limited talent he had 
at his disposal and then turning the 
tables on India, was remarkable 

It was a difficult tour in more 
ways than one Apart from playing 
away from home without three of 
their best players, the England side 
also had to contend with factors 
beyond their control 

The assissinatton of the prime 
minister of India, followed by that 
of the British Deputy High Commis¬ 
sioner, made the atmosphere high¬ 
ly incongenial 

Frequent changes in the tour i e a 
Itinerary were a further source of 
aggnevement to the English 
players and it took all of David 
Gower's persuasion and skill in 
public relations to keep his team 
members patient, in good humour 
and committed to tneir goal of 
salvaging their pnde 

That they did more than this 
should testify against the conten¬ 
tion of critics that Gower was too 
young or too flippant to lead the 
side »• 

The question now, however, is 
whether the burden of captaincy is 
not resting too heavily on Gower's 
slender shoulders After his legiti¬ 
mate succession to Wills's post (he 
captained England in Pakistan in 

sramswESK, jums-i 1,1986 
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two Tests after Willis returned 
home due to injury last year and 
one more against the same country 
at Lord's in 1982), the volume of 
runs from Gower's blade has turned 
more into a trickle than the con¬ 
stant flow that English selectors 
and indeed ail English cricket sup¬ 
porters expect. 

Ironically, Gower is in some 
danger of losing his place in the 
English side as a batsman this 
season, what with so many middle 
order batsmen faring well in the 
county matches, though May and 
Co. cannot look beyond him as 
skipper' 

But Gower well realises that he is 
no Brearley, perhaps the only player 
in the history of the game who 
could afford to remain a non- 
performing' captain, such were his 
leadership qualities. 

Brearley was an exception 
Gower, too, showed exceptional 
abilities but as a batsman when he 
made his Test debut in 1978. He 
hooked the first ball he received 
from Pakistan medium pacer Liaqat 
All nonchalantly for four. That one 
stroke heralded the arrival of a 
batsman of class. The type, who, 
while showing utter disdain for the 
bowling, would afford the lay spec¬ 
tators unbridled thrills and the puri¬ 
tans that rare aesthetic pleasure of 
watching a maestro in action 

Tall, lean and athletic with fuzzy 
golden hair which extended into 
endless curls. Gower made a pretty 
figure in the middle. With the pads 
on and bat in hand, he was even 
prettier He had style The type that 
IS normally associated with left¬ 
handers acquired through years of 
practice at stroking balls on the off 
side from right hand bowlers which 
slant across the batsman and the 
swing of the bat. It is a delectable 
sight. 

What marked him out of the or¬ 
dinary was the rare ability to play 
his stroke late. He had the touch of 
a supreme violinist. But the delicacy 
was only in the execution of the 
stroke in the visual impact, which 
camouflaged the power behind it, 
derived not from sheer brute 
strength but exquiste timing. All 
hallmarks of a greatvlayer. 

In the seven years since his 
debut, Gower has somehow re¬ 
mained on the periphery of great¬ 
ness. He has in turn been the joy 
and the despair of English cricket 
supporters. For a man with such 
abundant and evident talent, he has 
not quite fulfilled the promise he 
showed in his first Test season, at 
least quantitatively. 

To be realistic, one has to admit 
that in cricket it is very difficult to 


combine watchfulness with stroke- 
play to a degree sustained effi¬ 
ciency. The zone of error is broader 
than in most other batsmen. An 
innings by a batsman of this type is 
bound to be delightful but chancy. 
In the true amateur spint, that one 
has heard so much of 

The sport generally has acquired 
a certain hardness and harshness 
in the '70s and '80s which pre¬ 
scribe a win-at-all-costs attitude 
and decry the spirit in which the 
game was supposed to be played 

The village green' attitude is now 
looked down upon as an affront not 
just to team, but also to national 
interests, both by spectators and 
selectors It is a pity, but also a fact 
of life for professional cricketers. 

Gower's carefree, exuberant ap¬ 
proach has predictably resulted in 
as many slumps as creSts in his 
career The highs and low's have in 


fact alternated with amazing regu¬ 
larity, which has been a matter of 
consternation to the English selec¬ 
tors who have otherwise been un¬ 
animous in accepting that in terms 
of sheer talent, he is the best bats¬ 
man in the country 

Gower, to bo fair, has made 
sincere efforts to imbibe the self 
discipline (or the self denial), to 
mend his errant' and flamboyant 
ways. After a disastrous senes 
against the West Indies in 1 980, in 
which he was even dropped, Gower 
displayed remarkable professiona 
lism and doggedness when L'ng- 
land met the West Indies again in 
1981 in the Caritibean Islands 

His unbeaten 154 in the final 
Test was an epic knock, full of 
determination and concentration 
And although Englanti lost the 
series, the English public and selec¬ 
tors were happy over the Irjtm of 



David Gower... has the rare ability to play his stroke late with the tout h oj 
a supreme violinist 
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David Gower found it difficult to maintain 
a high di qrei of c oncentration 


The Fngland captain uith Virkv Morgan 


(.looch Boycott tind stjocifn. dlly 

(.lOWf r 

Cjowt t foutnl It (liffit ult to main 
tain III u higti deqrot of concentra 
lion the will to build to innings to 
blttU riithit ssly He w is Inck to 
Ins frivolous w lys A solitf hundred 
lb of infinitely more value in Test 
i ritke f th in an enrhanting brief 30 
or 40 anil Gowei w is the despair of 
hib bupportc rs hr i au‘'f‘ of his inabi 
lity or I itlu I unwillingnt ss to pro 
long his innini)S substantially 

Captiimy rime suddenly to 
Gowr I He had led the side aejainst 
P ikistan at Lord s in 1982 a match 
which lie would like to forget for 
tnqiand were th'-ashed soundly 
But in that senes Wil'is was out 
only for one Test and Gower had to 
step down immediately 

On the tour of Pakistan last year 
though Willis had to fly back after 
only one Test which ensconced 
Gower firmly as the leadei for the 
rest of the tour 

He could not level the series after 
the first Test was lost under Willts 
but what Gower did achieve was 
enough to convince the English 
selectors that he was the man foi 
the big )ob against the West Indies 
later that summer 


What was of greatei imfiortai r 
was that Gower had perfornun 
better as a batsman with the added 
responsibility of a captaim y Witn 
two hundreds in the two Tests lu 
captainfd 154 and 173 not out 
the first a match saving inning > 
Gower seemed to have i ome of 
age 

Not many teams in lecent years 
have survived the demoralising 
often sinister onslaught of the 
West Indies The optimism about 
Gower s maturity as a batsman was 
soon deflated There was little his 
captaincy could do either to stop 
the West Indies from blackwash 
mg the England side It was a 
pathetic show by England and 
Gower s misery was only height 
ened by his own poor form 

One does not know for sure 
whether Gower started greying and 
balding in the course of that series 
What IS known is that he decided 
that he had had enough of his bohe 
mian lifestyle and casually slipped 
the engagement ring on Vicky Mor 
gan his live in girlfriend of many 
years That perhaps was the only 
satisfying episode that Gower 
would like recall of that season 
That was also probably what kept 
Gower sane, for a series against the 


W( I Inilica oftt n l( tivt opposing 
‘-kippr IS nursing m my nt uiosi s 

I lie St i( (tors too lealised Gower 
(ould hciv< (lout littli igainst tfic 
West Inriit , is enpt im and entrust 
i tl him with the job against India 
Inglind walkt d iway witfi the 
Honours in this series but Gowt r s 
It an trot continued except foi thr 
last Test 

This now IS the immediat,e area 
of concern for both Gower and the 
English selectors He is undoubted 
ly short of confidence though 
whether leading the side is a contri 
buting factor or not is purely a 
matter of conjecture He insists it is 
not At least nor that much 

Hopefully there will be a revival m 
Gowers fortunes this season His 
silken feline grace and almost sen 
sual artistry could brighten up even 
the bleakest English summer 

The English selectors will be 
keeping their fingers crossed and 
hoping that with the recall of 
Gooch and Emburey and the return 
of Botham will lessen some of his 
worries about the team and his old 
dynamism will rerturr) He is ob¬ 
viously too classy a batsman to be 
kept down for long For thousand 
plus runs and nine hundred testify 
this 
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Hughes: my loyalty 

meant 

nothing 



Kim Hughes... “My priorities now lie with assuring my future and 
that of my family." 


K im Hughes blamed certain 
"commercial interests" for his 
downfall in cricket last summer, 
and nobody could doubt he was 
referring to Kerry Packer's organi¬ 
sation 

Speaking at a press conference 
in Perth to explain his decision to 
lead the rebel Australian team in 
South Africa, Hughes claimed he 
had not been chosen for the 
present tour of England because 
'cricket in this country and particu¬ 
larly establishment cricketers arrj 
very much at the mercy of major 
business interests and cricket poll 
tics" 

I believe that the controlling 
body of Australian cricket has failed 
to give sufficient support to estab 
listiment cricket and has equally 
failed to act independently of 
commercial interests behind the 
game at this particular moment 

"Accordingly, in all the financial 
counter-moves employed to main¬ 
tain the essential strength of the 
touring team to the United King¬ 
dom It seemed clear and obvious 
that my loyalty to establishment 
cricket meant nothing 

"Every avenue had been closed 
off to my return to the Australian 
team. The commercial interests 
have been successful." 

Although Hughes's meaning here 
IS occasionally obscure, the gist of 
the statement is clear enough; he 
was accusing the Australian Crick¬ 
et Board of not standing by players 
such as himself who remained loyal 
to the ACB when most leading 
cricketers deserted to Packer's 
World Series Cricket in 1977. 

He seemed to accuse the ACB, 
too, of surrendering control of the 
game to the Packer organisation. 

There has long been talk in 
cricket circles of an on-going feud 
between Hughes and certain peo¬ 
ple in the old WSC camp, and many 
observers sa.yv this as a principal 
cause of discord in the team when 
Hughes was captain. By apparently 
alldding to the feud Hughes gave 
the South Africian 6ricket crisis a 
new and unexpected dimension. 


What he failed to explain vvas 
precisely how. in his view, tie had 
been kept out of the team 

Tie did speak, though, of "the 
financial counter moves" to keep 
the Ashes touring side strong, by 
which he apparently meant the 
payments which the Packer organi¬ 
sation IS rumoured to have made to 
four cricketers who withdrew from 


the lebel tour 

Elsewhere in his statement * 
Hughes indicated he had hoped to 
be chosen as a replacement for one 
of the four 

Hughes who returned from Joha- 
rinesburg, where he signed a con¬ 
tract to lead the rebel team said he 
was being paid the same as the 
others in the team reportedly 
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Hughes seemed to accuse ACB, 
too, oj surrendering control of the 
game to the Packer organisation 


$200,000 tax-free over two sea¬ 
sons 

He confirmed that he had been 
one of the .last players recruited 
Although he had received an offer 
to tour South Africa as long ago as 
March, it was only latfe last month 
that ho told the South Afucans he 
was interested in going 

He was piompted to do this, he 
said, by "events immediately prior 
to the departure of the Australian 
team to England,' although he did 
not specify what these events 
were 

He did not make up his mind to 
lead the rebel tour until he went to 
South Africa with his wife and his 
business adviser, Rob Parry, to see 
the country for himself 

"My priorities now lie with assur 
mg my future and that of my fami¬ 
ly," he said 

Courtesy The Sydnoy Morning Herald 


Hughes Indicated he had hoped to be chosen as a replacement 


No SA Govt, funds 


By Chris Freimond 


T he South African Cricket Union 
has strongly denied that the 
South African Government will 
fund the Australian rebel cricket 
tour 

In an interview the union s spe¬ 
cial adviser. Dr Alt Bacher, said all 
previous rebel tours had been fin¬ 
anced without any "direct govern¬ 
ment spending" and the same 
would apply to the coming tour 

Although the SACU has still to 
find sponsors for the tour. Dr 
Bacher was confident that " the 
books will balance"" 

While no official cost figures 
have been given, the 14 rebels from 
Australia are reliably understood to 
be receiving about $200,000 each 
for two tours of about 2' ‘ months 
each 

. Hacher said the captain, Kim 
I iiitihes would get the same fee as 
other playeis and no more. 

The union will also pay all travel 


and accommodation costs. It has 
been estimated that the two tours 
could cost the union between $3,5 
million and $4 25 million 

Dr. Bacher said the union would 
have no trouble finding local spon¬ 
sors, and ruled out seeking finance 
from Australian companies 

Money would also be made from 
gate receipts, television rights and 
the sale of advertising space, he 
said 

The gate at the ?0,000-seat 
Wanderers Stadium in Johannes¬ 
burg during the first of the two 
tours IS expected to be between 
$800,000 and $1 2 million 

Dr. Bacher confirmed that ap- 
proq,hes had been made by Aystra- 
iian television stations interested in 
covering the matches 

A government official in Cape- 
toyvn denied that the government 
was helping to finance the tour 

Two previous rebel tours, one by 


the Sri Lankans and an eailier West 
Indian tour, were financed by the 
union at a total loss of about 
$4"! 6,000. The first rebel tour by » 
the English in 1981-82 was backed 
by South African Breweries to the 
tune of $400,000 

In 1983 the South African Gove¬ 
rnment offered to assist the union if 
It lost money on the rebel tours, but 
the offer was publicly declined by 
the union 

For the coming tour, it appears 
the union will try to meet most of 
the costs, but will seek sponsors to 
underwrite any losses 

The South African Government 
regularly assists,,sports organisa¬ 
tions to finance tours to South 
Africa 

In 1983 the Government gave 
nearly $178,000 to 26 sports 
organisations to help pay for for¬ 
eign sports teams to visit. The 
figure was $252,000 by 19^4. 
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What a season 
for Hughes! 


F rom September 
1984 'to May 

1985 Kim Hughes 
has hogged 

headlines in the 
Australian press 

First was his tour of India as 
Australia's successful captain, then 
the nightmare series against the 
West Indies where he lost his bat¬ 
ting form-his emotional resignation 
as Aussie skipper being the event 
of the year was dropped from the 
Australian team, was recalled and 
axed from the England tour 

Now as captain of the Australian 
rebel cricketers to South Africa he 
IS back on page one of all national 
papers in Australia 

Mr Bob Hawke, Australia s Prime 
Minister was highly disappointed 
that former captains Hughes and 
Graham Yallop have agreed to play 
in South Africa But in independent 
polls Sydney cricket fans have 
supported the rebels 

Channel Nine TV station con 
ducted a ring in poll last week 
asking viewers whether they were 
for or against Australian cricketers 
going to South Africa to play crick¬ 
et there 

Of the 15 909 viewers who vot¬ 
ed on phone in four hours 79 2 per 
cent were for and 20 8 per cent 
were against 

Radio Station 2GB held a similar 
poll and recorded similar findings, 


Larwood honoured 

T he third Tost between Austra¬ 
lia and England at Trent Bridw, 
Nottinghamshire is an occasion for 
nostalgia A stand will be opened 
during that Test called ‘Larwood- 
Voce stand' in honour of the great 
English fast bowlers now remem¬ 
bered mostly for their Bodyiine 
connections in 1932 

Harold Larwood, happily settled 
in Sydhey was thrilled But as he is 
so and can't see very well he Is 
sending hts daughters Jupe and 
Freda for the histone occasion in 
Notts, England 

"Nice gesture at my time of life," 
Larwooef said "Pitty, Bill (Voce) 
isn't around to enpy it too " 


of the 1,169 voters, 1,037 were for 
and only 132 against 

This confirms my belief that to 
Australians, making money is the 
most important thing in life 
Besides if Australian cncketers mix 
so well with fellow cricketers from 
West Indies, India, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka, why should they not mix 
with cricketers from South Africa? 
That IS their philosophy 

All the "rebels" have stated 
repeatedly that they abhor aparth¬ 
eid and by going to South Africa 
they are not supporting that 
country's ugly practice of separate 
development They are going only 
as individual sportsmen who need 
financial security 

Not all Australians have support¬ 
ed Kim Hughes and his 'rebel' 
team When he recently returned to 
Perth from South Africa, ho was 
greeted by various, criticising pos¬ 
ters at the air-port 



One of the posters that greeted 
Hughes on his arrival from South 
/i/rlca 


Biggest support for Kim Hughes 
came from ms mother Ruth She 
blames the Australian cricket auth* 
orities for his decision to join the 
rebel Australian tour of South 
Africa 

"I know he must be having .sad 
thoughts abotu the way things 
have turned out He loves cricket 
and he loves Australia," she said 

That IS correct but to say that 
Hughes was treated shabbily by the 
Australian Cricket Board «s unfair In 
fact he was given more chances 
than he deserved He had to make 
only one big score and he would 
have retained his Test place 



*••1 w n rtM we T Bm. p to fotw, saSt, alevM^ liwf — mint suUaK 
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The Kingston Dossier 



Updated to May 8, 1985, when West Indies won a series outright 
against the Kiwis for the first time in 29 yearsi New Zealand had been 
beaten 1 -0 in the inaugural 1952 rubber against West Indies on New 
Zealand soil, and they lost again 3-1 on home soil four years later in 
1956. Thereafter, they managed to draw 1-1 in 1969 for the third 
successive rubber in Kiwiland, and then drew all five Tests in the 
Caribbean in 1972 

New Zealand subsequently made glorious Test history when they 
defeated West Indies 1-0 in the 3-match series in New Zealand in 
1980, and thus held the rubber for the last five years, until the Windies 
revenged themselves in the recently concluded series. 


Highest totals 

The record at Kingston is Eng¬ 
land's 849 in 1930. It is the second 
highest total in Test annals, and the 
highest by any side in the Carib¬ 
bean. 

The Windies best at this venue is 
790 for three declared vs Pakistan 
in 1958, whilst their highest 
against the Kiwis at Kingston is 
508 for four declared in 1972. New 
Zealand's highest on this ground is 
386 in 1972 

Lowest totals 

The lowest 'completed' total at 
Kingston is shrouded in contro¬ 
versy. Technically, it is 97 made by 
India in the notorious 'biood-bath' 
Test of 1976 with five men absent 
hurt. The next lowest is England’s 
1 03 in 1935, but here too one bats¬ 
man was absent injured. 

The lowest by the Windies at this 
venue is 139 all out vs England in 
1954, whilst the Kiwis in the recent 
Test recorded their lowest at 
Kingston with 138, with vice- 
captain Jeremy Coney retiring hurt 
for four with a fractured left 
forearm. , 

Top scores 

The record at Kingston is the 
famous innings of 365 not out by 
Gary Sobers against Pakistan in 
1958 - till today the highest indivi¬ 
dual score in Test annals. 


The record for an opponent- 
batsman at this venue is Andy 
Sandham's 325 in 1930 in his final 
Test appearance - till today the 
highest individual score by a bats¬ 
man playing his last Test. 

The top scores by batsmen re¬ 
presenting the other countries: 
New Zealand's Glenn Turner with 
an unbeaten 223 in 1972, India's 
Dlip Sardesai with 212 in 1971, 
Australia's Neil Harvey with 204 in 



■SfriSaiflefct Sobers;.: htajonitftxi 
365 at Kingston is a record 


1955 and Pakistan's Asif Iqbal with 
a modest 135 in 1977. , 

The Windies' top scores against 
other countries: 270 not out vs 


England by George Headley in 
1935, 237 vs India by Frank 
Worrell in 1953, 214 vs New Zea¬ 
land by Lawrence Rowe in 1972 
and 155 vs Australia by Clyde 
Walcott in 1955. 

Highest stands 

The record at Kingston is 446 
(2nd Wkt) between Conrad Hunte 
and Gary Sobers vs Pakistan in 
1958 - the second highest partner¬ 
ship record in Test history, only five 
runs short of two towering peaks: 
451 for Australia vs England in 
1934 and 451 for Pakistan vs India 
in 1982-83. 

The best by an opposing team at 
this venue is 295 (3rd Wkt) bet¬ 
ween Colin McDonald and Neil 
Harvey for Australia in 1955. In the 
recent Test, although New Zealand 
set a record for their second wicket 
against any country with a stand of 
210 between Geoff Howarth and 
Jeff Crowe, it just failed to beat the 
Kiwi best at Kingston: 220 (6th 
Wkt) between Glenn Turner and 
Ken Wadsworth in 1972. 

The best for the Windies againsK 
the Kiwis at this venue: 269 (2nd 
Wkt) between Roy Fredericks and 
Lawrence Rowe in 1972. 

Best innings bowling 

The record at Kingston is seven 
for 34 by England's Trevor Bailey in 
1954, whilst the Windies best at 
this venue is Wesley Hall's seven 
for 69 vs England in 1960. 

In the recent Test. Winston Davis 
with devastating figures of four for 
19 in 13.5 overs established a 
record for the Windies agaisnt the 
,, Kiwis at Kingston, surpassing 
David Holford's rourfor 55 in 1972. 

Similarly, Richard Hadlee too set 
a record for New Zealand's best 
innings bowling figures at Kingston 
with four for 53, outstripping the 
previous bast of two for 45 for Bev 
Congdon in 1972. 
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New Zealand captain Geoff Howarth plays 
defensively during his second innings 84 


Kiwi opener John Wright.ondrtves Courtney 
Walsh during hit first Innings topscore of 53 



The off stump goes flying as Ian Smith Is bowled by Malcolm Marshall far nine In the second Innings 
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Richard Hadlee raises hts finger In triumph after having Cordon Green- 
idge caught by Jeff Crowe for two in the first innings 


Windles captain Vivian Richards lifts 
Boock/or one of his three sixes In his in¬ 
nings of 105 
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The first wicket of the Test... John Wright (0) fails to get his bat out of the way and ’keeper Dujon waits for 
the ^flection off Marshall 



held... Rledtte Richardson goes down on his knees to catch Jeremy Coney off Marshall for two in the 
first innings 
























Ali~ the most 
popular man 
in the history 
of sport 

The mind slips back with clarity 
when Bombay was graced by Moham 
mad Vasslus Clay'All, four years ago 

One remembers also with much 
clarity how he played with the people 
he was. and Is dealing with all of his 
career the Press 

Every poser or spiteful dart fired at 
him from all angles, with various 
degrees of stupidity, were parried with 
the utmost ease of a champion In the 
ring, who has mastered the art of 
evading those pundies under the 
harsh arc lamps 

He was q big man - as big as they 
come The film clippings showed,him 
flitting like a butteify. his sting really 
making the other guy flinch They 
came and they lost Joe Frazier, Leon 
Spinks, George Foreman The sting 
outlasted them all 

The tongue had the quality to snub, 
the acid dropping swiftly cloaked with 
a dose of sweet sarcasm He was the 
king in die arena as well as on the 
podium That’s why he was Jimmy 
Carter's man of peace 

The Chinese literally climbed the 
wall last week when he visited the 
communist country with his wife, 
regahng the people with his usual 
repartees 

Soon on his return the World 
Boxing Council honoured the “most 
popular man in the history of sports’ 
and All was greeted with an atmos 
pliere befitting an academy awards at 
a black-tie dinner in California 



'A humanitarian', Jose Sulaiman, 
the WBC chairman called him as he 
presented him the life-time achieve 
ment award, honouring his contnbu 
tion to boxlrig and humanity ’ 

All had made front page news all 
over the world when he was afflicted 
by Parkinson’s disease, slurring his 
speech and making him lose hiS 
muscle control One does not know if 
he is completely cured but the fact diat 
he Is once again up and about is 
enough evidence of the man who 
stood unrivalled in the boxing ring for 
over a decade 



Mohd. Alt...revelllng the crowd in Bombay with his sparring 
partner Jimmy Ellis in the background 


A W 

dimension 
to sport 

RITAIN ti to ha\e i/s first Oui 
Olympus and the organise!s an 
hopping that the event mil he funded 
by laxpqyers 

The oneday series of indoor spoils 
IS expected to attiait iipto 2000 
competitors and spectators Esenis 
will include swimming water polo 
sauash, basketball football and 
snooting Proceeds will go to re¬ 
search groups trying to find a c lire 
for the killer disease AIDS which 
predominantly affects homose\uals 
"While this is an event for homo¬ 
sexuals, we will not object if there arc- 
some heterosexuals in iome of the 
teams - presumably if the\ qre 
taking part they must he sympa¬ 
thetic, " said Mike McCann of the 
Gay Business Association which 
hefps companies run b\ homosex- 
uals _ 

Bonus does 
not get 
the nod 

one miilion dollar bonus for 
A winning the tennis Grand* 
SiarrHht Amtmhan, FretKh, 


If imhledon and USC hamptonsHips 
-will not be renew ed after thi s »ear s 
I S Open ai cording to Phillippc 
C hiiitier president of the Interna 
'lonal Tennis Federation 

( hariier said in I ondon that the 
diusion not to renew the bonus 
was taken b\ thelTF s management 
lonuniltee It nai felt that the 
mone\ it insohed - an insurance 
premium paid to us jointly b\ te, 
explained Chartier 

I he bonus whuh goes to an\ 
plascr who wins the four touind- 
mints in succession viat introduced 
three sears ago and so far onls 
Martina Nasratilosa has won it 


Mexico dresses 
up real 
pretty 

V£ sear h^reMexico hosts thc- 
1986 World Cup soccer tourna¬ 
ment preparations are proceeding 
well for what is generally considered 
the world s leading sports event 

kxcitemerit is already running 
high With the logos for the tourna¬ 
ment visible in many places and 
crews expanding and modifying, the 
12 stadiums m ninf cities tmi ml be 

Used for the month 













The publicity campaign for the 
'986 tournament includes the sale of 
irticlesfiom dickers to pencil boxes 
indw-yos featuring the logo Some 
oanks are even offering credit to 
ustomers who want to purchase 
ickets which went on sak in 
fanuary 

'Pique', the chilli-pepper mascot 
rearing a large sombrero and a 
\OCcer upiform, at first caused some 
I ontroversy when critics charged that 
t was an obscene symbol with a 
.exual connotation Now, the green 
Igure IS one of the most visible and 
oopular cartoon characters in the 
ountry 

Ticket sales for the tournament in 
other countries mil start soon, for the 
first time ahead of the draw that will 
determine which team plays where 
Mexuo planned the quick sale in 
order to obtain foreign exchange 
needed for the expenses of the 
tournament 


Colin Cowdrey...devastated the family by leaving his wife. 


Cowdreys - under 
a shadow of 
family differences 



r f/i; cricketing Cowdreys got 
together on the field this season 
for a piquant reunion But the 
shadow of past family differences 
marred what should have been a 
warm ocasston for England players, 
Cohn, 53 and son Christopher 27 
The last time father and son 
ed in the same match was in 
76 Then, seven years ago. Cohn 
devastated the family by leaving his 
wife Penny for a new life with Lady 
Anne Hemes, daughter of the late 
16th Duke of Norfolk. The Cowdreys 




divorced 


two months ago 


bather and son met recently in a 
fund raising match at Dover Cohn 
captained a Kent 1970 team a^inst 
a Kent 1985 team led by Chris¬ 
topher Another son 20-year-old 
Graham currently c aptain of Kent's 
secondelesen was also playing 

But the three sal apart during 
lunch before the match and again 
during the lea interval Father and 
son did shake hands as they went out 
to toss ‘ Fm \ery proud of him”, said 
Cohn of the son whom he taught to 
play in their hack garden 


Friends say Cohn follows both 
sons careers closely and often phones 
Christopher to discuss Kent's pro¬ 
gress For the match, 2 500 people 
watched Cohn stroke the half to the 
boundary with his old mastery in his 
25 not out Chris made 33, and 
Graham did not bat as Kent 1985 
won by 58 runs 

Afterwards Cohn came out sur¬ 
rounded by small boys wanting his 
autograph Then as the crowd ap¬ 
plauded the victors, he stood at a 
distance from his sons 


Puica piqued at the measly attention 


NILE the world was and is 
obsessed with the clash 
between the two queens of long 
distance running, Mary Decker and 
Zola Budd, and their subsequent 
histone race at Los Angeles, every¬ 
body seems to have forgotten the 
woman who beat them both in the 
Olympics - Mancta Puica of 
Romania 

Puica, slighted at the measly 
attention she has received from the 
media, claimed recently in Buchar¬ 
est that she would beat Decker if, 
they met in the Grand Pnx series this 
season '7 sincerely regret Mary 
Decker's accident in Los Angeles^ 
but / always knew that I would win,f 
Pmcasaia. 

'*Kfien Mary decided not to run m 
me»es f knew something 



Marida Puiea...“The accident 
changed nothing for me’. 


was wrong with her 1 watched the 
strain on her face when she quali¬ 
fied for the 3000 metres final and / 
knew’that she could not beat me 

"The accident changed nothing 
for me I felt her spikes scratch my 
legs as she went down and for a 
fraction of a second I wanted to help 
her to her feet IJ1 had been Mary I 
would have tried to get up and fight 
back She owed it to her home 
crowd, "PuiCa said 

Mary, who recently got married to 
Richard Slaner will not be too haprn 
to hear these strong words The 
forthcoming athielii competitions 
could witness some heady races in 
the women's long distances races 
what with Mary and Marina trying^ 
to out do each other, and the 
shadow of Zola Budd behind them 
stri VI ng to be the best 
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Spot-The-Ball dontest...4 



Win sports books from Rupa's World of sports 
and subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 


1 First prize ... 


2 Second prize 


3 Third prize.. 


Sports books worth Rs 100/- 
and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK 

Sports books worth Rs.50/- 
and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs 25/- 
and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 


4. PLUS Five consolation prizes. 

SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 


How to enter. 


The hockey ball has been blanked 
out from the photograph All you 
have to do is <o mark a cross (x) 
where you feel the ball is and send 
your entry to SPORTSWEEK-Rupa 
Spot-The-Ball Contest 4, 165-0 
J Dadajee Road Tardeo, Bom¬ 
bay-400 034 along with the 
coupon printed alongside 
You can send as many entries as 
you like but each entry MUST be 
accompanied by the original cou 
pon printed alongside Xerox 
copies of the coupon will not be en¬ 
tertained 

Employees of Inquilab Publications, 
Mid-Oay Publications, Newsday 
Communications and Rupa & Co, 
Delhi, Allahabad. Bombay and 
Calcutta and their relations are not 
allowed to enter the contest 

In all matters, the decision of the 
editor IS final and no correspon 
dence will be entertained 





Name- 


Address: . 


Last date 


The last date of receiving entries 
is June 24, 1985 and the results 
will be declared in the Sports- 
week issue dated July 10-16, 
1985. 

The winners will be supplied 
with a list of Rupa's sports books 
from which they can make their 
choice. 


Dist;. State Pin; 


T -Shirt-size; {in cms) 
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The Australian 
Cricket 
Board 


By Dennis Lillee 



HE BOARD" Two little words 
I the Australian cricket enthu¬ 
siast reads or hears umpteen times 
each summer Has quite a qfoak- 
and-d^ger ring to it, doesn't it? 
Like "The Mafia" or "The God¬ 
father" or "The Inner Sanctum" or 
Big Brother" And I suppose the 
cricket fan knows as much-or as 
little-about the first as he does 
about any of the other four 

If he believes a deliberately- 
constructed mystique surrounds 
the Australian Cricket Board, its 
members and decisions, then he is 
not far wrong As the body controll¬ 
ing cricket in this country, the 
Board remains aloof from even the 
senior players It governs from afar 

It IS a fascinating institution and 
the Board and I have had our move¬ 
ments. We did not care for each 
other, but it wasn't always so 

Typically, the newcomer to first- 
class cricket is wet behind the ears 
but busting with enthusiasm The 
law-makers (or politicians, if you 
like) are of litde consquence to him 
At least that is what the newcomer 
believes. In fact, his every action is 
scrutinised and, at appropriate mo¬ 
ments, debated by various Board 
members His fitness, ability and 
pverall dignity to play at senior level 
are their primary concern 

Some of the older players know 
to their cost what happens if you do 
not stnctly toe the "Board Line" 
The younger players can only learn 
as they go along. 

Although a Test cricketer, wha¬ 
tever his experience, is primarily 
concerned with his form and fit¬ 
ness, he IS always aware of the 
Boaid hovenng'in the background. 
That does not mean that he sees it 
as a menanca. But he sees it as so¬ 
mething of which he is not a part 
and of which he is never likely to be 
part Hla career will progress with- 



/ tty to make a point 
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The goodbye that will be with me forever 


out him ever crossing the threshold 
of the Board s domain He might 
however end up on the perimeter 
when The Board calls him to ac 
count 

As a working rule the Board and 
the players will keep then distance 
I have had some very close en 
counters of another kind with the 
Board but more about that later 

It IS with a mixture of awe and 
blissful ignorance that the player 
looks at the A C 8 and its workings 
It was most certainly so with me I 
suppose It IS easy enough at my 
age and stage to say that all Board 
members are merely human, but th 
ey seemed much removed from or¬ 
dinary mortals when I began 


I left school early A tie to me was 
what happened in Brisbane when 
Australia met the West Indies in 
1960 I revered the outdoor life 
Perhaps because I had no leaning 
toward trie formal academic life of 
committeemen, the Board meant 
very little to me when I broke into 
first class cricket 

Indeed who were these Board 
members? I was not very interest¬ 
ed Wickets were foremost in my 
scheme of affairs and it seemed 
to me that I would gain little or no 
advantage from meeting 'The 
Board 

My feelings changed to real 
awe, however when I met my very 
first Board member It just hap¬ 


pened to be Sir Donald Bradman 
I was selected to make my debut 
for Australia in the Adelaide Test 
of 1970-71, the last season Sir 
Donald was Chairman of the na¬ 
tional selectors He was then 62 
with an incomparable career as 
player and administrator behind 
him He was legendary I think 
even now the name Bradman 
strikes awe, perhaps fear, into the 
hearts of many 

I did not think it was necessary, 
as a Test player, to meet anyone 
other than my captain and the 
other players I was duly intro¬ 
duced to my team-mates and I 
think I showed them due respect I 
didn t know quite what to expect 
when I was introduced to Brad¬ 
man but I learned very quickly 
that as an elder statesman he 
made it his business to give a lit¬ 
tle of his philosophy to some of 
the newcomers to the Australian 
side 

I remember mm as a very spright 
ly individual whose knowledge of 
the game was second to none and I 
enjoyed the fact at our first meet¬ 
ing, r.e pulled me aside, at a func¬ 
tion before that Adelaide Test, and 
advised me to just forget about alt 
the newspaper talk of bowling 
bumpers He said I should concen¬ 
trate on my bowling which had 
been good enough to get me into 
the Test team It was a good, logical 
piece of advice and, coming from 
him. It had to be taken very serious 
ly 

It was good advice for another 
reason it relaxed me a little for 
the huge job ahead I was 21 and 
the responsibility of opening the 
bowling for Australia was bigger 
than anything I had shouldered 
before My chat with Bradman 
eased the inner tensions but put. 
me in Heeper awe of the man him¬ 
self 

I knew at once that Board 
members were different 

And so they have been ever 
since No doubt because of the 
age differences. Board members 
and players think differently That 
does not necessanly mean they 
think more correctly than the 
players-but it does mean there 
will certainly be differences of 
viewpoint 

Differences Ah yes, I could fill 
a book, and while I don't want to 
get into my personal problems 
with the Board at this point, I think 
It 1$ worth recounting my next dir¬ 
ect contact with them 

I had played a bit of cricket at 
this time and all of a sudden, I 
started to think about my future I 
started to think about my wife, my 
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Marsh. Greq and me It seemed Uke one farewell after another 


two boys In a word security Th¬ 
ere I was, away for eight or nine 
months of the year earning $8,000 
or $9,00 for it If this kept up, I th¬ 
ought to myself, by the time it s all 
over, III have a big mortgage to pay 
off my house, probably wont be 
able to educate my kids properly 
and, worst of all, will be untrained 
and damned near unemployable as 
an ageing former Test cricketer 

It doesn't always work out that 
A/ay, of course Richie Benaud 
A/as a trained journalist and th 
ngs have worked out well for 
iim, Ross Edwards, who quit the 
jame because of job commitments, 
inly to be brought back by World 
Senes Cncket, is now doing well in 
:he Sales Department of Channel 
'line but many others, like myself, 
without any real qualifications to 
itart a working career at 30 or old- 
>r, certainly had problems 


I think many players were lost 
to the game prematurely because 
they had to put their future first 
Ian Chappell, Bob Cowper and Ian 
Redpath were just three who re¬ 
tired because they couldnt see 
how they were going to make 
ends meet once they quit playing 
cricket 

Anyway, I was a part of the 
Ashes-winning team in 1974-75 
and perhaps in the euphoria of su- 
cess I happened to privately com¬ 
ment on money-and the amount of 
It we recieved I was chatting to a 
stranger in the inner sanctum of the 
dressing room after the match I 
hadn t seen this guy before and I 
haven't seen him since, but he 
seemed freindly erraugh I didn't 
realisegt then, but my basic distrust 
of pressmen was about to be born 

I said to this bloke that I didn’t 
think Test cricketers were well 


paid I said I thought players 
should be on a contract of $25,000 
a year to give them financial secur¬ 
ity I said I didn't think we were get 
ting a fair go 

And what happened? My every 
word appeared in some obscure 
Tasmanian newspaper, and from 
there the story made its way into 
the Eastern States press Lillee 
Blasts Board" or some such head 
line My carder as a potential 
troublemaker had begun and all 
very innocently, really 

The next move really suprised 
me Within 48 hours I had Ray 
Steele, a Board member and my 
first tour manager in England in 
Perth ready for a heart-to-heart 
The Board had flown over one of 
Its senior men to admonish me 

"It wasn't a very good thing to 
* do, Dennis", said Ray In future, I 
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"Run. Dennis, Run..." 

should keep my mouth shut. Speak 
when spoken to, me of school and 
you already know what I think of 
most schoolteachers. 

I told Ray I thought that my criti¬ 
cisms. though never intended for 
publication, were valid. They were 
what I believed, and believed rather 
strongly. I also said that if I wanted 
to say something, I would say it. 

Things wont pretty smoothly for 
a time, though I always had the 
feeling that since the first "run in", 
the Board had me pegged as a 
troublemaker. The question was, 
how much trouble was I going to 
make' 

During those two World Series 
years, we, the defectors from the 
Establishment, were sporting and 
social lepers in the A.C.B. s eyes, 
Disapproved people, they called us. 
Not to be trusted. One official even 
weht so far as to call a state cricket 
squad together to tell them not to 
associate with us. Officially, we did 
not exist. 

The compromise came, of 
course, after two years of bitter¬ 
ness but I think it should go on re¬ 
cord again that Kerry Packer want- 

22 


ed a compromise before a ball of 
W.S.C. had been bowled The 
Board, proud almost to its last dol¬ 
lar, preferred to fight, a fight it was 
never going to win. In fact, in the 
final analysis, it won but it had to 
lose to oo It. 

The compromise saw many 
changes All of a sudden cricket 
was being covered by a score of 
television cameras instead of three. 
A marketing company was set-up. I 
started to see the faces of crick¬ 
eters on T-shirts, caps, plates, 
towels. The game was being pro¬ 
moted at a furious rate on the Nine 
Network, God knows at what costi 
Certainly, the Board could never 
have afforded to "buy" the televi¬ 
sion time. Night cricket, coloured 
gear, white balls, three international 
sides touring each summer....yes, it 
was a whole new ball game. The 
Board s tired old face had been re¬ 
modelled and it was still in charge 
of the game it had come so 
perilously close to loosing. 

Never nas the Board had it so 
sweet. By the time the ten years are 
up, the A.C.B. will be so locked into 
the P.B.L./Chapnel Nine marketing 


extravaganza, it will be irrtpossible 
to sever the ties. And so it should 
be. Reservations to the "bad old 
days" could only harm the game 
and Its players. 

Only time will tell, but there is no 
doubt in .my mind that at one stage, 
the Board was counting the sum¬ 
mers. I overherd one A.C.B. member 
(and he must remain nameless) say 
"In seven years, everything will be 
back to normal." 

I wonder. I really wonder. I think 
this marriage will survive long 
beyond the ten-ye|ir deal. Perhaps 
not everyone is happy but the over¬ 
all concept is certainly working. 
And isn't that the important thing? 

I think the Board has also made 
another startling discovery; today 
is the day of big business-and th¬ 
at's exactly what cricket has be¬ 
come. It is a multi-million dollar in¬ 
dustry and must be run accordingly. 
By its vary nature, the Board was 
never equipped to do so. It was 
hamstrung by its own structure. It 
was cumbersome and decisior 
took too long. 

it was all very well years ago 
when there were months between 
tours. A great time to lie back and 
relax, but not so good for the future 
of cricket. 

Even in those days, decisions 
took too long. The very constitution 
and construction of the Board has 
been and is, at times, archaic. The 
A.C.B. has 14 representatives, th¬ 
ree each from Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia, two 
apiece from Queensland and Wes¬ 
tern Australia and one member 
frorn Tasmania. Those men meet 
on a few occasi'^ns each .year to de¬ 
cide a whole host or issues, but fun¬ 
damentally, they run the game of 
cricket. 

Now, how in the devil can a deci¬ 
sion be made quickly with a struc¬ 
ture of that nature? 

The Board might claim, that it now 
has an executive director but he is 
really only the servant of the 
Board-therefore, the servant of the 
various associations. And while it 
might hurt him to hear it and read it 
in print, he has no power at all. Or 
that's how it's supposed to work. 

I think the present Board Chair¬ 
man, Fred Benett, is seeing the 
need for change. In fairness, things 
have clipped ailong at a better rate 
since he took over, but even now, 
Fred needs 48 hours to have a "ring 
around" when something crops up. 

Copifright: Methuen 
Australia Pty. Ltd. Available at 
Marine Sports Gokhale Rd. (North) 
(near Portuguese Church) Dadar. 
Bombtfir-^^S. Mce: Rs. 138A 
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EDLEY Verity 
is one of cric¬ 


ket’s! legends. He 
was one of triouse 



Test encounter at Trent Bridge. But 
Hedtey Verity sirigie-handedly des¬ 
troyed them - inctudirig the great 
Don - on a sticky at Lord’s and pi- 


Bowes, came into attack at one for 
122 and was immediately hit for 
three spanking off-side fours by the 
aggressive Bradman who appeared 



unobtrusive bowlers, with someth¬ 
ing dainty in his action, which never 
hurried or expressed explosive re¬ 
leases of aggressive energy 

Verity survives comparison with 
the greatest exponents of his craft. 
Maybe on good pitches his bowling 
didn't put the questions to batsmen 
which they had to answer when 
faced with the curving, hovering 
heights of Rhodes or Blythe. On his 
day, however. Verity was irresista- 
ble, as at Lord's on June 25,1934... 

It IS indeed a tragedy that Verity's 
glorious career was cut short when 
he died from wounds received in 
action with his regiment in Italy in 
July. 1943 during, World War it 
Verity’s tragic and premature death 
was deeply mourned by cricket fol¬ 
lowers all over the world. 

Hedley Verity was one of the 
most famous cricketing sons of 
Yorkshire. He was only 38-young 
by English standards - and could 
have played until he was at least 
45. 

In 40 Tests-from 1931 to 1939 
- Verity took 144 wickets at 24.37 
making 669 runs at an average of 
20.90. He was 25 when he played 
his first full season - a year later, in 
1931, he was representing Yar- 
shire, against the touring New 
Zealanders 

On his 26th birthday, he took 10. 
for 36 against Warwickshire at 
Headingley. He once took 10 for 10 
for Yorkshire against Notts at 
Leeds in 1932. 

In first class cricket. Verity took 
1,956 wickets at 14.87 averaging 
180 wickets in his nine English 
summers. In consecutive summers 
of 1935, 1936 and 1937, he took 
200 wickets. "Ironically; 1934, 
when he routed the Australians at 
Lord’s, was his worst season, dur¬ 
ing which he took only 150 wickets 
at 17.63. ” 

What Verity performed on that 
fateful day at Lord’s was nothing 
short of a miracle. 

The Australiahs came to Lord’s 
bubbling with supreme confidence, 
s^noe . my had- Won the first 
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loted England to their first victory at 
the same ground since 1896. 

England, having won the toss, 
pil&d up 440 runs. Maurice Leyland 
scored a glorious century (109) 
supported by Ames (120) and C.F. 
Walters (82). Tim. Wall bowled 
steadily to capture four for 108 and 
Chipperfield, having a couple of 
tricks up his sleeve, took three for 
91. It was indeed surprising that 
Grimmett and O’Reilly could cap¬ 
ture only a solitary wicket between 
them after conceding 172 runs. 

The wicket was playing beauti¬ 
fully and Australia reached a com¬ 
fortable two for 192 at stumps on 
the second day. The Test was ob¬ 
viously heading for a draw 

’Verity, who early in the game 
missed Woodfull at third slip off Bill 


determined to hit the Yorkshire Icft- 
armer out of the attack." 

Woodfull (22) left at 68 but 
Brown and Bradman attacked mer¬ 
cilessly and put on 73 glorious runs 
in only 45 minutes, before Verity 
caught Bradman in two minds and 
accepted an easy return catch 
Australia two for 141, Bradman 36 

After Bradman’s exit. Brown and 
McCabe progressed steadily. 
Brown playing in his second Test, 
displayed outstanding qualities as a 
fighter and reached a well-compil¬ 
ed century in only 163 minutes 

England had a serious problem 
with their bowlers, Barner was 
limping, Hammond's back was 
troubling him, Geary had a knee 
strain and England was already a 
team of crocks. 



Hedley Vertty^.Ms petformance was something unheard of In Test cricket 
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But heavy rain over the wee 
kend changed the fortunes of tlit 
mau h The Australians not used to 
palyinq on a soft turning wicket i 
sticky lost 18 WKkcts on Mon 
day including 14 to Vrnty ttini 
blinq to humiliation ol in innings 
and 38 runs defeat 

It was indeed n diffii ult day foi 
the Australians and they loo h id 
anticipated it very will when in 
immediate appeal t arm again ,t the 
poor light at 1 1 a m Returning 20 
minutes later McCabe received an 
unplayable lifter from Verity whic h 
pitched on leg stump ipun ‘■harply 
across his body caught the edge 
and flew straiijht to Harnmondat 


second slip who giabbed the trail 
cage riy 

Sonn stout rearyu.ird cffoits 
from Chipperfii Id (3 7 not out) and 
Oldfield. (?J) failed to prevent tin 
Aussir s slumpiiuj from two foi 
203 to >84 all out 

Vr rity howlr d 36 ovi is 1 h in ii 
dens and took sr vi n foi 61 7 fn 


III (lit V Vf ntv smiiU handiilly 
lit stroyi d Australia 

giinnini) Wyitt iinmi diati ly in 
foil I d thi tolli voir and Verity 
ig iin liowk d liki i clumpion fhi 
( igl ind ( iptiiii I mployed ultia 
iltiikiiK) tic Ms foi Vi'rity three 
sli))s nut two holt legs with no 
outfield 


Wilfred Rhoden over/oyifd to wit 
ness Verity better his ricoid he 
f \claimtd ‘Hr in a masti r c rafts 
man on sticky' 

Verity was outstanding Better 
left hand bowlintj on a sticky wick 
11 has seldom been seen Verity 
was rather taster than mo.t of his 
type and therefore was not e asy to 
qc tat 

After the tea interval Veiity 
bowled like a master 1 fit .iin was 
shining brightly and it made the ball 
jump and skid like a naughty child 
and had all the Australians in trou 
hie 

Bradman attempted a lofted 
diive into tfie unmanned outfield 
got the top edge and offeied one of 
the easiest of catches Brown was 
caught by Walters off Bowes for 
two and after Bradman s departure 
the Australians were bundled out in 
less than two hours i 

The English catching was superb 
The 45 year old Hendren took an 
amazing i atch to dismiss McCabe 
after the Australian executed a full 
blooded drive at Verity Onlv 
Woodfull (43) and Chipperfield (14) 
offered resistance 

With his full record for the match 
being 1 5 for 104 (eight for 43 in 
he second innings) Verity excelled 
Rhodes performance at Melbourne 
in 1904 and incidentally Rhodes 
himself was present to witness 
Verity s wonderful performance 

Bradman hirftself could never 
c laim to have completely fathomed 
Verity s strategy tor it was never 
static or mechanical Verity took 14 
wickets in a day which was so 
mething unheard of in Test cricket 

Wilfred Rhodes was overjoyed 
and proclaimed rotundly He is a 
master craftsman on sticky 
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THE GRE/IT MUTCHES 


David Hughes 
-the hero of the 
longest day 


By Christopher Hilton 


I T WAS the longest day-a day 
which It seemed would never end. 

What happened at Old Tr^ord 
that July day in 1971 when Lanca¬ 
shire played Gloui^ster in the semi¬ 
final of the Gillette Cup has passed 
into myth and legend. 

And all from the most innocent 
ordinary of beginnings.... 

Gloucester won the toss and bat¬ 
ted There ware 23,520 people in 
the ground, a vast, excitable mass 
of humanity who had come to see 
Lancashire get to the final. 

Ron Nicholls and David Green put 
on 57 befofe Green was run out. 
Roger Knight made 31 and Mike 
Procter, one of the worid's great all- 
rounders, a typical 65 with a six and 
nine fours 

But Lancashire were canny one- 
day cricketers then and they knew 
how to contain. Procter was caught 
at the wicket, and the innings drift¬ 
ed to 229 for six after 60 overs. 

Despite losing an hour through 
ram at lunch tima'it had all been, as 
say, ordinary. Just another irtnings. 

Lancashire had the men to get 
the runs. David Lloyd opened with 
Barry Wood but, with the noise and 
the tension rising, they got bogged 
down. 

Seventeen priceless overs were 
used up reaching the 60 and at SI 
Lloyd was Ibw. 

Harry Pilling-small, neat busy- 
loosened it up but at 136 both .he 
and Wood had gone. It did not mat¬ 
ter. Down the steps, into the eeriy 
evening, came CKse Uoyd. 

w ,|ft§J>uW win ft himself, 


But John Mortimore was bowling 
now. He had played in nine Tests 
years before and was, as someone 
said, quite capable of creating ha¬ 
voc even among experienced bats¬ 
men with his off-breaks. He bowled 
Lloyd. •. ^ 

Farokh Engineer was made for 
one-d6y cricket. He liked to hit the 
ball but as he made his way to the 
wicket-thd noise increasing all the 
time-there was Mortimore, angular, 
cunning, waiting for him. 

Engineer, hit wicket bowled Mor- 
timore...two. 

Worse, John Sullivan was 
bowled by Jack Davey. The middle 
had been torn out of the Lancashire 


innings. Six wickets down for only 
163. 

After 7.30 the light began to get 
worse and worse. The captain. Jack 
Bond, had arrived at the crease-and 
went straight into mythology. 

"What," the story goes, "is that 
up there?" he asked of the umpire 
Arthur Jepspn. And got the reply: 
"The moon. How much further do 
you want to see?" 

Bond was now joined by Jack 
Simmons, a large man and a big hit¬ 
ter. The noise was so bad that Bond 
remembers "you almost* had to 
stand toe to toe when talking to 
each other." 

Immediately Procter, bowling at 








a ferocious pace, 
unleashed an as¬ 
sault on Simmons 
Twice the umpires 
conferred about the 
light 

_ Simmons plundered an enor¬ 
mous SIX and Bond made one of 
cricket's great decisions-to play on 
The crowd peered through the 
gloom, hardly able to see as far as 
the square 

At 203, with 27 needed from the 
last SIX overs, Mortimore bowled 
Simmons 

The pavilion lights were on The 
lights were on at the Warwick Road 
station next to the ground-and they 
were so piercing that they gave an 
almost unreal atmosphere 

David Hughes came in at No 9 
and he and Bond added a couple In 
these conditions Hughes knew that 
he could not hit the pace men-but 
Mortimore had one over left 

He said to Bond If I can see th¬ 
em I can hit them 



David Hughes. . turned the tide of 
the match 


Mortimore ran gently in to bowl 
Hughes said I picked up the first 
ball quite easily because with the 
arc It came over the heads of the 
crowd 


He took a step out and made a 
good-length ball into a half-volley. 
He struck it over extra-cover for 
four A thousand small boys rushed 
onto the ground, melted back 
again 

Hughes had decided to go out to 
.every ball He hit the second over 
long-on for six Hysteria' Pande¬ 
monium' And all the boys on the 
ground again 

He hit the third ball through ex¬ 
tra-cover for two Simmons, high 
up on the balcor]y, stood yelling for 
Hughes to calm himself down, go 
for singles The words were lost in 
the noise 

Hughes hit the fourth ball for two 
The fifth ball was on the off stump 
and 1 played what I think was the 
best shot of the over through the 
covers for four 

In came Mortimore for the last 
ball Hughes went at it got that 
lovely feeling at the instant of con 
tact-and it went over long on for 
another SIX 

And all the boys were on the 
ground again Hughes shouted at 
them to go back 

The scores were level 

Procter to Bond He survived the 
first four balls and. from the fifth, 
steered the ball wide of gully 

They ran one and were engulfed 
by that mass of humanity stream¬ 
ing through the darkness acioss 
the ground towards the pavilion 

It was ten minutes to nine 


CONCLUDED 


SCOREBOARD 


GLOUCESTER 


R b SinimofTb 

53 

D Gfeufi run out 

21 

R Kniqhl c Simittons b Hughes 

31 

M PfOetPr c Engineer b Lever 

65 

D Shepherd ibw Simmons 

6 

M Bissox not out 

29 

A Brown ( Engineer b Sullivan 

6 

H Jarman not out 

0 

8 2 ib 4 w 1 n b 1 

18 

TOTAL (6 wkts) 

229 

EbII 57 87 113 150 201 210 

Old not bat J Mortimore B Meyer J Oavey 

Bowling Lever 12 3 40*1 Sutttewonh 12 3 330, 
Wood 1^ 3 39 0 Hughes 11 0 68 1 Simmons 

12 3 35 2 Sullivan 10 6 1 

LANCASHIRE 

D Lloyd ibw Brown 

31 

6 Wood ro 

50 

H Piliirrg b Brown 

21 

C Lloyd b MortimoiV 

34 

J Sullivan b Oave^i 

10 

F Engmaar hit wkt b Mortimore 

2 

J Bond not out 

16 

j Simmons b Mortimore 

25 

0 Hughes not out 

26 

B 1 Ib 13. ib 1 

IS 

Total |7 wktt 56 S ov) 

230 

Fen 61 105 136 156.160 163.203 

Old not bat P Lever, K Shuttteworth 

Bowllag Proettr tO-6 3 38-0 Oww 11-1-23-1. 
Knighi 12-2 42-0' Moiwnora 11-0-81-3, Brown 
t2'0-32-2 
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CHAMPION 




T here are certain sportswomen or sportsmen 
who dominate their chosen sport with such a de¬ 
gree of excellence, such a definite level of superiority 
and class, that to say "they are the best" is not suffi¬ 
cient These athletes are champions, and champions 
are very special 

Indu Pun is a champion 




She dominates women s table tennis in India and 
has done so for the past six years With a combina 
tion of hard work and dedication, style and class, she 
has today reached the position of untouchable excel¬ 
lence To watch her play to watch her live her life is 
to witness a woman of skill and character who th¬ 
rough complete concentration and commitment, has 
brought out the best from herself 

At the 46th Nationals held in Calcutta in February 
this year, Indu, at the age of 31, won the women s sin¬ 
gle crown for the eighth time, and sixth time running 
She beat Vyoma Parekh, India's No 2 with relative 
ease Once again, Indu was champion And once 
again, fans and opponents alike were marvelling at 
the magic which is Indu Pun 

Born in Calcutta on 14th September, 1953, Indu 
did not take to playing table tennis until she was 10 
or 11 Her father, the Tate Amrit Lai Pun, was a man¬ 
ager of a jute mill and was also a competent club-level 
sportsman He was the one who inspired Indu to 
work hard at table tennis , 

'Everyday after work my father would take me to 
the club and practice with me for at least an hour It 
was he who taught me ball control He had the pa¬ 
tience to help me work on one shot day after day and 
he would make me hit again and again at one particu- 
far spot until my control was peifact I owe everything 
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to my father He was the one true coach I ever had." 
Indu admits how lucky she was to have a club at the 
mill compound where she could play everyday And 
once she began competing seriously, her rise was ra¬ 
pid "In those days, there were no sub-junior Nation¬ 
als, and I never played even in the Juniors In '69, at 
the age of 16,1 played in my first Nationals as a sen¬ 
ior " 


Living in the humid and hot atmosphere of Calcut¬ 
ta, Indu at an early age suffered from bronchitis This 
problem, coupled with weak eyesight, made her seem 
an unlikely table tennis prospect But she always had 
good reach, power, ball control, and very quick re¬ 
flexes And a tremendous desire to win In '72, at the 
age of 19, Indu won her first National title at the 
championships held in Ahmedabad She defeated her 
Bengal teammate, Rupa Mukherjee, in the final After 
this initial victory, there was a gap until '75 when Indu 
again won the title 


By this time she had completed her B A from Loret- 
to College and in the following year, joined the Rail¬ 
ways in Calcutta She had also completely dedicated 
herself to table tennis ("I always managed to stand 
first in school, but when I joined college my father 
very wisely told me that I should do well in studies, 
but not worry about coming first, as I must practice 
hard to improve at table tennis'') 



In '78, Indu made a very crucial decision, and shift¬ 
ed to Delhi The dry climate of the capital suited her 
immediately, and her health improved In '79, she was 
once again crowned champion and she has not lost in 
the Nationals since "I don't want to make any ex¬ 
cuses, but I have never lost a Nationals when t was in 
good health Once I shifted to Delhi, my health imme¬ 
diately improved, and my lungs cleared up to a great 
extent And, of course, since then, I have just gone on 
winning." 


Indu Puri 
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In February of '81, Indu left the Railways and joined 
Union Bank, for whom she still plays. Along with 
veterans like Kashmira Patel. Indu heads a very 
strong team, and Union Bank won the women's team 
championship at the last Nationals 

At the international level, table tennis players aie 
fortunate to play every two years against the best in 
the world at the World Championships With the ex¬ 
ception of badminton, where the competing nations 
are much fewer than in table tennis, no other India 
sport has such constant exposure to the highest level 
of competition (Cricket and hockey, of course, are al¬ 
so exceptions, But in these two sports, India ranks 
among the top five in the world In table tennis, the In¬ 
dia players gel to compete in the World Champion¬ 
ships in spite of a relatively low international stand¬ 
ing) 

Indu first represented India at the World Cham¬ 
pionship in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, in '73 At that time, 
the Worlds and the Commonwealth Championships, 
also held every two yeais, basically made up fhe in¬ 
ternational calendar for Indian players. From '80 on¬ 
wards, with the Delhi Asiad in sight, more and more 
international events were scheduled, with as many as 
six in one year, mostly on the Asian circuit This trend 
continues till today and is a very healthy one for In¬ 
dian table tennis, culminating in the men's team fin¬ 
ishing 12th in the '85 World Championship held at 
Gothenburg, Sweden 



Indu has competed in seven World Champion¬ 
ships, with the highlight being promotion to Category 
I at the '79 Worlds in Pyongyang, North Korea. (The 
first 16 teams in the world are kept in Category I. The 
top two teams from Category II are promoted at the 
end of each Worlds, and the bottom two of Category I 
are demoted. In '79 the Indian team, led by Indu and 
with support from Nandini Kulkarni and Shailaja Sa- 
lokhe, topped Category II.) 

Unfortunately, in '81 the team slipped back to 
Category II, and finished as low as 26th in '83. In '85, 
with Indu and Vyoma Parekh in top form, the team 
came back upto 19th place. 

At the Commonwealth level, without China, Japan, 
the two Koreas. and the East Europeans to compete 
against, Indu has always done well, and was ranked 
2nd in '81 On the Asian circuit, however, all the best 
teams, minus the Europeans, compete and India does 
well to finish 5th, as she did at the Asiad in '82 That 












same year Indu was ranked 8th at the Asian Cham¬ 
pionships in Jakarta As Indu says, "The Asian circuit 
IS very tough, but we are fortunate to play against the 
best in the world ' 

Indu’s greatest moment of glory came in 78 at the 
Asian Championships in Kuala Lumpur There she de¬ 
feated the reigning World Champion, Pak Yung Sun 
of North Korea "All the pen-holder players are weak 
on the backhand, as they have to play it almost in- 
side-out So I just kept attacking her backhand and 
she became flustered I had nothing to lose, and all 
my shots were going in And I won' 

A chance win, perhaps, but it shows that Indu on 
her day is a player of true international calibre She 
herself is very honest about her standard "In the 
World Championships, we are lucky to get beyond 
the first round, as the other players are just too good 
It all depends on the draw The best I did was to come 
into the last 32' 

What makes the Chinese and Korean women so 
good? Table tennis is a game of quickness, with 
speed being more important than power And the 
power generated on the ball comes more from racket 
speed rather than muscle strength The Chinese, as 
also the Koreans and Japanese, are short, light, and 
yet finely and strongly muscled Thus their reflexes 
are amazingly quick, and their feet and hands are 
immediately in position to play the ball Indian players 
may have the shots, but the reflexes are lacking 





Of course, the inherent physical abilities of the 
Chinese players alone do not produce champions As 
Indu says,' Young players in China are picked up from 
the age of five or six, and are given intensive training 
in gymnastics and athletics before they specialize in 
table tennis This training at such a young age gives 
them that quickness and agility which is so important 
for table tennis 

The comparison with Indu's beginnings as a table 
tennis player is the age-old story of Indian athletes 
who have had to battle against a complete lack of 
proper training and coaching Indu received coaching 
only from her father, began serious competition only 
at the age of 16, never played at the junior level and 
only began systematic training in 80 at the age of 27' 

‘In '80, Korean coaches were brought to India to 
tram us for the Asiad We were to compete in the 
Asian Games for the first time in 82, and the Federa¬ 
tion wanted us to do well When the coaches arrived. 











they wanted us to do skipping. I didn’t even know 
how to do this' And I was the National champion. For 
me, training only meant playing." 

Of course, Indu immediately realized the value of 
training, and today is very dedicated to fitness. She 
does stretching and agility exercises, running, and 
shadow-playing. She has also done weights to deve¬ 
lop wrist, forearm, shoulder, and legs. Now approach¬ 
ing 32, she IS as fit and powerful as ever. 



Kashmira Patel, herself a ranking singles player and 
a competitor at the Nationals since '70, says, "Indu 
wins because she has class in whatever she does, be 
It practice or competition. She has complete dedica¬ 
tion and concentration to the game. She is just on a 
higher plane and we all know it." 

The strengths of Indu's game are her power, reach, 
and ball control. And her desire to always attack. This 
combination of precision and power in attack is un¬ 
beatable. The weakness in Indu's game is her lack of 
movement As Kashmira says, "If you can get Indu to 
move from side to side, then you have a chance 
against her, because she does not nove quickly, espe¬ 
cially towards the net. But to get her to move is so dif¬ 
ficult, becuase with her reach and the fact that both 
her forehand and backhand are equally strong, Indu 
can dominate a game and hardly move at all" 

Indu away from the table can be very deceiving 
Physically, she does not look a perfect athlete, being 
slightly knock-kneed and stoop-shouldered. And, of 
course, there are the famous glasses, which give Indu 
a serious, studious air. She hardly seems to possess a 
"killer instinct", and her gentle voice and quiet smile 
are absolutely charming. ■' 

But, as she warms up her match with quick bouts of 
shuffling and shadow-play, you can see how serious 
Indu IS about her game. And once the match starts, 
the champion in Indu Puri comes out. The strength in 
arms and shoulders, the concentration on the face, 
the slight stoop over the table; her opponent serves, 
and almost contemtously Indu whips the ball back. 





Champion 


The shot is so sudden, powerful, and precise that 
the opponent either hits the bail out or puts up a gen¬ 
tle return If the return should come high on Indu s 
forehand, then the point is as good as over For Indu's 
forehand smash is a flat swat which sends the ball in 
a blur to opponent s edge of the table The particular 
shot IS so devastating, so fast and powerful and well 
directed, that Indu appears almost merciless in play¬ 
ing It But she doesn't hesitate She just keeps on at¬ 
tacking 

If the ball comes lower on Indu s forehand or back¬ 
hand, she employs a side-spin push which comes fast 
and low over the net, and is always, like her smash, 
deep on the opponent's side of the table Her accur¬ 
acy IS uncanny She will pick up a full-blooded smash 
and nonchalantly return it to the far corner of the ta 
ble, away from the opponent who is still out of posi¬ 
tion and just is completing her follow-through And 
this attack never lets up Once Indu's game is in high 
gear, she just keeps on going 



In the Bandra Gymkhana tournament held in Bom¬ 
bay at the end of April this year, Indu meet Nandini 
Kulkarni It was a hot, humid evening for the final, but 
the weather did not slow down Indu at all She at¬ 
tacked fiercely from the first ball, and put on such a 
brilliant display of precise and controlled aggression 
that the match was over in less than 20 minutes On 
that particular night even a player of Nandini s class 
did not stand a chance 

I like to be slightly tired before a match It makes 
me more determined and aggressive, Indu said after 
the match She also has a good-luck yellow T-shirt 
which she likes to wear So if she is tired, and wearing 
that yellow T-shirt, then her opponent is in for trou¬ 
ble' 

Indu has a younger brother and sister, but neither of 
them play table tennis Indu's mother takes a great in 
terest in Indu s game, and tries to attend as many 
matches as possible With the passing away of her 
father, Indu lost a true guide and friend Indu gives all 
credit to him for making her into a table tennis cham 
pion For she has never had another true coach in her 
career 

Indu s reign at the top is truely amazing Since her 
first National title in 72, she has won eight National 
in the past 13 years Other great players have come 
and gone - Rupa Mukherjee, Usha Sunderaj, Kaity 
Chargeman, Shailaja and Salokhe, to name a few 
Shailaja who still plays, has always been a tough fight 
for Indu With Shailaja and Indu in top form at the end 
of the 70's, women's table tennis in India was of a 
very high standard Of the present players, Vyoma 
Parekh has faced Indu in the last two National finals 













and has given Indu a fight but is still definitely No 2 then her decision will be the correct one If she retires 

Of the younger players Indu points out Niyoti Roy as she will retire right at the top, and with the respect 

a player with real promise But even in 85 womens and love of players and public alike 

table tennis in India is still Indu Pun Indu has no particular favourite table tennis player 


I he big question is of course the future Will Indu 
continue to play at the national and international le 
veP There is no question that if she wants to she can 
dominate for several years to come 

Indu says As long as I am enjoying the game I will 
keep on playing I love table tennis I have given my 
life to It I want to leave the game at the top and I 
want to leave the game still loving it Right now there 
IS tension for me the tension of concentrating so 
hard match after match and tournament after tourna 


whom she has tried to copy or who has inspired her 
But Indu IS a great admirer of Ami Ghia She savs 
Ami IS a champion as a player and as a person That 
IS rare combination And that is why Ami is the Indian 
sportwoman that I admire the most Indu could have 
been saying these words about herself For she, too, 
IS a champion, both at the table and away from it 
During her long reign, it has been this class of char¬ 
acter which has sustained Indu As Anita Sood, an¬ 
other champion of Indian sports, says Indu is the 
greatest sportswoman in India 


ment This tension does affect me especially at the 
Nationals So let s see how I feel Then III make a final 
decision 

One can appreciate and sympathise with Indu s 
feelings, for she is a very honest person, and she has 
given her life to table tennis as no other Indian wo 
man ever has If she feels that she has had enough 


Praise from fellow athletes is not to be taken light¬ 
ly Indu Pun in 16 years of table tennis, has earned 
the praise of fellow athletes and press and public 
alike, enough praise to last herna lifetime If She retires 
now, everyone will miss her, but everyone will know 
that they have seen a champion 

Indu Pun, champion 


WRITTF.N BY TOM All t-H 
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- ITH TWO 

^ insipid shows 

which resulted in 
two draws against 
lo Italy and Cameroon 

--- Poland s chances of 

qualifying for the 
second round of the 198? World 
Cup in Spam looked really bleak un 
til they met Peru 

In that la^j game of the first 
round against the South Amen 
cans no minnows by any yardjtif k 
Poland seemed to be suipassing th 
tir own abilities and at the end of 
the game the S( ore board read Po 
land 5 Peru 1 

1 he margin appeared to be a bit 
flattering considering that it was 
Peru who pulled all the strings diir 
ing the goalless fust hal* but in thr 
second Antoni Piechnic^ek s boys 
particulaily Wladyslaw 7muda 
Wlod^imierz Ciolek Andrzej Bun 
col Wlodzimierz Smolarck Grze 
gorz Lato and Zbigniew Brjniok fin 
ally found their rhythm and simjjly 
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SOCCER 10 

tore apart the Peru deft nee to hit 
five goals m a flat out assault 
jjeiiod lasting ? 1 minutes 

Everyone now took serious no 
tice of Poland and some even hint 
ed they could even make it to thr 
finals if their Zbigniew Bonick 
played the way he did against Peru 
They were not exaggerating as in 
that game Boniek was unstoppable 
scoring the third goal and setting 
up the second fourth and fifth 

The temperamental but brilliant 
Pole went a step further in the first 
game of the second round against 
Belgium on June 28 Playing further 
up than his usual position of a deep 
lying wing half he developed quick 
understanding with Lato and the 
two fashioned a goal of rare quality 
as early as in the fourth minute 

This one performance of Zbig 
mew Boniek clearly set him apart 
form the other Polish players and 
the next game against the USSR a 
draw again underlined his quality 
as a top level performer 

Three points from two games 
and a better goal average saw Po 
land through to the semi-final 
where an twian side on the ascen- 
dlncy were eagerly awaiting them 


By Debdbrata Chowdhury 

Rut then Poland needed him 
most Bonick was unavailable hav 
ing already collected two yellow 
t tirds In Ins Tbsence Italy found lit 
tic ’routdt to emeigp winners by 
two goals to r il 

Tins wds not unexpected as 
withoui Boniek in the team Poland 
looked an ordinary side and they 
(jave vt nl to their fiustration by re 
soitin 1 tv somt silly fouls But the 
Itali in pttinpb realising the glory 
)l t !(' k( pi fieir cool for once 

tMjnick c mu back in the team m 
tlu It 111 phi (: playoff match 
acjairi^i 1 1 in i jnd his very pre 
f IK t V j II ough for the Poles to 
regain if in mor ill ind beat a Pla 
gin Its frm I /vilh til ine ease in 
I hi world 

So Pol jnd who were tipped to 
(,->1 tlnrtfiinthi scronoiound at 
tbi most f nisfn d third m Spam a 
fe It tin V h kI t irlitr tti hieved in the 
10 74 Id ( up ),io ,i vvds possi 
bli 1)1 vli iu,i of the superlative 
pi ifoiiT II t of the red haired 
Zluqnn v f'v^nii f 

Luloql>nl^h‘ performance Eric 
Batty wiot ?f igniew Boniek IS Po 
lanv's tguiialini of Micfiet Platini 
anti guitf thi no'-t popular player in 
Ins i ountiy Hi does it all from mid 
field wc rking organising launch 
mg attai ks with Ins penetrative 
pas'-c ) an i also chips in with vital 
goals hin self He < an be deadly 
with tree k cks but he also hits 
really joud swinging sweiving 
shots fiom long range Some of th 
fm go sinigfit in while others are 
pushed awi/ by o()posmg goal 
keepers o bt piikfd up by his 
tcammitis md lonveited into 
goals 

Antoni Piechniczek the Polish 
manager agreed He said I believe 
Boniek loses erry little in compari 
son with P 3ul Brcitner as a midfield 
general A Polish team without 
Boniek IS ilmost unthinkable 

And Pierhniczek it was who 
played a leading role m paving the 
way for Boniek to play in Spam by 
impressing upon Polski Zwiazek 
Pilki Niznej (Polish Football Federa 
lion) to lift itie ban on the player a 
year before the World Cup began 

The fracas which led to the su 
sponsion started at the Warsaw air 
port in early December 1980 when 









Boniek PM 
France’s Pie 


tquivalent to 


the Polish team was to board a 
Rome bound plane en route to Mai 
la to play their first game of the 
qualifying series 

Wladyslaw Zmuda tried to help 
the then manager Ryszard Kulesza 
pick his team The discussion end 
ed in an argument What followed 
thereafter is not yet clearly known 
but the official version was that 
goalkeeper Jozef Mlynaiczyk was 
drunk at the time and Kulesza or 
dered him to go back Zmuda and 
Boniek refused to board the plane 
without Mlynarczyk and ultimately 
they had their way 

Once back home Kulesza report 
ed the matter to the PZPN who 
promptly suspended the three 
players Mlynarczyk for two years 
and Boniek and Zmuda for eight 
months 

Kulesza himself however was 
dismissed soon and the new boss 
quickly realised that without the 
reinstatement of the three players 
in the team Poland had no chance 
to qualify from European Group 7 
where the other contestants were 
East Germany and Malta 

Piechniczek took up the matter 
with the PZPN who saw his point of 
view and lifted the ban on the thiee 
players Thanks to a all win record 
Poland qualified and Boniek s role 
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in achieving the target was only 
slightly less dazzling than the one 
he would play in Spain. 

Born in Bydgoszcz on March 3, 
1956, Boniek took to football as a 
duck to water. His father, a former 
footballer, was quick to realise the 
child’s potential and he wanted 
Boniek to play for Plonia, the club 
for whom he himself once played. 

But Boniek joined another local 
club, Zawisa, instead, when he was 
only 12 - early signs of his temper¬ 
ament! - and remained with them 
upto 1975 before signing for Wid- 
zew Lodz. 

He was a stopper-back with Wid- 
zew in the beginning but with flair 
and imagination as his forte, he of¬ 
ten played in the half-line or even as. 
an attacker. Winning the first cap 
for Poland in 1976, ha went to Ar¬ 
gentina in 1978 where the team 
manager Jacek Gmoch did not use 
him much 

But even the limited opportuni¬ 
ties he got showed his class and he 
was voter! Polish Footballer of the 
Year for two successive seasons 
thereafter 

In 1979, he played brilliantly for 
Enzo Bearzot's World XI against Ar¬ 
gentina (the match was organised 
to celebrate the anniversary of Ar¬ 
gentina's 1978 triumph) and the 
same year he single-handedly 
knocked out -iuventus from the UE¬ 
FA Cup 

It was during me Widzaw Lodz - 
Juventus meeting that the latter's 
president Giampiero Boniperti eyed 
Boniek kee/ily and decided to sign 
him at all costs. 

But It was not easy. Besides 
Wlodzimierz Lubanski, no Polish 
player was allowed to join foreign 
clubs until they were at least 28 
and the recent examples of Kazi- 
mierz Deyna, Andrez Szarmach and 
Grzegorz Lato playing for clubs in 
England, France and Belgium could 
be traced to the fact that all of them 
were beyond 30 when they were 
allowed to leave Poland. 

Boniek himself was also not keen 
to play in Calcio. Neither he was in¬ 
terested to play for the English 
clubs Aston Villa and Manchester 
United who showed their eager¬ 
ness to have him. His own prefer¬ 
ence was the German league or 
Bundesliga, as it is generally 
known. He said: "My dream is to 
play in West Germany - to be the 
first Polish player in the Bundesliga. 

I love the West German style " 

Juventus, however, spared no ef¬ 
fort to sign Boniek. They used all 
the diplomatic and business chan¬ 
nels open through the .office of 
Inhn Paul and links nf Fiat 



(Italy) with Polski-Fiat in Poland. 


In the end, the Polish Govern¬ 
ment at high level were involved. 
Their troubled economy could not 
refuse the hard currency the 
transfer would generate and they 
were also afraid that a tempera¬ 
mental player as he was, Boniek 
might go the way of one of those 
renegardes 

Finally, the PZPN, with clearance 
from the government decided that 
Boniek, being an exceptional player, 
his case deserved exceptional 
treatment. So, they allowed him to 
leave for Italy and the deal between 
Widzew and Juventus was fixed at 
£1.2 million. This was’the biggest 
ever transfer fees involving a player 
from a Eastern Bloc country. 

The deal settled, Boniek arrived 
in Turin on July 20, 1982. with his 
wife Viersia and five-year-old 
daughter Caroline, little imagining 
that his car would be vandalised 
within a short while by angry Ju¬ 
ventus fans for his failing to deliver 
the goods. 

The first season was indeed a 
nightmare for Boniek. In the very 
first game of the league against 
Sampdoria, Juventus lost by a goal 
and their coach Giovani Trapattoni 
had Boniek substituted 18 minutes 
into the second half on the ground 
that the player was tired. But Bon¬ 
iek snapped back. "( wasn't tired." 
His temper got the better of him at 
times and besides being booked on 
six occasions, he was sent off in the 
horne game against Verona. 
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Juventus now wondered 
whether they had done the right th¬ 
ing by signing the Pole and when 
Karl Heinz Rummenigge declared 
that he wanted Boniek at Bayern 
Munich, they felt more than happy. 
Boniek however said that if Juven¬ 
tus wanted to sell him he would go 
straight to Poland so that they 
wonT get any transfer fees out of 
the deal. 

Everything however was forgot¬ 
ten when Bogiek scored one and 
fashioned two goals in the 5-2 
aggregate win over Aston Villa in 
the Champions' Cup which ho¬ 
wever did not come to Juventus as 
Hamburg beat tnem by a goal in the 
final. Seme consolation of sort 
came when Juventus won the 
World Superciub Cup with Boniek 
scoring once in the 2-1 win over 
Flamengo in the final game 

The next season of course was 
different as Juventus won the lea¬ 
gue championship and then within 
a few days, the Cup-Winners’ Cup, 
beating FC Porto of Portugal 2-1 in 
the final. For Boniek this was a me¬ 
morable game and it was he whe 
got the winner shortly after the se¬ 
cond half got under way. 

Juventus have already won the 
European Super Cup beating Liver¬ 
pool 2-0, both goals coming from 
Boniek. And as this is being written 
It will be Liverpool whom Juventus 
will meet again in the 1985 Cham¬ 
pions' Cup final to be played at 
Heysel stadium, Brussels, on May 
29. 

Juventus, ii .''red uy Borcek and 
Platini went ' ugh to the final 
beating lives of I inland, Grasshop¬ 
pers of Switzerland, Sparta Praha 
of Czechoslavakia and Borejpaux of 
France and it is assumed Giovani 
Trappatoni's boys will leave no 
stone unturned to win the trophy 
which the club have not yet been 
able to lay their hands on. As Bon¬ 
iek once said: "Even if we finish at 
the bottom of the league but win 
the Champions' Cup we shall be 
happy" 


by Reg Wootton 
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CAMILO GONSALVES 


Man of the hour is 
still waiting 



By Ajit Moye 


T he national selectors acted 
wisely by including Camilo 
Gonsalves in the Indian Football 
team for the pre World cup tourna 
rnent They had ignored him for the 
Asia Cup tournament as well as for 
the Nehru Gold Cup International 
tournament 

Camilo could have easily walked 
m the Indian team for both the 
events particularly after having 
made a spectacular showing for 
Goa in the 40th National Football 
Championship at Madras 

The best forward at the Madras 
Nationals was however not consi 
dered good enough to be included 
in the National side by the Seler 
tors and it was only towards the fag 
end of the season that they realised 
Camilo s potentials and his value to 
the Indian team 

And It was Camilo who netted 
India s match winner in the match 
against Bangladesh Camilo has 
shown the selectors how good he 
IS and how foolish they were in 
neglecting him earlier on 

Beyond doubt India needs a for¬ 
ward like Camilo especially when 
there is a paucity of good strikers 
Camilo stands head and shoulder 
above many a forward who lacks 
shooting ability 

He has a knack to shoot from all 
angles and to get goals with a 
dashing approach to the game 
Camilo has the speed to and his 
heading has also been effective 
enough to fetch the goals for his 
side Strikers like Camilo are at a 
premium not only in Goa but 
perhaps m India too 

A few years ago Goa s Bernard 
Pereira and Albino Fernandes used 
to tease the leading Calcutta teams 
with their enterprising and dashing 
game and now .t is Camilo s turn to 
cause them trouble India requires 
strikers who are capable of scoring 
and not strikers who can only play 
enftrfUtQcgame 

.» A' » 


Camilo of Dempo Sports Club 
said that many have praised his 
efforts foi the country in the pre 
World Cup matches The match 
winner that I scored against Bang 
ladesh gave me immense satisfac 
tion and mind you Bangladesh had 
a stronger defence than eithei 
Indonesia or Thailand Camilo said 



Camilo Gonsalves the on and 
off Indian soccer star 


When asked whether he felt that 
he had lost bis form at any stage 
during the current season Camilo 
said that he has been in good form 
throughout the season 

I was unlucky to get injured 
when Anthony Rebello tackled me 
hard in the First Division league 


match against Salgaocar but I was 
happy with the win over them at 
Margao The injury however took 
some time to heal and I had to miss 
three or four matches So far I have 
nf ver struggled to find my form and 
I could (lick well when I was select¬ 
ed to play for the country I always’ 
go all out to score whether I play for 
my State team or for Dempo or for 
the country I also don t spare any 
efforts when I play for my village 
team said Camilo and added that 
he IS never scared of getting 
injured 

Regarding the offers from the 
leading outstatior teams Camilo 
said that however lucrative the 
offer may be I am never going to 
ac cept It I love to play for Goa and I 
am proud of being a member of 
Dempo Sports Club I was disap 
pointed when Goa lost 0 3 to 
Services in the recent Nationals 
and failed to reach the last four 
stage We were right on top at 
Madras Last year but one should 
also bear m mind that this time Goa 
was without the services of some 
of the key players Punjab on the 
other hand were at full strength and 
deserved to win this time They are 
truly a force to reckon with in 
National Football JCT are currently 
doing Punjab proud by winning 
some of the major tournaments 
Camilo said 

Talking about himself Camilo 
said that he has been able to 
improve his game every season 
with the experience that he has 
been gaining 

Right now I am very happy to 
have regained my place m the 
Indian team This side is certainly 
capable of doing well Tarun Dey 
has been very impressive in de 
fence and the half line i» also good 
with Maurice Afonso doing a fine 
job My only intention is to plav well 
for the country and to sec as many 
victories come our way I want to 
be part of the victorious Indian 
team 







The Joy that ia too hard to write about but the expresaion on the faces of East Bengal captain Balai 
Mukherjee (right) and Sudip Chatterjee Is a wonder to behold. E.B. had beaten Mohan Bagan by a 
solitary extra~time goal In the final played at Bangalore last week. 




















(grounded) has tnwarted Babu Man! 


























FRANZ BECKENBAUER 


SOCCEK 



Guiding Germany 

V 4 Beckenbauer has effec- 

■ ■ S .V I tivelyguided West Germany to a 

berth in next year's World Cup fin¬ 
als in Mexico, silftncing those cri¬ 
tics who had questioned his ability 



to coach. 

Since taking charge of the na¬ 
tional team last summer, Becken¬ 
bauer, 39, has instilled a new sense 
of confidence into a squad dispirit¬ 
ed by the lack of success under the 
previous coach, Jupp Derwall 

West Germany have won six of 
their eight games under Becken 
bauer's tutelage, scoring a total of 
15 goals in their last three appear¬ 
ances. Their 5-1 win over Czechos¬ 
lovakia in a World Cup qualifying 
match in Prague on April 30 was 
one of the most stylish pcrfor 
mances by a German team foi 
many years. 

Beckenbauer saw Czechoslova¬ 
kia in action four times before the 
game against West Germany He 
showed his players videos of the 
matches and pointed out to them 
the weaknesses in the Czech game 
The homework paid dividends The 
Germans dominated possession, 
creating one movement after the 
next and seldom allowing the 
Czechs to get close to goal 

Beckenbauer has drawn on his 
experience with Bayern Munich to 
transform his players into match- 
winners by applying the goodkild 
German values of discipline and 
hard work. Instead of relying on an 
individual to take control and 
orchestrate the game, he emoha- 
sises teamwork and tactics. 

"The players respect Franz," says 
Beckenbauer's assistant, Horst 
Koeppel. "They don't want to disap¬ 
point him." 

Behind Beckenbauer's youthful 
good looks there is the iron will of a 
perfectionist who played a record 
103 times for West Germany, and 
who demands total commitment 
from his players. 

"There's no messing around with 
him,'' says goalkeeper Toni Schuh- 
macher, who was. once given a 
dressing down by Beckenbauer for 
engaging in a slanging match with 
jrwmalists. 


From Beckenbauer... possesses a natural authority when It comes to Fortheyoungerplayersinthena- 

explainlng strategy to his players tional squad. Beckenbauer is still Bit 







Two football superstars... West German national team coach Franz 
Beckenbauer (right) wtth his star striker Karl-Heinz Rummenigge 


idol, a football superstar equal in 
stature to the legendary Pete "He 
has the uncanny ability to be one of 
the boys and at the same exert 
authority," according to defender 
Karl-Heinz Foerster 

Beckenbauer says it was "the 
challenge." that prompted him to 
accept the offer to take charge of 
the West German team when he 
nad never coached before in his life 
After returning from the United 
States, where he played for New 
York Cosmos, he had a brief spell 
with SV Hamburg before retiring in 
1982 to take up promotional work 

Because he did not-and still does 
not-possess a coaching licence, 
Beckenbauer was given the title of 
technical director The Germans 
refer to him simply as "teamchef 
or team chief 

In their first game under his 
charge, West Germany were sa¬ 
vaged 3-1 by an Argentine side 
composed largely of reservists and 
unknown players Critics soon be¬ 
gan to take digs, accusing him of 
having no concept, poor team se¬ 
lection and lack of motivation 
Among those who doubted his abi 
lity were his former trainer at 
Bayern Munich, Udo Lattek, and 
Paul Breitner, a long-time clubmate 

But West Germany soon got on 
the winning ttail, defeating Sweden 
2-0 in d match that proved a me 
morable debut for Uwe Rahn, of 
Bomssia Moenchengladbach, who 
scored seconds after coming on as 
a substitute Rahn now plays a piv¬ 
otal role in midfield along with 
Hambuig veteran Felix Magath and 
Lothar Matthaeus of Bayern Mun¬ 
ich 

Beckenbauer has introduced 
other newcomers into his selection 
and brought back some old timers 
to produce a fine blend of young ta¬ 
lent and experience Another bonus 
has been the return to form of 
winger Pierre Littbarski, who was 
discarded by Derwall after he in¬ 
sisted on playing him out of posi¬ 
tion 


• Recalled by Beckenbauer to his 
old position on the right wing, Litt¬ 
barski has found his. goal-scoring 
touch again and frequently sets up 
scoring chances for other players 

The new coach is characteristi¬ 
cally modest when asked the se¬ 
cret of his success "Oh, I don't 
know." he says "I've got a squad of 


16, ail of whom I can use with no 
problem " 

After West Germany's latest vic¬ 
tory over Czechoslovakia, the 
mass-circulation "Bild" newspaper 
crowed "We're world class once 
more" 

Few people would disagree with 
that assessment 













Thei/called him the Proving Mantis 


When Wimbledon booed 
the tired Yankee 


I N normal circumstances nothing 
delights Wimbledon s Centrt 
Court more than to see a stiuggling 
tennis star get up from the floor and 
fight back to win the championship 
No fans are so swayed by senti 
ment so sympethetic for a player 
battling against adversity 

The dramatic men s singles final 
of 1948 provided the exception 

On this warm July afternoon the 
15 000 spectators in shirt sleeves 
and summer dresses were wholly 
out of sympathy with the Califor 
man giant who lay stretched out on 
the brown patched green quilt 

A few booed the protrate figure 
most remembered their Centre 
Court etiquette and only softly mut 
tered their disapproval If there was 
any sympathy it was reserved for 
the popular Australian who was 
waiting patiently for his rival to get 
up and resume the match 

LACKED STAMINA 

The unpopular American was 
shock, finalist, big serving Biob Fal 



kenburg 6ft 3in tall brother of the 
glamorous Hollywood film star Jinx 
Falkenburq 


The Australian 29-year-old Da 
VIS Cup star John Bromwich mas 
ter of court craft and one of the 
greatest exponents of doubles play 

Both men were playing in their 
first Wimbledon singles final 

Falkenburg at 22, had youth on 
his side and yet he was sadly lack 
ing in stamina He found it impossi¬ 
ble to conserve his energy over a 
long match so he h^d developed a 
habit of throwing away sets to give 
himself a breather 

Frequently he lay down on the 
court to snatch a rest aftei exhaust 
ing rallies 


FAST AND SLOW 

Without the lasting powers for 
his fine all court game he would 
put everything into his mwering 
cannonball serves and grab points 
as swiftly as he could with sharp 
volleys His lightning thrusts inter 
spersed with go-slow tactis did not 
make him the most attractive of 
players to watch 

The fans on the Centre Court had 
already seen enough of his stalling 
methods in his straight-sets, semi¬ 
final - and victory over Gardner 
Mulloy of Miami 

They disliked his delaying tactics 
which smacked of poor sportsman¬ 
ship His temperamental antics 
won him disfavour, too Ho con¬ 
stantly shook his racquet furiously 
when he missed a point he should 
have won 

Now he was using the same 
tricks in the final - and against an 
old Wimbledon favounte 

CRAZYSET 

The fans greatly admired am¬ 
bidextrous John BrorpwK^ whose 











fighting spirit and grim concentra¬ 
tion were somehow symbolised by 
the two-handed grip he used on his 
right side Curiously, he had no 
backhand, but used a lefthand grip 
on the left side, and serving with his 
right 

Falkenburg had opened their 
match with a thundering ace and 
won his service game to love 
Later he trailed 4-5, but then played 
all out to take the first set 7-5 

As usual, such extreme effort 
proved too much for him He lost 
the next two games and now fell 
back on his old stalling tactics It 
became one of the craziest sets 
seen in a Wimbledon final 

The big American threw away 
game after game and at 5 0 to 
Bromwich the Centre Court wit¬ 
nessed the bizarre sight of two men 
struggling to lose a game 

Bromwich wanted to conrede 
the game and win the next so that 
he would open with hts service in 
the third set Falkenburg, too want 
ed the psychological advantage of 
leading with his prowerful delivery 
in the next set 

Falkenburg proved the better 
loser He dropped his sixth sue 
cessive game and now both men 
dramatically switched to winnincj 
tennis in an effort to take the third 
set At last there were fierce rallies 
worthy of a Wimbledon final 

Bromw < h led 2 1 and 40 0 but 
then his rival struck devastating 
form The American unleashed 
lightning ,rces and superb volleys 
and smashes in a net rushing as 
sault which won him five games rn 
a row and a lead of two sets to one 

But again the all out effort forced 
Falkenburg to resort to delaying 
tactics He desperately needed a 
rest and after missing some shots 
he performed his well known 
praying act 

It was a strange sight - the lanky 
Californian squatting Indian-like on 
the Centre Court with his head lo 
wered anef hands raised It earned 
him the nickname of the Praying 
Mantis' 

POISED FOR VICTORY 

Folkenburg also delayed 
between games, and once he kept 
his opponent waiting so long while 
he wiped his racquet handle that 
the umpire ordered him to hurry up 
He won his first three service 
games but lost the set 6-3 

Two sets all. Could Falkenburg 
last out one more set? He now sent 
a ball boy to fetch some salt, which 
ho ate to Rofd’off the crarpp that th- 
reatan^ad b>a game. 

I- AMwa* if ^jamad that the Califor¬ 


nian had left his victory bid too late 
Dour, thoughtful Bromwich raced 
into a 3-0 lead, and though Falken¬ 
burg rallied to come within a point 
of 3-4, he drove too deep and lost 
this vital game 

Now the Australian was 5-3 and 
looked poised for his first Wimble¬ 
don singles triumph, 10 years after 
his first visit to Britain He was serv¬ 
ing for the match and the crowd 
was with him 

The Australian quickly won two 
points Then Falkenburg made it 
30 15, and after a terrific rally he 
was beaten by a volley Two match 
points to Bromwich 


Controversy continued to rage 
over the Americans’ delaying 
tactics... 


DARING SHOT 

Silence fell over the Centre Court 
as the spectators waited for the kill 
Australian correspondents began 
to prepare their stories of a triumph 
for their countryman But the last 
point was still to be won 

In this key tally, Falkenburg dar 
I'lqly went for the riskiest of strokes 

a stop volley It saved a match 
point 

Next he produced a strong back¬ 
hand passing shot and Bromwich 
lunged for a volley The ball hit the 
not cord and bounced back on his 
side Deuce 

Bromwich won the next rally to 
leach yet another match point 
Again Falkenburg unleashed a 
strong backhand passing shot He 
had saved three match points 

The disappointed Australian now 
cracked under the temfic tension 


He could win only two of the last 
14 points. An ice-cooi Falkenburg 
led 6-5 and 40-0 It was his turn to 
have three match points 

With his huge service, he made 
no mistake and finished the match 
with his second successive ace 
Now he lacked nothing in energy, 
and revitalised with the tonic of 
triumph, he bounded over the net to 
shake his opponent's hand 

It had been one of most nerve- 
wracking of all Wimbledon finals 
and after such a wealth of suspense 
the crowd cheered loud and long 
Yet It was not a popular victory 

Controversy continued to rage 
over the Americans delaying tar 
tics and questionable court man 
ners In reply, Falkenburg com 
plained that Wimbledon officials 
and spectators were the most pre 
judicod he had met 

1 oday, with prejudices faded 
one can sympathise with Falken 
burg It can be argued that it was 
the umpire's responsibility to en 
force the' play shall be continuous 
rule if It was being abused 

We also know now that Falken 
burg had a thyroidic deficiency He 
was not shamming his distress, m 
deed it was a miracle he could play 
five sets of first-class tennis 

As for Bromwich he rightly com 
mented Anyone who doesn't go 
for his chances doesn t deserve to 
win He had the consolation that 
year of winning both the Wimble 
don men's doubles - with Frank 
Sedgman - and the mixed doublea 
with Louise Brough 

Oddly, the two men s singles fm 
ilist met again the following year at 
Wimbledon - in the quarter finals 
Again Falkenburg stalled and th 
rew two sets away But this time 
Bromwich won in five sets 











THE NORMAN CONQUEST! 



Rtferte Wtibs orckrs M U’s itunn<d Kevin Moran (left) off the field for hla unintentional foul on 
Lverton's Peter Reid Moran's dismissal uas the first in FA Cup history. INSltT: Norman WMtifi’ » 

side with the prestigious Cu p _ .. . ,,.-. . . 






















That's mine... Ever ton’s Derek Mountficld (airborne) thunders in to head clear from Mark Hughes of 
United. 







Bhopal hockey in a 
gaseous state 


■ •ail « . 

SPOftTS 

MORTEM. 

G UFRAN-E-AZAM is d man of big 
stature The former Member of 
Parliament and vice-president ot the 
Indian Hockey Federation, who.is 
also the president of the faction- 
ridden Bhopal Hockey Association 
•p wields tremendous power m the 
city, which IS veritably called the 
nursery of hockey 

Not only does he have a huge 
mass following in the city of gas 
tragedy, but is also treated like a 
demi-god. people in the know say 
Thus, It IS believed, that Gufran-e- 
Azam cannot be crossed 

The events last week, however, 
show that the president of the rival 
Bhopal Hockey Association, former 
Olympian and present Member of 
Parliament Aslam Sher Khan, has 
used his acumen and power to pull 
the rug from under the feet of 
Gufran-e A/am, when he announc 
ed the dates for the 54 th Obaidullah 
Gold Cup hockey tournament, with¬ 
out the knowledge of the erstwhife 
M.P 

The events that led to this drama 
are most bizarre 

Several years ago. Gufran-e-Azam 
was the president of the Bhopal 
Hockey Association, with Aslam 
Sher Khan as secretary. Aslam was 
supposedly peeved at the way 
hockey was run there and brought 
an injunction in the court of law 
against Gufran and thus began the 
long court wrangle, with both these 
men going for each other's throat in 
public and private, and the camp 
being divided into two. 

By this time. Aslam decided to 
form another Bhopal Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation with himself as the president, 
■which led to the senior nationals 
two years ago seeing two teams 
from Bhopal participating in this 
prestigious tournament. The teams 
were reduced to shambles with 
each president alleging kidnapping 
of players and general mayhem 

Last year in April, a letter signed 
by Aslam Sher Khan was received 
by the IHF secretary K.L Passi. 


By David D’Souza 

wherein it was stated that, for the 
welfare of hockey in that city, a 
patch up of sorts was concluded 
out ol court between Aslam and 
Gufran and all kvas weH now. thank 
you 

Since the Obaidullah Cup was not 
held last year due to these wran- 
glings, the two warring parties 
wanted to join hands and see that 
the tournament did not suffer this 
yea.'- too 

But somehow. Aslam felt that the 
backwash of hmehght was not con¬ 
ducive to his status and probably 
knowing that he would not he able 
to bask m the glory with Gufran 
around, decided to upstage the 
former M P 

A week before the start of the 
tournament. Aslam went to Delhi 
and in the absence of the joint- 
secretary of the IHF, Kartar Singh. 

Aslam has set 
out to straighten 
the IHF affairs 
when his own 
house is in 
disorder _ 

took the dates from a Mr. Sharma, 
who looks after the office as its 
superintendent 

Aslam must have rubbed his 
palms in glee for Sharma gave the 
dates to him on the IHF letterhead. 
This led to Gufran buzzing like a 
hornet which is disturbed and 
issued a press statement that the 
dates were not sanctioned by the • 
IHF and thus the tournament vvas 
illegal 

When Kartar Singh was contact¬ 
ed telephonically by IHF secretary 
K.L Passi from Bombay, this is what 
Kartar had to say: 

"Gufran came to see me a month 
ago in the office in Delhi and coinci¬ 
dentally Aslam was sitting there 
with me. Obviously die talk centred, 
around Bhopal hockey and the stag¬ 
ing of the ObaiduUa Hockey Cup. 


“After a lot of discussions, the 
both agreed to organise the tourna 
ment jointly and came to a decisioi 
to let a Aftabuddin be the organising 
secretary of the tournament. 

'/ thought that everything is u 
order now. But last week when- 
was not in office. Aslam Sher Khar 
came to the office and took thi 
dates from the office superinten 
dant and he {Sharma} gave Asian 
the dates on the (fHF) letterhead 
This is how Aslam declared the tour 
nament open " 

But several leading hockey admin¬ 
istrators in the city are against these 
factions organising this tournament 
Among them is the daughter-in lavn 
of General Obaidullah. m whose 
name the tournament is held 

Obviously pamed at the way hock¬ 
ey IS getting the stick, she dashed 
off a letter on April 22nd this year to 
KL Passi, which gave a brief re¬ 
sume at the state of affairs m 
Bhopal. In the end, she writes that 
she would not hke the tournament to 
be organised by this faction-ridden 
association, but by a "powerful 
committee' which will bring a semb¬ 
lance of order in organising this 
tournament. The gold cup. inci¬ 
dentally IS in the custody of Begum 
Rasiduzzafar Khan, the daughter-in- 
law. 

At the vme of writing, the first day 
of the tournament was disrupted by 
a mob of nearly 6,000 gas-tragedy 
victims, who were demonstrating 
against Vijay Gupta, a lawyer fight¬ 
ing the case for the Union Carbide. 
Gupta.it IS learnt, is also the vice- 
chairman of the organising commit¬ 
tee of.the tburnament announced by 
Aslam Sher Khan. 

A decision about the holding of 
the tournament jointly by a new or¬ 
ganising, committee would be an¬ 
nounced after the rival presidents of 
the BHA come to a sort of compro¬ 
mise on the composition of' the 
committee, said BHA joint secretary 
Abdul Raza and added that Gupta 
the lawyer would not be included in 
th^ committee 

This then is the state of hockey m 
Bhopal and God save the men who^ 
run it as Aslam had decided fdl 
straighten out the problems afflict¬ 
ing Indian hockey when his own 
house is in disorder. 
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Why India cantot' 
produce champs 


By Ashwini Kumar (Vice president, International Olympic Committee) . 


I T IS often asked not without a 
I smirk on the face as to why India, 
a country with more than 750 
million people, could not produce a 
Sportsman who could win a gold 
medal in Los Angeles 

Olympic officials are blamed for 
this, and so is politics in selection 
Poor coaching and poorer dietary 
habits, also figure as villians of the 
piece 

However, the true answer is not 
far to seek Among the 750 million 
the percentage of people who 
actually participate in any kind of 
sport IS practically negligible It 
cannot be much more than the 
figure of a small town in India - no 
more than a few hundred thousand 

The truth of the matter is that 
poor results shown by our country 
IS because of the negligibly small 
number of people, who are sports 
conscious or are actively involved 
in sports participation 

In other words, we do not have a 
national mass base in sports Our 
approach is purely gladiatorial We 
select and pick up outstanding 
athletes at the age of 17 or 18 
when their sinews and muscles 
have hardly any room for improve 
ment, and attempt to coach or 
groom them into star status, and if 
they fall along the line we then 
indulge in national mouring 

A mass base can only be created 
by educational and governmental 
agencies in primary, middle and 
high school institutions We could 
then perhaps, have a sports plan to 
educate children into the intncacies 
of various games 

Unfortunately today we do not 
even know how many children are 
studying in these schools Approxi¬ 
mate figures are avilable only for 
high schools 

From available data it is learnt 
that out of these schools only two 
per cent have play grounds, where 
children can practice a few games 
Even in these two per cent fortun¬ 
ate institutions, it is not suggested 
that the/ have sophisticated instal¬ 
lations providing good equipment 


where bodies could be honed 
efficiently into excellent sports ma¬ 
terial 

There is a singular dearth of 
swimming pools and gymnasia in 
the entire country Gymnasia which 
have sophisticated equipment in 
them are less than a dozen in the 
entirecountry' 

The less said about swimming 
pools the better Some half seized 
structures are avilable in five star 
locationsi And yet it is an estab 
lished fact that without practising 
gymnastics and swimming be- 
tweeen the ages of eight and 2 
years a child has no chance of 
becoming a world beater 

Where can our children practise 
so that they could perform ably in 
international forums*’ Are there 
enough educational institutions 
which can absorb coaches who are 
being groomed m the National 
Sports Institutions? 


Olympics... Indian style 



If even one sports coach is 
provided to the majority of colleges 
and schools in our country today, 
there will not be enough coaches 
available To slake the thirst of one 
coach for one school it will take the 
various coaching institutions more 
than a 150 years 

When we do not even know the 
number of children studying in 
schools, and when most of the 
schools are lodged in perhaps a few 
rooms on the second storey or third 
storey of buildings, or more likely 
under a tree, how can we ever 
dream of having outstanding 
sportsmen, commensurate with 
our tremendous population No 
wonder in the six development 
plans that we have already had, 
hardly any mention is made of 
sports 

Under our Constitution sports is 
not a central subject whereby the 
Government of India can give any 
detailed directive about sports all 
over the country It is a subject 
transferred to the States, and the 
priority of sports in our provinces is 
so low, that one hangs one's head 
in shame 

Sports without doubt can flour¬ 
ish only in an enviornment in which 
Its dynamism and philosophy can 
be understood Physical education 
IS as much education' as it is 
physical' - performance in excel¬ 
lence has to be achieved not as an 
end in itself, but forms part of a 
global conception of the body and 
the mind, playful and the serious 

As the Romans used to say 
"Mens sena in carpore sano" - a 
"healthy mind in a healthy body" 
Can you have harmony and unity of 
the mind and the body, in a country 
where more than half the popula¬ 
tion lives below the poverty line? 
Instead of a 5000 calories diet, a 
potential athlete has to make do 
either with the national average 
diet of about a 1000 calories, or if 
his talent has been spotted, a 3000 
calories feed! 

Again I feel sports is alien to the, 
contd. on p 53 
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Foot faults and mouth disease 


T / /L ASSOCIATION of Tennis Pro 
/fssiona/s (he mens union puh 
/ishes u weekly newspaper that in 
eludes a feature uiri((en in Spanish 
Since lObS u hen open competition 
was intrcnfuced the changes within 
the game have been rcvolutionaiv 
The least euntrouersial and therefoie 
the least publicised has been the 
1 meigence of Spanish as the sport s 
sec ond language 

I his has happened because alth 
cju<]h South Americans do not exce' 
on the grass courts of Wimbledon 
tlieg have been inuadinc} the men s 
circuit in astonishing numbers 

I ICO men have been outstanding in 
then example and Influence Gull 
let irHI Was of Argentina a former 
I rernh (Jniteii vS(a(es and Aus(ra/ion 
champion and Chiles Jaime Fillol 
iihose selfless intergritp as AFP 
pic side nt den onstrated that the 
game s traditiorinllv Anglo Saxon 
code of conduct could be exported 
a itlioiit damage 

Ibis uos a rriore open (Question in 
the dags u hen the Nastase U'os acquit 
itig a reputation as an enfant terrible 
I le was laisinij a storm at Monte Carlo 
cine vtor and a group were discussing 
the iirrplications over morning coffte 
Charlie Pasartll a sensitive and open 
minded man sugejested that Anglo 
Susons should not self righteouslv 
assume that the traditional code of 
conduct came down from the nioun 


'a.n u rh Moses It uias becomintj 
necessarv' to adjust within reason to 
the impac t of other cultures 
Pasarell las right and the game 
has in fact been enriche J by its increas 



/He Nastase... he began it all 


ingIg cosmopolitan cast The odd thing 
IS that although the rot set in loifh 
Nastase a Romanian the most prd 
rninent modern sinners have been 
Americans first Jimmy Connors then 
John McFnroe 7 rue Connors has 
cleaned up his act ("I just concentrate 
on mg tennis and my opponent } and 
like Nastase have the saving grace of 
comedv But copiedg and good man 
ners are not muluallg exclusive 

In defence of Mebnroe and other 
offenders from USA (among them 
hliot Teltscher who once used obs 
cene language to his female opponent 
during the French mixed doubles 
final) it has been said that theg believe 
in doing their own thing 

McFnroe has said I don t like 
being phoriv I prefer to fre honest 
Thats more important than bc'ing 
liked bv evergone That sounds 
reasonable supetficiallv But if 
Mcf.nrcK finds a i oirelation between 
honesty and hoonshness it does not 
say muc h for him My prohic rri he 
says IS to find a wav of handling all the 
nervous energy that builds up ins de 
me I rn just too competitive 

There are no excuses for Me Fntoe s 
rudeness onlv explanations some 
times of the kind applied to wilfu' 
children having tantrums that smack 
of hvsterin But at J5 McLnroe is no 
child He should he all man 

Nastase Connors and Me Fnroe in 
turn have attracted particular alien 



Mac’s masseuse says: 




Glveihlm a lady umpire 

T HF WOMficN who massages the I His adrenalii 
tired muse les of John McEnroe has active than othi 


Cgnthia Tucker soothing the 
troubled head of McEnroe 


i tired muse les of John McEnroe has 
a plan to soothe his tormented soul 
during the Wimbledon fortnight 

Give him ladg umpires sags osteo 
path Cvnathia flicker who goes on to 
assure us that McEnroe is reallg a 
gentleman at heart 

He has a. great respect for 
women sags Cgnthia ‘I've never 
seen him shout at argue with or be 
rude to ony woman And I couldn t 
even imagine him swearing at a 
womah 

Tucker has been treating McEnroe 
since 1977 when he made his noisy 
debut at Wimbledon and has alwags 
found him charming 

She adds ‘I think his tantrums on 
court are caused by an over dose of 
adrenalin 


I His adrenalin glands are just more 
active than other plagers so it is all 
begond his cqntrol 

But / am sure that if a woman was 
umpiring his matches it would make 
all the difference 

Alas the British Tennis Umpires 
Association don't share her confi 
dence 

Herbert Sgdercombe the Associa 
lion s secretary said “I don t person 
allg think it will make any difference ‘ 

He sa<d there were, of course, mang 
vetv good 4 uoman umpires and they 
did •occasionallg officiate at mens 
matches at the All England club 

But he said “I dont believe a 
woman has ever umpired a match in 
volving McEnroe at Wimbledon and 
franklg, I don’t think one ever will" 
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Connors (ieft) and McEnroe, court clowns and loud mouths BtJ.OW tht lim servu e fudge seen operating 
the new electronic fault-finding equipment at Wimbledon’s Centrt Court 


tion because oj tljeir exceptional pi ii, 
mg abilify which meant that any 
misconduct would he widelp reported 
One consequence of declining stan 
dards of hehauiour in conjunction 
With the increased publicitj' given to 
the game is that Nastase and 
McEnroe became easp targets foi 
media representatives specially 
assigned to seek scandal stones 
leaving the terms reporting to others 

MctnroL has often said that he 
wants to he fudged foi his tennis i other 
than his behaviour Fhat preference 
could easily be satisfied if he simply 
got on with the tennis and allowed his 
opponent to do the same fhe media 
would then have nothing but tennis to 
write about 

Misconduct and money inevitably 
receive more publicity than they did in 
the days when there was less of both 
Manuel Orantes recently said that too 
much attention was given to'the top 
players at the expense of the sport A 
lot depends on the character of the 
top players The high a man goes the 
reater his responsibilities The tele 
lities of tennis are nchly rewarded 
public entertainers with wide ranging 
obligations to themselves thcr op 
ponents, spectators tournament offi 
cials and the game’s reputation and 
well being A few - and only few - are 
disobeying those obligations 

The man responsible for behaviour 
on court are the players and the um 
pires The competence and moral 
courage of the umpires should be 
beyor^ question Unfortunately It is 
not There are umpires uiha seem to 
be unacquainted with the point pen 
afty schedule or casually turn a blind 


eye or a deaf f'ur tuutinls ofh nJt is 
Some L ahte their plact in tlu lin^ lijil 
so highly that Ihty are not ,o i / 1< pm 
it at risk by taking a bold ntriu ersiti' 
decision The iimpiies luth r tc has n 
any cost been erodi li In, tlnn loan i 
supcivisois r^pte cniin i (* i Jioiu/ 
prix roiiiu il 

Fheie an indirot < n tuna I ol 
reversion t< hetit nays J >st Hm 
aeras beattn by Mat Wianchi r tl i 
French yhami i mships i u 
later that Wilandii a i i i sii ) > «! 
tennis piofe.,siona th i ( < is i 

pleasure to paly a / i n ' r i / Ih 
the game needed pkneis n U(/< 
nder at the top 

During the 1 / yt^ars of ope n < utiipc 
tition tourname nts have piolifeiute d 
and there has been a hift of emphas s 
towards slower suifaces and a 
consequent shift of emph isis towards 


jr Hiiht stroke’s Noah has tfmindt.d 
a that ground stiokes are a means to 
in end tht end being an advemtur 
(IIS /(iifiy to tht foretoatt 

Fho eh years hate also endowed 
teiini u itl tht mi\t d blessing of heat y 
sp in ( t ship from commere lal com 
j> inn s ineioas to tap the middle < lass 
n iiKt I /( r their pnxbji Is there are 
i> many dollar millionairt s playing 
U n ns the se days that have ce ased to 
I It us '■I hool fhildie n are making 
a much money in a year as their 
p If Ills make m a decade bometirnes 
iht 11 si IS high Girls submit to set 
I leh physKul stress such intense 
I < mjie titioii that they have’ damaged 
the ir he alth during a peiioel of grow th 
and beeome joylessly haideyed in 
tin pit mature pursuit of fame and 
foi tune 

A1UL PRFMNARAYfcN 
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T he month of May could welt be 
called the month of hope. And 
India's forerunner in tennis, Nandan 
Bal, could not have hoped for a 
better deal this summer.' 

The reigning national champion, 
displaying the kind of tennis that 




Nandan Bal on 
1 winning spree 


keeps him at the top, cantered 
away with three singles and dou¬ 
bles titles in successive weeks of 
this Summer's circuit in Bombay. 

Bal started off with a bang by 
brushing aside Enrico Piperno in 
straight sets in the CCI Open. He 
left Tittle room for doubt of his 
masterly skill, serving and volleying 
with the power and command that 
symbolise champs. In the process 


he avenged his defeat of a week 
earlier to Piperno at Kozhikode. 

Bal allowed Piperno to challenge 
him only in the first set. But once he 
broke Piperno in the seventh, he 
proved himself to be unbeatable on 
his day. Piperno battled gallantly 
and even held the advantage after 
deuce in the fourth game, but had 
no answer to the aces that Bal 
produced at will. 


With the first set neatly wrapped 
up, success was imminent and not 
even a desperate dash by Piperno 
to pick up a net-hugging drop that 
resulted in him crashing and sprain¬ 
ing his wrist, could appTy the brakes 
on Bal who broke in the first, third 
and seventh to crown hirhself. 

Piperno, however, did not allow a 
taped wrist to add to the gloom of 
defeat. Ever amicable and jolly as 



Nandan Bgl... displayed the kind of tennis that keeps him at the top 


he is, he took the court to partner 
Bal in an absorbing men's doubles 
final against Mayur Vasant and 
Chetan Desai. 

In a keenly-fought encounter that 
went to extra games, Bal stole the 
thunder with serves and forehand 
returns and the pair would have 
won earlier but for the injured 
Piperno sending a simple serve 
from Vasant into the net in the 
decider 

With thp double success urging 
him on, Bal was in full flow in the 
Shivaji. Park GyiTiii,han^ Open. 
Facing Chetan Desai across the net 
in the singles final, he took less 
than an hour to tame th? third seed 
6 - 3 , 6 - 2 . ■■ 

FulHIow 

If Bal served well in the first set, 
he excelled himself with his aces in 
the second. Desai who managed to 
survive two break points early in 
the first set simply failed to master 
Bal's service m.^ije second. His 
do-or-die attenij^ih the third game ; 
made no irapressips oh Bal who 
was in fine fettle and it wasn't long 
before he bowed to the^ national 
champ 

The men's doubles was a big let¬ 
down for the spectators who had 
anticipated a keen tussle between 
the Nandan Bal-Rajiv Batra and 
Mayur Vasant-Chetan Desai pairs. 
Play began aft^r dusk and the 
match was evagry poised at five-all 
when the ■ opponents decided fo 
share the spoils. 

The. men's singles final of^the 
lifebuoy-sponsored Indian Gymk¬ 
hana Open evoked keen interest 
among tennis lovers Would Bal 
continue his winning spree - or 
would Hari Iyer, a promising junior, 
upset the India No.1 as he did 
Mayur Vasant? 

The game started on a serve and 
volley note with Hari Iyer all but ^ 
matching Bal. The junior was play- 'v 
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ing in his first men's singles final 
and that too against the national 
champ 

But he did not let the occasion 
run away with him and impressed 
one and all while putting up a spint- 
ad display. However, he could not 
prevent Bal from taking the first set 
after the latter broke in the seventh 
game. 

The second set Was more evenly 
contested. Being a set down did not 
unsettle Iyer who produced a few 
forehand winners that spoke highly 
of his potential. 

Impressed 

He made Bal sweat for every 
point and often had the champ 
rushing to the net and back But Bal 
managed to break his serve in the 
fifth game and after Iyer committed 
a couple of errors, all Bal had to do 
was indulge in safe play and hold 
his serve to win the set and his third 
consecutive title 

Bal then teamed up with Rajiv 
Batra to add the men's doubles to 
his kitty with a hard-fought, well- 
deserved victory over Vasant and 
Desai 

In the women's section of the 
summer circuit, Nasreen Shujatali 
dominated at Shivaji Park and the 
Indian Gymkhana though it was 
Bela Pandit who hogged the lime¬ 
light in the CCI Open which was 
sponsored by Canco Rubber Pro¬ 
ducts and Mahindra and Mahindra 

The IS-year-oid Bela acquitted 
herself well winning a triple crown 
- the women's singles, women’s 
doubles and mixed doubles 

The top seed in the singles, Bela 
came close to being humbled by 
Asmita Vasant in the quarter-finals 

She took the«first set comfortably 
at 6-3, then surpnsingly lost the 
second by a similar margin, and 
trailed 4-5 in the decider before she 
managed to overcome Asmita 

In the final she began in a way¬ 
ward fashion and did not seem her 
usual, consistent seif She failed to 
match the baseline play of Nasreen, 
double faulted, lost the first set 3-6 
and trailed 0-3 in the second. 

She then stacpd a remarkable 
recovery to take four games in suc¬ 
cession. Her backhand strokes 
came into prominence as she out¬ 
lasted Nasreen and never looked 
back to, claim the title with a 6-3 
yictory in the third set. 

The women's doubles she won 
partnering Varsha Jerome and the 
mixed d^bles she claimed with 
Nitin Kannamwar. 

Nasreen Shujatali, a leading 


under 18 player in the country, won 
a creditable double in the Cipla- 
sponsored Shivaji Park Open She 
got the better of Varsha Jerome 
(6-3, 6-3) in the women's final and 
then beat Sheetal Kannamwar 6-0, 
6-3 in the girl's under 18 event 

Nasreen has come a long way 
since she began winning local titles 
as a school girl at the turn of the 
decade Her baseline play was 
evident as she scored over Varsha 
Her forehand strokes were full of 
power and her ability to adjust to 
long rallies coupled with her swift¬ 
ness on court showed that she has 
certainly improved in leaps and 
bounds 

In the final of the Indian Gymk- 
han Open, Nasreen faced a consi¬ 
derably weaker opponent in Gown 
Krishnan who was back on the 
scene after a prolonged break 

She outclassed Gown in the first 


set and then rallied to snuff out the 
challenge offered by the Madras 
girl in the second, forcing Gown 
into btqpders that cost her the title 

She displayed a cool tempera¬ 
ment and was undoubtedly the 
better player on view as she was 
the previous day when she defeat¬ 
ed Reena Achrekar, for the girls' 
under 18 title 

Calcutta s Pratik Chaubey among 
the juniors merits mention The lad 
has more than made his presence 
felt on the summer circuit while 
staking his claims as the best 
18-year-oid in the country 

The Indian Gymkhana Open - 
where he also claimecj the doubles 
- was his fourth successive boy s 
under 18 title, white he also 
claimed the doubles at the CCI 
Open 

SW Correspondent 


THE SPORTING LIFE 



so, 60 /^, yoUR MCFTHSRANO I ARS ANNOUNCING 
rOPAi THAT AFTER SkVBN CONEECUTNE ySARS OF 
FOOTffALL LEAaUEG, SOCCER LEASUES, EASNeTBAU 
LEASUES and baseball LEA6UB5, V^B FIND IT 
NEceSSARy TO RETIRE BECAUSE OF BURNOUT... 


AMMmtiiwKCir ittait 
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NATIONAL KABADDI 


Services, 

Railways 

emerge 

supreme 



Punjab’s Balwinder Singh, the placer of the championship, is trapped by 
the Services in the final 


S ervices dominated the pro¬ 
ceedings to Win the mens 
championship in the 33rd National 
Kabaddi Championship at Dr Ra- 
lendra Prasad Stadium in Margao 
recently when they scored a con¬ 
vincing 74-41 victory over Pun)ab 
in the final. Railways became the 
women s champions beating West 
Bengal 35-16 in the finals 

Services skipper Sukhwinder- 
Singh proved veiy effective in his 
raids and he contributed signifi 
cantly to his side's success. With 
their sound defence. Seivices suc¬ 
ceeded in warding off the attacking 
raids of Punjab's Balwinder Singh 
and this made things easy for them 
Services lead 35-16 at half time 

Punjab could make a good show¬ 
ing only for a brief period soon after 
the interval. Sukhvinder (25) and 
Hardeep (18) scored most of the 
points for Services while Gurmel 
Singh and Khan served them well in 
catching 

The Railway women who led 1 7 
9 at half time had no difficulty in 
overcoming West Bengal to regis¬ 
ter an impressive win Roma Sarkar 
who scored 15 points acquitted 
herself creditably for the victors 
while Monika Nath fared well for 
West Bengal. West Bengal had de¬ 


feated Goa 36-26 to reach the final 

Maharashtra failed to reach the 
finals in both sections, losing to 
Railways 26-28 in the women's se¬ 
mifinals and to Punjab 40 56 in the 
men's semifinals. Services scored 
on overwhelming 71-72 win over 
Railways to reach the men's final 

Mohini Chapekar of Maharashtra 
and Balwinder Singh of Punjab, 
were adjudged the best performers 


in the women's and the men's sec¬ 
tion respectively 

Maharashtra took the third place 
in both the men's and the women's 
section defeating Railways and Goa 
respectively. Goa lost to Maharas¬ 
htra 18-47 to take the fourth place 
and Railways went down to them 
18-23 to finish fourth in the men's 
section 

AJITK.MOYE 



Dayanand Narvenkar, speaker of the Goa Assembly, hands over the men’s and women’s trophies to 
the captains of the Services and Railways teams respectively 
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AKOUND im COUNTRY Slu?esh Mahrtl Cricket 


0 

Sahara edge out SBl 


D espite the presence of several 
Ranjt and Test stars in their 
side, Sahara India, comprising 
Karsan Ghavn, Ghulam Parkar, 
Shishir Hattangadi, Suresh Shastri, 
Kiran Mokashi and Zulfiqar Parkar 
was able to win finals of 35th All 


India Sheesh Mahal Cricket Tour¬ 
nament defeating State Bank of 
India. Delhi by 72 runs 

Nevertheless SBl s Yashpal 
Sharma Kishoro Sharma Ashok 
Malhotra and Sanjeev Chopra had 
done their best to keep their team 
in high spirits Yashpal Sharma was 
also credited to score 111 runs in 
the second innings of the final 
which was the highest score in the 
entire tournament The final was 
played at the K D Singh Babu 
Stadium at Lucknow 

The All India Sheesh Mahal 
Cricket Tournament attracted 16 
selected teams from U P and other 
parts of the country 

Batting first Sahara India made a 
poor start a^ the opening pair of 
Padam Shastri and Shishir Hattan¬ 
gadi were out at 4 and 2 runs 
respectively with the score-board 
reading at 14 for two due to a dead¬ 
ly bowling spell by SBI's Kishore 
Sharma and Yashpal Sharma 

However, Sahara were saved 
from the onslaught as the 3rd and 
4th wicket partnership by Ghulam 
Parkar and A Laghate 

Sahara was in a bad shape when 
nine wickets fell at 158, but the last 
wicket partnership between Suresh 
Sharma and Suresh Shetty, how¬ 


ever, put the side oi^ comparatively 
strong footing as it yielded about 
87 runs and the innings was closed 
at 245 runs for ten wickets 

SBl too had a poor start and were 
all out for a paltry 178 runs 


Why we cannot... from p. 3 7 

ethos oT our people This, I believe 
IS the second reason (first bfeing 
lack of a mass base) for our back¬ 
wardness in sports 

As a nation we do not take our 
sports seriously On the face of it 
we may witness thousands of peo¬ 
ple watching Test matches, etc, but 
that does not mean that sports is 
popular in India As a rich sports 
culture has a lot do with economic 
prosperity, in a poor country like 
ours it cannot flourish 

Under the circumstances all 
sports organisers and enthusiasts, 
practise only competitive games, 
and this develops a kind of ejitism 
in sports that is now so common in 
developing countries where oppor¬ 
tunities for the rest are few and far 
between 

Sports being alien to our think¬ 
ing, we do not participate in it as 
the affluent West does - where it is 
a common sight to see thousands 
of people running and jogging. We 
are, therefore, forced to produce 
elitists like Milkha Singhs and 
Ushas, or to listen to VIPs at sports 
gatherings telling us the virtues of 
sportsi Or parents spanking their 
children for having spend too much 
time on the playgroundl 


Kiran Mokashi and Karsan Ghavn 
put Sahara in a very commanding 
position as they claimed five and 
three wickets respectively 

With a 67-run first innings lead 
over SBl, Sahara failed to put up a 
remarkable show in their second 
innings and were able to pile up 
234 runs m their second innings 

SBl were now in a disadvanta 
geous position as it needed 302 
runs to win 

They took the challenge seriously 
although openers Rajeshwar Pia 
sad and Manoj Gupta were dis 
missed cheaply by swing bowler 
Suresh Shetty for only three runs 
The scoreboard was 1 79 fpr sox 
after Yashpal was dismissed and 
SBl lost dll hopes to win the game 
as It needed 133 runs with four 
wickets in hand to claim the trophy 
However. Zeeshan Mohammad 
tried to prevent the downfall as he 
scoied31 runs, but deadly bowling 
by Padam Shastri and Mokashi 
forced SBl to finish then second 
innings at 231 runs with all wickets 
down 

SANTOSH OUHTA 


Mass sport as a popular means of 
recreation in all age groups, has 
probably never been a part of the 
Indian millieu The in' thing is 
competitive sport - and this has 
been so from time immemorial 
Last year when I was in East 
Germany, a country with only 1 7 
million people involved their Spar 
takiad (bi-ennial sport competition) 
there were 70,000 participants! 

In the quest for international 
success Indian sport planners and 
administrators, have forgotten to 
provide a mass base for sports 
They only want competitions so as 
to catch outstanding athletes who 
they could groom to stardom They 
are only interested in the elite, and 
all I can say is "forgive them for 
they know not what they do' 1 

Their grandiose schemes for 
development of sports, provision of 
coaching facilities and producing 
world beaters in various games, is 
surely an exercise in futility 

In brief the causes for our dismal 
performances in international for¬ 
ums are - 

a) Lack of mass participation in 
sports due to poor facilities for this 
essential human activity in schools 

b) Spoorts IS alien to the Indian 
ethos 



Punjab Sports Council last fortnight honoured leading sports per¬ 
sons from the state for having achieved international fame, thus 
aiding Indian sport. Seen here is India women hockey star Hajblr 
Kaur who receives a cheque of Rs.25,000 from Rajinder Singh, 
secretary. Sports & Rural Development 
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RACING 


By Hailbird 


Gocnka*s 

British 

connection 

S ensational is the word 

which best describes the discio 
sures made in an investigative 
report by Bntain s leading Sunday 
newspaper The Observer that the 
well known Indian racing owner 
and industrialist J P Goenka paid 
jockeys Lester Piggot, the biggest 
name in the game in England, and 
Paul Cook, who is in the top ten 
sums of money for information 
about horses on which he wagered 

The story first broke in a Crown 
Court in London when a secretary 
in Goenka‘s London office Philo 
mena Fernandes, was acquitted of 
the charge of stealing cheques sent 
to Goenka by English bookmakers 
The seriousness of the charge can 
best be illustrated by the fact that 
last year one of Britain s most 
promising jockeys was suspended 
for three years for accepting 
£1,000 from a professional gam 
bier in exchange for information 
about the prospects of a horse he 
was riding 

Goenka first came into racing 
prominence when a colt, who was 
subsequently named Mayappan 
was sold to trainer R R Byramji 
who was bidding on his behalf for 
the highest price ever paid in the 
Bombay auction sales ring That 
was in 1979 Mayappan did not 
amount to much but he did win the 
Indian St Leger in Pune 

Goenka s most successful horse 
in India was Almanac, who won the 
Indian Turf Invitation Cup and the 
Indian Derby He has been especial 
ly successful with Vibrant, who 
won the Bangalore Triple Crown in 
1983, and he has won the Stayer s 
Cup for the last three years in a row 

Goenka's London manager. Arjan 
Brijnath, is r^jxirted to have said 
that there were sporadic payments 
made over the years and the 
amounts ranged between £1,000 
and £2,000 He went on to say that 
he did not know the reason for the 
payments as Miss Fernandes 
would pass on the information 
obtained when he, Brijnath, was 

M 


absent from the office because of 
commitments abroad He added 
that the payments had now 
stopped 

Brijnath revealed that Goenka 
used to invest up to £250 on the 
jockeys acvice which was very 
precise as they would identify a 
likely horse, the race and the time 
of the race He said that it was very 
much a see-saw battle as some of 
the horses won and some did not 

Piggot described the allegations 
that payments were made to him 
by Goenka directly or through his 
wife by either cash or cheque as a 
lot of rubbish 

People talk like this You get it all 
the time, he said Piggot added. 
The only dealing'I have had with 
him (Goenka) was when he had a 
horse with Henry Cecil (by whom 
Piggot was retained) which I used 
to ride According to Mrs Cecil the 
horse was no good 



Paul Cook s wife, on behalf of her 
husband denied, that tips were 
being passed on to Goenka She 
said payments received from Goen 
ka were for her husband s visits to 
India where he rode for Goenka and 
were entered in the books and 
declared to the tax man' 

The truth of the allegations can 
only be established if the Jockey 
Club makes a detailed investiga¬ 
tion but there are some obvious 
discrepancies in the report For 
instance Goenka is known to be a 
biq and fearless punter and it is 
highly unlikely that he would bet 
£250 which to him i$ a piddling 
□mount on a tip for which he has 
paid about £ 1,000 

However, as the saying goes, 
there cannot be smoke without fire 

It should be borne in mincLthat 
the allegations are that the jockeys 
named were 'selling" information 
to Goenka and not offering It volun¬ 
tarily and free of charge There is 
one well known such case which 
bears repetition 

Tommy Burn was a popular and 
successful jockey in India who 
finally landed a retainer with the 
then Duke of Norfolk, who main¬ 
tained a large stable and was a 
steward of the Jockey Club The 


story, which is nearly two decade; 
old, goes that an Indian playbov 
industrialist who was also a bi£ 
time punter was tipped by Burn 
who gained no pecuniary benefit, e 
horse on which the Indian, whe 
was accompanied by the best 
known Indian in English racing 
went around the ring wagering so 
heavily that eventually he had near¬ 
ly £20,000 on the horse 

The horse was slowly away but 
made up ground with devastating 
strides in the homestretch to go 
past the post locked together with 
the front runner in a photo finish 
The Indian punter never blinked an 
eyelid while his host and compa¬ 
nion was sweating profusely even 
in the English weather The photo 
showed tiie horse on which the 
Indian had wagered as the winner 
and he raked in the shekels 

There is an aftermath The noble 
Duke, who came to know of the 
Indian s considerable Gamble, 
called Burn and asked him if he had 
tipped the Indian on the horse 
Burn, pointing out that the Duke 
was not a betting man and was so 
not concerned with the price at 
which his horse ran, admitted that 
he had done so as the Indian was a 
friend of long standing The Duke 
was not amused and Burn was sent 
packing 

. -—- - 

Bombay horses 
are best 

HE reason why it is believed that 
the best horses are in Bombay 
and the least impressive are in 
Calcutta IS to be found in the list of 
the winners of the Bangalore 
Summer Classics, for it is during 
that season that horses from all 
over the country get together and 
compete The Calcutta-based ani¬ 
mals have the least imposing 
record and the latest winner of a 
Bangalore Summer Classic from 
Calcutta did so in 1974 j 

That situation is likely to be 
changed this year Invitation, who 
IS by Everyday ll-Be My Guest, was 
a most impressive winner of a 
Class III race over 1,400 metres 
last week for her third win from four 
starts She is with Dallas Todywal- 
la, who IS best known for the excel¬ 
lent results he obtained last winter 
with the record-breaking Bergamo 
Invitation very much in the fight 
for the Fillies Trial Stakes which will 
be run on June 16 

The horses to follow in Banga¬ 
lore, where the season has not as 
yet gained momentum, are Fast 
Gear, Land of Gold, Gallantry, Sea 
Tiger and Condor 
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T he grand victory by Praveeo 
Thipsay in the National Cham¬ 
pionship at Tenali (AP) was in keep¬ 
ing with his recently earned GM 
norm. 

In the 18'Player tournament 
Thipsay, undefeated, scored 14 
points out of 17, 3’ ’ points ahead 
of the field' The final results and 
ranking (on SR points m case of 
ties) were: 

IM Thipsay (Maha) 14, IM Ravi 
Kumar (TN), Meetei (Manipur), IM 
Vaidya (Maha), Anand (TN 10'i; 
O.V.Prasad (Karn), R.Ravi Sekhar 
(TN), Mithrakanth (TN) 10: Murugan 
(TN), IM Barua (WB), Hegde (Maha) 
8 ' -; Koshy (Bihar) 8, L Ravi (AP) 7 ’ •’ 
M. Suresh (TN) 6, Sahu (Maha) 5’ 
Unni (AP) S'-’; Katdare (Maha) 5, 
Ghate (Maha) 4 

The first 6 will be eligible to partici¬ 
pate in international tournaments 
and will be seeded for the next 
championship. 

Katdare-Thipsay 

1 e4, e5 2 Nf3, Nc6 3.Bb5. a6 
4.Ba4, Nf6 5.00, Be7 6.Qe2, b5 
7.Bb3, 00 8c3, d5 9 d3, Re8 
10 Nbd2, Bf8 11 .Re 1, Na5 12.Bc2, 
c5 13.exdK QxdS 14.Ne4, Nxe4 
15.dxe4, d6 16.b3, Qc7 1 7 b3,c4 
18 b4, Nb7 19,a4, Bd7 20.Be3?, 
a5i 21.axb5. Bxb5 22.bxa5, RxaS 
23. Rxa5, Qxa5 24. Rbl, Nc5 25 
Qd2, Bc6 26.Rb4, Nxe4 27 Bxe4. 


BRIDGff 


I NDIA WENT into the finals of the 
BFAME Championships conced¬ 
ing a 40 I.M.P. carry-over to Pakis¬ 
tan. 

This deal started the works.. 

Q Jl0 6 4 
AQ64 
ml 

A973 
N 

AK932 

W E K9a5 

AK 103 
S ml 

5 

J 1072 
J 

KQJt0542 E/WFmal 


The Open Room bidding, though 
it gave India a-boost was hardly 
worthy of a World Zonal finals: 


E 

s 

w 

N 

(Zia 

ISudhir 

(Masood) 

(Kamal 

Mahmood) 

Ganguly) 


MukharjM) 

IS 

2C 

P 

2S 

3H 

3S 

P 

5C 

Dbl 

P 

P 

Rabdi 

Ail pats 





Ganguly's "2C" over-call and 
later "3S cue-bid were misdescrip- 


Bxe4 28, Rxc4, Rd8 29. Rxe4, Rxd2 
30.Nxd2, Bd6 and 0-1 (79.) 

6 Qe2) Ruy Lopez, Worall attack. 

9.d3) 9exd5, Bg4 I0.dxc6, e4 
11 .d4. exf3 12.gxf3, Bh5 is known 
to give Black attacking chances. 

20.Be 3?) White errs in his judg¬ 
ment about allowing the Queen 
side to be opened up. 20.a5 locking 
up the Queen side was indicated. 



23 Rxa5i') 23Rab1 would have 
given White better fighting 
chances 

25 Qd2?) Better 25.Bxc5, Bxc5 
26Qe1, 

28 Rd8l) The White Queen has 
no good move; if 29.Qe1, Bc2 
threatens. Rdl; if 29.Qc1, Bd3 
30 Rc6, Bb5 wins the exchange. So 
White has to give up the Queen to 
fight a long losing battle. 

This position was reached after 
69 moves: White; Kgl; Rd4 Ng2; 
pf2; Black: Kg5; Qc3; ps-f5, g4. The 
finish was: 70.Ra4, Qcich 71.Kh2, 
Qc2 72Rf4, Qc7 73.Kg3, Qh7' 


tive. He suggested at least some 
high-card strength. That is proba¬ 
bly why Mukherjee found his hair- 
raising "redouble," confident of 
handling any run-out by vulnerable 
opponents. If Masood had run, 
Mukherjee's confidence would 
have shrunk down to sire. How¬ 
ever, all was well that ended well. 

Masood probably thought that 
his partner had ten odd cards in the 



majors and little space for dia¬ 
monds. The villian of the ijiece, of 
course, was Zia. He had a stand-out 
second round cue-bid of "3C", 
focussing attention on both his 
remaining suits instead of only one. 
That "3H" bid of his was fishing 
enterprise unworthy of the master. 

The other room, though less 
bizarre, packed an even heavier 
punch: 


iH li, .Sa[)! 


74.f3, Qh3ch TS.KfZ, Qxg2ch! . 
76.Kxg2. Kxf4 77.Kf2. gxf3 78.Kf1, 
Ke3 7§.Ke1,f4;0-1. 

Sahu-Anand , 

1.d4,.Nf6 2.Nf3, g6 3.g3, Bg7 
4 Bg2, 00 5.c4. c6 6.00, dS 7.Ne5, 
dxc4 8.Na3, Ng4 9.Naxc4, Nxe5 
lO.NxeS. Qb6 11 .Qa4. Be6 12.e37, 
Na6 13.Nd3, Bf5 14.Qa3. Rfd8 
15.Bd2, Qb5 16.Nb4, Nc7 17.Rfc1, 
a5 18.NXC67, bxc6 19.Rxc6, Ne6 
20.Bc3, Ng5 21.g4?l 8e4l 22.Rc5, 
Qb7! 23.Qb3, Bxg2 24.Qxb7, Bxb7, 

25. Rc7, Bd5 26.F4. Ne6!; 0-1 

Grunfeld Defence. Customary is 
7.cxd5, cxd5 8.Ne5. 12.e3) playa¬ 
ble is 12.Be3, Qxb2 13.Rab1. 
18.Nxc67!) 18.Nc2, Qe2 19.Be1 
(19.Bc37, bS) Bxc2 20.Bf1 saves 
the piece, but Black stands better 
with 19...NdS. If 25.Rxg57, e5 

26. dxe5, h6 wins. 27.Rxe77, Bf6 
wins the exchange. 

End Game 

Last week's ending by V. Rude- 
pko (1957): White: Kb6; Bs-d8, g4; 
Ne5; Pb2. Black: Ka4; Bs-bl, el; 
Pc2, Win. I.B.gS, Bf2ch (If 1...c1Q 
2.Bxc1, Kb3 3.Bd1ch, Bc2 4.Be2, 
Bf2ch 5.Ka6, BfS 6 Nc4 Be6 7.Na3, 
Bd4 B.BdIch, Ka2 9.b4. Bb2 
10.Bxb2, Kxb2 II.NbS wins) 
2.Ka6, Bd4 3.Nd3, clQ 4.Nxc1, 
Bxb2 5.Bd7ch, Kb4 6.B«7ch, Kc4 
7 BeBch, Kc3 8.Bf6ch, Kc2 9.b3chl, 
Kxcl lO.BgSmate. 


Byj 

West 

North 

Eaat 

South 


(Munif - 

(Jagey 

(Jao-O' 

Dalai) 

Atauilah) 

Shlvda- 

Alam) 



aani 


P 

5C 

tc 

3C 


6DObl 

ow 

P 



All paaa 


Jan-e-Alam's' 

'3C"bid 

was saner 


than his counter-parts. If playing 
strong or moderate jump over cails 
even 'four clubs' is preferable to 
'two'. 

Jaggy's double of "5C" was by 
system for take-out and Rajesh as 
ever, was thrilled to have an excuse 
to bid his head off. It all worked like 
a charm. The Indians chalked up 
1540 to add to the other room's 
650 - a 20 .I.M.P. swing - the 
largest of the championship and 
the largest of any BFAME to date. 

At the end of the first session 
India, had covered thirty seven of 
the forty outstanding I.M.P's and 
were holding the psycolodcal 
whip. This was our finest hour. This 
was Our moment in the sun. 

After that the old, old voodoo 
once again held sway and India,' 
bruised and battered, was grovell¬ 
ing in the dust. 
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Sandeep Jam 

A-7 Green Peak Extn 
New Delhi 

Cricket, music, reading, ex 
change of gifts 

Amtt K Dayali -18 

Old Junction Road 
Near Water Tank 
Surendranagar 
Cricket, stamps, coins 

Sudeep Gupta - 20 

27 Vivekananda Road 
Calcutta-700 007 
Photography, sports, music, & 
dancing 

Rajiv Ahu|a 

C/o Pawan Rolling Shutters 
178 M G Road 
Calcutta - 700 007 
Sports, gifts, philately 

R Radhakrishnan-t2 
12 Kairali B, 

Sreenagar Estate, Goregaon (W) 
Bombay - 400 062 
Cricket stamps reading cy 
cling, acting 

Hareshkumar Pandya-21 

Bharti 

7 Laxmiwadi 
Rajkot - 360 002 
Gujarat 
Penpals 

Miss. Sonali Gupta -14 
P O Box 102 
Shillong-793 001 
Philately cricket & movies 

Sumeet 

Post Box No 2971 
GPO 

Calcutta - 700 001 
Cricket, music photography 

Sudhir Kumar Sharma - 24 

C/o Col V S Sharma 
Vikas Nagar 
Oehradun - 248198 
Cricket riding swimming, hunt 
ing, disco flying 

K M Parvez-22 
Deiratex 


1 With what sport is the Lance 
Todd Trophy associated and 
for what is it given? 

2 Only one player has won the 
above trophy twice Who is he^ 

3 What IS the width of the Enq 
lish Channel and who was the 
first man to swim it? 

4 Was synchoronized swimming 
a part of the first World Swim 
ming Championship held in 
1973? 

5 How many times has England 
won the Swathlino Cup for TT 
in the men s section? 

6 Billie Jean King has collected 


PO Box 863 
Dubai (UAE) 

Penpals, dancing, singing, read¬ 
ing, painting, photography 

Suresh H-26 
P B No 6454 
Ruwi, Muscat 
Driving, Sports 

Ms Annamma Thomas r 22 
P B. No. 6454 
Ruwi. Muscat 

Penpals, writing, video, sports, 
friendship 

K Ahammed Koya-25 
P B No 169 
Muscat 
Penpals 

Ms Jasmine-17 
P B No 6454 
Ruwi 
Muscat 

Philately, cinemo swimming, 
tennis 

SS.MENON-20 

RB/ll/982/10 
Kolsawadi 
Kalyan 
Thane Dist 

Penpals, reading, cycling, crick¬ 
et 

CK Usman Kutty-30 
PB No 7561 
Muttrah 
Muscat 

Penpals, cooking, svyimming, 
cycling 

Manish Ourda 
Mutukar Road 
Apasra Street 
Upleta 360 490 
Rajkot 

Cricket, cycling 

Manish R Thakar -16 

6 Patel colony 
Sandtp 

Jamnagar-361 008 
Philately, cricket, view cards 
penpals 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


20 Wimbledon titles What is 
the bleak up Of these titles? 

7 Who was the youngest player 
to have won the Wimbledon? 

8 Who won the gold for hockey 
in the 1960 Olympic Games? 

9 What was the venue of the th¬ 
ird Test of the very first Test 
series against England in India? 

10 Who was the first English 


Ashish Kumar Dhar 

S/o Maj K K Dhar 
37/S/4 Young Road 
Opp Cambrain Hall 
Dehradun Cantt (U P) 248003 
Football, riding & penpals 
Yasin U Momin -18 
Opp Shrayas Cinerrja 
Near RIy Station •> 

Nadiad-387001 (GUJ) 

Cncket, music, painting 

Sahit Momin -18 

Opp Shreyas Cinema 
Outside Tundel Nala 
Nadiad-387001 
Cricket, reading, swimming 

Aakash Kathane -15 

0 No 20A 
Street 6 
Sector I 

Bhilai (M P) 490001 
Cricket, fast driving, basket-ball 
Mr Raees Ahmad 26. 

Virani Shoes 
165 M Azad Road 
Bombay-S 

Reading Movies Gazal 

Vrajlai Patel-27 

Inspector of Ex & Customs 
Bldg 49, Flat No 1950 
Sector 7 
Antop Hill 
Bombay-37 

Reading, social service books 
on religion 
D Bhattachatya 
B3/26 
Gasta Colony 
Paschim Vihar 
New Delhi-110 063 
Reading, music penpals, stamps 

Sheikh Kaiser-27 

46/8 Shamsuihuda Road 
Flat No 1,1 St floor 
Calcutta-700 017 
Reading, travelling, music pen¬ 
pals ^ 

Amandeep S Khurana -19 

10 Vivek Building 
Naupada 
Thane -400602 
Travel, music, dancing 


cricketer to make his debut at 
Eden Gardens? 

11 Who was the Australian cap¬ 
tain when they came to India in 
1969? 

ANSWERS 

1 Rugby Union, Man of the 
Match 2 Gerry Helme, Warrington, 
1950 ancf 1954 3 33 9 km, Capt 
Matthew Webb, Great Britain 4 
Yes 5 Once, 1953 6 singles 10 
doubles. 4 mixed doubles 7 Lottie 
Dod, Great Britain 15 yrs 285 days 
8 Pakistan 9 Chepauk, Madras 
1933 34 10 W H V Levett 

1933-34 11 BillLawry 


SB 
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ACROSS 

2 She helped complete the pic¬ 
ture of Gavaskar and Viswanath 
as the prose and poetry of crick 
et(6) 

5 Thing that determines whether 


the bowler has the batsman 
fishing for the ball? (4) 

6 The nearest thing to Ibw in ten¬ 
nis? (4 5) 

9 Score suggesting that romantic 
life begins at Rajiv's age? (5-4) 

1 2 The way crowds are staying 
away how cheap Test tickets 
may become in the regime of 
Mr Clean (4) 

13 Slasher May surrounding a 
Nayudu(6) 

DOWN 

1 Diessing gown portraying 
Hughes on ball (6) 

2 It reminds you of Cowdrey, and 

Canterburjr (4)‘» • . • " 

3 Long liye Richards' (4) 

4 Ndik Pai and Wadekar in the 
Bombay team (4) 

/ If It s the boy s pedigree you 
want Mark is by Mike out of 
(3) 

8 What Chris Fvert and Jimmy 
Connors once were over in Lon 
don Scottish (6) 

9 It s his that determines the 


Last week's solution 



content of a Patil innings (4) 

10 It was his clockwork like ap¬ 
proach that made Ken Barring¬ 
ton - (4) 

11 Is It sacrilege to expect a - to 
play at Lord's? (4) 


Q. What is the Test record of 
Mohinder Amarnath and Kim 
Hughes? 

-Ravi Kumar CS, 
New Ksndia, Kutch 

A M Amarnath has played 49 
Tests, 83 innings, 7 times not out, 
3241 runs, 120 as highest, 8 cen¬ 
turies, at a>< average of 42 64 He 
las also taken 29 wkts, at an aver¬ 
age of 56 17 

Kim Hughes has played 70 Test, 
124 innings, 6 times not out, 4415 
uns, 213 as highest, 9 centuries, at 
m average of 37 41 

Who is the better opening pair 
for one-day limited overs cricket 
of the following - Srikkanth and 
Shastri (India), Greenidge and 
Haynes (West Indies), and M. 
Khan and M. Nazar (Rakistan)? 

-Murli Kumar Manon, 
Bhilai, M.P. 

A Gordon Greenidge and Des¬ 
mond Haynes of the West Indies is 
the best opening pair in one-day 
cncket at present. They are capable 
of taking full advantage of the first 
1S overs in which only four fielders, 
excluding bowlers and wk, are field¬ 
ing in the circle. 

CL What is the width of a crick¬ 
et pitch? What is tha length of a 
bat and what is the distance of a 
boundry from the wickets? 

-Kuijeet Singh Reehal, 
RuHcaKslan.141301. 

A. According to Law 7, the pitch 
shall measure 5ft in width on both 



sides of a line joining the centie of 
the middle stumps of the wickets 


According to Law 6, the bat, 
overall, shall not exceed mot a than 
38 inches in length 

The distance between the wick¬ 
ets and the boundary shall rot be 
less than 75 yards 

Q. What is the use of the sight- 
screen in cricket? 

-Zia Shiekh, 
Calcutta. 

A The batsman can see the ball 
very clearly after it leaves the 
bowler's hand because of the sight- 
screen If there were no side- 
screens, the batsmen would have 
lost sight of the ball in the back¬ 
ground of the sjoeclators sitln ig op¬ 
posite 

Q. How many centuries did Ra- 
makant Desai, score and where 
did he played his first Test in¬ 
nings? 

-Manubhai Patel. 

Bular, Qujrat. 

A Hamakant Oosai has not 
scored a century ui Test cricket He 
mads his Test debut against the 
West Indies in the fifth Test at Delhi 
in 1959 

Q. Who was tha top scorer in 


tha 1983 World Cup final? How 
many runs did Viv Richards and 
Srikkanth score in that match? 

-Suresh Hands, 
Chembur. Bombay. 

A K Snkkanth was the top scorer 
of that match with 38 runs Viv Ri¬ 
chards scored 33 runs for the West 
Indies 

Q. What was Madan Lai's per¬ 
formance in the third Test, 
against the West Indies at Cal¬ 
cutta in tha 1974-76 series? 

-Jaydeep Chopra, 
Mahim, Bombay. 

A Madan Lai scored 48 in the 
first innings and 15 in the Second. 
He took four wickets for 22 runs in 
the first innings and one for 23 in 
the second 

Q. What is the birth date of Sa- 
diq Mohammad of Pakistan? 

-Mansoor Qamal, 
Hyderbad. 

A May 3,1945 

Q. What is the Test record of 
Tony Oreig of England and S.E. 
Gregory of Australia? 

-Vaishnav Bhargava, 
Nagpur. 

A Greig has played 58 Tests, 93 
innings, 4^times not out, 3599 luns, 
148 as highest 8 centuries, at an 
average of40 43 

Gregory has played 58 Tests, 

100 innings, 7 times not out 2282 
runs, 201 as highest 4 centunes, at 
an average of 24 53 
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Lillee: entertaininf 
and exciting \ 

D [^MMI<; I II I FP hn>< hcLn 

not to pull back a heavy one 
whether the man steadying the wil 
low ir front of him was his friend or 
foe 

Fvon after his retirement his 
book Over and Out serialised by 
vou makes merry giving brief 
f dustic sometimes praiseworthy 
i( ( oiints of himself his teammates 
and the Australian Board 

It makes reading his effort so 
mu( h nicer and entertaining Den 
ms IS not the man to put his i ticket 
ing life into one r hrorioloqical ac 
c ount making the reader stifle a 
yawn 

I Its has been an exc iting life right 
fiom the time he took to c rit ket and 
hr has garnished the book with th 
f se ex( iting moments 

fhnnk you SPORTSWfcEK for 
bunging to us a bright feature in 
youi maga/ine 

Hyginus D Sa 
(Dadar Bombay 28) 

Touching extract 

T HF extract on Rod Marsh from 
Lillee s Over and outi was very 
tout hiny It was very interesting to 
note a person of Lillee s stature go 
sentimental over his pal s achieve 
ments on and off the field 

According to Dennis if there is 
only ONE Rod Marsh then it goes 
without saying that there will 
NEVER be another Lillee again 

-Arta Mishra 
Cuttack 

How low can 
they get? 

/ii OW LOW con they get? is an 
II rpt heading for those four 
eye opening pictures published by 
' ou of the boorish Jagatjit Cotton 
fr'xtiles Mills players clearly as 
•-aulting the linesman (SW May 22) 
in thf rcrently concluded Federa 
tion Cup soccer tournament 

And they have the audacity to 
(ompidin that the refereeing has 
not tjeen done in good form JCT 
have always believed that strength 
overcome biains and they manage 
to act boorish not knowing that 
with a little understanding everyth 
ing I ould and can go well 

One hopes that the players seen 
in the photographs get thrown out 
of their careers because football 
does not need people who raise th 
eir hands on haples'' linesmen and 



offit lating lefcrees people who are 
only doing thr ir fobs 

Nagesh Ramaiya 
(Bangalore) 



M Rayon being a<iMiulted bv a 
JCT player 

Meaningless 

T he Federation Cu[ Soccer tour 
namenf has been instituted to 
decide the champion club of India 
in which winners and runners up of 
the State League championships 
take part with other prominent 
teams 

1 he inter state and inter c lub 
transfer of players take place on or 
before 15th April throughout the 
country If the Federation Cup r not 
completed before March 31 as 
was the ca^e this year the tourna 
ment becomes meaningless Most 
clubs lose the t>layers who have 
assisted them the previous year 
the new teams take time to settle 
down and results in an overall drop 
in standard of soccei 

To make the tournament more 
competitive the Railways and Ser 
vices teams should be included 
rather than including two local 
teams Tins is done for the basket 
ball and volleyball Federation Cup 
tournament. and there is no leason 
why It cannor be intioduced for 
soccer too 

-P K Vijay, 

^_ Bangalore 

Hughes the rebel 

I T was very sad to hear of Kim 
Hughes involvement in the pto- 


^ med [ebel tour to South Africa by 
Au uralian cricketers Ultimate¬ 
ly. a opposed traditionalist has 
fallen prey to the lure of the Kruger- 
- a i n f—' 

Hughes involvement is all the 
more depressing since he had all 
along been supported by the Autra- 
lian Board and spectators Of 
course, in todays world nothing 
can be shocking 

-A.S. Gupte, 
Bombay-61 

Mama’s error _ 

W ITH reference to the statistics 
published on page 28 of 
Sportsweek (May 16-21), BB 
Mama has written that India played 
19 one day internationals during 
♦he 1 984 85 season In fact, India 
pleyed 21 such matches The two 
extra matches were played at 
Sharjah in the Asia Cup against Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan 

-K S Shurpali, 
Hidkal Dam 

Usha outstanding 

P T Usha s performances in the 
National athletics at Trivandrum 
were heartening She has proved 
over the last 12 months that she is 
the outstanding athlete in the 
country and India s onlv real hope 
for a medal in the Asian Games at 
Seoul next year 

The central government should 
wake up and recognise her talent 
The next 12 months are crucial for 
Usha if she is to do well in the 
Asiad She should be afforded all 
the monetary and coaching assis 
tance she requires Sustained inter 



national exposure and competition 
in the forthcoming months will 
enable her to acquire the confi¬ 
dence and experience which are so 
essential for a champion It is time 
we started caring for our athletes 

-P.K. VIjaykumar, 
Cochin. 
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clean gives you that healthy 
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All leading bookshops 

In case of difficulty, please contact 

TKj4fLCL c Cj 

3831 Pataudi House Road, 
Daryagani New Delht-110 002, 
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INQUILAB’ 

For the past 4> years 
INQUll AB has been a 
must with an tvet expand 
I’lq readership a c ompan 
ion a friend a mentor 


Today INQUILAB is more 
than a mere daily, it is a 
tradition A tiadition for 
integrity a tradition for 
secularism a tradition that 
lb as topical as tomorrow s 
Headlines Blending hard 
facts in a soft language, 
driving home a point to a 
readership that cuts 
through ethnic barriers 


The largest selling Urdu daily! 

THE INQUILABi 
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Ashes to Ashes... 


Phil Wilkins welcomes the return of the remarkable Jeff Thomson, now on his 
third major tour of England 


T he last clippings 
in the Jeff 

Thomson file of 
March 1985 read 
like affectionate 
obituaries So 

long Thommo and Old Champs 

Last Hurrah and Farewell 

Thommo 

Well the old champion is back 
and he is certainly a long long way 
from the grave Jeff Thomson had 
to do some unexpected shopping 
for new equipment when he re 
ceived the SOS from the Australian 
Cricket Board following the disclo¬ 
sure that former Test pacemen 
Terry Aldefman Rod McCurdy Carl 
Rackemann and John Maguire had 
fallen prey to the temptations of the 
South African Krugerrand 

The 34-year-old veteran of 49 
Tests and 197 Test wickets gave 
away his gear following the heart¬ 
breaking, gut-wrenching Sheffield 
Shield final in which New South 
Wales beat Thomson s Queensland 
team by one wicket at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground a result which 
deprived Queensland of their Shield 
triumph since they entered the 
competition in 1927-28 


After that remarkable most 
memorable of days, Jeff Thomson 
felt like burning his boots He gave 
away his cricketing gear but he 
would not commit himself to a 
definite decision on retirement 
Almost all took it for granted that it 
was the end Only a few close to the 
man doubted it 

I m gonna think about it over the 
winter he growled, probably of 
fended by the implication that he 
was a spent force 

Many people said it, but Thom 
son would not accept that he was 
finished After all, only a few weeks 
before in December he had taken a 
first class hat-trick against Wes 
tern Australia only the second time 
It had happened in first class crick 
et at the Brisbane Cricket Ground 

In 1983-84 Thomson was easily 
the leading wicket taker of the 
Sheffield Shield season with 47 
wickets at 2661 and he was not 
required for Test cricket Again last 
season he took 38 first class wick 
ets at just under 30 and still he was 
ignored 

When he took the hat mck at the 
Gabba Thommo announced with 
wry grin he was available for 
Australia s fourth Tost against the 




However lethal he was with a 
ball In his grasp Thomson 
was always a man devoid of 
temperament oi malice 

West Indies The selectors ignored » 
the hint 

At the start of last summer 
Thomson was included in a 
17-man squad under contract to 
the Australian Cricket Board This is 
the contract which will be at the 
centre of the legal battle tetween 
the ACB and the South African 
Cricket Union and their man in Aus¬ 
tralia Bruce Francis 

The call to arms never came He 
was ignored for the short tour of 
India, then for the Tests against the 
West Indies and finally, not surpris¬ 
ingly for the limited over interna¬ 
tionals of the Benson and Hedges 
World Senes Cup and the World 
Championship 

Save for the cash, omission from 
the limited-over team would not 
have disturbed Thomson Its a 
Mickey Mouse game' according to 
the fast bowler 

I thought I might have been in ^ 
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Jeff Thomson through all his difficulties he remained the smiling, good 
natured scamp and marvellous team man 

a 










That there's mv honu pit<h luil pnw don’t qo knoikinq our heads off," 
Phil I dmonds si (nis to b< savmq to !hoinson as he introduces him to th< 
I ord Si III ki t qioiiiiil 


With a chance at the start of the 
season but when ttiey pu kod the 
younger blokes I though* that was 
It he remarked 

But with Australia s second eche 
Ion of pace bowlers removed at one 
fell swoop the Australian selectors 
turned to Thomson yet again He 
may not be the demon of bygone 
days but in short bursts there are 
few fast bowlers in the world 
quicker or more capable of deliver 
ing the unplayable ball 

Thomson returned to England for 
a record equalling fifth time (his 
third maior tour) Only Rodney 
Marsh has been on as many tours 
But he goes witl' the knowledge 
that England has not ber n his 
happiest hunting ground 

He c ame into the Australian side 
agains^ Pakistan after just a handful 
of first class mati hes for his origin 
al state side NSW played with a 
badly broken bone in his foot and 
was not beared of again until the 
1974 75 tour by England That 
was the start of the legend 

Mike Brearley said of Thomson 
Broken marriages conflicts of 
loyalty the problems of everyday 
life fall away as one faces up to Jeff 
Thomson Clive Lloyd said 
Thommos the fastest The only 
way to play him is to get down the 
other end real quick 

In England in 1975 he played in 
the four Tests for 16 wickets in 
19 7 7 his haul was 2 3 wickets from 
five Tests, he was bitterly disap 
pointed to be bypassed for the Cen¬ 
tenary Test at Lord's in 1980 al 
though a member of the touring 
side, and he was virtually discared 
from international cricket after 
wayward performances in the 


1983 World Cup 

1 hommo s been there done that, 
off the field and on it His early 
rareei was marked by stories of his 
bloodthirsty nature - he is now a 
raring affectionate father and assi 
dupus hothouse gardener - of 
dates with beauties of the world of 
terrifyingly fast attacks on bats 
men of a then fabulously wealthy 
contract worth $630 000 to join a 
Oueensland radio station for 10 
years abandoned after two years of 
shoulder injuries sustained when 
he injured himself playing tennis at 
Yalurnba on a rest day of a Test in 


Adlaide and in calliding with team¬ 
mate Alan Turner, Adelaide, of his 
bankruptcy when his sports stores 
failed, and his contractual difficul 
ties when he joined World Senes 
Cricket 

But through it all, Thommo re 
mained the smiling, good natured 
scamp and marvellous team man 
However lethal he was with a crick 
et ball in his grasp, he remained a 
man devoid of temperament or ma 
lice 

He led Queensland so welt in the 
absence of Allan Border on Test 
duty that his state selectors were 
tempted to allow him to retain the 
leadership of the side at the start of 
the 1984-85 season Their hands 
were forced by the emergence of 
Border as a leading contender for 
the Test captaincy with Kim 
Hughe's repeated failures 

While every Ashes battle is 
played between Australia and Eng 
land, the cartoonists lines will 
always be remembered from the 
mid-70 s Ashes to Ashes, dust to 
dust, if Lillee don t get you 
Thommo must • 

One foot in the grave for Jeff 
Thomson? England s finest will be 
able to testify to that one way or 
another during the season The only 
cremation Thommo is interested in 
at the moment concerns the Eng 
lish batsmen who will face the 
flames in the six Test senes 

Ashes to Ashes dust to dust if 
Lawson don t get you 


By a^»n9«fn«m with The Cricketer International 



SfX}BTSWE€K June 12 18 1985 


9 



Dramatic 
victory for 

Attstraiia 


By Pat Gibson 


I AN BOTHAM 
I wdb Still tread¬ 
ing the tightrope 
between hero and 
villain on his return 
to international uri- 

He was all set to become the 
hero of an England victory in the 
first of the three Texaco Trophy 
one dav matches at Old Trafford 

But he was being labelled as the 
villain of the piece after Australia 
had snatched a dramatic three 
wicket victory with just five balls to 
spare 

The two faces of Botham now 
sporting the golden locks that 
matt h the worldwide reputation 
werr there for everyone in the 
( apar ily 21 000 crowd to see on a 
glorious sunlit day that made a per 
fee t start to the Ashes summer 

He batted with the utmost re 
sponsibility in keeping with his pro 
motion to the prirpe position of 
number five to repair a calamitous 
stai t to the England innings 

But then just as he was launch 
ing the kind of assault that would 
have put the match oat of Austra 
lia s reach he got himself out 
attempting to play a reverse sweep 



against the diff spin of Greg Mat 
thews 

As Bob Willis his former captain 
turned TV expert said Thats Ian 
He can hit good balls for six or get 
out playing an atrocious stroke like 
that - and you have to accept it 

I agree but it was still a shame 
ttiat such an imposing return after 
his winters rest should end like 
that - even though he still won the 
£350 man-of-the the match award 
from adjudicator Brian Statham 

For with Botham s departure 
England lost their last six-wickets 
for 59 runs to leave Australia a tar 
get of 220 which was always go 
mg to take a lot of defending 

England did their professional 
best and when Australia s mspira 
tional captain Allan Border was fifth 
out with 64 «till needed off 11 
overs It looked as though they 
would do It 

But they had reckoned without 
Matthews, the 25-year old from 
New South Wales with the punk 
hairstyle and gold ear stud who 
spends his idle moments in the field 
practising disco dancing 

He had punched the air with glee 
when he bowled Botham - and now 
he thumped 29 precious runs in 
eluding a mid wicket boundary off 
the first ball of the last over from 


Scoreboard 


ENGLAND 

0 Gooch c 0 Donrteil b Huildod 
G Ftower c Phtibps b McDermott 10 
0 Gowet b Lawson 3 
A J Lamt r PhtliipK b L twson 0 
I TSothdfTi t) Mdtthf<vvb 72 
MGdttngno 31 
P Willey b Holland 12 
P R Dowton I. M Htthews t \ awi>on 11 
P Edmonds c Bordet b Lawson 0 
P AMott b McDermott 2 
N Cowank c. and b McDermott 1 
Extras 20 

TotaMSA oversl219 

BOWLING Lawson 10 1 25 4 McDermott 
11 0 46 3 0 Donnell 11 0 44 0 G Matthews 11 1 
46 1 BHotlartdII 2 49 2 


AUSTRAUA 

G M Wood c Oowttlon b Cowans 8 
K C Weasels c Botham b Willey 39 
D M Welham c and b Edmonds 12 
A R Border c Botham b Gooch 59 
0 C Boon c Botham b Gooch 12 
W 8 Phillips c Gattir^g b Cowans 28 
S P O Donnell b Botham 1 
G R J Matthews not out 29 
Q F Lawson not out 14 
£xtras(b2tb12 w4nB 
Total (seven WK kett$4v1 overs) 220 

DIO NOT Ba R G Holland C McDermortt 
BOWLING Cowans 101 1 44 2 Botham 
11 2 41 1 Edmonds 11 2 33 1 Allott t 0>47 1 
Willey9 1 31 1 Gooeh2 0 1) 1 j 



Ian Botham., all set to become 
the hero, he was later labelled os 
the vlllian 


Norman Cowans to see Australia 
home 

Matthews partner in the crucial 
unbroken eighth-wicket stand of 
34 in five overs was the conbative 
Geoff Lawson - and with due re 
spect to Messrs Botham and Sta¬ 
tham would have been my choice 
as man of-the match 

It was Lawson who undermined 
England after poor Graeme Fowler 
preferred on his home ground to in¬ 
form opener Tim Robinson, had 
continued his run of low scores by 
quickly falling to Craig McDermott 

In his fifth over Lawson bowled 
the increasingly anxious England 
captain David Gower as he played 
inside d slower delivery and then 
produced a beauty that lifted and 
left Allan Lamb to have him caught 
behind first ball 

.England had every reason to be ' 
thankful for the return of Botham 
and Giaham Gooch who batted just 
as responsibly in a fourtlvwicket 
partnership of 116 in 28 overs 

Gooch made 57 off 123 balls 
with five fours on his return to the 
England side before sweeping care 
lessiy at leg-spinner Bob Holland 
and top-edgind a catch to back¬ 
ward square leg 

It hardly seemed a crippling blow 
since Botham, who had already 
struck Matthews for six, was cut¬ 
ting loose with a six off Holland to 
reach his 50 and three more sixes 
to come as he moved threateningly 
to 72 off only 82 balls 

But then came that dreadful 
reverse sweep - played, perhaps as 
a response to seeing Mike Getting 
do It in the previous over - and it 
was as much as Getting could do to I 
lift England to 219 
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Botham shot 
outlawed 

By Pat Gibson 


I AN BOTHAM Ins boon tolrl to t ut 
out that infamous ri'veise -jwcei) 
which arrjuablv lost fcnc)l ind tfii. 
first One Day International aqainst 
Australia 

The play It jtraicjht order i ame 
from chairman of selrtt is Ptte' 
May on the evi of the sr t ond of the 
tl ree Texaio trophy n itches at 
F-dqbaston 

Knowiiuj Both iin who lia^ al 
wiys been a law unto himself I 

Action man 
blasts back 

By Jim Laker 

N o ONt tried harder than Ian 
Botham to beat the Australians 
and that w<ts the best news of the 
day for Enqland 

Botham seemed involved in the 
'Ction Mrtually tfirouqhout the 
whol o1 his letiiin to intf rnational 

I IK ki 1 

Wtir n hi rtin in to bowl hr did it 
will! more deti i minatK'n than wi 
saw ill la t jummei ht looked fit 
tci ind to fje t njoyinq it more 

He also took two catctii s r ladi 
some very important stops and 
was Enqland •. top si orer with /J 
ifter qoi iq in at 3 Stic ky time 

He tonfiimcd to me that hi is i 
better player when he plays hirnsr If 
in rather than immediately 
launches into his vast array of 
shots 

It was also very leassunnq to scc 
Graham Gooch it the head of tnq 
land s battincj 

He was no doubt nervous after all 
that s been said and written about 
his return and was never at his 
most (lunishinq 

But ho did well m the fai e of i 
particularly good spell from Geoff 
Lawson and some (lacey efforts 
from Craiq McDermott 

From the Australian point of 
view their last over victory proves 
if nothing eUe that it s going to br 
a very dose exciting sene^ of bat 
ties this summer 


have no doubt that he will go on 
playing the game according to the 
natural instincts that have made 
him the all rounder he is 

But the reverse sweep did cost 
film his wicket atOldTrafford when 
fir had made a superb 72 and was 
on course for a i entury that would 
have put tlie game out of Austra 
lia o If a< li 

Anri knowing May as well I am 
equally sure that if Botham gets out 
in similat circumstances again it 
will cost film his England place 
whatever the (iublic outcry 

Mike Gattinq who employed the 
backhand rather more effectively at 


Manchester has also been told by 
May that he does not want to sec 
such unorthodox play again 

May himself one of the most 
technically correct of all Enqland 
batsmen said I have thumbed 
through the MCC coaching manual 
and have not found the reversi 
sweep in it 

Ian says it has been very sucess 
ful for him but I have told him that I 
was far from happy with it 

I told him that he was a great 
player and great players don t play 
that stroke I never saw Weekes 
Worrell or Walcott or Bradman 
come to that play it And I just can l 
see It as a safe shot 

Botham and Gatting would pro 
bably argue that those great names 
from the past did not nave to im 
proviso as much as they do today 
But they have been warneif 

Botham meanwhile did not prac 
tice after dislocating the little finger 
of his left hand in the field at 6ld 
T rafford 



Botham’s infamous sweep he claims It is very successful for him though it 
cost him his wicket at OldTrafford 
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England^ 

fall to I 
Border I 
bother I 

By Denis Compton 



M an-of-the- 

MATCH Allan 
Border, the tn-form 
Aussie skipper 
steered his team 
to a four- 

wicket triumph in stark contrast to 
vet another dismal display from his 
England counterpart David Gowter. 

Border's masterly 85 not out 
paved the way for the Aussies' un¬ 
beatable 2-0 lead in the One Day 
Texaco International series at Edg- 
baston 

Border, the great improviser 
came to the rescue of the visitors 
after a shaky start losing Graeme 
Wood and Dirk Wellham cheaply 
In the company of opener Kepler 
Wessels who made a useful 57, 
Border brought order into the 
Aussie ranks 

Despite losing partners. Border 
kept one end going. In young Si¬ 
mon O'Donnell, Border found an 
able ally O'Donnell, the 21 -year-oid 
all-rounder, exhibited the tempera¬ 
ment of a veteran in supporting 
Border His 28 took Australia to 
within 10 runs of victory 


A magnificent century from Gra¬ 
ham Gooch, his highest score in a 
one-day international, must not be 
allowed to camouflage the batting 
flop by Gower. Sadly, Gower's form 
has become an embarrassment to 
the England selectors. 

All the great players, past and 
present, have had their bad times, 
but I cannot remember anyone con¬ 
tinuing in a trough of dismal form 
for such a long period. 


And if he cannot do better; then 
he must get the selectors off the 
hook by offering to relinquish the 
captaincy he has been offered for 
the first two Cornhill Test matches. 

After scoring only three runs 
against the Australians at Old Traf- 
ford he lasted just seven balls at 
Birmingham and looked like getting 
out to every one of them 

Eventually, his personal agony 
ended when he was dismissed by 
the worst delivery of ail 

A short, wild delivery wide of the 
off stump from Simon O'Donnell 
saw Gower flash with his arms fully 
extended and edge a catch to the 
wicketkeeper 

It was an apalling shot...,a Shot 
of desperation and the worst I 
have seen him play even in his 
bad times. 

But I think he is being cruel to 
himself batflng at No. 3. He has 
so much flair and it is more 
important that he gets runs for 
England than captains the side. 

In contrast to the unhappy 
Gower, Essex ace Gooch played 
an innings of superb quality. He 
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SCOREBOARD 


AUSTRALIA 

K C Wstsals c and b Wtilay 57 
G M Wood Ibw b CowarU B 
0 M Walham Ibw b Botham 7 
Afl Bolder not out 8B 
OC Boon b Alton 13 
W B Phillips c Galtinp b Cowans 14 
S P O'Donnall b Botham 28 
Q R.J Msithaws not out B 
Estrsa(lb-l3w-2nb-l|1e 
Total (t« wickats, 54 ovarsi 233 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-10 2-19 3-116 4-137 
5-157 6-222 

DID NOT BAT G F Lawaon, CJ McDaimotL 3 R. 
Thomsobn 

BOWLING Botham 10-2-38-2. Cowans 
11-2-42-2. Alton 10-1-40-1. Wlllay 1M-38-1. 
Edmdbds 10-0-48-0, Gooch 2-0-14-0 


ENQtANO. 

G A Gooch b McOarmott 115 

R T Ftobinaon c and b O'Donnall 26 

01 GowarcPhillipabO'DomMlIO 

AJ Lamb b Thomson 25 

IT Botham c Walham b Lawson 29 

M W. Gatling c Lawson b McOatmon 6 

P WItlsy c Phillips b Lawson 0 

P R Downton not out 16 

P R Edmonds not out 6 

Extras (lb-2, w-2. nb-4| 8 

Total laavan wIckatA 55 ovais) 231. 

FaH of wichatt; 1 -83. 2-88.3-134.4-193.5-206, 
6-208.7-216 

Did not bat. P J W. Allott N.G. Cowana. 

BOWLING- Lawton 11-0-53-2, MoOarmon 
11-0-58-2, O'Donnall 11-2-32-2. Thomaon 
11-0-47-1. Matihawt 10-0-38-0. Boittar T-O-S-Q. 
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emphasis how much England 
have missed him over the last 
three years. 

He made 115 in 218 minutes 
off 159 balls, hitting nine fours 
and a six. 

His previous best score in 38 
One-Day Internationals was 
108. 

Gooch set the pattern for his 
magnificent innings when he 
struck Geoff Lawson's second 
ball of the - day through the 
covers for four. 

VVith Tim Robinson preferred 
to Lancashire's Graeme Fowler, 
Gooch figured in an opening 
partnership of 63 at a rate of 
more than four an over. 

Understanding 

^ Robinson is a marvellous run¬ 
ner between the wickets, so im¬ 
portant m one-day matches, and 
he struck up an immediate un¬ 
derstanding with Gooch. 

What England needed after 
lunch was an hour of Gooch and 
Lamb but, unfortunately, Jeff 
Thomson bowled Lamb in his 
second over after the resump¬ 
tion 

They had added Ss byt now 
the situation was perfect for the 
spectacular from Ian Botham, 
cheered all the way to the wicket 
by an expectant, packed crowd 
basking in the sunshine 

Even Gooch, though he conti¬ 
nued on his serene way to his 
century, was finding it difficult to 
pierce the field He had only two 
boundaries in his second 50 but 
. he reached the three-figure mark 
^out of 183 and promptly cele- 
' brated with a marvellous 6 over 
mid-off. 

To the crowd's disappoint¬ 
ment, Botham went in the next 
over, splendidly caught at short 
mid-wicket by David Wellham, 
for 29. 

But that meant that Gatting, a 
man in such good form, came in 
with only five overs left and had 
to let loose from the word go. 

He holed out to Lawson at long 
leg, trying to hook McDermott 
for SIX but there can be no criti¬ 
cism of either Gatting or Peter 
Willey who went almost imme¬ 
diately. They had to look for 
runs. 

Gooch's wonderful innings 
ended in the 54th over but Eng¬ 
land finished with a flourish - .11 
runs off the last over, from 
Thomson. That gave them a 
,«otal of 231 for seven fronj their 
55 overs. 
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Graham Gooch...placed an Innlnga of superb qualify 


The game is outgrowing the 
umpires and that bothers me. I am 
an easy scapegoat for bad officials 
but I will be out of the sport in five 
years and people won't have to 
worry about me then. I won't hive 
to worry either - but people who 
care about the game might have to. 

-John McEnroe, during the. 
World Team Cup in Dusseldorf. 

I gave up worrying what people 
thought about me years and years 
ago. My job is to play ,tennis and 
give people what they want to see 
on a tennis court. About four or five 
years ago I hit a bad patch and I 



Jlwitny Connors 


certainly found out who my friends 
are. It was the best education of my 
lifetime. 

-Jimmy Connors, on being, 
written off so often. 

It made my blood boil. We wit¬ 
nessed that agony and it's worse 
after 24 hours than it was when we 
first saw it. I accept full British 
responsibility for the incident. 
-British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, on the soccer violence 

in 

Brussels. 

I have always been a movie 
fanatic. If I could, I would see a 
movie everyday. My idea of relaxa¬ 
tion is to see a movie and then have 
some Indian food. I can't ask for 
more. 

-VijayAmritraJ 

This wiH be one hell of a good 
summer. Both teams (Australia and 
England) have suffered the traumas 
presented by the West Indians with 
the ball whining around the throat 
ail the time. We have all had 
enough of that and it will be good to 
get back towards normality and 
play cricket as it was designed to 
belayed. 

-Australian dbptaln Allan 
Border, on the Ashes series. 
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Triumph for Umrigar 


T he Board of 
Control forCricket 
in India has not 
acted a day too 
soon In conceding 
the lontjstandinq 
and legitimate demands 
of the cricketers who retired before 
Apni 1.1976 

It Is a personal tnumph for the 
affable Polln Umrigar who has 
been leading the crusade for 
fellow Test cricketers who were 
not covered by the Benevolent 
Fund Scheme of the Board 

The amount of Rs 2,000 per Test 
sanctioned bii the Board may be 
inadequate when compared with 
the invaluable contribution to 
Indian cricket by many of the 
past stalwarts but it reflects, how 
ever belatedly, the appreciation by 
the Board of their efforts 

The beneficiaries include many 
players of yesteryears who later 


migrated to Pakistan The mode 
of payment to such players will 
be deaded in consultation with 
the government 

Incidentally, Polly Umrtaar is to 
profit the most and will get 
Rs 1 48 lakhs Other important 
beneficiaries Include Chandu 
Borde and ^ Vt}ay Manjrekar 
(Rs 1 10 lakhs each), Farokh En 
gineer Rs 92,(XX), Vinoo Mankad 
Rs 88,000 Dattu Phadkar 
Rs 62,000 and C K Nayudu 
Rs 16,000 

The total amount payable to the 
Pakistanis is Rs 52,000 

The working committee of the 
Board which took the decision 
about the payment to the crick 
eters in New Delhi last week 
also considered the proposals of 
the cricket committee headed by 
Fatesinhrao Gaekwad ofBaroda 

The recommendations of the com 
mittee, referred to yet another 
committee before they are to be 


adopted by the Board, irwlude 
wide ranging topics 

The committee consisting of vete 
ran cncketers and administrators, 
has covered a lot of ground, 
taking into consideration many 
aspects of the game which needed 
looking into 

The most important suggestion is 
concerning the domestic season, 
which should not be interfered with 
by foreign tours and should be con 
fined between October 1 and 
March 31 according to the com 
mittee 

Beginning with the Duleep Trophy, 
the season should have Irani 
7 rophy and Ranji Trophy fo'lowing 
in that order At present *' t season 
opens with the Irani I rophy 

Some other important recommenda 
tions include the holding of One 
Day Internationals at the end of a 
7 est senes on a triangular basis the 
revitalising of the Vizzy Trophy the 
early finalisation jf playing condi 
tions and the inclusion of a phy 
siotherapist in the place of the 
second official for a tour 

One only hopes that these proposals 
ate implemented by the Board as 
soon as possiole Most of these 
problems have been causing con 
CL rn to the followers of the game 

When Sunil Gavaskai met Pnme 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi after India s 
tnumph In the World Champion 
ship of Cncket in Australia the 
master batsman used the oppor 
tunity to thank the PM for the 
ready assistance offered to the late 
Dattu Phadkar 

c 

The PM according to Gavaskar, said 
the government was willing to 
come to the aid of all the old and 
needy sportsmen and was interest 
ed in forming a policy for the pur 
pose 

Gavaskar has been asked to come out 
with concrete proposals on the sub 
ject The little master, in turn wants 
readers and sportsmen to send him 
their suggestions 


These suggestions can be sent to 
Gavaskar through SPORTS 
WEEK % 
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GEOFF LAWSON 


Aussie spearhead 



T he hunt for the 
newOennis Lillee 
by the Australian 
Board will have 
ended last season 
Geoff Lawson has 


taken over from his 
illustrious predecessor in the series 
against the West Indies This ob¬ 
servation, by most critics, clothed 
I though It was in sarcasm following 
Lawson's verbal bout with Viv 
Richards in the third Tests, con¬ 
tained more truth than is imme¬ 
diately evident or even acceptable 
to those for whom Lillee was a 
deity 

In his last four senes, Lawson has 
taken 93 wickets (34 in five Tests 
against England in 1982 83, 24 in 
five against Pakistan in 1983,12 in 
five against the West Indies in 
West Indies) later that same season 
and finally 23 in the last series 
against the West Indies at home It 
IS a record which even Dennis Lillee 
would have been proud of Barring a 
disappointing series in the West 
Indies, Lawson has taken the maxi¬ 
mum wickets for Australia in the 
series in which he has participated, 
playing the role of spearhead to 
perfection And if his form on the 
current tour of England is any indi¬ 
gestion, the trend is likely to contin¬ 
ue 

Lawson's development as a fast 
bowler since his debut in 1980 
against New Zealand has been 
quite spectacular, if viewed in the 
proper perspective, for he sat out a 
couple of seasons to get a degree in 
optometries. An out and out fast 
bowler to start with, over the rela¬ 
tively short period of four years, 
Lawson has honed his talents to a 
fine degree of efficiency and is now 
a 'complete' fast bowler The big 
inswinger, the late outswinger, the 
unexpected bouncer, subtle 
changes in pace, and a lethal 
swinging yorker, delivered at a 
slower pace than normal give him 
enough variety to be penetrative 
and difficult to score off 

Lawson, came to India as a re¬ 
placement for the injured Alan 
Burst in 1979 but did not play a 
rest After a poor *but he had to 
spend a year in the wilderness be^ 
fpni being selected for the tour of 
, 6 ndk|ii 9 f.in 1081. Injuries and the 



good form of Terry Alderman as 
Lillee's opening partner stalled 
Lawson's progress till the third 
Test But when he did get a chance, 
he bowled superbly to take seven 
wickets for 81 He could not quite 
match this performance in the re¬ 
maining Tests and in the 1981-82 
season at home found himself out 
in the cold again 

Lawson's comeback trail begins 
with the series against Pakistan in 
1982 On the bland, lifeless pitches 
at Karaclu, Faisalabad and Lahore 
which reduced even a bowler of 
Thomson's pace to a no-hoper, 
Lawson bowled with great skill and 
stamina to take the highest number 
of wickets for his side, compelling 


the great Imran Khan, then leading 
Pakistan, to state that Lawson had 
the makings of a great fast bowler 

A fierce competitor, and a deter¬ 
mined, ambitious man, Lawson has 
strived hard over the next couple of 
years to add truth value to Imran's 
ludgement A classic side on action 
ana a drawling final delivery stride 
make Lawson one of the most ex¬ 
citing sights in modern cricket 

He adds a little to this excitement 
for the spectators with his tan¬ 
trums on the field But the Austra¬ 
lian supporters and oven the Eng¬ 
lish cncketers well realise that that 
It just a fraction of Lawson's ability 
in the middle 
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Daley - make 
no mistake, 
he’s 

Britain’s best 

D aley Thompson mdy be an 

up’.ian or a hragqart or both 
But make no mistake He ha-i got the 
/yubhc firmly on his side In a recent 
poll tor the Charnnqton Hall of 
Tame Thompson bmerged a winner 
by a sweeping niaiqin of '>000 
votes is the greatest post war 
Briti h trai k and held athlete 

Thnmpsori left Olympic 15000 
rru tif s t hampion and multipk 
world rai ord holder Sebastian Coe 
wiy behind Coe in turn just edged 
out tne fir d sub four minute milerSir 
Hoqt rSannrswr 

Ihe result of the poll was amaz 
mq e pea illy wnh the votes coming 
not trom all letic s specialists but the 
nrr ii '^poits loving public 

llioriip on vvrfs relaxing after 
somi h ir / training at Harinrjey 
tatiini when ‘le got news of the 
voii / fi i/H tou tell them (the 
III M >/ i/ii-f readers) you were 
imi’id he told one reporter 
Ihoriif ^oii oOviousI) loes not think 
mat III t media men 


The problem wnh presenting a 
character like Thompson wnh the 
news that he has won an award is 
that he is likely to hnd n almost 
intrusive He appreciates the acco 
lade considers it as something of a 
tribute to all decathfetes but re 
mams and always will remain a very 
private person in spite of being an 
international champion of all round 
ability 

filming a television series m Los 
Angeles about a blat k detec tive ha'^ 
kept Daley hopping the Atlantic 
recently He says it /. fun up to i 
point hopes it won t be shown in 
Britain ft doesn t really compare he 
points out with the pleasure of irain 
mg 

The man who probabfy spends 
more time on training alone than any 
other top sportsman in the world 
still loves to work out and find out 
howtoimprove 10 times out al 10 

I hope to do a couple of dei a 
thions this season he revealed i 
want to be where all the big guys Jii 
in the event and that means bi ic jI 
ly German sand Bus s lans 
Hope his old rival Jurgen Hing--en 
IS listening 
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WeU, A^HOLO, THBRE /CHJR UST EXCl/se 

FOR Hareoiiij& HtKihJe with me,,. 
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Dalev Thompson Britam'a star 


Trinidad and 
Tobago Govt. 
mellows 

~jrfUNIDAD and Tobago have an 
/ nouni ed rec ently that they would 
illnw f^ntry to England cricketers 
who h ive c ompleted a term ofsus 
pension lor playing m South Africa 
The foreign minister of Tnmdad and 
Tobago announced this decision 
after attending a meeting of Carib 
bean foreign ministers 

The minister Errol Mahabir said 
that the ministers had reaffirmed the 
determination of member countries 
to observe the Gleanagles Com¬ 
monwealth agreement on combat- 
utg apartheid in sport 

The West Indies Cncket Board 
had advised governments that some 
players to be selected for England's 
tour of West Indiek next year may 
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have compieted a three years sus 
pension from international sport for 
playing in South Afrn a 

If any player goes to South Africa 
m the future we feel he should be 
suspended for life Mahabir said 
In terms of cncketeis from other 
nations we felt that they had thr 
right to apply any sentence they 
wished although we would like to 
see much strongerpenatnes 

Guyana which was at the c entre 
of the stoim four years bark wht r u 
banned Rohm lackman from i nier 
ing the republu along with tin 
English cricket team ha'- reneratt d 
that It will not admit England t rn k 
eters who have played / / 'youth 
Africa 

New coach 
for Decker 

/! ARY DLLKBR ^lant j dn- 
Ivl Golden Girl of Arm in in itl It 
tn s has ended In / tout yi ar r c 
ciation with hi i (on h Ok k R own 
W( mutually det nfud that it w i in 
our he't interest’: to di ( ontinut u 
issociitton >aidRrowi 

Brown went on to say that ho ind 
S /iney dilleredphilosjphn ally M\ 
intPipretation was thst Mary fth stn- 
neodf d to run faster and I frit hi 
had to run fast eno! gh hi nd 
Mary is now hnng i a ichi d by 
lout/ de Olivier^ the y-ed^ kt 
Rra/ilian who temed Joa pnm Cnu 
to the ROOmeties gold mt dal at the 
LusAngelf s Olympics fast y^ar 




Indian tennis star Ramesh Krishnan marned Pnya In Madras on 
May 31 19H5 Priya is the daughter ofVK Seshayee, an indus- 
i nail St 


Troublesome ankle to 
keep Fignon out 

Ai 'fit 1 hignon the french cyctisi 
who ha^ won the lout de trance 
the taught st rye fe ract in the world 
for tfu / / t two years wH miss ihi 
yt at rat c fit is to i naergo an 
opt ration lon for tendonitis on his 
trouhlesonif lettankk 

After resuming ir lining gradual 
W hqnun is mi t again suffering 
from te ndaniris affet ting the 
At hillf s If nJon in his left ankle 
e<p/)ined a spokesman horn his 
It am managt ment 

I ignon won the etent at his 
first ittenif r two year’ ago and 
la'-jclydoniin itt d the pat k laatycar 
Ht would hue started a strong 
favountp fo! this years Tour whit h 
bi qms on funt Y8 

t^iqnon has sal that he would put 
ihi tmpbisi this reason the spr 
mgs c las It s ich as the Pans 
RouhjK Out in/ury forced him to 
wnhdtaw from most of the taces in 
the pa t fev\ \,\eek s 

Davis included 

in‘Who’s who’ 

HE celebrated btbfe of the great 
and the good ~ Who s Who - the 
people who are really reckoned to 
rule the roost has just been pub 
lished There are two sportsmen 
who have been included m this years 
list Snooker star Steve Davis and 
Jockey John Francome 


hobbies as keeping ht chess listen 
inq to jaz! and soul records ind 
rtadtng Tom 'iharpe novels when he 
(an drag htmsell JWiiy from the 
snooker table 

John hanromt with his retard 
I Gib jumping wins is inch dtd for 
the fust time 


MisSing from tiu hot England 
mo I famous and em it mg cncketei 
Ian Botham 



Steve Davis, the snooker star 
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Spot-The-Ball Contest...4 



{Qreat 
^Feats of 
Indian , 
Cricket 



How to enter 

The hockey ball has been blanked 
out from the photograph. All you 
have to do is to mark a cross (x) 
where you feel the ball is and send 
your entry to SPORTSWEEK Rupa 
Spot-The-Ball Contest . 4, 165-D 
J. Dadajee Road, Tardeo, Bom 
bay-400 034 along with the 
coupon printed alongside. 

You can send as many entries as 
you like but each entry MUST be 
accompanied by the original cou¬ 
pon printed alongside. Xerox 
copies of the coupon will not be en¬ 
tertained. 

Employees of Inquilab Publications, 
Mid-Day Publications, Newsday 
Communications and Rupa & Co, 
Delhi, Allahabad, Bombay and 
Calcutta and their relations are not 
allowed to enter the contest. 

In all matters, the decision of the 
editor is final and no correspon¬ 
dence wilt be entertained. 

Last date 

The last date of receiving entries 
is June 24, 1985 and the results 
will be declared in the Sports- 
week issue dated July 10-16, 
1985. 

The winners will be supplied 
with a list of Rupa's sports books 
from which they can make their 
choice. 


Win sports books from Rupa’s World of sports 
and subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 


1. First prize... 


2. Second prize. 


3. Third prize.... 


Sports books worth Rs.100/- 
and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs.50/- 
and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs.25/- 
and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 


4. PLUS Five consolation prizes. 

SPORTSWEEK RunathonT-Shirts 



■ , eiiSv 




Name: 


Address; 


State Pin; 


Age:. 

T -Shirt-size: (in cnis) 


Hurry up, don't wait till the last date< 





















Bonanza for Boycott 


P UDDLES were 
forming on the 
cricket square at 
the Abbeydale 
Club in Sheffield 
last week, but it 

was raining pennies from heaven 
for Yorkshire's Geoffrey Boycott. 

The most controversial man in 
cricket is now the richest because 
his testimonial year brought in a 
world record £ 147,954 

The first day of Yorkshire’s game 
against Essex may have been a 
washout, but that is the last 
description to apply to the fun¬ 
raising efforts that swelled Boy¬ 
cott's personal fortune. 

It smashes for six the previous 
Yorkshire record set when David 
Bairstow raised almost £57,000 in 
1982. 

It is worth recalling that three 
Yorkshire beneficiaries of the early 
'sixties-Brian Close, Fred Trueman 
and Ray Illingworth-pulled in barely 
£24,000 between them. 

Unfortunately for future genera¬ 
tions of professional cricketers the 

Sacking fear 
for Cowdrey 

E ngland cricketer Chris Cow¬ 
drey could face the sack as 
captain of Kent after being banned 
from the road last week for a drink- 
dnve offence. 

He told magistrates at Ramsgate, 
Kent: "I won't lose my job now, 
because we are a quarter of the 
way through the season, but a ban 
may jeopardise it for next season." 

All-rounder Cowdrey, 27, son of 
legendary batsman Colin, was 
banned for a year and fined £ 150 
with £ 10 costs when he admitted 
driving with excess alcohol in 
Broadstairs last September, after 
an end-of-season party for the Kent 
team. 

The court heard that Cowdrey 
was speeding and his car appeared 
to be swerving. 

He was found to have 65 micro¬ 
grams of alcohol to 100 millilitres 
of breath. The legal maximum is 35 
mic^ograms. 

Cpvydrey, of Croydon Rpad, Cate- 
.fhaig. Suney. said he would now 
!k::^>iaiiMU&Riooe«taaf«r Xent'a .Caoterr.^ 


Inland Revenue are also becoming 
well aware of the crocks of gold 
now on offer. 

Boycott's windfall will be tax free 
as has been the custom and prac¬ 
tice for benefits and testimonials at 
all county cricket clubs. 

To earn £147,954 after paying 
tax Boycott would have had to have 
been paid £348,000 in a normal 
job. 

But the rumblings are about the 
tax man noticing the remarkable 
scale of such cash drives these 
days. 

Benefits and testimonials are no 
longer a modest round of dances 
and whist drives to beef up the 
cash raised from collections at 
cricket matches. 

An army of fund raisers went to 
work on a massive scale on behalf 
of Boycott and Ian Botham his 
Team mate as far as the cash front 
was concerned last summer. 

Boycott's personal fortune is 
now reckoned to stand at around 
half a million pounds. 

* At his peak as a Test player, he 
was earning well in excess of 
£50,000 a year from varous 
sources. 

* He has been on a contract with 
Yorksre than any other player in 
the team, including the captain, 
Bairstow. 


* He has wijoyed lucrative spo- 
' nsorship contracts with Slazenger 

andGola. 

* He has appeared in travel adver¬ 
tisements. 

* He has put his name to five 
books. 

' He has had commercial tie-ups 
with a firm who make contact 
lenses. 

' He earned an estimated 
£40,000 from the rebel tour of 
South Africa and £20,639 from his 
benefit in 1974. 

Boycott drives a sponsored car 
and has even had working holidays 
provided free through commercial 
tie-ups. 

He owns outright his beautiful 
house and, in fact, as Yorkshire are 
the tenants of the Rugby League 
club who play at Headingley. Geof¬ 
frey Boycott IS worth enough to buy 
his own club out twice over. 

His comment last year "I am very 
grateful to all the people who have 
helped and contributed so gener¬ 
ously." 

But the wealth of the greatest 
living Yorkshtreman has to be put 
into persective alongside the earn¬ 
ings of another controversial 
sportsman, John McEnroe pulls in 
about £5m a year. 

TIM TAYLOR 









NEWS F0L10...NEWS FOLIO. 


NEW DELHI; 

TT BOARD of Control for Cricket 
/ m India harkens to the sugaes- 
lions mooted by former chair¬ 
man of selectors. Polly Umrigar 
and announces a scheme which 
Will benefit old cricketers 

The BCCI would be giving Rs 2000 
per unofficial and official Test to 
the cricketers not covered by the 
cut-off date of April 1, 1976 of 
the earlier scheme. Six former 
Test cricketers who later became 
Pakistan citirens will also benefit 
trom the new scheme 

NEW DELHI: 

A jf OHAMMED SHAHID. the 
IVI crack mside-left, was named 
skipper of the Indian hockey 
'earn for the four nation BMW 
hockey tournament to be played 
at Amsterdam Shahid later with- 


the Garware Club championship. 
Earlier his brother Subhash had 
beaten Geet Sethi to win the bil¬ 
liards title 

BRUSSELS: 

O NE OF THE darkest hours m Eur¬ 
opean sporting history were wit¬ 
nessed here, when dashes bet¬ 
ween Italian and British soccer 
fans result m the death of 41 
people and leave over 250 in 
lured 

The venue was the Heysel stadium 
at Brussels and the occasion, the 
European Cup final between 
Liverpool and Juventus Turin The 
clashes began an hour before the 
final when British fans began 
pelting the Italian and neutral 
spectators with fireworks and 
bottles, creating panic and may¬ 
hem and leading to the collapse 
of a wall at the bottom of the 


stands which buried numerous 
spectators 

Play began 90 minutes later, and 
Juventus won the final through a 
solitary penalty conversion by 
French siai Michel Platini But by 
then very few. people were both¬ 
ered about the match 

OLDTRAFFORD: 

yA USTRALIA win the first one day 
international against England m 
a thrilling climax England were 
bowled out for 219 off 54 overs 
with Ian Botham with a typically 
hard hit 72 and Graham Gooch, 
making his return to international 
cricket with 57 being the mam 
scorers Geoff Lawson, with tout 
for 26 was the mam wicket taker 
for Austral‘a 

Australia scrape through tor a win 
with five balls to spare largely 

























NEWS F0L10...NEWS FOLIO 


du6 to skipper AHart Border (59). 
Wesse/s (39). Wayne Phillips 
(28) and Greg (Matthews (28 not 
out) 

EOGBASTON: 

WO DAYS later. Australia clinch 
the one-day series with another 
exciting win over England The 
heros for Australia are skipper 
Border again, who steers his sidp 
to a win with a brilliant unbeaten 
85 and all rounder Simon 0 Don¬ 
nell For England Graham Gooch 



scores a dominating f 15. but the 
others do little on a placid wicket 
and England's total of 231 
proves totally inadequate for the 
inspired Australians 

MADRAS; 

NDIAN DAVIS Cup star. Bamesh 
Krishnan marries Pnya. daughter 
of an industrialist. The marriage 
IS attended by India's Davis Cup 
captain. Vi/ay Amritraj. 

LONDON; 


EST INDIES captain. Viv 
Richards, makes the highest 
individual score m English County 
cricket for 36 years. Richards, in 
an awesome display of powerful 
strokes hammers the Warmick- 
shire attack for 322 out of 666 
for 5 declared for Somerset, his 
highest score m first class cnc- 
k0( 

The innings took only 290 minutes 
and 258 deliveries in which 
Richards hit no less than 42 
fours and eight sixes 




Tamil Nadu speedster T.A. Sekhar recently tied the bridal knot 
with Prabha at Madras. Leading cricketers and officials attended 


the wedding 



;. the. Oftnmerclal Artists’ CuHd ICAG) Cricket shield in Bombay recently. They beat Choltro by 

tUthtit t mH ... , ^ .. . * 
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By Befan Dantwalla 


ARIES: 

HEAL TH PRECAUTIONS are a 
must for you. as you will he 
slightly accident prone Hockey, 
badminton and howling find you 
in your element, 12 to 14 Rest 
and relaxation absolutely ossen 
tialonthe 10th and the 15th 

TAURUS 

A DIRECT GOAL hit, an ace. a 
terrific dash for the tape, is how 
Ganesha looks it for you For pro¬ 
fessional sportsmen, an oiler, a 
hail, will he dangled Letters and 
good news complete the scene 
lor you A trip is likely 

GEMINI 

SPRINTERS, centre forwards, 
and wrestlers will have that extra 
pep which makes for victory On 
the 10th, lake it easy, maybe be 
cause parental posers will cloud 
your enthusiasm. Make it a habit 
to practise m a lather relaxed 
manner 

CANCER. 

SWIM.MERS, long-distance 
runners f 1,500 and over), and 
weight lifters have n made be¬ 
cause Mars, the energtser, 
moves into your sign A few 
distractions are good for you 
though You could have a weight 


problem which has to be re 

solved 

LEO. 

BA TSMEN, football players, 
anf.i those interested in squash 
should take it a wee bn easy on 
Saturday and Sunday Tuesday 
thiough Thmsday, you can look 
forward to a sparkling century in 
more ways than one Got the 
message, buddy:’ fnday for fin 
ance 
VIRGO 

THE FORWARD dove, the drop 
.shot exquisitely done, in life and 
sports, will do the trick now 
Health-wise, it won't do to be too 
tense You see. pressure of work 
will be considerable now Foi 
those who specialise in doubles, 
improved understanding takes 
top priority 

LIBRA- 

IF INTERESTED in chess, 
racing, games of chance, and the 
intelligent game of bridge, you 
are advised to hone up on your 
skills in June itself, thanks to the 
placing of the Sun est, go in for 
recreation 
SCORPIO 

DEEP-SEA DIVERS, cricketers, 
swimmers, strike it rich and 
happy now. Coaches will have 



Persotudly, I wotddn’t allow any colt of nUne to 
fobi the police and watch soaier I 




excellent response from sports 
men Do follow your intuition 
There is a distant possibility of 
iryury and pulled muscle, be 
cause the moon will he in an un 
favourable position around mid 
week or so 

SAGITTARIUS 

HASSELES ON the domestic 
front might disturb the concon 
tration of sportsmen and conse 
quently, they might miss a sitter 
Best way out is prayer and medi 
tation 11 to 13 you must enter 
tain in style those who use the 
levers of powers Learn, m othei 
words, to. be practical and prag 
matic 

CAPRICORN. 


DESPITE MINOR health com¬ 
plaints, boxers, cricketers, tennis 
players, make it in style It would 
be a good thing to start yoga 
now as It makes for happy knees 
and quicker reflexes and finei 
timing Friday and Saturday, eg- 
terrain in style hut not in strength 
please' Understood^ 
AQUARIUS 

THOSE SPORTSMEN and 
players who want to switch pat¬ 
rons. can do so now For the 
reader too. a job switch is possi¬ 
ble If m for competitive game or 
play or sports. 11 to 13, ideal for 
the sweet smell of success But 
the first two days, you might feel 
a wee bit below the weather AH 
m the game 


PISCES- 

MOON'S LAST quarter poses 
health hazards, specially for 
swimmers, sprinters,' runners, 
footballers (Pisceans are prone 
to feet and leg trouble) Relax and 
take precautions on the 9th. 
10th. 15th. please Money on 
hand mid-week, makes you 
happy. You deserve if tool Sure! 


Our astrologer, Bejan Daruvval- 
la. who was with The Asiad\ 
Chronicle for the Asian Games 
and consequently went to Pakis-\ 
tan on invitation for his remarka¬ 
bly accurate prediction, namely, 
the yachting success of the 
Avaris of Pakistan, is launching 
this exclusive and unusual weekly 
forecast covering both sports 
men and readers. Befan says, 
give me a month to really weirnl 
up and wa^ how / cfh'tiibfa, 
sEda it intoir-^ 










By Dennis Lillee 


critics, a larrikin The tag never cost 
I’le any sleep because the critics 
were welcome to their words so 
long as I could express myself in 
tiowling deeds 

I never tried to bottle up my emo 
tions and I m certain that if I had, I 
would have been a lesser bowler for 

It 

Inevitably, I am asked (particular¬ 
ly in retirement) to nominate the 


THE SPEED MACHINES 



F ast bowlers 

have often been 
described - and 
rightfully, I think -as 
a species apart. 
The quickie 's 


adored or despised. Rarely does he 
fit the in-between category 


I chose to be a Vnember of the 
species because of my youthful ad¬ 
miration for the skills of these men 
and a desire which became an ob¬ 
session to emulate them 


Fast bowlers are men of temper¬ 
ament and I don't believe captains 
would want it any other way. They 
are the first men on display in any 
cricket match and every eye is upon 
them. No matter how spectators 
may behave thereafter, the quickie 
has their undivided attention in th¬ 
ose electric opening overs 
Indeed, those overs so often dic¬ 
tate the course of a Test match or 
an entire series and the fast bowler 
is constantly aware of the weight of 
responsibility on his shoulders. A 
wasted new ball ia a huge bonus to 
the enemy, a huw psychological 
plus. On the other hand, quick early 
wipkets when the bail is moving 
agouti pan hhve the fpe on the nin 


Fronting up in the second innings 
IS an altogether fresh demanding 
burden for the fast bowler, as his 
body feels anything but fresh The 
result of the huge first-innmgs ef¬ 
fort comes in the form of stiffness, 
soreness and tiredness and in the 
words of a great bowler and friend 
of mine, Maji Walkei, you can feel 
as though a steamroller has gone 
over you' But unlike most sports, 
that maximum effort is required 
again, if not more importantly, 
some couple of days later I don't 
know of any other sport, except 
athletics, where such a demand is 
so consistently made on a perform¬ 
er 

Yes, much depends on the quick¬ 
ie and he knows it only too well So 
forgive him, if you will, his shows of 
temperament and petulance. With 
the exception of the skipper and the 
batsmen, he is under more mental 
pressure than any other player on 
the field. And if he must iet a little of 
the strain escape, then so be it. 

My on-field temperament landed 
me in as much hot water as per¬ 
haps any other player, here or over¬ 
seas, in my era. I don't regret it be¬ 
cause that was the way of Dennis 
Keith Lillee. When the heat of battle 
got to me. I simply boiled over, ther- 


greatest fast bowlers of my time 
The tidiest - although not the ea 
siest - way is to restrict the list to a 
top 10 It IS a nice round figure but 
I'd have preferred to make it the top 
11 to include Rodney Hogg I have 
enormous respect for Hogg as a 
bowler, a man and a mate, and I 
know what he has been through to 
devote himself to his trade But 10 
It IS, so Rodney unfortunately has to 
miss out 

I stress that the players on my list 
are all men whose careers have al 
ready unfolded I have not consi 
dered those still in puberty, as it 
were For this reason, Geoff Law- 
son does not get a guernsey Geoff 
IS a magnificent bowler for whom I 
have the highest regard but his best 
years are still ahead of him If I were 
writing this chapter in. say, four or 
five years, he might well be one of 
the first cabs off the rank, as might 
the Windies' Malcolm Marshall 

With the rate at which Test 
matches are being played today, 
Geoff Lawson could easily become 
one of the most prolific wicket- 
takers in Test history - unless, that 
IS, his professtorial obligations as 
an optometrist lure him from the 
game. Either way, he will have a 
^magnificent record. 
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Andy Roberts was always so 
I ipihinq of a mystery man He has a 
.iioht wispy beard an intimidating 
state and an imposing physique 
5ft 10ins and 186lbs of steel set 


Roberts was also fast damn fast 
He might have replaced Ins fast ball 
with a little more guile as he got 
older but in his early days he wts 
frighteningly quick His line and 
length were immaculate and his 
variation was brilliant He had rn 
swing out swing a magnificent 
off cutter and a superb yorker He 
also had a great bouncer or 
should I say a great couple of 
bouncers 

Roberts had a quick, bouncer. The 


second was noticeably slower de 
vised to deceive the batsman - and 
with great effect The old one-two 
was a lethal combination 

I believe Andy Roberts was a vital 
pan of the West Indies renais¬ 
sance in world cricket He gave 
them determination For a time the 
Windips had a reputation for col 
lapsing under pressure - it certainly 
happened often enough when they 
played us But all that changed Th 
f V hci amt mean and tough 111 
i cinvinc ed Andy had i lot to do 
with that change of attitude 
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Michael Holdlng.\panther~llke 
grace 

While Snow could swing the ball 
away (and I don t think he ever had 
.in III swinger) his best delivery was 
his off nitter Another thing which 
seemed missing fiom the Snow kit 
bag was a good yorker but perhaps 
with so much expertise in all other 
departments he simply didn t need 

It 

When Snow came out to Austra 
lia in World Senes Cricket days he 
was really a spent force He spent 
most of his time up country playing 
m the Cavaliers team Of course he 
joined W S C after spending a cou 
pie of seasons in the wilderness as 
far as the England side was con 
cerned, for reasons Id always 
thought to be disciplinary Maybe 
flouted authority once too often 

If that was the reason, then the 
English cricket establishment did 
ts country a great disservice by 
forcing him into what amounted to 
aremature retirement from Test 
:ricket Snow was one of the finest 
ast bowlers of our time Any bats 
nan who faced him anywhere in 
he world will vouch for that 

I don't think a fellow of Jeff Th- 
>ntson's make-up is about to admit 
o the ravages of old age, When he 
vas left out of the Australian pro- 
ireiTffne in the 1083-84 summer 
Uftti Mesed over again for the tour 
if w,WiajC Indies. Thomson ac- 
00 ^ 9 -. . 


'It's a bloody joke", said Thom¬ 
son after the team for the Windiet 
had been announced "I should be 
in the team Somebody ought tc 
ask the West Indians if they like 
facing me ' 

Thommo" went on to say that 
he thought he was as quick as ever 
and bowling as well as ever But like 
It or not, Jeff wasn’t even he 
standby bowler for the West Indies 
tour That honour went to Rod Mc¬ 
Curdy a relatively unknown Victo¬ 
rian 

Still, It IS far too early to be writ¬ 
ing Thommo s' obituary I speak 
with a bit of authority here because 
a lot of people were prepared to 
write mine a long while before I was 
prepared to tuck myself into the 
coffin ' 

How true' Lillee s predictions 
came true when Thommo was 
called back to assist Australia for 
the Ashes series this month 

Jeff Thomson and I are males of 
many years and I like to think that 
our partnership as the opening at¬ 
tack brought a little joy to Austra¬ 
lians 

Looking back, I guess Jeff was 
the only Australian fast bowler to 
whom i ever happily played se¬ 
cond fiddle At his peak, he was 
the most explosive, lethal and un¬ 
playable bowler I have seen His 
ball pitched just short of a length 
would rear so sharply that even 
the lofty Adam's apple of bean¬ 
pole Tony Greig was in constant 
danger His bouncer was down¬ 
right fearsome. And his yorker - 
the ball he fondly described as 
his "sandshoe crusher" - was le¬ 
gendary It was, as commenta¬ 
tors are wont to say, a "brute of a 
ball" 

Thomson s biggest attribute in 
those devastating seasons was his 
shock value His unorthodox sling¬ 
shot action - the amble up to the 
bowling crease, then the whiplash 
delivery - made him unpredictable 
and so often unplayable 

Sure, he could spray them about 
But that s what made him so dan¬ 
gerous One wide down the 'leg 
side, one wide of the off stump, the 
next plum on line and beating the 
batsman pointless 

For a fast bowler Michael Hold¬ 
ing IS so gentle and unwarlike You 
start to get all fired up, and Michael 
just stands there and smiles Many 
have probably looked for a way to 
dislik» him, but it's impossible. 

I remember the day short-pitched 
Holding deliveries twice struck 
gutsy little West Australian and 


groin. After the second shattering 
blow to Laird's testicles. Holding 
came down the pitch to make sure 
the batsman was OK When he 
• saw that Bruce was more deter 
mined than ever. Holding drawled* 
"Sorry Bruce, but have you had any 
children?" "Yes, two," said Bruce, 
grim-faced "That's good", said Mi 
chael as he walked away smiting 

But while Holding brings sports- 
manship.and integrity to the art of 
fast bowling, he is one of the most 
feared pacemen of my time Bats 
men all over the world have foi 
many years been ducking his 
bouncers like baddies dodging bul¬ 
lets in a John Wayne western 
movie 

Holding is not really a physically 
imposing specimen In fact, he's 
quite thin But he does stand 
6 ft 4ins and I will never forget his 
long and rhythmical run to the 
wicket He seemed to be able to do 
It all so easily He glided to the 
wicket, then got it all together with 
this lovely, unhurned action which 
propelled the ball at a most fright¬ 
ening pace He was as smooth as 
glass 

His two main weapons (pace 
apart) when he was only bowling 
express, were his yorker and 
bouncer He delivered these'two 
balls as well as anyone I have seen 

Time has certainly taken the 
edge off his pace In fact, in the 
1983-84 summer, he bowled off 
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W opener Bruce Laird in the 
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the short run - and he wasn't any 
less lethal. He was still quick en¬ 
ough to make most batsmen hurry 
their shots, but he was also starting 
to develop some subtlety in his 
bowling. Holding has now also 
Jearnt to move the ball around Hell, 
what next? 

Despite the personal agony Im¬ 
ran Khan put himself through dur¬ 
ing the 1983-84 tour of Australia, 
he never lost his sense of humour 
Imran led his Pakistan team that 
summer unable to do the thing he 
does and loves best in life...bo,wl. 
The stress fracture in his leg just re¬ 
fused to mend and Imran spent the 
tour wistfully watching his team 
swept away in the Test series and 
rolled again in the Benson and 
Hedges World Series Cup. 

It was a very sad episode for him 
and one could only imagine what 
the reception was going to be like 
when he got home to Lahore. It was 
on this very point that Imran, ans¬ 
wering a question in Perth at one of 
Rod Marsh s testimonial functions, 
revealed speed of a different kind; 
dry wit The question was: "How 
are you going to be treated when 
you get home^" Imran, quick as a 
flash, replied: "Well, I have decided 
as I will be missing the series 
against England because of my in¬ 
jury, I will be going straight to 
England." 

As a fast bowler, Imran has really 
had two careers. One was with that 
windmill-type action, bowling wide 
of the crease with big in-swingers 
In those days he also had the ability 
to bowl the ball that would straigh¬ 
ten or just leave you a little outside 
off stump At his pace, this was 
lethal In the past few seasons, Im¬ 
ran has got much closer to the 
stumps and he has developed the 
out-swinger At the same time, he 
has not lost his ability to bowl the 
in-swinger. At his extreme pace, it 
IS deadly combination. 

Imran also has a beautiful yorker, 
a very, very good bouncer. He has a 
most aggressive attitude towards 
batsmen. In fact, he has it all 

While Richard Hadlee and i 
have rarely seen eye to eye, we 
have seen eyeball to eyeball often 
enough. I don't think I would be 
overstating it if I said Hadlee and I 
weren't the greatest of mates, but I 
appreciate the man's bowling abi¬ 
lity. 1 also admire his guts. 

At times, Hadlee hits me bat as 
fast as any bowler, but I’ve always 
classed him as mediunt-fast rather 
than express. On certain wickets he 
can be damn quick. He has a habit 
of sliding on to the bat at a decep- 


He really rates in my hook as one 
of the finest all-rounders in the 
world, but can also stand extremely 
high as a bowler alone. I won't be 
crossing swords with him any more 
and, in a way. I'll miss that. But I'm 
sure the New Zealand cricket auth¬ 
orities will want to see him conti¬ 
nue for as long as he can. For quite 
a few seasons now, he has been the 
one to put some steel into his 
team's performances. 

Joel Garner, a friendly, amiable, 
fun-loving chap off the field, bowls 
cricket balls as though he was two- 
faced. "Big Bird" is another of the 
West Indies players who is univer¬ 
sally liked by his opponents - and 
hated with equal intensity because 
of his ability to make life damned 
miserable for the best batsmen m 
the world 


Garner is unlike any other bowler 



Kapil Dev..Jast, but maybe, not 
the least 


I have experienced For one thing, 
he IS taller - much taller. He is also 
more menacing, and he is more re¬ 
lentless Garner bowls fewer bad 
balls than any other paceman in 
world cricket today. He is the mas¬ 
ter of the yorker His great height 
gives him an advantage that he ex¬ 
ploits with flair. Garner seems to be 
breathing down your neck even as 
he starts his run and when he 
reaches the bowling crease 22 
yards seems more like a doten. 

What I have admired most - and 
still do - about Garner is that he has 
been a bowler for all occasions. In 
the one-day match he delivers the 
goods with as much accuracy and 
result as he does in a Test match. 
That is because he adheres so 
strictly to the basic principles of 
fast bowling - he respects line and 
length and he bowls to his field. 

Graham McKenzie was nic¬ 
knamed "Garth" fw a very obvious 


His body was virtually tight bal¬ 
loons of bristling muscle. 

When the big fellow had his ap¬ 
pendix removed, the surgeon mar¬ 
velled at the total lack of body fat 
"He's in great shape", said the doc 
Well, everybody knew that "Gatkh" 
A/as in great shape. He was,great 
bowler as well 

I am alive to the many claims of 
greatness that have been made on 
behalf of McKienzie I have heard th¬ 
em from the most competent 
judges and I must confess to a real 
reluctance to place him at no 8 in 
my list, especially when I hear the 
genuine praises of those who 
played with and against him for 
many years 

Graham - who was, of course, at 
one time Australia's record wicket 
taker among fast bowlers - was a 
man of extremely modest tempera¬ 
ment This IS not typical of the fast¬ 
bowling fraternity and it has result¬ 
ed '.n something less than justice 
being done to him He certainly 
possessed ail the necessary attri¬ 
butes of the great fast bowler - 
genuine speed, accuracy, stamina 
and unstinted devotion to his side 
All this, and civility too' 

When Bob Willis was in Austra¬ 
lia in Mike Brearley's hapless Eng¬ 
land team in 1979-80 he looked 
like a late-blooming flower Ever 
ything about him looked long and 
droopy Bob toiled away under the 
hot Australian sun for very little re 
ward He took only three wickets 
for 224 at a miserable average of 
74 66. 

I think Willis IS a bloody fine 
bowler too. He is very gangly and 
his unusual action (which ter a long 
time reminded me of a chook run¬ 
ning in to bowl) is still hardly classi¬ 
cal. Willis IS about as awkward as 
Michael Holding is fluent, but he 
must be viewed from an effectiven¬ 
ess viewpoint There the man 
shines 

Well here I am at no 10, and I 
still haven't mentioned Mike 
Procter, Peter Pollock, Ian Botham 
or Malcolm Marshall. Why not? 

Kapil gets in. and Procter, Pollock, 
Botham (who is really only me¬ 
dium-pace) and Marshall do not. 

Kapil has a beautiful action and 
his performances, particularly on 
the unresponsive Indian wickets, 
speak for themselves. 1 consider 
him a most worthy inclusion in the 
10 best quickies of my time. 
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have got four legs 


and six eyes’’ 


and Greg Chappell, the Australian 
skippei, clearly visualized his team- 
niviles' labour under the burning 
sun 


By Prof. Shankar Abhyankar 


W HATEVER he 
said, and 


S when- ever he 
played, Geoff 

Boycott of England 
never failed to 
—' create world 

’'leadlines In 1974-75 he did 
so by withdrawing himself from 
fcngland's tour of Australia His soli¬ 
tary comment "for personal rea 
sons" only served as an aggrava¬ 
tion to critics who sought a scoop 

Unfortunately they probed and 
penetrated into Boycott's personal 
lifestyle And when he failed to give 
reasons for his withdrawal from the 
lest scene from 1974-77, it was 


day and getting plenty of tuns 
Boycott had learned to relax and 
enjoy his cricket 

August 1 1,1377 was a memora 
ble day for Boycoti and also for 
England, when the former's trium¬ 
phant march back into Test cricket 
virtually clinched the jubilee senes 
for England 

Nevertheless, the beginning was 
disastrous for the home team when 
Brearley was caught at the wicket 
off Thomson's third ball of the 
match. The English opener was 
booed sarcastically by the typical 
Yorkshire crowd The Boycott- 
Woolmer pair then put on 82 
steady runs without much trouble 


Boycott's main intention was to 
occupy the crease for a long period. 
Although he was their Enemy No. 1, 
the critics never failed to appreciate 
his talent, class or sheer determina¬ 
tion 

Now Boycott was playing with 
total determination, straight b^t 
and an impregnable def^noa. 
Pascoe and Thomson tried their 
level best to penetrate and Pascoe 
was successful In deceiving the 
Yorkshire hero with a swinging 
beauty, but Marsh, diving to his 
right an obstructing his skipper's 
view, dropped a difficult catch. 
Boycott had made just 22. 

That life made him more deter¬ 
mined. Boycott went into a shell 
and scored only 34 runs in the first 
session. Although Randall didn't 
last long, Tony Greig and Boycott 
continued the grind and the form- 


generally believed that Boycott had 
.1 personal clash with skipper Mike 
D(?nness Others believed he was 
afraid of his failure, particularly 
while facing Dennis Lillee. 

Even then Boycott's batting 
wizaidy and seemingly insatiable 
desire for runs, at the cost of almost 
everything else, was something 
unique Critics were rather harsti in 
making him good "Copy " for the 
press and they played on his aloof¬ 
ness That he didn't read newspap¬ 
ers That he lived with his mother 
That he had a girl-friend 15 years 
his senior 

Boycott did not react. Harsh criti 
:ism was accepted calmly-perhaps 
was tired of controversy and 
A/as content of dropping out of Test 
.ricket altogether. He pointed out 
hat he could get by without play- 
ng for England and that he was 
lappy just to captain Yorkshire 

But his return after three years 
;xile was as dramatic as ever and 
was primarily responsiole for 
■Ingland regaining the Ashes in the 
ubilee series, making centuries at 
Jottingham and Leeds, as the Aus- 
ralian willed He scored a rnagnifi- 
:ent 191 at Leeds, in front of his 
)wn Yorkshire ciowd. and that was 
IIS lOOlh century in first-cjass 
,ricket 

■ Gone was the bitterness of the 
arly days and the hate he used tc 
^prk -up against bpwlers. There 
to-cricket than batting all 



Geoff Soyreff.. ployed with total dfti nnot'jUon, -t; \iyhi b<;t .;nii 
impregnabJe ovfence 


57 




er's effortless six 
over Tine leg off 
Len Pascoe was 
spectacular The 
electrifying partn 
ership enamoured 
the Yorkshire 

In the second session Boycott 
scored 4fa runs slowly and gradual 
ly racing towards his immortal cen 
tury Then exactly at 5 49 p m the 
Yorkshire crowd erupted into ec 
stasy after local hero Geoff Boycott 
on drove Greg Chappell for four to 
bring up his 100th first class cen 
tury 

At stumps Fngland were four for 
with Boycott 110 not out and 
uope 19 not out Boycott had bat 
tr'd for more than six hours and 
fared 8 / overs 

Boycott s domination continued 
the following day and he was 149 
not out at lunch 179 not out at 
lid wheri he was finally the last 
m in out at 436 his 191 had come 
in 629 minutes off 471 balls and 
inr luded 23 fours and a five Boy 
I ott s marathon practically sealed 
(irerj Chappell s fate though Pas 
coi (4-91) and Thomson (4-113) 
Irowled exceedingly well 

1 he Australians believed that 
Boyi ott had been caught behind off 
h ly Bright at 75 but umpire Bill 
Alloy himself an Australian ruled 
not out Even then there was no 
n irri feelings after Boycotts cen 
lUiy and Greg Chappell was the first 
to shake Boycott s hand The rest of 
iht Australians joined in to appre 
lart generously Boycotts 14th 
Test hundred 

Ninety minutes after tea break 
the match was virtually decided 
and the Ashes were lost as Austra 
liii slumped to 5-67 

Disregard 

The Australian batsmen yet 
again had shown total disregard for 
the position, attempting all kinds of 
flamboyance against an attack that 
rarely wavered from the line and 
fieldsmen who pounced on every 
half chance that came their way 

On the third morning, the Austra- 
lans were bundled out for a meagre 
103 and immediately followed on 
Botham, in his magnificent spell, 
took five for 21 Mike Hendneks 
hostility earned him four for 41 off 
15 3 overs 

Hendrick did repeat his perfor¬ 
mance m the second innings-four 
for 54 and Australia, despite the 
life-and-death struggle by Grad 
Chappell p6) and Rm Marah (63) 
were all out for 248 and lost bv an 



crowd 


innings and 65 runs 

England had clinched the Ashes 
3-0 the worst Australian drubbing 
since 1886 Thousands of York¬ 
shire fans gathered in front of the 
pavillion calling for their heroes- 
Hendrick Botham. Randall, and of 
course Geoff Boycott 

Boycott made appearance after 
appearance in front of the chanting 
audience He had deserveo the 
acclaim being on the ground for 
the duration of the match An 
amazing effort in the game which 
will always be tagged Boycotts 
match 

Boycott had made his comeback 
With a rush and he was no more a 
villain but a darling to the Yorkshire 
crowd Critics who had deliberately 
tried to spoil his image now were 
trying to embellish theit language 
to praise the Yorkshire hero 

When one of them actually 
ventured to ask him regarding his 
boundless success Boycott raised 
his beer glass and declared very 
sarcastically 

I VP got four legs and six eyes 
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Chris - Greatest 
American Athlete 


By Paul Fein 


^ |\ "T* HE Women's 

' I Sports Foun 
dation selected 
Chris Evert-Lloyd 

^ f as "The Greatest 

I American Athlete 
of the Last 25 Years ". 

In a national poll, the SO-year-old 
Evert-Lloyd, who has won a record 
135 tennis tournaments, including 
SIX U.S. Open, five French and three 
Wimbledon titles, received the hon¬ 
our on April 30 in Los Angeles after 
being named on 32 per cent of the 
nearly 325,000 ballots 

It was a remarkable tribute to the 
sport of tennis because two other 
players, Martina Navratilova and 
Billie Jean King, finished second 
and third, respectively 

"I would have voted for Billie 
Jean King if I could have." Lloyd 
said with typical modesty "I really 
feel she opened the door to a lot of 
women athletes, not only tennis 
players 

"It's great to be singled out But 
more importantly, I feel I've helped 
to represent the successes of many 
woman athletes who over the past 


Chris Cvcrt-I.loyd.. "I mould have voted Jor Billie dean if I could 
have" 


25 years now have gained social 
acceptance and respect among the 
public " 

Chris has often assehed that 
being a great tennis player is no 
I6nger enough; now you h^ve to be 
a great athlete. Ironically, she con¬ 
cedes that she isn't a "great 
athlete" She cites Billie Jean King, 
Margaret.Court, Evonne Goolagong 
and Martina Navrbtilova as truly 
athletic champions. 


What exactly is athletic ability or 
athleticism^ It is probably a com¬ 
bination of innate talents, physical 
assets and mastery of sports skills, 
the precise mix of which is debata¬ 
ble. The-main ingredients though, 
includsrpxcellent hand-eyecoordin- 
ation (exemplified by Connors), foot 
speed and agility (Borg), quick re¬ 
flexes (McEnroe), racquet qontrol 
and touch (Santana)-the Krishnans 
also qualify here, flexibility (Laver), 
strength (Hoad and Court), grace 
(^eno) and fitness (Navratilova). 


The most important question, 
however, centres around just how 
important, or even essential, is 
atmetic ability-or natural talenvfor 
becont’mgatopplayetr- • 

.think that h*ve a 


better feel for the ball," Andrea 
Femesvari told Michael Kay of Pro 
Tennis magazine "I think a natural 
athlete might be more apt to have 
an all-court game because they're 
usually quicker and have better 
reaction time" 

Speedy, all-courter Zina Garrison 
agrees '^Athleticism has a lot to do 
vvith the way you play. Your speed 
determines whether you play a 
backcourt game or not. The style of 
tennis is changing because more 
players are playing an all-court 
game You must be able to change 
when the game changes. I think 
that the baseline game is outdone 
(being overtaken), because every¬ 
one can play that game well." 

Well, not quite everyone-at least 
not as well as durable Chris who 
has captured at least one Grand 
Slam title every year since 1974 
and was the only male or female 
player to reach the final of all four 
Grand Slam tournaments last year. 

But if athletic ability is quite help¬ 
ful, it isn't always enough to pro¬ 
duce a superstar. Underachievers 
such as gifted Hana Mandlikova 
and, to a lesser extent, llie Nastase 
can testify to that. 


Some of the best atheletes were 
not always the best players," ex¬ 
plains 1975 Wimbledon doubles 
champion Ann Kiyomura, a mere 
5' 1 " but gutsy and resourceful. 

"Fortunately, tennis is not a game 
that IS 100 per cent atheletics,'. 
says Kiyornura. "It's about 60 per 
cent mental. For a player like Chris 
Evert-Lloyd, her mental attitude has 
carried her through most of her 
wins " 

Whats wrong 
with American 
tennis? 

W HAT'S wrong with American 
men's tennis' 

US." Davis Cop coach Arthur 
Ashe first rang the alarm in January 
when he told World Tennis maga¬ 
zine; "I don't see anybody in 
McEnroe's or Connors' class in the 
U.S. In about three years, the 
bottom is going to fall out at the top 
of American men's professional 
tennis " 

Now more and more people are . 














wondering and worrying J Rand 
olph (Randy) Gregson, the new and 
activist president of the United 
States Tennis Association, has pro¬ 
posed a way to attract superior 
athletes and develop them into 
stars 

Gregson wants the USTA to start 
an elite programme for top young 
players that would go far beyond 
the summer U S. Junior Davis Cup 
team that is coached by highly 
competent Steve Stefanki and 
competes m satellite and Grand 
Prix tournaments. 

The new programme would be 
patterned after successful national 
tennis schemes in Sweden, France 
and Australia and also like those of 
many U S. amateur federations that 
develop world-class athletes in 
other sports Our junior pro¬ 
grammes are great, but we re not 
producing proportionally the top 
flight numbers of international 
players we should," Gregson told 
Julie Ward of USA Today 

University of South Carolina 
coach Kent DeMars thinks it's a 
great concept 'It's what the 
Swedes have done, only we'd do it 
with an emphasis on education, not 
just tennis. The Swedes, at age 16, 
have been so good because they 
have played in so many inter¬ 
national and professional competi¬ 
tions.' 



Arthur Ashe...‘the hoitom’n 
going to fall out of ArnerUan 
feiini-s’ 


While our vast network of junioi 
tournaments, high-calibre college 
competition and Junior Davis Cup 
team would seem to be suitable 
1 raining grounds, DeMars, like 
Gregson, is concerned that our 
most talented kids aien't bemtj 
challenged enough, espocially 
while they are in high school 

Others, such as all-time great 
Jack Kramer, don't agree with 
Ashe's gloomy forecast or the need 
for a programme for the elite 

"The Swedes have come up with 


something extraordinary, but . I 
don't feel discouraged about 
American tennis at all," insists 
Kramer. "I would look to Americans 
inthe future as being basically 
better than years ago because our 
high school, collegiate and pro 
tournaments are being played on 
hard surfaces " 

Gregson intends to champion 
several other causes too He is 
determined to "restore the clay 
court circuit in the U S which is on 
the verge of extinction^and develop 
players that are as proficient on 
clay as they are on otnor sur 
faces" -noting that our recent Davis 
Cup losses have boon on clay 

He also wants to upgtiide the 
level of umpiring and junior toutna 
ment management which, he feels 
will |)romote a renewed sense of 
sjjortsmanship 

Gregson and his lofty goals have 
already suffered a major setback 
when Davis Cup mainstays Mc¬ 
Enroe and Connors announced 
their withdrawal from the U S 
team-Mac for this yeai and Con¬ 
nors forever McEnroe's refusal to 
sign the new, required (.ode of 
conduct guidelines was one factor 
in his rtccision, and his unrepenlani 
attitude toward his past misde¬ 
meanors undoufitedly was a (touble 
disappointment to the USf A presi 
dent 


Dope test ~ a must for tennis 


M ichael Mewshaw, who 
wrote the explosive expose 
"Short Circuit" two years ago, is 
back in the news In a typically 
outspoken interview with Mike 
Yorkey in Tennis Week Mewshaw 
urged pro players to accept Arthur 
Ashe's proposal tor drug testing, 
arguing ttiat tennis is the only 
major international sport tliat rfot-u 
not require it 

He called John McEnroes claim 
that he doesnt know anyone in 
tennis who takes drugs foolish" 
And he deli./erpd this challenge Is 
Mr McEmoe tv any other player 
willing to submit to random unnaly 

SIS?" 

Mewtnavv reiterated his fear that 
illegal guarantees (appearance 
money) could result in an ugly scan¬ 
dal "As a number of people told me 
when I was on the tour, if you pay 
somebotiy that kind of money, you 
owe him You expect something in 
return 

"And who is to say in the future 
that a tournament director who has 
been giving a Vilas, a McEnroe, a 



McEnr€»€...foolish claim 


Lendl guaran is fc 10 years 
when push ct nes to sfiove, the 
tournament diret.'or will say. Look. 
I'm into you for millions of dollars in 
guarantees Now I want a favour m 
return I want you to blow thi*. 
match I want you to thank I'm 
going to bet heavily on your final at 
Wimbledon, and I want you to lose 
on purpose " 

in "Short Circuit' Mewshaw 
made many charges - some sup 
ported bv evidence and others only 
by heresay - about such evils as 
prize-money splitting, match- 
tanking and unethical favoured 
treat! ent given to the stars by 
tournament as well as illegal guar¬ 
antees and drugs 

Mewshaw. an American who 
lives in Rome, claims that no player 
has contacted either him nr his 
publisher to complain ifiat nis acec- 
saiinns weie inaccurate On the 
contrary, he disclosed "There are 
players who came back and said. 
Please, don't print this It would 
rum me It woutff ruin my marriage. 
It would rum my business.' And f 
respected their wishes." , ; ; 

.. 
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Who, what, where 


G lamorous and multi-talented 
Carliny Bassett has already 
> arved a niche as a pro tennis star, 
movie actress and model Her latest 
loray into the limelight came on 
May 9 when she played herself in 
an episode of the CBS-Telivision 
daytime soap opera, "As The World 
I tirns ■ Carling then played bridd 
herself in an episode of the CBS- 
1 elivision daytime soap opera, "As 
The World Turns" Carling then 
played bridesmaid at the May 18 
wetiding of her older sister, Victoiia 
ITizabeth and Nicholas Walker 

. Dave Kindred, the outstanding 
Atlanta Journal columnist, tells the 
story of how world-class sprinter 
Henry Hines, who was working 
with tennis players to improve their 
lootwork. went to John McEnroe 
■ He wanted, like, $500 a minute," 
McEnroe said "I told him I can 
move fine on my own " Mac also 

Whatever 
happened to 
Jan Leschly? 

W HATEVER happened to Jan 
Leschly, the clever and sport¬ 
ing. lefthanded Dane who reached 
(he semi-finals of the 1967 U.S 
(Jiampionships^ He retired from 
the pro tout shortly thereafter 
saying that the pressures of 
competition had changed his plea¬ 
sant disposition into something 
more disagreeable and surly 

Now the former Danish star is an 
executive with the Squibb Com 
pany in Princ'eton, New Jersey He 
still loves tennis and donates his 
time as a trustee on the Princeton 
Community Tennis Programme 
fioard of directors where he is 
concerned with both grass roots 
activities and sophisticated tumor 
training camps for the area's top 
players Three of the Leschlys four 
sons have Middle States Tennis 
Association rankings 

For all this service and involve¬ 
ment, the Jan Leschly family (in¬ 
cluding wife Lotte and sons Jacob, 
Mark. Nick and Stig) were selected 
as the New Jersey Tennis Associa¬ 
tion Tennis Family of the Year. 

Another Well-known Dane, the 
colourful and eccentric Torben 
UInch, has made the U.S. his home. 
The longtirhe Oavis Cup ptayer was 
recently, appointed touring pro at 
Craekt CoMhtrv Bothwell, 


doesn't believe that lifting weights 
IS very helpful in becoming a good 
tennis player. "Being physically big 
and strong isn't one of the prere- 
guistes for winning a match," he 
commented in the book "Tourna 
ment Tough." "I'm not enormous, 
and neither is Connors or Borg The 
fact IS that tennis players don't 
need to bo as big as some others 
athletes We need to be fast and to 
be able to change directions quick 
Iv" 

America not only has two 
teaching pro organizations - the 
United States Professional Tennis 
Association and the much-younger 
Professional Tennis Registry creat 
ed by Dennis Van der Meer - but for 
even greater specialization, there is 
the United States Racquet String 
ers Association Its seminar pro¬ 
gramme IS staged in 14 major cities 
every year, and each seminar 
covers four distinct areas of 
racquet stringing the string, the 


W ORLD Tennis magazine pre¬ 
dicted that one time super¬ 
star Guillermo Vilas would be 
1985's "Comeback Player of the 
Year" 

Instead, the aging (32) Argenti¬ 
nian, ranked only No 59, is appar¬ 
ently fading fast At the Italian 
Open he was humbled 6-3, 6-2 by 
little known, 19-year-old Claudio 
Mezzadri on slow clay, Guillermo’s 
favourite surface 

"I don't know how to explain it," 
the disappointed Vilas told Bud 
Collins of The Boston Globe It's 
hard to lose like this, yes, but I still 
think I can get back to the top 1 0 ' 

Vilas can no longer rely on Ion 
Tiriac anc^ his controversial and ille¬ 
gal signals from the grandstand He 
cannot give me full-time as coach 
and manager anymore Tinac has 
been with me forever (since 1976), 
and now.. I must depend only on 
myself It is difficult to be like this 
after so many years " 

In his fascinating memoir, The 
Game - My 40 Years in Tennis," 
Jack Kramer decried the fact that 
■ Kids need nursemaids " and main¬ 
tained that "the trouble with the 
kids playing today is that every 
thing IS done for them." 

"When all that is unpleasant is re¬ 
moved from your everyday exis¬ 
tence. you're not worth a damn on 
the court in a pinch," he wrote 
"You don't know how to be re¬ 


machine, the frame and the stri¬ 
nger. Foreign stringers interested in 
exchanging information on string¬ 
ing technique, tools and accessor¬ 
ies and stringing trends are invited 
to join by writing. USRSA, P 0 Box 
40, Del Mar, California 92014, 
USA , 

. The third and last of the cele¬ 
brated Evert sisters ended the fami¬ 
ly's 16-year Florida high school 
tennis dynasty with a flourish Win 
some Clare, a senior at St Thomas 
School in Fort Lauderdale, defeated 
Cynthia Chafin of Boca Ciega 
School of St Petersburg 7-6 6 0 
for her second straight state high 
school championship Chris won in 
1970 71 72 and Jeanne in 1973 
The Everts are so famous and 
beloved in South Florida that 
Hialeah (Florida) Park recently ran 
Its seventh annual $31,2/5 Chris 
Evert Handicap A field of nine fillies 
and mares ran the 1 ' •' mile turf 
course 




.Vi/as Guillermo.. 'S5’s Comeback 
Player of the Year. 


Nothing makes me sicker than 
watching Vilas look over to his 
coach, Tiriac, to find out what he's 
supposed to do ' 

Kramer's criticism has proved 
prophetic I'm not sure what to 
do," admits Vilas now, "I will try to 
work It out myself, but if I haven't 
by the U.S Open, I will have to 
decide if I stay playing" 

TENNIS BRAINBUSTER: 

I won the first Grand Slam of 
tennis in 1938 with a racket weigh¬ 
ing an amazing 16 ounces. Who am 
|7 

fAnKwtfrnn n 59.1 


Vilas making a comeback? 





1 caused Jo’s big fall, 
says her coach 


I O DURIE S coach last week 
J accepted the blame tor her 
spectacular nosedive from world 
V(o B to a first round struggler 
Alan Jones, the pugnacious 
Svengali figure who browbeat Jo 
into becoming Britain s rising 
tennis star admitted 

I pushed her too hard too fast I 
made a mistake 'Jones-who once 
boasted Bring on Martina Navra 
tilova - was finally forced to recon 
sider his approach when he recent 
ly sat watching Jo alongside Chris 
Evert Lloyd 

"Just be patient, ’ Chris urged It s 
all there but she needs time 

Said Jones I realise she was 
right I m not the typical laid-back 
Englishman I was in a hurry for 
success I saw Jo as No 5 and 
wanted to take the big leap to No 1 

I gave her too much to learn 
technically, drove her too hard in 
training I should have allowed her 
SIX months to settle into the feeling 
of the No 5 slot 

Jones methods have been criti¬ 


cised in the past, but never before 
has he agreed that his aggressive 
tactics ruined Jo s development 

A lot of the world's best 
coaches considered me a nut case 
for the way I worked Jo Some of 
them no doubt thougt it would be 
better if I handed her over to 
someone else 

I offered to go But Jo, being a 
very kind girl said No 

With Jones near tyrannical de¬ 
mands placing increased pressure 
on her Jo slumped steadily from 
world No 5 in 1983 to her current 
53 

She agrees that the past 18 
months have been among the most 
miserable of her life and that she hit 
a low in February when she lost in 
the opening round of the Delray 
Beach tournament in California to 
Russia s Larissa Savchenko 

I ve never felt so depressed 
said Britain s No 1 I was just so 
bad I sat by myself for half-an-hour 
or ^o thinking it all over 



to achieve perfection 


ystery injury rocks Cash 


AT CASH, the fiery young Aus¬ 
tralian, stared down at the floor 
ind said These days, people look 
rt me and think I m a boozer ' 

The 20-yaar-old right-hander 
who lost to John McEnroe in last 
gear's Wimbledon semi-final, stuck 
3 ut his stomach to emphasise the 
aoint 

Cash's problem is a mystery back 
sonf^laint that forced him out of 
ihe f^nch Open in Pans 


"I have to stick out my stomach 
to ease the back pain," he said 



Pat Cai^-first hold-up In hia 


rari9#r 


The injury occurred a month ago in 
the United State and it's been a 
nightmare 

I might have to demand a scan 
to see if there is a fracture near the 
base of my spine If it's not that, 
then It must be a very bad muscle 
tear 

I am a young man who walks 
around like an old man," added the 
world number eight 

'I've got the best hamstring 
muscles in tennis,' he said 'Nor¬ 
mally, I can bend down and place 
both palms on the floor without any 
effort Now I can hardly tie a shoe¬ 
lace let alone pick up a tennis-ball 

Ive had heat treatment and 
injections, and now I know I need a 
break to sort out the problem It's a 
severe blow missing the French, 
but I might stand a better chance of 
making Wimbledon That's the 
target anyway' 

It would be a pity if the aggres¬ 
sive and talented Cash is forced out 
of too many major tournaments 
this summer, and he reflected "It's 
the first hold-up in my career" 

PETER BLACKMAN 


Technically I m a far better 
player now I've learned my les¬ 
sons All I need now is the confi¬ 
dence of a few victories " 

For all her brave words, the fact 
remains that 24-year-old Jo 
won only two matches this year in 
the SIX tournaments she has en¬ 
tered 

DAVID EMERY 

Wimbledon gets 
“all clear” 

W IMBLEDON was given a clean 
bill of health by fire and build¬ 
ing experts from the Greater 
London Council 

A six-man team inspected the 
All-England tennis cKib stadium 
following the GLC's decision to 
check all top sports grounds in 
London in the wake of the Bradford 
City soccer not and firs 

A 6LC spokesmen said: "Our 
team found the building kound, 
with actuate means of escape 
and first oass eudaryislbn by stS; 
wards," . .- 





A need to relax keeps 
Mats on the tee 


Ginny set to 
miss Wimbledon 

V IRGINIA WADE, Britain's last 
Wimbledon champion-she won 
in 1977,-the Centenary year-might 
not play in the women's singles this 
year for the first time in 24 years. 
And she is difinitely retiring from 
singles tennis after Wimbledon. 

"I really don't feel like making the 
effort to play singles in tourna¬ 
ments. I'm really much happier just 
to watch every body else and per¬ 
haps to play a little doubles. 

"If I do play at Wimbledon I'll 
have to make more of an effort than 
I feel like making right now." 

Miss Wade, 40 the week after 
Wimbledon, will make a final deci¬ 
sion. 

"The last singles match I played 
was three months ago and I haven't 
been paying any attention to my 
own tennis," she said. 


A ndrea jaeger, the teenage 
millionairess who quit big-time 
tennis with a damaged shoulder 
and her mind in turmoil, came back 
with a win last week. 



T he first move made by Mats 
Wilsnder when he arrives in a 
city for a new tournament is not a 
practice backhand shot but a tele- 
ohone call to the local golf course. 

Sweden's top-ranked tennis 
player, number four in the world, is 
a golf addict who with more time 
would dramatically reduce his 12 
handicap. 

Wilander, who led the Swedish 
team in the World Team Cup at 
Dusseldorf, patiently spread the 
golf gospel to his teammates. 

Most of them, like Joakim Nys- 
trom and Henrik Sundstrom, have 
switched from the card table to the 
first tee, but Wilander is still the 
best players and certainly the keen¬ 
est. 


And the scene was the French 
Championships where she walked 
out on a first-round match 12 
months ago. 

For Andrea, 19, a tournament 
winner at 14, her return to a tourna¬ 
ment in which she was runner-up 
three years ago, was more an exa¬ 
mination in stamina as she ground 
out a 6-4, 75 win against fellow 
American Shawn Foltz, 17. 

She has played only one tourna¬ 
ment match-apart from playing at 
the Olympics-in 12 months and 
was carrying 2'''^ stones more 
weight. 

She has gone back to school- 
studying zoology-and says she 
wants to work with killer whales 
and other mammals if the shoulder 
and elbow trouble which have 
dogged her career cannot be 
cleared up. 

As the tennis bosses tried to 
agree on a minimum age limit in the 
professional game Andrea admit¬ 
ted; "People said I had got bored or 
burnt out but that Wasn't true, alth¬ 
ough I am now exercising my mind 
more. 

"I have realised it is no good 
being just a dumb tennis player and 
then when you are older not being 
able to read a book. 

"Today it was good to come back 
with a win. I didn't give up and that 
was the big factor for me." 

lANRARNFft 


"It's a marvellous way to relax 
and stay inthe fresh air," he said. 
"The problem is that it's a very hard 
game to learn and frustrating, too. 
It's merely a hobby for me and for¬ 
tunately it doesn't tire you out like 
some other sports." 

Since his explosive ent^ into the 
world's top 10 by winning grand 
slam events in Paris and Australia, 
Wilander has steadfastly refused to 
become starry eyed. 

The young man from Vaxjo is still 
only 20, but already has a huge 
bank balance. One sign of his new¬ 
found wealth is that he has just 
bought himself an apartment in the 
centre of Monic Carlo. 

Bjorn Borg was a great cham¬ 
pion, but he often protected himself 
with a chilly approach to life. 

Wilander, on the other hand is 
friendly, approachable and eager to 
pass on his talent through coaching 
to youngsters in Sweden. 

Wilander, headed for the French 
Open in Paris attempting to change 
his s^le of play. 'When you do that 
you risk losing," he said. 

"I need to move more freely off 
the base line. I find it easy trying 
something new and I prefer that to 
just staying in a groove and going 
through the motions. If it doesn't 
work then I'll go back to the old 
style." 


PETER BLACKMAN 



Mats Wilander...eager to pass on 
his talents through coaching to 
vonnasters 


Andrea beats the bad times 
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WILSON LIONEL GARTON JONES 


The humble champion 
of the green baize 


By P.N. Sundaresan 


W ILSON LIONFL GARTON 
JONES India s billiards acfc 
touched the high noon of his c areer 
at the great Eastern Hotel in Calcut 
ta on December 1 1 1958 when he 
won the world amateur billiards ti 
tie It was an Indian as well as an 
Eastern triumph as it was the first 
time that an Indian and Asian had 
won the championship 

The billiards hall at the hotel was 
packed to capacity to watch the 
final between lonos and his romp 
dtriot and number one in the 
country Chandia Hirjee Though the 


Bombay born but Calcutta based 
hitjee was out of the reckoning tor 
the title ht was keen to establish 
that ho was the number one in the 
country 

A faster break builder than 
Jones something of a genius in th 
at he could start off from seemingly 
impossible situations Hirjee was 
no easy player to beat But by the 
end of the first day of two two hour 
sessions Jones forged ahead to 
lead by 226 / points to 1 372 In the 
process Jones set a world recoid of 
ten century bieaks which was 


further embellished by one breat¬ 
htaking spell of ten visits to the 
table starting with a break of 168 
in the 14th vis t he got 108 2 0 
76 106 251 229 70 and 211 in 
that order 

His performance then was truly 
awe inspiring Hirjee could not but 
stand and watch the magnificent 
sweep whose overpowering effect 
was evident even on the following 
day Jones came up with six cen¬ 
tury breaks again in the first 
spssion-the third of the match-and 
three more for added measure in 
the final two hour chukker When 
time was called Jones had aggre 
gated 4655 points to Hirjee s 
2287 It was one of the most im¬ 
posing victories Jones had scored 
Seldom before that or after had he 
registered such remarkable consis 
tency of form in a world champion 
ship series For sheer fluency grace 
and brilliance there was nothing to 
match this game against Hirjee 
And most appropriately his last th 
ree-figure effort against Hirjee-and 
so the last of the championship by 
him-was a beautifully conceived 
371 made in 17 minutes and 27 
seconds 

I 

Earlier Jones had registered a 
gallows to glory victo'^ over the 
Englishman Leslie Driffield With 
662 points behind and only 105 
minutes of play left Jones seemed 
to be in a hopeless situation but he 
suddenly found his touch and an 
avalanche of points came his way 
In the time left he compiled 1068 
points It was fantastic indeed su¬ 
perhuman for a player whose 
aggregates in the previous three 
two hour sessions were 646,599 
and 578 Driffield s figures for the 
corresponding periods were 724, 
723 and 865 In the final two hours, 
Driffield could manage only 417 
points to Jones 1082 So com¬ 
pletely did Jones monopolise the 
proceedings as to make Driffield 
look a mere tyro 

The qualities that enabled Jones 
to rise above every contehder tn the 
championship were fully brpught 
opt fh his two games agamet 









dent in everything he did Speed, 
touch and grace were all linked in 
splendid proportions to make him 
look every inch a champion 
Against Driffield he was a grim,' bat¬ 
tling, never-say*die player In this 
game too he had a ten-visit spell 
comparable to that in the first ses¬ 
sion against Hirjee But this came 
when he was almost down and out 
and he had five century breaks In 
their total value the visits fetched 
much less than those against Higee 
but this ten-visit spell against the 
Englishman was something super 
Jones was given a hero s welcome 
as he landed in Bombay along with 
Cleary who frankly admitted that 
Jones played better than anybody 
else and he was too good for any of 
his rivals 

Jones' triumph thrilled the lovers 
of billiards in the country even as it 
brought him world recognition 
More importantly Jones provided 
the incentive to other cueists in the 
country and the hope that if they al 
so strove and played as well they 
could also achieve similar distinc 
tion And among them Michael Fer¬ 
reira not only followed Jones foot 
steps but went ahead of him by 
netting the world title three times 
And none would have been more 
happy about this than Jones who 
liked the brand of billiard Mike 
played and visualised a great future 
for him a world champion in the 
making he thought 

The career of Jones is a rag to 
riches story in a different sense 
From the street urchin indulging in 
small time games like marbles and 
kite flying in the gullies and by¬ 
lanes of Pune, Jones rose to be a 
world champion in the highly so¬ 
phisticated game of billiards Born 
on May 2,1922 Jones was brought 
up by his uncle Ossie in a happy and 
kindly atmosphere which had 
marked influence in moulding him 
lones had little or no inclination for 
study while he was good in field 
games like cricket, hockey and 
football, in fact, as he grew up he 
distinguished himself in hockey 
and proved good enough to be in¬ 
cluded in the Poona Rangers team 
which boasted quite a few interna 
tionals in its ranks However the 
green baize and the coloured balls 
fascinated him from the time he set 
his eyes upon them Opposite his 
house was the Noble Saloon which 
his uncle used to visit frequently to 
play snooker One evening the boy 
was asked to fetch his uncle for 
dinner, Jones ha<f his first glimpse 
of the cue direcbng the coloured 
balls and from what followed, one 
can say he immediately fell head 
pver heela ip love w^h them 

naaehed h»a 


mid-teens, his family realised that it 
was billiards and not books that at¬ 
tracted the boy and allowed him to 
spend as much time as possible at 
the Saloon, the members too spot¬ 
ted his talent and provided him 
generous encouragement One fine 
evening Jones turned in a 
1526-break in snooker, which re¬ 
cord IS carved on a wooden panel in 
the Saloon Getting entry through 
snooker, Jones soon switched over 
to billiards and developed such a 
passion for the game that nothing 
not even the cinema could distract 
his attention from it 

Before Jones could react to the 
suggestion of his friends that he 
should go to Bombay to enlarge the 
scope of his game, the second 
world war broke out and the young 
man had to take up a job in an am 
munition factoiy at Kirke Thanks to 
the chief officer Molntyie Jones 
was appointed as a senior officer 
He worked hard not only at the fac 
tory but also at billiards, spending 
dll leisure time at the Saloon 

Proficient enough to run 100 
point breaks regularly, jones en 
terori and won the Evening News of 
India Snooker tournament at Bom 
bay in 1945 beating Taher Ali in 


the final Back home, the exclusive 
Deccan Gymkhana made him an 
honorary member, which provided 
Jones social distinction and, what 
was more important the opportun¬ 
ity to play billiards in better and 
larger company One Mukundrao 
Gharpure took interest in Jones and 
provided him valuable guidance 
The end of the war in 1946 cost 
Jones his job and hard days fol¬ 
lowed, though there was the com¬ 
pensation that he could spend 
more hours at the Deccan Gymk¬ 
hana and Noble Saloon 

In another year there was a turn 
for the better when he visited Bom*- 
bay again for the Evening News 
championship He struck a close 
friendship with Reginal Ellmson, 
Superintendent of Police, who got 
him the assistant security officer’s 
job in the Mazgaon Docks Using 
the Docks Club and the Police Club, 
Jones progressed players like 
Kingsley Kinnerley Bob Marshall, 
Frank Edwards, Tom Cleary and 
Horace Lindrum, who visited the 
country between 1947 and 1952 

This opened up new horizons for 
Jones then 25 years old He was 
particularly attracted by Kinnerley's 
method of nursing the ball for the 






The wife pops a piece of cake in Jones' mouth on his 60th birthday 


top of the table game. Mirza Mo¬ 
hammed Beg, a former national 
champion, who had represented In¬ 
dia in the Empire Billiards cham¬ 
pionship in 1936, and President of 
the Billiards Association and Con 
trol Council of India, spotted a 
world champion in Jones even in 
the early stages, provided him all 
the encouragement and assistance 
needed in these crucial years of 
development. 

Jones, who had made his debut 
in the national championship in 
1947, won the billiards title for the 
first time in 1950. By this time th¬ 
anks to the help of Rafik Dina, 
himself a leading player, Jones 
gave up the idea of shifting to Cal¬ 
cutta and joined the Wallace Flour 
Mills Rattans! Vissanji, his boss, 
was very much more than an em¬ 
ployer to Jones and he grew with 
his employer almost as a family 
member. He was R.K.'s confidante 
in official matters and playmate at 
the table Jones on his part was al¬ 
ways deferential towards RK And 
the latter remained his friend, guide 
and philosopher. 

Jones became national cftam- 
pion in snooker too in 1952, and 


the double came his way as a rea¬ 
son of his victories over Hirjee both 
in billiards and snooker final. He re¬ 
peated the feat in 1954 Jones 
made his first appearance as India's 
representative in the World Ama 
teur Billiards Championship held in 
London in 1951 Richard Holt, edi 
tor of the Billiard Player, pot down 
his impression of Jones thus Wil 
son Jones, despite the fact that 
factors psychological as well as 
material, combined to frustrate him, 
created a very deep impression, 
both as a billiards player and as a 
sportsman No better or more 
graceful player has ever participat¬ 
ed in a world event " 

India hosted the championship 
towards the end of 1952 at Calcut¬ 
ta but Jones turned in only one 
victory over Ameen Yunoos of Bur¬ 
ma. Nor could Jones progress 
much in the next championship 
held at Sydney m 1954 for all the 
brilliance he showed elsewhere. 

, In Australia Walter Lindrum, the 
maestro, became a close friend, 
and Jones, who travelled with him 
on a fund-raising campaign, imr 
proved his knowledge of the game 
by watching the fortper at the table, 
Atwut the tVP.e.ara.nga,.Qt,4<!aja&mi 


the world event, Lindrum com 
merited "He is the fastest movinii 
amateur I have seen and appears ti > 
know all the answers He makes his 
decisions rjuickly and spots the halt 
straiohtawav and is off on Ins job 

His dismal record in the ttfrrrt. 
world meets did not iliscourage 
Jones and he put in hours of hard 
work to polish up his game Waltei 
Lindrum s lOOO-break billiards was 
his bible As such he was at the 
peak of his form when the next 
world championship was held at 
Calcutta in 1958, and with magnifi 
cent displays became the undisput¬ 
ed king of amateur billiarriss. That 
was the climax of his career 
Jones participated in two more 
world events in 1962, in Australia 
and in 1964 in New Zealand and 
had a number of good victories In 
another two^eats the maestro had 
put aside his cue; rather handed it 
over to Michael Ferriera-in w'hom 
he spotted a future world cham¬ 
pion-after beating him in the na¬ 
tional billiards final. 

Honours and recognitiop came 
Jones' way but he took them all in 
his stride like a true gentlemtip, and 
eiways remained dhtt 










By David D^iua 


MASSACRE AT BRUSSELS 

The day soccer died 


HE Great Reaper was never so 
harsh. He did not slink through 
the dark moonless night to fmd 
the unwary victim, but ran amok 
through sweat-stained, wide 
awake, nerve-taut bodies 

The scythe whistled through the 
stands in vociferous rage, long, 
long before Michel Platini ‘killed 
Liverpool with his superb all 
important goal and threw the foul 
smelling carcass that was the 
English football dub out of the 
European Cup football final, out 
of Brussels, and far out of human 
sympathy 

Those 38 fallen men They died he 
cause England, football sup 
porters have surpassed the limits 
of sanity and have trod on the turf 
where barbarians dwell 

And this IS not the first time that 
things have got more than out of 
hand In the'past, in Great Britain 
Itself, ordinary fans who have 
come to watch a football match 
on a warm Sunday afternoon 
have suffered the brunt of the 
supporters madness Stadia 
have been burnt and gang wars 
have erupted 

Yet Old Baifey has dabbled m peti¬ 
tions and pleas and has delayed 
the framing of the law that would 
put a stop to this insanity that 
could have long since been avert 
ed 

Today, Italy holds its head in sorrow, 
while England does in shame. 

Juventus. Turin, won the final, but it 
was a match that the historian 
will tremble when he jots the I-0 
victory tn his statistics book 

Spain had sent an informal notice to 
the Football Association of 
England that it will not tolerate 
any hooliganism m their country 
during the 82 World Cup foot¬ 
ball. 

ft worked and but for the yelling and 
rooting for England, the beha¬ 
viour of the English fans was sa¬ 
tisfactorily kept in check. 

But aft the good work done there 
was erased bf last week's car¬ 
nage in Belgium where besides 
the dead, more than 2B 7 will live 
with: the devastating memory, 
broken .hmbs and scars 


rather not collect 

Fierce nationalism , and the macho 
character of the world's greatest 
sport has lent the obliging fire to 
flame the embers of hooliganism 

This IS not just plain hooliganism, 
but criminal violence and soccer 
today has no place for this trend 
The rot has to be stemmed else 
soccer's obit is not too far off 

Liverpool and all dubs of England, 
Ireland and Scotland have been 
banned from participating m any 
international soccer. The souls of 
the dead are put to rest. Trou¬ 
bled, but rest nevertheless. 

The passion for victory is evident in 
every supporter in the stadium 
and human emotions are height¬ 
ened. with the roar of the crowd 
in the stadium But the English 
soccer fans do not reguire the 
collective noise to ffame those 
passions Their hearts are al¬ 
ready filled with hate for the 
other team, and they have come 
to shrjw their disgust for the 
opposition not in plain old root¬ 
ing. but with missiles, clubs and 
rowdyism 

Against wailing ambulances, painful 
howling and dirty abuses, the 
match was earned on But the 
victory was sour The cup that 


was supposed to cheer was 
stained by the blood of the bleed¬ 
ing and the dead. 

Inguiries wiH lead to loads of paper¬ 
work. arguments and accusa¬ 
tions, but soccer hooliganism 
has come to stay. It is the trend 
of today's soccer 

/4 s Dr. George Gaskell. a social psy¬ 
chologist of London School of 
Economics said: “Soccer pro¬ 
vides a sort of identity, a’source 
of group pride for these largely 
deprived people. It reflects the 
tradition of the working class - 
the virtues of manliness, stand¬ 
ing up to your rights, not turn¬ 
ing away tike a coward.'' 

By the time, the world mourns the 
ones who fell to the scythe of the 
Great Reaper, dying the death 
they did not deserve. R.f.P 

He IS right Unemployment is the 
root cause of hooliganism and 
unless these social problems are 
rrfintmised or wiped out, hooli¬ 
ganism will stay. 

We've got to learn how to harness 
this madness. For more than two 
decades this disease has been 
growing rampant in soccer play¬ 
ing countries. It is going to be a 
tough job trying to eradicate it 






Speciators gotup to go; reporters 
put the finishing touches to their 
stories. It was all ovei; bar the 
shouting. Then came... 



By Frank Wright 


Tennis greatest surprise 
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T he most PAMOUS victory in 
the history of lawn tennis was 
achieved on Wimbledon's Centre 
Court in 1927, when William Ta- 
tem Tilden (United States).and 
Henri Cochet (France) met in the se¬ 
mi-final ot the men's singles cham¬ 
pionship. 

From the beginning, it had pro¬ 
mised to be a thrilling classic - a 
match of intriguing contrasts bet¬ 
ween a tall, powerful and purpose¬ 
ful American and a little, wiry, 
casual-looking French star. It also 
prompted two questions: 

Could "Big Bill" Tilden, world 
champion for the past six years, 
make a successful return to 
Wimbledon where he had been the 
first American to triumph in 1921 ? 
Or was he now, at the age of 34, 
well past his prime as many sug¬ 
gested? 

He was the greatest player the 
world had ever seen - strong, lithe. 


Two sets up, only three points to 
victory... yet he lost! 
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With all the strokes and a cannon¬ 
ball service timed at 124 m p.h 

But there were signs that {he era 
of "Tilden the Terrible" was draw¬ 
ing to a close. A new force had 
emerged in world tennis - the "Four 
Musketeers" of France - Jean Bor- 
otra, Jacques Brugnon, Henri Co¬ 
chet and Rene Lacoste 

In 8 1926 Davis Cup rubber, 
poker-faced Lacoste had become 
the first man to beat the American 
champion in six years. 

Then, in the American Cham¬ 
pionships of 1926, Big Bill, U.S 
champion since 1920, was brought 
down again - this time by Cochet, 
who had been advised by Lacoste 
to standin close to receive Tilden's 
cyclonic service. Cochet won their 
quarter-final match 6-8, 6-1, 6-3, 
1.-6,8-6. 

The lanky Philadelphian was rat¬ 
tled by these defeats. For the first 
time, his vyorld champion status 
was threatened. He decided that he 
must return to Europe after a 

year absentMi aiki gM^tltpae Friutoh 



















































































































































So, in 1927, he stormed back to 
Europe STtd promptly slammed 
26-year*old Cochet with a straight- 
sets win (9*7. 6-3, 6-2) in the 
French Championships in Paris. In 
the final, however, he was defeated 
again by Lacoste after having had 
one match point. 

This was an especially bitter de¬ 
feat, for Tildan was leading 9-8 in 
the fifth set when he drove in what 
appeared to be a match-winning th¬ 
underbolt. But a player who was 
acting as linesman called it a fauh 

The linesman was Henri Cochet. 

Imagine, then, the public excite¬ 
ment when these two rivals came 
face-to-face in Wimbledon the se¬ 
mi-finals a few weeks later. The 
Centre Court was packed for the 
David and Goliath battle - and, ine¬ 
vitably, Tilden was favoured to win. 

The American aimed to give Co¬ 
chet the severest beating of his 
career. He blasted the young man 
from Lyons so mercilessly that he 
captured the first set 6-2,6-4. 

The third set followed the same 
pattern. Desperately, the French¬ 
man rushed the net in an effort to 
break the American s immaculate 
controlled power. But his task 
sSemed hopeless. TKden, in uncom¬ 
promising mood, swept through 
one game after another until he 
now led 6-2,6-4,5-1 and 15-all. 



Big BUI Ttlden...the colosaua of 
tennis 


^bahny, and he used his wonder- 
w smash, incisive volley and su- 
pen> forehand with (toadly effect. 

After trailing 2-3, Cochet was 
never in trouble. He was fresner and 
more relaxed. He became Ith# rirst 
player to dominate the bi^ Amei;i-‘ 
can from the net. And he won the 
next four games in a row. 

Gama, set and match to Coche(- 
2-6,4-6,7-5.6-4,6-3. The French¬ 
man had achieved the seemingly 
impossible and his victory brought 
all the Centre Court fans to their 
feet applauding more loudly than 
ever before. 

And Tilden? The living legend of 
lawn tennis lay pathetically on the 
ground, having fallen in a hopeless 
effort to retrive Cochet's match¬ 
winning cross-court dnve. 

Why did Tilden lose? Did his early 
supremacy cause him sub cons¬ 
ciously to relax - a fatal thing 
against a fine opporturrist like Co¬ 
chet? Or did he at last lack the sta 
mina for a long struggle^ 

The mystery remains. After their 
marathon battle, the American de¬ 
clared that Cochet "deserves the 
greatest credit for his unfailing 
courage and his quickness in seiz - 
mg his chance." But he claimed that 
It was not the Frenchman who won 
the match. "It was Iwho lost it." 

This remark would seem an injus- 



At this stage, reporters were al¬ 
ready preparing stories of a devas¬ 
tating Tilden victory and spectators 
were filtering away from the Centre 
Court towards the refreshment 
bars. It was all over bar the shout¬ 
ing. 

Or so it seemed. 

But then the most incredible re¬ 
versal in lawn tennis history began. 
Cochet won the next point, the 
next, and the next - to become 2-5 
down in the third set. 

Possibly ^oing all out for a 
"grandstand finish," Tilden blasted 
away at his opponent's services - 
and hit them well over the baseline. 
But what did it matter? He had his 
own tremendous service to follow. 

■yet the American lost the next 
game to love...another love ga- 
me...and still another. Amazingly, 
Cochet won 17 points in succes¬ 
sion;'took the third set 7-5, and 
went ahead 4-2 in the fourth. 

rain's deadly ao^racy ap¬ 


peared to have suddenly deserted 
him, His strokes looked hurried, his 
footwork clumsy. Refreshed by 
jugs of water which he poured over 
his head, he levelled the score at 
four-all - but only with some de¬ 
sperate, hit-or-miss drives. 

Meanwhile, Cochef was gaming 
confidence and mastery with every 
stroke. He played like a man in¬ 
spired to take the next two games, 
winning the set 6-4, and making it 
two sets all. 

In the fifth and final set. Big Bill 
went through his entire repertoire 
of strokes, including three types of 
service the flat cannonball, the 
fast slice, and the American twist. 
He even tried chopping and lobbing 
m strange contrast to his usual hard 
driving game. But all in vain. 

He could find no way to break the 
Frenchman's perfect rhythm and 
easy length of strokes. Cochet had 
no great service, no powerful back¬ 
hand - and yet, strangely, he 
dominated. His anticipation was 


tice to the redoubtable Frenchman 
who usually rose to the greatest 
heights in face of overwhelming 
odds. He proved this in the Wimble¬ 
don final two days later when he 
gained a five-set victory over Jean 
Borotra - after being 2-5 down in 
the final set and saving six match 
points. 

Cochet explained his win this 
way; "I had a feeling that the result 
was being influenced by forces 
mysteriously yet real, which were 
operating in my favour. I invoked 
these feelings while Tilden feared 
them." 

And there we probably have the 
solution to that extraordinary rever¬ 
sal at 1927 Wimbledon. The 
Frenchman had little to lose and 
everything to gain, while Tilden, the 
colossus of tennis, was m the re¬ 
verse position. 

In short, Cochet had the psycho¬ 
logical advantage which can so 
often prove decisive in this nerve- 
racking, individualistic game of 
lawn tennis. 
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Don’t get uptight! 


E ver heard of Polyetherether 
ket<we7 Neither had I until the 
other day. 1 heard that it is new 
tennis string developed by the 
British mega-company ICI. and 
which is being fabricated by Luxi- 
lon, a specialist company in Bel¬ 
gium. If you are already wor¬ 
ried about asking for the stuff, it 
has been dubbed Orkit. 

Although it is a polymer, it is 
dissimilar to nylon which, so far, 
has been part of all strings made 
for tennis rackets. I understand 
that the raw product has many 
other applications, but Luxilon are 
concentrated on the tennis market, 
because the general view is that it 
has broken through the "elasticity 
obstacle" - and is said to rival na¬ 
tural gut in playability. 

So far I have not got my hand 
on it. Following 30 years or so of 
being told "this is as good as real 
gut", I am being cautious. Ho¬ 
wever, some Belgium-made 
synthetic strings named Dynocraft 
have been on the market, and re¬ 
sponsible player/ experts have 
rated those stnngs on a par with 
the natural gut found in tennis rack¬ 
ets bought across the counter of 
non-specialist sports shops. 



Experts like Britain's Angela Bux¬ 
ton and Clarence Jones have tested 
Dynocraft extensively, both on 
court and under laboratory situa¬ 
tions, and they agree with the 
claims. More, they put their rackets 
where their mouths are by using 
the stuff at their 3,700-pupil inter¬ 
national tennis school. 

The announcement of Orkit has 
come at an important moment for 
tennis rackets, especially when 
concerned with the bulk of good 
players - who are just below the 
Grand Prix series and the various 
satellite and qualifying tourna¬ 
ments leading up to the 100 or so 
circuit "specials". 

When the Prince Company pa¬ 
tented and then marketed the 
first Jumpo rackets, the major 
selling point was the gigantic 
size of the "sweet spot" - that 
area of the racket strings where 


you get the biggest co-efficient 
of restitution (a really good re¬ 
sponse in simple language.) 

There were slight problems, and 
these multiplied with the arrival of 
graphite, boron and other very 
strong materials. This toughness 
tempted many ntakers to advocate 
tremendously tight stringing. Ten¬ 
sions of 75 lbs become almost 
normal and, of course, the much- 
publicised habits of Bjorn Borg, 
with rackets strung to 80 lbs and 
popping off at their own accord in 
the middle of the night, made ultra- 
tight stringing the done thing 

Almost alone, John McEnroe 
(43 lbs) and Jimmy Connors (54 
or so lbs) ignored extremely strong 
tension. Of course, they slow down 
most shots, not the reverse, except 
when hard hitters were playing 
equally hard hitting opponents. 
Suddenly the always-brash Ameri¬ 
cans have come to realise the facts 
of life, with Wilson's taking the ma¬ 
jor step. Two weeks ago, they 
wrote to all dealers and stringers 
to reduce tension on their rackets 
by 10 lbs as specified 

With new. softer stringing, I 
fancy Orkit will play very pleasur¬ 
ably. 



B ritain has not made many 
marks on the tennis scene just 
recently. But at least the founder 
nation of the game still retains one 
world champion. 

Not on the court itself, but so fre¬ 
quently in those sound-proof boxes 
at the back of centre courts, where 
television commentators are dis¬ 
pelling their knowledge. 

Some are better than others but 
it is agreed nowadays that one 
stands far out on his own, namely 
Dan Maskell. 

A ballboy in his early teens, he 
neve> ceased seeking for know¬ 
ledge and skills. It was the latter 
that won him the British Profes¬ 
sional Championship 16 years in 
succession. 

As a coach he made a major con¬ 
tribution to the Fred Perry, Bunny 
Austin, Pat Hughes, Charles Ttickey 
team during British domination of 
the Davis Cup for the four years 
1933 to 1936 in succession. 
However, all this shrinks into the 


past through his 35 years as the 
ace TV commentator at Wimble¬ 
don, This stint has justifiably 
earned hirn the title of Mr. Tennis, 
and not orily in Britain. All over the 
world, he is acclaimed as the numb¬ 
er one commentator. 

All this is old news to the inner 
group of tennis players and aficion¬ 
ados of the game, but not to the 
public. 

The accolades are widespread, 
and it is my pleasure to endorse 
everything that was said. I liked 
particularly the contribution made 
by Jack Kramer, the under-rated all- 
time great who revolutionised the 
professional game and so brought 
about Open tennis in 1968. 

The two of them spent 15 years 
together sharing commentators 
boxes all over the world. But Jack 
selected something Maskell said on 
their first day together as a two- 
man team at Wimbledon. Looking 
out of the window on to the hal¬ 
lowed Wimbledon centra court, he 


said: "What a wonderful picture it 
makes. We must take care that our 
words don't spoil it." That was al¬ 
ways the way-quietly, cleverly and 
with empathy-that Maskell made 
his point. 

I spent many sessions with him, 
and vividly remember that his age¬ 
ing bones and joints may have lost 
their Spring and suppleness, but his 
mindful, searching mind never 
changed. Unless that is. you take on 
its continuous search for know¬ 
ledge-end progress from the first 
year of his life in 1909. 

He has been honoured twice by 
the Queen, firstly with the QBE and 
then upwa^s to the CBE. No man 
deserves them more. Even at his 
age he eqjoys sleeping outdoors 
and under the stars. 

He has helped masses of the hu¬ 
man variety in his 56 years at 
Wimbledon. Perhaps, to help ailing 
British tennis, he should return to 
coaghica and make things bet^th . - 






Honing up for better 
things to come 



Sd/i/oi' Soirdu/ 


Om Aifraii ill 


(jf’ft Sf'thi 


T he three Indian participants for 
the Asian Snooker Champion¬ 
ships could not have asked for a 
better tuning up for the event than 
the BCA Garware Club House 
Tournament which brought the 
cream of the talent 

This tournament is the richest in 
India, carrying prize money worth 
Rs 5,000 Last year there was a 
bonanza for Subash Agrawal who 
won the snooker as well as billiards 
title This time he did not do the 
double but the cash stayed in the 
Agrawal family 

Subash won the billiards for the 
fourth time in five years and Om, his 
world champion brother, claimed 
the snooker title 

It wasn't easy for Om Agrawal, In 
the final Sanjay Sawant gave him a 
scare when he took the first two 
frames and also he led 4-3. But Om 
showed a new dirhension to his 
game that had not pften been seen 
and won'the day. One has rarely* 
seen Om play typical defensive 
snookdr and he did this with telling 
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effect in the fourth and fifth f'ames 

Sawant's assured play left him in 
the last stages of the match as the 
ball just refused to run for him the 
way he wanted. It was a rather dis¬ 
appointing end for Sawant who 
had shown great improvement 
after a poor season earlier when he 
failed-to win a single title. In the 
round robin Sawant had beaten the 
top players in the land. Subash 
Agrawal, junior national champion 
Yasin Merchant and finally national 
champion Geet Sethi. 

Sethi was just not in the right 
form. Maybe he was peaking for the 
Asian Championships that were to 
follow. Agrawal also did not show 
his wonted form. In fact winning 
the world title he had done little of 
note. So much so that people 
began calling his win a fluke. 

But the fact was that Om had his 
priorities on the professional circuit 
and he could not wait to be there 
battling with the big ones 

So his interest in the amateur 


titles sagged and his performances 
declined. He won just one title after 
the world triumph. Now this one 
should see the upward trend again. 
He may win the Asian title if he 
keeps up this form. 

What he needs to do is play a 
safe game now and then. But Om is 
a fast player who gets on with it. 
This time he must have realised the 
value of playing safe and defensive. 

The discovery of this tournament 
was Sanjay Sawant. He is national 
number two but his form also had 
been poor. That could be the cause 
of his being busy with his family 
business and his marriage. But he 
came back with a vengeance and 
avenged his defeat at the Nationals 
at the hands of Sethi. 

His potting is good and he takes 
his time over his breaks , and his 
break building is among the best in 
the country. He won the best break 
prize for his 104. A fine prospect so 
India need not worry for the future 
in snooker 

SW Correspondent 


















Soccer’s Night 
OfTragedy 


From Geoffrey Levy in Brussels 




SOCCER MADNESS...angry Juventus supfmrters carry away one of thetr injured 


J UST A FEW days ago we were "Criminal. Bestial; Irresponsible, 
VE heroes, remembered in the Aggressive." 

^Igian capital as liberators astonishingly, the people on 

thanks to the sons and grandsons street show a civility, a patie- 

of those liberators, we are the out- ,,^ 3 ^ ,5 unbearable, 

casts of Europe 

The anger of the politicians is re- It would be easier on what is left 
fleeted in a decision to ban alt of your national pride if they raged 

British teams from visiting Belgium and hurled insults at you. 

unless the clubs can guarantee gij down, and offer 

there will be no violence. words of comfort and understand* 

Huge newspaper headlines mg, like a family doctor, asking: 

branded our soccer supporters: "Where does it hurt?" 


That makes it worse. For it 
shows up even more strikingly 
what a rag-bag we have become. 

In the words of Belgian interior 
minister Chadbs-Ferdinand Noth- 
omb, announcing the ban; "As long 
as no measures are taken to insure 
against such horrible things hap¬ 
pening. no British club will be 
allowed to play here." 

Defending the Befman police. 
Nothomb said they hacTto be "ever¬ 
ywhere - at Ostend harbour^ aTthe 













airport, arid in the town where there 
was a very (ar^ demonstration of 
stupid violence." 

The Belgian newspaper Le Soir 
blamed the "insufficient and bad 
organisation" of the police, and the 
behaviour of the English fans for 
the collapse of the w'alt in the 
country's national stadium at Hey- 
sel. 

One wonders if it is a question 
that will fill the minds of the fans of 
Juventus and Liverpool who made 
the long journey to Brussels 

All night long they sat alongside 
each other in the city's bars and 
clubs, in that shell-shocked silent 
brooding that overcomes soldiers 
returning from the taattlefront. 

When their turns came to be 
herded on to buses and trains, they 
went quietly, leaving behind 


1,200,000 people who will never 
be the same again. 

In the greasy emptiness of the 
stadium a olack, yellow and red flag 
of Belgium flew at half-mast on top 
of the concrete wall where the 
supporters died The wall runs 
down the terraces and it was the 
bottom 15 to 20 feet that toppled. 
There, in the sunshine, soifieone 
had placed two sprays of flowers 

All around lay a shambles of 
desolation: yard of distorted metal 
poles and ripped-up wire fencing: 
piles of rubbish and thousands and 
thousands of beer bottles and cans 

In the brooding silence, the 
scraping of workers beginning a 
clear-up they reckon will take a 
week sent mundane and hopeless 
echoes around the terraces. 


the saddest sight was two 
groundsmen on a truck, taking 
down large boards, proclaiming in 
big red letters: "Liverpool." It was 
put up to draw the supporters to 
that end 

It was the finality of the moment, 
and they dropped them into the 
back of the truck, and the name of a 
soccer legend disappeared. 

A dribble of next-of-kin filed into 
the morgue at the Military Hospital 
on a journey of wretched confirma¬ 
tion and King Baudoin's sister-in- 
'law, the Italianborn Princess Paula, 
slipped into an intensive car unit to 
visit the crushed Italian fans. 

The people are shocked and 
astonished by events British fans 
were to blame, they had no doubt. 

But somehow they still managed 
to greet us as friends 












MOURNING IN TURIN 


From Vivienne Heston 


HERE there would have been 
waving banners there were 
flags at half-mast In the mam 
.,quare where thousands would 
have been cheering there were 
groups of fearful people awaiting 
news.of their loved one 

Turin, which had been geared vp 
for one of those all Italian, car 
honking, bands playing, wine drink 
mg fiestas, was a subdued sober 
and saddened city m mourning 

For three decades this northern 
Italian town, passionately m love 
with soccer, has dreamed of win 
rung the European Cup 

But on the day after what some 
Italian newspapers dubbed the 
Brussels Massacre there could be 
no re/oicing. 

The mood of most citizens was 
expressed by Juventus supporter 
Ugo Fabbri who said after he re 
turned from Brussels 
"The European Cup is a cursed 
trophy After so many failures we 
have finally won it but now it is co¬ 
vered m blood " 



DISGRACED... A Liverpool sup¬ 
porter hides hla face on his return 
to England 


Immediately after the victory 
against Liverpool a few thousand 
fans turned out on city centre 
streets to celebrate 

They were bitterly rebuked by 
Mayor Signor Giorgio Cardetti who 
said 

"Any kind of celebration is absurd 
ff there are still any who want to 
celebrate then we all have a lot to 
learn " 

Few of the Juventus team, who 
flew m to a sombre reception by a 
group of about 50 silent fans, would 
disagree 

Club president Signor Ciampiero 
Bohiperti raised the cup for a few 
pictures at the airport and said 

"It's a valid trophy deserved 
through play Let's not talk of what 
happened before 

But players, like French star 
Michel Platini who scored the only 
goal of the match with a penalty, re 
fused to go along with any sort of 
celebration " 

"It IS a sad moment, 'said Platini 

The tragedy began to get through 
even to the ardent few who had 
been celebrating when they re 
turned to the headquarters of the 
biggest of Juventus supporters 
dubs in the Via Bogino 

It had been turned into an cmer 
qency centre for anxious relatives 
trying to get news of their loved 
ones who had gone to the. Cup Final 

One weeping mother said she 
w.is waiting for a telephone call 
'which will determine whether I live 
or die 

Later hundreds of parents waited 
all afternoon in the centra! Ptzra 
Casteho to watch the football buses 
return to see if the sonsor husbands 
or daughters would arrive home un 
harmed 

By then they knew that two of the 
dead were from Turin and the other 
30 Italians who were killed came 
from all over the country which frpm 
Sicily to the Alps, shared the city 's 
grief 

There was anger too 

Some newspapers had branded 
the British as barbastic killers and 
youths burned Union Jacks as they 
marched on the British Trade Centre 
in Turin where they were turned 
back by the sight of the not sguad 
standing guard 


But most Italians knew Britain 
shared their sorrow 

Much of the condemnation from 
returning fans, from soccer officials 
and from the Press was aimed at 
Belgian security forces tor letting 
the situation get out of hand 

"The Belgians were blind not to 
see what was happening long be¬ 
fore the match," said Signor Franco 
Nicolasi, Minister of Public Works 
who was at the game 

Italian anger was tempered, loo, 
by the knowledge that their own 
fans have histones of violence 

Rome daily II Messaggero. said 
"We have witnessed the viciousness 
and violence of the English fans but 
we also watched oiu own boys 
throw bottles and tear down fences 

"Is one worse than the other'^" 
And Turin's own paper, La Stampa, 
lecorded the city's sorrow, not its 
anger, saying "Theie were no 
winners on the night We all lost 
something ' 

England may 
be barred too 

M rs THATCHER wants the 
Football Association to ban 
ALL English clubs from European 
competitions for the next two 
years 

The Prime Minister of England is 
urging an early decision to spare 
both them and the nation the 
further humiliation of being booted 
out. *■ 

Mrs Thatcher has summoned FA 
chairman Bert Millichip and Secre¬ 
tary Ted Croker to hear her hard¬ 
line message at first hand. 

Both men were flying back from 
Mexico, where they have been 
accompanying the England squad. 

And they dropped the broadeast 
hint that, not only would they order 
a club ban, but the England team 
could also be barred from Europe. 

"It could be that we decide not to 
take in part European football at 
any level, "said Mr. Millichip. 

The crackdown must also put in 
question England's participation for 
the World Cup in Mexico next year. 

The Government is to give 
£250,000 to an Italian disaster 
fund. 
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THE HAND OF FRIENDSHIP... This heart-warming picture brings a rap of hope amid the horror of the 
Brussels bloodbath. A Liverpool supporter puts his arm around a Juuentusfan, as they gaze at the scene of 
change 


Liverpool lost its pride 


N o ONE who IS not from this 
stunned and silent city can truly 
grasp Liverpool s enormous depth 
ot shame 

He can only look on offer made 
quate sympathy and pray that time 
will ease the pain and perhaps bring 
forgiveness 

For the shame is total, all pervad¬ 
ing It envelopes everything and 
everyone 

Liverpool stands naked and alone, 
robbed of its last treasured posses¬ 
sion - pride 

For even when the going was at 
Its very hardest, this city, if it had 
nothing else, always had that 

Pride and football Football and 
pride You could not separate them 
You might not have a |ob but you 
did have your team, be it red shifted 
or blue 

Yet today, because of the un¬ 
speakable events in Brussels, there 
IS nothing 

Liverpool lost its pride on the 
twisted fire-blistered terraces of 
the once-splendid Heyset Stadium 

Events which no one believed 
could happen did happen, and 
Bntain's slim reserves of respect in 

sraeTswEticjuMta-is less 

t 


Europe and the world are now 
pathetically overdrawn 

In just a few hours of madness, 
Liverpool which boasted the best 
behaved supporters in Britain, lost 
that credibility and will now be re¬ 
membered for the wickedness of 
the few 


A BAN on the six English clubs 
who have qualified for Euro¬ 
pean competition next season 
would cost them dearly 

The teams are Everton, 
Manchester United Liverpool Tot¬ 
tenham, Southampton and Nor¬ 
wich 

A ban would cost United with 
their huge following, around 
£250,000 per match in receipts, 
advertising and television fees 

And for Norwich the figure would 
be around £90,000 a game 
The manager who piloted Nor¬ 
wich to First-time European foot¬ 
ball qualification next season, said 
' I have been saying for years that 
all away supporters should be 
banned - and I wouldn't want our 
fans in Europe because of the 
danger to their own safety." 


For, make no mistake, wicked¬ 
ness reigned on those tainted ter¬ 
races and no one in Liverpool at¬ 
tempts to deny that 

Liverpool knows it must bear 
much of the responsibility and its 
citizens are united in shame 
That and grief, very genuine gnef 
for the Italians who died so cruelly 
and for their loved ones 
The people of Tunn bore the 
brunt of the carnage But as Liver¬ 
pool's Catholic Archbis shop Derek 
Warlock said In death of this kind 
there is no nationality 

Someone left a posy of flowers 
on the door step of an Italian res¬ 
taurant, the Casa Italia,- in Stanley 
Street The note said 'Words are 
not enough to describe how I feel 
And the scarves and banners 
which they would have worn or 
raised in welcome for their heroes 
win or lose, were folded up and put 
away for, God alone knows, how 
long 

In a corner shop a few hundred 
yards from the Anheld stadium, the 
man at the counter said The 
people who did those terrible 
things were animals - there is no 
other words to describe them - and 
they have destroyed this city 
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CHUNIGOSWAMI 


India lacks penetration 


««w OU played 
T the game 
well but we had 
the luck to win it," 
said Chum Gosw- 
ami to Hakim, the 
Salgaocar coach, after Mohun 
Bagan had scored a lucky victory in 
the tie breaker to entei the Federa 
tion Cup finals 

Chum Goswami, the former India 
soccer star who served Mohan 
Bagan exceptionally well as a 
forward was in Bangalore to wit 
ness the second leg semifinal 
between Mohan Bagan and Salgao 
car in the Federation Cup Football 
tournament Goswami who is a Sr 
Officer at State Bank of India is also 
the secretary of the Mohan Bagan 
Athletic Club 

Q How IS the Mohun Bagan side 
at present? 

A The recent transfers in Calcut¬ 
ta soccer have affected oar side a 
bit as we hove lost some of our key 
playeis to East Bengal Of course 
we still have some star players with 
us but players like Bidesh Bose and 
Shamal Banerjee are getting slight¬ 
ly old 

We lost to JCT in the Sait Nagjee 
Tournament at Calicut but the boys 
seem to be doing well at the 
moment I don t know how the 
team will take shape in the course 
of time but I can assure you that the 
boys have the interests of the club 
at heart and will work hard to main 
tain our reputation 

It does not matter which side has 
the best players but it matters a lot 
which side has the best combina 
tion From this point of view I am 
happv to know that our boys are 
beginning to combine well 

Q How will you rate the Salgao¬ 
car team and how will you assess 
the progress made by the Goans 
over the years? 

A Salgaocar are a young side a 
fit side indeed The boys are talent¬ 
ed, energetic, very enthusiastic and 
what IS really important is that they 
are always eager to work hard 

Football today is meant for 
younger people who can sustain 
the progress of a team over a long 
period A player must be perfectly 
fit to perform well in modern foot 
ball Salgaocar have good coaches 
to guide the youngsters on proper 
lines 

Regarding Goa s progress in the 
game over the years I can definitely 
say that Goa has made tremendous 



progress in national football I will 
never forget Goa's performance in 
the 1983 Nationals at Calcutta 
where they held Bengal to a goal¬ 
less draw in the final despite a 
replay and extra time Goa has been 
doing well in the nationals in recent 
years but I cannot understand why 
they failed this time 
Goa s tamed clubs like Vasco, 
Salgaocar and Dempo have won 
some major tournaments over the 
years to keep Goa's flag flying high 
in national football 



Chimi special praise for Brah- 
inanand 


Like Goa Punjab has also maae a 
remarkable progress in the game 
But while the Goans are better 
skilled and play a clean game the 
Punjabis are tougher and play in 
their own style of hit and run 
Punjab have also achieved a lot in 
Indian football 

Q Why IS It that only a few 
Goans are able to find places in the 
Indian team? 

A Personality I feet that the 
Goans always play well as a team 
but as far as individual brilliance is 
concerned only a few Goans merit 
selection in the Indian team 

In recent years Goans have been 
getting offers from leading Calcutta 
sides but barring Francis D'Souza 
none have performed outstand¬ 
ingly They should come up in dif¬ 
ferent conditions and accept all 
sorts of challenges. 

Sometime back Francis was real¬ 
ly a lovely ball player and a Ipvety 
shooter In the past Goans like 
Franco and Nevrie D'Souza had 
served Bombay teams like Tata's 


exceptionally well. Goans are basi¬ 
cally good footballers and they 
behave well both on and off the 
field 

CL Is Atanu Bhattacharya a better 
goalkeeper than Brahmanand? 

A: I will say that there is little to 
choose between Brahmanand, 
Atanu and Bhaskar Ganguli They 
are equally good 

I have special praise for Brah¬ 
manand in particular because about 
three years ago his hand was frac¬ 
tured and yet he showed the cour¬ 
age and will power to stage a 
comeback to the game A goal¬ 
keeper must have experience and 
courage to consistently do well 
Brahmanand has managed to keep 
himself fitfor a long time 

Q' Do you think that there has 
been a decline in the standard of 
Indian football at present? Was the 
standard better during your days? 

A. I feel that the standard has 
declined a bit at present Other 
Asian countries have made a signi¬ 
ficant advance in the game The 
scoring ability of an Indian forward 
during my time was definitely 
better than that of a present for¬ 
ward 

Today we don t see forwards of 
the calibre of Venkatesh, Balaram 
P K Banerjee, Damodaran etc to 
mention a few I am happy that 
many considered me as good for 
ward 

If India wants to do well in inter¬ 
national football we need to have 
penetrative forwards with accurate 
finishing Today we also don t have 
a defender like Jarnail Singh and a 
goalkeeper like Peter Thangraj 

-AJITK. MOyE 
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Champions bite the dust 


N ational cha 

MPIONS Rajesh 
Sharma of Delhi 
(men) and Ruma 
Oey of West 
Bengal (women) 
bit the dust as two University 
youngsters, displaying excellent 
skill and temperament crowned th¬ 
emselves the new champs in the 
Federation Cup Archery tourna¬ 
ment held at Bangalore last week 

International Abhinav Gupta, the 
21-year-old Delhi University lad hit 
the top spot in two events: (90 and 
70 metres) and picked up two 
silvers to emerge the men’s cham¬ 
pion, while Meghalaya's pretty 
Matsiewdor War. a B. Sc. student 
from Shillong came up with an 
identical performance (two golds 
and two silvers) to steal the show 
among women 


■Reigning national cha^pioil S. 
Rajesh and Ruma, both finished th¬ 
ird in the overall standings. . 

The championship was the basis 
for selecting the Indian team for the 
Asia Cup to be held at Jakarta (In¬ 
donesia) in July and naturally ever¬ 
yone tried to give off their best 

But the first and final days of the 
four-day meet saw strong cross- 
winds effecting the performance of 
the archers. However Matsiewdor 
War picked up her sophisticated 
bow with supreme confidence and 
the moment she fired her arrows, it 
was evident that she would be trou¬ 
bling the best 

She led the field in the first round 
of the two distances (70 and 60 
meiies) with a tally of 503 with 
Smita Dutta Roy second on 480 
and Ruma Dev on 430. War had th¬ 


ree golds (bull's eye) in the 60 
metres, 

Abhinav Gupta did likewise in the 
men’s section, forging ahead of Ra¬ 
jesh Sharma with 477 points, 
which included seven 'golds’ in the 
70 metres. Sharma had 446 with 
Soumen Das breathing down his 
neck on 443. 

Weather conditions improved on 
the second day when the first FITA 
(Federation International Target Ar¬ 
chery) round ended with the 50 and 
30 metres events. 

Once again, Gupta and War 
stood out to maintain the lead. The 
position remained the same overall 
in the men's section but among wo¬ 
men, Ruma Dey, dogged by bad 
luck slid to third position as Rashmi 
Mishra of Delhi with an excellent 
showing in the 30 metres moved 
up. 

Rashmi tied with Basanti Devi of 
Manipur in the 30 metres with 302 
points but Basanti took the top spot 
with more golds' (nine against six). 

The men’s 50 metres was a keen 
affair with Rajesh Sharma coming 
into his own. Both, Soumen Das 
and Abhinav fired 13 golds apiecef 
in this exciting event. 

The spotlight never left Abhinav 
and Matsiewdor on the third day al¬ 
so. They remained on top, with 
Gupta topping in both the 90 and 
70 metres. Sanjeev Singh of UP, 
however, made his presence felt in 
a big way by finishing second in 
both the events with five golds trt 
each. 

Though she stayed ahead in the 
overall position. Matsiewdor had a 
setback in the 70 metres, losing by 
just five points to Smita Dutta Roy 
(435-440). But in the evening, shi 
displayed a lot of grit and skill to 
pick up the 60 metres event, 15 
points (519-504) separating her 
from Smita In the overall standings 
Ruma Dey came back into the third 
spot. 

The final day saw Matsiewdor 
winning the 50 metres and finish¬ 
ing second in the 30. to emerge 
champion while Gupta bagged two 
silvers’ to hit the top spot among 
men. 

Rajesh Sharma took the men's 
50 metres with Smita picking up 
the women's 30 metres. In the 
overall standing, however, UP's 
Sanjeev Singh took the second 
place followed by Rajesh Sharma 
and Soumen Das, while Ruma Dey 
finished third among women. 



Matsiewdor War...B6ngal monopoly broken. INSET: Abhinav 
Gupta...conslstent show 
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The most 


I T IS evident that the club mem¬ 
bers, those with voting rights, of 
the Bangalore Turf Club are either 
indifferent to the manner in which 
the sport is conducted at that 
centre or they are convinced that 
those in power have a stranglehold 
over the votes and it would be futile 
to attempt to dislodge them 

That IS the only conclusion which 
one can draw from the fact that the 
most damning indictment of the 
stewards of a race club which has 
ever been made by an official body 
in the 200 and more years that 
racing has been an organised sport 
in this country has not even created 
a ripple of discontent and things 
remain unchanged while the old 
order continues 

Following complaints from 
members of the betting public the 
assistant commissioner of police, 
M B. Jayaram was placed in charge 
of an inquiry into the stewards 
decision to revise the judge s plac 
ings of Red Justice (Nerredu up) 
first and Lady Myrtle (Shinde-up) 
second in the upper division of the 
1,200 metres Chamarajanagar 
Plate on November 25, 1984, fol¬ 
lowing an inquiry initiated by the 
stewards themselves and the deci¬ 
sion to revise the judge's placings 
of Certain Smile (Warrensingh up) 
first and Goverdhan (Dustagir up) 
second in the upper division of the 
1,200 metres Linganamakki Plate 
on February 2, 1985 which fol¬ 
lowed an objection for crossing by 
Narredu against Warrensingh 

The police inquiry has estao- 
lished prima facie cases of cheating 
against some BTC stewards The 
report has been forwarded to the 
state government but the police 
say that a prosecution cannot be 
launched against the stewards be¬ 
cause of lack of evidence as "no 
one IS coming forward to give evi¬ 
dence regarding the wrongful gam 
made by the stewards even though 
there was loud talk in the public 
that the stewards had placed bets 
on the horses (apparently those 
who had been awarded the races in 
the std Justice had beaten Lady 
Myrtle by one and a quarter lengths 
an inquiry into the running of the 
race was ordered by Ramakrishna 
Rao, the chairman and senior ste¬ 
ward of the BTC, on the ground that 
Red Justice had obstructed Lady 
Myrtle 

The report stresses that neither 
Shinde, the rider of Lady Myrtle, nor 
India's biggest and most successful 
trainer, R R, Byramji,*who saddled 
her, had thought it fit to raise an 
objection 

The report further states that 
both the concerned jockeys were 


damning 

indictment 

interrogated and Shinde maintain¬ 
ed that he was in no way hampered 
by Red Justice To persistent ques¬ 
tions by the stewards Shinde repor¬ 
tedly stated, "If Narredu had not 
shifted out he could h^ve won the 
race by three lengths.'" Shinde is 
reported to have responded to 
pointed leading questions" by say¬ 
ing. "As Narredu was shifting 
neither could he check his mount 
not make the running from inside 
as It would result m losing five to six 
lengths in the crucial stages of the 
last 100 inetres from the winning 
post ’ _ 



The stipendiary stewards were 
satisfied that the shifting out of Red 
Justice had not affected the 
chances of Lady Myrtle. The ste¬ 
wards, following an in-camera dis¬ 
cussion, decided by a five-two 
majority to reverse the placing and 
declare Lady Myrtle the winner 
This was despite an admission by 
Byramji that Lady Myrtle had been 
fairly beaten by Red Justice. 

In the Linganamakki Plate, Cer¬ 
tain Smile had won by one length 
from Goverdhan following a start- 
to-finish effort. Dustagir raised an 
objection for crossing against War¬ 
rensingh The stipendiary stewards 
felt that there was no substance in 
the objection and it was their view 
that Goverdhan had caused inter¬ 
ference to Breeze, another runner in 
the race. Only four of the nine ste¬ 
wards were present When the 
chairman called for a vote, K.S 
Prasad and V Venugopal Naidu 
voted for the objection being over¬ 
ruled whereas Ramakrishna Rao 
and D Kumar Siddanna voted 
to uphold the objection Rama¬ 
krishna Rao, in his capacity as 
chairman, used his casting vote and 
the objection was upheld and 
Goverdhan, who opened at 8 to 1 
and was backed down to 5 to 4 in 
the ring, was awarded the race. 


in the course of the discus|iont. 
steward Naidu made an observa¬ 
tion that if any steward had placed 
bets on the lace they should not 
participate in the inquiry The police 
report says, "Ignoring vital facts 
that would go against the decision 
of casting the second vote by the 
chairman shows the compulsiven¬ 
ess to decide in favour of Goverd 
han The suppression of such vital 
facts IS without precedent and pre¬ 
cept and far away from the related 
prelude, which shows the dishori 
est intentions on the part of the two 
stewards Ramakrishna Rao and 
Kumar Siddanna to,defraud and to 
cause wrongful gain and wrongful 
loss to the deserving and undeserv 
ing bookmakers, horse owners, and 
the actual betters by a fraudulent 
deal in the shape of the stewards 
inquiry " 

The report has recommended to 
the state government that horsr- 
owners should be banned from be 
coming stewards and that both ste 
wards and members of the manag 
ing committee of the BTC shouirl 
not be permitted to bet on horses 

The only reaction to this damning 
indictment has come from D 
Kumar Siddanna, the immediate 
past president of the BTC who 
raised a hue and cry when he was 
prevented from being re-elected 
chairman by an edict of the state 
government disqualifying race 
horse owners from holding that 
jiost He accuses the police of being 
biased and points out that the 
assistant commissioner has limited 
knowledge of racing and is not qua 
lified to pass judgement on racing 
matters. 

He goes on to say. "As far as I am 
concerned the video tapes can be 
shown to any knowledgeable rac¬ 
ing authority anywhere in the worijl 
to establish that the stewards' decT 
sions were right. This cannot be 
done by laymen who know nothing 
about racing." 

This column wonders if Kumar 
Siddanna fully understands the im 
plications of his statement The sti 
pendiary stewards, who are the 
same gentlemen who were in office 
when he was chairman, ruled 
against, disturbing the judge's plac 
ings in both cases 

If Kumar Siddanna's assertion is 
right they are not knowledgeable 
and must be clubbed with ' layman 
who know nothing about racing" In 
that case why have they not been 
summarily dismissed, or to go one 
logical step further, why were they 
ever employed in the first placed 

ANSWER : Dom Budge 
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By R.B. Sapre 


T he HUNGARIAN GNI Josef 
Pinter topped an International 
Tournament (Category 11) m 
Copenhagen ahead of veteran 
Danish GM Bent Larsen and former 
world champion Vassily Smyslov 
of USSR. 

Iceland's IM Helgi Olafsson and 
Denmark's IM Curt Hansen com¬ 
pleted their final GM norms in this 
event. 

This game is important for the 
theory of the Classical Variation of 
King's Indian Defence. 

PINTER-MORTENSEN 

1. d4, Nf6 2. c4, g6 3. Nc3, Bg7 4. 
e4, d6 5. Nf3, 00 6. Be2, e5 7. 00, 
Nc6 8. d5, Ne7 9. Nel, Nd7 10. f3, 
f5 11. g4, Nf6 12. Nd3, c6 13. Be3, 
KhB, 14. h3, b5?l 15. Nb4l, bxc4 
16, Nxc6, Nxc6 17. dxc6, Be6 18. 
Qa4, fxe4 19. fxe4, d5 20. Bc5!, 
d47i 21. BxfB, BxfB 22. c7l, Qe7 23 
Qc6, RcB 24 Nd5, Nxd5 25. exd5, 
Bd7 26. Qxc4, Bh6 27. Kg2, Be3 
28. b4!, e4 29. Qc6l, Qxc5 30. 
bxc5, d3 31. Rf7, Bb5 32. d6, Bg5 
33. h4! Bxh4 34, g5!, 1-0 

10.f3) 10.Be3. f5 11 .f3, f4 leads 
to a highly exciting battle on oppo¬ 
site wings. Black setting up a pawn 


roller on the King side and White 
trying to breakthrough on the 
Queen's flank. 

11 ...Nf6) Zarubin-Kupreichik. 
USSR 1982: 11...h6 12. h4, Kh8 
13. Bo3, Nf6 14. Nd3, c5 15. Kg2, 
a616. Rb1,b5 

17. b4, bxc4 18. Nf2, cxb4 19. 
Rxb4, Bd7 20. Bb6(1-0,42|. 

12. Nd3) Kurs Dyebutov' and 
MCO mention: 12. Ng2, c6 13. Rbl, 
cxd5 14.cxd5, Bd7 15. Bd2, Rcfl 
with equality 

15 Nb4i) A game between the 
same players, Helsinki 1983, was 
also won by Pinter with 15.c5: it 
went; 15.. cxd5 16 cxd6, Nc6 17 
exd5, Nd4 18. f4, Nxe2ch 19. Qxe2, 
e4 20. Ne5, fxg4 21. Bc5l, Nd7 22 
Bd4. g5 23 Qxe4, Nf6 24. Qe3, 
gxf4 25. Qxf4 b4 26. Ne4, Kg8 27. 
Nc6, Nxd5 28. Qd2, Rxfich 29. 
Rxfl, Bxd4ch 30. Khll, QeB 31. 
Qg5ch, Kh8 32 Qxd5. Bg7 33. 
Ng5, Bb7 34. Nf7ch, kgS 35, d7l, 
Qe2 36, Nh6ch, KhB 37 QgSchl, 
1—0 

18...fxe4) Necessary to be able to 
play.. d5; if 18...d5? 19. g5, Ne8 20 
exd5, Bxd5 21. Radi etc. wins. 

20. Bc5l,) This practically forces 
Black to give up the exchange, for 
after 20. Re8 White can sacrifice 
the exchange to get connected 
passed Pawns, i.e 21. Rxf6i, Bxf6 
22, exd5 (22..Bxd5? 23. Radi 
wins) 

22 c7') This flimsy-looking 

passed Pawn is causing Black grea» 


trouble. Black cannot take it as the 
Queen has to support the Knight. 
White makes it more dangerous 
with some forcing moves. 

25.. .Bd7) If 25...Bg8 (or 25...Bf7 
26. d6 wins) 26. RxfSI, Qxf8 27. d6 
etc. wins. 

28. b4l) An imaginative way of 
exchanging Queens. Another Pawn 
joins the queening aspirants. 

30. .d3) 30...Rxc7 would also be 
replied by 31 Rf7, d3 32. c6, 

32.. .Bg5) Trying to guard d8 
against White's threat d7. 

34. g5l) If 34...Bxg5 35 Bg4 
wins, if 34...dxe2 35- d7, Bxd7 36. 
Rxd7, elQ 37 Rxel, Bxel 38. 
RdBch wins. 

ENDGAME 



White to play and win 



T he insinitudes of this "3NT'' 
contract from the Summer 
Nationals were a treat to watch: 
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Unless declarer is inspired to play 
for an anti-percentage drop of the 
heart queen the contract can not 
make even with the normal openirig 
lead of 8.iow diamond. However, in 
the finals of the Agarwala, Ambrish 


Parikh found the tiambo/ant open¬ 
ing lead of the SJ 

Declarer ran the spade knave to 
his queen and took the losing fin¬ 
esse in hearts, The diamond four 
came back and declarer, anxious to 
keep North out of the lead, tried a 
finesse of his queen 

With a diamond continuation de¬ 
clarer would not have had a dog's 
chance and in fact seemed headed* 
for a two-trick set but Ambrish had 
fallen in love with his own opening 


By Jimmy Mehta 


lead. He tried a cunning eight of 
spades! 

Time stood still as Gupta sweat¬ 
ed over that spade eight A right 
guess and a hopeless contract 


would come home to roost, a 
wrong one and a three-trick sot 
was booked 

Gupta broke the pin-drop silence 
with a call for dummy's K, brilliantly 
outwitting that deceptive opening 
lead. All he now had to do was 
knock out the club ace and claim 
his gifted nine tricks before the de¬ 
fenders' spades could get untan¬ 
gled 

But It was Gupta's turn to nod. He 
started running his hearts giving 
Ambrish one more chance to make 
amends. This time Ambrish was 
awake. Grabbing his last chance he 
discarded his spade ace on the run 
of the hearts and made the way 
clear for Choksi's 107. The Agar¬ 
wala winners prevailed with two 
spades, a diamond, a heart and a 
club. 

Ambrish and Chbkst won the 
event with a match* to spare giving 
Choksi, the one time Jonah of In¬ 
dian bridge, his first and long de¬ 
served major National win. 
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Pen Fneficis Comer 


P S Babu,2S 
P B No 6454, 

Ruwi, Muscat, 

Oman 

Sport, driving, writing 
V. Hans Abdulla, 27 
P B No 6454, 

Ruwi, Muscat. 

Oman 

Philately, driving, reading 

Ms Susan George, 23 
Staff Nurse 
P B No 6454, 

Ruwi, Muscat Oman 
Reading, Philately, driving sport 

C.K. Usman Kutty, 30 
PB No 7561.Muttrah 
Muscat 

Writing, reading 

Chandrahas R Ooosekar, 
Dharwa, Tivim 
Bardez, Goa, 

Reading, Cricket cycling 

Ms Purba Bhattacharya, 18 

206 A Rash Behan Avenue 

Calcutta-700 029 

Reading, music, swimming cycling 

Rameah Kunder, 28 

Oriental Power, 

Narang House 
Shivaji Maharaj Marg, 

Bombay-400 039 
Travelling, movies, penpals 

Miss Sharbani Dasgupta, 16 
179/4 Nagendra Nath Road, 

Dum Oum, 

Calcutta-700 028 
Penpals, music, dance 

HanshG Nasnodkar, 20 

88 Gaunswada, 

Mapusa-Goa 403 507 
Music, philately, sports 

Chinna, 23 

45 K D Flats, 

Kadma, 

Jamshedpur-831 005 
Penpals 

Sanjeeva Uniyal, 20 

C/9,0 NGC Colony 
PO Sabarmati, 

Ahmedabad 380 005 
Penpals 

Sanjib Bose 

Hotel Zuari, 


1 Who 1 $ the author of the book. 
Heroes and Contemporaries'? 

2 Who was the manageress of 
the Australian women s cricket 
team that visited India in 
1984? 

3 What IS the birth place of Jeff 
Du|on? 

4 How many runs did Clive Lloyd 
score in his first Test series 
against India? 

5 Who was the first cricketer to 
score a century and take 5 
wickets in a Test innings? 

6 When was the International Ice 


Vasco-Da-Gama, 

GO8-403 802 

Travelling, music, movies, dancing, 
sport 

O Jayaram,28 

PB No 3215, 

Dammam31471, 

Saudi Arabia 
Reading sports, dancing 

Miss Nigar Sultana Saiyed, 14 

14/10 Jawahar Nagar, 

Goregaon (West). 

Bombay-400 062 

Music penpals circket, philately 

Miss Shamita Ghosh, 15 

D-1 /101, Jumbo Darshan Society. 

Andheri (E) 

Bombay-69 

Painting, reading, music, cricket, 
badminton 

Mohd Shamshad Khan 

98/204 Beconganj 
Kanpur-208 001 
Philately, electronics 

Sanjeev Sharma, 20 

B-4, P 0 Kasturinagar 
Dist Gandhi Nagar 
Gujarat 

Sports art, reading photography, 
music 

Aftab Husain Kola, 19 
69 Sultan Street 
BaituI, Aftab, 

Bhatal-Karnataka 
Cricket, reading 

Bruno Pinto. 23 

PO Box 1952, 

Sharjah, 

U AE 

Music, cricket, reading 

Suresh Kumar Nair, 19 
R No 3547 ACC Engg Institute, 
Kymore Madhya Pradesh-483 
880 

Coins sports 

Ms Suparna Nag, 18 

392, Jodhpur Park, 

Calcutta-700 068 

Music, sports, reading, movies 

G Subramaniyam, 19 
Qr No 2342. 

Wright Town 
Jabalpur (MP) 

Cricket, table tennis 


R.P.Parkhedluir,18 

VJT.I Hostel, 

(Engineering College), 

Near Five garden, 

Matunga, Bombay-19 
Badminton, penfriends, reading, 
travelling 

Vikas Bardia 

Road No 3, House No 12, 

Punjabi Bagh, 

New Delhi 

Cricket, badminton, readingk, 
music, travelling 

35 Boys and girls from a secon¬ 
dary 

school in South Africa would like to 
make Penfriends in India and else¬ 
where * 

Their hobbies range from music to 
Sports to academic and technical 
subjects Those interested should 
write to 

R. Mohamad (Teacher) 

PO Box900, 

Lenasia-1820, 

South Africa 

Rajendra Amosah, 19 

C/o J B Amosah, 

Box 192. 

Cape Coast, 

Ghana 

Swimming, badminton music, 
dancing 

Amita Cheesco, 21 
C/o Henry Amosah, 

Box 279, C C Ghana, 

Karate, dancing, music, reading, 

T.P. Mohamed All, 25 
Post Box No 9595 
Al Gussais, Oubai, 

U AE 

Photography, music cricket 

Zia,30 
Fairdeal' 

PB 27584, 

Bahia Sultanate of Oman 

Cricket, travelling, music, movies, 

photography 

Pat Soomair, 21 

22 BalentyneRoad, > 

F ive Rivers, 

Aronca, 

T rinidad (West Indies) 

Reading, view cards, travelling, 
music 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


Hockey Federation formed? 

7 Great Britain has once won the 
Olympic gold medal for Ice 
hockey When was it? 

8 What was the venue of the 2nd 
World TT Championship and 
who won It? 

9 Who IS the youngest player to 
win the World Open Cham¬ 


pionship or squash? 

10 Which team won the Football 
Association Challenge Cup in 
1983? 

ANSWERS 
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ACROSS 

1 Radio commentator Singh as 
Wasim and Ramee^? (5) 

5 The Rodney Marsh unit of heat? 
i5) 

7 Great leader Hutton batting? (5) 

8 Leonard Hutton if from England, 
Donald Bradman if from Austra¬ 


lia, Garfield Sobers if from West 
Indies (3) 

9 Mar(cs Richardson? (3) 

11 Ira turns into Ma Bueno (6) 

13 Let's hope Sandeep Patil won't 
in the event of a second offer to 
act (5) 

14 The footballer's is in his boots 
as his shot looks, and yet 
doesn t look, like landing in goal 
15) 

DOWN 

1 Who but this Kangaroo could 
have repeated 'n 1969, after a 
gap of seven years, his 1962 
feat of performing the Grand 
Slam (3 5) 

2 Either Bracewell or Reid in the 
New 7ealand team (4) 

3 The one who beat Hie Nastase 
4-6, 6 3, 6-3 4-6, 7-5 to win 
Wimbledon in 1972 (4 5) 

4 Around her —, it should be 


ysE!anQE!i 





aBSOiSQlIimEl 

mam 



worth watching a shapely' wo¬ 
man cricketer being bowled! (4) 

6 Princess of Tennis? (8) 

10 Feet of — suggest, not a boxer 
easily knocked out, but one 
standing extra firm (4) 

12 Swinger whose 'movement 
was once worth viewing on TV 
(4) 


Q If a bowler takes wickets 
off 5th, and 6th ball, is he allowed 
to bowl a extra balls, to complete 
his hat-trick? 

-Shabbir Poonawala, 
Ahmedabad 

A No, the bowler is not allowed 
to bowl an extra ball If the bow'er 
takes a third wicket with the first 
ball of the next consecutive over 
then It IS counted as a hat trick for 
the bowler 

Q How many runs did Ravi 
Shastn score on his Test debut? 
What IS Kapil Dev's birth-date 
and what is his highest score in 
Tests? 

-Russel Crasto, 
Walkeshwar 

A Ravi Shastn scored 3 in the 
first innings and 19 in the second 
He came in to bat at no 10 

Kapil Dev - 6th January 1959 
Kapil's highest score in Tests is 
126 not out against West Indies at 
Delhi in the 5th Test of the 
1978-79 series 

Q When and where was Sa- 
danand Vishwanath born? How 
many runs did Mohinder Amar- 
nath score on his debut? 

"Clyde Crasto, 
Walkeshwar. 

A Sadanand Vishwanath was 
born on 29-11-62, at Bangalore 
Mohinder Amarnath scored 16 not 
out and 0 in his first Test match 

Q. What is the Test record of 
Sydney Barnes? 

-Dean Dweltz, 
Bycuila. 

A. Borns played '27 Tests, 
bowled 7,873 bails, gave away 


3106 runs and took 189 wickets 
at an .iverage of 16 43 He has ta 
ken b WKts in an innint,& 24 times 
and 10 WK knts in a match 7 times 

Q What are the full names of 
the following cricketers - R J 
Shastn D 8 Vengsarkar A D 
Gaekwad N S Yadav, R M H 
Bmny S M H Kirmani. ana S 
IVtadan I al? 

Mubarak K A 
Kurla (W) 

A '"ht* full names of th<* above 


QUESTION 

BOX 


mentioned t ricketers are as follows 
- Pavishankar Jayditfi Shastn Dilip 
Balwant Vengsarkar Anshuman 
Dattajiijo Gaekwad Shivlal Nand 
lal Yadav Roger Michael Humphrey 
Binny Syed Mujtaba Hussain Kir 
mani, and Madan Lal Udhouram 
Sharma 

Q Old G R Viswanath com¬ 
plete 1000 runs in Test cricket in 
a calender year? If yes, how 
many Tests did he play in that 
year and what was his average? 

"Jayprakash Mane, 
Aurangabad. 

A Yes, Viswanath has complet¬ 
ed 1000 runs in a calender year 
once It was in 1979. when he 
played 17 Tests and scored 1388 
runs, at an average of 60 34 He 
scored 5 centuries that year 

Q. What is the complete score- 
card of Prudential Cup final. 


1983, which India won by beat¬ 
ing West Indies? 

-Sanjay Chodankar, 
Goa 

A INDIA S Gavaskar c Oujon b 
Roberts 2, K Srikkanth Ibw Mar 
shall 38, M Amarnath b Holding 26, 
Y Sharma c (sub) b Gomes 11 S 
Fatil c Gomes b Garner 27 Kapil 
Dev c Holding b Gomes 15, K Azad 
c Garner b Roberts 0, R Bmny c 
Garner b Roberts 2 Madan Lal, b 
Marshall 17 S Kirmani b Holding 
11,8 Sandhu not out 11, Extras 20, 
Total 1 83 in 54 4 overs 

Fall of wickets 1 2, 2-59, 3 90, 
4 92,5-110 6-111 7 130 8-153, 
9-161 

Bowling Roberts 10-3-32 3 
Garner 12 4-21 1 Marshall 
11 1 24 2, Holding 9 4 2 26-2 
Gomes 11-1 -49-2, Richards 1 -0-8 
0 

WEST INDIES Greenidge b 
Sandhu 1, D Haynes c Bmny b Ma 
dan Lal 13, Richards c Kapil Dev b 
Madan Lal 33, Lloyd c Kapil Dev b 
Bmny 8, Gomes c Gavaskar b Ma 
dan Lal 5, Bacchus c Kirmani b 
Sandhu 8, Dujon b Amarnath ?b, 
Marshall c Gavaskar b Amarnath 
18, Roberts Ibw Kapil Dev 4 Garner 
not out 5, Holding Ibw Amarnath 6 
Extras 14, Total 140 m 52 overs 

Fall of wickets 1-5, 2-50 4 66 
5-66,6-76,7-119,8-124,9-126 

Bowling Kapil Dev 11-4-21-1 
Sandhu 9-1 -32-2, Madan Lal 12-2 
31-3, Bmny 10-2-23-1, Amarnath 
7-0-12-3, A/ad 3-0-7-0 

Umpires HD Bird and 8J 
Meyer 

Man of the Match Mohinder 
Amarnath 
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MAUAAG 


Lillee's remark 
raises eyebrows 

I N your issue of May 22-28,1 read 
a letter by Tom Alter protesting 
against some allegations made by 
Dennis Lillee in his book Over and 
Out* about Gavaskars batting re 
cords I am providing some statis 
tics which will support Tom s 
rebuttal of Lillee s statement 

Gavaskar has scored 4312 runs 
in Tests at home for an average of 
49 00 His record away from home 
is 4332 runs in 49 Tests at an 
average of 54 15 Thus it should be 
clear to all that Gavaskar has not 
received any undue advantage 
playing more Tests at home 

Greg Chappell with 4515 runs at 
home (54 39) and 2529 runs away 
(52 94) and Viv Richards 2077 
runs at home (56 13) and 3812 
runs away (52 94) are the two 
other leading batsmen who have 
been fairly consistent both at home 
and away 

Interestingly the sta’istics of the 
two Pakistani superstars Javed 
Miandad and Zaheer Abbas are re 
vealing Miandad has 2862 runs at 
home (77 35) and 2177 runs away 
(39 58) while Zaheer has sco.ed 
2440 runs at home (59 51) and 
2618 runs away (36 34) The home 
advantage is quite decisive in the 
case of these two batsmen 

And for that matter Lillee should 
have examined his own records 
before casting aspersions on the 
abilities of others Lillee has taken 
231 of his 355 wickets in Australia 
which IS 65 07% of his tally So 
Tom Alter was quite right in stating 
that Lillee has taken two thirds of 
his wickets on home grounds 

-Jeevan Gladson 
(Bombay 11) 

Malcolm Marshall 
stands tallest _ 

B B Mama in his statistical 
column (SW May 29 June 4) 
mentions that the West Indies have 
won 23 of their last 46 Tests 
which IS a remarkable achievement 
I would like to add that one man 
who has more influential than most 
in their last 16 wins is Malcolm 
Denzil Marshall 

Marshall has captured five wick 
els in an innings in nine of these 16 
Victories le from the Kanpur Test 
versus India in 1983 to iheir most 
recent victory over New Zealand at 
Kingston 

Marshall started his climb to the 
top after the 1983 Prudential Cup 



Before this he had only 55 wickets, 
from Tests (a strike rate of 3 23 
wickets per Test) But after the 
Prudential Cup he has captured 13 
wickets from only 23 Tests an 
amazing strike rate of 5 78 wickets 
per Test 

> Marshall s record after the series 
against New Zealand reads as 
follows 40 Tests for 188 wickets 
at a strike rate of 4 7 wickets per 
Test off 8870 balls If he continues 
at this rate Marshall will complete 
200 wickets from just 9436 deliv 
eries which would be 267 balls less 
than what Ian Botham the record 
holder took to achieve the same 
target 

-GaneshP Vaiier 
(Bombay-89) 

Not correct 

I N the Question Box column of 
your issue dated May 22 28 one 
of the answers provided states that 
Pakistan s highest score in Test 
cricket is 657 for eight declared 
versus Pakistan in 1957 58 This is 
not correct Pakistan s highest 
score IS 674 for six declared 
again ,t India at Faisalabad in 1984 
-T D Mukherjee 
(Varanasi) 

T D Mukherjee is right The 
error is regretted Ed 

Indian soccer 
at its nadir 

Indian footbalj has reached it 
nadir A ragged unimaginative at 
tack a weak fumbling defence and 
medios who have run out of ideas 
these are the outstanding features 
of the Indian team 

The sponsors are willing big 
money is being offered media 
coverage is assured the best 
coaches are available and the 
infrastructure for the sport is cer 
tainly much better than it was 20 
years ago Yet, what are the re 
suits? 

But the players are not the only 
ones who should be blamed for this 
state of affairs The AIFF too has 
had a significant role to play 
Agreed that our players are want¬ 
ing in skill stamina strategy and 
motivation But the real problem is 
in the organisation The AIFF 
makes unplanned participation in 
innumerable international tourna 
ments when we don t even have a 
proper national football calendar 


The Santosh Trophy played over 
a month is a fruitless exercise Inter 
zonal tournaments, arranged along 
the lines of the Duieep Trophy 
would be more beneficial 

Moreover it is time that the AIFF 
opted for professionalism if the 
standard of soccer is to be raised to 
international level The Indian foot 
bailers today are pseudo profes 
sionals They cling on to the 
Olympic ideal of not playing for 
money while actually disregarding 
It in practice This kind of hypocrisy 
has been detrimental to the sport 

The AIFF should leg^ise profes 
sionalism The organisational 
aspect of the game could then be 
handed by professional managers 
and commercial advisers This will 
also ensure that players are totally 
devoted to the game 

-Shilbhadra Oatta 
(Calcutta) 

MAM cancels 
Brussels trip 

M A M Ramaswamy s cancel 
lation of his trip to Brussels to 
meet the FIH Pirsidont Etienne 
Giltru h on June 8 on the plea that 
he would have been unaware of the 
proceedings of the IHF meeting 
sr heduled for the same day is most 
infortunate The IHF meeting 
should not have come in the way of 
his Brussels visit which I am sure 
would have resulted in condoning 
or at least redut ing the punishment 
of the SIX Indian hockey players 

Ramaswamy has the stature and 
the persuasive abilities to impress 
upon the FIH that their decision to 
ban the six Indian players was a 
ittle too harsh But I guess that 
Ramaswamy have been peeved by 
reports that the IHF was toying 
with the idea of sending Aslam ‘ 



DrMAM Namaswamv ihoulil 
not accept IHF presidentship 


Sher Khan also to meet the FIH 
secretary at a different place 

The IHF s lack of faith in Ramas¬ 
wamy should makd’him reconsider 
his decision to reenter the dirty 
mire of IHF politics Unless he gets 
a unanimous vote of confidence, 
Ramaswamy should not accept the 
presidentship of the IHF 

-K.S. Vasan 
(Besant Nagar. Madras.) 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


IF YOU GAN ANSWEB'^TES” TO 
3 OVIT OF 4 OF THESE QDESIIOIIS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE BOY WHO DELIVERS YOUR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


On Si>id8y morniiiK, dees yuur newspaper live up lo yuur expei laduiis'' 

Oo KhuahwanI Sini{h. Ktildip Nayar. Beian llaruwala, M \ Kainalh 
and ether celebnlies visit you every Sunday'' 

Does Nutan help solve yuur personal | rnblenis. and <aii you consull 
Dr R Wadia for your ailments every Sunday > 

Do your kids grab yuur Sunday paper before you i ap ' 


YBsnHon 

YBsnNon 

YEsnuon 

YBsnMon 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then ifs 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete. 


SUNDAY 

MID-DAY 

THE CO MH^E FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
Published from Bombay 


Regislcri'd with the R.N.I Regd No.. BYW /1 
16860/68 



From AMCO 

a new freedom in movement 


TcKJay lfHT{ ^ n n«w 
gont^rotion < »n tfi(} move 
Ihf youfh ori nt.-.v 
gof ifiro'ioM two who*^ 

Coi iquHf.nv^ liii wofid with 
on indoinitrjt- k- g »u* 
Tn hfjip ttii!: ..tfideoi' AM( Cj 
h Ds |oni‘'‘d tti.' fa'"e t'y 
gt-^annq ip monu 

Mt'fLiie now oon.-raiK-n 
- vsrth ■‘lit* k.ilobl 
‘f-< ‘UK tl' •'rjy (.'t 'f 1 H' ll?i •!> 

^ f >f li IfXUi hi-' W‘ 'll<j 

rr'itnnftnrft ir*'i i.-f 
fI !• tl r. v ‘ ‘ t Kits Ttos 

1 I i I 3 i< ' 1 . 1' U I.’ , .'1 ./iF'* 'I / ■ rf 
■ 1' jt< I' .’.V' ' UK 3 I K tl ' ,iri, 31 

t oth n-.-. 

AMCO $ progress acceleration 


ATvICO has always Ixon in 
the f('irefrorit of ^o^,rHK U'-jy 

Ihe VLiOhO ih- t;p IS AiV 1 C.^)‘, 
anoltiei stop t.iiwij'd in 
f.'r(u*r»*s', dirixtior) I.; 
ptr'fiUCf* UV' He -si I )■ iv<UX '=<1 
LNltteriOC f‘’t tnr> nt'A' itft'nd of 
two whoolo:'. fr-ui wIk • k t 
jnd orhof oqutpn le. i’ A'^ 
weff <15 to I ri' 'd* Tni't > •♦'s f' u'. .ii 
fu 'S li r 'tu I n* ’\A g< " •‘.■'■■jti' ui 

ruvK Jiieh J( iij V'< t : K K 'jv 

Ar/ 1("0 <Jh(. >'• f.'.ilf-'iM i 

,{s 'ifih si/‘ 'O 4 < t' jio? I et^W' 'ri¬ 
ll i< I vu-.v o |fi‘. t-. f'.r its 
'u‘v\ L/'ai'.fii ■ fi ■ il v.l [.'</ 

■ ’/;< <r< ifit' i. 4 tfi. f 1 iiki't 



AMCO Batteries Limited Bongolore 
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Whether it is a Race, Rally or Reliability Trial; the crowded city road or a rough village road YEZDI 
continues to ride high on its popuiarity. 


Rugged, Reliable and Powerful... 

YEZDI CL 11-250 is brought to you in the classic tradition of JAWA. A name relied upon by discerning 
motorcycle enthusiasts for over 25 years in India and abroad. 

YEZDI CL 11-250 - the latest offering from R&D Wing of IDEAL JAWA incorporates many new and 
Innovative features that put it in a class apart. 


Manufacturers IDEAL JAWA (INDIA) PVT. LTD. MYSORE 570 020 

Sates & Service, centres at! over India. 
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T^nnii. Second in the series of With 
Book of Excellence after the Olympics 
su(;(ii^s story. It's 192 pages of excitement. 
f S It’s over 140 colour action 
photographs from the world's 
lll^H leading photo agencie.s. It's the 

agony and the ecstasy. The 
gripping moments! 

Human passions, dreams, 
despair—in play on the 
tennis courts 'of the world. 
'^^K \ All at an unbelievable 
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A quick questionnaire f 

for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 

IFimiGUIAHSWER"TES”TO 
3 m CV4 CF THESE QOESIIOHS 
TOH DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE BOY WHO DELIVERS TOOK 
NEWSPAPER AT TOUR DOORSTEP 


1. 

On Sunday morninii. does your newspaper live up to your expeclatlont ? 

YBsniion 

2 . 

Do KhuabwanI Sinah, Kuldip Naysr. 8«ian Daruwala. M. V. Kamalh 
and other celebrities visit you every Sunday 7 

YESDHOn 

3. 

Does Nutan help solve your personal problems, and can you consult 

Dr. R. Wadia for your ailments every Sunday? 

YESDNOn 

4. 

Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you ? 

YBSDHOn 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then ifs , 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete. 

SUNDAY 

MID OW 
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W THE BATTLE for suremacy bet¬ 
ween Chris Evert-Lloyd and Mar¬ 
tina Navratilova has made an udeli- 
ble impression on the followers of 
tennis Ayaz Memon pays his tri¬ 
bute to these two reigning queens 
I I . " .-J of tennis 

PAGE 21 

INDIAN weightlifting's finest 
hour was reached when India 
reaped a rich harvest of medals at 
the Commonwealth Weightlifting 
Championships held at Samoa T V 
Hariharan, manager of the Indian 
team, files an exclusive report for 
SPORTSWEfcK 

PAGE43 

MOTO CROSS has come to stay 
in India as was evident during the 
fourth Indian Grand Prix Moto 
Cross held at Pune, showed A 
special report on the Moto Cross 
and allied soorts 


PAGE 10 

THE YANKS were summarily 
dismissed The French Open title 
came back to the Swede prodigy. 
Mats Wilander who beat Ivan 
Lendl And in the women's final 
between arch rivals Martina Navra¬ 
tilova and Chris Evert Lloyd, there 
was an upset of sorts with Chris 
Evert winning the title for a record 
sixth time Reports on the cham¬ 
pionships 


PAGE 34 

THE SKINHEAD image has now 
been discarded, but Britain's social¬ 
ly dispossessed young men have 
carried on and developed their 
aggressive codes of behaviour 
Their example has spread far 
beyond the 'armies' of the major 
club Stuart Weir comments on the 
growing cult of violence at soccer 
matches 
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COVER STORY 


MARTINA NAVRATILOVA vs CHRIS LLOYD 



Chris Evert-Lloyd 


and then there were two 

Asthe 80 s race out on us events 
fading into memory faster than 
they take place, the images of one 
battle remain vivid The battle for 
perfection in tennis The battle of 
egos The battle for supremacy bet 
ween Chirs Evert-Lloyd and Marti 
na Navratilova 

And It continues The opposition 
to these two has been so flaccid 
and temporary that they could well 
rule women s tennis for another 
five years at least The challenge of 
the Austins the Jaegars the suko 
vas the Bunges and the Dunes has 
been snuffed out as easily as a 
candle on a birthday cake 

Before these prodigies were out 
of their teens they were burnt out 
sapped both psychologically and 
physically The challenge had end 
ed before it truly began 

And so It IS today that when we 
talk of women s tennis, we think of 
only two players - and their rivalry 
Take any woman s tennis final If 
the contestants are not Evert-Lloyd 
and Navratilova (which in any case 
would be an aberration) the inter¬ 
est of the followers of the sport 
worldwide wanes 


BATTLE 

FOR 

SUPREMACY 

CONTINUES 

This IS not a belittling thought for 
the countless other players who 
mark their time on the international 
circuit It IS the sheer intensity of 
their rivalry, their total domination 
of the sport and the great length of 
time they have ruled the tennis 
world that makes Lloyd and Navra¬ 
tilova special 

To get a fair idea of this fascinat 
ing protracted duel imagine the 
contests between Borg and Con 
nors still continuing Or Borg and 
McEnroe It whets your appetite 
immediately 

But even this is at best an 
approximatation Men s tennis has 
never in the history of the sport 
been so totally dominated by two 
individuals save for a short spell by 
Borg before the Swede ran out of 
motivation and mental strength, 
and retired at the age of 26 

Even then McEnroe had reached 
par with Borg Connors, just a 
shade behind was a constant 
threat Lendl was promising to 
upset all form and predictions and 
there were a host of others who on 
their day could pull off the big 
upset 

By Ayaz Memon 

It was a tight cluster at the top 
and form was j the deciding factor 
Form and proficiency on a particu 
lar type of court It still is 

In the case of Lloyd and Navrati 
lova the challenge has been more 
or less stillborn They have ruled for 
more than a decade alternatively 
trading the number one position a 
couple of times, battling away for 
outright superiority 

In a sense they have comple 
mented each other, sustained each 
other If one had quit or retired, 
there is little doubt that the other, 
too, would have called it a day, for 
both have thrived on competition 



Martina Navratilova 


And competition in this case has 
been limited to the two of them 
This and the quest for perfection 

In an interview with Steve tFlink 
of the World Tennis magazine in 
April 1981 Chris then the undis¬ 
puted world no 1 stated What I 
want more than just winning is to 
master my game If I was h perfect 
player and had no weaknesses, I 
would have retired long ago There 
would be nowhere else to go But I 
still have weaknesses - not glaring 
weaknesses - but I could improve 
on my movement and on my volley 
That s my goal now to continue to 
improve and be a more well- 
rounded player, to peak' 

Four years later, Navaratilova, 
now the number one, echoed more 
or less the same sentiments during 
the French Open tennis champion¬ 
ships I dont know how much 
better I can get But once I feel that I 
can t get any better, that will be the 
time to stop Then there will be no 
place to go Even the records and 
winning the events won't mean 
much if I know I can't get anv 
better,' she said 

The quest for new worlds to 
conquer thus haS been the prime 
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dnving force for both players. And 
their long standing rivalry the 
stokes to fire the ambition. 

One of the most f^cinating and 
even mildly intriguing aspect of this 
clash IS the total dissimilarity of the 
two players concerned - persona¬ 
lity wise and even their game 

Lloyd, a teenage prodigy herself, 
but one who survived, is the typical 
all-Amencan girl - ambitious but 
courteous and weltmannered A 
proud winner and a gracious loser 
No tantrums, no necessary shows 
of temper Cultured and absolutely 
unemotional Hence the tag of 'ice 
maiden’ 

Navratilova, apart frorrr the last 
couple of years in which she has 
matured both as a tennis player and 
as a person, was the antithesis of 
Lloyd Volatile, spoilt and angry and 
unnecessarily dramatic After a 
couple of years on the circuit, she 
realised that these were in fact 
debilitating factors and turned over 
a new leaf 

Lloyd IS the classic or almost 
baseliner Navratilova, the supreme 
exponent of the serve-and-volley 
style Lloyd wears down hei oppon¬ 
ents with her relentless rallying, 
both with the forehand and her 
pioneering double-fisted backhand 
Precise both in her groundstrokes 
and her lobs 

Navratilova, on the other hand, is 
a killer A powerful first serve, and 
the speed with which she advances 
to the net to kill a weak return, have 
finished off her opponents before 
they could even realise the game 
and started 

Unlike Lloyd, Martina could not, 
and does not, play the waiting 
game. For her it is never a battle of 
attrition She likes to and has con¬ 
sistently got over a point, a set or a 
match in double quick time 

Lloyd IS the great traditionalist 
Navratilova, unorthodox, unpredic¬ 
table, except where winning is con¬ 
cern^ While Lloyd has been staid 
resorted to the time-stested meth¬ 
ods of training, Navratilova opted 
for the unconventional computer- 
dictated schedule of diet and train¬ 
ing in the last few years which have 
seen her rise from a fretty, fussy, 
flashy player to an undisputed 
champion 

And both have had their emo¬ 
tional problems to encounter 
Lloyd, after an engagement to 
Jimmy Connors which has short 
livetf, married John Lloyd, a rela¬ 
tionship which like most such rela¬ 
tionships has had its ups and 
downs. 

NSvratiiova has had more severe 


problems. After defecting to the 
U S, she suffered a crisis of identity 
which could have stilted the 
growth of a less determined player 

She has had her fair share of con¬ 
troversies through relationships 
which are not acceptable to the 
majority and hence derided But she 
has overcome all these stresses 
quite capably 

From such diverse factors has 
developed one of the most enthrall¬ 
ing, epic battles for supremacy bet¬ 
ween these two queens of tennis 
Lloyd had raced away to an almost 
invincible position in the late 70 s 



NavraHlova and Lloyd...it is 
the sheer intensity of their 
rivalry, total domination and 
the great length of time 
they have ruled the tennis 
world that makes them so 
special 

before Martina, by quantum leaps 
caught up with her and then even 
overtook her 

But Lloyd hounded her doggedly, 
and just when it seemed that 
Navratilova had reached the ulti¬ 
mate in tennis perfection, Lloyd has 
come back into the reckoning with 
her two victories in the two Grand 
Slam competitions played this year, 
the Australian Open and the French 
Open, which has raised the possibi¬ 
lity of her winning the Grand Slam 
by 50% 

Navratilova, it will be recalled, 
completed the Slam last year and 


pocketed a million dollars for her 
effort Their career record stands at 
65 matches against each other, 
with Navratilova ahead by a solitary 
win 

Spread over more than a decade. 
It is a remarkably consistent per¬ 
centage of wins for each player 
Needless to say, between them 
they have garnered most of the 
titles at stake on the women's 
circuit, over this period 

It IS foolish and even bizarre to 
compare the women tennis players 
with the men, as some are wont to 
do There are basic physiological 
differences which cannot be ig¬ 
nored To compare Lloyd or Navra¬ 
tilova with either McEnroe or Con¬ 
nors IS. as senseless as companng 
Carl Lewis with Evelyn Ashford 

But what should be realised is 
that the women put in no less effort 
than the men to reach the alts in 
their respective disciplines They 
may have physical limitations, but 
their psychological involvement, 
the mental exertion and the motiva¬ 
tion, IS no less 

) Through their prowess and re¬ 
cords, Lloyd and Navratilova have 
done more for the cause of wo¬ 
men's lib than even Germaine 
Greer 

<< Whether Navratilova and Lloyd 
are as good or better than the 
champions of the past like Mo 
Connolly, Margaret Court, Billie 
Jean-King, Maria Bueono or 
Evonne Cawley, is for historians to 
decide 

In any case it will always remain 
a matter of opinion What is indis¬ 
putable IS that the history of the 
game will never be complete with 
out their mention 

But I will let Vitas Gerulaitis have 
the final word on these two, the ul¬ 
timate accolade Gerulaitis has 
been an unabashed critic of women 
tennis players and will now be part¬ 
nering the incorrigible male chau¬ 
vinist, Bobby Riggs, for a double 
challenge match against the wo¬ 
men's doubles champions Navrati¬ 
lova and Pam Shriver 

Explained Gerulaitis in New York 
recently, after he was grilled for 
saying that women tennis players 
should not be paid as much as the 
men counterparts "I am not trying 
to denigrate women's tennis by my 
comments But I also not going to 
apologise I wasn't being nasty I 
was just giving the facts I think 
that Martina and Evert-Lloyd 
should get the same money as the 
men at the Open but that the rest 
shouldn't" 

So gentlemen Let us all rise 
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I FRENCH open " ' 

Mats Wilander on the 
milllon-dollar trail 


From Ian Barnes in Paris 


S wedish ten 

nis ace Mats 
Wilander celebra 
ted a major cham 
pionship triumph 
last Sunday 
He dethroned Ivan lendl as 
French title holder with a come- 
from-behind 3-6, 6 4, 6-2, 6-2 
victory and recaptured a crown 


he first won as a record-making 
1 7-year-old in 1982 

Now if he can convince himself tie 
has d chance he could be a real threat at 
Wimbledon and on course for a million 
dollar bonus as a Grand Slam winner He 
won the Australian championship for 
the second time last Decembei 

His triumph worth £ 110 000 was no 
real surprise after the way fourth 


seeded Wilander had demolished world 
No 1 John McEnroe in the semi finals 

Wilander who saves his best tennis 
for the big occasion came irrto his 
favourite tournement promising that he 
was in form and confident He was 

For Lendl the three hour 13 miniute 
match was a disaster He did not look 
really fit and had to leave the ( ourt early 
in the thi'd set to go to the toilet 

After not dropping a set in six 
matches on the way to the final he 
lacked his usual power and pace and his 
service was never rr liable 

He sa'd I wanted to be more aggres 
sivt but could not manage it It is very 
upsetting 

This defeat adds to his ti l'•erable 
record in ma|o tournai tent fin els Since 
losing the title ma'ch in Pins to B)orn 
Borg in 1981 Lt ndl h been beaten in 
three US Open finals the Australian 
final and now once again in Pai 'S 

Hio victoiy last vear omain-. his stjli 
tary succe in Grand Slam events and 
after the first set now m Pans ho never 
looked likely to impiove or his poor tal 
ly 

The matt h started in a dnz^le and fin 
ishr d in sunshine but both the players 
were harnpeied all thro igt tiy the wind 
whirh whipped dust sToinij a roS) the 
t ourt 

Bet where Wilander roared on by the 
17 000 (rowd made light of the condi 
tions with adventurous shof^ making 
Lendl ^eemed demoralised 

Thi long rallies-one game lasted 18 
minutes-tested his stamina and he 
always lacked Wilander s speed 

After the 85 minute third set in 
which there wore break points in all but 
one game Lendl s resolve disatrpeared 

Martina Navratilova-beaten in the 
women s final by Chris Lloyd-collected 
the womens doubles championship 
with Pam Shriver 

They completed a double Grand Slam 
Of the worlds major championships 
with then eighth t onsecutive win and 
their 99th successive match victory 
when they beat Helena Sukova and 
Claudia Kohde Kilsch 4 6 6 2 6 2 

Martina also won the mixed doubles 
with Heinz Gunhard They beat Paula 
Smith and Francisco Gonzales 6 7 6-4 
and 6 4 



Mats WUander..,dethroned Lendt with a come-from-behmd victory 









C HRIS LLOYD'S sixth French 
championship win in Paris last 
week was her finest. 

At the age of 30 she mentally 
outlasted and physically outplayed 
her great rival Martina Navratilova 
6-3, 6-7, 7-6, after a gruelling, 
nerve-shattering duel tasting two 
hours and 52 minutes. 

When Chris hit that last back¬ 
hand passing shot, she dashed to 
the umpire's chair and embraced 
Martina. For Her it was the most 
important and significant win over 
Martina since she beat her inthree 
long sets in the 1982 Australian 
final and should give Chris hope for 
Wimbledon. 

It also put Chris on course for 
the Grand Slam as she currently 
holds the Australian title and has 
Wimbledon and the US Opens to 
come. 

Since that Australian win three 


years ago, Chris has lost 15 of 
their last 16 meetings. 

But this time the greater men- 
.tal fortitude came from Chrissie, 
who saw a winning lead in the 
second set d^solve and a com¬ 
manding one in the third set dis¬ 
appear as the breeze blew clouds 
of red dust off the court. 

The second set Chrissie led 4-2 
and 40-15 on Martina's serve, a 


By Roy McKelvie 


situation Martina saved With an 
audacious serve and volley win¬ 
ner, then a winning serve and fin¬ 
ally a resolute volley. 

Chrissie's disaster in the tie- 
break was to double-fail early on. 
This launched Martina into a 4-1 
lead - too much for Chrissie to 


catch. 

But an erratic Martina trailed 
3-1 in the final set. 

Chris had a point for 4-1 but 
Martina, apprehensive about going 
to the net against someone who 
could pass or lob her, hauled 
herself out of the hole by sheer 
guts and with a love game of ser¬ 
vice made it 3-3. 

Martina served to save the match 
at 5-6 and led 40-30. She put a lob 
and then the volley out of court, 
however. 

Chris at last arrived at match 
point. Martina tried for an ace 
serve and missed. Chris returned 
the second serve and gambled on 
a net attack. 

She threaded her backhand 
passing shot down the line and 
the crowd, always on her side, 
erupted. 
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FRENCH OPEN SEMIFINAL 


Blank Yanks are 
sent packing 




Jimmy Connors...went quietly to 
the inevitable slauqfiter 


J OHN McENROE 
and Jimmy 
Connors completed 
the miserable retreat 
of America's tennis 
armvfromthehrench 
championships as 
bewildered as soldiers sent into 
battle firing blanks 

Both were beaten in straight sets 
in the semifinals - Connors thor 
oughly shown up by defending 


From Ian Barnes in Paris 


champion Ivan Lendl 6-2, 6-3,6-1 
and McEnroe's ambition buried 
6-1, 7-5, 7-5 by the 1982 title 
holder and ultimate winner 
20-year old Swede Mats Wilander 

And though two American girls, 
Chris Lloyd and Martina Navratilo¬ 
va contested the women s title, the 
United States is still looking for its 
first men s champion in Pans since 
Tony Trabert 30 years ago 

McEnroe and Connors have ta¬ 
ken the last seven U S Open titles 
and the last four Wimbledon cham 
pionships between them 

But the dull, red clay of Pans re 
mams a minifield 

While 32-year-oldConnors, four 
times a semifinalist and probably 
appearing there for the last time 
went quietly to the inevitable 
slaughter, McEnroe went in anger 

The wind, the cold and the damp 
after 10 days of unbroken sunshine 
and the superbly controlled tennis 
of Wilander contrived to wreck his 
concentration 

Wimbledon title holder McEnroe 
smashed a racket in frustration, or 
dered French film actor Bruno 
Cremer sitting in a court side box 
to Put out that stupid cigar -1 hate 
those things " And was twice in 
volved in long arguments with um¬ 



John McEnroe...his concentration 
was wrecked 


pire Patrick Flodrops 

McEnroe admitted "There are no 
excuses but I just did not give my¬ 
self enough time to get ready 

I was not in the right frame of 
mind when I went on court and the 
conditions prevented me from gett- 
ting any rhythm 

But he added Give Wilander full 
credit I played two reasonable sets 
I gave it my best shot and ne beat 
me 



Chris knocks out wonder girl 


T EENAGE TENNIS sensation Ga- 
briela Sabatini looks likely to 
miss Wimbledon which starts in 16 
days time She is exhausted after 
being knocked out of the French 
championships by Chris Lloyd 
A decision is to be made soon 
But 15-year-old Gabriels s coach 
Patricio Apef, said She is very tired 
and the best place to rest it at home 
in Argentina 

' I will recommend that she 
should rest and not play at Wimble¬ 
don - at least in the singles 

"The decision is up to her and if 
she doesn't want to go to England 
that ill be O K with me She should 


not play if we don t have time to 
practise on grass " 

Miss Sabatini went out 6-4, 6-1 
in the semi-finals to Mrs Lloyd And 
she admitted ' I am very tired after 
many long matches and I am not 
sure what I will do 

An appearance at the Pilkington 
Glass tournament at Eastboume-a 
traditional Wimbledon warm-up 
where Miss Sabatini was expected 
to be fourth seed-is now out of the 
question 

With the tennis authorities cur¬ 
rently in urgent discussions over 
teenage stars who burn out too 
soon, junior world champion Ga- 


briela s progress and programme la 
going to be closely monitored 

Virgina Wade, Chris Lloyd and 
Martina Navratilova have already 
expressed concern that Miss Saba- 
tini-the youngest-ever semi-finalist 
in a Grand Slam event-doos not go 
the way of Tracy Austin and An¬ 
drea Jaegar millionaires at 18 and 
out of the game by 20 

Certainly Miss SabatinTs play 
lacked the mental and physical 
strength of her previous victories in 
Pans 

Grand Slam-winner Martina beat 
German Claudia Kohde-Kilsch 6-4, 
6-4 and admitted- "It was certainty 
not one of my finest matches." 







Gower, Gooch show the way 


By Pat Gibson 


f t '"" .. ■ Ipi avid GOWER 

L/ showed how 
thin is the line betw¬ 
een success and fa¬ 
ilure for an England 
^ cricket captain. 

He arrived at Lord's for the third 
and final One-Day International 
againsf Australia with calls for 
his resignation ringing in his ears. 

He left the field to a heartening 
standing ovation from the capacity 
crowd - and his players - after 
scoring 102 as England romped 
home by eight wickets with six 
overs to spare. 

It was too late to save the Taxaco 
Trophy whith Australia had secur¬ 
ed by virtue of their victories at Old 
Trafford and Edgbaston 

But it was in plenty of tim'e to 
save his job....at least for the first 
two Cornhill Tests at Headingley 
and Lord's for which he has already 
been appointed. 

As I suggested earlier what 
Gower needed more than anything 
was a dramatic change in the 
fortues of himself and Australia's 
captain, Allan Border. 

And that is what happened after 
Gower won the toss and put Aus¬ 
tralia in to bat on a pitch on which 
they did well to reach 254 for five in 
their 55 overs. 

Then Gower, bravely shruggihg 
off pressure from all quarters - 
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including the selectors - to drop 
himself down the order, went in to 
share a match-winning partnership 
of 202 in 38 overs with Graham 
Gooch, unquestionably England's 
man of the series after adding an 
unbeaten 117 to his 57 and 115 

"A little luck certainty helped,' 
admitted Gower who won the Man 
of the Match award. "And apart 
from that I didn't miss an off-break 
or nick one to the wicketkeeper as I 
did in the first two games 

"My attitute this morning was 
one of determination, bloody-mind¬ 
edness if you like. I wasn't going to 
give anything up lightly. It was a 
question of pride in one's own 
ability and performance 

"And at times like this you do 
realise who your friends are. The 
support I had from certain mem¬ 
bers of the side was invaluable - 
and I was also grateful for the 
support I could sense in the crowd " 

Certainly, you could almost feel 
the relief around Lord's as Gooch 
and Gower responded magnificent¬ 
ly to the challenge set by Graeme 
Wood's superb 114 which was 
well supported by Border and 
David Boon 



Australia captain Allan Border with his England counterpart David Gower 
who scored 102 and England’s man of the senes Graham Gooch relax after 
the third One-Day International at Lord's 



Aussie opener Graeme Wood survives a stumping attempt by wicketkeeper Paul Downton. Wood eventually 
remained not out on 114 









Played at Edgbaston on June 1,1985 














»>t>its.for the catch that dismissed Graeme Fowler off Craig McDermott for 



England captain David Gower plays inside a slower delivery and is bowled by Geoff Lawson for three rtins 
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Poms win 3rd oni^-day 

LONDON: 

E ngland won the third One-Oay 
International against Australia at 
Lord's to salvage some pnde 
after they had lost the first two 
Australia made 254 for five on a 
perfect batting wicket with 
Graeme Wood striking form to hit 
a magnificent unbeaten 114. The 
highlight of this Australian’ in¬ 
nings ironically tan Botham's 
dismissal of Greg Ritchie which 
gave the irrepressible England 
all-rounder his 100th wicket in 
one day internationals and made 
him the first cricketer to com 
plete the double of 1000 runs 
and 100 wickets m this type of 
cricket 

England romped home with six 
overs to spare. Gooch reaffirmed 
his claim for the England opening 
spot with his second successive 
ton. The best news for England 
however was the return to form 
of skipper David Gower who 
scored a vintage 102. 

Alc ohol banned _ 

BERLIN: 

-j-HE President of the International 
/ Soccer Federation. Joao Have- 
lange ' Confirms the European 
Soccer Unions' ban on English 
teams following the Brussels tra¬ 
gedy but reiterates that the ban 
does not include the country's 
national team from international 
matches 

Meanwhile, m Britain. Prime Minis¬ 
ter Margaret Thatcher has 
banned consumption of alcohol 
at soccer stadiums and given 
police more crowd control power 
iojan effort to prevent riots 

Berlioux resigns 

EAST BERLIN: 

A yf ONIQUE Berlioux resigns as a 
Ivl director of the International 
Olympic Committee because of 
differing opinions with the execu¬ 
tive board- The 61-year-old for¬ 
mer French Olympic swimmer 
had been a driving force and top 
planner of all Or/mpic Summer 
and Winter. Ga/nas sincd'l972. 

Calcutta*s the venue 

CALCUTTA: 

C alcutta is confirmed as the 
for dip J987 VMd Crick¬ 


et Cup final The state govern¬ 
ment conveyed this news by a 
letter to the CAR _ 

No funds for Pak _ 

ISLAMABAD 

~fHE joint hosting of the 1987 

/ World Cricket Cup by India and 
Pakistan receives a blow by re 
ports filtering through from 
across the border that the Pakis¬ 
tan Board does not have enough 
finances to host the four 
matches scheduled there The 
BCCP's request for aid from the 
government was turned down 
with the explanation that the 
BCCP should generate the re¬ 
sources from the tournament it¬ 
self through sponsorship televi¬ 
sion coverage rights and gate 
money 

Chris wins 

PARIS 

C HRIS Evert Lloyd wins an epic 
final against Martina Navratilova 
to clinch the French Open title for 
a record sixth time She wins 6-3, 
6-7, (4-7) 7-5 in two hours 44 
minutes to erase the hornd me 






i-1^. 


modes of her 6-3, 6-2.defeat to 
the world number one last year 

The mens final is also claimed by 
an underdog. Mats Wilander, 
who beat number two seed Ivan 
Lendl, 3-6. 6-4, 6-2, to regain the 
title he had won m 1963. 

Earlier Wilander had beaten top 
seed John McEnroe in the semi¬ 
final 6-1. 7-5, 7-5 while Lendi 
had demolished Jimmy Connors 
6-2. 6-3, 6 1 m the second semi¬ 
final 

Martiha Nav.mtilova had some con¬ 
solation though when she 
teamed up with Pam Shriver to 
record their eighth consecutive 
Grand Slam women's doubles 
victory and their 99th successive 
win by winning the French Open 
doubles title 

Somaiya clarifies 

NEW DELHI 

/ NDIA's hockey captain at the 
Asian Cup at Dhaka. Maneypandey 
Somaiya clarifies to the IHF 
executive committee that no 
player had assaulted the Japan¬ 
ese umpire during the final then. 
Somaiya stressed that after the 
controversial goaf more than 
6000 spectators / id swarmed 
the goal area and the Indian 
players were more worried about 
their own safety than anything 
else. 

Indians out 

SINGAPORE- 

r HE Indian challenge in the Asian 
Snooker Championship fizzles 
ut with Sanjay Sawant's defeat m 
the semi-final to Gary Kwok of 
Hong Kong by four frames to six 
m the best of 11 frames (44 5 7, 
66-32, 7-79. 64 59 57-43. 
76-19. 63-74. 67-29. 75-4 7. 
71-30). 

Kwok later dethroned reigning 
champion Sakchai Simnagram of 
Thailand in a dourly fought final 
8-5 winning the frames at 
73 80. 3 7 73. 65 50. 77 38. 
71-26. 45-68. 28-64, 61 58. 
61-23. 105 -7. 70-34, 32 75. 
48-37in the best of / b final 

Top seeded Om Agarwal crashed 
out m the quarter final to Kwok 
while Gcet Sethi was overcome 
by countryman Sawant also in 
the quarters 
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Male chauvinist 
at it 
again 

B obby Riggs the incorrigible 
male chauvinist is at it again 
Twelve years after losing to Billie 
Jean King in tennis first bat 
tie of the sexes Riggs is training foi 
a mixed doubles game with a diffei 
ence 

Riggs 67 and fellow American 
Vitas Gerulaitis have challenged 
the world s leading doubles pan 
Martina Navratilova and Pam 
Shriver to a five set match in 
Atlantic City new Jersey on 
August 23 

Riggs brash as ever is confident 
that he and the equally outspoken 
Gerulaitis will beat the women s 
champion in the challenge match 
and tiaim the winners rhoquo of 
$300 000 The losers take 
200 000 

Martina may 
regain her 
motivation 

M fANWHILt Martina Navrati 
lova, unperturbed by the anti 
temininist tirade launt had by Riggs 
ind Gerulaitis is wondering 



Martina Navratilova ‘7 don’t 
know how much better I can get” 


IB 


whether it will be old age or the ab 
sence of mental challenge which 
will finish her tennis career 

Physically I could play for an 
other five or 10 years But mental 
ly? I ve been number one for the last 
four years and it s my 13th year on 
the circuit Inevitably it takes a toll 
she said in France before the final 
of the French Open where she was 
to meet arc h rival Chris Evert Lloyd 

Talking about her motivation 
problems Navratilova added It i' 
more difficult being number onr 
than two or three because there is 
no one to look up to have to beat 
About her game and retireim nf 
plans Martina said I don t know 
how mu( h better I can get But 
onr e I feel I can t get any better th.it 
will be the time to stop Then thr re 
will be no place to go Even the re 
t ords anci winning the events won t 
mean much if I know I c an t get iny 
better 

One can almost sense some of 
the women tennis players heavmri 
a sigh of relief But Martina is not 
done yet There is still Wimbledon 
and the U S Open to follow and 
who knows Martina may regain her 
motivation to rule the tennis world 
for the next decade 

’tis health 
food for 
Ivan Lendl 



hum I < ncll II iiti /ling his ii < ighi 


says will tear ii him how to hit 1 Ifi 
cult volleys Trjny i< soil) a i u 
man I never knr w a fium.iii titimi 
could be so iiiii .ai 11 endl Hr rli 
not reveal thou )h th it t)nr of i 
reason*- why he cho i R h hi i 
( odch IS bet lusi thr Au -.tr I'lan i 
left hander Is aich rivnl ^1t f nio 
listening'’ 

Chess Oscar 
for Karpov 


G one are the days when Ivan 
Lendl would polish off three or 
four (arbonated drinks after a 
match Gone are the days when 
dinner consisted of rare steaks 
French fries and ice cream The ice 
man from Czechoslovakia now 
sticks to natural breads, pasta 
soup chicken fruit and fresh vege 
tables He has also eliminated sugar 
from his diet and when thirsty 
drinks water And the results are 
there for all to see this year 

Lendl has lost 12 15 pounds 
sint e he began the diet and says he 
feels fitter and stronger than he did 
last year at this time I m playing 
with more confidence and I have 
more victories behind me this 
year he said in Pans while partici 
pating in the French Open 

The 25-year old world number 
two IS already looking forward to 
the world s most prestigious tennis 
tournament - Wimbledon - begin¬ 
ning in a fortnights time in London 
He has begun training with former 
Australian star Tony Roche, who he 


A natoly Karpov of the SoviM 
Union has been awarded thr 
1984 World Chess Osi ar by. tin 
International Association of Chess 
Writers The award was announced 
through voting by 1 18 chess juui 
nolists from 46 coutitnes 
The award is sponsored by a 
Spanish commercial firm and con 
sists of a silver statuette of a lady 
with an umbrella representing 
Barcelona Gary Kasparauv of the 
Soviet Union and Jan Timman of 
the Netherlands were voted second 
and third best players in the world 
in 1984 

The award for the women chess 
players went to Maya Chiburda 
nidze of me Soviet Union 

Botham-the 
big, bad wolf 

I AN Terrance Botham The name 
means so much to so many peo¬ 
ple that Ian has been given $ place 
in the book of fairytales,^ , , 

III iii^n' 





Not iiterally of course, but so 
preat is his prowess at the un¬ 
imaginable and the abnormal that 
he has become more a legend than 
a mere mortal. 

Botham has had a hand in every 
Australian defeat at the hands of 
the Englishmen since 1977, and so 
rightly the flanelled gentlemen' 
from Down Under are under a psy¬ 
chological disadvantage of having 
Botham breathing down their 
neck s. 

Beefy Botty' is how Dennis Lillee 
likes to call Ian, who is on the thres¬ 
hold of overhauling Lillee s 355 test 
wickets (Botham's has 312). 

But according to Scyld Berry who 
writes for the London Observer 
Botham has become more like a big 
bad wolf with the passage of time 

He writes- "The Au^rall^'i^have 
come to ascribe evjm tp nfe jock¬ 
straps, unearthly pewerS./ilo doubt, 
Mrs. Kimberley Hughes of P^erth in 
Western Australia, agd shortly of- 
no fixed address, alwayS»wams her 
errant offspring 'If you dbn't^o I'd " 
bed this minute, a big baW»^oK 
called Ian will oat you up' N'V- 

'So great are Botham's attribute? ., 
that It IS not only the, opposition he 
can daunt and dominate. Without 
the slightest intention to do so, he 
may also dominate his own team, 
and even his captain, David Gower' 

Richards the 
challenger 

A nd whilst on Botham, one 
would like to inform the readers 
that Viv Richards, in his aristocratic 




* |,J 


Botham...into the realms where ogres dwell. BELOW: 
Richards...has challenged Botham in the open 


manner has dared Botham to beat pionships 

his staggering new individual re- And if you know 'Botty' right he's 
cord of 322 notched for Somerset certainly going to venture into the 
during the current County cham- territory where angels fear to bat. 



Viv, like the master cricketer 
Sunil Gavaskar, seldom squints at 
the score board while batting It 
was not until he lofted the ball over 
deep extra cover when he received 
a message from one of the specta¬ 
tors watching him bat that if he 
could overhaul Harold Gimblett's 
37-year-old record of 310 runs in a 
day he could have one more glass 
at the pub. 

Viv obliged, and the fan must 
have had several more glasses be¬ 
fore tottering up to his missus. For 
the challenge, Viv says: "If Ian put 
his mind to it, in his present mood, 
he could beat me." Now would it 
not be a spectacle to see these 
masters at the opposite ends of the 
wicket plundering the poor bowlers 
to glory? 

P.S.; Ian Botham, seeking a new 
image, does not wish to be known 
as Guy the Gorilla any more. After 
growing his hair long he probably 
wants to be known as Goldilocks 
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Spot-The-Ball Contest...4 



^F^sof^\ 
Indian , T: ^ 
Cricket, 



How to enter 


The hockey ball has been blanked 
out from the photograph All you 
have to do is to mark a cross (x)*- 
where you feel the ball is and send 
your entry to SPORTSWEEK-Rupa 
Spot-The-Ball Contest 4, 165-D 
J Dadajee Road, Tardeo, Bom 
bay-400 034 along with the 
coupon printed alongside 
You can send as many entries as 
you like but each entry MUST be 
accompanied by the original cou¬ 
pon printed alongside Xerox 
copies of the coupon will not be en¬ 
tertained 

Employees of Inquilab Publications, 
Mid-Day Publications, Newsday 
Communications and Rupa & Co, 
Delhi, Allahabad, Bombay and 
Calcutta and their relations are not 
allowed to enter the contest 
In all matters, the decision of the 
editor is final and no correspon¬ 
dence will be entertained 


Last date 


The last date of receiving entries 
is June 24, 1985 and the results 
will be declared in the Sports- 
week issue dated July 10-16, 
1985. 

The winners will be supplied 
with a list of Rupa's sports books 
from which they can make their 
choice. 


Win sports books from Rupa's World of sports 
and subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK. 


1. First pri 2 e .., 

2. Second prize.. 

3. Third prize... 


Sports books worth fts.100/- 
and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs.50/- 
and a half yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 

Sports books worth Rs.25/- 
and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK. 


4. PLUS Five consolation prizes. 

SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 



.1 yj.'** ’lU 


Name:. . . 
Address. 


Dist:. . State Pin: 

Age:. Sex:... 

T-Shirt-size: <incms). 


Hurry up, don't wart tjll the last dfltf, 




















FOURTH COMMONWEALTH WEIGHTLIFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
By T.V. Harihar (manager of the Indian team; 



Indian weightlifting’s 
finest hour 


I T WAS the finest 
hour for Indian 
weightlifting at the 
Fourth Commonwe 
alth Championships 
held at the heiloai 
Mauso Hall Apu a (Wes 
tern Somoa a small island in the 
South West Pacific Ocean) on the 
30th & 31 st May It was a rare op 
portunity and ofcourse the Indian 
strongmen seized it to i ome right 
on top 

Six gold (out of ton) two silver 
and a bronze medal was fantastu 
but still more remarkable was that 
none of our lifters came home 
empty handed Our power stars 
were blazing in the sky and wr 
gathered a total of 137 points leav 
ing way behind the next best Ans 
tralia and Nigeria with a meagre 59 
and 57 points respectively 

Manikyalu was our only man in 
the 52 kg category (in the absence 


of Mahindran our best who could 
not come as he was down with 
laundice) So this Andhra pocket 
Hercules and Olympian had to bring 
out his very best to take the gold 
Manikyalu brushed aside the two 
Australians - Sanches, who lead 
after the snatch (92 5 kg against 
the former s 90 kg) and Hayman 
who started the last in the |eik(115 
kg against Manik s 112 b kg) and 
fought his way through for a total of 
?10 kg and the title This win 
brought to one s mind the Edmun 
ton victory of Karunakaran who 
even befoie bei omini) a Nationa' 
i hampiftn had won the Commen 
wealtii gold 

Parvesh Cnandra Shirma and 
D Akilan the Indian entry in the 56 
kg were lur ky in that they had no 
opposition at all So the question 
w is whethei they would repeat th 
eir National best Sharrna came up 
to exportations siu teeding with 3 
good snatches ending at 105 kg 


and two jerks of 122 5 and 130 kg 
to give him his national total of 
235kg Akilan whose place in the 
team was doubtfull till the last mm 
uto as his passport had not been 
received was on a low key and 
could only complete 21 7 5 kg 7 5 
kg less than his Calcutta aggre 
gate Anyway the gold and silver 
medals of the class were in our bag 

The picture in the 60 kg i lass 
was different The fight no douh' 
was l>etween the Nigerian La 
wrence Quaibom and the Indians <j 
Devan and Tamilselvan After tlie 
snatt h in which lift the Nigerian ex 
celled in stylo all three were equal 
with 110 kg to their credit Selvan 
started with 125 kg in the jerk and 
made a good lift followed by Ouai 
bom who also succeeded Devan 
came at 127 5 kg for his first (joorl 
lift Selvan and Quaibom got good 
lifts of 132 5 kg Devan did 135 kg 
for his second attempt The Nuje 
nan did not w^nt to risk and )umpe< I 




i- Chmder...had no opposition at all in the 56 kg. category and the gold was his. 


21 










(jin md(f,u uinv l)< i o<i » in iht baq in the 60 kg c att qorv 


nl\ ? 'i kij fui Ins tin il tiy l>ut iftfH 
I (|ocKi ( l( in t tiled tn |i ik It bi 
II 11 lu 11 iry foi ' II 111 *’' l^'iiri to 
t ik( 1J 7 kij I > hi Vi/ io Ik ivioi i i 
I odvvMiMlit but lu il o I like! in 
till sdi u I ishio 1 IS Oiitiibon So 
ith till litli ilri Illy II III put k( t 
Oil 111 took I4t) ki) bill hi iitetlK 
Il 11 nil tl to lu tti r hi tot il 

III lilt fust I ion of till on 
ludinti il tv s |)iOi)i tl 'll u till () / b 
7b 82 b ind ^)0 k(| divi ion wt i 
liihbed tiu)( tl r ) tqi h in a 

u i 4 tl i( s N itioii il tviniu I hd I 
Illy two Sill to ins ii i ppost hii t 
r or Sill HI in th i )ti wi u|htliftini| 
>■ oiu ot tiu ir I IV ir ihli pi ^s 1h 
I \ thoi 1 I Ivt II ivi I loni, w IV t( 
)0 to will I u d il S i|)i I th It Ion 
onl lit d hii 1 1 l‘ t pi tvm | tfi 
11(1 O' in I oiu itt( I lot I ill h III 
1(1 it( I diui |i k tolil2 7bk(| b k(| 

( ss than Ills N ttuin il hi t 

bill Stfllios (Austi ilia) who was 
I indsoi u ly liiiilt ind a popular 
lifter with thr f lire r S( x vvd . t i las •> 
n hii iselt and won tfu /b k(i divi 
sum totallini) 3 1 7 b kq 1 liouqti h 
I .seef 2 snati hesin all his lerks 
ivtit fiowt I packed the last at 
lei i|)t beint) witft 182 5 kc) Inci 
d( nullv Stellios is also the Best 
1 ifti 1 based on Smilair ton uila 
iistd tor lonpirinq peiforiianre 
i f lifters of cfiffment boctyweiijhts 

Tht 8'^ h kt) I lass saw an uiieyen 
duel betwifo New Zealand s Mi 
thiifl Bernaid an<J Niqeria s En(>k i 


\|ei S< eing thf I lear jupeno ily il 
t’(inird Ajei contentedly took tli 
ilvi I with a total of 28b kg 22 b 
ki) beliintl the winner 

hereas wc had no entry in the 
7b and 82 5 kg divisions we enter 
lined hopes in the 90 kg antt thii 



Manikitallu 52 ks goW 


w ii> not b lied though oui otront) 

an Ml tit n haruJ hid to face a 
two pion()( d itt irk ot Alijti t Nalti 
I Ntw /till 10(1 T,n) bniianui I 
Oshoi 1 ill (Ni()t I 

After the snati h in which Meher 
hand excelled surteeding with 
I jO 140 and 14b kg the last lift 
for a new National lerord close to 
him was Oshomah at 142 b kq and 
Naldor 7 5 kq further behind Osho 
I lah rarne for the )erk at 1b5 kq 
intl made a good lift Mehert hand 
lifted 1 70 kg followed by Nald r’ it 
Itif same weight Oshomah ca i i 
lor 1 72 5 kq and failed but ropta 
ing ttie sai ie in his thud tiy did no 
I ake any mistake This gave a total 
of 310 kq to Oshomah who now 
had only to watch out if Nalder 
roiild ( at( h him Nalder was lighter 
in bodyweight than Oshomah and 
hence took a 5 kg iump tied with 
his opponent Meheri hand s sue 
( ess with 177 5 kg for the second 
ittempot gave him the lift and the 
lead as also a new National record 
total of 322 5 kg For his final t|;v 
Mehertook 182 5 kq but after the 
(lean he drOfS^ed the jerk It was 
now the final attempt of Nalder and 
(ailing for 187 5 kq just performed 
a deadlift 

Thrs marked the end of the first 
session of the concluding day and 
India secured 2 more gold in 67 5 
and 90 kg classes Australia win 
ning 75 kq and Newzealand taking 
82 5 kg 







Balwindf' Sm^h hilvt’r in the 1 IOkg-pU,s categorv 


iniiid thus foi titled its pusition for 
lilt, t< am rallv and at tins staqc th(* 
suoies wo'c lni.lid 107 Australia 
43 Niqenadl and N('W Zt aland 30 
t^ciints respec tivt ly 

In the final sesbion the leniaininq 
classes of 100 110 and 110 kg + 
were dpi idad The 100 kq division 
sa>/v keen competition between 
Gino Fratanqelo (Aastialid) and Ke 
vin Blake (New Zealand) both fin 
ishinq tfipir snatches at 14/6 kq 
Whereas Frantanqelo was agile 
and ac live as also 4 4 kg lightei 
than Blakf the latter i oinparatively 
was slow Blake started lerk at 
1 77 5 kg for ,i good lift and I ra 
tanqelo followed with 5 kq more 
to fail The Australian sui ceeded in 
his set oniJ try of 182 6 kc| and 


Blake added 2 6 kq to take the lead 
whieti also was well done Un 
daunted Fratantjelo called for 190 
kq for his final lift whic h hi neatly 
executed to total 33 7 6 kq Blake 
knew that he had lost the ui e but 
tried 192 5 kq without success 
Emil Hurh of ^ainoa was III with 
272 5kq 

Much was loofed forwaid to in 
thf shap(> {>* a duel brqween the tall 
)cte Kabalan of Australia and taia 
Sinejh m the 110 kg (lass Taras 
far e revealed sttc ngth and ttomen 
clous determination Tara started 
1 30 kg for his snatch and jumped 
to 140 kq both becoming good 
lifts Only a moment before Kabalan 
had reejistcred his first failuie with 
140 k(| Again Kabalan was at 140 


kg but ununderstandsbiy failed to 
complete the lift It appeared that 
Kabalan was under some mental 
pressure, as when he came for hts 
final try with 140 kg ho could not 
oven pull It high enough This 
brought Tara into his own and call¬ 
ing for 147 5 kg for a new National 
record performed one of the typical 
Tara lifts of throwing the weight 
well behind overhead and locking it 
Assured now of the 110 kg title 
and another gold for India Tara 
once again became modest to take 
only 172 5 kg for his first jerk 
which gave him both the total and 
title Though Kabalan had lost all 3 
attempts of the snatch, he wanted 
to try his hand at the jerk Coming 
at 185 kg he made it Tara took 
190 kg for his second attempt and 
I iissed It Taking the same weight 
Tara succeeded to register a new 
National record total of 337 5 kg 
This incidentally was the highest 
total recorded by only other lifter of 
the meet, Fratangelo of Australia in 
the 100 kg class Kabalan called for 
192 5 kg failing with it in the se 
c ond try made it in his last attempt 
In the Super-heavy (110 kgk-) 
division there were 3 lifters - B 
Oluoma (Nigeria) Balwinder Singh 
ilnflia) and F lopu (Samoa) but the 
real encounter was between the Ni- 
qotian and the Indian Though flab¬ 
bily built Oluoma performed his 
lifts exceedingly well, pulling the 
weight close and high and complet¬ 
ing and extending the throws fully 
Balwinder was rather slow in his 
movements which reflected in his 
lifts After the snatcfi, Oluoma had a 
valuable lead of 7 5 kg Balwinder 
commenced his jerk at 165 kg and 
made it The Nigerian came at 170 
kg for an easy lift Oluoma took 
1 ‘7 / fa kq for the second attempt 
which also received three white 
lights This lift out Oluoma 20 kg 
aliead of Balwinder The Indian re¬ 
duced the lead by succeeding with 
180 kg for his second attempt Cal- 
I ulatedly Oluoma called for a jump 
of only 5 kg for another fine lift to 
total 330 kg, 10 kg ahead Forced 
to take 192 5 kq because of his 
heavier bodyweight, Balwinder 
tried the weight however declining 
to oblige _ 








BOOK SERIAL: EXCLUSIVE 


A Matter 
Of Time 





By Dennis Lillee 


I M NOT nearly stily enough to be- 
■ lieve that my 355 Test wickets 
will stand indefinitely as the world 
record. I can envisage the day-the 
rate at which Tests are being 
played - when that figure will be 
stretched to something like 500. 

In sport, one thing is constant: 
performances always improve. I 
can't recall it going the other way 
Men and women run faster, swim 
faster and endure longer. Sport is 
becoming so professional those 
days that the fitness I reached dur¬ 
ing my career will pale into insigni¬ 
ficance when we look at the de¬ 
mands awaiting those over the next 
ten years. 

Cricket, although a "different" 
sport, will keep pace with the im¬ 
provement boom. The result will be 
a greater reward for the players and 
with those rewards will come the 
new records. It is inevitable. 

I think Bob Willis, that tireless 
England workhorse, may be the 
first to top my figure. He will have 
to overcome a pretty severe set¬ 
back to do It, but I know the spirit of 
the man and I'm well-aware that it's 
very dangerous to put anything 
beyond him. Bob must be nearing 
the end of the international road. I 
think he might be struggling to 
overcome injury. 

The Test and County Cricket 
Board had taken the captaincy from 
him and this could have been easily 
read as a clear sign that Bob was 
running out of time. But I still rec¬ 
kon Willis, who IS really breathing 
down my neck with 319 Test 
scalps, will survive another crisis 


i 





Beefy Botham and me relaxing at a poolside 


and come back again If he does, 
and if he betters my 355 wickets, I 
think it will be merely a matter of 
time - and not a great deal of time 
either-before his or my record falls 
to a colleague, Ian Botham. 

Yes,- Botham-now a much larger 
version of the man who exploded 
on to the Test scene seven years 
ago-looms as the one to set a more 
durable record. As I said, there is 
much more Test cricket being 
played these days and the more 
bowling you do. obviously, the' 
more chance you have of taking 


wickets. It is in this area that Both 
am has the advantage. He is still 
only 28 and I can see him playing 
another six or seven years, even th¬ 
ough he often looks as though he's 
been spending too much time in the 
pizza parlour lately. ^ 

Another player who could give my 
record a nudge in the longer term is 
Imran Khan. The Pakistan captain 
had his own specrai purgatory in 
Australia in th^ summer of 
1983-84 and he wiU have to get 
over the chronic shin Injury. But a fit 
Imran would have many seasons 


and a lot of wickets ahead of him. 
Apart from that stress shin fracture, 
he is a tremendously fit athlete. 
Although he likes the good life, he 
doesn't drjpk or smoke and ob¬ 
viously gets plenty of early nights. 

Another waiting in the winqs and 
ready to swoop is India's KafiHi Dev. 
Kapil seems to have been ageless 
in his mid-twenties for some time 
now and I'd be surprised if even he 
realty Imows how old he reatiy is. It' 
matters little because he is f b(oo^ 
fine bowler - he keeps tjSiung>Yyiic^r 
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ets and we are going to see a lot 
more about him. 

While i believe Botham will be 
the one to set the more longstand¬ 
ing record, I have a great deal of re¬ 
spect for the ability of the two from 
the Third World. Both Imran and 
Kapil have spent many summers 
toiling away on unresponsive 
pitches in their home countries. Th¬ 
eir respective records represent 
quite remarkable feats in those cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Records never meant a great deal 
to me but I must admit I became 


more aware of them as I advanced 
towards the twilight of my career. 
Reaching 350 Test wickets was a 
good final milestone. In retrospect I 
would have been disappointed had 
I missed it. 

I've never been a statistics man. 
If I had, I suppose I could say I 
played against the Rest of the 
World and took 20-odd wickets; I 
took about 80 in World Series 
Cricket; and against other countries 
like New Zealand when they were 
not playing Australia in Tests. 


injury, too, so I guess I could have 
been up around the 500 mark. No, it 
shouldn't be too long before so¬ 
meone else gets over the 400 mark 
and sets sail after the magic 500. 

My days as record-holder are 
numbered but I'll be the first to con¬ 
gratulate the guy who beats my 
mark. Being second-third-or 
fourth-best won't worry me at all 
because I'll know that I did as well 
as anyone else in my time. And 
when I sit there with an ear trumpet 
and long grey beard, that will be 
pretty important to me. 


I missed two years with my back 

CRICKET’S MOST BEAUTIFUL OFFERING 


Come In, Spinner 


T here may be a theory among 
the uninitiated that the typical 
fqst bowler regards the spinner as a 
poor relation. It is not so. Not in my 
case anyway, or in the case of any 
cricketer - no matter what his spe¬ 
ciality - who regards bowling {fast, 
slow or otherwise) as an art form. 

No, the public at large may regard 
the spinner as a poor relation these 
days but the cricketing fraternity it¬ 
self does not. 

It is a fact of life that fast bowling 
was "the thing" in cricket of the 
1970s and has stayed that way so 
far in the '80s. It is a symptom of 
the times, I guess. These are excit¬ 
ing times and fast bowlers generate 
excitement. But I am personally 
saddened by the fact that the times 
have relegated the spinner to the 
back seat at just about every level 
of cricket. 

The successful fast bowlers 
seemed to appear on the scend'al- 
most simultaneously in the ’708 
and up-and-coming players, inevi¬ 
tably irtfluenced by their impact, 
accentuated the trend towards 
pace, pace and more pace. 

The philosophy developed that 
without pace - and lots of it - you 
couldn't win. a game of cricket. I'm 
not complaining. Why should 17 
Fast bowling was my life and it sure 
beat counting other people's mon¬ 
ey as a teller in a bank. 

But I still regret that a more equi¬ 
table balance between pace and 
spin was not maintained, that so 
many would-be spinners aban¬ 
doned the craft they were learning 
to become involved in the pace 
push because turning the ball was 
not at the time, fashionable. 

; The spinner will, however, make 



Biahen Singh Bedl... mbit dead¬ 
ly with this art 


a comeback. As surely as pace do¬ 
minates one given era of cricket, 
spin will dominate another, and 
batting yet another. Cricket runs in 
such cycles. It has always been so. 

In Australia's case, Fred {the De¬ 
mon) Spofforth set our first speed 
cycle in motion. Another was gen¬ 
erated by Jack Gregory and Ted 
McDonald. Speed was highlighted 
yet again by Ray Lindwall and Keith 
Miller and, in the 1970s, by Jeff Th¬ 
omson and myself. 

In other eras, spin was supreme 
and class spinners were devastat¬ 
ing and the biggest drawcards in 
cricket. 

Few who saw them will ever for¬ 
get the patterns of destruction 
woven by Clarrie Grimmett and Bill 
O'Reilly in the 1930s. In both Aus¬ 
tralia and England, on all types of 
surfaces, Grimmett was the pivot of 
Australia's attack. A small, gnome¬ 
like character with an almost 
round-arm action, his accuracy and 
guile with leg-breaks and top- 
spinnars wrote his name indelibly 
into cricket history. 

.In just 37 Tests, he took 216 
wickets at an average of 24.21. I 
enjoyed a much longer career - 70 
Tests - and finishecTwith a slightly 
better average, 23.92. However, in 
terms of wicket-averaM per match, 
Grimmett is ahead by 5.83 to 5.07. 
He left no doubts as to the potency 
of the slow bowler. 

O'ReilFy vyas his great partner m 
spin, as tall as Grimmett was short 
and, therefore, the perfect foil for 
him. He was equally deadly. They 
didn't call him "Tiger" for nothing. 
He bowled leg-breaks and googties 
with skill and venom which moved 
Sir Donald Bradman to describe 
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Abdul Qadlr.. spin that spelt success 

him as the greatest bowler of his 
era His figures, in 27 Tests were 
144 wickets at 22 59 apiece - a 
wicket-average of 5 33 per Test 

World War II brought that great 
spinning era to a close It also 
ushered in Lindwall and Miller - a 
brand new phase It did not, ho¬ 
wever, push the spinner into obs 
curity Indeed, Australian sides 
were always balanced by the inclu 
ston of men like Colin McCool, Ian 
Johnson and, for one magnificent 
season. Jack Iverson 

Historians will for ever tell of Jim 
Laker s 46 wickets against Austra¬ 
lia in England in 1956 Abetting 
him was my future Sheffield Shield 
captain Tony Lock, a marvellously 
aggressive and talented spin 
bowler worth his place in any ele¬ 
ven in the world, as was Deadly 
Derek Underwood, much in the 
mould of Tony Lock s type of bowl 
mg 

The West Indies produced the fa¬ 
bulous spinners Sonny Ramadhin 
and Alf Valentine and Garry Sobers 


(who cold bowl at any pace) and the 
great Lance Gibbs While fast bowl 
mg and the West Indies are synon 
ymous today, Gibbs bowled 
27 115 balls for his country to be 
come the first - and so far the only - 
slow bowler to take 300 Test wick¬ 
ets His final tally of 309 remained a 
world record until I was lucky en¬ 
ough to break it one afternoon at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
What sort of advancement the 
West Indies would have made at 
the time as a Test nation without 
Gibbs does not bear thinking about 

The fact that the spinner has 
played such a small role m West In¬ 
dian attacks of recent years is testi 
mony to two facts - the simultan¬ 
eous emergence of a remarkable 
clutch of outstanding fast bowlers 
in the Canbbean and the reluctance 
of the Windies selectors to play a 
spinner who might not be good en¬ 
ough at Test level 

This illustrates a point of high 
importance that it is foolish to 
play a spin boiwler merely to add 


balance to a side. He must al¬ 
ways earn his place in an eleven. 
In other words, there is always 
room for the very good spin 
bowler, but otherwise always go 
for the good medium-pacer or 
fast man. 

Ideally, as in the cases of Gnm- 
mett and O'Reilly and Ramadhin 
and Valentine, two great spinners 
together are a blessing for any cap¬ 
tain It IS a great bonus but a ranty 

Australia s finest post-war spin¬ 
ner, Richie Benaud, operated with¬ 
out a spin partner throughout his 
Test career Richie played 63 Tests 
from 1951-52 until 1963-64 
against some of the world's finest 
batsmen and gathered 248 victims 
at an average of 27 03 He, like 
Gibbs and Tayfield, was a spinner 
who held his country's Test bowl¬ 
ing record 

It would never do to discuss 
great s|3mners and great spinning 
nations without mentioning India's 
contributions India has produced 
some magnificent slow bowlers in 
the post-war era-names like Bishen 
Bedi (266 Test wickets), B S Chan¬ 
drasekhar (242), E A S Prasanna 
(189) and S Venkataraghavan 
(155) Between them they per¬ 
formed some glorious bowling 
deeds for their country They were 
as potent in their own way as anv 
quartet of West Indian express 
bowlers What any captain today 
would doforjusttwoof them' 



Ashley Mallett the art of off- 
spinfinely show-cased 
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‘Tiger’ O'Reilly... 7 never sate him but he must have been one hell 
of a bowler' 


Richie Benaud's retirement 
marked the end of an era in Austra¬ 
lian bowling. Australia has had no 

» inner of his calibre since. 

The truth is that there have 
been very few really great leg- 
spinners at any time in history. 

This is because leg-spinning is an 
extremely difficult art to master, the 
most difficult of all cricketing 
trades. It has become more difficult 
stilt-wirith the advent of one-day 

have 


often tended to buy their wickets -a 
feature which would hardly endear 
them to one-day captains. 

But it can be done, as Pakistan's 
Abdul Qadir has shown with his 
successes in all types of cricket. He 
may be one in a million - a real wi¬ 
zard - but if he has inspired even a 
mere handful of youngsters to fol¬ 
low his path, he will have achieved 
much for the game of cricket. 

For good or otherwise, the Ea¬ 
rnout and excitement of bowling 


has always come from the fast 
men. They have made a great spec¬ 
tacle of their skill. But so has Qadir. 
He i^ young enough to go on to real 
greatness and he may in due course 
be seen to have inaugurated a new 
and exciting era for the spinner. I 
truly hope so, for the spinner's art 
is one of cricket's most beautiful 
offerings. 

The timing of the slow bowler's 
re-emergence as a dominant force 
will depend largely on the type of 
pitches the future produces and on 
the degree of adventure selectors 
will show. 

Budding spinners should certain¬ 
ly not despair, however. As I have 
said, they need only be good en¬ 
ough and a place in senior cricket is 
theirs. They cannot expect fa¬ 
voured treatment merely because 
they are an unusual breed. 

Quality spinners have moved to 
the veiy top more than once for 
Australia in the last dozen or so 
years. Both Bill Lawry and Ian 
Chappell must have been very 
grateful for the presence in their 
sides of Ashley Mallett, whose 
sharp spin and awkward bounce 
brought him 132 Test wickets in 
38 Tests at an average of 29.84. He 
was somewhat more expensive 
than the spinners who preceded 
him, but he had the invaluable qua¬ 
lity of being able to bowl well in all 
countries. 

Mallett was one of the many 
spinners who took several years to 
mature, as did Bruce Yardley, my ' 
West Australian colleague. After 
being advised to abandon his me¬ 
dium-pace aspirations, Yardley 
took to off-spin and improved year 
by year. 

He entered the Test scene some- 
yvhat unobtrusively during the days 
of World Series Cricket and main¬ 
tained his rate of improvement to 
become an integral part of Austra^ 
ha s Test attack. I was disappointed 
when he retired from first-class 
cricket in his mid-thirties, already 
with 126 Test victims to his name 
and, in my opinion, the prospect of 
many more still before him. 

Australia's spinning cupboard is 
pretty bare at the moment. W.A.'s 
Tom Hogan is our best prospect. He 
has had little international exper¬ 
ience and he will improve as he is 
given mo,re opportunities. 

It would be a great thing for Aus¬ 
tralian cricket if he developed into a 
top-liner and inspired a new gener¬ 
ation of tweakers. 

Copyright; Methuen Australia 
Pty Ltd. Available at Marine 
Sports, (near Portuguese 
Church), Gokhale Road (South), 
Dadar, Bombay-28. Price Rs. 139 
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TENNIS 


Toll of the courts 


B jorn BORG quit the interna¬ 
tional circuit because he had 
suffered enough from its pressures 
the continuous travel and the 
necessity of devoting his whole life 
to preparing playing - and then 
recovering from - matches day 
after day after day 

Now I hear that John McEnroe 
intends to retire from the circuit in 
another four years It s for the same 
reasons as Borg, but with a overt 
attitude that there is more to life 
than just hitting a million balls 
across a three feet high net every 
yeai 

He will of course, be rich for the 
rest of his life - and for the lives of 
any children who come along - pro¬ 
viding his doesnt flitter away his 
assets with stupid ventuies And I 
feel he won t 

Quite clearly he is striving to 
beat Borgs record of winning 



Wimbledon five years in succes¬ 
sion Despite all his misdemean¬ 
ours on court, McEnroe has a great 
feeling for tennis and all its better 
traditions Note that he always 
wears his USA Davis Cup jacket on 
court and with great pride 

Of course, he and Borg are in 
ideal financial situation now, but 
they really worked like slaves in 
acquiring such security The public 


- and quite a few tennis officials - 
deplore the immense amounts of 
prize money around the circuit But 
those who win most of it have 
given everything to tennis with a 
determination seldom found out¬ 
side sport Specialisation is the 
price they pay* and to that extent 
they deserve their pickings 

The recent Monte Carlo and 
Dallas 'biggies" emphasised - if 
emphasis is at all needed - the phy¬ 
sical and mental demands of world 
top ten tennis ranking Take the 
Swedes Henrick Sundstrum and 
Joakim Nystroms, and the inevita¬ 
ble Czech Ivan Lendl They slogged 
away on the outdoor, red clay 
courts for a series of gnnding hours 
on slow surface outdoors Believe 
me, those Monte Carlo courts, 
though beautifully groomed, take 
tremendous toil of any ambitious 
circuit professional 


Human assessment needed 


I T MAY BE THE era of computers 
but when it comes to world tennis 
rankings, there are many factors 
which need human assessment So 
It IS customary for a number of 
long-term experts or well-respect¬ 
ed committees to produce their 
own top ten rankings at the end 
of each year, and to publish them 

Sifting takes a lot of time so such 
rankings do not usually reach the 
general public until late in January 
or during February One of the best 
respected is produced by the 
American magazine Tennis via 
their committees - one for men and 
women spread across the world 
through authorities in Australia, 
Japan France, England Italy and 
the USA with the managing direc 
tor of Tennis magazine Alexander 
McNab 

Their work is unique in one way 
because their ali-embracing rank 
mgs are then re-drawn for stand 
mgs on four different surfaces, 
namely grass, indoor, clay (those 
loose-surface red courts) and hard 
courts (m most places concrete, 
and the various acrylic surfaces 
which now proliferate) 

In all but one case, the top four 
remain the same, m name but not m 
order For example, John McEnroe 
IS top on grass, indoor and hard 
courts, but he is pushed down to 


second place when it comes to clay 
- that IS Ivan Lendl's right The 
other two named are Jimmy Con¬ 
nors, who ranks second on grass 
indoor and hard, but it is not rated 
at all on clay On that surface, he is 
replaced by Andres Gomez and 
Henrik Sundstrom Fifth place is 
shared by Pat Cash, Anders Jarryd 
and Sundstrom 

The women vary a great deal 
more, but Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert Lloyd are first and 
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second on all surfaces When it 
comes to the surface break-down, 
there is a different player for each, 
namely Hana Mandlikova, Kathy 
Jordan, Manuela Maleeva, and Carl¬ 
ing Bassett Pam Shriver is fourth 
on grass and indoors, but nowhere 
on clay or hard courts 

Manuela, aged 17, may be a new 
name for many readers, for she 
comes from Bulgaria wherei.little 
attention is paid to tennis But not 
by the Maleeva family, for mother is 
a multi-winner of that country's 
championship She seems to be an 
even better coach than competitor, 
for by turning to the under-18 
world rankings, you see the name 
again, but prefixed by Katerina 
instead of Manuela Katerina is only 
15 years old, and soon she may be 
finding herself chased by the third 
sister of the family 

When It comes to ages, however, 
look out for Gabnela Sabattini, 
Argentina, who is 14, rising 15 and 
already the'conquerer of many top 
class high rankers She heads the 
girl juniors, with 1 b year old Steffi 
Graf at sixth Boris Becker 17 is 
only third among the boys, but 
what a service he has There will be 
many thrills in 1985 Perhaps most 
of them from mid-teeners It should 
be exciting 

__ L. - i 
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“I don’t think I have lost my form 
and I still hope to make the Indian 
team,” says the Salgaocar and 
former India captain. 
Brahmanand 
TPiSaotosh Ghosh 




rm still hopeful 


T he 9TH FEDERATION Cup Foot¬ 
ball Tournament at Bangalore 
gave Brahmanand an opportunity 
to prove that his sharp edge has not 
blunted and he can be given the 
nod in the Indian team Brahman¬ 
and was at his best in the second 
leg semi-finals against Mohun 
Bagan and it was his misfortune 
that his teammates let him down in 
the tie breaker after he had saved 
two penalty kicks to give Salgaocar 
a 3-1 lead. SPORTSWEEK asked 
Brahmanand a few questions after 
the match to know his feelings on 
his recent showings. 

Q. DO YOU think you have a 
chance to come back in the Indian 
team? 

A. IF THE performance in the 


season I was unlucky to have been 
left out of the Indian team But I 
have not lost heart and I feel I 
should be back in the side soon. 

Q. WHAT WERE the reasons for 
Goa's bad performance in the 
recent Nationals? 

A. FIRST OF all, I blame the Goa 
Football Association for having 
held the coaching camp for just ten 
days. Teams like Maharashtra, Ser¬ 
vices, had long practice sessions 
prior to the tournament and you 
cannot expect a team to win the 
Nationals with inadequate practice. 
The GFA held the coaching camp 
when the Italian Youth team played 
an exhibition game against Goa XI 
But the camp was discontinued 
when the Nationals were post- 


Q WHICH WAS the best side m 
the Nationals this time? 

A. Undoubtedly Punjab were a 
strong side this year. Parminder 
was their best performer in the mid- 
field and Parmar as usual was very 
sound in defence. Punjab has really 
made remarkable progress in re¬ 
cent times. 

Q. What was the reason for 
JCT's poor showing? 

A. JCT ARE virtually a Punjab 
side. They did well to lift the 
Madura Coasts trophy and also the 
Sait Nagjee trophy Probably they 
were tired after having played too 
much football They also had to 
travel a lot I am sure JCT will regain 
their good form. 


Federation Cup is the basis for 
selecting a player, then I feel that I 
have a small chance to regain my 
place in the National side. We 
(Salgaocar) had a golden opportun¬ 
ity to reach the finals after I had 
managed to save twice in the tie 
breaker to find ourselves leading at 
3-1. I think we were destined to 
lose. But it hurts when you lose the 
game after having dominated 
throughout. 

"I don't think I lost my form at 
any time during the season. I was 
satisfied with my performance in 
the Sait Nagjee and the Madura 
Coats tournaments before coming 
to Bangalore for the Federation 
C^,A|l^h8t I can say is that we did 
tNi ipatt in Bangalore this 


poned and was resumed only a few 
days before the Nationals had start¬ 
ed. 

We were also unlucky to miss the 
services of our coach Shanmu- 
gham. The absence of Camilo 
Gonsalves and Maurice Afonso 
also weakened the side a bit. 
Anthony Rebello, Derick Pereira 
and Arnold Rodrigues who were in 
the team last year were also 
conspicuous by their absence. In 
the end, there was no proper com¬ 
bination due to lack to team- 
practice. Our halves could not func¬ 
tion properly and this put pressure 
on our defence. We had a very 
impressive'midfield combination of 
Herbert, Maurice and Arnold last 
year at Madras. 


Q. HOW LONG WILL you be able 
to play at the top level? 

A. I FEEL I can continue play¬ 
ing for at least another five years. 
I am young and I still have lot of 
enthusiasm for the game. I do lot 
of exercises to keep fit. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT Goa's 
chances of regaining the National 
Championship again? 

A. Goa undoubtedly will be a 
stronger side next year. Derick 
Pereira and Lector Mascarenhas 
hve both left Tatas to join Salgao¬ 
car and pempo respectively. 
Anthony D'Souza has also left 
Mahindras to rejoin Sesa. This 
definitely augurs well for Goa. 

AJITK.MOYI; 








AFTERMATH OF THE ^BRUSSELS MASSACRE* 
The heartbreak and fury now in Italy 
By Michael Parry 


HREE hundred 
yards from Ju- 
ventus's magnific 
ent Communale 
1 Q Stadium I sat in 
__ a bar and 

watched on TV as dozens of the 
club's supporters came home from 
the big match in coffins 

The grief was indescribable The 
man next to me threw his aims in 
the air, let out a long piercing wail 
and then collapsed on to his knees 
beating the floor with his fists 

Everybody was shaking their 
heads and crying or standing rigid, 
constantly scratching a crucifix on 
their chests 

The walls of the oar carried the 
pictures of past and present Turin 
players including the great Welsh 
star John Charles who wore their 
shirt in the late fifties 

Outside in the street the pave 


ments were littered with remnants 
of burned Union Jacks and pictures 
of Liverpool which had bean torn to 
shreds British cars had had their 
panels kicked in and 'British bas¬ 
tards" had been daubed in paints 
on the white walls of the Commun¬ 
ale 

,4s a Briton who had i ntered Italy 
on a passport issued in Liverpool / 
wasnt exactly the most popular 
man in theplac e As the immigration 
official at the an port put it / don t 
know why you have (ome We have 
no'welcome for you tod.iy 

The atmosphere was so intimi 
dating that a friendly taxi driver ad¬ 
vised me to try to speak French and 
at several hotels I was told ho 
rooms were available 

Back in the bar saying sorry 
seemed a bit inadequate as I 
watched the TV pictures of wives 
girlfriends and mothers draped 
over coffins in convulsions of tears 


Anyway, most people in Turin are 
not in a forgiving mood 

Some fans stare and mutter 
' death to Liverpool' Many people 
cannot or do not want to hide their 
anger and hatred on the British 

Why have you come Do you 
want to gloat further^" asked one 
barman who refused me a drink I 
don't serve Englishmen You are all 
too drunk already You are always 
drunk Perhaps the massacre would 
not have happened if the English 
were not drunk' 

All of a sudden nobody speaks 
English You stand there trying to 
explain you would like a packet of 
cigarettes and even shouting ci- 
garello' and making gestures failed 
to bring any response 

Many people do not want to be 
seen talking to or assisting an Eng¬ 
lishman in case they too become 

victims of other Italian s anger 












The scramble for safety... and towards death 


Their fears are well founded At a 
school in Balzano a 13 year old boy 
was beaten so hard by his class 
mates that he had to go to hospital 
His crimel’ His name is Daniel and 
his mother IS English 

And in the four-star Concord Ho¬ 
tel - Turin’s best - a waiter asked 
me to remove the English new¬ 
spaper from my table over dinner 
He thoght it might "inflame' some 
people 

Even the pop world has been af¬ 
fected The group China Crisis can¬ 
celled an engagement in Bologna 
fearing for theirhves- the group are 
all from Liverpool 

Trying to reason with emotional, 
hot-blooded Italians about the dis¬ 
aster IS not easy 

I have tned to tell many people 
that in England, and more particu¬ 
larly in Liverpool, we are all 
ashamed of the louts and that our 
hearts go out to the families of th¬ 
ose who were killed. 

But they don't believe us 

One Italian pointed out to me that 
Liverppoi fans had a banner at the 


match which said Munich 58 " 

The sick banner was designed to 
provoke Manchester United fans 
watching on TV, as a reminder of 
the dreadful Munich aircrash 

Such sick people could only 

^ FIFA also bans ^ 
English clubs 

jpk RITISH Prime Minister Margaret 
P Thatcher welcomed the chance 
to restore the good name of English 
soccer after the International 
Soccer Federation (FIFA) declared 
an indefinite ban on English club 
teams over last week's fatal not at a 
Brussels stadium 

■| think we fully understand why 
the (FIFA) have made it and I hope 
we shall be able to take steps 
which will restore our good name 
both at home and in international 
football," Mrs Thatcher told the 
House of Commons 
She made her remarks after rul¬ 
ing Conservative Party ' maker 
Anthony Nelson said the riFA rul¬ 
ing, announced in Zurich today, 
was "a>wholiy justified decision" , 


gloat about death I don’t believe th¬ 
ey can be sorry," said one Italian 

"What will they be carrying next 
year? - Brussels 86 " 

One fan suggested that Bntain 
should show It IS sorry by finding 
the hooligans who started the trou¬ 
ble and sending them to Italy to be 
tried for murder 

He added And then and he 
pulled his thumb sharply across his 
throat 

The easiest way for me to try and 
appreciate how they feel is to ima¬ 
gine being back at home standing 
in front of Liverpool's famous Liver 
building and watching 38 hearses 
pass by on their way back from An- 
field 

The tragedy seems to have tom 
the soul out of this grimy, industnal 
city where football rates alongside 
religion 

But despite all the gnef and de 
spair, those who should have been 
hurt most - the real football fans - 
want to forget the anger and start 
building bridges which will once 
again allow British footb tiers to 


















The heartbreak and fury now in Italy 


play on Italian aoit and the rest of 
the Continent. 

Even amongst passionate Juven- 
tus supporters shock and hurt have 
been replaced by a universal desire 
to take football away from the 
mindless thugs and give it back to 
the true supporters. 

British hooligans were undoub¬ 
tedly to blame for the horror at 
Bmssels' Heysel stadium, but at the 
same time it is true to say that Ju- 
ventus has an active gang of tra¬ 
velling thugs known as the "Bianco 
e Nero" or "black and white fury" 
after the colours of the team 

Veteran fan Benito Colechia, stilt 


wiping the tears after seeing the re¬ 
turn of the dead, told me: 

"We all know the players and the 
coaches of Liverpool are good men. 
it's the same at Juventus. But we 
both have the terror. We know here 
in Italy how Liverpool feels today. 

"The real tragedy is I don't think it 
will be safe for Liverpool or any Bri¬ 
tish team to ever come to Turin 
again. The 'fury' will be laying in 
wait. The thugs will never forget 
and they will want revenge. 

They will not forget and they will 
want to kill Englishmen They want 
to kill Englishmen now If they were 
m here you would not be safe " 


Over at the Communale stadium 
a nervous official showed me into a 
room where there were literal^ th¬ 
ousands of letters from England 
piled on the floor. Most bore the 
postmarks from Liverpool or north 
England and some even contained 
a fiver as a gesture to try to apolo¬ 
gise for the carnage. 

One letter said simply: "I am sorry 
and I share your gri^ - Ron, a ko- 
pite." 

From such gestunes there is hope 
in Italy that our national anthem 
might once again nng around the 
stadia of Europe 


MERSEY POLICE HOLD TWO YOUTHS JUST FOR THEIR OWN PROTECTION 


We did not start death 
riot, say terrified fans 
as mob seeks revenge 

By Roger Tavener and David Stoakes 


T wo YOUTHS were being held 
by the police for their own pro¬ 
tection last week after denying 
claims that they led the Brussels 
death riot 

An angry crowd gathered out¬ 
side the home of one of the Liver¬ 
pool fans after they were report¬ 
ed to have boasted: 'Wa're proud 
of it. We'll probably be the heroes 
of the Kop next year." 

But terrified 18-year-old Terry 
Wilson and Steve McDonald said. 
"It's all lies." _ 

Several telephoned death threats 
were received by police stations. 

And market porter Terry of Nor- 
vile Road, Broad Green, liverpool, 
admitted before being taken away 
by police: "I'm scared stiff." 

' McDonald, an apprentice elec¬ 
trician, of Elgin Court, Ratnhill, 
claimed they only got involved in 
the European Cup carnage, which 
left 38 dead, to save a child. 

He said: We saw a little boy 
wearing a Liverpool hat and shorts 
being attacked and kicked by Ita¬ 
lians so we went to help." 

Wilson agreed: "We went to 
save the kid, and during the chaos I 
did hit an Italian but that was in 
self-defence. 

"From then on we just fought 



to get out of the ground. 

'There is no way we wore the 
ringleaders of the violence, that's 
just rubbish. " 

Merseyside police said they took 
the youths away at their own re¬ 
quest to p^rotoct them. 

A spr^esman said: "Now wo 
want to find out if there i^ any 
truth in what they are supposed 
to have said." 

Families of both youths vigor¬ 
ously denied that their sons were 
involved. 

Wilson's father, 46-year-old car 
worker Walter said; 'The first 
I heard was on the radio and I 
nearly dropped dead. My wife 
was almost hysterical. But it’s 
clearly a set-up. There's no way 
Terry would have dona that." 

And his mother Ann said 'Terry 
said to me he felt like a leper when 
he was making his way home in his 
Liverpool colours. He was terribly 
upset by tl)p deaths." 

T he seeds of football violence 
were sown when players start¬ 
ed hugging and kissing^on the field, 
it was claimed today. That marked 
the end of gentlemanly behaviour in 
the gamp, said an authority on up¬ 
per-class manners, Hardd Bfooks- 
Baker, of Burke's Perage. ■ 






SOCCER VIOLENCE: THE BRITISH CONNECTION 


Britain’s 
’Barmy Armies’ 


By Stuart Weir 


In the aftermath of the carnage at tite 
Liverpool and Juventus footisall match in 
Brussels, a correspondent examines the rise 
of soccer hooliganism in Britain. He finds 
that violence became a feature of the game 
in the 1960s with the rise of the Skinhead 
youth cultand has developed into organised 
armies of supporters. 


I N A BRITAIN deeply troubled and 
shocked by the tragedy in Brus 
sels the most popular remedy for 
football hooliganism was the rein 
troduction of compulsory military 
service for young men 

Ironically most of the football 
hooligans themselves would wel 
come such an outcome Most 
major football clubs in Britain now 
have their organised gangs of 
young men who go to matches 
with the intention of fighting rival 
gangs and they all describe them 
selves as armies 

Recently for example Totten 
ham Hotspur fans were circulating 
duplicated notices headed Read 
and pass on The Tottenham Army 
Will assemble outside Sloane 
Square Tube Station At 1pm we 
will march off One of their most 
common chants is We are Tott n 
ham s barmy army 

Fans even ascribe ranks to them 
selves The ringleader of a gang of 
Cambridge fans recently gaoled for 
five years for organising savage 
attacks on visiting supporters was 
known to his gang as The Gene 
ral 

These young men are also exces 
sively nationalistic Travelling 
abroad but even at home they 
frequently carry Union Jacks and 
the British fans who rioted during 
the European Nations Cup match in 
Turin in 1980 painted their faces in 
the red white and blue of the 
national flag and sang Rule Britan 
nia' 


They were promptly denounced 
by Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher for bringing shame upon 
Britain, but they believed they were 
upholding Britain s honour abroad 
just as their peers were to do in the 
Falklands two years later They are 
in short, a symbol of Britain s own 
confused post-impenal identity - a 
horde of Mr Hydes to plague the 
Prime Minister's pnm Mrs Jekyll 


But It was not always like this, as 
a puzzicHi Bntain tells itself Vio* 
lance at football rratches was rare 
in the 1940$ and 19508 - an offi- 
tiW taport in 1968 found that there 
VNwa perhaps a dozen incidents a 



The only exception was Glasgow 
where brutalising poverty and reli¬ 
gious bigotry created continuing 
gang rivalry between Glasgow 
Rangers and Celtic fans from the 
1920s onwards 

But as young working class 
youths in Britain's inner cities 
became steadily detached from 
their traditional cultures and began 
to construct their own, they turned 
to gang violence and organised 
vandalism away from football 
grounds Teenagers adopted suc¬ 
cessive waves of fashionable life¬ 
styles and their representatives - 
teddy Boys Mods Rockers, Skin¬ 
heads - took their gang rivalry into 
the public arena 

Violence began to spill onto the 
football terraces in the early 1960s 
But though grounds resounded to 
chants of You re gonna get your f 
heads kicked in British sociolo 
gists probably correctly, warned 

The organised gangs have 
not only to outwit each 
other but also the poU 
Ice force 

against oyerreacting The chants, 
they explained were largely ritua¬ 
listic few heads were actually 
kicked in It was the arrival of the 
Skinhead tradition, in the late 
1960s which brought real violence 
into football 

The Skinheads reasserted what 
they regarded as traditional work¬ 
ing class attitudes They were hard 
and tough, and ever ready for a 
ruck (fight) They exaggerated 
their working class identity by 
weanng cropped hair and by dress¬ 
ing uniformly in large boots, braces 
and open-necked shirts 
They gathered together in the 
traditional working class meeting 
places of young men - the uncover¬ 
ed "ends' (terraces) of the mapr 
football grounds - and brought to 
them a fierce sense of "temtona- 
lity" They turned the passionate 
tradition of support, as represented 
by the celebrated fans of the Liver¬ 
pool "Kop" (named patriotically 
after the Boer War battle of Spion 
Kop) or Manchester United's Stret¬ 
ford End into sornething more 


sinister battles between the "ehds" 
themselves 

The Skinhead image has now 
been discarded, but Bntain's social¬ 
ly dispossessed young men have 
earned on and developed their 
aggressive codes of behaviour 
Their example has spread far 
beyond the "armies" of the major 
clubs Now almost every football 
club in Britain has its ' hard nuts', 
however small the contingent 
might be And older men, in their 
20s or 30s, join in and marshall the 
youngster 

The gang warfare between the 
armies is now highly organised 
They have to outwit not only each 
other, but also a police force which 
employs complex techniques to 
segregate fans at the grounds, on 
the streets and at nearby railway 
stations too (which explains the 
British cnticisms of the failure of 
the Brussels police to take ade¬ 
quate segregation measures 

The mapr obpetive for every 
army" is to "take (occupy) the 
opposing fans' end or to make the 
other team s fans run " They also 
seek to ambush each other outside 
the grounds and practise elaborate 
deceits to trick rival fans into their 
ambush 

They glory in the kind of denun¬ 
ciation from figures in authority 
which has followed the Brussels 
tragedy They are anti-authorita 
nan, openly racist, hostile to intel¬ 
lectuals, students and homosex¬ 
uals 

It IS hardly surprising therefore, 
that John Smith, Liverpool's chair¬ 
man, should allege that fascist 
groups were behind the charge 
which led to the Brussels carnage 
Certainly, the National Front and 
Bntish Movement seek converts 
among football fans, and openly 
incite them to xenophobia as well 
as racial hatred 

But there are other explanations 
for their behaviour in the Hysel 
Stadium The simplest is that their 
charge was a spontaneous reaction 
to the taunts and missiles from 
Juventus fans It is also possible 
that they were seeking to revenge 
the beatings and stabbings which 
Liver|x>oi fans suffered last year 
outside Roma's ground 

Gemini News Service 




SOCCER 


By Debabrata Chowdhury 


CALCUTTA DIARY 


F ootballers 

Welfare As¬ 
sociation, an orga¬ 
nisation Of the 
footballers by the 
footballers and 
for the footballers arranged a bene¬ 
fit match on 13th September last 
year at Calcutta's Mohun Bagan 
ground and out of the proceeds, 
Rs 30,000 was handed over to 
Man Kaniyan the former Olympian, 
by West Bengal Chief Minister Jyo- 
ti Basu 

Besides Kaniyan, who died on 
April 16th this year in his Bangalore 
home, Mahabir Prasad and K P 
Dhanraj also received Rs 30,000 
each subsequently 

On 23rd May 1985 the FWA 
again arranged an exhibition match 
and Rs 30,000 each Was handed 
over to Bombay's Ramchandra Par- 
ab and Calcutta’s Sachindra Nath 
Mitra Both had been laguishing in 
extreme poverty and according to 
Parab, a member of the 1948 Lon¬ 
don Olympic team, the repeated re¬ 
quests he made to the football 
bosses for help met with only false 
promises Parab would, from now 
on, also receive Rs 100 as monthly 
pension from Mohun Bagan Club 

The day after the benefit match. 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu handed 
over purses of Rs 5,000 each to 
Ahmed Khan, Parab and Mitra on 
behalf of the West Bengal govern¬ 
ment 

ITH THE withdrawal of Iran 
and Afghanistan the South 
Asian group of the Asian Club 
Championship - revived by the 
Asian Football Confederation after 
16 long years -will comprise the 
champion club teams of Pakistan, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and 
Maldives India would, of course be 
represented by East Bengal of Cal¬ 
cutta 

While the preliminary matches 
will be held in Colombo in August 
this year, the final round games are 
likely to be held in Calcutta As hint¬ 
ed by Ashok Ghosh everything 
seems to depend on whether East 
Bengal make it to the last eight On 
current form of course, P K Baner- 
jees boys are ouite capable of 
making it 

As some sort of incentive. East 
Bengal would receive a part of their 
expenses from the All-India Foot¬ 
ball Federation The organising 
authorities have however made it 
clear that they would bear the cost 
of qnly 18 footballers of the club 




W ITH TAMILNADU Football As 
sociation finally expressing 
their inability to state the 1986 Ja 
waharlal Nehru Gold Cup, the AIFF 
may altogether drop the idea of 
holding the tournament next year 
Ashok Ghosh said that the AIFF are 
thinking of holding a tournament 
with famous club sides of the 
world The tournament to be 
named as Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Football Tournament will be held 
every alternate year and he hoped 
that It would be as popular as the 
Nehru Gold Cup which may not re 
mam a every year affair from now 
on 

W ITH A view to finish the lea 
gue a bit earlier the new In 
dian Football Association secretary 
Prodyut Dutta had decided to hold 
some of the games at the Salt Lake 
stadium Since the stadium is nor 



P K Banerjee.. in overall 
charge 


mally used or only big games 
Dutta s decision came in for some 
scathing comments from Kamal 
Basu who IS the chairman of the 
Society for Sports When Dutta 
pointed out that the decision was 
taken in consultation with the State 
Sports Minister Subhas Chakra- 
borty, back came the retort Who is 
the Sports Minister? As far as the 
stadium is concerned the SSS are 
all in all 

T his year, the Calcutta senior 
division soccer league is follow¬ 
ing a new format The 27 teams 
have been divided into two groups 
on the basis of their performance 
last year, the first 15 forming the 
Group A and the best 12 teams are 
in Group B While the battle for 
supremacy will be confined to the 
teams of Group A, only 4 teams fin¬ 
ishing last in that group will be 
placed in Group B next year Simi¬ 
larly top 4 teams of Group B will be 
.,nMu»i3tecltAG/jciuD.A .AILthAtimms 


would play on a return-league ba¬ 
sis 

Even though the Group B 
matches began as early as May 21, 
It was not before 31 st May that the 
first of the Group A games was 
played between Railway Football 
Club and Kidderpore Sporting Club 
the Big Three will however take the 
field only next weejn On June 3, 
Mohun Bagan last years cham¬ 
pions will take on Behala Youth and 
the following day, it will be Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting to play 
against Rajasthan Club East Bengal 
the Federation Cup winners would 
play Aryans club on June 5 Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting had made an 
appeal to the I FA for postponment 
of their game against Rajasthan 
since they were playing in the Visk 
ha Trophy Incidentally Rajasthan 
beat the Mohammedans by a goal 
in last year s league game 

E ven if a foreign coach is invited 
to train the SeOul-bound boys 
he would be given no more than a 
position of technical directoi and 
P K Banerjee would certainly be in 
overall charge This was disclosed 
by Ashok Ghosh the AIFF secrp 
tary in Calcutta recently Mean 
while PK, who is take charge of the 
Indian team in August has request 
ed Arun Ghosh to be his assistant 
He also wants some committed 
former players like Mohammed Ha 
bib and Inder Singh to supervise re 
gional training camps to be based 
at 3 places in the South West and 
North as per PK s wishes The AIFF 
have already written to Uttar Pra¬ 
desh Sports director and well 
known physical training expert D K 
Tandon for his help and guidance in 
putting the boys in a better physical 
shape 

PK has also initiated a move to 
bring back Monoranjan Bhattachar 
jee Debashish Roy Prasanta Ban¬ 
erjee and Parmirtder Singh into the 
Inidan team He asserts that with¬ 
out the players, the Indian team 
yvould be quite weak As Monoran¬ 
jan and Debashish were suspended 
by WIFA following the Fracas in the 
Bombay Rovers Cup two years ago 
PK IS understood to have made an 
appeal both to the players and the 
AIFF to forg^ the past 

Incidentally, the organisers of the 
Rovers Cup who did not invite East 
Bengal last year is reported to have 
come to some sort of understand¬ 
ing with the clubs officials during 
the Federation Cup in Bangalore 
and It would not be a surtwnM if the 
popular Calcutta side le 
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INTAB TABLE TENNIS 


SW Correspondent 


Many a defeat 
turned to triumph 



A ssam S Tndip Durdrah proved 
to be a boudini - a great escape 
artist - in the eighth rrin Junior 
National Table Tennis i hampion 
ships for the INTAB Cup at thr Don 
Bosro school (tgmore) recently Hr 
appeared to be in the jaws of defe 
in the Junior National boys jinglc*^ 
final against Bengal s Gancsh 
Kundu when he w is down 10 I 8 in 
the third qamt aftei losing ♦he first 
two But then the top seed i o( ked i 
snook at thr set ond seed by stag 
int) t tecovery that had the pat ked 
hall rooting and roaring in or ♦'t u y 

If Tridip was able to tui i deft ii 
into triumph it was bt t jgse of his 
remarkable will to win Iiidip jus 
defied defeat He ir fust cl to hi 
beaten Of touise it w i li 
t ommencldble physical fitnt ss ih ti 
helped him fight liKf iilevil 

Kiinilu II fact 'ooked a shade 
suppiior ti Ttidip But fricliji 
showed ama/ing stayimj powt i 
and toveiaqe of the playing arena 
One should attribute Tridips tre 
mendous stamina to the extellent 
playing fat ilities and training pro 
vided at Gauhati Tridip s suet ess i 
but the fruit that Assam deseivts 
for providing facilities to play anri 
training almost round the r lock il u 
ly at the different centres 

The long sessions of training that 
promising Assam players had 
when North Korean coach Paik U 
Gtl visited Gauhati two years ago 
had put them on a strong footing 
And Tridip agile and acrobatit 
showed that he surely would go 
places through his remarkablt 
retrieving and uaol headeaness 

Yung Son Bhom who had trained 
the Tamil Nadu squad for some 
weeks before the INTAB tourney 
remarked at the end of the competi 
tton that Tamil Nadu players never 
think just serve and push 

He surely would not say that 
about Tndip Th^' poker faced 
Cotton College (Gatihati) eleventh 
standard student uspd his heatl as 
much as his feet and hand Essen 
tiatty a ban^-bang boy, Tridip 
tteirfor a while 


to stem the rot in the third game He 
turned into a returning machine 
that made percentage player Kundu 
restless Now Tndip s forehand 
topspin drive began to function like 
a dream His varied serves and 
angled returns had Kundu bemus 
ed As shot after shot came back to 
roost Kundu became diffident The 


tide turned And even then Kundu 
led 10 9 in the decider But then 
Tndip turned on the heat He struck 
a purple patch and reeling off four 
points he forged ahead and broke 
away to win 1221 1721 21 19 
21 14 21 14 

The junior girls singles Final also 
proved to be a real thriller Eighth 







Chetan Bahoor (left) and Ramesh Babu...sub-junior boya’ doubles champs. 


seeded Deepshika Soni (Delhi), 
who had toppled topseeded Hasina 
Jam (Gujarat) in the quarter-final 
round, deservingly took the title 
But the tight rope walking that she 
had to go through before emerging 
a 21-14. 16-21. 21-12, 17-21, 
21-19 win over Jyoti Mehta (MP) 
must have been nerve-wrecking for 
her indeed That she won after 
being down 7-18 in the decider 


showed what a great fighter she 
was. Deepshika was the slow and 
steady tortoise while Jyoti proved 
the hare that took off fast but failed 
to reach the winning post. Yes, 
Deepshika won through her consis¬ 
tently good performance. It was 
wise on her part to have slowed 
down the pace. Jyoti relished hot 
pace and when the pace decelrat- 
ed, she found herself as a fish out of 


water Her sliced returns failed to 
land where they should have and 
several forehand smashes went 
awry. And when Deepshika, a Guru 
Harknshan Public School (Delhi) 
eleventh standard student tight¬ 
ened the screws, Jyoti made a crop 
of errors. She panicked and saw the 
cup that was so near her lips being 
snatched away. 

As irt the junior boys final, an 



Deepak Sharma (left) and Abhay Gupta...Junlor 

- MM***-.* 


champions. 
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NIpJyott Bariio f>iis Asstun* st voungster dashed Bengal’s hopes 
in the sub junioi boys’ singles final 


Assamese player dashed Bengars 
hopes in the sub Junior boys sin 
gles And like Tridip, Nipjyoti Barua 
showed great fighting qualities too 
while overcoming Arup Basak 
Basak had Nipjyoti baffled with his 
service and had him beaten often 
with his sledgehammer smashes 
But 12 year old Nipjyoti was able 
to read Arup s serves as the match 
progressed And shrewdly mixing 
flat smashes with kicking forehand 
winners Nipjyoti was able to ovei 
haul the Bengal player and emerge 
the winner the scores being 14 21 
21 17 22 24 21 19 21 19 

Madhya Pradesh s sub junior 
girls more than made up for the 
bitter turnaround that had shat 
tered their hopes in the jumoi girls 
final The state that is not lagging 
behind Assam in providing excel 
lent facilities and training for its 
players deserved the sweet doufile 
that Rinku Gupta pulled off Rinku 
winner of the sub junior girls titir 
at Calcutta two years ago leqained 
the crown beating Manipur s Joy' e 
Remel 21 17 21 12 21 16 and 
then claimed the junior girls dou 
bles title in partnership with Jyoti 
Mehta The two downed Satabdi 
Burman and Kakoli Holay of Bengal 
21 19 15 21 21 14 

Abhay Gupta and Deepak Shar 
ma of Rajasthan took the junioi 
boys doubles title defeating M 
Chipunkar and Bhiwandikai of 
Maharashtra 21 23 24 2? 21 8 

Host state Tamils lone success 
came through sub junior boys 
Chetan P Baboor and Ramesh 
Babu who beat Arjun Dutta and 
Arup Basak of Bengal 24 22 
19 21 21 15 

Tamil Nadu which had been in 
the forefront in the junior section 
through players like Narain Gopin 


Chiplunkar (Itfi) and Bhiwan- 
dkatt,.lo8t to the ftajasthan 
tfus III the Junior boys^ doubles. 


ath Ranjith Raj im im and R Vin 
eeth could not do much with most 
of their players figuiing m the event 
for the first time It was surely a dis 
appointment for Tamil Nadu that 
Chetan Baboor the sub junior boys 
number one seed crashed out in the 
prequartcr final round But this 
might have been because changed 
from the combination racket to the 
conventional bat He found it diffi 
cult to adjust his game One how 
ever should expect him to do well 
in the years to come once he gets 
used to the conventional racket as 
his strokeplay would not be curbed 

The Tamil Nadu players surely 
benefitted from the coaching they 
had from North Korean coaches 
Never had one seen so many Tamil 
Nadu players so fit and dynamic 
Perhaps they might have benefitted 
much more had the coaching been 
over a longer period 


That Deepa Lakshumanan of 
Tomil Nadu winner of the sub 
junior title at Ajmer crashed out in 
the quarter finals to Bangals Kakoli 
Holay could not be considered a 
great let down For she was figur 
•ing in the junior event for the first 
time A steady player Deepa who 
had beaten the top seeded Hasina 
Jam in the classification matches 
should blossom into a greater 
player in the years to tome dedi 
cated as she is 

The tournament was organised 
in a grand manner and priase mus 
especially go to Rev Fr P V Simon 
a fine coach and a good administra 
tor Big crowds attended the tour 
ney sponsored by six firms The 
over-age issue dogged this junior 
tourney too but the organisers did 
well by eradicating most of the 
over-age players through stringent 
stringent check ups 
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MOTOR SPORTS SUPPLEMENT 


The 

Sport 

Has 

Come 

To 

Stay 


By David D’Souza 

W HEN Man is pusnea to his 
limits new •■ealms of super 
arhievements are reacned and 
murky horizons are dispelled The 
human endurance has its limits but 
as we come towards 2000 AD, the 
|oys of searching for the unknown 
become boundless 

Motor sport is one of man s latest 
ventures into that realm which 
make weary Man and his aspira¬ 



tions ‘ *' I ' ' , ) 1 > K|i* 

you ny ‘s blinkiny the gut and 
sweat away the body aching and 
the nerves stretched to the utmost, 
the constant change of gears, and 
the sharp reflexes to stamp on the 
brakes 

This IS one sport that is most 
exacting of all and probably the 
hardest sport ever invented This 
above statement is more appro 



1)0 ito for Moto Cfoss the motorc v 
cle cross-country speed trial sport 
and the one that will be more high 
lighted in this special report on 
motor sport 

If you were sitting late in front of 
TV last week, Doordarshart beamed 
out the Monte Carlo Grand Prix 
where Alain Prost tf\e frenchamn 
won on the tortuous course in the 
casino city 



The champion driver made motor 
racinp such an easy sport that 
watching him flash on the screen 
was sheer ecstasy Driving down 
the straight at 170mph leaning the 
machine in the wind, edging past 
the leader with just the paintwork 
to spare and locking the wheels on 
a hair-pin bend it was all the stuff 
to ma '.e the adrenalin do overtime 

Nearer home, we have the Sho 
lavram Madras and the extravagant 
Himalayan Rally in motor sport and 
of course the Indian Moto Cross 
Grand Pnx at Pune 

India, of late, has had a lot of 
moto cross meets and the enthu 
siasts have come m thousands to 
cheer the riders these modern day 
roderos 

Bombay had its first moto cross 
last month where the organisers 
did creditably to give the top Indian 
nders a fair share of obstacles and 
although the enthusiasts did not 










Tomorrow you could have 
the most gripping ri de 
of your life. 


Wet slipi)ery rodds tricky tjends thechance 
ol .in accident—anytime That s whv \ou need Dunlop 
nylon two wheeler tyics lyies that have the 
maximum firlpplnfi power Wliether It s for scooters 
moioicvclt s or light motorcycles all Dunlop two 
wheel* r lytes have a special nylon casing that 
ensur* s maximum strut tural relldblllty And a 
higlilv sophisticated tread pattern that assures 
more mileage and far superior grip ^ 

K-137 Nylon Scooter Tyre _ 

Impact resistant 4 PR nylon casing to 
resist cuts i’remium depth tread and 
thic ker undertread lor higher mileage 
Speclal shoulder sipes to drain water 
Block tread pattern extending round^^ ^^^ ^^^g 

K-70 Nylon Motorcycle Tyre 

A central groove extending to vij|E 

full pattern depth to drain water 
More contact area lor perfect 
steenng control The unique 
U shape for mdjdmum stability 
Special HI Grip compound for 
(Imier grip Suitable for both 
front and rear wheel fi Unent 

K-98 Nylon Light Motorcycle Tyre B 

Combmed block and ribbed tread 
pattern designed to piovide lietter 
road giip P^ill depth tread patu m and 
special tread compound fot mc^re miUMge 
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come m droves the Brabourne 
stadium stands were not entirely 
bereft of yelling fans 

A moto cross rider should be 
young and strong as his caraef 
usually ends by the time he is thirty 
This IS also one sport where human 
action plays as important a part 
than the mechanical 

The physical resistance of the 
riders is an important aspect It is a 
sport where the pulse beats any 
where between 125 175* where 
the body absorbs violent shocks 
and those who take up to moto 
cross are true £ portsmen - or fana 
tics 

Its not however a dangerous 
sport as the speed is generally re 
duced to take the turns And alth 
ough there are more falls than in 
circuit riding these are at far lower 
speeds Also the earth deadens the 
falls 

Moto cross took birth in the early 
spring of 1924 in England and until 
the second World War was only 
practiced there Not till 1947 did 
Europe witness the first interna¬ 


tional moto cross event in which 
five countries took part From then 
on moto cross has become the 
most sought after sport event the 
machines becoming bigger and 
better and man taming the roaring 
machine much more stronger 

Belgium s Joel Robert became 
he youngest moto cross woild 
champion in 1964 when he won 
the 250cc title at the age of 20 
years and 244 days Between 64 
and 72 he won a record fifty 
250cc Grand Prixs However in 
1975 Venezuela s Alberto 

Johnny Ceccoto became the 
youngest to win a world champion 
ship He was just 19 years when he 
won the 350cc event 

In India Sashipal Singh Garcha 
of Chandigarh is unanimously ac 
claimed as the best moto-cross 
rider in the country today followed 
closely by Pune s Ajay Bafna 

Garcha riding his modified Jawa 
ate the dust and the distance in a 
flash and won the Class D event - 
bikes upto 255cc - with th$ ease of 
a four time champion that he is In 


the fourth Indian Grand Prix and the 
Seventh PARA championships in 
Pune in Apnl this year Sashipal 
conceded the first three laps to a 
Kolhapur mechanic Sampat Koli - 
another superb rider - in the first 
moto and took the lead and won 
that moto and the next with consu 
mate ease 

After the event the 30 plus year 
rider who is riding under the Pune 
Automotive Racing Association 
banner said after the event My 
bike IS not very fast In fact the 
other bikes in the field were much 
faster than mine However I rely 
much on personal endurance and £ 
calm mental attitude I knew that I 
was going to win and that deter¬ 
mination and positive attitude kept 
me going I m going to buy a for 
eign bike because many of the 
competitors are going for it and I do 
not want to lag behind 

Ajay Bafna who won the open 
class in the Bombay Moto cross is a 
strong sturdy rider He leans into 
the wind as he takes the jumps and 
the curves without a moments 
hesitation on his water-rooleri 
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Ambassador 






Yamaha. 

In the recently concluded Dirt 
Track race meet in Pune organised 
by Race Gratters, Ajay bagged the 
prestigious Open class event 
Riding a Honda MTX. Ajay's super¬ 
ior machine triumphed over the raw 
courage of Firdaus Chindh, winner 
of the Bangalore Open Class race. 

The crack outfit from Race 
Grafters won 13 out of 18 events. 
This meet, held for the first time 
was conducted on a custom built- 
R-shaped bucket track and difficul¬ 
ties were compounded by the over¬ 
night rains and the slushy condi¬ 
tions. It was the sheer skill and 
dexterity which made the differ¬ 
ence for the riders. 

Indian Moto cross Grand Prix will 
be accorded full world body recog¬ 
nition as this event, held in Pune, 
has become a fixh,’re on the Indian 
circuit, a fixture that has attracted 
some good (as well as bad) riders 
from across the seas. 



This is one sport 
that is probably 
the hardest ever 


invented 



The Japanese riders in .the third 
Grand Prix and the Englishmen in 
the fourth, added a touch of gla¬ 
mour and excitement to the hordes 
of spectators who travelled 
hundreds of miles to watch the ex¬ 
travaganza. 

It would seem hard to believe, but 
the sport that started for some stiff 
upper lips' in l^ngland to enjoy their 
Sunday afternoon, now has the 
world standing on the course and 
cheering away the riders. 


ivioio cross, has come a long way 
since then, with riders from the 
continent dominating the show 
most of the time. 

A motto cross rider has to have 
the lungs of a marathon runner, the 
reactions of a racing driver and the 
brains of a chess player', and this 
line fits in neatly into the world of a 
moto cross rider. 

India has taken great leaps to 
propogate moto cross and by.the 
looks of things, this sport has come 
to stay in India. Look at the riders; 
Ajay Bafna, Sashipal Singh, Garcha, 
Sampat Koli, Deshpande brothers, 
and a host of other entrants that 
have made moto cross an event to 
be looked forward to. 

And, fortunately, sponsors have 
not been lacking in coming forward 
to make these events grand specta¬ 
cles, and this trend should continue 
as only then will this sport not die a 
premature death. 
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ATHLETICS By Ranjit Bhatfa 

Usha's C’wealth mark bettered 


O N AUGUST 8th 
last year when 
India's PT Usha fi¬ 
nished 4th in the 
final of the 400m 
hurdles for women 
at the Olympics, >ier perfor 
mance was hailed not only as a re¬ 
markable achievement for the 
country and for Asia but also be 
cause It set an all time Common 
wealth best for the event 

This was the only time since 
1958 when an Indian athlete's 
name figured among Common¬ 
wealth records (the previous 
occasion being Milkha Singh s 46 6 
secs for his victory in the 440 yards 
at the Commonwealth Games in 
Cardiff) But Ushas mark has not 
lasted long enough Some seven 
months after the Olympics her ef¬ 
fort has been bettered by Austra¬ 
lia s current leading lady Debbie 
Flintoff who clocked 55 03 secs to 
win the event in the Australian 
Championships at Canberra on 
March 31st 

The Aussie, who had finished 6th 
behind Usha at Los Angeles has 
had a remarkably good season to 
date and has been hovering in the 
55 5 secs region for quite a while It 
was only a question of time when 
she would attain record breaking 
status 

The occasion was aptly provided 
by the venue of the next World Cup 
Athletic in October this year and 


Xth Asian Games 


saw her looking stronger than ever 
as she won both the 400 and 
400m hurdles witlisome ease 
Her main rival in the latter was 
New Zealander Grimes who was 
lust unable to match the Australian 
stride for stride although she re¬ 
corded a New Zealand best of 57 3 
secs in second place 


The Canberra maet also figured 



P T Usha her 400m hurdle 
record did not last for long 


among others some Chinese stars 
who should do well in the comini 
months, especially at the Asiar 
Championships in Jakarta nex 
September 

The women's 1500m was wor 
by Ziu Juan in 4 22 22 while in th< 
Shot Put Yueheng was a creditable 
second placer with 17 52 (interest 
mg enough- as against the winnin( 
mark of 11 79 at the All India Oper 
in Trivandrum!) Botfi these are nev 
names in Asian athletics and it i! 
quite obvious that they are to be 
plenty of such surprise performen 
from China during the year 

Of the older stars high jumpei 
Zhu Jian Hua indicated on Marcf 
23rd that he was all set to make ye 
another big effort in 1985 lit the 
National meet in Canton he clearer 
2 35m and there was also a neai 
miss world record attempt by hinr 
at 2 40m 

Other well known Asians like Ma 
laysian Rabuan Pit and Philippine: 
quarter miling ace Isidro Del Pradc 
have also been in the news of late 
The former won from a star stud' 
ded 100m field in 10 55 on Marcf 
26th while Del Prado won tht 
400m in 46 1 secs in the samt 
meeting 

It will be recalled that the lattei 
has now to his credit the Asian al 
time best in the 400m of 45 57 
secs recorded in Manila last DS' 
cember 



South Korea’s training programme 


S OUTH KOREA is going all out 
not only to stage a magnificent 
and technically perfect Tenth Asian 
Games next year but to also pro 
duce teams that would be able to 
hold their own against the might of 
Japan China and India 

Evidence of this has come 
fhrough the performance of her 
male and female representatives in 
various meetings at the end of last 
year, and in recent weeks In athle 
tics, for instance, the probables for 
next year have already been nomin 
ated, and are being guided through 
their training schedules and 
competition by a panel of inter¬ 
nationally renowned coaches and 
experts 

The results of this carefully moni¬ 
tored athletic coaching scheme 
were very obvious in the recent 
national championships in Seoul, 


which saw plenty of new records 

Pride of place in this context 
went to sprinter Jan Jae Keun who 
set an Asian all time best in the 200 
final clocking 20 73 secs Keun, it 
will be recalled was a surprise 
winner of the event in the last Asiad 
in New Delhi A leg injury during^the 
last Asian Championships in 1983 
brought to a halt all plans for inten¬ 
sive preparation for the Olympics 
He was terribly disappointed at 
being eliminated in the second 
round of the heats of the 200m at 
Los Angeles with a time of 21 14 
which seemed vastly inferior to his 
1982 Asiad winning mark of 
20 89 

Jang Keun's latest achievement 
has earned him an equivalent of Rs 
375,000 through the Korean Ama¬ 
teur Athletics Association Apart 
from his effort 12 other Korean 


national marks in track and fieic 
events were bettered with each 
record setter earning an equivalent 
ofRs 75,000 

In the triple jump, physical educa 
tion student Park Yong Jun record¬ 
ed a superb best jump of 16 24 m, 
while in the 400 m hurdles Chong 
Han Ju, from the University ol 
Kyongnam clocked a new national 
time of 52 33 secs 
The Koreans reckon they would 
be in running for seven golds in 
athletics at the next Asian Games 
Their track experts forcast along¬ 
side, 16 silver and 23 bronze as 
compared with 3 gol<L 3 silver and 
4 bronze at New Delhi in 1982 
It IS reported that the Korean 
AAA envisages an expenditure of 
over 3 crores of rupees for the 
training of their elite athletes for the 
Seoul Games 

RANJtTBHATIA 






AROUND THE COUNTRY 


Bangalore Moto Cross ’85 


Garcha flies high 




Saahlpal Singh Garcha...un¬ 
rivalled 

Y EZDI Club,'s Moto Cross 85 at 
Bangalore was a smash hit with 
both the crowd and the partici- 
oants. 

The track ran over a distance of 
1.8 km with a fair share of jumps, 
bumps at the Banglaore F^alace. 

There was one major point of 
controversy which created quite a 
stir and that was permitting the use 
of imported suspension in Group B' 


(181 - 260 cc) for Indian bikes. Th¬ 
is rule caught a lot of riders flat 
footed and put them under a ser¬ 
ious disadvantage. The day’s card 
was exciting what with riders like 
Garcha, Rajiv A, Firdos, Chinnappa 
and Rajan in the fray. 

Chinnappa was a major disap¬ 
pointment to the local crowd. He 
dropped out of the meet when his 
T' stern came loose in the 2nd mo¬ 
to of the 250 cc race, in the 1st 
moto he finished 2nd but only after 
a hard fought battle with Rajan. 

The winner was Garcha - in the 
Open Class he won the 1st moto 
but he did have a scare when Firdos 
on a Yamaha came very close to 
passing him, but Firdos had to back 
off, when his throttle got stuck. 

The 2nd moto was a reverse of 
the first. Firdos grabbed the hole 
shot with Rajiv Agarwal hot on his 
heels on a BSA 50 with Garcha in 
the bunch. Garcha made his move 
in the 3rd lap and challenged Rajiv, 


passing him the next time round. 
Garcha's eyes were now set on Fir- 
dors and on the last lap the 2 riders 
were travelling tc^ether and in fact. 
Garcha passed (Mrdosh once but 
only for a short distance before the 
lead changed hands and it was Fir¬ 
dos who took the chequered flag. 

The 80 cc class event was a 
thriller. All eyes were on Bijoo. 
Methews and Rajiv Agarwal, Bijoo 
being under a little more pressure 
as he was defending his title. The 
race was close but one could see 
Rajiv was the more experienced of 
the two and he won the event with 
50 metres to spare. Bijoo had to be 
satisfied with 2nd. 

In the mopeds upto 50 cc, Bijoo 
on a TVS had things going his way 
and took the chequered flag com¬ 
fortably, his only challenge coming 
from Babu. 

OEEPAKJOUHARI 



Cathap Pacific sponsored a tennis tourney in 
Bangalore last week on the occasion of the Travel 
Agents’ Association of India convention there. The 
singles’ winner was Shankar Menon (MTDC) (with 
glasses) and the doubles’ winners were Cathay Pad- 
Boulter (right) andArvind Kalmal 




Asiad Equestrian gold medallist Dafedar Raghubir 
Singh receiving the ‘Rashtradoot I^rshakar'from 
Naval Kishore Sharma, Union Minister for Petroleum 
in Jaipur. The awards, which honoured other leading 
Rajasthani sportsmen was Instituted by Rajasthan 
newspaper ‘Rashtradoot’ 



Lt Gen RK. Dhwan, commandant, College of Mill- u.v.u.i ..uuu, ^ ..... ....™ 

' taiv Erialneertng giving away the Inter Services cri- ment, organised by the St. Peter s Youth 
>cfclrt chm^onstlp trt^hy to Fit. Lt. A.K. Jha, captain vice pose with the Elfreda A Imelda trophy 
d/^ tUctariauifi^team in Pune recently 


Boron Road, the winners of the throw ball tourna¬ 
ment. oracmised bv the St. Peter's Youth Social Ser- 





















DAYS OF WINE and roses, and 
that means lovely strokes, different 
strokes, if a cricketer, golfer, centre- 
forward in hockey Exceptionally 
newsy week, you bet 19, 20, 23 
24 best Focus on house and home 
also for all Anans This is a good 
week 



THOSE OF YOU interested in ta¬ 
ble tennis basketball, wrestling, 
shot put do a good job of it Focus 
on buying, selling, investment for 
all Taureans, readers and sports 
men that is 23-24 superb for 
hobbies romance and a bit of fun, 
whoever you may be 



HOST A DINNER, give a party go 
in for grooming and good manners 
It helps The week favours 
sprinters hockey players lovers 
too ds love IS a big game and also 
big game hunters' 19 20 good 
food better company family gath 
ering and money too 



IF A BRIDGE fan or player, a 
chess buff or interested in swim 
ming and diving you will hone up 
on skills and memory as Mercury is 
in your sign A time to give and re¬ 
ceive love and gifts 23 25 expect 
happy tidings visitors friends to 
drop in and make you happy 



THE TRICK IS in the contacts For 
those who wish to improve their 
drop shot or the backhand flick, the 
dribble and body swerve, the outs- 
winger and th eone going straight 
through a fine week Well-wishers 
and fnends will help you Expenses 
will be heavy 



THE VIRGO sense of timing and 
perfection goes well with the line- 
kissing serve, the screw back, that 
IS the recoil to the cue-ball, the late- 
cut, the shot to nothing in snooker 
and the powerful but elegant cross 
court drive in tennis Success in 
work for Virgos, but health is su 
spect 



TIME TO TRY the upper-cut fi¬ 
gure skating the Axel jump one 
and a half turns in air, the death 
spiral in which daring pair move 
ment is essential, and Libra is the 
sign of partnership Love blossoms 
In your work area I see an expan 
sion opening of a new branch a 
trip, a visit 



THE LOOP JUMP with the full re 
volution in air the yagli where the 
wrestlers are covered in oil or the 


Follow the course 
of the stars, and as 
our astrologer Be- 
jan Daruwalla says, 
you might become 
a winner! 


Japanese Sumo wrestling, were 
meant jusj for you Journeys, cere¬ 
monies, trips, ties, are very de¬ 
finitely up your alley Moments of 
inspiration many 



THE NEW MOON in your 7th an¬ 
gle suggests partnership games, 
specially tennis and yacht racing 
Learn to perfect your net play, shar¬ 
pen your first serve improve upon 
the second one, excel in the over¬ 
head and the volley Collaborations 
and ties are predicted for many Sa- 
gittarians trips too 



IF A WEIGHTLIFTER trying the 
clean and jerk in which Vasili Alex 
eev excelled do be careful, as there 
IS a danger of injury Otherwise al 
so pressures of work will be const 
derable and therefore periodic rest 
IS essential 19 20, 23-24 enjoy 
yourself 



ROMANCE AND SPORTS and 
hobbies and pastime make a happy 
foursome now So fuse it all svyegt- 
ly Sprinters clay pigeon shooting, 
skeet, sporting rifle shooting at 
moving targets (all sorts if you 
know what I mean'), is right for you 
Children and creative pursuits are 
emphasised 



INDOOR GAMES will have a spe¬ 
cial fascination for you, and the 
focus too IS on house, home, reno¬ 
vation, decoration, alteration, in¬ 
stallation of machinery and gad¬ 
gets Try darts, the most English of 
games The darkboard matenals 
are cork, wood, bnstle The dis¬ 
tance seven and a half feet And 
good luck to you' exclaims Gane- 
sha 


so 
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RACING: DERBY * 

Million dollar 
Stevie wonder 


By David Emery 


T he kid stood hands on hips a 
million dollar smile on his face 
to match the gold riding crop tie 
pin at his neck 

Across the weighing room less 
than half an hour after the Derby 
finish, a stone faced Lester Piggott 
was showered and changed anx 
lous to be away 

The two minutes 36 23 seconds 
It had taken 9-4 favourite Slip 
Anchor to pound Epsom into sub 
mission had also provided a coron 
dtion and an abdication And both 
men knew it 

Cauthen the 25 year-old Amen 
can from Kentucky had confirmed 
himself as the finest jockey in his 
adoptive Britain with his first Derby 
victory 

Piggott, riding winners two years 
before Cauthen was born was 
heading towards retirement in his 
50th year with the bitter taste of 
failure 

Not only had Piggott nine times 
the Derby winner and the consum 
mate specialist of the course, split 
from Slip Anchor s Henry Cecil 
stable last year, he had also told 
Cecil that the big horse with the 
slight breathing problem would 
never be top class 

How that assessment must have 
burned Piggott’s final Derby ride 
Theatrical was unable to strike 
even the puniest of blows as the 
magnificent Slip Anchor galloped 
away from the start, to finish an un 
challenged seven lengths clear of 
Law Society and Damister 

No horse has made all the run 
ning in the Derby since Coronach in 
1926 But, in the words of another 
famous American, Cauthen set out 
to prove history bunk with the cool 
nerve which brought 1,000 win 
ners before his 19th birthday 

By the mind-way point of the 
world's most famous 1 miles. 
Slip Anchor had opened a com¬ 
manding lead And as his huge 
stride devoured Tattenham Corner 
the crowd gasped to see the gap 
had extended to an uncatchable 15 
lengths 

"I have never ridden a horse with 



Stew Cauthen millton dollar 
smile 


such a stride, said Steve You 
don t realise how fast he is going 
He kills them before they have a 
chance to get at him 
Cauthen had allowed himself the 
luxury of a glance behind as he 
reached the straight It was un 


BylEON SYMONS 

MERICAN jockey Steve 
Cauthen won the Derby in 
devastating style 

The 24 year old Kentucky Kid 
riding hot favourite Slip Anchor 
romped home a seven length win 
ner 

As the trotted back to the 
winners enclosure flanked by two 
mounted policemen, Steve said I 
have just fulfilled a lifelong ambi 
tion 

The likeable baby-faced Ameri¬ 
can backed by millions of house 
wives and office girls, confirmed 
their choice and became the first 
jockey to win the Epsom and Ken¬ 
tucky Derby 

He hit the front early in the race 
and extended his lead as he came 
round Tattenham Corner where he 
was cheered down the straight by 
the crowd of more than 300,000 


believable,' he said "I'd hardly used 
him and he was so far in front 

' I was convinced he was was the 
one they all had to beat, he'd been 
getting stronger and stronger every 
day for the past two weeks But I 
didn't expect him to win so easily 
He could be the best horse I have 
ever ridden ' 

At the rear 2,000 Guineas hero 
Shadeed, swirling and bucking be¬ 
fore the start although not noticea¬ 
bly sweating, blew up to finish next 
to last of the 14 runners 

Apart from providing the final 
Anglicization of Cauthen, Slip An¬ 
chor s success IS a triumph for Bri¬ 
tish bloodstock His owner, 
73 year-old Lord Howard de Wal¬ 
den owns two studs as well as 
choice real estate in London such 
as Harley Street 

It s been my dream to win the 
Dertiy since I was a schoolboy," he 
said 'Slip Ancfior stays here " 

British racing has been greatly 
enriched by Lester Piggott, last 
week Cauthen, his young succes¬ 
sor, began making his contribution 


Later he admitted that once 
round Tattenham Corner he took a 
peep over his shoulder to see 
where the opposition was - and 
found them nowhere 

He was asked whether he had 
seen anything else In the race 

A smiling Steve joked 'Only 
when I looked around " 

Lester Piggott nine times winner 
of the Derby, was widely expected 
to announce that the 1985 Epson 
showpiece would be his last 

But after the race in which he 
trailed in a well beaten seventh 
aboard Theatrical, Lester said I m 
making no decision yet" 

Slip Anchor was 9-4 favourite 
and was followed in by Law Society 
at 5-1 and Damister at 16-1 

This year s Derby was the 206th 
and Slip Anchor was the 77th 
favourite to win the classic 


Cauthen fulfils ambition 
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RACING 


By Railbird 





Bangalore Summer Classics 

Crystal ball gazing 


O NE WILL require more than the 
proverbial crystal ball to fore¬ 
cast the winner of the first of the 
Bangalore Summer classics, the 
1,600 Metres Fillies Trial Stakes 
which will come up for considera¬ 
tion and comment next Sunday, for 
the form book indicates that the 
issue IS wide open and the actual 
underfoot conditions on that day 
and the luck on the run will have an 
important bearing on the ultimate 
result 

One thing is certain The winner 
can justifiably claim tp be the best 
three-year-old filly in the country 
on that day, for although the cur¬ 
rent campaign does not have as 
strong an ail-india flavour as it had 
in recent years because of the den¬ 
ial of stable accommodation to 
visiting trainers, all the best from 
every centre of classic ability is 
gathered in Bangalore 

Another thing is not entirely 
certain but, almost so, is that the 
winner will emanate from amongst 
Chaitanya Ratham (T V Sunday 
Urvashi), Goldie Brown (Satineilo- 
Dusty), Invitation (Everyday-ll Be 
My Guest), Maudlin (Shari-Nobody 
Near) and Wonder Tern (Royal 
Tem-Never Wonder) This short list 
has been set out in alphabetical 
order aS a matter of convenience 
Both Goldie Brown and Chai¬ 
tanya Ratham have distinguished 
themselves in Ooty The former 
won the Fillies Trial there but was 
beaten by the latter in the Nilgiris 
Derby In some respects, they are, 
or rather should be, more forward 
than the others 

Invitation is a Calcutta based 
runner and one has to go back to 
1971 to find a winner of this race 
from that centre After winning 
from her first two starts at home, 
she was beaten by four and a 
quarter lengths over the tnal 
course by Sharvan who was in 
receipt of 11 kilos from her. She 
made a most impressive winning 
debut of the Bangalore track when 
she carried 50 kilos to' a convincing 
victory over Jehan Numa in Class 
Three. She finished full of running 
and should have benefitted from 
that experience on this difficult 


track 

A winner of two races from four 
starts during the Bangalore winter 
Maudlin showed much improve 
ment when adding the 1,200 
Metres Parlakimedi Cup to her 
titles in which she carried top 
weight of 59 kilos in a field of 
three-year-olds in Class Four She 
csfme in several horses wide and 
scored impressively with a late run 

Royal Tern, the sire of Wonder 
Tern, started his classic victories in 
Bangalore when he claimed both 
the Colts Trial and the Derby in 
1978 After being beaten in her 
first two starts in Bombay, Wonder 
Tern scored twice She has run 
once during the present season 
when she was one of three year- 
olds for the rich 1,400 metres 
Tippu Sultan Cup She was well 
and truly beaten by Allah Rakhkha 
whom she was giving one kilo but 
she was well clear of the highly 
respected Manitou, who was 
placed three kilos below her and 
who ran well below expectations 

There is not the slightest doubt 
that ail the fillies mentioned will 
see out the 1,600 metres trip Of 
thosb who have run in Bangalore 
so far. Invitation is the best per¬ 
formed and It IS she who is expect¬ 
ed to win this race for a Calcutta 
connection after a long period of 
time by scoring from Goldie Brown 

The handicapper has a difficult 
job and his allottments are often 
the subjects of controversy Heat¬ 
ed arguments have arisen over his 
weights for the 1,200 metres Kar¬ 
nataka Police Cup in which Fun Of 
The Fayre, who was placed on 59 
kilos, was easily beaten by Turkish 
Light, who was on 54 kilos. In the 
winter these two had clashed 
twice Over 1,400 metres, Fun Of 
The Fayre (49) beat Turkish Light 
(62) by one length and over 1,200 
metres Fun Of The Fayre (50 5) 
finished second, one and a quarter 
lengths ahead of third-placed Tur¬ 
kish Light (55 5) Fun Of The Fayre 
then earned 60 5 kilos to a six 
lengths win over a 1,200 metres 
race in which Turkish Light did not 
participate. That was in Bangalore. 
Both ran in the 1,200 metres 


Sprinters Cup in Calcutta ther¬ 
eafter when both Fun Of The Fayre 
(52 5) and Turkish Light (55 5) 
were nowhere 

Now, It is contended principally 
by R R Byramji who shelters Fun 
Of The Fayre, that the placing of his 
colt five kilos above Turkish Light 
was a grievious error by the handi 
capper and he has made no bones 
about It The facts support him but 
why did he delay his outburst until 
after the race was over' 

Close watchers at the paddock in 
Bangalore before the horses go out 
for a race will witness an unusual 
scene A certain trainer will look 
around furtively evidently to en 
sure that nobody is within earshot, 
and then issue brief instructions to 
his rider If the observer is a lip 
reader he will notice that the in 
structions are limited to just three 
words. Of The Board 

This routine was upset by an offi¬ 
cial when he walked up to the jock 
ey and made it clear to him that he 
was under close scrutiny and that if 
his riding was suspect, it would 
cost him his licence Depsite this 
the trainer issued the same istruc- 
tions The jockey demurred and 
said that he would go sick so that 
he would have to be replaced The 
trainer relented and the horse fin¬ 
ished second Perhaps, if the 
Queen In Alice in Wonderland was 
witness to these scenes, she would 
command, "Off With Their Heads 

Interesting though this factual 
story IS, what is important about it 
IS that there are several non-triers 
in most races in Bangalore and as 
this has been observed by many 
professionals it is remarkable how 
these jTerformances pass muster 
Stricter sujjervision te the need of 
the hour 

Calluna has improved beyond 
recognition This she proved when 
trouncing the «pposition in Kunigal 
Stud Cup She will win again as will 
Stormbird, Pheobe's Fire and Im- 
|}enalist, the last two of whom are 
in line for a hat-trick The horses 
who should be persisted with are 
Solar Glow, ^ftwtbra and Shuba- 
shini 


6 / 
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CHESS 



S HANGHAI once again won the 
6th Invitation Asian Cities 
Chess Championship held in Hong 
Kong, sponsored by the Hong Kong 
Bank. 

In a 4-board 9-round Swiss 
Shanghai scored out of 36, 
3</z points ahead of the field of 26 
teams. Among the first 5 were Tai 
Yuan 27; Jakarta 25'/ 2 ; Metro 
Manila 20 <' 2 ; Madras 20. Another 
Indian team from Hyderabad finish¬ 
ed in a tie for 9-12 places with 18 
points ARDIANSYAH 
(Jakarta) 

RAVIKUMAR 

(Madras) 

1.d4, Nf6 2.c4, g6 3.Nc3, d5 
4,Nf3. Bg7 5.Bg5. c6 6.e3, 00 
7.Rc1, ao 8.Bd3, dxc4, 9.Bxc4, 
Nbd7 10.00, b5 11.Be2, c5 
12.Bxf6, Bxf6 13.dxc5, Nxc5 
14.Nd5, No4 15.Nxf6ch, exf6l 

16.Nd4, f5 17.Bf3?, Bb7 18.Bxe47, 
Bxe4 19.Qd2, Bb71 20. Rc5, Qd6 
21.Rfc1, Rad8 22Qa5, Rd7! 
23.g3?7, Qe7 24.Qc3. Re8 25.Qd3. 
hfel 26.b4, h4 27.Ro1, hxg3. 


28,hxg3, f4l 29.Kf1, fxg3 30.fxg3, 
Qfech31.Ke2,Rxd4;0-1. 

Grunfeld Defence 

5.. .C6) Most frequent is 5....Ne4 
after which 'Kurs Oyebutov' and 
MCO give 6.cxdS, Nxg5 7.Nxg5, e6 
8.Qd2, exdS 9.Qe3ch, Kf8 10.Qf4, 
Bf6 with equality. 

An alternative for White in the 
above is seen in Karpov-Korchnoy 
and Seirawan-Vaganyan, London 
1984 with 8.Nf3 (instead of Qd2) 
exdS 9.e3, 00 10.b4, Be6 (played 
by Korchnoy) or 10...Nc6 (played by 
Vaganyan). Both the games were 
won by White. 

White has also the choice of 
5. .Ne4 6.Bh4, Nxc3 7.bxc3, dxc4 
8.e3, b5 9.a4, c6 10.Be2, a6 11.00, 
00 12.Qc2, Nd7 Lekhtinsky-Smej- 
kal, Czechoslovakia, 1984, which 
ended in a draw. 

14 Nd5) 14.Qd5, Qxd5 15.Nxd5, 
Ne4 16.Nxf6ch, N or exf6 17.Nd4 
should give White the better end 
game 

17 Bf37) Even now logical is 

17.Qc2 intending 18.Qc7 

18.Bxe47) Exposing himself to 
threats by Black's Queen and Bi¬ 
shop combining for mate on g2. 

22.. ..Rd7i) preventing Qc7 

23.g37^) A horrible move further 
weakening his King position Per¬ 


haps he should have opted 23.Rc'7, 
QdS 24.Nf3, Rfd8 2$.Rxd7, Rxd7 
26.h3. 

25.Qd37) Self-pinning his Knight. 
Better 25.Re1. 

28....f4!) If 29.gxf4, Qh4 30, e4, 
Qxf4 31 .f3, RedB wins. 

ROQERS-KLARIC 

Played in the 11-player category 
7 International Tournament at 
Naore (Italy), joinly won by Rogers 
(Australia) and Arlandi (Italy) with 7 
points out of 10. They made their 
GM norms. 

1.d4, d5 2.c4, c6 3.Nf3, Nf6 
4.Nc3 (Slav Defence, Alekhine's 
Variation), dxc4 5.e4, b5 8.e6, Nd5 
7 a4, f5? (The book variation is 

7...e6 8.axb5, Nxc3 9.bxc3, cxbS 
10.NgS, Bb7) 8.axb5, Nxc3 9.bxc3, 
cxb5 10.Ng5, e6 11.g4l, a6 
12Bg2, Ra7 13.gxf5, exfS 14.d5. 
Re7 15.f4, g6 16.d6, Rg7 17.Qd5, 
Qd7 18.Qa8, Qa7 19.Bc6chl, Kd8 
20.Qxa7, Rxa7 21.Bxb5, h6 
22.Be3, Rb7 23.Bb6ch!, Rxb6 
24.Nf7 mate. 

ENDGAME 

Last week's ending by Nadar- 
eishvili (1975): White: Kal; Rs-b8, 
f5; Ps-c5, h7. Black: Ka3; Qg3; Bc7. 
Win. l.hBQ, Qgich 2.Rf1ll. Be5chl 
3.Qxe5, Qd4chl 4.Rb2ll; (4.Qxd47 
stalemate) Qxe5 5.Rf3ch, ka4 6.c6, 
Qe rch 7.Ka2, Qe6ch 8.Rfb3 vihrrs. 


BRIDGE 



A J 10 8 7 6 
A K 9 
8 7 
K 8 

N 

0 4 3 2 9 

10 3 W E Q8662 

A k 4 Q 7 6 

J643 S Q76 

K 6 
J 7 4 
10 S 3 2 
A 10 9 2 

I N THE Indo-Pak BFAME finals at 
Karachi Rajesh Dalai and Jaggi 
Shivdasani were in "3NT" with the 
N/S cards. 

Sitting South, Jaggi got a low 
Club lead which he won with 
dummy's king, happy to have 
escaped a diamdnd opening lead. 
At trick two he spun the spade 
knave around, hoping that if it lost 



West would fail to find the diamond 
shift. Alas, the spade knave lost and 
the dreaded shift was found and 
the contract was just another one 
of those that slipped away. 

After the deal, Jaggi consoled 
himself: "Nothing makes" he prat¬ 
tled gleefully "Even '4S' can't 
make..." 

Jaggy's assessment did not take 
into reckoning the brilliance of the 
other room. Masood, sitting North, 
was in the more normal contract of 
"4S". The diamond queen was led 
& overtaken by West who cashed a 
second diamond and returned a 
heart taken by declarer's ace. Most 
declarers would now have set 
about trumps and gone down re¬ 
gardless of how they tackled the 
suit... 

Watch Masood's foresighti 
H aving decided to play West for the 
SO, he cashed two Clubs and ruffed 
a diamond in hand with the eight 
spot. Next came the spade knave to 
dummy's king on which the appear¬ 
ance of East s nine was fitting re- 
co^pence for superb anticipation. 
Th6 spade 6 was run underplaying 
the carefully preserved 5 and a club 
.was ruffed to reach this position: 


A 10 


K 4 


nil 


nil 


N 

nil 


Q 8 

W E 

J 9 

S 

ml 

nil 


J 5 


10 


to 



The heart king was cashed and a 
heart given away and it mattered 
little who won the heart queen. 
Dummy's trumps were good for 
two tricks at the finish. 

Give the nine of trumps in either 
the North hand or the south one 
and some experts might wily nily 
have found the trump coup but it 
took Masood to visualise and cater 
for that blank nine with East. 

Playing alt the time with the 
spectacular Zia Mahmood, it is not 
often that Masood catches the 
lime-light but his card play techni¬ 
que is perfection to wit our hand 
this week. 

The Pakistani team has of late 
been coached by Billy Eisenberg. 
five times world champion. This 
coaching had transformed the 
team. Would India not care to 
follow the example7 







pf:n fripndscornph 


M/s. Nirupama Oogra - 23 
37, Dhanraj Mahal 
Apollo Bunder 
Near Regal Cinema 
Colaba 

Bombay-400039 

Pop Music, philosophy outdoor 

sports, fashions, yoga 

Pardeep Kumar - 23 

747/13, New Santokhpura 
Behind Petrol Pump 
Jalandhar-144004 
Athletics, football, movies 

Hanuman Bishnoi - 21 

Asakera, 

Oabwali, 

Sirsa (Haryana>-125103 
Reading, movies, driving 

M.A. Majaz-20 
H No 16/9/822 
Old Halakpet 
RC Road 

Hyderabad-500036 
Cricket, movies 

Manoj Jayanthilal Shah -19 

Geeta Building, 

Block No 37 Bldg No 3 
Bhulabhai Desai Rd, 
Bombay-400026 
Philately, sports, reading 

D Bhatia-24 

L/6-M/152 
Aliganj House Scheme 
Lucknow-226020 
Photography music, sports 

S R Kanadia 

Shanti Bhuvan 
Near Vyas Clinic 
Kala Nalu 

Bhavnagar-364002 
Philately, cricket, chess 

Rajeev Gulati - 20 

Hostel-College of Agriculture 

Engineering 

Jabalpur 

Music, sports, reading 

Ghazali Sami-15 

C/o Dr SU Ahmad 
Hyd8rabad-500020 
Philately, cricket, movies 

Bhushan Kumari 'Puppi' - 22 

H No B/8/279 


Rampura Phul-151103 
Numismatics music 

Basavaraj Munavatt-21 

29 KamleshwarNiwas 
Sainagar, 

Hubli (Karnataka) 

Cricket, arts, stamps 

D Venkat-21 

C/o Sundar Rami Reddy Qtrs 
Vidyanagar, 

Nellore-524413 
Reading, cricket, movies 

Sanjay Sachdeva -17 

N/162, Rajaji Puram 
Talkatora Road, 
Lucknow-22601 7 
Cricket 

Chaman Sachdeva -18 

D/162 Rajaji Puram, 

Talkatora Road, 
Lucknow-226017 
Cricket, music, badminton 

Pankaj Sachdeva -11 

D/162, Raja/i Puram, 

Talkatora Road, 
Lucknow-22601 7 
Cricket, swimming 

Sudhendu T anksale -12 

T/6 Golden Hill Aparts, 

Behind Ambabai Temple, 
Mangor Hill, 

Vasco Da Gama-403802 
Goa 

Reading, philately 

Prabhir Kumar Sinha, 

Mahapravu Para, 

Nabadwip, 

Nadia, (W B)-74302 
Music, movies, astrology 

Seeta Ramnalace Maharaja - 35 

C/o Ministry of Works, 

Rio Charo, 

Trinidad-West Indies, 
Swimming, tennis, travellina 
Samir H Momin-14 
Opp Sreyas Cinema, 

Behind Ashok Niwas, 

Nadi3d-387001 

(Gujarat) 

Cricket, badminton, music, 
dancing 

Uday-20 


Near Pramani temple, 
Diu-362520, 

Philately, cricket, photography 

D.S Pathiraj-27 
2nd fir Rirouri House, 

1st Pasta Lane, 

Colaba, 

Bombay-400005 

Kumari Kakali Seal -14 

Seal House, 

Jaipur Robd, 

Cuttack-755019 
Dancing, cooking, reading 

P Bhattacharya -17 

B-3/26 Gasta Housing Complex, 
Paschim Vihar, 

New Delhi-110063 
Philately, dancing, music 

K, Raja Joseph -17 

Block No 502/1 

Down Chawls, Gadag Road, 

Hubh, 

Karnataka 
Music, skating 

S. Sunny -19 

H No 1-8-318, 

Chikkadapally, 

8-55, Medical College Colony 
Aligarh-202001 
Travelling, hockey 

Swarup Banerjee 

49/B Southern Avenue 
IstfIr.R No 4 
Calcutta-700029 
Philately, reading, cricket 

Shikar Agarwai -11 

B/7 Meerut University Campus 

Meerut-250005 

UP 

Reading, numismatics 

Michael Chung. 16 
Sin Tjai Tannery, 

47 South Tangra Rd, 

Calcutta-46 

Reading, football, travelling, bas¬ 
ketball > 

Jokky, 22 

Post Box No 5124, ' 

Dubai (UAE) 

Dancing, reading, singing, sports, 
stamps 


1 In which sports are the follow¬ 
ing words used - a) skeet, b) 
tryline ? 

2 For what sport is the Guru Dutt 
T rophy awarded? 

3 Name two ball badminton 
players who have been award 
ed the Arjuna Award? 

4 What IS the contest area in 
Sumo wrestling? 

5 Who invented the pneumatic 
tyre used in cycles? 

6 By what name is the game 
Kabaddi known in the south? 

7 During what period did Bom- 

S4 

7 M "Ttrirri niii iiiiiii i iiir—TTiifiT ri V -iiirirrn M -nrirruTirirT- 


WHAT’S YOUR 
SCORE? 


bay win the Ranji Trophy 
consecutively for 15 years? 

8 For which county did Sir Jack 
Hobbs play for? 

9 When and where did England 
score 903 in a Test match 
against Australia? 

10 What IS the highest score by a 


woman in first class cricket? 

1 1 With what sport is the name of 
Stirling Moss connected? 

ANSWER: 

1 a) Shooing, and b) rugby 2 
Summer national bridge tourna¬ 
ment in India 3 A Karim, Railways 
and Jayamma, Karnataka 4.7 feet 
diameter 5 RW Thomson, 1888 
6 Chedugudu 7 1959 to 1973 8 
Surrey 9 In 1938, at the OvaL 10 
224, Mabel Bryant, 1901 11 

Motor racing 
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him 7-5, 22-20, 9-11, 1-6. 
6-3 in the 1969 Australian 
Open semifinals (4-5) 

6 Duck Borg lob? (4) 

7 Ball-red is what you‘d expect 
the woman cricketer's to be at a 
party (4) 

S What Asif Iqbal wanted on 
Sarfraz Nawaz, since that 
quickie was always giving him a 
mouthful* (1-3) 

10 Prasanna's finger spin certainly 
kept Solkaron his (4) 

11 The footballer is when he heads 
home' (2-3-4) 

DOWN 



anisna 



ACROSS 

5 Ranked by 'Tennis' magazine 
among the Top Twenty of 
1965-85, this Aussie was cha¬ 
grined to find Rod Laver beat 


1 The one whom Chris Evert beat 
6-3, 4-6, 8-6 in the 1976 Wim- 
beldon final (9) 

2 Buy a rising cricketer (4) 

3 Leg lifted around ball for spin¬ 
ner (4) 


4 Ian, Greg and Trevor (9) 

9 The new-ball operator who beat 
Abdul Ismail to a place in our 
team that toured England in 
1967 (4) 

10 The 'in' thing in football? (4) 


Q. What is the Test record of 
Rodney Marsh and Jim Laker? 

-Ricky Dweltz. 

Byculla, Bombay. 

A Marsh has played 96 Tests, 
150 innings, 13 times not out, 
3633 runs, 132 as highest, 3 
centuries, at an average of 26 51 
He has held 343 catches and 
effected 12 stumpings 

Jim Laker has played 46 Tests, 
bowled 12027 balls, gave away 
4101 runs, and taken 193 wickets, 
at an average of 21 24 He has 
taken 5 wkts in an innings 9 times, 
and 10 wkts in a match 3 times 

Q. What are the Test records M 
Holding and Wasim Bari? 

A H Holding has played 55 
Tests, 71 innings, 10 times not out, 
786 runs, 69 as highest, at an 
average of 12 88. He has also taken 
233 wickets at an average of 
23 22 His best figures are 8-92 

Wasim Ban has played 81 Tests, 
112 innings, 26 Times not out, 
1366 runs, 85 as highest, at an 
average of 15.88. he has held 201 
catches, and done 27 stumpings 

Q. Which batsman has the 
second highest score in a Test 
innings after Sir Gary Sobers? 

-Sanjay A wari, 
Anushaktinagar. Bombay. 

A. 364 by Len Hutton of England 
against Adstralia at the Oval in 
1938 IS the second highest indivi¬ 
dual score in a Test innings 

a Who scored the first century 
in Tests and in which Test? 

-Pham Sengupta. 

Calcutta. 

A. Charles Bannerman of Austra¬ 
lia scored the first century in Test 
cricket. He scored it in the first-ever 
Test match in the history of Test 

SPOflTSWEEK, JUM ie-25.1986 


QUESTION 

BOX 


cricket It was against England in 
1877 

Q. Where did Wally Hammond 
play his last Test match and 
what was his performance in 
that match? 

-Sameer Ramani. 

Madras. 

A Wally Hammond played his 
last Test match at christchurch 
against New Zealand in 1947 he 
scored 79 in the 1 st innings and 1 
in the 2nd He also held one catch 
in that match 

Q. What is G.R. Viswanath's 
highest score in Tests and 
against whom did he score it? 

-Dakshesh Desai. 

Ahmedabad. 

A G R Viswanath's highest 
score IS 222 He scored it against 
England at Madras in 1981 -82 

Q. Greg Chappell has played 87 
1'ests. What is his break-up of 
runs and Tests against each 
country? 


-Naresh Chabra. 

Alibag. 

A Against England, G Chappell 
has played 35 Tests and scored 
2619 runs at an average Of 45 94 

Against Pakistan 17 Tests, 1581 
runs, at an average of 63 24 

Against West Indies 17 Tests. 
1400 runs at an average of 56.00 

Against New Zealand 14 Tests, 
1076 runs, at an average of 56.63 

Against India 3 Tests, 368 runs, 
at an average of 73.60 

Against Sri Lanka 1 Test, 66 
runs, at an average of 66 00. 

In all he has scored 7110 runs at 
an average of 53 45 

Q. What is the birth date of 
Haroon Rashid of Pakistan and 
where was he born? 

-Ismail Baig, 
Hyderabad. 

Haroon Rashid's date of birth is 
25-3-1953 He was born at Kara¬ 
chi 

Q. What is India's hi^htest 
score in Test cricket? 

-Pramila Purohit. 

Oadar, Bombay. 

A. India's highest score in Test 
cricket is 644 for 7 declaied 
against West Indies at Kanpur in 
1978-79 







The soccer 
insanity at 
Brussels 

T he month of May saw soccer 
violence in as many as three 
different parts of the globe. Two of 
these incidents involved the pre¬ 
world Cup matches - Iraq versus 
Qatar in Calcutta and China versus 
Hong Kong in Beijing. The third 
incident was the recent one in 
Brussels just before the European 
Cup final between Liverpool and 
Juventus which left 41 people dead 
and over 250 injured. 

All three incidents saw fans of 
opposing teams using stones, bot¬ 
tles. sticks and even chairs as 
weapons for their heinous, barbaric 
acts. Such spectator outbursts is a 
culmination of unstinted exaggera¬ 
tion by the media. The press there¬ 
fore has been responsible to a great 
extent in motivating this kind of 
behaviour on the field. 

If something is not done imme¬ 
diately to put an end to such sense¬ 
less violence, how can the major 
nations of the world expect to form 
a united front on economic, social 
and military matters? 

-Shiibhadra Datta, 
Calcutta-29. 


T he news that41 fans werekilled 
and more than 250 people 
injured duiing the European Cup 
final at Brussels has come as a 
shock to all sports loving people. 

While It IS true that soccer 
violence has come to stay, what is 
depressing is that it has reached 


alarming proportions. The recent 
incidents in India, China and Bel- 
jium IS a clear indication of the 
havoc and damage that this mind¬ 
less loyalty to clubs and nations 
can cause. 

It IS time the FIFA did something 
about this trend which is ruining 
the game and threatening its very 
existence. 

-Mahendra Jhabak, 
Madras-112. 


I T was shocking and sad to read of 
the great soccer tragedy at Brus¬ 
sels in which about 40 people were 
killed and more than 250 injured. 

Agreed that football is the big¬ 
gest and most popular game in the 
world, but one can enjoy it without 
indulging in any kind of violence 
The essence of sport is to promote 
goodwill and improve relations bet¬ 
ween nations or people not lead 
them to violence 

-Abubakar Ali, 
Bombay-3. 

T he recent soccer tragedy in 
Brussels where so many inno-' 
cent people were killed and injured 
in the insane violence resorted to 
by a section of the crowd is indeed 
sad and deplorable. It shows the 
extent to which sport, and football 
in particular, has degenerated. 

The Brussels incident should 
awaken authorities all over the 


world and stern action should be 
taken to eradicate such gross 
misbehaviour by spectators. 

The first step that needs to be 
taken is to ban all sale of alcohol at 
sports venues and even disallow 
drunk people from entering the 
stadium. Stronger security arrange¬ 
ment should also be made for all 
sporting events. 

-Anil Chitre, 
Bombay-57. 

DLTA-sIoppy 

management 

W E would like to’ bring to your 
attention the sloppy manage¬ 
ment and maintenance of the Delhi 
Lawn Tennis Association courts 
next to Deer Park. 

The hard courts are in a horrid 
condition, a nightmare to any 
serious player of the game. These 
courts are provided for the junior 
members who are charged Rs. 50 
per month for playing, on an aver¬ 
age, 12 hours a month. The hike in 
fees has been recent but without 
any improvement in facilities. 

The abysmal situation does not 
end here but extends even to 
student members who pay Rs. 40 
per month and have to fight for 
playing time. The student members 
are supposed to play on the grass 
courts but on some pretext or 
another never get to play on grass. 
Furthermore, the authorities think 
that two courts are sufficient for 
more than 60 student members 
-and there are more joining every 
monthi There are no ball boys or 
linesmen. 

Recently, at the National Tehnis 
tournament, a newspaper comme¬ 
nted that the DLTA trainees do not 
fare well even though the players 
practice on grass courts. If only the 
truth was known! ‘ 

-Vikram Sinha, 
Ajit Barthakur, Amit Khanna, 
New Delhi. 

Sack IHF committee 

T he gross mismanagement of 
the IHF has brought Indian 
hockey to a sorry plight and placed 
the'careers of some of our best 
players in jeopardy. This is not only 
detrimental to the sport in the 
country, but the IHF's lethargy has 
also stained the image of our 
country that ha^ always believed 
in fair play. 

The entire committee should be 
sacked and a new board, consisting 
of former players instituted. Only 
then will the game grovy unimped¬ 
ed in the country. 

-^antoah Agarwal. 
Bangalora-11. 
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Mama's tally correct 

R eader K.S Shurpali (Sportsweek, June 5-11) has obviously got his 
facts and figures wrong India's two one-day Internationals at 
Sharjah in the Asia Cup against Sn Lanka and Pakistan were played in the 
1983-84 season, and NOT in the 1984-85 season. 


An ovetseas cricket season in all countries except England extends 
from August/September of a particular year to April/May of the following 
year. Hence, India's two matches played in Sharjah on April 8, 1984, and 
April 13, 1984, against Sri Lanka and Pakistan respectively are to be 
Included in the 1983-84 season, and NOT in the 1984-85 season. 


Permit me to set straight again the authentic and correct facts, just in 
rase any Sportsweek reader remains in a state of confusion after reading 
K S- Shurpali's letter. In my article on page 28 of Sportsweek issue dated 
May 15-21, I stated the facts and figures correctly, viz. India played 
NINETEEN One-Day Internationals during the 1984-85 season, aocL^OT 
twenty-one as erroneously stated by an ill-informed letter-writer. '■ 


— B.B. Mama 
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I reliable in the defence, Vineet 
i has now been named India's 
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The pb^ df V 0 u 4 h reinfo^ 

AMCO 
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•V^.- • 


tif 


ro<lo/9 vooth viororr! 
Dynomtc. Atwoys on the go 
Of} he nowgeneratton vehctes 
To keep this tempo up, o 
.'50-V€Kir young battery 
mofiufacturnr ha^ joir>od the 
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Good things are worth waiting for. 

Avanti is one of them. * 


Automatic 

2-speed transmission 

Avanti offers you 
not just a variator 
but a fully automa¬ 
tic transmission ^erjkf. 


with a world re - 
nowned. patented 
oil-bath clutch- 


n 


The world’s finest technology 

Our collaborators, Agrati — Garelli of 
Italy are known tor the most 
technologically advanced mopeds in 
the world. They are pioneer^ -- with 
over 70 years experience. 

AgraU-Gareth have been regularly 
winning most of the first prizes in their 
class in Grand Pnx races. Its 

reassuring to know you have top-class Fuq! economy— 81 km/litre 
technology put to work for you. The Italian Dell 

Orto carburettor 
ensures a preci- 
siorr flow of fuel - 
so that you get ex¬ 
ceptional economy 

> Safety 

Full-width hub brakes, front and rear, 
enable a sale and sure slowing and 
Power for two stopping action Manulaclured m l&chnical collaboration a/ith 

Avanti takes you and your pillion rider niirghiUtv AGRATI-GARELLI 

up the steepest gradient -- without a . ^ ^ S D a Italv 

I I ^ A robust frame of steel tubes ensures u.fj.a .naiy. 

uf' 3 very long life span for Avanti. 


Easy start 

An easy turn of the 
pedals gives you 
an instant start-up. ^ 
A cold-start plung¬ 
er provides an extra 
starting boost if you 
need it in winter. 
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150 cc Scoof,** 


Tie Italian Winner 


50 cc Moped 
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The blood, sweat 
and fears of every 
tennis player 


Aiistf alia In England: 
HeadingleyTeat 


Allan Lamb’s story: 
The South African 
connection 


Who will win 
Wimbledon? 








Gary Kwok: Asian 
snooker champion 
on first appcarancfe 
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Another 

Grmd^^lam from 
OrienfLongman 

Tetinis. Second in the senes of Wills 
Book of Excellence after the Olympics 
suc^e^s story. It's 192pages of excttement. 
It's over 140 colour action 
photographs from the world’s 
leading photo agencies. It’s the 
agony and the ecstasy. The 
gripping moments f 
Human passions, dreams, 
despair—in play on the 
tennis courts of the world 
All at an unbelievable 
Rs 135 per copy. 


STATUrORr WARNING 

CIGAREHE SMOKING IS 
INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 



Promoting fesedlenfe in spwt 




WINNERS 


THE 

MID-DAY # 

PICK-A-TEAM CONTEST 

Chembur man is the lucky 
winner of the first prize 





Among the four entries with one mistake each, by 
a draw of lots Chembur's Mr. C.S. John has won the 
first prize - two tickets on PAN AM to London and 
back. *> 

The winners were decided'by a draw of lots in the 
MID-DAY office on Tuesday. Mr. Sharique Ansari 
drew the lots. 

Bombay's Ranji Trophy player Mr. Shishir Hattan- 
gadi won the second prize - a Niky Tasha 3-D 
Television set. 




Mr. V.R. Bagul of Dhulia and Mrs. Usha Hattangadi 
of Bombay-26 share the third prize - VIP skybags 


Of th« 17S antrias with two mistakes each, the following 20 have won the consolation prize 
- one year's subscription to SPOR TSWEBK 1. Narendra K.. Bombay-1.2. Amrish S. Bhatia. Bom¬ 
bay-6. 3. Bobby Kakar, Bombay-6.4. A. Nageswara Rao. Visakhapatnam. 6. M. Sheela V. Nair. 
Bombay-88.6. Al. Kadar. Bombay-10.7. Fellcio Esteves. Goa. 8. Moiz Bandukwala, Bombay-5. 
9. Abhay R. PatiL Bombay-92.10. Moiz M. Shaikhali. Pune-1.11. Anil Rahaja, Bombav-6.12. B 
Owarakanath. Hyderabad-36. 13. Firdaus J. Deboo. Bombay-1. 14. R. Girish, Bombay-60. 15. 
Bala Rao, 8ombay-18. 16. Aarti M. Shenoy. Bombay-12. 17. Girish V. Sonpal, Bombay-77. 18. 
Sean Mendis, Bombay-80.19. Kavita S. Padwal, Puno-37.20. JaydeeQ S. Thosar, Bombay-14. 




Note: No correspondence in the matter will be entertained. 









WHY LET PULLED MUSCLES 
RUIN HIS WORKOUTS? 



DISCOVER THE POWER OF HEAUNG 
IN YOUR OWN HANDS 


SKSF — AN ESKAYEFPRODUa 


The warm, gentle touch of subside$...and a couple of days 
your hands and the healing thereafter. Because pain is only 
power of lodex—that's what he the symptom, whereas the real 
needs. So keep lodex handy. problem is tissue injury. 

Because lodex is the balm with So, whenever any of your 

Iodine which heals the injured dear ones suffer from pulled 

tissues, and Methyl Salicylate muscles, sprains, stiff joints, or 
which relieves the pain. bodyaches, massage a little 

lodex twice-o-day is twice as lodex. Twice a day and they'll 
effective. you for putting them back 

Doctors recommend that you in action twice os fast, 
use lodex twice-a-day till the pain 

lODBX - mi ONI BAIM wmi ICAUNG powa 
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^ AUSTRALIA IN ENGLAND _ Sda«H«Ki.n8l.ylr, 

Impressive win 
for England 


By Pat Gibson 


E ngland began 
their quest for 
the Ashes with an 
impressive win in 
the first Test at He 
adingley, though 
Australia fought hard on the 
last day defending a total of only 
122 The fifth day in fact had dra¬ 
matic overtones and England had 
to draw on their batting reserves to 
win half an hour before close 

Australia who were 190 for five 
at close on the fourth day and in im¬ 
minent danger of being bowled out 
cheaply without setting England an 
adequate target to chase were re¬ 
vived by a fine 80 runs partnership 
for the seventh wicket between 
wicketkeeper Wayne Phillips and 
all rounder Simon O Donnell 

Phillips hit 12 fours in a con¬ 
trolled knock and seemed well in 
sight of his third Test hundred 
when he lobbed an easy catch to 
Lamb at midwicket off Botham He 
made 91 Botham finished with 
four wickets to add to his three in 
the first and dispelled all doubts 
about his form and fitness John 
Emburey mopped up the tail to fin¬ 
ish with five wickets in the innings, 
the first time he has done so in his 
Test career 

The target was just 123 but the 
English batsmen, in sight of their 
first home victory in seven Tests 
were unnecessarily jittery and ner 
vous and lost first innings century 
maker Tim Robinson, Gooch, 
Gower and Gattmg by the time the 
score had reached 83 Botham too 
fell, but at 112, by which time Eng¬ 
land were assured of victory Ne¬ 
vertheless, Willey was dropped 
by Border in the slips off Thomson 
and the winning run from Allan 
Lamb's bat was also a skied catch 
which Lawson was prevented from 
holding by the spectators who 
swarmed onto the field 

First day 

S OLICITOR Andrew Hilditch 
opened Australia's defence of 
The Ashes at Headingley with a 
damning indictment of the England 

6 


bowling 

Hilditch,29, Australian vicecap- 
tain, hit his first century of the tour 
to lead them to an eminently satis¬ 
factory 284 for SIX in the first Coin- 
hillTest 

And the fact that he scored 72 of 
his 119 runs in boundaries, two 6s 
and fifteen 4s was an eloquent 
comrnent on the short comings of 
England’s attack 

It was just what Australia needed 
to calm their nerves on a pitch that 
always gives them nightmares, 
although that did not stop captain 
llan Border from batting after win¬ 
ning the toss 


His decision was probably based 
more on the fact that it would give 
their No 1 fast Bowler, Geoff Law- 
son, another day to recover from 
his debilitating viral infection than 
any great confidence in the condi¬ 
tions 

And though Wood was soon leg 
before, to Paul Allott, the best of the 
England bowlers in the morning 
session, Hilditch was given so 
many titbits that he was able to 
help himself to 50 off only 77 balls 

It was a typical Headingley pitch, 
offering generous help to seam and 
swing, on which a master of his 
craft, like John Lever, or even an 



Auaale vice-captain An<fy Hilditch hlta Ian Botham Jar a alx on the waj/1» 
hundred in the firat inninga > 
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accurate medium>pacar, such as 
Derek Pringle or Arnie Sidebottom 
would have made the Aussies graft. 

Yet they had reached 155 by the 
time England made another 
breakthrough, and then it was off- 
spinner John Emburey who had 
Wessels superbly caught by Ian 
Botham at slip. 

Graham Gooch, pressed into 
service as a seamer by the decision 
to leave out Neil Foster, and include 
Peter Willey to bat at No. 7, showed 
the supposed specialists how it 
was doe. 

First he had Hilditch, pushing for¬ 
ward outside of stump, caught 
behind after batting for more than 
four hours, and then David Boon 
was leg before playing a horrible 
looking cut, 

Cowans finally got it right to 
claim the most precious wicket of 
alt, that of Border. 

But just when England looked 
like finishing the first day with 
some sort of respectability, the 
fluent Wayne Phillips and Greg Rit¬ 
chie put on 55 in only 11 overs 
before Emburey was belatedly re¬ 
called and promptly had Phillips 
caught at silly point, by Gower of all 
peoplel 


Second day 


E ven geoff boycott's most 

ardent admirers had to admit 
that England seamed to have found 
a worthy sucessor to the great man 
at Headingley. 

Tim Robinson, the 26-year-old 
Notts opener, making his home 
debut in Boycott's own back yard, 
could not have been under much 
greater pressure. 

But he did not show it as he 
stroked 66 of England's 134 for 
two before the fourth stoppage for 
rain and bad light ended a gloomy 
second day in the First Cornhill 
Test. 

It was just as well. For England, 
who had needed a belated flash of 
the old Ian Botham magic to restrict 
Australia to 331 all out, were soon 
in more trouble with the bat. 

Graham Gooch, having celebrat¬ 
ed his much-heralded return to Test 
cricket with an imperious extra 
cover boundary off Geoff Lawson's 
second ball, was out in Craig 
McDermott’s second over-leg be¬ 
fore, playing across the line. 

Then captain David Gower, 


_ : _ \ 

whose return to form is said to have 
done so much for England's morale, 
was undone by the impressive 
McDermott's movement off the 
seam and was caught behind for 
17. 

By then Robinson himself had al¬ 
ready been dropped, Greg Ritchie at 
third slip adding to Australia's 
calamitous catalogue of missed 
chances by putting him down off 
McDermott. 

So Robinson, looking as calm 
and assured as if he had been open 
ing for England for years rathoi 
than in just five tests on the Indian 
tour was able to reach 52 out of 
105 off only 58 balls with eight 4s 

And when Mike Gatting went in 
determined to establish himself in 
the number four position, runs con¬ 
tinued to flow at such a rate - 84 off 
15 overs - that the batsmen were 
booed for twice accepting the um¬ 
pires' offer to leave the field for bad 
light. 

The longest delay - two hours 
for ram - had come much earlier in 
the day just when Richie and 
McDermott were threatening to 
extend Australia's overnight 284 
for SIX towards match-winning pro¬ 
portions. 



Ian Botham takes a snectacuiar catch to dismiss Kepler Wessels off John Emburey for 36 runs. Pics: AP 
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AUSTRALIA IN ENGLAND... 



Tim Robinson ..playing in his first home Test, he showed the technique and 
temperament that made him a success In India 


But when they had added 42 
Bothan somehow persuaded Rit¬ 
chie to bottomedge an attempt 
hook into his stumps, had 0 Don¬ 
nell leg before to his first ball in Test 
cricket and then, having narrowly 
missed bowling Lawson to com 
plete a hattrick, made it three 
wickets in four balls by bowling 
McDermott with the first ball of his 
next over 

With Paul Allott getting Lawson 
caught behind in the over in bet 
ween, Australia had lost their last 
four wickets for five runs in 10 
balls 

Third day 

R obinson continued on the th¬ 
ird day from wheie he had left 
off the previous evening to play an 
innings of truly epic proportions 
With all the major England batsmen 
making useful contributions the 
Australian bowlers had to toil all 
day on a wicket which belied the 
jire Test expectations of assisting 
seamers Austialia sorely missed a 
spinner 

Robinson, playing in his first 
home Test showed the technique 
and the temperament which made 
him such a success in India He 
cracked 27 boundaries in his 
410 minute stay and was responsi 
l)le for holding the innings together 


AUSTRALIA-l*l Inmns* 

(1 M W ooit Ibw b Atlott 14 

A M J HilHitr h c Downton b Ooot h 119 

K l W«)SboK ( Botham b Ernbur* y 36 

A R t Botham b Cowans 

D ( Boon ihw b (jooch 14 

M Rtfchto b Botham 46 

WM Phillips cGowarbFmbuioy iO 

LJ McDitrmoltb Botham 18 

S I 0OunnalllbwoBotham 0 

(if LawsoncOowntonbAllott 0 

IR fhomso«\no» ouf| 4 

Etna* 18 

lotil 331 


Fall of wukots 1 23 2 166 i 201 4 229 
6 229 6 284 7 )26 8 326 9 32/ 

BOWLING 

L iwan*^ 70 4 78 1 Allo*t 20 3 74 ^ Botham 
» 9 t 8 86 J t^noch 71 4 b 7 2 tmburoy 6 1 
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ENGLAND' 1»t Innings 

h A Goof h Ibw b MrDarmott 6 

R T PobioAon c Botjn b Lawson 1 76 

DI Gowor r Phifitps b McDermott 1 7 

MW GaltingcHilditchbMcDermott SJ 

AJ Lamb b 0 Donnell 38 

I 1 Botham b Thomson 60 

P W»H<*vMtiditf h b I iwson 36 

F" h fVtjyvr tor t Ro U bM l>t fi t S4 

H F’mburoyb Lawson 21 

P J W Atlott < Boon b Thomacin 17 

V VV K S tf < Ul » 

1 41 


Cal' of wickets 1 14 2 50 3 186 4 264 b 344 
Ft 417 

1 427 6 462 9 484 
BOWLING 

I iw on 7ti 4 1 1 7 i MtOermoif i, 2 1 t4 4 
rn. me n 34 1 lt>6 2 C» DctnneJ 2 7 1 77 1 Rorfj 
t f J 0 1 b 0 Wessels J 2 0 


Gattmg made 53 in a 156-run 
stand for the third wicket with Ro- 


AUSTRALIA i2nri Innings) 

A M J H kl t» I ( Hob n o t h 1 1 iL ii t y ck.) 

( MW f t) I laiTtbt 8oth<i It t 
KCW ''St Is li fr ibeift V 64 
A H H mh r I ()t xnlon li Ritihar y 
) V 0i on bCi wsns *7 7 
( M R ti I to h f I iburov 1 
WBPhiliist LdiibljOothtiTi31 
PO Oof tin II f Down ton b Bothim 24 
G FI iws ) I n iwnton b fr b trt y 1 
1 I M( Ocrtnotu tioof h I FmliurryP 
I rt Th H Ison not out ^ 

fcvtiasfl 

Tot fl t M 

I 111 of wtf keis 15 2 1 I 3 I S1 4 1 69 6 160 

6 132 ' '>7'* l> ju/ q i H 

BOWLING Holhii 117 10/4 Allot] 
' 7 4 0 f I I »ri*v 4 •{ I 14 8/5 Cowans 

U 2 bO t 'ICO 19 3 I 

iNCLANDt^f oridinnio i 

L» A (joc I h Ibw 0 DOr n»»ll <. B 
R1 Rob) iton b Lawson 21 
t) I Gowr r Boi flPf b 0 Donof II 5 
VI W (i irt MO t ph lins b I 'W ot l 
A l amt) n it )u I 
n H thimbO Donn«ll 1'’ 

P W liny n t I It 
I XT 1 I 

T01AL U 1 

FALL OF WICKETS 1 44 2 69 3 71 4 83 
^ 1 10 
BOWLING 

M Dtftnott 4 0 20 0 Lawson 16 4 51 7 0 Don 
ni-ll 1 J 4 6 37 J Thor 3 0 0 0 

Man of thr Matrh TimRobtnaon 
(Match wott by England) 


binson and Lamb 38 from 78 for 
the fourth Lamb's dismissal ho¬ 
wever brought in Botham who has 
been in irresistible form this sea¬ 
son Returning to the ground where 
he had magically transformed the 
Ashes series four years ago, Both¬ 
am hammered his wav to 60 in 
under an hour hitting 12 fours and 
two sixes before he played on to 
Jeff Thomson 

Peter Willey, who replaced Both¬ 
am, was also amongst the runs and 
only a late three-wicket burst by 
Geoff Lawson prevented a total run 
not 

Fourth day 

O N the fourth day, after England 
had extended their innings by 
another hour to add 47 runs and in¬ 
crease the lead to 202, Ian Botham 
and John Embury bowled England 
into a commanding jiosition, reduc¬ 
ing Australia to 190 for five, before 
ram curtailed play 
A fine second wicket partnership 
of 139 by Andrew HilBitch and Ke¬ 
pler Wessels, after Botham had re¬ 
moved Wood for three, gave Aus¬ 
tralia hope of salvaging a draw But 
Embui^y struck thrice m 39 balls 
and Botham took the crucial wicket 
of skipper Allan Border and Austra¬ 
lia were struggling again, losing 
four wickets for the addif'in of just 
16 bins. ''' 


SCORE-BOARD 
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C OLIN COWDREY was born m 
Southern India of English par¬ 
ents 

He would have been headlined as 
a hero if he had still been playing 
last summer and had taken centur- 



rm criticised 
after scoring 

centuries 


les off the West Indies in three sue 
cessive Tests 

That would have been right and 
proper For the opposition were in 
the view of many experts, the best 


side the game has ever produced 

The same would have applied if 
Ted Dexter had been born 20 years 
later than he was, enabling him to 
walk out at Lord's last June to pro 



f Allan Lamb... decaSruted the English summer with four centuries yet the 
praise he received wps muted, the headlines. In the main, offensive 
andcrttlood 


duca an innings of 110 against 
Clive Lloyd's all-conquering team 
and to follow it with an innings of 
100 at Headingley, plus an unbea¬ 
ten 100 at Old Trafford 

That would have been no more 
than he deserved either Ted was 
bom in Milan, of English parents 

I actually managed to do all that 
last summer when getting the bet¬ 
ter of Malcolm Marshall. Joel Gam¬ 
ier, Michael Holding and Eldine Bap¬ 
tiste, not forgetting Winston Davis 

For an encore, I was the only 
England batsman to take a century 
off Sn Lanka when they came to 
Lord's at the end of the season 
although most people seemed to 
expect the first four or five in the 
batting order to do the same 

You have to go back to Denis 
Compton in 1947 to find the last 
time an English summer was decor¬ 
ated by four Test centuries by an 
individual batsman from the home 
side 

Yet the praise I received was 
strangely muted, the headlines, in 
the main, offensive and cntical My 
situation was not eased by the fact 
that none of my centuries brought 
about a victory 

I had arrived in this world in 
Langebaanweg of English born 
parents 

Langebaanweg? It is in South 
Afnca, and that made all the differ 
ence The reaction hurt me - deep 
ly For I gave blood, sweat and tears 
in making those runs, in trying to 
save the cncfceting reputation of a 
country I regard as home 

Unfortunately, after an unbroken 
run of 27 Test matches for England 
by the end of last summer, I may re¬ 
gard It as home but the vast maior 
ity of the people I represent still 
look upon me as a suspect 5ft 8in 
of trouble Someone who has little 
right to be sandwiched in the mid 
die order between the elegant 
frame of David Gower and the more 


This extract Is taken from “Lamb’s 
Tales” by Allan Lamb with Peter 
Smith, to be published shortly by 
George Allen and Unwin, London. 


















robust one of Ian Bothann 

I was still the interloper, the 
South African who had sneaked 
into the England side before the 
Test and County Cricket Board had 
time to close the door in their quali¬ 
fication laws 

The entry into the Test arena I 
would normally have taken had 
been closed to me as a result of the 
world s abhorrence of the apartheid 
system in the country of my birth 

Yet I regard myself as just as 
English as Cowdrey or Dexter de¬ 
spite the clipped accent that 
betrays my upbringing As proud to 
play and fight for England against 
the most fearsome attack cricket 
has known - just as Compton was 
throughout his marvellous 78 Test- 
match career which turned him into 
the game s first modern-style su¬ 
perstar 

It IS not my fault that the parents 
of Cowdrey and Dexter - or the 
many others born overseas but ac 
cepted into the England side with 
out a murmur - were temporary 
absentees from this country, wher 
eas mine were settled in South Afri¬ 
ca They had made the country their 
home after being taken out there as 
youngsters by their parents 

That IS the only difference bet¬ 
ween us and I was quite prepared 
to serve the four-year qualifying 
oeriod 



Gnaham Gooch, usaa heard to com¬ 
ment that he could not understand 
how he a Britisher by birth could be 
banned for playing In South Africa 
when It was perfectly acceptable for 
England to pick someone actually 
bom In South Africa 


I cannot help thinking how better 
off Zola Budd might have been to¬ 
day had she been made to serve a 
qualification period before being 
rushed into the British team for last 
year s Olympics 

It appeared at the time to have 
been far too bewildering for a 
17-year-old 

There was no need to have 
rushed her Zola was way off her 
peak as a runner, and the 1988 
Olympics would have suited her 
better 

As for myself, there is a constant 
reminder of my background and 
birthplace in reports of almost ever 
ything I do which sets me as a man 
apart It serves to feed further the 
minds of those who refuse to ac 
cept that I have a common link with 
almost everybody else in the Eng 
land side - English-born parents 

My wife Lindsay, who has sacn 
ficed so much to support my career 
faithfully keeps scrapbooks of al 
most everything written about me 
particularly where Test matches 
are concerned And almost every 
Test match report contains the 
words South Africa whenever 
they get around to my name 

Somewhere near the top of the 
story will be the words South Afri 
can-born Allan Lamb or Allan 
Lamb, the chunky South African 
born batsman or England s 
batsman from South Africa Allan 
Lamb 

Always a label always a tag 
Never - or very seldom - just plain 
Allan Camb full stop Yet in glancing 
through cricket books nr match 
reports during the Cowdrey and 
Dexter years I never found they 
were presented in a similar way 
Stories never began Indian-born 
Colin Cowdrey or Italian born 
Ted Dexter 

I am just using these two to em¬ 
phasise my point I could just as ea 
sily use the instance of Gubby' 
Allen, another former England cap¬ 
tain He was born in Australia 

Or I could use Bob Woolmer, who 
was born in Kanpur, Derek Pringle, 
born in Nairobi, or Phil Edmonds, 
whose birthplace was Lusaka 

England have recently picked 
two players who do not have Eng¬ 
lish-born parents They are Roland 
Butcher and Norman Cowans born 
in Barbados and Jamaica respec¬ 
tively 

Both were raised in England and 
have every right to represent the 
country They have suffered the 
insults of a few mindless idiot 
hooligans who litter the odd county 
ground shouting obscenities under 



Allan Lamb gave blood, sweat 
and tears In making runs, in trying 
to save the reputation of a country 
he regards as home 

the influence of drink and through 
the safety of being in a crowd 

I was not alone in the Northants 
side in feeling disgusted at Lord s 
during the Nat West semifinal last 
August when a few beer swilling 
youngsters occupied the area in 
front of the Tavern bar and taunted 
Cowans when he was fielding a few 
yards in front of them on the third 
man boundary 

Butch' and Flash Cowans suf 
fered because of the colour of their 
skin But I do not think they have 
suffered the resentment I have 
found in being South African born 
yet playing for England 

I have found no bias when play¬ 
ing for Northants It is only at inter¬ 
national level that the feeling 
creeps inside me that I must do 
twice as well as anybody else in the 
England team if I am to receive any 
acknowledgement 

The difference was brought 
home to me with great force on the 
day after I had made that unbeaten 
100 against the West Indies at Old 
TFafford last July 

That evening I was having a drink 
in tha,Cornhill reception area in the 
company of two senior cncket 
wnters They congratulated me on 
my innings but one, a former Eng¬ 
land player, went on to say 
Wouldn't It be nice if an English-, 
man could do the same for England' 
in the second innings?" 

Perhaps f am a little too satlst^ 

\\ 



n il ALLAN LAMB STORY... 


on the subject Yet it is difficult not 
to be when I see letters from people 
questioning my nght to be -ptaving 
for England 

It might have been .different but 
for the controversy splitting the 
ame at the time I was selected for 
ngland for the first time in the one- 
day international series against 
India in 1982 

Feeling was still running high 
about the three-year Test ban im¬ 
posed on Graham Gooch, John Em- 
burey, Geoff Boycott, and others for 
making up an English Xt to play in 
South Africa in March that yeai 

Gooch was heard to comment 
more than once that he could not 
understand how he, born and 
raised just east of London, could be 
banned by England for playing 
against South Africa when it was 
perfectly acceptable for England to 
pick somebody who was actually 
born in South Africa 

There was nothing personal in 
Gooch's argument As far as 1 am 
aware, he has had no objection to 
my playing for England apart from 
the unusual circumstances of hi*, 
own case at the time But it must 
have caused considerable resent 
ment around the country among 
fans who saw my name in the Eng 
land team when their own heroes 
were being denied the chance 


I should like to make it clear that I 
did not agree with the ban and cer 



tamly not the length of it. The popu¬ 
lar view is that the ban was im¬ 
posed on the 13 "rebels" to ap¬ 
pease the major coloured cricket- 
playing countries and to avoid the 
threat of world cricket being split 
into two camps^ 

The majority of people in this 
country apj^eared to believe that 
the Test and County Cricket Board 
had bowed to threats from India, 
Pakistan, and the West Indies - 
something they could not under 
stand when India and Pakistan 
appeared happy to play against an 
England side containing me 

I hope It IS not true that they 
bowed to outside pressure English 
cricket must be run for the benefit 
of English cricket alone, and I am 
not convinced that there would 
have been a coloured walk-out 
from the International Cricket Con¬ 
ference if Gooch and the others had 
been allowed to continue as Test 
players 

The coloured playing countries 
need England and Australia on their 
circuit to provide them with money, 
particularly the West Indies 

It was a pity all the controversy 
had been around at the time I was 
making my England bow and which 
pgt my South African background 
more fully in the spotlight than it 
might have been 


When I first entered the England 
team I did not take a place that had 



been occupied by any of the "re- 
bels" 

It IS possible, perhaps, that both 
my Northants colleagues Peter 
Willey and Wayne Larkins, might 
have been considered for the No 3 
place I was to occupy when I first 
played for England if they had not 
been banned This did not make life 
too easy for me 

Although they never voiced any 
objection to me personally, they 
both felt as strongly as Gooch and 
Emburey about the presence of a 
South African-born batsman in the 
England side when they were not 
allowed to play It did result in some 
embarrassing moments in the 
Northants dressing-room that sum 
mer 

d state again that no rebel lost 
his Test place or the £1,500 fee 
that goes with it because I was sud¬ 
denly qualified for England I stress 
this because it is a point many have 
conveniently overlooked 

AM the controversy surrounding 
the banning of the England players 
had one other side effect I wasn t 
sure how I would be accepted by 
the other England players although 
Tony Greig appeared to be wel 
come when he had travelled along 
the same road 10 years earlier and 
Basil d Oliveira had been greeted 
with open arms->wo others born n 
South Africa 

Thankfully, the greetings from 
the others appeared to be genuine 
enough when I first walked into the 
England dressing-room There was 
not the slightest hint of any ammo 
sity Yet I still felt a little uneasy 
even at the end of my first summer 
with England 

That feeling persisted when I left 
to go on the Australian tour in the 
82-'83 winter After we had been 
out there a fortnight I went to lunch 
with Bob Willis, David Gower and 
Ian Botham and over a marvellous 
dish of garlic prawns I asked the 
three of them if I fitted in They 
seemed staggered that I should 
even raise the point 

I was grateful for their support 
that day I have been tremendously 
grateful for the support all three 
have given me ever since They arc 
another reason why I love playing 
for England 

I love It so much that, proud as I 
am of the three centuries I hit 
against the West Indies in my at¬ 
tempt to become accepted by the 
public at large, I would willingly 
have swopped all of them for an 
England victory in the series 
against Clive Lloyds remarkable 
team 


The fact that Ms /Vu^honts colleagues Peter Willey (left) and WtQ/ne 
Larkhts might have bein selected/or England In hfs place if they had not 
not mtdte life oosy for Allan LanU> 








The victorious Australians ’S2... Back Row: S. Jones, A. Bannerman, G. Bonnor, F. Spofforth, J. Black- 
ham, G.Palmer. G. Giffen, T. Garret. H. Massie and P. McDonnell. Seated: IV. Murdoch, H. Boyle and T. 
Horan * 

THE ASHES STORY 


A special report by Christopher Hilton 


I T WAS bitterly cold Ram hung in 
the air and the 20 000 people 
forming a dense ring round the Oval 
wore dark raincoats They all wait¬ 
ed quietly 

The clock moved on beyond 3 30 
p m 

Deep inside the small pavilion 
Frederick Spofforth, a tail lean 
Satanic fast bowler surveyed his 
team-mates and kept repeating 
This thing can be done, this thing 
can be done 

And then they filed out, down the 
steps on to the pitch If any of them 
glanced at the scoreboard it told 
them a very simple story 

Australia 63 and 122, England 
101 In a few moments, an England 
side with ten recognised batsmen 
would begin their second innings 
needing only 85 to win 

One of them was a giant, easily 
recognisable even from across the 
ground where thousands sat in a 
long, low wooden stand W G 
Grace, a colossal man with a colos- 

I “i 


sal beard, the heaviest run-scorer 
the game had known 

The man. beside him AN 
Hornby, known as Monkey, a Black¬ 
burn man and a famous opener for 
Lancashire He had batted at ten in 
the first innings - there was so 
much batting in the side it didn't 
matter 

Now, as captain, he had promot¬ 
ed himself To get this thing over 
quickly and painlessly, no doubt 

But the wicket wasn't good The 
ram which hung had fallen earlier 
The pitch would help Spofforth 

At exactly quarter to four, Spof¬ 
forth measured out his run at the 
gasworks end, turned, came in and 
bowled to Grace A maiden There 
was no hurry 

Grace and Hornby took seven 
singles and Hornby gave the in¬ 
nings Its impetus by on-dnving 
Spofforth for four, but Spofforth 
was a devastating bowler, sinister 
to look at - a beak of a nose, a 
drooping moustache full of mys¬ 
tery 


He was over 6ft and from that 
height he could make the ball cut 
back viciously He beat Hornby, 
who edged it, beat him again and 
knocked his off-stump back. Fif¬ 
teen for one * 

Richard Bartow was from Bolton, 
normally Hornby's partner and 
known throughout the land as an 
infernally difficult man to get out 

He took guard while Spofforth 
stayed poised at the end of his run, 
watched as Spofforth accelerated, 
played at it. The ball did cut back 
from a length, brushed the bat and 
scattered the stumps 15 for two* 

Now Yorkshire, where Lanca¬ 
shire had failed, George Ulyett was 
a professional and in Melbourne six 
month&k before he had taken 149 
from these same Australians. He 
watched Grace get hold of the 
game 

They called Grace The Champion. 
He on-drove Spofforth for foi^ difl 
It again, thw time for three. There 
was 8 tremendous cheer, it Vvee 
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going to ba easy 

With the score at 30 Spofforth 
changed to the pavillion end and 
Harry Boyle came on to partner 
him 

The 50 was reached at 4 35 but a 
single later Spofforth unleashed his 
really fast one Ulyett moved antici¬ 
pating the cut-back It was straight 
It touched his bat and the wicket¬ 
keeper grabbed it low down on the 
off-side 51 for three 



W G. Grace... not even he could 
halt the Ausaies 


Before he could do anything, 
,.ucas latd-cut Boyle for four 15 to 
win 

At 70, with Steel tost in his 
nerves, he pushed limply at Spof- 
forth's slower ball and was caught 
and bowled Still 15 to win Only 
four wickets left 

Maurice Read was in now He 
survived Spofforth's first ball, the 
second hit middle and off 70 for 
seven Still 15 to win 


Two runs later Grace drove at 
Boyle and didn t get hold of it pro¬ 
perly The ball was going hard but 
upward, upward into the safe 
hands of mid-off Fifty three for 
four 

The men of pedigree were at the 
wicket now, the kind who built and 
ruled Victoria's Empire, A P Lucas, 
Uppingham Cambridge University, 
Surrey and the Rt-Hon Alfred Lyt¬ 
telton, Eton Cambridge University 
and Middlesex 

The score crawled to 60 just 
before 5pm and then Lyttelton hit 
Spofforth for four It was almost the 
last vigorous gesture of certainty 

The tension was gathering 
reaching out to the batsmen Boyle 


bowled a maiden to Lyttelton, 
Spofforth bowled a maiden to 
Lucas And Another And another- 

12 in all, SIX from either end 

Four more maiden overs, each 
stretching the nerves taut, and 
suddenly Spofforth produced the 
Sne which cut back It struck the 
top of Lytteltons middle stump 
cleanly 66forfive 19 to win 

Allan Steel was next, another 
with pedigree Marlborough, Cam¬ 
bridge University, Lancashire He 
was openly nervous Was it he 
who on the way to the wicket, 
couldn t speak to a fielder who 
wished him w»ll because hips lis 
were ashen grey and his throat so 
parched? 


THE BIRTH OF THE ASHES 


AUSTRALIA-First Innings 


AC B(inn<)rmin( bPe^li* 9 

HH Md^RiebUlyntt 1 

W L Murdoch b f'od IP 13 

0 » Br nnor b Bdf Ic w 1 

f P Horan b Barlow 3 

(i (ifffen b Pe IIP 2 

J M Blaci^ham c Gract b Barlow 1 7 

7 W Garrpll c Roid b Ph He 10 

H F Boyto b Barlow 2 

S P Jones c Barnes b Barlow 0 

FR Spofforth not out 4 

B1 1 

Total 63 

Fallofwktft 6 21 22 26 30 30 48 63 
69 

Bowling-Peate 38 24 31 4 Ulyett 

9 6 111 Barlow 31 22 19 5 Steel 
2 1-1 0 

Second Innings 

AC BannermancStuddbBarnes 13 

H H Maasiab Steel ^*7 

W L Murdoch run out 29 

C J Bonnor b Ulyett 2 

T P Horan c Grace b Paata 2 

G Giffen c Grace b Paata 0 

JM Blackham c Lyttelton b Paata 7 

TW Gsfi an not out 2 

H F Boyia b Steal 0 

S P Jones run out 6 

F Spofforth b Paata 0 

Extras 6 

Total 122 


Fall of wkts 66. 70 70. 79. 79 79 99 
1U.117 122 


tNGLAND-First Innings 


R(t Bartow 1 Bd^nernianbSpoftoitti It 

W G tirict b Si> )ffo ih 4 

G UlyMtit Bl Ji khAtu t» Spofforlf 26 

A P Luc IS L Bldckhan t>R(»vlr 9 

Hon A lvMf*l!cn( RhcM v itrSpoHortli 2 

C T RtuHct b0 
J M Read notoi. i 19 

W BjrnpsbBovIn b 

AG Strel b(idrreti 14 

A N Hornb> b RptrMofth 2 

E Pea»a t Boylf* b Spi ffcrrih 0 

B 6 tb 2 nb 1 9 

Total 101 


Fallofwkts 13 18 57 59 60 63 70 96 
101 

Bowling -Spofforth 36 3 18 46 7 Gar 
rert16 7 72 1 Boyle 19 7 24 2 


Second Innings 


R G Barlow b Spofforth 0 

WG Gracoi Bannarn an b Boyle 32 

G Ulyett c Blackham h Spofforth 11 

A P Luca# b Spofforth 5 

Hon A Lyt»alton b Spofforth t2 

C T Studd not out 0 

J M Read b Spofforth 0 

W ( Murdoch b Boyle 2 

A G Steel r /b Spofforih 0 

AN HornbybSpofforth 1 

E Paata blfoyle 2 

B 3 nb 1 4 

Total 77 


Fallofwkts 15 15 51 53 66 70.70 
75 75 


BowlIng^-PMte 21-9-40-4, Ulyett Bowhna--Spoffortt) 28-15 44 7, Gerrstt 

6- 2-10-i7 Berlow 13-B-27-0, Steel 7-2-10-Q;Boylo20-l 1-19 3 

7- 0-Berne* 12-S-l6-I.Studd4"r-9'0 RMWtt; Australis won by 7 run* 

UtnpiMs: R Thornes and t. Greenwood 


William Barnes was a good all- 
rounder, solid Nottinghamshire 
stock and he hit Spofforth for two 
In that same over three byes were 
frantically run 

But Lucas who had survived for 
so long, was unlucky now From the 
last ball of Spofforth's over he 
played on 75 for eight 

The next man, Charles Studd was 
helpless at the non-striker s end as 
Barnes faced Boyle The first ball of 
the over jumped glanced a glove 
and went to point An easy ratph 
Seventy-five for nine 

One man remained - Edmund 
Peate, a slow bowler As he went to 
the wicket, the scorer was so 
affected that instead of writing 
Peate he scribbled something 
which looked like geese m the 
scorebook 

Peate took guard All he had to do 
was survive Studd would do the 
rest 

But Peate panicked He lashed at 
Boyle s first ball and U could have 
gone anywhere It went to square 
leg They ran two 

Calm down Peatel 

That second ball he played an 
other awful shot, somehow keep 
ing It out of his stumps 

Calm down Peate' 

In came Boyle and Peate lashed 
again completely missed it and was 
bowled England all out /7 Austra 
lia had won by seven runs The vast 
crowd remained silent and motion 
less for a long moment then they 
rushed the ground 

It was a few days before the 
decorum of the age was restored It 
was done in a publication called 
The Sportijrg Times which printed 
Its famous obituary notice 

A little while after an English 
team was formed to go to Australia 
to get The Ashes back 

And that's how it all began 

The following winter, in Australia, 
England took 3 2-1 lead Some Mel¬ 
bourne women burnt a bail and pre¬ 
sented the ashes in the now- 
famous um to England captain Ivo 
Bticih 
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NEWS F0L10...NEWS FOLIO 


Han Jian wins _ 

Calgary: Chinese Han Jian won rhe 
men's singles title at the World 
Badminton Championships de¬ 
feating Dane, Morten Frost Han 
sen 14-19, 15-10, 15-9 m a 
long drawn, exciting 75-minute 
battle. Frost was the favourite 
after Chinese nurnbcr one Zhao 
Jian Hua had withdrawn from 
the tournament. 

The women's singles title also went 
to China when Han Aipmg de ¬ 
feated compatriot Wu Jianqui 
6-11. 12-1 1, 11-2, m a coniio 
versial final 

Boris the champ 

London Boris Becker, the teenaged 
West German teams star, 
claimed the Queen's Court Stella 
Artois grass court tournament 
defeating Joahna Knek m the hn 
a!6-2. 6-3 to wm $250,000 

Top seed Jimmy Connors fnd 
crashed out in the Inst round it¬ 
self and the Indian challengers, 
Vijay Amritraj and Rarnesh Krish- 
nan fell by the wayside before the 
last eight stage 


Carl Lewis loses 


Indianapolis' Olympic 100 rn cham 
pion Cad Lewis was defeated 
over the distance for the first 
, time in two years when he came 
fourth in his semi final at the U S 
Athletic Championships 

Lewis had suffered a slight strain in 
his right hamstring while long 
lumping m Los Angeles m May 
Lewis finishedm 1034 sec. stow 
by his standards, and then later 
withdrew from the 200m trials 


Fender passes away 


London: Percy Fender, who was the 
world's oldest surviving Test 
cricketer passed away on June 
16 in a nursing home in Exeter 
Fender, an outstanding cricketer, 
still has one record against his 
name - the fastest century in first 
class cricket During an innings 
of 118 not out in 42 minutes. He 
made it off between 40 and 46 
balls when scoring waa not as 
de'tatled at it is today 

.fn.T&2i. Fender also became the 
to. do the 'treble' of 

'fXa'-z' ^ . 


1000 runs. 100 wickets and 50 
catches in a season _ 

India’s debacle _ 

Amstelvoen The l^Ve-sf German 
men's hockey team won the 
four nation invitation BMW hock 
ey tournament by winning all 
their three matches. They beat In¬ 
dia 4 1, Holland 1 -0 and England 
S 1 to wm the title 

Indian finished lost for the first time 
m an international competition 
losing all their three matches 

Rono finishes last _ 

Nairobi Kenyan Henry Rono. who 
world records in three dif 
ferent e\/onts. linfshed last m a 
10.000 metres comeback race 
m the Mombasa 


• •• 


Brazil’s victory 

Asucion: Brasil defeated Paraguay 
2-0 and moved into the lead in 
Group /// World Cup eliminatiori 
play The Brasilian goals were 
scored by Casagrande m the first 
half and by star striker Zico in the 
second session 

Banks’ record 

Indianapolis American Willie Banks 
shattered the world record in the 
men's triple jump event with a 
leap of 17.97 metres m the U.S 
outdoor Track and Field Cham¬ 
pionships Banks beat the pre¬ 
vious best of 17.89 metres set 
by Joao Ohviera of Brasil m 19 75 
m Mexico city ' 






_ _ 

American jockey Steve Cauthen takes ‘Slip Anchor’ past the 
finish post, to win the 206th Epsom Derby In London last week. 
Cauthen, 25, led the race from the start to become the first 
American for 78 year9.tg.^in the classic 


















TREND SETTERS IN INDIAN SPORT 

Prof. D.B Deodhar 


By P.N. Sundaresan 


A typical product of 
the old school 


P ROFESSOR D.B. Deodhar, an il¬ 
lustrious contemporary of C.K. 
Nayudu, was part and parcel of In¬ 
dia's cricket history, exercising a 
profound influence on the devolop- 
ment of the game. C.K. was brought 
up in propitious circumstances, 
amidst affluence,.one can even say, 
but Deodhar had to struggle hard 
through adversity and primitive 
conditions to acquire a highly re¬ 
spected position in the Indian crick¬ 
et hierarchy. 

Both C.K. and the Professor, who 
ywas born in 1892, three years ear¬ 
lier to the former, applied them¬ 
selves with great dedication to 
whatever sport they took up and 
worked very hard to achieve a high 
degree of competence but the 
games each indulged in provide an 
insight into the influences they 
were under while they were young. 

C.K. was brilliant in athletics, 
good at billiards and polo, was a 
fine horseman and a keen hunter. 


Deodhar played with success indi¬ 
genous games like atyapatya, kho, 
kho, kabbadi and football at school 
-and only when he entered the por¬ 
tals of the college did he turn his at¬ 
tention more to tennis. Through 
participation in these various disci¬ 
plines, both C.K. and the Professor 
developed a sound physique which 
enabled them to mark in cricket, 
which proved a passion to both, 
Deodhar played first class cricket 
till 1946, when he was 55-years- 
old, and his long record was over¬ 
hauled only by C.K., who played his 
last match when he was 61. 

Youngest of three brothers, 
Deodhar came from a healthy 
stock, but he lost his mother when 
he was but two-years-old Fortun¬ 
ately his aunt, who was childless, 
proved a guardian angel for them, 
and braved many hardships to br¬ 
ing them up in her home in Pune 
Recalls Deodhar: "We obviously 
had a hard life of selfhelp and work 
in our teens, but this grind of adver¬ 


sity did me a lot of good, by making 
me follow a frugal, strenous and 
disciplined life and keeping me off 
from the luxuries and temptations 
harmful to our health I thus played 
football, which was and is the best 
game for youngsters to cultivate a 
strong and sturdy physique and 
which is the sine-quo-non for suc¬ 
cess in all outdoor games. I kept to 
a simple and healthy vegetarian 
diet then and later throughout my 
life and I believe it helped me in 
maintaining perfect-physical fitness 
and a keen eyesight essential in 
cricket." 

Deodhar's early brush with crick¬ 
et was on the "natural lawn" on the 
banks of River Mutha, running th¬ 
rough Pune city, With crude imple¬ 
ments for bat and ball. Adversity 
during these schooldays naturally 
steeled the nerves and temper of 
Deodhar and built him up to give off 
his best even fn difficult situations 
later on. 

Young Deohdar made excellent 
progress after he had joined Fergu¬ 
son College and In 1910 he got a 
call from Bombay to play for the 
Hindus in the prestigious Triangular 
Tournament. He did not make the 
final eleven, so he practised very 
hard and in the following season 
won a place after a fine batting per* 
formance against St. Xavier s Col¬ 
lege of Bombay. 

Though he failed in his maidd-n 
appearance in the Triangular tour¬ 
nament - later to be expanded into 
a Quadrangular and Pentagular - he 
soon made his mark, and after a 
series of consistent scores hit up 
his first century in 1925 against the 
Parsees. What was more important 
was that Deodhar established him¬ 
self as a leading batsman of the 
country, combining sound defence 
with an array of attacking strokes. 
His frequent visits to Bombay- 
helped him to augment his batting 
resources so that he was always an 
entertainer, though not on the gor¬ 
geous scale oflC.K. Nayudu. 

A , memorable, performance 
which' gave Deodhar immense sa¬ 
tisfaction and raised his stature to a 
new level, was his century knock in 
the first unofficial Test match 
against theM.C.C- which toured In¬ 
dia in 192;6-27. With'the maghifl.«' ; 
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cent support of his skipper KM 
Mistri, he scored 146 runs, a great 
innings characterised by a fine de¬ 
fence and strong off driving What 
was atso intportant was that the in¬ 
nings was played in a crisis, after 
the dismissal of stalwarts like C K, 
L P Jai and Wasir All, and enabled 
All India to draw the match 

The century also proved to be the 
first by an Indian batsman in a Test 

- official or unofficial it matters little 

- against a touring side 

Five years later Oeodhar earned 
unstinted praise from Jack Hobbs 
and Herbert Sutcliffe the famous 
English pair of opening batsmen, 
when he scored a century for Vi 
zianagarams team for whom the 
Englishmen were also playing, 
against Ceylon Europeans 

Despite this knock, Oeodhar was 
dropp^ from the Indian team to 
England in 1932 on the grounds th¬ 
at he was too old - he was 40 then 

- and the tour was for young men 
with a future The double standards 
that were adopted became evident 
whenCK andC Ramaswami were 
chosen for the 1936 tour to Eng 
land though both had crossed the 
40 mark 

Deodhar was sidelined for the 
home Tests in 1933 34 and for the 
tour to England in 1936 while the 
same argument that he was too old 
was advanced for the Tests against 
Lord Tennyson s Learn in 1938 
even though Deodhar showed fine 
form with an excellent century for 
Maharashtra against the visitors in 
the opening match of their tour 

Deodhar s career would probably 
have ended in the mid-thirties but 
the Ranji trophy championship in 
augurated in 1934 35 provided 
him more opportunities to show his 
prowess This new tournament 
provide scope for the Professor to 
develop his skill as a leader and to 
re establish himself as a player and 
in the process exercise his in 
fluence on the progress of the 
game in the country Nowhere was 
this influence felt so much as in Ma 
harashtra s cricket 


As a reaction to the step¬ 
motherly treatment mbted out to 
cncketers from Pune by the author¬ 
ities in Bombay, the Maharashtra 
Cricket Association was formed in 
1934, with the Professor taking a 
leading part in the move Then be¬ 
gan the task of building up Mahar¬ 
ashtrian cricket by the Professor by 
regrouping the players belonging to 
Purte scattered all over the state, 


and, which culminated in two suc- 
aesaive tmimphs in the Rantl trophy 
in 1939-40 and 



C K. Nayudu (left) and Prof. Deodhar applied themselves with great dedh 
cation to whatever sport they took up 


Tha applause for these triumphs 
was also for the great role that 
Deodhar had played as a captain 
and as a player His own contribu¬ 
tion to these two victones were a 
total 813 runs, made up of two cen¬ 
turies and one double century (246) 
against old rival Bombay, besides 
other good scores 

The astonishing veteran pro 
ceeded to tear Bombay's attack 
apart and duly reached the double 
century For all you know her was a 
man in early twenties at the crease 
instead of a fifty-year old stalwart, 
was Vijay Hazare s telling comment 
on Deodhar's effort against Bom¬ 
bay 

Four years later the evergreen 
Professor scored a century in each 
innings (105 and 145) against Na- 
wanagar and ended his first class 
career with a flounsh by scoring 
102 against CK Nayudu's team in 
the Bengal Relief Fund match 

By virtue of his active participa¬ 
tion in first class matches fdr nearly 
four decades Prof Deodhar-occu¬ 
pies a unique place amohQ the se¬ 
lect band of famous cHcketers," 
said C K, while paying a tribute to 
Deodhar. "i have watched him on 
the cncket field dunng a continuous 
period of thirty-five years. But time 
has evidently left untouched the 
sheer artistry end the Iron form of 


the Professor 

He IS a typical product of the old 
school Though denied the oppor¬ 
tunity of showing the intnnsic mer¬ 
its of his own game Prof Deodhar 
has to his credit a number of classic 
performartces It was indeed a rare 
achievement for a bowler to shatter 
his wicket once the Professor set¬ 
tled down to his match-winning 
stuff I thoroughly enjoyed the sight 
of Prof Deodhar walking up to the 
pitch in his inimitable manner and 
sconng a run off the first ball, with 
his crisp cuts and his immaculate 
driving he invariably helped his side 
to register a big total Prof Deodhar 
defied the popular practice of retir¬ 
ing early from the arena of Indian 
cncket He has a genuine love for 
the game and enjoys every moment 
on the playing field His recent per¬ 
formances have proved him a tern 
fic force to reckon with Prof Beo- 
dhar was a keen fighter who in 
variably touched hts best form 
when he was up against heavy 
odds India has never paid him the 
tnbute which is due to him His 
non-inclusion in the past Indian Xls 
will remain a dark memory in the 
annals of Indian cricket 

Add to this the tribute of Vijay 
Merchant for a complete picture of 
the Professor Dunng a Quadrangu¬ 
lar match Merchant, piaymg under 
the Professor, had ample scope to 
study him and his methods or bW- 
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( SUPPOSE nothing gets up my 
nose more than double standards. 
What's good for me should be good 
enough for someone else. Or so I al¬ 
ways thought 

For this reason, I blew my top 
when I heard that my old mate Rod 
Marsh had escaped with a severe 
reprimand for throwing his bat m 
the 1983-84 Sheffield Shield final 
against Queensland in Perth The 
W.A guys who saw me angry 
couldn't understand what I was up¬ 
set about. Hadn't Marsh, my buddy, 
beaten the rap? Shouldn't I be tick¬ 
led pink? 

Well, no My association with 
Marsh wasn't the point The point 
was that had it been me in Rod's 
boots, someone would have th¬ 
rown the book at mei No doubt 
about that. And what made me 
even madder was the fact that um¬ 
pires Mel Johnson and Peter 
O'Connell - two men whose ability I 
respect enormously - had verbally 
guaranteed that they would pot ap¬ 
peal if the W.A. players' tribunal 
found Rod guilty of misconduct and 
reprimanded him. Hell, if that didn't 
beat alji 

Here was I copping $1000 fines, 
suspensions and bad publicity and 
my tittle fat mate gets off virtually 
scot-free! 

I also deplored how it happened. I 
was acting W.A. captain and origin¬ 
ally on the tribunal that was to sit in 
judgement on Rod. I refused be¬ 
cause I was told by Tony Mann that 
the case had to be heard that night. 

I said: "I don't want to hear it now. 
I've got enough problems on my 
mind. I'll talk about it another time." 

Although I didn't actually say it I 
meant the following morning but 
when I arrived at the W.A.C.A. 
ground, justice - or a very rough 
imitation of it - had already been 


**Nothing gets u 


mv nose more than 


double standards’* 


By Dennis Lillee 
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"No problems," said Mann, "the 
umpires have said that if we just re¬ 
primand him severely, they won't 
appeal." That decision, as far as I 
was concerned, turned the entire 
disciplinan system into a farce 

Rod h<s abused an umpire and 
thrown iiis bat a good 20 metres 
and It the players' behaviour code 
wjs to be taken at all seriously, he 
would have been made to pay for it. 
What I mean is, no matter what the 
name, stature or reputation of the 
off'jnder, there should be some sort 
c. /niformity of penalty. 

.’erhaps they take previous re- 
ords into account before the con¬ 
viction and penalty. This is itself 
rather flies in the face of British jus¬ 
tice as we know it because in any 
court, at any level, the record of the 


accused cannot be revealed or con¬ 
sidered until a conviction in that 
particular case has been recorded. 

Good luck to Rod for beating the 
rap in what was, after all, his last 
first-class match. But to hell with 
the system itself. 

My own record in the miscon¬ 
duct area is not as bad as most 
might imagine. I've had two fines 
and two suspensions - not bad, 
really, for one so long in the game. I 
suppose it's just that my cases 
seem to grab the headlines. 

My problems with the Australian 
Cricket Board's authority this time 
really started back on the Adelaide 
Oval in 1983. It was a W.A. - S.A. 
Sheffield Shield encounter, an im¬ 
portant one for us in our efforts to 


ensure that the final was played on 
our home turf. We were in a/sound 
position too, until Michael Hays- 
man and Peter Sleep got together 
and the runs started to flow. The 
game was starting to slip away 
from us, but we had just taken the 
new ball and I'd really built myself 
up for an effort to bre^ through. 

I did. I took three wickets in the 
space of 11 deliveries, but Sleep 
was still there and I badly wanted 
his wicket. I tried a little too hard 
and in my delivery stride managed 
to wrench my right leg. I suppose a 
lot of people who saw it happen th¬ 
ought I'd done my knee again In 
fact, what I'd done was to badly 
tear the tendons and muscles at the 
top of my calf. 



**Here was / 


copping $1000 


fines, suspensions 


andhad publicity 


and my little fat 


mate gets off 


virtually 


scot-free!** 

I was hobbling from the ground 
m a good deal of pain and when I 
got to within about 10 metres of 
the fence, it became pretty appar¬ 
ent that the S.A.C A. members 
watching my discomfort were not 
about to give me any recognition at 
all. I'm not the sort of bloke who 
wants a standing ovation every 
time he leaves the field, but there I 
was. hardly able to walk, a bloke 
who had just bowled his guts out 
for his State, a guy who was near 
ing the end of the road. 

And there wasn’t a soul about to 
give me any encouragement. Per 
haps they were trying to tell me 
something. I reckon had it been an¬ 
yone else on any other cricket field 
in the world, he would have been 
applauded, sympathetically, off the 
ground. But no. It was almost as if 
contd. on p. 20 



Marfh had abated an umpire and throum his bat a good twenty metres 
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they were enjoying my plight. Per¬ 
haps they figured South Australia's 
chances had improved with me out 
of the attack. It was all too much 

Why don't you clap, you bug- 
gors!" I said. I didn't even yell it It 
was a sort of throw-away line as I 
left the arena. I really didn't think th¬ 
at much about it at all. Imagine my 
astonishment when I was told I had 
been reported. 

Reported!! Good grief, what for? 
Well, you see, Geoff Noblet, a S.A- 
C.A vice-president, had heard the 
remark, taken offence and decided 
that I should be on the mat. 

Kim Hughes was W A. captain 
that day and the team's tribunal did 
not even bother to sit in judgement 
on the case. They considered it too 
trivial Case unheard, therefore, dis¬ 
missed 


own record 
in the misconduct 
area is not as bad 
as most might 
imagine. I sup¬ 
pose ifs just that 
my cases seem to 
grab the head¬ 
lines’^ 


But that wasn't the end of it as far 
as the noble Mr. Noblet was con¬ 
cerned He went as far as trying to 
got witnesses from among the S A¬ 
GA members to give evidence 
against me. I know he spoke to one 
lady who heard my remark, and her 
reply really amused me 

'Yes, " she said, ”1 heard him 
swear, but if you are going to report 
Dennis Lillee for that, then you 
might as well report David Hookes 
nearly every time he gets out." 

That didn't deter Noblet He ap¬ 
pealed - and I was again back in 
front of Bob Merriman, co-ordinator 
of the A.C.B.'s players' committee. I 
just couldn't believe Merriman’s 
finding and sentence: guilty, and a 
suspended $ 1000 fine. 

What it meant, of course, was th- 
,, at if I as much as said "shit" on the 
field at any stage within the next 14 
I,' months, I could lose $t000 plus. 



Be a good boy, they were saying, or 
else! 

Another thing that amazed me 
was that I had no right of appeal. I 
couldn't really understand that at all 
because it says in the players' 
handbook that any appeil must be 
lodged within 24 hour.* of the sen¬ 
tence being handed dawn. If that's 
the case, why then was I denied the 
right of appeal? I never got a satis¬ 
factory answer on that one. 

Indeed, the double-standard is 
the problem I ha^e with the Austra¬ 
lian Cricket Board. From the side¬ 
lines, It may have appeared that 
controversy and I went together 
like a meat pie and sauce. 

It IS true that there havo been in¬ 
cidents, but not as many as most 
would imagine In reality there were 
only three major incidents which, 
unfortunately, set me on to the 
front pages - the Javed Miandad 
dust-up, the aluminium bat affair 
and that bet on England 


‘The thing that 
annoyed me most 
about that affair 
was that Javed 
jabbed me in the 
ribcage with his 
bat” 


I got no kicks at all from Javed 
episode. In 13 years of Test cricket. 
It is probably the only incident t re¬ 
gret. I regret retaliating . even th¬ 
ough I was provoked. I also regret 
that the full facts of the incident 
never emerged - because my name 
was Dennis Lillee, not John Smith. 
There I go on that victimisation th¬ 
ing again, but I really do think there 
were a special set of rules for me 
when it came to authority. 

The thing that annoyed me most 
about that affair was the Javed 
jabbed me. in the ribcage with his 
bat, but nobody wanted to know 

about that. 

«(» 

I'm not saying I was right in what 
I did, even though I gave him only a 
slight tap on the pad. 

I'm sorry thousands of kids saw 
It, but I'm sorry the incident wasn't 
fully shown in television replays. 

I clearly recaii New Zeland pace-' 
man Richard Hadlee ooHkSoa-wIth 



an Australian batsman. It looked for 
all the world as if Hadlee had tried 
to trip him or shove him off balance 
as our guy was going for a qucik 
run. But did they crucify the Kiwi for 
that? No wayl It made a paragraph 
near the bottom of match reports. 
Had it been me? Well... 

I always thought I was "set up" in 
the aluminium bat incident. I cer¬ 
tainly burned my fingers on those 
bats. I'd checked the rules very 
carefully and spoken to manage¬ 
ment, State authorities and Board 
members. They all agreed there 
was nothing to say I couldn't use an 
aluminium bat in a first-class 
match.. 

I liken it to the instance of the bat 
manufacturer who was trying to 
push the scoop design. He ap¬ 
proached Greg Chappell and said 
"Look, don't use your ordinary- 
shaped willow, use the scoop be¬ 
cause we want people to see it is 
available and a good bat " 

That's all I was trying to do with 
my bat...and I was within my rights 
to use it I became very upset be¬ 
cause I was set up 

"They" said they stopped me us¬ 
ing It because it wfis Chopmg up the 
ball. Rubbish! Lots of different peo¬ 
ple carried out tests later and the 
unbiased ones showed that the alu¬ 
minium bat produced no more wear 
and tear on a ball than a wooden 
blade. 

They" knew I was using a differ¬ 
ent bat because there was a "clunk " 
when I hit the ball rather than a 
woody sound. 

When you think about it, they 
shouldn't have complained be¬ 
cause there was no doubt when 
you'd made contact with the ball It 
would have made and umpire's job 
easier. 


I came back on the field and tried 
to use the bat again because I knew 
I was right, but I could see I was 
beating my head against a brick 
wall. So common sense prevaile- 
d...and I set a world record for 
throwing an aluminium bat. 

The whole business left a nasty 
taste because the hierarchy in Eng 
land decided during that game that 
the aluminium bat would be banned 
from first-class cricket. If my name 
hadn’t been Dennis Lillee, maybe 
that wouldn't have happened 


either 

The bats were never ever intend¬ 
ed for use at Test or Shield criket 


level. They were for school cncket, 
practice, socifli^ .matches, backyard 
cricket and kid#' presents. They are 
probably $ very ^oposition ip to- 

eventually 





I alwof^s thouqht I was "set up" 
in the aluntinium but incident 


appreciate the bat's value and dura¬ 
bility. We still have the patent and 
we still get steady orders for them 
In 10,15 or 2o years' time, with the 
cost of willow spiralling, maybe th¬ 
ey'll be accepted 

And that bet on England in that 
game we "couldn't lose" .well, I on 
ly wish I’d had more on 

I'd flatten anyone who evei sug¬ 
gested I threw a game I have a 
completely clear conscience over 
the betting incident 1 believe my 
intregnty, as tar as playing to win 
every game I've played, is ungues 
boned 

I didn't regard it as betting 
against my team or my country 1 
lust thought the odds 500/1 wore 
ridiculous for a two-horse race 

I played the game to the best of 
my ability and strpvc at all times to 
win 

The thing that irks me is that it 
was by no means the flist time 
players had bet on the other team 1 
certainly wasn't the first but I wa.s 
the first to be crucified for it 

I'd planned to have f50 on Eng¬ 
land That I got cold feet about vir 
tually throwing big money away 
and only made it a f 10 wager is still 
a matter of regret to me 

CONCLUDED 
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What went wrong 
at Singapore 

" ..Ill—i-i-iH By Om Agraival ... - . . . . . . . 


N EVfcR HAS a tournament pro 
mised so much for India yet 
delivered so little as the Second 
Asian Snooker Championships at 
Singapore As world champion I 
knew I carried a heavy burden to 


2 


nd 

'ASIAN SN&mR 
CHAMPI9NSHIP 


bring the La/ir trophy to India for 
•he first time )ust as I had brought 
the world trophy a year ago If not I 
hen snooker fans in India expected 
Geet Sethi to do it having won the 
national title and thrashed me in 
many events after that If not Sethi 
at least the newcomer to the inter¬ 
national game Sanjay Sawant 
should have done it 



Referee Bruce Stevens watches Om Agrawal in action at the Asian Cham~ 
pionships 


But no It did not turn out that 
way India drew a blank as Hong 
Kong s chubby 33 year old Gary 
Kwok won the title beating the 


reigning champion Sakchai Simn 
garm in the final by eight frames to 
five 

What went wrong with us? To 


tell the truth I had not tuned myse 
up for the big tournament the way 
normally do After joining the pro 
fessional ranks I have lost th< 










motivetion for the amateur game 
and will start serious training only 
when I go to London in August 

Agreed that I won the BCA 
Ganware Clubhouse tournament 
but It happened even though I was 
not playing well At the Asians also 
I could not get myself to any 
heights 

I thought Indians had a slight 
handicap because of the lighting 
There were tubelights and a couple 
of neon lights We have not been 
playing under white lights All over 
India we have yellow lighting 

So that took some time for 
adjustment but we never fully ad 
justed to the lighting But that is not 
an excuse for the defeat I have 
ex|}lained the real reasons for my 
not making even the semi-finals Of 
course my opponent Gary Kwok 
the eventual champion had great 
slices of luck in the crucial frames 



Sakchal Simngarm. failed to retain Ms title when he lost by five frames to 
eight in the final 


but still I am not complaining Ho takes at crucial stages and thus went out of their way to help us But 
deserved to win blew his title chances we had to fend for ourselves where 


Geet Sethi was pathetic to 
watch It was just that he had lost 
his self confidence He was not 
striking the cherry well and really 
out of sort 

But I thought after losing Geejt 
should have been around to cheer 
the others especially Sanjuy 
Sawant who during his crucial 
match against Sakchai had very 
little crowd support ft is important 
to have someone rooting for you 
While, playing you tend to look 
around and when you see familiar 
faces you feel reassured Mr P N 
Roy s presence was reassuring 


Of the othei players I liked the 
style of Lim Koon of Singapore who 
became the first to top the hundred 
mark m the Aoians Thai players 
were also impressive - Wattana 
7 hongchai and Sakrhai 1 hey have 
a copybook style and are a delight 
to wati h 

The ciowd response was good 
but I thought they were biased 
against Indians They always used 
to theei out opponents though that 
I lay have been bei ause they were 
the underdogs 

But the orqaniseis wero a superb 
lot They made pucra arrange 



food was concerned 

The Indian government through 
the national federation gives just 
10 US dollars as allowance per day 

If you had lunch at the hotel where 
we were staying those ten dollars 
would have gone at lunch time In 
these days of sponsorship some 
thing must be done about such 
things Sanjay Sawant was the 
third entry and he had to foot his 
own staying bill He first had to pay 
nearly Rs 600 for accommodation 
and later had to shift to an apart 
ment where it was slightly less 
expensive It is a wonder that 
Sawant played so well in spite of 
such financial constraints 

Yes that s the lot of us-snooker 
players at amateur level That is 
why I decided to turn pio and make 
the most of my talent I know it is 
going to be a tough grind but I am 
sure I can prove myself in that 
august company I vwill be prepared 
for the tough grind 

What next^ No more tourna 
ments for me I will lelax in this 
Coming month before the pro 
circuit starts Maybe you may see 
me in a different role at the World 
Billiards at New Delhi in July What 
did you ask? Well, as a Hindi broad 
caster In fact I did commentary for 
Singapore television on the Asian 
final alongside Peter Watson and 
Mike Ferreira 

1 was on when Kwok made that 
break of 72 and I am glad I foresaw 
the big break after a quick look at 
the balls spread round the table and 
said so to my fellow commentator 
very early during the break 

So you see there are many bows 
in my arsenal 









T he form book took a tumble in 
the Second Asian Snooker 
Championship played at the new 
premises of the Singapore Billiards 
and Snooker Association at the Na- 
tioanal Stadium, Kallang, 

Only one of the top four seeds 
Sakchai Simgarm, the title holder 
frorri Thailand, made it to the semi 
finals. Two Indians who were fa¬ 
vourites to win the title, world ama 
teur champion O.B Agrawal and 
national champion Geet Sethi lost 
in the quarter-final stage and the ti¬ 
tle was claimed by the unlikely but 
likeable and portly Gary Kwok, of 
Hong Kong 

Kwok IS hardly the type of 
players to set alight the snooker 
fans. In fact, he sent many away by 
his sticky play in the semi-final 
against Boteju, when he could have 
romped home easily 

But, Kwok proved what winning 
snooker is all about. He was second 
in his group struggling to beat his 
opponents because he did not have 
the shots to finish. But he did not 
give his opponents much legroom 
because he conceded the minimum 
negative points Against such a 
safe and stodgy opponent, a player 
had to perform at an extraordinary 
level in order to win O B Agrawal 
could not do this because of his 
lack of consistency nor could Sak¬ 
chai in the final against Kwok be¬ 
cause the fifth seeded manager of a 
Hong Kong club hardly gave him 
the chance 

This Asian championship was a 
different cup of tea compared to 
the First Asian in Bangkok There 
the players were in a little careless 
mood and the one who took the ut¬ 


a blank 


SW Correspondent 



Ah Khoon... registered the 
highest break of the cham¬ 
pionships 

most care about his game, Sakchai 
Simgarm, of Thailand, won the title 

This Asian Championship was 
l^eener in the sense that there was 
little to choose between the top 
eight players. On their day, each 
one of them could be the champ 

The way Ah Khoon, the Singa¬ 
pore champion, played when he 
made the highest Asian break of 




Geet Sethi... his eclipse was the sob story of the championships 


Wattana Pu-Ob-Orm... the 
15-year-old made a” trium¬ 
phant entry into tin- quarter¬ 
finals 

106, It was possible that he would 
take the title The same applied to 
Sanjay Sawant's purple patch 
when he beat in successive 
matches, Latif Amir Bux of Pakistan 
and the reigning champion Sakchai 
Simgarm and followed by with a 
five zero trouncing of Geet Sethi. 

Then there was WattanJi Pu-Ob- 
Orm of Thailand. Fifteen-year-old 
Wattana came into the tourn&ment 
only because the Thai player, fourth 
seeded Vichien Seanthong with 
drew after a head injury. Wattana 
topped his group with four wins 
and made a tdumphant entry into 
the quarter-finals. But against the 
steady Henry Boteju, of Sri Lanka, 
he could make no headway and lost 
2-5 

But in the end, experience and 
steady play gained the day. Win¬ 
ning snooker does not lay much 
store by frills..This was the harsh 
truth learnt by the brilliant players 
like Om Agrawal. Al Koon,. and 
Wattana. 

The final pitted the tournament's 
most consistent playera, Gary 
Kwok, of Horig Kon^ Snd Sakt^ 
Simgarth. Kwpk hao ‘bb«leiii-v.Om 
Agrawbt In the quarterf a 










So India drew a blank at the 
Asians when there were three in 
the fray The tournament has 
taught a lesson to the Indians to 
play the unglamorous type of game 
which IS marked by short runs and 
importantly to shut out the oppon 
ent s chances of an extended ten¬ 
ure at the table 



The unlikelv champ Gary Kwok... proved what winning snooker Is all about 


hib league win in the world amateur 
championship Dublin He had done 
well in the previous world cham¬ 
pionships also loosing only to the 
eventual champion, Terry Parsons, 
and in recent months he had beaten 
Jimmy White in the Camus - soon 
soied Pro Am tournament in Hong 
Kong 

The final was a long drawn affair 
w'lth hardly any enthusing fare It 
was tough and gritty and denial of 
1 hances to the opponent the main 
rheme Sakchai leading four three 
had the rrntrh sewed up when he 
i|ave just that half chance for Kwok 
to squeeze in Sensing victory 
Kwok took three frames in a row 
with a superb postitional play in 
eluding a break of to move into 


was the eclipse fo Geet Sethi A 
sound player like him had the po 
tentials of a champion But Sethi 
reserved his worst for the Asians 
He went through the sort of bad 
patch that is the nightmare of every 
sportsman The harder he tried the 
more he slumped into the dumps 
He became despondent later and 
nobody could blame him foi it His 
rhythm had left him and he did not 
see to be striking the ball well 


RESULTS. FINAL Gary Kwok 
(Hong Kong) beat Sakchai Sim 
garm (Thailand) 73-80, 37-63, 

65- 50 77-38, 71-26, 45-68, 

28-64, 61-58, 61-23, 105-7 
70-34,32-75 and 48-37 

SEMI-FINALS Sakchai Sim- 
garm beat Sanjay Sawant (India) 
44-57 66-32, 7-79 64-59 

57-43, 75-19, 63-74, 67-29 
75-47 and 71-30, Gary Kwok 
beat Hemry Boteju (Sn Lanka) 
56-46 65-18, 72-45 78-28 

54- 66,69-38 and 83-31 

QUARTER-FINALS Sakchai 
beat Lim Koon Guan (Singapore) 
64-14 -79-19 62-46, 78-7 

86-25 Kwok beat Om Agrawal 
100-1 103-10 54-59, 6-93 

;0-1 7, 63-42, 30-63 and 51-28 
Sanjay Sawant beat Geet Sethi 
75-33, 82-31 57-53 90 7 

55- 47 Boteju beat Wattana Pu 
Ob Orn (Thailand) 59-39, 40-77 

66- 18 49-2 7 50-77 61-52 and 
52-46 


THE SPORTING LIFE 



the driver s seat Then on the veigt 
of his maiden title Kwok became 
tense and all his assurances went 
away Sakchai claimed one frame 
l)ut failed to get the ball to run in his 
lavour and lost by five frames to 
eight in the best of 15 final 


I he final put an end to the brink 
manship of Sakchai who had lost 
to Sanjay Sawant and almost did 
so again when the two met in the 
semi finals What a pity Sawant 
made just a couple of mistake that 
turned the match against him, three 
four Sawant, with a balanced 
(jame of attack, and defence, had 
raised visions of claiming the title 
when he chose to go for a break th 
at would have given him the ninth 
frame and made him five four 


Sakchai capitalised on that 
missed shot and the advantage he 
got when Sanjay had an inoff and 
claimed the tenth frame as well 
f Sakchai did not do ’he running in 
this tournament but when he got 
the chance, he did well to squeeze 
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Palmer shows 
Connors the 
way to go home 


By Ian Barnes 


J IMMY CONNORS 
walked out of 
Queen's Club last 
week - defeated, de 
jected and casting 
doubts on a possible 
at Wimbledon. 

A devastating loss in the first 
round of the Stella Artois tennis 


championships sent Cannors run¬ 
ning home to Florida to ponder his 
future. 

He was beaten 7-5, ^6-3 in 70 
minutes by qualifier "Mike De 
Palmer, who is ranked only 87th in 
the world. 

World No. 3 Connors, twice 
Wimbledon champion and five 


return'to play 


Mike’s a tennis knock«out 


Y esterday he was unknown 
Today Tennessee tennis ace 
Mike de Palmer is the game's big hit 
name. And clearly his pretty young 
wife Valissa thinks he is a knock¬ 
out. 

It took 23-year-old Mike just one 
hour 10 minutes to pound the great 
Jimmy Connors to a 7-5, 6-3 defeat 
in the Stella Artois tournament - 
the Wimbledon warm-up - at the 
Queen's Club in London 

As Mike IS listed 87th in the 
world tennis rating and Jimbo is 


No. 3 onlookers could be forgiven 
their astonishment at the result 
although Mike said mildly: 

"I don't think-theres that much 
difference between the top players 
and those in the other ranks. But it 
is my biggest win." 

Now the big man from Tennes¬ 
see hopes to waltz to a few more 
stunning successes in the coming 
weeks As he hugged proud Valissa 
he said: "I've just been told I'm in 
the main draw at Wimbledon. What 
a marvellous day it's been for me. 
Terrific " 




Jimmy Connors... a devastating 
defeat sent him running home 


times winner oT the U.S. Open, then 
admitted: "If I go home it may be 
difficult to come back." He added 
that he would leave a couple of suit¬ 
cases in London - "I’ll have to come 
back for my clothes." 

But multi-millionaire Connors, 
now 32, and with an amazing 
career record of 105 tournament 
victories in the last 13 years, is 
obviously thinking it is time to step 
off the tennis roundabout. 

He has not won a Grand Prix 
event since last October. He has 
always said there is only one place 
to be - at the top. And he knows he 
IS unlikely again to beat either John 
McEnroe or Ivan Lendl, the two 
men ranked above him. '• 

Connors excused his defeat by 
De Palmer, a big serving left-hander 
from Tennessee, by saying: "I was 
still at the French Open in Paris. I 
had not had time to adjust from 
clay courts to grass." 

But the truth is that Connors, 
once the most feared man in tennis 
and a winner at Queen's Club as 
long ago as 1972. looked out of 
touch and out of enthusiasm. 

Connors said: "I feel I should go 
home for a while play a little golf, 
and lie o* a beach. T/ie alternative 
is practising. But that can get 
awfully boring. I have to do what is 
best for my sanity." 

Connors' defeat in a tournament 
he won two years ago and was 
favourite to take again thfevy the 
chase for the £25,000 title wkfe 
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CHOKING 




Every player has bouts with 
doubts 


Y annick Noah was doing just 
ftne He led Ivan Lendl 7-6. 6-2 
5-2 and had two match points in 
their quarter-final match at the 
French Open in 1983, when sud¬ 
denly as Noah tells it, he lost con¬ 
trol of his concentration, his serve 
and the set 

You re always nervous on a 
match point at a big event and it 
can be good because it makes 
you concentrate more Noah says 
now of the tournament he ul 
timately won 

But sometimes' you think, I m 
going to win I m going to win and 
you lose control because you 
start to think about winning but 
not about what you have to do to 
win the last point technically or 
tactically You can lose two or th¬ 
ree points because you re . not 
concentrating Then you start th¬ 
inking, I should have done this or 
that, and you get nervous But 
you fight it At the French Open, I 
said okay he won the set Now 
you have a battle so come back 
and play And I fought a battle 
with myself and I came back and 
won the last set 6-0 

Noahs predicament was tem¬ 
porary but as unpleasantly fami¬ 
liar as a night-marish rush of deja 
vu Just SIX weeks earlier at Monte 
Carlo Noah led Manuel Orantes 
6-2, 5-3 and had a match point be 
fore he let that quater-final slip 
away 

I didn t play tough, I played re¬ 
laxed and I lost the game," Noah 
recalls Then Orantes started to 
play better and I was still thinking 
about that match point I lost and I 
couldn t get it out of my mind You 

S it to get nervous and your 
ly gets tight 


Then the next week, I played 
Mats Wilander in the final at Lis¬ 
bon Again, I was up 6-2, 5-3, 
15-40 and lost the match the 
same exact way It was weird be¬ 
cause I went to see an astrologer 
before the tournament in Monte 
Carlo and he told me, "Yannick, 
I've never seen such a bad star in 
my life vou are going to have a 
terrible year’" 

Noah overcame that dismal pre¬ 
diction by winning the French, 
but he also conquered his own 
nervousness", or what many 
players call "choking' He prac¬ 
ticed yoga and deep breathing 
("though the nose, ” he advises) to 
relax his muscles More impor¬ 
tantly, he learned to accept stress 
as part of his profession and turn 
It to his advantage 

The better players ger nervous. 


may be more so," Noah explains. "I 
may be crazy, but it helps me play 
better. When I am tense, I play 
every point every ball, and concen¬ 
trate on what I'm doing. 'Choking' 
isn't bad, it happens to everyone - 
You iust have to learn to control it" 

Choking is not an innate re¬ 
sponse to pressure, but it is natur¬ 
al to feel tension before, dunng or 
even after an event where the out¬ 
come IS uncertain Some players, 
in fact rely on stress as an energy 
resource, "If I'm,not nervous be¬ 
fore a match, I won't play as well, 
so I get nervous if I'm not ner¬ 
vous,' says Stan Smith, explain¬ 
ing adrenalin can be turned to 
power 'You should feel keyed up 
or you won t be able to fight out 
there' 

All players experience nerves 
at different times and occasions 
Only their reactions vary Johan 



“/ once lost 10 match points,” says Vitas Gerulaltls. ‘7 don't even 
remend>er, it was so bad” 





Knek rushes and says he plays 
Russian roulene" by taking 
chances Bjorn Borg becomes ten¬ 
tative and pushes the ball back llie 
Nastase jabbers and frets, John 
McEnroe grabs his throat and tells 
the world he's choking 




iir Pam $hrfver...“We’re only hu¬ 
man and we’re out there playing 
In front of thousands qf people. 


"We're only human and we’re 
out there playing in front of thou¬ 
sands of people." says Pam Sh- 
river "It’s tension Anyone who 
says they've never choked is lying 
because everyone has matches 
when they get uptight and lose 
because they're nervous " 

"Some players try to hide it and 
that's when they get in the most 
trouble," adds Arthur Ashe, whose 
own reaction to stress resembled 
what psychologists call the "fight 
or flight' syndrome "In my case, 
when I got nervous and started to 
choke, my feet wouldn't move and I 
had trouble taking big breaths 

I've had doctors tell me that’s a 
typical physiological reaction to 
fear, it happens to eveiybody - 
not just in sports, but in life" 

To illustrate the universality of 
nerves, Ashe rapidly cites 11 in¬ 
stances of choking' he's wit¬ 
nessed over the past two decades 
as a player and observer An in¬ 
teresting choke was Tanners last 
backhand in the final at Wimble 
don in 79 Ashe begins 

Borg was also choking, and 
admitted after the match he was 
nervous as hell Borg was known 
for a very fluid forehand, and in 


that last game, his forehand looked 
very wooden. They played the 
match point from the baseline, and 
when Roscoe hit his last back¬ 
hand, he hit It out about five 
yards Never forget it" 

Neither will Borg, who calls that 
match his greatest choke, despite 
the triumph "I was scared to hit 
the ball," Borg says now There’s 
really nothing you can do when 
you start to get that feeling so you 
just push the ball back, hoping the 
other guy is going to miss it ’’ 

All superior athletes have had 
bouts with doubts, ranging from 
"deep chokes’, when their body 
feels like it is encased in cement, 
to temporary chokes, when they 
lose their concentration, double¬ 
fault, and essentially blow a big 
lead that they may or may not re¬ 
gain 

Given that all pros possess si¬ 
milar ammunition - solid strokes, 
stamina and strategy - what dis¬ 
tinguishes them IS mental tough¬ 
ness, the ability to execute on 
pressure points and to close out a 
match with assurance This psy¬ 
chological strength they say 
makes it interesting 

'If that element wasn t involved. 



Martina Navratllova...all players experience nerves at different 
times and occasions-only their reactions vary 



CHOKING 




there wouldn't be a competition be¬ 
cause everyone can hit the ball," 
says Susan Mascarin, who lately 
has been buoying up her mental 
and physical strength by practising 
six hours a day. "The top players 
are confident they'll win the big 
point. Other players, myself includ¬ 
ed, aren't real sure If you have a 
little doubt you get uptight. But it 
makes it that much better if you 
win or that much harder to lose." 


"Nobody is superman," says Aus¬ 
tralian tour veteran Warren Jac- 



Choking is not an 
innate response to 
pressure, but it is 
natural to feel tension 
before, during or even 
after an event where 
the outcome is 
uncertain. Some 
players, in fact, rely on 
stress as an energy 
resource 



ques, who has coached three 
of the world's top 20 players 
"Everyone has their tentative mo¬ 
ments But that makes it exciting 
too MaEnroe and Connors are 
unbelievably mentally tough. Th¬ 
ey have to lose a point - it’s like 
being cheated or robbed." 

Lennart Bergelin, Borg's travell¬ 
ing coach throughout his illus¬ 
trious career, agrees: "I think the 
real champions like Bjorn or Con¬ 
nors or McEnroe, they hate to lose 
more than the others. Bjorn even 
hates losing at cards." 

Champions rarely let up, but 
when they do, they revive quickly 
and come back relentlessly. Jimmy 
Connors was beating Sammy 
Giammalva at a recent pro tourna¬ 
ment with the greatest of ease, but 
let up at 5-0 in the second set-just 
long enough for Giammalva to take 
three games before Connors closed 
It out 

"I felt a little bit asleep out th¬ 
ere,” Connors said. "Things like 
that happen. Then he wins a few 
games and starts getting a little 
confidence But I shut him down. 
Even if he'd won the next game for 
5-4, that’s still a long way to go 
foi him. I’m in a 100 yard dash, 
and he’s in a marathon.' 

This self-assurance bordering on 
the arrogant separates grpat, 
players from the merely good. 



"Everyone chokes," says six-time 
Wimbledon champion Billie Jean 
King. "Champions just choke a lit¬ 
tle less." 

When Warren Jacques signed 
on to coach Kevin Curren, Steve 
Denton and, briefly. Bill Scanlon, 
he worked far less on strengthen¬ 
ing their strokes than on develop¬ 
ing their athletic egos. 

"They had to believe they were 
Top Ten Meterial, ” says Jacques, 
whose psychological pushing paid 
off. 

"It used to be that Jimmy Con¬ 
nors and all the top guys were on 
a pedestal," says Curren, who 
beat Connors in 1983 en route to 
his semifinal berth at Wimbledon. 
"Now I give myself a good shot to 
beat them. Mental attitudes is 70 
per cent of the game at this level 
because everyone is talented, trains 
hard, and wants to win. So it comes 
down to pressure points ' 

A travelling coach can bolster 
faltering egos; more and more 
players are investing a percen¬ 
tage of their earnings in confi¬ 
dence builders. But playing a lot 
of matches teaches toughness, 
too, provided a player isn't losing 
in the first round week after week. 

"The most nervous I ever was, 
the most ready to choke but I 
didn't was against Noah year be¬ 
fore last at the U S. Open in the 
quarters," says 19-year-old Jimmy 
Arias, "It was 6-5 in the fifth and he 
was serving at 15-40. I tried to 
swallow but It wouldn’t go down. I 
was literally shaking. But last year, 
by the U.S. Open, I had played a 
hundred million matches in a row, 
so I was used to the pressure. I felt 
nervous, but I wasn't choking. The 
more matches you play and/or win, 
the less chance you'll choke." 

Arias who maintains a healthy 
perspective about his occupation 
accepts the fact that he will have 
bad days or weeks and that a few 
losses won't end his carrier. 'The 
best attitude for me when I play 
IS, 'Sure I care, but if I lose. I'll play 
again next week'^" he says. 

Generally, players choke when 
they are thinking about the past, 
the future, or the occasion itself, 
rather than on the task at hand. 



"Your brain is a computer and you 
must feed it the correct thinking," 
says Billie Jean King. "If you’re 
ready to serve, visualize yourself 
going through the serve and see¬ 
ing the ball land where you want 
it. If you have one point left, hit th¬ 
at first shot correctly and give 
yourself a chance to win. But it 
you visualize yourself shaking 
hands, you've jumped to the fur 


Yannick Noah... “The better ,, 
’‘may be crazy but it helps 
isn’t bad, it happens to e 
controlit” 
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a ge< nervous, maybe more so. I 
oetter when Fm tense. Choking 
'le-you Just hove to learn to 


ji 


ture and given your brain the 
wrong thinking ” 

Players are easily distracted by a 
broad range of natural and unnatur¬ 
al conditions wind, ram, a vocifer¬ 
ous crowd, bad line calls, the antics 
of their opponent But for less high¬ 
ly ranked players, the conse¬ 
quences of the outcome causes 
special pressure "You can play 
great until the match point comes 
up then your mind wanders," says 
Mel Purcell, ranked No 25 "Be¬ 
cause you think about the money 
and computer points, instead of 
how you're going to come in to put 
the ball away 

Adds newcomer Aaron Kricks- 
tein "When I'm up 5-3 and have set 
points, I get uptight Then I think, 
'I'm losing it mentally I m letting 
the match slip away' You try to 
block It out but the guy s coming on 
and you get nervous' 

Most players say it is easier to 
play down When you have nothing 
to lose you, come out failing' as 
Johan Kriek says vividly The un¬ 
derdog's advantage can never be 
underestimated, as Kriek himself 
discovered in his quarterfinal 
match three years ago against Ndu- 
ka Odizor on the grass at Newport 

I was up a set and 5 2, serving 
for the match at 40-15,' Kriek be¬ 
gins, ' I was so relaxed I thought 
there's no way he can catch me 
now The odds of someone hitting 
winners on match point are small 
but he did it and the rhythm com¬ 
pletely changed around He just 
started to hit these ridiculous shoto 
and people were clapping and I felt 
this unbelievable tension Sudden¬ 
ly, everything fell on top of me and I 
lost 7-6 in the third set tiebreaker 
It's a horrible feeling when you have 
four match points and lose ' 

You want to talk about chok 
ingt" says Pam Shiver "I had Sue 
Barker a set and 5 2 at Wimbledon 
the first year I played This was as a 
15 year old when Sue Barker was 
the darling of Great Britain When 
Sue started rolling with that fore 
hand, the crowd got behind her and 
I ended up losing 8-6 in the third 
My God, that was one of the worst 
feelings I've ever had I just wanted 
to crawl under the court and die 

Shiver, now 22 says she has 
learned from these matches that 
you don't base your personal worth 
on the results of a competition 
"You choke less as you get older 
because you realize it's just a tennis 
match. Obviously it's important to 
you, but in the total aspect of life, its 
absolutely a gram of sand Also, 
once you've won a couple of close 
three-setters, you find yourself at 


4-all in the third and instead of th¬ 
inking, I know I'm going to lose', 
you know you're going to win it" 

Vitas Gerulaitis, who once had 
10 match points against Rod Laver 
and lost ("I don't even remember it 
was so bad,' he says), finds a direct 
correlation between his confidence 
in closing out a match and the 
amount he practices. The harder 
you work, the more you feel you de¬ 
serve to win 

Still, mental preparation seems 
to be greatest denominator Billie 


You choke less as you 
get older because you 
realize it’s just a 
tennis match. 
Obviously it*s 
important to you but 
in the total aspect of 
life it’s absolutely a 
grain of sand 


Jean King, at her peak, imagined 
matches ahead of time of time and 
pictured herself reacting to stress 
successfully 

When I practiced. I'd fantasize 
that I was playing at Wimbledon 
under a pressure situation, 'King 
says describing her mental rehear¬ 
sals I d visualize the surroundings 
-- the wind the sun, the grass, the 
crowds I d think how I'd cope with 
a lob or bad line calls and picture 
myself winning in spite of them I'd 
visualize pressure points and have 
fun with my opponents m practice 
We'd say, 'Okay, match point, ever¬ 
ything IS a match point' That made 
practice more fun for me and it 
helped prepare me for the real si¬ 
tuation I'd already lived it in my 
mind a hundred times before I ar¬ 
rived ■ 

All players agree that the sooner 
you acknowledge your fears the 
quicker you II overcome them "The 
minute you feel yourself tightening 
up and praying that the other per¬ 
son will double fault, recognise it 
for what it is," says Billie Jean King 
"Make sure you are breathing in 
and out and say to yourself. Okay, 
I'm really choking nicely here' By 
admitting the problem, you help to 
get rid of it Then try to make a total 
commitment to every shot Never 
hesitate It may be the wrong shot, 
but It's better to believe in it and 
keep the ball in until you get rid of 
that feeling" 

COUHTfSV WORLD TENNIS 




Y our muscles are braced, sto¬ 
mach IS churning and adrenalin 
pumping. You are mobilized for 
life-or-death struggle. But the con¬ 



frontation IS hardly life or death, it is 
simply a third-set tie-breaker you 
don't want to lose. Clutching (or 
that dreaded word choking) is out 
of the question. What is needed 
now IS calmness and looseness. 

Choking is nothing more than 
letting your body do the right th¬ 
ing at the wrong time. Your biolo¬ 
gical alarm, which serves to perpe¬ 
tuate life, has gone off. You per¬ 
ceive the situation as life-threaten¬ 
ing, but, in reality, the only stakes in 
the match are pride, prestige and 
sometimes money 

As to the question of who 
chokes, the answer is everyone - 
from the best to the worst. At the 
highest levels of the game, chok¬ 


ing can be seen as John McEnroe 
grabs his throat agd drops to his 
knee after dumping an easy break 
point into the net, as Borg loses to 
another inferior player at the U.S. 
Open, as Lendl lets another Grand 
Slam event slip away from his cer¬ 
tain grasp, ar.d as Gerulaitis, in a 
losing effort, becomes pale in the 
presence of a 15-year-old new¬ 
comer and struggles unsuccessful¬ 
ly to get the crazy ball in the service 
box. 

It's actually a very costly mis¬ 
take to believe good competitors 
never choke. If that's the rule of 
thumb you're using to define your 
own success aS' a competitor, 
you're likely to always be dissa- 



John McEnroe Jr.: Great champions do choke but they do it rarefy 
and, when it happens, it’s not likefy to seriousfy undermine their 
confidence or concentration 
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tisfied. Great competitors do choke, 
but they do it rarely and, when it 
happens, it's not likely to seriously 
undermine their confidence or 
concentration. 

Choking takes a variety of intri¬ 
guing and perplexing forms. A 
full-scale alarm can produce con¬ 
siderable confusion, steeled mus¬ 
cles. poor balance, negative th¬ 
inking and body shakes. In an¬ 
other context, rubbery knees, short, 
tentative strokes and shallow irre¬ 
gular breathing may be the pattern. 
"Subtle" choking often takes the 
form of trying too hard on big 
points or rushing and forcing the 
point. 

It's interesting to note how 
players react to "mistakes" ver¬ 
sus choking. To miss a forehand 
is one thing, but to choke a fore¬ 
hand, well, that's another matter. 
For whatever reason, choking a 
shot seems to be much more per¬ 
sonal, and if you ever get labelled 
a "choker," things can get very 
rough. 

A good example is Dennis Van 
der Meer, who at one time was a 
promising South African junior. In 
a critical Davis Cup match. Van 
der Meer squandered several 
match points and, after losing, 
became labelled as a choker by 
his peers. Unaware of how to deal 
with such a dilemma, Dennis be¬ 
gan to repeatedly fold in tight 
situations until he had to end his 
career as a player at age 20. 


Unfortunately there was no ef- 



Choking takes a variety of intri¬ 
guing and perplexing forms... 
Here an emotional Chris Lloyd 
brushes aside a tear as she 
faces defeat dgainst Kathy Jor- 
, don at Wimbledon in 1983 
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fective reme^ for Dennis' prob¬ 
lem at that time, but he was able 
to launch a career in teaching and 
coachingl For all too many players, 
however, problems with choking 
spell the end. 

Today things are different. Th¬ 
ere are many strategies for con¬ 
trolling choking that have proved 
very useful to players. Here are 
my top ten; 

* Don't set out nor to choke. 

The more obsessed you are 
about not choking the worse th¬ 
ings usually get. Develop the atti¬ 
tude that if you choke, you choke 
and that you simply move on. Al¬ 
ways set goals to do something 
positive in your match like staying 
enthusiastic, giving 100 per cent 
on every point and being aggres¬ 
sive. Never strive not to achieve 
anything. 

* Play every point as though it 
were the most important one of 
the match. 

If every point is of the same im¬ 
portance, there should be no such 
thing as "big points" Every point 
should get maximum effort, and 
every point is a pressure point. 
Soon you will start handling the 
pressure point. There's no better 
model than Connors for this stra¬ 
tegy 

* The tougher the situation, the 
more you should love it. 

Pressure is what triggers chok¬ 
ing. Getting inspired when your 
back IS against the wall is what 
transforms that pressure into pro¬ 
ductive energy. Few people could 
do this better than Billie Jean 
King. If you've loving it, choking is 
out of the question 

* When in doubt, go for it! 

Rod Laver was a master. When 
things got tight, you could count 
on him to go for it. When things 
get shaky, it's better to be aggres¬ 
sive than safe. If you hit with top- 
spin, ail the better 

* Improve your strokes that fold 
under pressure. 

If your serve is the first thing to 
go, modify your technique and in¬ 
crease your margin for error. If 
the same stroke always goes south. 
It's more likely that the stroke 
needs fixing, not your head. 

* Focus on each point, one at a 
time. 

Borg, the iron man of tennis, 
considered this the absolute key 
to his success. He worked hard to 
play each point as though it were 
his first and last. There was no 



Jimmy Arias...pressure is what 
triggers choking. Getting ins¬ 
pired when your back is against 
the wall is what transforms that 
pressure into productive energy 

past or future, there was only the 
present. 

* Set a simple game plan with 
clear option and stick to it. 

When Arthur Ashe stepped on¬ 
to a court, he nearly always had a 
game plan and felt mentally pre¬ 
pared There is no substitute for 
doing your homework before you 
play It's amazing how that helps 
to take the pressure off. 

* Get a good workout in. just 
before your match. 

A good sweat will help to break 
down muscle tension. Consider a 
short run to get that calm and 
loose feeling. If you're still feeling 
tight, nail the first few balls to 
break the tension. 

* Take plenty of time doing ever¬ 
ything, particularly your rituals. 

Invariably, players start speed¬ 
ing up as the pressure mounts. 
Make every effort to resist the 
urge to rush. Imagine yourself in 
slow motion between points. 

' Above all make up your mind to 
have funi 

This simple attitude can make 
all the difference. Try it 



Kids Clutch Too! 


Take a cue from Ariast Krlcksteln« Bassett 
and Casale. Overcome your fear of failure 


By Nick Bollettieri 


E very youngster has his or her 
own method of dealing with the 
fear of chocking Jimmy Anas 
focuses on nothing else but the 
match Whether he is playing or sit 
ting at a changeover Anas concen 
trates entirely on what it will take to 
beat his opponent This method 
relaxes him, because he wants no 
intrusions during play 

Pam Casale is just the opposite 
When she is nervous or uptight 
Pam thinks of her favourite song it 
IS her way of relieving the pressure 

Carling Bassett takes an alto 
gether different approach She feels 
she plays her best tennis when her 
mind IS totally blank Carling prefers 
not thinking about what she s 
doing As Bassett over-thinks her 
strokes, she increases the pressure 
on herself Aaron Krickstein fights 
nerves by carrying on a running 
conversation with himself 

Anas Krickstein Bassett and 
Casale are young professionals 
who have discovered different 
ways to cope with the fear of chok¬ 
ing For juniors with less exper 
lence Ive got some tips to help 
them overcome the battle of the 
nerves 

• Think positively at all times - 
prior during and after a match 
Don t dwell on your mistakes and 
don t fear your weaknesses Accept 
the fact that mistakes are inevita 
ble Understand that and try to cor 
rect some of your flaws Then you 
can turn negative into positive The 
same theory holds true for the way 
you view your opponent Don t fear 
his strengths exploit his or her 
weaknesses 

* Dont mistake excitement or 
butterflies for fear Everyone gets 
nervous Meet your challenge and 
use your adrenalen in a positive 
way Relax and breathe deeply This 
IS extremely important in times of 
stress Short, irregular breathing 
increases tension Relax slow 
down clear your mind calm your 
body and concentrate on the job at 
hand 

• Imagine the worst that can 
happen to you, which is that you II 
losb If you think about it, it's not 
that bad Anas often imagines a 


defeat before he walks on court 
and. as a result, plays much looser 

* Keep your feet moving and hit 
out When it gets tight, the first 
thing that seems to happen is your 
feet stop moving You begin short¬ 
ening your strokes and pushing the 
ball Force yourself to keep moving 
whan you are pushing the ball 
Force yourself to keep moving 
when you are nervous and exagger¬ 
ate your follow-throughs Even if 
you make errors, at least you will do 
so playing your own game, going 
for your shots Put more spin on 


your serve, more topspin on your 
forehand and finish your strokes 
This should help you past the pres¬ 
sure points * 

* Work extra hard in practice 
Get your strokes down cold so that 
when you are in a match, you ve got 
less to worry about 

With confidence, hard work and 
a positive attitude, you can over¬ 
come choking But when choking 
does gat the best of you once m a 
while, remember that misery loves 
company you re not the only per¬ 
son out there who is nervous 



Arias allows no intrusions, but welcomes a helping hand from Ntd( 



Mow the teonis u/aos nuicle their mark in yay Paris... 


Famous last words 
of the court jesters 

Peter Blackman listens in on the playful wise-cracks 


D O walls have ears? They d pro 
bably laugh themselves silly at 
the odd things the millionaires and 
the also rans say at tennis tourna 
ments 

It was a good week for the collec 
tor of one or ten liners at the French 
championships at the Roland Gar 
ros-and much of the dialogue has 
emerged in a stuffy room in the 
basement of the centre court 

In soccer they still mention that 
sick parrot in tennis the familiar 
phrase particularly from JIMMY 
CONNORS IS I m in shape and hit 
ting the balls firm and solid 

So here s a sample of what was 
said and by whom starting with this 
question to Connors-What were 
you wearing on your arm? 

I was wearing a sock I don t like 
my arm to get cold as it would get 
stiff so when the weather changes 
I wear a sock If I could get one on 
mv neck then I would wear one 



CarllM Ba0tett...love» Parts 
thouin the language is Jorelgn to 
her 



Yanniik Noah said h( would lake Martina Navratilova with her doq 
the match and did KD-short for Killer Dog 


there too 

MILOSLAV MECIR-What kind of 
player bothers you most? One that 
beats me 

YANNICK NOAH-ln your match 
with Libor Piinek you spoke with 
him several times Why I told him 
. he wasn t being a sportsman 
When I gave him points he took 
them and then when they were for 
me ho acted as a referee I said 
You can t take all of them-if you 
do I shall take the match And I 
did 

HANA MANOLIKOVA (who fell 
and covered herself in red clay 
dust)-Who does your laundry? I 
will not have the patience to wash 
these clothes after today as it will 
take about Cow hours so I shall just 
throw them out 

MECIR again-Has your daily life 
changed? Yes people are disturb 
ing me more 

ROBERT SAAD-Did you get a di 
ploma in economics? No I have 
another 30 credit hours at high 
school but at 23 I feel that I am 
going to play professional tennis 
instead Its easier 

BORIS BECKER-Whe are your 
weaknesses? When the ball goes 
over you? It is hard for me when 
the ball goes over my head as I am 
pot used to It 

JOHN McENROE-you are playing 
tomorrow? So I hear I don t under 
stand It, if you ask them (officials) 
something they don t do anything 


about It 

CARLING BASSETT-Do you like 
the French r hampionships? .1 love 
Pans and I would like to do well 
here but the language is foreign to 
me which is not the case For 
Wirrfbledon and Flushing 
Meadow Did you get flu here? I 
think so 

ANDRES GOMEZ How do you 
feel about your draw? I haven t 
» seen it and I don t want to know 

McENROE again-How long were 
you disappointed at losing here last 
yeai? About a week People al 
ways ask me about it though They 
want to know‘about the negative 
things 

CONNORS again-What did 
Blame Willenborg ask you when 
you missed the forehand in the first 
match point? He asked me if I was 
choking I said anything was possi 
ble The day I do that is the day I am 
gone 

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA- 
When you are in France did you 
visit the galleries or museums? So 
far I have been to Versailles and we 
got there late so we just walked 
around with my fox terrier named 
KD who IS getting into shape 

We walked for mi es and she 
wasn tup to It I went sightseeing in 
Old Pans in the car and visited the 
market I love it hore-it is a beautiful 
city 

Say no more 


35 
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Major upsets predicted 


Who will win Wimbledon? 


By Paul Fein 



Stefan Edbcrg primed to knock off 
the big names at big tournaments 


W ILL John McEnroe a consum 
mate grass court performer at 
the peak of his stoned career over 
power and outfmesse the field for 
his fourth Wimbledon crown in fivp 
years? Or will Lendl Connors or one 
of the new wave of talented serve 
and volleyers defy the odds and 
dethrone the controversial king? 

Will Martina Navratilova take an 
other major stride toward tennis 
immortality by crushing all comers 
en route to her sixth title? Or are 
losses to Helena Sukova in the 
1984 Australian Open semis to 
Hana Mandlikova and to Chris 
Evert Lloyd in the recent French 
Open indications that her reign is 
seriously threatened? 

And which teams will contend 
and prevail in the three doubles 
events so often overshadowed by 
singles drama, yet high calibre en 
tertainment in their own right? 

Since you re all so cocksure that 
Johnny Mac the guy you love-hate 
(pick one) is a cinch to repeat as 
champ III tell you straightaway 
why you re wrong 

A) John Boy is madly in love with 
actress Tatum 0 Neal whose many 
charms have apparently distracted 
him 

Hes lost some of that edge 


over his competition as evidenced My pick is Edberg The pleasant 
by straight set defeats to Henrik ruggedly built 6 2^ 165-pound 

Sundstrom (Davis Cup Final) Joa son of a Swedish police inspector 

kim Nystrom (WCT Finals) and Ivan has already - he s only. 19 - deci 

Lendl (Tournament of Champions) sively beaten Lendl, Connors Wi 

plus a tight 6 7 7 6 6 3 loss again lander Jarryd Noah Curren 

to Lendl (World Team Cup), and to Nystrom Sundstrom and Kriek 

Mats Wilander (French Open) with an awesome cannonball serve 

C) For the first time in 15 years relentlessly attacking style so 

when tennis boasted Laver New effpc tive on grass 
combe Roche Smith and Ashe a He has tremendous potential 

contingent of bonafide grass court says his coach Tony Pickard Bri 
standouts pose a real challenge to a tain s former Oavis Cup captain Of 

grass champion of Me Enroe s sta all the youngsters looking for their 

ture big chance Edberg looks very likely 

This Gang of Six consists of Jhe one predicts five time 

Stefan Edberg Pat Cash Scott Da Wimbledon champion Bjorn Borg 
VIS Tim Mayotte Kevin Curren and Even Mac concedes this whiz kid 
the baby (17) Boris Becker is destined for a major breakth 





John McEnroe...the controversial King of Wimbtedon-tvlll he or won’t he j 
reign supreme? , 

... * ^ ^ ..MM 
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WIMBLEDON PREVIEW 


in virtually every department Nav¬ 
ratilova plays punishing serve-and- 
volley tennis and possesses excep¬ 
tional reflexes, speed, agility, rac¬ 
quet touch and endurance Her 
vastly improved backhand, which 
let her down a bit against Sukova. 
remains her only occasional, slight 
weakness Even her once volatile 
temperament has been harnessed, 
and she recently confided, 'This is 
the happiest time of my life " 

It won't be a happy time at the 
108th edition of "The Champion¬ 
ships" - Wimbledon s official name 
- for Martina's rivals, only two of 
whom have even a fair prospect of 
deposing her 

Graceful and ultra talented but 
enigmatic Hana Mandlikova talks a 
great game of tennis She pro¬ 
claims, partly out of frustration, "I 
can beat anyone" and ' I should be 
the next No 1 player", but nerves 
and moodiness often do her in, par¬ 
ticularly in high-pressure Grand 
Slam events '^he latest example 
was her abysmal collapse against 
Chris Evert-Lloyd in last summer's 
Wimbledon semis Still only 23, 
Hana's sole major titles came way 
back in 1980 at the Australian 
Open and in 1981 at the French 

It's not too late for the guileless, 
attractive Czech, who owns five 
victories over Navratilova, to get it 
all together Hana recently opened 
a Chinese fortune cookie that con¬ 
tained the messagi, "Keeping your 
irritation under control will be 
smart" She kept the note But will 
she heed the advice^ 

Yet another attacking Czech, He¬ 
lena Sukova, packs the heavy serve 
and volley artillery to upset Martina 



Manuela Maleeva...only IS and 
already No. 4 in the world 


as she did in her Australian shocker 
back in December The 1-6, 6-3, 
7-5 decision that-stopped Navrati 
lova's historic winning streak at 74 
as well as her bid for a bonafide 
Grand Slam was no fluke Helena 
displayed courage and tenacity 
when the going got tough Whether 
the 20-year-old daughter of the late 
1962 Wimbledon finalist Vera can 
reproduce that dazzling form is 
doubtful 

Sorry, Chrissie fans, but despite 
her victory over Martina on the day 
courts of Pans I just can t see her 
many sterling qualities - backcourt 
bnlliance, strategical acumen and 
superb match-play assets of 
concentration,' poise and resolve - 
offsetting her lack of serve, volley 
and overhead firepower so indis¬ 
pensable for grass success 


Look for teenage starlets Gabne- 
la Sabatini (15) and Steffi Graf (16), 
despite their inexjserience on grass, 
to reach the quarters and possibly 
the semis Manuela Maleeva, al¬ 
ready No. 4 in the world at age 18 
thanks to her picture book, aggres¬ 
sive groundstrokes, and speedy, all- 
courter Zina Garrison, No 7 and ir 
top form of late, should also go far 

It's never any picnic to pick the 
doubles I'll put my money on the 
steadily improving duo of Edberg 
(againl) and Jarfyd, whose blister¬ 
ing return of serve is second only to 
Connors' They've beaten four-time 
Wimby winners McEnroe and thef 
sometimes shaky Peter Fleming the 
last two matches - in the Davis Cup 
Final and at the 1984 U S Opens - 
and are .definitely ready for their 
first Grand Slam title 

I go out on another limb when I 
pick the "Twin Towers" for wo¬ 
men's doubles honours Sukova, 6' 
1 and West Germany's Claudia 
Khode-Kilsch, 6' 0’^^ measure up 
in every way (except jTerhaps agi¬ 
lity) to the tall task of toppling four- 
time queens Navratilova and Pam 
Shriver They nearly pulled it off 
(6-7, 7-5, 7-6) at the 1985 Virginia 
Slims Championships and should 
end the American's astounding 27- 
month-long, 95-match victory 
string partly because the favourites 
recently weakened themselves by 
foolishly switching sides of the 
court 

As for mixed doubles, normally 
filled chiefly with untested combin¬ 
ations, I must stick with the always 
formidable Wendy Turnbali and 
John Lloyd for their third consecu¬ 
tive Big W crown 





Men's singles 


THCFAVOUniTES 

THE ODDS 

THE DOPE 


St«fan Edba-glSWO) 

2 1 

Aweeome aeive enough talent to whip anyone 


John Mc€nfM(USA) 

94 

Ultimate grata court etar with power and fmatae 


Ivan L«ndl(CZK) 

4 1 

Sarve and forahand bullata won t bo anough on graaa 


Pat Cosh (AUS) 

6 1 

1984 aamif inalisL bold aggraaaor backhand vulnarabia 


Scott Davit (USA) 

8 1 

No quaation about hia athlaticitm, only hia tanaoity 


T im Mayotte |USA) 

8 1 

AlwayaehineaatBigW antering prime yeara Big Gama 


Jimmy Connors (USA) 

^ 10 1 

Jtmbo fadirtg but never count this flgHter out 


Kevin Curren |SAF| 

12 1 

Exploaiva f irat aarva makaa him dangaroua 


MattWilanderlSWO) 

IS 1 

Won Auatralian twica, but grata game ttill auapaet 


Soria Becker (GEB) 

20 1 

Only 17 Improving rapidly, can knock off aeadt 



Women's singles 1 


Martina Navratilova (USA) 

43 

Haavy favourite iremendoueethletewfthneer-perteeigeme 


Hana Mandlikova (CZKI 

3 1 

Very unprediirteble, cen go te fsr et her head ikowe 


Halana Sukova (CZK) 

B 1 

Lote of power and ahotmaklng make fier a oontander 


Chrit Evert Lloyd (USA) 

8 1 

Graet champion, but lacke (oraeourt tira-powaA 


Manuela Maleeva (BUU 

10-1 

Superb groundetrekatechnioua lunitadalaawhara 


Zina Garneon (USA) 

12 1 

Nice all court game, naeda big weapon to thraaian 


PamSArwerlUSA) 

12-1 

Underachiever eo far et Wimby deapite eetve-voBey attack 


Kathy Jordan (US^ 

18 1 

Excellent ethleta fruetratad by defective etiokee 


i 

1 

i 

% 

1 

a 

20-1 

Tarnfld derkhone only 16, dHlghtfkil to watch 


Steffi Graf (GER) 

25-1 

Another teen Aha, topnotch strokaa and moblHty menUHy itrofig 




OTHER PdEOICnONS ' 



Mantdoublet- 

Edbefs wid Andara Janyd 



Womeh'sdoubte8<*8ulicAratndCI«MdiaKelHle-KHaeh ■ 

• 


Mlaad doublet- 

■WendyTumbunanddohoUoyd 




She’s the one to watch 



O SWAL00 and Beatnz Sabatini 
of Buenos Aires, chose well 
when they named their second 
child - a girl - Gabriela Somehow, 
It fits perfectly with the joy and skill 
she has brought to the international 
tennis circuit, since her sensation 
al debut in 1984 

By -the end of her third month, 
she had already competed around 
the world and she was only 14 
years old Happily, she has shown 
herself to be the perfect antidote 
for the dozens of striplings - mostly 
from the USA - who enter the cir 
cult each year, showing little or no 
pleasure in playing our lovely game 
In a short spell of years, most disap¬ 
pear either because injury has end 
ed the action, o/. through realisation 
that there are other things in life 
than hitting thousands of balls 
across a tennis net year after years 

In 1984, Gabriela became the 
youngest ever girl to reach the third 
round of the USA Open Champion¬ 
ships Before she became 15, she 
tiad reached 18th place in the Wo¬ 
men's Tennis Association com¬ 
puter rankings This followed her 
successes in winning the Italian 
and French Open juniors cham¬ 
pionships, so achieving the number 
one position of the International 
Tennis Federation's world junior 
rankings for 1984 

Her ever-increasing number of 
"scalps" include Carling Bassett 
nunber (11 in the world) Zina Garri¬ 
son (9th), Pam Shriver (8th) and 
Manuel Maleeva (4th) That, ho¬ 
wever, IS not the reason why she 
has become one of the miniscule 
few players who brings her peers 
out of the changing rooms and into 
the stand when she is playing John 
McEnroe is also one of the few but 
most of us feel it is not his tennis 
that brings his fellow competitors 
to the courtside' 

Gabriela does it with impish 
skills, which include trick shots 
which she practises with impish 
joy. Her peak in that field so far, 
came on a break-point against Ch¬ 
ris Evert Lloyd. Chasing back a ball, 
she sfammed back a brilliant shot 
b^«ween' her legs and with her back 


to the net. Stunned at such imagin¬ 
ation, Chris said later "I've never 
seen a shot like that in my all life." 

The shot is called "the Wheelie" 
and she went crazy for it frter see¬ 
ing her fellow countryman Guil¬ 
lermo Vilas pull It off. Her sense of 
humour is magnified by her innate 
charm, Latin beauty and her long- 


B RITAIN lost one of its relatively 
recent tennis champions, with 
the death of Mike Sangster at the 
young age of44 

Though he failed to win any of 
the "Grand Slam" singles, he 
reached the semi-finals of the 
French, Wimbledon and USA 
championships His general results 
enabled him to reach tenth place in 
the world rankings 

His impressive Oavis Cup record 
for Britain, in terms of winning, is 
only bettered by Fred Perry No one 
has equalled his 65 appearances in 
26 ties, spread over eight seasons 
Even so, that is not the feature 
which still lives so clearly 

That goes to his service-erron- 
eously measured and published by 
the London "Daily Express" new¬ 
spaper at 154 miles per hour New¬ 
tonian physics show that is, be¬ 
cause of the law qf gravity, impos¬ 
sible Nevertheless, it was a formi¬ 
dable, match-winning weapon 

The most dramatic demonstra¬ 
tion took place during the US Open 
in the days of Forest Hills Sangster 
was thumping in cannonball after 
cannonball against Rod Laver-ad- 
mittedly before Rod reached a level 
that to many critics made him the 
greatest player in the history of 
tennis 

Time and other factors make 
such an accolade a value judge¬ 
ment Rod, on this day, discovered 
he could not handle Gangster's 
serving from the normal position on 
the baseline 

The International Tennis Federa¬ 
tion rules about championship 
staging courts are explicit. The 
backstop must be a minimum of 21 
feet. That is the position Rod adopt¬ 
ed when receiving service against 
Sangster that day. At one end of 
the court Sangster, always a man of 
quiet but nevertheless imposing 
presence, could be seen preparing 
another thunderbolt. 


legged athletism. Her English may 
not be too fluent, but she is quickly 
acquinng phrases that bring laughs, 
the first was "c'mon buddy" for her 
unaggressive title with linesmen 

Her coach, former Chile Davis 
Cupper Patncio Apey, sums her up 
with "she plays a tough game in a 
feminineway " 


Spectators looked to the base¬ 
line Where is the opponent^ Is 
Sangster practising during a short 
break? Only when their eyes took in 
the back stop, did they see Rod - 
theother contender' 

I was so fascinated by Rod's 
retreat, that I have no recall of how 
Rod gained or suffered from receiv¬ 
ing that far back Never before or 
after did such a thing cross me 
again 

The pity is that measuring equip¬ 
ment in the years before the 1970s 
wasn't good enough to measure 
speeds precisely 

The best, I suppose, belonged to 
Clarence Jones and was put to¬ 
gether by Larry Fulcher Both were 
fully qualified electronics engm 
eers, as well as top class coaches, 
and they knew what was required 
Radar guns came on the market 
later But even today, they lack the 
versatility and accuracy of that sys¬ 
tem 

Of necessity, maybe, it was more 
complicated, and needed greater 
skill to operate But the answer, 
though taking 15 seconds longer to 
come through, was accurate to a 
ten-thousandth part of a second 

It would be more creditable, 
though less "ooh, oahing'" if that or 
similar hi-tech equipment could be 
used around fastest-service 
competitions around the world 140 
mph or thereabouts would top the 
shows That doesn't sound as mar 
veltous as 150 but it would bring 
forth facts instead of fiction 

I cannot end without recording 
the rapid progress of the young 
Czech Miroslav Mecir, in crushing 
Hendiick Sundstrum, Sweden, 6/4 
6/1 6/4 in the final of the West 
German Open Mecir's non-stop 
attacks were among the highlights 
of the 21 and under World Cham¬ 
pionships in January Then little 
known, he has been escalating 
since then, and is a man to monitor 
in the coming months 


A GREAT LOSS 





SOCCER TALK-IN 


Soccer Associations on war-path 


B ombay footban 
again appears to 
be headed for the 
courts Much of last 
season the Western 
India Football 

Association and the 
Bombay District Football Associa 
tion spent time, energy and money 
in litigation Time, energy and mon 
ey that could have been better uti 
heed for the conduct and promotion 
of the game 

T his year there was hope that the 
experiences of last year would 
make the two bodies realise the fu 
tility of squaring up to each other 
and make them take steps to meet 
half way The WIFA signified their 
keenness to start a new chapter by 
allowing the BDFA the use of the 
Cooperage ground first for the Nad 
karni Cup in March-April and later 
for BDFA competitions from May 
23 to September end 

One other bone of contention al 
so seemed to be on the way to 
resolution with the signing of an 
agreement on May 17 between the 
WIFA and the Bombay Referees 
Association of Jhe one hand and 
the BDFA and the Bombay Football 
Referees Association on the other 

By that agreement the posting of 
referees for matches under the BD 
FA was to be done jointly by the 
secretaries of the BRA and the 
BFRA In the event of a dispute it 
was to be referred to the Referees 
Board that will comprise the presi 
dent and the secretary of the BRA 
the president and the secretary of 
the BFRA and the chairman of the 
BDFA tournament committee 

It was also conceded in the 
agreement that the qualified refer 



ment of May 17 Rather they have 
breached it, despite the WIFA 
pointing out that they are reneging 
the pact 

In the posting of referees for the 
BDFA knock-out tournaments and 
the Harwood League, the BDFA and 
the BFRA have not thought of con¬ 
sulting and obtaining the concur¬ 
rence of the BRA secretary That is, 
they have violated one of the princi 
pal terms of the agreement 

It IS hard to escape the feeling th¬ 
at the violation is deliberate, to pick 
up a confrontation with the WIFA 
and the BRA Because the BDFA 
and the BFRA are not unaware of 
the BRA members being needled by 
the ignoring of them despite the 
agreement 

The BRA members are forced in 
to idleness for the best part of the 
season They are getting restive be¬ 
cause the BFRA are getting away 
with the contempt they show for 
the very agreement their vice 
president had signed on their 
behalf 

Here is the crux of the matter 
The BFRA president Alex Vaz had 
resigned to safeguard his position 
with the AIFF, the AFC and the FI 
FA One of the two vice-presidents 
F S D Costa was not available on 
May 17 So the other vice 
president, Mr R H Shelty, himself a 
former referee, put his signature to 
the agreement Mr Kehar Singh, a 
vice-president of the BDFA also 
had done likewise 

The BFRA however, are said to 
claim that R H Shetty was not 
authorised to sign on their behalf 
So they contend that they are not 
bound by it 


ees belonging to the BFRA would 
be permitted to officiate in games 
outside Bombay and Maharashtra 

But by qualified referees it was 
meant those referees who had 
passed the BRA examinations Of 
course only such qualified referees 
were deemed fit to supervise 
matches even under the BFRA Th 
066 who had been certified by the 
BFRA were required to pass an exa 
mination to be held by the BRA ir 
two months of the signing of the 
agreement 

This and the terms of settlement 
for the use of the Cooperage pre¬ 
mises by the BDFA gave hope of 
better things But the BDFA and the 


You begin to wonder First, when 
did the BFRA lose confidence in 
RH Shetty? Second, was Kehar 
Singh sincere and convinced that 
the agreement would be put into 
practice? Or was the whole exer¬ 
cise gone through by the BDFA and 
the BFRA just to pull wOoi over the 
eyes of the WIFA and the BRA? 

Because after having given the 
WIFA and the BRA to understand 
that they were interested in a com¬ 
promise and settling of issues, the 
BDFA and the BFRA havp reverted 
to their old positions And in the 
copy of a letter of show cause no¬ 
tice sent by the WIFA to the BDFA. 
Kehar Singh has noted that the BO- 


^ have not honouryf 


Then it may be asked why did th¬ 
ey sign the May 17 agreement to 
which the BRA was a par^ By 
signing the agreement, the BDFA 
and the BFRA have accepted the 
overall authority of the BRA in refer- 
ing matters, as they nad consented 
to have only BRA qualified referees 
for matches under their jurisdiction 
and also to have the BFRA referees 
unrecognised by the BRA sit for an 
examination of the BRA 

If the BDFA and the BFIA felt they 
could have no truck with the BRA, 
then they should have made it clear 
right at the start and not partaken 
in the discussions that resulted in 
the signing of the May 17 agree¬ 
ment 

Now by signing the agreement 
and then violating it the BDFA and 
the BFRA left themselves open to 
severe disciplinary action which 
could even lead to the dissolution 
of the district body 

The WIFA could repeal the entire 
or parts of the agreement, whereby 
they could reimpose the ban on the 
25 referees who were previously 
members of the BRA and had 
subsequently worked in contraven 
tion of the BRA directives Indeed 
the BRA had resolved last August 
to suspend them, but the WIFA per 
haps delayed implementing the 
BRA resolution and then believed 
that in the new atmosphere of 
forgiveness these 25 could be 
shown clemency 

The WIFA could also rule thit the 
matches sujservised by unqualified 
referees are null and void Of course 
the BDFA could hope that as in the 
recent past the WIFA would not be 
all that stem and let results of 
matches stand out of consideration 
to the teams and the players who 
had sweated it out 


All this, however, could have 
been avoided by the honounng of 
the pact For the BDFA and th 
BFRA would not have lost anything 
by that There is some fear that the 
BRA would victimise the BFRA re¬ 
ferees But that IS clearly unfound¬ 
ed, as with the BFRA president and 
secretary, and BOFA touman^ent 
committee chariman they will have 
the edge over the BRA president 
and seceretary in the five-man Re¬ 
ferees Board that is the Sittltreting 
authority tp rpsi^ dtSpMfes^on 
posting. < ,,, 






SOCCEBTALK4N 


The pendulum swings 
back depressingly 



T he All-Indip Football Federation 
must be ^vied For their poli¬ 
cies and th» implementation of 
them, successfully of course, they 
do not have to answer the millions 
of fans in the country who pay at 
the gates ht the various tourna 
ments and leagues and provide the 
funds 

Unlike their counterparts in crick¬ 
et and hockey, they do not have to 
face the rrusic when results are 
poor For the fans have resigned 
themselves to the national team 
bringing poor results 

And the AIFF, in turn, do not 
pause to ask of the coach or 
coaches they appoint results that 
could impiove the image of the 
country's football The handing 
over of ths preparations for next 
year’s Seoul Olympic Games to 
Pradeep Kjmar Banerjee is in line 
with this policy 

Further, the announcement to 
the press after the AIFF working 
committee's meeting at Bangalore 
last month stressed that Banerjee 
would be m sole charge of the plan¬ 
ning, building up and selection of 
the team till the Asian Games 

The implication is that hitherto a 
national coach was not given a free 
hand, that there has been interfer¬ 
ence, perhaps by some officials of 
the AIFF, In his work with the team 

A senior official of the AIFF 
claimed po have had Banerjee clar¬ 
ify after the last Asian Games that 
none from the AIFF was guilty of 
such medemeanour There is no 
reason to disbelieve the senior AIFF 
official However, from this arises a 
very pertinent pointy 

In the circumstances, why did 
India fall to go beyond the quarter 
finals of the New Delhi Asiad^ 
What or who prevented Banerjee 
from 'delivering the goods? And 
that dfter being in charge for almost 
two years And all through that per¬ 
iod ha had the best of the country's 
established and potential intema- 
. tion^is. 

Even the trouble and walk-out at 
the ^it Lake camp, the first of the 
aeries, could hatxHy be cited as a 
, fkMpcap tp BaneijM'a preparation 
MdifijaanLinliaat^stx months 


whom Banerjee wanted were back 
in the fold 

Banerjee is reported to have him¬ 
self appealed to the patriotic senti¬ 
ments of the ■ deserters' and to the 
sympathetic officials of the AIFF in 
the interests of fielding a strong 
national team 

Initially the results were encour¬ 
aging, but the defeats in a tourna¬ 
ment in North Korea and on the vi¬ 
sit to the Soviet Union followed by 
two more defeats at the hands of 
the United Arab Emirates seniors, 
whom India had beaten barely a 
couple of months earlier in the 
Merdeka and juniors brought us 
back to where we more or less 
were at the start 

Draws with travel-weary China 
and South Korea and victory over a 
Yugoslav second division combina¬ 
tion in the inaugural Jawaharlal 
.Nehru International Gold Cup re¬ 
gained some reassurance 

But the pendulum swung back 
depressingly again Worse, it was 
being said that some of the selec- 



P.K. Banerjee,..lt is a surprise 
that he ho4 taken this assign‘ 


tions were against the norms of 
medical fitness Even captaincy of 
the team raised controversies 

Consequently the performances 
of the team suffered, with only the 
luck of the draw in having to play in 
the same group as China, Malaysia 
and Bangladesh easing our entry 
into the last eight of the Asian 
Games at Delhi 

Banerjee, technical directors 
Deitmar Pfeifer and the late G M H 
Basha, assistant coaches S S 
Hakeem, who was persuaded to 
come back and Arun Ghosh all 
were shown the door after the 
Asiad 

In their place were brought in 
S A Salam. Arun Sinha and 
Naeemuddin tor the second Nehru 
International at Cochin in March 
1983 

Their term was cut short in June- 
Juty when tho AIFF decided to opt 
out of the President Park Cup a^ 
Seoul Salam had also made 
charges of indiscipline against a 
few playirs, notably Manoranjan 
Bhattacharya 

Then came the Yugoslav, Ciric 
Milovan, who was assisted by Bob 
Bootland, Santo Mitra and Amjad 
Khan Again initial good results 
blinded us to the unworkability of 
Milovan's methods 

Indian club football and players 
are not so adept or well versed in 
technique and tactics that short 
camps could yield fruits. In a Euro¬ 
pean country the national coach or 
manager needs the squad for only a 
few days to ascertain their fitness, 
physical and mental, as well as to 
go over with the players the tactical 
approach to a particular match 

That IS because the level of the 
players is very high, and club 
coaches respond to the national 
coach's needs 

Thus Banerjee is right in affirming 
that Milovan did not fully under¬ 
stand Indian football and foot¬ 
ballers, and that went against his 
succe^ing in his assignment. By 
the same token Banerjee could be 
taken to be Ninuliar with our foot¬ 
ball cortditions. 

Hence it is a surprise that he has 
tair*n th* national coach's aSSiOh- 





SOCCER TALMN 


merit, despite the failures at the 
t974 Asian Games at Teheran 
where we lost heavily to North 
Korea (0-3), china (0-7) and Iraq 
(1-3), and at the Delhi Asian Games 
three years ago under him 

For Baner]ee knows that the task 
IS a demanding one, and a full-time 
one at that This means that to do 
fustice to himself and to the nation¬ 
al team he would have to devote all 
his time and energies the next 15 
months or so to the national team 

But will he be able to, in view of 
his contract with the East Bengal 
team? And the recent winners of 
the IX Federation Cup also will have 
to prepare to represent the country 
in the revived Asian Cup for cham¬ 
pion clubs in August 

East Bengal are expected to qua¬ 
lify from the South Asia group that 
includes the champion clubs of 
hosts Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal 
Bangladesh and Maldives, and then 
play in the final rounds later in the 
year Then East Bengal will have 
their other engagements, like the 
IF A Shield, the Durand Cup, the 
D C M till the end of this year 

If Baneqee stays with East Ben¬ 
gal he will have little time to work 


on spotting players and training 
them for the national team. And the 
national team must be ready for the 
fifth Nehru International, which 
may be held at Trivandrum next 
January 

It must be remembered that 
while he was in charge of building 
the team for the New Delhi Asian 
Games, Banerjee was not under 
contract with any club 

He even had special leave from 
his office So his loyalties and du¬ 
ties were not divided Yet he could 
not make the team achieve a place 
beyond the quarter finals on home 
ground 

You wonder if the AIFF working 
committee in their collective wis¬ 
dom weighed these factors before 
putting Banergee solely in charge 
of preparing the national team for 
the Seoul Asian Games Did they 
even think of asking Baneqee to 
quit his post with East Bengal and 
take on the national team fulltime? 

Or IS It possible that the AIFF 
working committee capitulated to 
accepting Banerjee's terms, which 
probably was keeping the East 
Bengal job while taking on the job 


WORLD U-16 SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP 


Argentina will vie 
for top honours 


B ack m 1979, Oiego Maradona 
lent a lot of glamour and 
prestige to the World Football 
Youth Championship for the Coca- 
Cola Trophy with his highly techni¬ 
cal and tactical proficiency while 
helping Argentina claim the trophy 
with a fine victory over the Soviet 
Union in the final at Tokyo The 
previous year Argentina at last had 
justified their claim to being the 
finest producer of footballers by 
winning the FIFA World Cup at 
home 

Now, seven years later, Argen¬ 
tina will look forward to the first 
FIFA under-16 World Champion¬ 
ship for the Kodak Trophy to 
emphasis that their system of 
grooming players is the best in the 
world They are one of the 16 fina¬ 
lists who will vie for top honours 
from July 31 to August 11 at Beij¬ 
ing, Tianjin, Dalian and Shanghai in 
China 

One of the lads on whom Argen¬ 
tina will rely to burnish their image 
IS a Maradona, the 15-year-o1d 
brother of Diego, Hugo (Huguito) 
Die^ Maradona currently is rated> 
, the highest paid player in the wortd 


FIFA president Joao Havelange 
will be in Beijing for the opening 
ceremony that will be followed by 
the match between Bolivia and 
hosts China Guinea and the United 
States are the other two in Group A 

The other groups are 

Group B Australia, Argentina, 
Congo and West Germany 


Group C Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, 
Italy and second qualifier from the 
Confederation of Central America 



of national team coach? Certain 
developments mak^ you feel so 

Banerjee wants ito have three 
camps, one in the riorth, one in the 
south and one at Calcutta. He 
would consult with three AIFF offi¬ 
cials to name the caches for the 
camps in the north tind the south 
So It can be assumell that Banerjee 
would be more at Calcutta You 
must hope that the jtlan works out 
well 

Banerjee has givaji out that he 
would recall Manortnjan Bhatta- 
charya, Oebashis Raytand Bhaskar 
Gangully, who all hate been kept 
out of the national telm for nearly 
the last two years aft# the assault 
on referee J P Coutinhb in a Rovers 
Cup semi-final His reasoning he 
ihas not the time to groom players 
as good as the above tlyee 

Banerjee s reasoning sort of 
meshes well with the Alf F’s That is 
just as he has not the tme to spot 
new players and groom them for 
the immediate future. The AIFF has 
not the time to look for and find a 
man who can raise our stock in the 
15 months before the Seoul Asiad 
_ -Shatp Shooter 

and the Caribbean football associa¬ 
tion 

Group D Qatar BrazI Hungary 
and CONCACAF qualifier 1 

The top two from each group will 
qualify for the quarter-finals 

THE FIXTURES July 31 China 
vs Bolivia, Guinea vs USA (Group 
A), Australia vs Argentina, Congo 
vs West Germany (B), Sdudi Arabia 
vs CONCACAF 2, Nigena vs Italy 

(C) , Qatar vs Brazil, CONCACAF 1 
vs Hungary (0) 

August 2. China vs Guinea, 
Bolivia vs USA (A), Australia vs 
Congo, Araentina vs West Ger¬ 
many (B), Saudi Arabia vs Nigeria, 
CONCAfiAF 2 vs Italy (C), Qatar vs 
CONCACAF 1, Brazil vs Hungary 

(D) , 

August 4' China vs USA Bolivia 
vs Guinea (A), Australia vs West 
Germany; Argentina vs. Congo (B), 
Saudi Arabia vs Italy, CONCACAF 
2 vs Nigeria (C), Qatar vs Hungary, 
Brazil vs CONCACAF 1 

Quarter-finals on August 7. 
Winners of Group A vs Runners-up 
of Group B (1), Winners of Group B 
vs Runnors-up of Group A (2), 
Winners of Group C vs. Runners-up 
of Group D (3), Winners of Group 0 
vs Runners-up of Group C (4) 

Semi-finals on August 9: Win¬ 
ners of (1) vs Winners of Winners 
(3), Winners of (2) vs. Winners of 
|(4). Match for tlw tNrd pUice and 
thefinai on August 11, ^ 

' SW Qww iwiliss i i ..i'* ■ li.<{ 




WESTERN INDIA TABLE TENNIS 


Manmeet’s fine comeback 


T he Western 
fndiaTable!Ten- 
nis Championships 
which con eluded 
last week at the 
Cricket Club of 
India, Bombay were initially 
declared to be the selection trial for 
the Indian team to participate in the 
U S Open June end But the fact th 
at the tourney could hardly be said 
to have served its purpose goes to 
show how the Table Tennis Federa¬ 
tion of India go about selecting a 
team to represent the country 

For, ability to pay one s fare and 
meet expenses and not established 
talent was the criterion that ulti¬ 
mately chose the squad, thanks to 
the TTFI s decision 

Thus the glaring omission of na¬ 
tional champs Kamlesh Mehta and 
Indu Pun, both of whom found 
places in the world rankings after 
creditable displays in the recent 
World Championships at Gothen¬ 
burg where they led the nationals 
teams 



True, Mehta was made to eat 
humble pie at the CCI, but then this 
was only an aberration On the 
other hand, poor Indu Pun, who 
reasserted her supremacy and the 
domination with which she has 
ruled over Indian women s table 
tennis for the last eight years failed 
to be included merely because she 
could not cough up the necessary 
damages. 

"Why should I pay?" Indu is re¬ 
ported to have quipped Bravo' Indu 
IS one player who can walk into the 
India women's team on crutches' 
And the TTFI ought to have made 
sure of her inclusion instead of ask¬ 
ing her to dip into her coffer 


In fact, the TTFI should have se¬ 
lected the best players on current 
and known form and,taken care of 
their expenses if India is to be re¬ 
presented,in the U S Open While 
not doing so. the TTFI has encour¬ 
aged players who can raise their 
own funds to make the trip officially 
representing India and that too for a 
tourney that does not attract the 
cream of talent in the world How 
such a squad can be called the In¬ 
dian team and how this tournament 
can serve the plpyers in good stead 
IS something only the TTFI can 
answer. 



ability to raise their own funds, or The third game could well have 
will the TTFI consider them more gone Ghorpade s way He led at 8-3 
important than the players and and then again at 19-13 His best 

meet with ail their expenses? One opportunity came when he took the 

wouldn t be sticking one's neck out serve at 19-16 but Manmeet ho- 
to hazard a guess wever, had different ideas He 

The Western India champion- slammed home a beauty to level to 

ships saw the welcome return of ^ 9-all only to watch Ghorpade 

Delhi's Manmeet Singh Having score off the edge of the table-his 

gone to Canada last year with the third such scoring stroke of the day 

intention of settling down there, Manmeet saved the game point 

Manmeet announced his arrival with aggressive counter attack and 
back on the Indian table tennis scampered horne over extra points 
scene tjy claiming the men's sin- Manmeet had a tougher battle in 
gles title with a convincing 2115 the semifinal when he faced Rant 

21-18 22-20 victory over second Kathuria who had earker accounted 

seed Sujay Ghorpade irtthe final I?'’ Kamlesh Mehta oyer 

.. , . . the decider It was a soe-saw battle 

Manmeet play^ a brilliant kathuna giving all he had ris- 

sUdtegical game Though s^ded ,pg jq occasion time and again 
eleventh, he clearly outshone Ghor- t^e brink of defeat But all his 

pade vyho appeared over-confident guide could not overcome Man 
His telling backhand strokes any meet in the decider which promised 
clever varied serves often caught much but turned out to be an anti 
the Pune lad on the wrong foot Gh- climax Manmeet forged" ahead 
orpade blundered time and dQain with a 9 3 lead, then seemed to 
on his pet forehand conceding vital hgyg fhy thm while allowing 

points at critical stages that saw Kathuna to crawl up gradually to 

Manmeet clinching the first two g.g gyj thereafter, Manmeet ar- 

sets contd. on p. 45 



• 1 . 





SPORTSWEEK-/^^^_ 

Spot-The-Ball Contest...4 



How to enter 

The hockey ball has been blanked 
out from the photograph All you 
have to do is to mark a cross (x) 
where you feel the ball is and send 
your entry to SPORTSWEEK Rupa 
Spot The Ball Contest 4 165 D 
J Oadajee Road Tardeo Bom 
bay 400 034 along with the 
coupon printed alongside 
You can send as many entries as 
you like but each entry MUST be 
accompanied by the original cou 
pon printed alongside Xerox 
copies of the coupon will not be en 
tertained 

Employees of Inquilab Publications 
Mid Day Publications Newsday 
Communications and Rupa & Co 
Delhi, Allahabad Bombay and 
Calcutta and their relations are not 
allowed to enter the contest 
In all matters the decision of the 
editor IS final and no correspon 
dence will be entertained 


Last date 


The last date of receiving entries 
IS June 24, 1985 and the results 
will be declared m the Sports- 
week issue dated July 10-16, 
1985 

The winners will be supplied 
with a list of Rupa's sports books 
from which they can make their 


Win sports books from Rupa's World of sports 
and subscription to your favourite magazine 
SPORTSWEEK 


1 First prize Sports books worth Rs 100/- 

and a yearly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK 

2 Second prize Sports books worth Rs 50/- 

* and a half yearly subscription to 

SPORTSWEEK 

3 Third prize Sports books worth Rs 25/- 

and a quarterly subscription to 
SPORTSWEEK 

4 PLUS Five consolation prizes 

SPORTSWEEK Runathon T-Shirts 


2 Second prize 

* 


3 Third prize 



Jr. 


Name 


Address 


State Pin 


Age 

T -Shirt-size (in cms) 


Ik r » si 'iA*' iJci 
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Indu Pun proved that the gulf between herself and the other players still 
exists 


rested his progress 
and playing an 
unruffled, allround 
game, claimed the 
right to play the 
final by clinch 
ing the issue at 21-14 

Sujay Ghorpide, had a compara¬ 
tively easier time in making the 
final His opponent, C Anand of 
Karnataka who downed S Sriram 
in the prequarters had no answers 
to the second seed s forehand 
spins He played a tight game but 
could not halt Ghorpade from tak¬ 
ing the first two games at 21 15 
21 9 Ghorpade who shone for In¬ 
dia at Gothenburg then opened up 
and seemed to produce his shots at 
will living up to his high seeding 
He played a fast attacking game 
giving Anand no chance of taking 
the match to the fourth game win 
ningin21 16 

The women s section of the tour 
nament proved once again that the 
gulf between supremo Indu Pun 
and the rest is wide Seeded numb 
er one she justified the honour by 
brushing aside the spirited fights 
put up first by Monalisa Barua and 
then Niyoti Roy in the final 

Niyoti Roy had her in a spot of 
bother in the first game Her top 
spin and forehand shots seemed to 
unruffle the veteran of many na 
tional titles who normally plays a 
cool steady game But internation 
al Indi. showed the class and call 
bre she is by levelling at 19 all and 
lomping home 

Indu took the second game in her 
. stride but was given a fright in the 
third when Niyoti had her trailing at 
4 10 But experience prevailed and 
with fine backhand blocks and su 
perb placings that often left her 
1 ■'uch younger opponent gaping In 
du rallied back into the game The 
effect of losing the initiative 
showed on Niyoti and try as she 
I light she just could not produce 
that little extra and succumbed 
over extra points 

In the semifinal Indu was given a 
jolt by Monalisa Barua of Assam 
who though down by a game, reco¬ 
vered to level after taking the initial 
lead But that was all the resistance 
she could put up Indu controlled 
her game well while Monalisa s vio 
lent and rapid movements proved 
to be her undoing She netted many 
a smash while Indu forged ahead 
with comfortable leads all through 
and coasted through the next two 
games and into the final 

Niyoti Roy, m the other semifinal 
proyed too hot for unseeded Such- 
rtr« Sfikodkfr of Maharashtra to 
tSoehttra played a tight 


game but Niyoti which flourishing 
flashy strokeplay took the lead in all 
three games and held onto it to 
triumph in straight games 

In the junior events Assam had 
mixed fortunes Tridip Duarah who 
won the INT4B junior national title 
got the better of Maharashtra s Ma 
hendra Chiplunkar After losing tht 
first set at 17 21 he rallied well and 
exhibited consistency to win the 
next throe games at 21 14 21 17 
21 18 

Shilpa Takalkar salvaged some 
respect for home state Maharas 
ptra in the junior events She turned 
the tables on Assam s Papari Ha 
zarika in the girls section Though a 
bit subdued in the initial stages of 
the contest by Papari s effective 
topspin Shilpa changed hat pattern 
of play to an attacking one that 
proved fruitful and won the Iona ti 
tie for Maharashtra over five games 
at 21 18 11-21, 21-12 9 21 
21 18 

Among the sub-junjors the 
player who stood out was Gujarat s 
Shvam Shah who claimed the boys 
title with a 21-14, 21-14, 16-21 


20 22 21 14 victory over lamil 
Nadu s impressive Chetan Baboor 
He has the talent and potential and 
bears watching in the future 

There were some rumblings on 
the opening day of the tournament 
jiroper when five internationals 
were humbled and the upsets were 
accorded to sub standard tables 
and heavy schedules The players 
claimed that the tables had a slight 
slope which resulted in uneven 
bounce white mismanagement of 
organisation saw fixtures continu 
ing till late at night 

One sensational upset followed 
another notable of which were Ra 
jat Kathuria toppling top seed 
Kamlesh Mehta national runner up 
V Chandramouti going down to 
Sunil Babra eight seed Arun Jyoti 
Barua succumbing to T Ramkumar 
S Sriram being scalped by C An 
and after leading in thedecider In 
the women s section national run 
ner up Vyoma Parikh was shut out 
by comparatively unknown Roshan 
Jam and sixth seeded Kashmira Pa 
tel losing out to compatriot Manjin 
Hardikar 

SW Correspondent 



McEnroe finds 
his perfect 
match 

J OHN McEnroe pulled out of the 
vital pre Wimbledon Stella Artois 
tournament m London to protect' 
his girlfriend latum O'Neal from 
publicity 

"! wo'i t set foot hack in Britain 
until / have to because of harass 
ment from the press / don't want 
them upsetting Tatum. ' said the 
Wimbledon champion who snaps 
umpires like racket strings 

the British press have however 
taken this 'boycott' uriderstandingly 
Then logic is simple Ryan O 'NeaTs 
foul tempered daughter is a match 
for anyone, even McEnroe She can 
raise mare hell during a knockout 
bout than Superbrat can raise chalk, 
his voice and everyone's blood pres 
sure during a match, they reason 

And if she and McEnroe turn up 
together at Wimbledon the AH 
England Club should lay on guards 

To protect the crowds 

Speed is 
Coe’s asset 

Speed IS still Coes asset At the 
New Rivei Stadium in North Lore 
don last week, Coe let loose a siz¬ 
zling last lap ofb'2 2 seconds {o win 
the I bOO metres tor his club Harm 
gey AC at the European Club Cham¬ 
pionship With the first two laps 
taking 2 mm lOsecs, the eventual 
timing of B mm d'/ 3 secs was 
natur.illy stow But with Coe plan 
ning to switch to the bOOO metres 
in next ^eat s European Champion 
ship, he seemed Quite satisfied with 
the timing 'Em pleased with that." 
he said after the race "When you 
put more distance into your training 
you may leave leg speed behind, ' 
he /ustificd And yet Coes often 
averred attempt at the longer drs- 
tance still seems away "I shan't 
try the bOOO metres until towards 
the end of the season, because / do 
want to go into next winter know 
mg what a succession of 5000 
metres feels like." 

But Coe may need his leg speed 
later„-this season to match the 
Brazilian sensation Joaquim Cruz, 
the Olympic 800 me^es gold med 
allist "He IS the best 800 metres 
runner around at the moment, " 
says Coe "But I wouldn't mmd 



John McEnroe plants a kiss onto the cheek of Tatum O'Neal 



Seb Coe... pleased with Mt per¬ 
formance 


having a go at him " The two may 
set ablaze the track at the AAA 
Championships at Crystal Palace m 
July 

Nastase’s 

best-selling 

thriller 

I LIE NASTASE, the former world's 
best and the Romanian Davis Cup 
hero has traded his racquet for a 
tape recorder and bred another ace 

The Romanian tennis hero, known 
tor his volatile behaviour on court m 
the early seventies, has published a 
book, his first, in French by Lafont 
The English version of the book is 
expected sometime next year 

The 306 page thriller is set in the 
fast-moving world of professional 
tennis where rivalries don't neces¬ 
sarily end with a friendly hand¬ 
shake across the net. 

Nastase takes readers from 
gruelling centre court duets to 
locker rooms, private '•'ubs and 
bedrooms where fast women, 
agents promoters and officials all 
look for a piece of the action, 








Ille Nastaae... afaat-paced book 


■■/ always wanted to do sotve- 
rhing different - not just a book on 
tennis techniques. ' he said of his 
SIX month project "I've hadjhe idea 
of writing a mystery for a long time, 
so / just sat down and dictated it 
into a tape recorder " 

■'/ describe myself exactly the 
way / am There are all-the girls the 
fast cars, and some of thedunny 
things / have done on the court." he 
said 

Nastase's forthwnght account of 
his tenriis career and his revealing . 
private hfe off court should <^ertain : 
ly make his book a best seller 

Absorbing contest 
in the offing 

ITH THE RETURN of rebel 
cricketers like Graham Gooch 
and John Embury to prop the Eng¬ 
land team in their quest to regain the 
Ashes from traditional rivals Austra¬ 
lia this Test series is slated to b^ a 
absorbing contest 

The Australians, by packing their 
side with a battery of fast bowlers 
like Geoff Lawson. Jeff Thomson 
and Craig McDermmot, their sensa¬ 
tional find, have ensured that they 
mean business. 

England are not far behind in 
their challenge, though their pace 
department doesn't look menacing 
in comparison to the Australia's. 
But, the English batsmen look deter¬ 
mined and are not going to he 
cowed down by burly speedsters 
from Down-Under Gooch and 
Gower have announced their inten¬ 
tions by slcoring centuries against 
this pace attack. 


AH in all. an interestirig summer 
o! cncABt IS in the offing with Ian 
Botham also in the fray to grab a 
few puick wickets and to play some 
blistering innings. With such an 
exciting Test series the cards, the 
BBC turned out to he the spoil¬ 
sport. Every year the BBC broad¬ 
casts a ball-by-ball description of 
Test matches played m England 
But, the first Test at Headingley 
was duly completed without a live 
commentary for world wide listen¬ 
ers 

The Indian cricket enthusiast end¬ 
ed up kicking his radio set in 
exasperation and reading stale, in¬ 
complete scores in the newspapers 
the following morning 

Mushtaq, the 
originator 

r HERt IS one former cricketer 
who stands by Ian Botham em 
ploying the risky reverse sweep 
in international matches - former 
Pakistan skipper Mushtaq Moham¬ 
med 


~ i 

In fact Mushtaq is probably the 
originator of this naughty' stroke. 
The strongest claimant at least. In 
one Test against New Zealand in 
1973 he recokons the reverse 
sweep brought him 18 of the 201 
runs he scored in the match And 
the stroke never cost him his 
wicket m Tests 

Mushtaq first played the stroke in 
1964, the year in which he was 
qualifying for Northants. He was 
batting one Sunday for the Roth 
mans Cavaliers against Middlesex 
with Fred Titmus bowling his off 
breaks on the leg stump to six leg 
side fielders. "It suddenly came to 
me to play the shot." he recalled, 
"before the ballhad.been bowled" 
Mushtaq had a long and distin 
guished career as a Test player and 
was never castigated for employing 
the stroke, unlike Ian Botham who 
IS criticised everytime he attempts 
n To ban the stroke. Mushtaq feels 
IS absurd "ft gives the batsman and 
the crowd a lot of fun and the' 
bowler a chance " 

Which IS what Ian Botham feels 
too But Peter May and Co obvious¬ 
ly do not agree. 



Dttfeated world champion featherweight boxer Eueeblo Pedrosa 
goes down on one knee with Irishman Barry McGulgan standing 
over him on his way to the world title. McGulgan’s victory was the 
end of Pedrosa's 7‘year reign as champion successfully defending 
his title 19 times 
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Perseverance pays 


P ERSEVERANCE is another 
name for talent. One of the best 
examples, perhaps, would be Neer- 
aj Kumar Mishra, who won the 
1964 National Junior Chess Cham¬ 
pionship held at Nagpur earlier this ‘ 
year 

Neeraj learnt the rudiments of the 
game as a 7-year-old from his elder 
brother Pankaj. But it was his 
father, Buddh Kumar, who saw in 
his young son glimpses of a master 
chess palyer, who took up the task 
of teaching him the game Neerai 
learnt the game for seven to eight 
hours per day under the guidance of 
his father for two long years 
In 1977 he participated in the 
West Bengal Sub-Junior and Junior 
Championship where he did not 
fare well The following year he 
took part in both the events but his 
only notable feat was that of de 
feating international Master Di- 
byendu Barua and hit the head 
lines of the local papers 
Eventually in 1979 his unflag 
ging efforts paid him rich dividends 
and he annexed the West Bengal 
Sub-Junior Chess Championship ti¬ 
tle and then took part in the Nation 
dl B' in Delhi 

In 1981. ho achieved another ku¬ 


do by winning the National Sub- 
Juni <r Championship at Nagpur 
and by virtue of being the champion 
fie got a chance to play at the Na¬ 
tional Group A'. During the same 
year he for the first time abroad to 
participate in the World Cadet (und¬ 
er-16) Championship at Equador 
where he found the 16th berth 
among 24 countries. Again in 
1982, he won National Sub-Junior 
Championship at Secundrabad 
Moreover, he played National Jun¬ 
ior, New Delhi, National B', Agartal- 
la. National 'A' Rajasthan 

Neeraj participated in the World 
Cadet at Columbia where he bet¬ 
tered his previous record to the 
seventh position. In 1983 he took 
part in all the State and National 
meets but his performances were 
disastrous The only saving grace 
was that in his first-ever perfor¬ 
mances at the Lloyd Bank's Tourna¬ 
ment, in England, his score was fair 
as he ran short of only 1-’ * points 
for IM norm His crowning achieve¬ 
ment came in January, 1985, when 
he won the National Junior Cham- 
j)ionship in 1984 at Jaipur and thus 
avenged the reversal of 1983. 

Q. When do you expect to get 
thelM norms? 


THE SPORTING LIFE 



/ DoN^r CAfse/Vou scfteAMeo Duwsie> my 

so X OBT TV Af/T 0\^6li / 


A. I doti't foresee It in the imme¬ 
diate future. But during the Chess 
Asiad at Hongkong in 1985, if the 
situation proved opportune I might 
get it. 

Q. What is your ambition in 
life? 

A. I want to be a Grand Master 
prompt came yie reply 

Q. Till date India could not 
produce any Grand Master and 
your performances so far being 
no spectacular, is it not a pipe 
dream? 

A. I've learnt so far that 80% of 
the moves are known over the 
world If one wants to be versatile, 
the progress would be tardy and 
slow Most of the Indian players of 
renown have acquired high profi 
ciency in a few lines and have risen 
meteorically But this phenomenon 
IS ephemeral in the world arena 
Once the opponents know that the 
othei side cannot play more than 
these moves, they play different 
moves and those unaware, invaria¬ 
bly lose. To be a Grand Master, by 
transposition one has to defeat his 
opponent and similarly, the oppon 
ent's new moves are to be coun¬ 
tered Since I've learnt a lot of 
moves, my progress is bound to be 
slow Once I win over national bar¬ 
rier, the wide expanse of know¬ 
ledge and maturity that are flowing 
in, will see me through the interna¬ 
tional scale 

Q. Who else, to your view, are 
likely to be Grand Master in In¬ 
dia? 

A. Ravi Shekhar and P. Thipjsay. 

Q. Once you left the schoql. 
why did you join it again? 

A. In India, to get the Talent- 
Sought-Scholarship, one has to be 
a student in any recognised school 
Unless you are not a student, you 
won't be allowed to play in Chess 
Olympiad. Social demand and pres¬ 
sures are such that you've to be in a 
school. 

Q. What is lacking in the In¬ 
dian Chess scenario? What can 
the government do to better the 
standard of Indian chess? 

A. In India, the society does not 
treat chess with respect. The go¬ 
vernment, as well, does not bestow 
the same prestige to chess ^as it 
does to other games. When a chess 
player goes to play outstations, he 
Is given the second class train fare, 
Rs. 12/- day for food and other ex¬ 
penses and free accomodstion. 




Neeral Kumar MIshra (left) makes a move while his opponent Dlbpendu Barua (IM) watches 


Prof. D.B. Deodhar [fromp. 17] 


which is too inadequate and very 
insulting. A promising chess player 
does not get the National-Talent 
Sought Scholarship if he does not 
happen to be a student in a recog¬ 
nised school. The government and 
the private firms do not give prefer 
ential treatment to chess player m 
the matter of appointment as they 
do with regard to other discipline of 
games 

The government should raise the 
allowances of the chess players 
when they go to play outstations 
The amount of Talent-Sought- 
Scholarship should be raised to Rs 
1,000/- month. At par with other 
games the Chess players should 
get favourable treatment in the 
matter of )obs. Grand Master’s of 
repute should be engaged to tutor 
the promosing chess players for 
about 6-8 months in a year at a 
stretch in an ideal environment 
against the present policy of 20-25 
days-session. Each state capital 
should have an exclusive chess li¬ 
brary. 

Q. .Do you think, playing 
Chess is beneficial to the stu¬ 
dents? IT so, then how can they 
be induced to it? 

A. Bidhrava Chess Association 
has conducted a survey and found 
that the chess playing has some sa¬ 
lutary influence on the students. It 
r nhances the reasoning and calcu¬ 
lation powers of the students. The 
(lovernment should adopt it as a 
subiect in the co-curficuium activi¬ 
ties of the educational institutions. 

TRI^IOIVAN BHAGAT 


ting and captaincy. He moved very 
quietly on the field and made his 
changes of bowling and fielding in a 
quiet and most unassuming man¬ 
ner Quiet often from the pavilion it 
IS difficult to make out who is in 
charge of the side, so unostensible 
are his methods. His knowledge of 
the players is very great and in his 
own way he is able to get the very 
best out of them 

Admittedly, he has a not got the 
great personality of Nayudu but he 
IS able to manage his team in the 
most efficient manner and is able to 
get the maximum out of those who 
have the pleasure to play under 
him. He is a great disciplinarian 
himself and by force of example he 
has been able to infuse great disci¬ 
pline in his own players. His simple 
life, great moral character, a high 
sense of discipline and duty and 
perfect physical fitness have been a 
source of inspiration to many a 
young cricketer; and, coupled with 
this his knowledge of the game he 
has commanded the highest re¬ 
spect from the members of his 
team. Prof. Deodhar's contribution 
to the game in this country has 
been and will always remain unique 
in the annals of Indian cricket. ' 

Deodhar, the man, was as great 
as the sportsman. A professor of 
Sanskrit, Deodhar was perhaps the 
only oriental scholar to take to a 
foreign game and achieve distinc¬ 
tion in it. Despite facing adversity in 


his early life, he never succumbed 
to the attractions of the lucre. 

Deodhar joined the Shikshan Pra- 
sarak Mandali of Pune as one of its 
life members and worked as a pro¬ 
fessor at thd S.P. College till 1946. 
He had several professional offers 
from the Princely states as he rose 
in stature in cricket but he declined 
them owing to his "innate regard 
for self-respect and independence, 
and an abiding love for Maharas¬ 
htra cricket which I could serve 
best by accepting to be a life 
member in a Pune educational so¬ 
ciety to which I belonged as a 
student The life members of this 
S.P. Mandali took the minimum pay 
just sufficient for their maintenance 
and served in ^ spirit of self- 
sacrifice" 

Though sports and intellectual 
studies often come into conflict, 
Deodhar's life demonstrated that 
there can be a harmonious coordin¬ 
ation between the two for the pro¬ 
gress and benefit of both 

Frank and upright, Deodhar was 
never afraid to speak out his mind 
even if it put him on the wrong side 
of the authorities. And finally Deod¬ 
har was the first top ranking crick¬ 
eter to cover two Indian cricket 
tours and bring out a book on In¬ 
dian cricket - "March of Indian 
cricket". A unique, integrated per¬ 
sonality, indeed, is the nonagena¬ 
rian Professor Deodhar, still happily 
with us 










Martin Bnindle drives the new Tyrrell-Renault 014. the first-ever turbo-powered Tprrell Grand Prix car, at the silver 
stone track. The new car will he raced at the earliest opportunity 


Wanderers are tough raiders 


I N the absence of Punjab Police, 
last years winners the Maha¬ 
rashtra Bank team must have, on 
their arrival at Indore for the 4th 
Prafullabhai Memorial Gold Cup 
Kabaddi Tournament, thought of 
winning the glittering gold cup. And 
It was not too ambitious, a dream 

But hosts Lucky Wanderers and 
other plans in mind. They sprang a 
surprise by defeating the bankers in 
a low-scoring final by 15-12 to 
wrest the gold cup. 

Outclassing Bombay's Vijay 
Bajarang in the semi-final by a big 
margin of 42-9 the local lads, rank 
outsiders, had opened their cards 
and kabaddi pundits then expected 
them to win the final. 

Wanderers's fleet-footed raider 
Suresh Shirsagar and all rounder 
captain Raju Satalkar did the feat. 
Combining well they played a stra- 
tagical game and did not let rival 
captain, Arjun award winner, Shan- 
taram Jadhav revive for about 10 
minutes in the second half and it 
was during this period Wanderers, 
locked 6-6, earned vital three-point 
lead which they maintained along 
with psychological pressure. 

Shantaram, looked like an old 
war horse and failed to do much for 
his team and the Maharashtra bank 
was deprived of a grand double. 
Their women's team effortlessly 
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won the title humiliating another 
Pune outfit Shiv Pratap Sangha 
73-24 In fact the Maharashtra 
bank girls with four national 
players-Manisha Kondhalkar, 
Mohini Chaphekar, Smita Deosthali 
and Sadhana Kulkarni - had no 
challenge to ward off. In the final 
points just came their way and they 
won easily. 

In raiding and catching they did 
not have to exert. 


Deosthali was like Gullive 
against the Shiv Pratap Sangha Lili 
putians. She would always, on he 
raid, bring a minimum three points 
Bringing mere one point was per 
haps against her prestige. 

Last year's winners in womei 
section Maharashtra Bank (Bom 
bay) were busy with their inter 
bank tournament in Bombay am 
hence could not come. 


STAMPS 

A commemorative stamp honor¬ 
ing versatile Americ^ athlete Jim 
Thorpe was issued by United 
States Postal Service as a part of 
the American Sports Series. 

The vertically oriented stamp, 
denominated to 20c yvas designed 
by Richard Gangel and was depict¬ 
ing a photograph of Jim Thorpe. 
Considered as one of the greatest 
athletes of all time, Jim Thorpe had 
excelled in track-field, football and 
base ball in the 1912 Olympic 
Games held in Stockholm, Jim 
Thorpe had won gold medals in 
pentathlon and decathlon but sa he 
had played earlier . in semi- 
professional baseball. He was or¬ 
dered to return. Those two Olympic 
golds. 

He was associated with the 


Canton Bulldogs of the Amerigar 
Professional Football Asso. 

JAGDISH BINIWALf 












YAI championship 


CES C at t he helm 

By ABHIJIT SHADE 


H istory was 
repeated on 
Ihe 12th of June 
^ the picturesque 
Peacock, Bay, 
Khadakvasla when 
the Corps of Enguieers Sailing Club- 
clinched the Yacnhng Association 
of India's (YAI) silver jubilee inter- 
club team championship in the 
double leg finals defeating Indian 
Naval Sailing Association (INSA). 

The CESC team comprised of Lt 
Col. V.P. Singh (It. Akale), Major 
A.P. Singh and Captain Pillai. The 
first leg of the final was won by th¬ 
em without difficulty, picking up 
just penalty points as against 
13 of INSA. 

In the reverse fipal INSA team 
suffered a major setback as their 
ace international sailor Captain 
Surendra Mongia had to pull out 
due to severe back-ache. His place 
was taken up by Ll. Commander 
Jose Varghese, his crew for the 
first leg as YAI rules do permit, was 
a substitute helms man. 

In the second leg CESC finished in 
the first, third and fifth positions, 
with 8.’^^penalty points as against 
12 of the INSA team, CESC were 
presented with the handsome Go¬ 
drej Trophy which is the symbol of 
inter-club team championship for 
the Enterprise Class. 

Earlier in this 1 B-t^am meet, 
which was contested on a league- 
cum-semi-final knockout basis, 
CESC defeated Naval Sailing Club 


B' by 7.^^ 4-13 points the runner- 
up INSA had nosed out the formi¬ 
dable Colaba Sailing Club, Bombay 
by 9-11.^^“* to earn the spot oppo¬ 
site the '60 winners CESC. 

The championships which began 
on the 7th of June, had many excit¬ 
ing moments as the weather was 
just perfect for the contest. The 
other new thing seen in the contest 
was of a photo-finish in the race 
between the Bhopal Sailing Asso¬ 
ciation and the NDA team. Th¬ 
roughout the contest the wind 
speed was between 7-8 knots. The 
chief sponsors for the champion¬ 
ships were Venkateshwara 
Hatcheries. 

This year being the silver jubilee 
of the YAI, a comprehensive pro¬ 
gramme, has been chalked up, 
which irfcludes release of postage 
stamp issue of brochure and con¬ 
ducting of Regional Regattas. YAI 
has come a long way since August 
14, 1960; when the first inter-club 
Regatta was held at the same ven¬ 
ue, and which included races of 
classes WAGS, EAGLES, and 
CBK's. The races were over within a 
day or two, whereas now they are 
nearly a-week-long. This change 
could also be attributed to the-disci- 
plined cordiality of the NDA. 

Since then, the YAI Ragattas 
have been a regular feature at var¬ 
ious locations all over India and 
have greatly helped to popularise 
this sport in the country as well as 


to produce sailors of National and 
International repute. 

According to N.P. Dutta, chair¬ 
man of the selection committee of 
YAI India will be participating in all 
the five classes in the third Asian 
Regatta Championship to the held 
in Pusong, South Korea in Sep¬ 
tember. 

The selection of Yachtsmen and 
their crew is already complete (ex¬ 
cept Enterprise class). The teams 
were selected after three coaching 
camps. Prior to the teams depar¬ 
ture for South Korea, final coaching 
camps will be conducted in the first 
week of August and September. 

India will competing for races in 
Enterprise Class, Single-handed 
Laser Class, Board Sailing Div. II, 
Optimist Class for Juniors and the 
47-class. 

The two-member team for the 
47-Class are Tarapore and Bhan- 
dari, the Unwalla brothers. Fall and 
Jege, of Bombay. The Laser Class 
challenge will be led by Pradeepak, 
the optimist Class for Juniors will 
be led by the Secunderabad Sailing 
Club boys Pradyuman and Anirudh 
while Capt. Dikhit and C. Soares of 
Goa will lead for Board Sailing. 

Admiral R.H. Tahiliani, PVSM, 
AVSM, ADP, the chief guest gave 
away the prizes, but not before the 
veteran's race of senior sailors who 
took part in the '60 Regatta. The 
race, cherry of the championship 
was won by Col. Oberoi while Col. 
Malhotra came second. 




'the Corps of Engineers Sailing Club. (No. E 21025). won the team championship of Yatching Association of India 
Silver Jubilee Regatta 
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STAR 

TRACK 


By Bejan Daruwalla 


ARIES 

June 30-July 1 hone up on skills 
and efficiency, say the pile driver 
t{ie upper cut, or just the flying start 
for the spnnt event, very specially 
the 100 and 200 metres Partner¬ 
ships, all sorts, trips and ties, slight 
opposition to plans, for all Arians 
Got It, buddy? 

TAURUS 

Avoid, if you can a heavy work¬ 
out till the 29th, as there are health 
hazards, say sprains and disloca¬ 
tion, a fracture possibility Other 
wise also, Taureans are advised to 
watch their weight and disposition 
Sunday-Monday you can take the 
long shot and the close up, in 
sports and life' 

GEMINI 

You will find the chink in the 
armour of your rival if interested in 
chess fencing, hockey and indoor 
games 25-26 ideal for it This can 
be a week of information and 
knowledge, interspersed with the 
fancy trimmings of love children 
hobbies, music 28 29 take health 


precautions please 

CANCER 

Time to cut it fine whether in 
cricket, tabla tennis, tennis It is cer 
tain that home conditions will un 
duly influence all Cancerians now 
so, keep your cool, please Best to 
work yourself to near peak level 
around the 30th stretching right 
through July end 


Body builders in the medium 
class have it made now Let it be 
said here that for body builders 
and weight lifters July 22 and on 
wards is super time Prepare for it 
now Journeys trips partnerships 
for all Leons To improvise and in 
novate in any sport take Sunday 
and Monday please do and Gane 
sh a grace on you' 

VIRGO 

Chess and bridge players/fans 
will be in their element It is check 
mate time* Also mating time for 
Virgos' Got it? Those interested in 
hurling the javelin perfecting the 
hammer throw or the change of 


baton in the rela|l, should be hard at 
work in June-Juy 

LIBRA 

Go all out foi'the kill, be it big 
game, golf, wresfling penalty corn¬ 
er, or just a friendly game of bil¬ 
liards You see, ipw, you will have 
the psychological advantage and 
that s not to be sneezed atl Librans 
will now have tlile courage of their 
conviction and therefore they wiH 
not vacillate, as 16 their usual wont 
and habit ' * 

SCORPIO 

Learn to conserve your energy 
particularly so, i you are a long 
distance runner a wrestler, a 
centre forward ip football or hock 
ey a spiker in voiey-ball or a centre 
in basket ball For the Scorpio read 
er too expenses and slight discom 
forts Never mmd its a passing 
phase 

SAGITTARIUS 

Move fast and furious and crack 
that shot goal, left footeri You will 
be off the blocks in splendid style 
Flicks and luS(tV drives can both be 
perfected these seven days A word 
of caution fjot to begin anything 
new on Friday and Saturday in 
sports or in real life say business 
profession job hop and so on 

CAPRICORN 

Not to overstrain in weight¬ 
lifting sprint events, hurdling and 
the decathalon Otherwise also 
work to an easy pace and step 
please Yes, in your chosen field of 
activity expect hard sustained 
competition Hold back something 
in reserve for the final burst of 
speed in sports, romance, business, 
trip ties collaboration 

AQUARIUS 

Easy does it' If at the goal, just 
scoop In tennis, the straight fore¬ 
hand drive In cricket, the cover 
drive Take a chance at the long 
shot in life or sports on Sunday- 
Monday, as the moon will be in 
favourable positioning Doubles 
players i^ow superb co-ordination 
and perfect understanding 

PISCES 

You could be m for a fall or a 
somersault, if you overdo a good 
thing in polo, hurdling, steeple¬ 
chase, boxing, wrestling, high jump 
Otherwise also, watch your step! 
Financial muddles and problems of 
artnerships and health hazards 
old true for the majonty of he- 
ceans prewamed is prearmed) 
June SO^iJuly 1, good dates 
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Anand and Vijay AmritraJ explaining the finer aspects of the game to the 
boys who were selected for training 


Hope for the 
youngsters 

B ritannia industries ltd., 

an associate of NABISCO 
BRANDS INC of USA and the Amr- 
itraj Brothers of world wide tennis 
fame announced their ambitious 
scheme to train talented young In¬ 
dian boys. The training facility lo¬ 
cated at Madras Christain College 
tennis courts was inaugurated by 
Dr. V.R. Nedunchezhiyan, Minister 
of -Finance, Government of Tamil- 
nadu. 

Specifying the details of the 
scheme, Vijay Amritraj stated that 
the objective of the Britannia Amr¬ 
itraj Tennis Foundation (BAT) is to 
spot and nurture young tennis ta¬ 
lent for Davis Cup and world class 
competition. 

The programme is to start with 
eight talented boys ranging in age 
from 13 to 14 years The training 
will be comprehensive, covering 
not only physical aspects and 
coaching but also nutritional intake 


SMS Stadium 


needs a 


facelift 


T he chairman of the technical 
committee for conducting the 
World Cup Cricket in 1987 Ghulam 
Ahmed has said that the Swai Man 
Singh Stadium, Jaipur, in its pre¬ 
sent condition could not be chosen 
as one of the venus for staging the 
matches 

Talking to newsmen after visiting 
the stadium, Ghulam Ahmed, said 
that It did not meet the require¬ 
ments laid down by the Internation¬ 
al Cricket Conference for conduct- 
ina matches. 

I Ghulam Ahmed, who was ac- 
companined by another member 
Nirartjan Shah of the technical 
committee, said that 'the entire 
ground and the wicket had to be re- 
laid; removing the existing cinder, 
track. 

The stadium needed 9 new pavi¬ 
lion having a capacity of at least 
nine to ten thousand viewers also 
having the facilities fpr dressing 
and dinning rooms, rooms for the 
media men and the umpires. 


and mental discipline to develop 
the instinct to win. 

Trials for selection of trainees 
were conducted during December 


1984 by Vijay & Anand Arpritraj 
who personally played with and 
evaluated in all 30 boys of which 
eight were selected. 



The Swal Man Singh Stadium, Jaipur In its present condition cannot be 
chosen os one o/the venues 



Air India Wanderers, led by former Indian goalkeeper EM Sudhir, recent¬ 
ly won the Al Shalbel Finance Expatriate football tournament defeating 
the Doha British College _ 
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BACniG j 1 


By Railbird 


Chaitanya Ratham superb 


C HAITANYA Ratham is the best 
three-year old filly jn the land 
That the Dark Bay or Brown by T V 
Sunday ex-Urvashi (Everyday II) 
prdved decisively when she 
trounced a select all-India field of 
10 of her age and sex at level 
weight in the 1 600 metres Banga¬ 
lore suhnmer fillies trial stakes in the 
excellent time of 1 minute, 38 
second which equalled the record 
for the race set by Blue Ice in 1981 

I N fact. It was more of a proces¬ 
sion than a race and the expecta¬ 
tions of a rousing finish because of 
the openness of it on all available 
data were ground into the Emerald 
C5reen turf under the flying hoofs of 
J S Dhariwal R P B Bhale Rao, V 
Vasanthakumar Reddy and Mrs 
Harpeet Bedi s Hargobind stud- 
bred property which was pur 
chased in Madras for Rs 1 20,000 
which IS a modest amount by 
today s standards 

L loyd marshall too trainer 
Dhariwal s ward to the front on 
getting out and showed the way 
first to parallax and then to Goldie 
Brown Chaitanya Ratham entered 
the straight about three lengths 
dear of Goldie Brown and when 
there was about 300 metres to go, 
Marshall in order to make doubly 
sure of victory, took out the stick 
Chaitanya Ratham then went 
further away to ultimately win by 
SIX lengths from Goldie Brown, who 
was three lengths clear of Maudlin 
with Reshmi Art a length further 
behind 

I T was truly a remarkable perfor¬ 
mance because the track can in 
no way be described as fast and it 
IS no exaggeration to say that Chai¬ 
tanya Ratham, who provided her 
owners and Marshall with their first 
Bangalore summer classic and 
trainer Dhariwal with his second as 
he had won the Bangalore Derby 
with young Rajput in 1981, ran the 
opposition of their feet 

Chaitanya Rathan was suffered 
only two defeats in her total of 
eight starts and both were inflicted 
by Goldie Brown, one in Madras 
and the other in the fillies tnal in 
Ooty She avenged one of them 
when she beat Goldie Brown in the 
Nilgiris Derby when, many close 
watchers were of the view that 
Marshall pulled a fast one on comer 
by racing clear early and that 

S4 


comer, evidently expecting Chai¬ 
tanya Ratham to lose pace, delayed 
his challenge till it was too late 

T hat theory has now been 
exploded and one reason for it is 
that Chaitanya Ratham has shown 
tremendous improvement in her 
condition for which full marks are 
due to Dhariwal, who prepared her 
in Ooty and brought her to Banga¬ 
lore less than a week before the 
race 

U PTILL about five minutes to 
starting time the betting reflect¬ 
ed the belief that it was a very open 
affair as the winner, Goldie Brown 
and Wonder Ternere all at 3 to 1 
while Invitation, the Calcutta chal 
lenger, was at fives Then, money 
poured in for Wonder Tern, who 
stripped a picture of fitness in the 
parade, and she ultimately was the 
2 to 1 favounte with Goldie Brown 
next in demand at 9 to 4, Chaitanya 
Ratham at 3 to 1, Invitation at 6 to 
1 and Maudlin and Reshmi Art at 8 
to 1 9 

W ONDER Tern could not live up 
to' either her condition or her 
place in the betting She was hard- 
ridden under the whip by Aslam 
Kader from before the turn but she 
did not give an adequate response 
and was ultimately fifth Maudlin 
on the other hand, put in a very 
effective stretch run when travell¬ 
ing in the middle of the track As 
Chaitanya Ratham is, unfortunately, 
not an entry for the derby, to be run 
on July 14, and as Goldie Brown, 
who IS full sister to the brilliant Red 
Cockade, and will not see out the 
trip. Maudlin is the only one of the 
fillies to come into the reckoning 

W HAT of next week's colt trial 
stakes? There are those who 
are inclined to water down the 
chances of Allah Rakhkha (Grey 
Gaston (Jncle’s pet) pointing out 
that even allowing for the fact that 
he was unstretched his beating of 
Wonder Tern, who was giving him 
one kilo, was not that impressive 
when viewed against Wonder 
Tern's poor showing in the fillies 
trial The rule of three in racing is 
not always a reliable guide as was 
proved by the disgraceful showing 
of Invitation in the fillies tnal. That 
filly, despite a slipped saddle, 
scored ove/' Jehan Numa m her 
maiden appearance in Bangalore 


and the day before the tnal Jehan 
Numa, carrying 60 kilos, outclassed 
class three opposition to earn pro¬ 
motion in the light of Jehan 
Numa's performance that of Invita¬ 
tion was shocking 

B e that as It rnay The winner of 
the colts trial should emerge 
from the Bombay duo of Allah 
Rakhkha and Sir Bruce (Everyday II- 
Hennessy) the Madras-based cele¬ 
brant (Bold Agent-Galgea) and the 
Bangalore-hased Dupoht (Everyday 
ll-Silent Screen) Sir Bruce is re¬ 
ported as having a spot of shoulder 
trouble and that should affect his 
chances adversely Allah Rahkha 
continues to show improvement 
and celebrant ran just two and a 
half lengths behind Zinka, who was 
giving him three kilos and who has 
been elevated to the highest class 
on that run Duj^ont ran just half a 
length behind a Good Type three- 
year-old in Royal Legacy when 
giving him 10 kilos over the trial 
course of 1,600 metres If he can 
reproduce that run he can win from 
Allah Rakhkha Royal Legacy, who 
has excellent conformation, could 
be the surprise party if he can be 
induced to sweat 

T he ways of officialdom are 
peculiar Trainer Attaoilahi 
declared Ayaz, a five-kilo claimer, to 
ride his Forest Flame in the Broa- 
dacres Plate last Saturday Every¬ 
body knew, or rather should have 
known that the filly would be an 
odds-on choice 

I 

A yaz handled her ineptly and 
was suspended for four face 
days The surprise was that the 
trainer was fined a whopping Rs 
10,000 for not declaring a "suita¬ 
ble" jockey for his ward It is signifi¬ 
cant to note that no official cogni¬ 
sance was taken of who was to nde 
Forest Flame until after the race 
when Ayaz was found to be unsui¬ 
table 

S URELY, It should have been 
anticipated that he was unsuita¬ 
ble and the trainer should have 
been instruoced to change the nder 
before the race in fact there was 
ample time to have effected the 
change before the start of the first 
race of that day. If the trainer is at 
fault so are the authonties for they 
are cleariy accessories before the 
fact. 
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T he annual Radio Rebelde Tour¬ 
nament in Cuba is held in two 
sections. In this years’ first Group of 
14 players GMs Guillermo Ghrcia of 
Cuba and Eduard Gufeld of USSR 
emerged at the top with S'/: points. 
Following closely behind were IMs 
Fedorowicz (USA), T. Utasi (Hun) 
and Schussler (SVE) with 8 points. 

The top five in the second Group 
of 14 were: IMs G. Palermo (ART) 
and A. Vaiser (USSR) 9</^, GM 
Knezevic (Yug) and IM Pigusov 
(USSR) 8'/3; GM Hernandez (Cuba) 
7'«. 

This IS an important game in a 
wild Queen's Gambit Exchange 
Variation in which Vaiser improves 
on his draw with Geller thre^ years 
ago. it is one move that makes all 
the difference. 

Vaiser-Diaz 

1.d4, d5 2.c4, e6 3.Nc3, Be7 
4.cxd5, exd5 5.Bf4, c6 6.e3, Bf5 
7.g4, Be6 8 h4, Bxh4?l 9.Qb3, g5 

10.Bh2, Bxg4?l 11.Qxb7, Qef?! 
12.Qxa8, QxeSch 13.Be2, Qxf2ch 

14.Kd2, Bg3 15.Bxg3, Qxg3 
16.Bxg4, Nf6 17.Nge2, Qc7 
18.Rh6., Nxg4 19.Rxc6l, Qd8 

20.Nxd5, 00 21.RC8I,. Qa5ch 

. " mmmmmmmm i i iiiL ' j wt 

#i| T IS the story of my life" he 
I sighed, shoving this under my 
nose 
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He was sitting next to me at the 
Boat House Bar in Nainital. a little 
the worse for wear, perhaps, but his 
cry was from the heart. "It is the 
story of what might have been.." 

I started at his lay-out for a while, 
wondering what was so poignant 
about it. “You could not get to 
slam?" I commiserated "It is not 
easy to get there". 

"Oh, we had our slam allright.. 
only they gOta game instead.''' 

"They did?" I gasped. 


. . . .. . . . . . 

CHl^ 


By R.B. Sapre 

22.b4, Qa3 23.Rxf8ch, Kxf8 
24.Qxb8ch, Kg7 25.Kc2,1-0 

8.h4) Botwinnik-Petrosian match 
game .1963;: 8.h3, Nf6 9.Bd3, c5 

10. Nf3, Nc6 11 .Kfl,00 12 Kg2. 

10.Bh2) Vaiser-Gelier, Sochi 
1982: 10.BeS?, f6 (later the Black 
King gets a good escape at f7) 

11. Bhl Bxg4l 12.Qxb7, Qe7l 
T3.Qxa8, Qxe3ch 14.Be2, Bxf2ch< 
IB.Kfl (15uKd17, Qd3ch 18.Kc1, 
Be3 mate) 15..Bh4l 16.Qxb8ch, 
Kf7 17.Nd1, Bxe2ch 18.Nxe2, 
Qf3ch ig.Kgl, Qxe2 20.8g3, Qg4 

21. Kg2? (Better 21.Kh2. Ne7 

22. Qb3) Qe4ch 22.Kh2, Ne7l 

23. Qxh8 (If 23.Qb3, Nf5 24.Bxh4, 
Nxh4 25 Qg3, Nf3ch should draw) 
Bxg3chl 24.Kg11. draw; (24...Qe1 ch 
etc draws. If 24Kxg3, Qxhl pins 
the Knight and Black can at least 
draw with checks.) 

10. Bxg47) In contrast with the 
.game in the previous note this 
move IS questionable and Black had 
better defend b7. 

11. Qe77!) After 11...Nd7 

12. Qxc6, Ne7 13.Qb7 White 
stands better But the text is thor¬ 
oughly refuted 

13 ,Qf2ch 13 Bxf2ch does not 
work in this case as f7 is not availa¬ 
ble for the Black King (compare 


BRIDGE 


By Jimmy Mehta 

choked "Any damn fool would 
have led a spade and I'd have 
"You are not a good guess" he 
sneered "You remina me of my 
partner He always guessed wrong 
Look what he guessed to lead in the 
first Knock-Out of the Madras 
Nationals I was East. 


(N B 




ftathi) 

(My Partner} 
Iwont 
tell you 
hiB name} 

(Sudhtr 

Ganguly) 

Me 

IKCE 

Ohir) 

1N7 

2H 

P 

P 

2NT 

All pass 

P 

P 
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We were playing against the fa¬ 
mous Bhowanipur Team, ted that 
year by N B Rathi I was playing for 
Central Civil Services Sports Board 
and this deal was my chance to 
make news We had our slam on 
defence We had twelve tricks - 
two thousand points. Who cared 
about a silly non-vul slam bonus. 

Suddenly he was blubbering un¬ 
controllably 

"He lead a heart - a heart" he 




Vaiser-ueller). e,g. i d...BxT;ecn 

14. Kf1, Bh4 (or 14...Bxeech 

15. Ngxe2, Bh4 (or 1S..Qf3 

16. Qxb8ch, Ke7 17.Qd6ch, Ke8 
IB.QxcBch, KfB Id.QxdSJ 

15. Qxb8ch, Ke7 20.Nxd6chl, cxdS 
21.Qd6ch, Ke8 22.Bb5ch and 
mates) 

14...Bg3) There is notNng in 
14...Qxd4ch 15.Bd3, Qf2ch 

16. Nge2. 

18.Rh6i)^l8ck IS heavily down in 
material and the interest of the 
game lies in White's artistic con¬ 
duct of the finish. 

ENDGAME 
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Whits play and draw 


jumped up with thaeca and ahot a 
heart through. Even a club would 
have done but my idiot had to lead a 
heart and give them a game instead 
of picking up 2000 points. 

"You win some. You lose some". I 
consoled. "You don't undersund" 
he wailed "I'd have had my name up 
in tights.. I'd have tak^ their place 
at table one instead ofwfuch it was 
the Swiss for the duration and this 
night-mare to live with." And then 
he started to wonder. 

"Could we have got them all' 
down? Could we have made a 
grand slam on defence? Isn't there 
a squeeze going or something?" 

I shook me head "You would 
have had to give them one trick at 
the finish. 

"A pity. I'd have loved to take all. 
No way?" he pleaded. 

"No way?" 

"You know, I don't feel so bad 
any more. Will you publish my hand 
in Sportsweek?" 

"I might" I smiled "or may be I’ll 
wait till you get your grand slam in 
defence" 
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Pen Friends Corner 


Smita Barbate -18 

32 NaringeNagar 
Yavatmal - 445 003 
Dancing movies travelling 
swimming 

Ranjana Ramteke -18 

Naringe Nagar, 

Yavatmal - 445 003 
Singing dancing movies 
Ami Chibber - 27 

Qr No D-5 Ballarpui Paper Mills 
Colony 

PO Bdllarpur Chandrapui -442 
901 

Sports dancing travelling 
Rahul Godika -17 
A 24 Shanti Path 
Tilak Nagar Jaipur 302 004 
Sports diiving penpals 
Baikrishna Muniya - 20 
40 Godbole Colony 
Indore Madhya Pradesh 
Polities sports judo 
Wasif Syed - 15 
P O Box 468 
Kanpur - 208 001 
Kungfu philately penpals 
Benu Mukher)ee-25 
B 1/28 Past him Vihar 
New Delhi - 1 10 063 
C ri( kot music penpals 
Ms Bijal Kdnani-14 
6/H Mapihia Nagar 
S V Road Kandivali Bombay 
400 Ob 1 

Sports western music and 
dancing 

Devendra Shukla - 20 

L o A N Pandey 
K.ilaTal lO Kalyan 421301 
( ricket music travellinC) 
Shubhadeep Ghosh -If 
D 1/101 Jumbo Darshan 
Co Of) Housing Sof-iety 
Andhcri Bombay 400 069 
Soi ( ei 1 rit ket (jenpals 
Ms Georgina Essran-25 
P O Box / 74 t ape Coast 
Ghana West Africa 
Movies fish ng hunting riding 
Francis Essiam - 23 

r o PO Box 774-CapeCoast 
C^hona \\/tst -ifrica 
Dam irg sv imming disco 
Arun Shah-24 

31 Ajitnat 1 Soi lety 
Near Water Tank Karelibaug 
Vadodc ra 390 018 


1 In swimming men what is the 
world record for 100 meters 
freestyle f 

2 Who was the first British girl to 
swim the English Channel? 

3 Which women swimmer was 
nickname the Gotden Torpedo 
in the 1940 s ? 

4 In which year did the British 
Amatuer Squash Champion 
ships came to an end? 

5 Who IS the youngest player to 
win the World Professional 
Snooker Championship? 

6 When and where did the first 
known race of automobiles 


Travelling cricket, gardening 

SandeepM Chodankaer 
Santoes Waddo, Tamdeg, 
Carmona, Goa - 403 717 
Cricket, poster philately 

Ajay Joshi-19 
12-Baird Place 
Delhi Cantt- 10 
Reading, photography, penpals 
and gals 

HemenShah-21 

Aftnwali Street Bhid bazar, 

Bhu| Kachchh-370001 
Sports music reading 

Vmod Shringi-15 

H No 1882, Panini House 
Birla Public School 
Pilani Rajasthan-333 031 
Philately, reading penpals 

Satyajit Sen - 27 

56 Ambazari Lay out 
Nagpur-440 010 
Football badminton gossiping 

Gautam Sen -26 

Qtr No D 19 Ballarpur Paper 
Mills Colony 

Ballarpur Chandrapur-442 
901 

Sports travelling reading 

M SinghBhamra-18 
H No M N 19 
B C W Surajpur 
Ambala, Haryana-13301 
Badminton, movies, volleyball 

M A Rashid-26 
Prop Star Constructions 
310-A Commerce House 
Naginda Master Road 
Fort, Bombay 400023 
Movies, travelling, gift exchange 

Sanjay Gaur-17 
220 GaurBhawati 
Hathi Bhata 
Ajmer-305 001 
Sports, table tennis 

Rajesh S. Merchant -19 
Rambha Society Flat No 2 
Dadabhai Road Vile Parle 
Bombay-400056 
Philately music, sports 

Dean D Oweltz -17 
RB/11/7-9 Railway quarters 
Byculla Bombay-400008 
Michael Jackson fan, sports ma 
gazines hikes 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


taken place? 

7 What IS the greatest speed 
recorded by a player m ice 
hockey? 

8 With what sport is the Walker 
Cup connected? 

9 When was the Shell Shield 
competition first started in 
West Indies? 


Ms SudashnaBanerji-IS 

171 A, Lansdowne Road, Calcut¬ 
ta-700026 
Music, reading, sports 

Madup Kumar Gupat - 21 

C/o Murli Dhar Nigam 
Indira Gandhi Marg, Weltendganj, 
Jaunpur-222 002 
Photography, music, movies 

Surendra Singh - 28 
39, Corporation Market 
Nirala Nagar, Lucknow 226 007 
Gazals Bonsai gardening 

Kanhayaiai Sharma - 21 

Sharma Arts.'Ranihat 

Cuttack 753 001 

Music photography badminton 

Neeraj Sharma -19 * 

H No 559 Model Town 
Karnal-':32 001 
Statistics reading stamps 

Ramkesh Kewat - 28 

Central Telegraph Office 
Jabalpur Madhya Pradesh 48? 
001 

Hockey films penpals 

RubyV P - 19 

Kattiparambil Kalavamkodam 
PO 

Shertallay Kerala 688 586 
Cricket penpals 

Amai Kumar Ghosh - 25 
C 16 Karakoram House 11T - 
Delhi 

Hauz Khas New Delhi 110016 
Penpals music travelling paint 
mg 

Ajaya Kumar Sharma - 20 
305 Shiv Shankar Pun Meerut 2 
Movies penpals cricket 

Atui Bhargava -19 

68 Khurshed Baugh Lucknow 4 
Penpals, music driving cricket 

Chandrashekhar T iwari -18 

8 Ram Bhawan 
Hussainganj, Lucknow-1 , 

Cricket music debates 

Sanjay Vinevigi - 22 
Shri Ram Saden Dattawadi, 
Mapuca Goa-403 507 
Penpals travelling reading, 
cricket 


10 Who won the English County 
cricket championship in 
1970? 

11 With what sport is the name of 
Mikhail Tal associated? 

ANSWERS 

** SS91I3 11 iUO)J 01 

9961 6 f|OD 8 0961 linH >^qqog 
LLM L uisuoosi/w '8Z81 
9 sAep SfrE 'sjAej puejajt mwon 
■suiBBih xejv 9 6/61 fr VBW 
-uaQ 'jeBaAjH pjiguBBye 4201 
'ez»i®i 9 sepaojayy z\ 1861 VSfl 
'sauieo Ap/woy 'soes qCBtt 'I 
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ACROSS 

1 Kina of need a Mary Decker is of 
TV today with its yen for spark 


ing controversy <6) 

5 Morozova in goal (4) 

6 Nastase confessing that he 
never tells the truth? (4) 

7 Urge Nandan to abandon all 
work that makes him a dull 
boy ? (3 4) 

9 Los Angeles taken in by an Aus 
tralianall rounder (4) 

10 In New Zealand it could be 
John the Fiist or John the 
Second?(4) 

11 0 Neill db cub (6) 

DOWN 

1 How you can afford to play 
It when you are the hot 
favourite (4) 

2 Czech ranked among the Top 
Twenty Players of 196b 85 by 
Tennis magazine (4 5) 

3 Rum Leg oil for Argentinian 
tennis (9) 

4 This Indian quickie certainly 
needed sizing up (4) 

7 Dead on the target? Nonsense' 
(4) 



8 Amidst Runs and Rums is 
Sunil Gavaskars plaie as dn - 
secure again? (4) 


Q What IS Australia's highest 
and lowest score against Eng 
land? 

-Satish Cheiaram 

Wddala. Bombay 

A Australia s highest score 
against England is 729 fer 6 de 
dared at Lord s in 1930 Australia s 
lowest against England is 36 at 
Birmingham in 1902 

Q Where and when did Jim 
Laker of England take 19 wickets 
in a Test match? 

-Deepak Pradhan 
Bangalore 

A Jim Laker took 19 wickets 
against Australia at Manchester in 
1956 

Q What are the Test records of 
the following batsmen - J H 
Edrich, D L Amiss, and T E 
Bailey? 

-Nitin M, 
Madras 

A J H Edrich has played 77 
wickets 127 innings 9 times not 
out 5138 runs 310 not out as 
highest 12 centuries at an average 
of 43 54 

Amiss has played 50 Tests 88 
innings 10 times not out 3612 
runs, 262 not out, as highest 11 
centuries, at an average of 46 30 

Bailey has played 61 Tests 91 
innings 14 times not out, 2290 
runs, 134 not out, as highest, 1 
century, at an average of 29 74 

Q What are the birth dates of 
Nayjot Singh and Suru Nayak? 

-Yogesh Khanna. 
Nagpur. 

A Navjot Singh 20 10 1963, 


QUESTION 

BOX 


Suru NdVdk ?0 10 1954 

Q In which year did Bjorn Borg 
of Sweden win the French Open 
Tennis title for the first time? 
Has he also won the title 4 times 
in succession when? 

Devappa Nagar 
Lonavala 

A John Borg won the French 
Opdn Tennis title for the first time 
in 1974 Yes he has won the title 
four times in succession from 
1978to1981 

Q When did New Zealand play 
Its first Test match and who was 
Its first Test captain? 

-Jignesh Lalwani 
Vile Parle, Bombay 

A New Zealand played its frst 
Test match in 1929 30 against 
England New Zealand s first Test 
captain was T C Lowry 

Q Who won the gold, silver 
and the bronze medals in the 
super heavyweight category of 
the boxing event in the 1984 
Olympics? 

Ramesh Punge 
Jaipur 

A Gold-T Biggs of USA silver- 
F Damiani of Italy and bronze - R 
Wells of Britain and S Aziz of 
Yugoslavia 


Q What are the Test records of 
Graham Yallop and R M Cowper 
of Australia? 

-Kishore Dave 
Surat 

A Oldham Yallop has played 38 
TpsIs 68 innings 3 times not out 
2 753 runs 268 as highest 8 ten 
tunes at an avt r jge of 4? 35 

R M Cowpei has played 2 7 
Ti'sts 46 innings 2 times not out 
2061 runs 307 a highest 5 cen 
tunes at m ave'aqeof 46 84 

Q Where was the second Test 
match of the 1969 series against 
Australia in India played? What 
IS the first innings score card of 
India m that Test? 

Pradeep Rawat 
Indore 

A The venue of tfie second Test 
matt h of the 1969 sf nes was 
Kanpur 

India (first innings) FM Engineer 
c and 6 Stackpole 77 A V Mankad 
c and b Mallet 64 A L Wadekar c 
Mallet b Connolly 2 7 G R Vish 
wdnath ( Redpath b Connol'y 0 
Nawab of Pataudi (jr) c Redpath b 
McKenzie 38 A Ganciotra c Tabri 
b Comic lly 13 ED Solkar b ( on 
nolly44 S Venkatrighevan run out 
17 S Ouha Ibw 6 Mallet 6 F A S 
Prasanna r Mi Kenzir b Mallet 22 
8 S Bedi not out 1 Lxtr is 11 I otal 
320 

Q What IS the full name of G R 
Vishwanath? 

DilipGaokar 

Amravati 

A Gundappa Ranqanath Vish 
wanath 
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Can things 

never change? 

F or almost a decade now an In¬ 
dian women s table tennis team 
without Indu Pun could not be ima 
gined However, the team for the 
U S Open Table Tennis champion 
ships will be just that The reason? 
Simple The national champion 
could not pay the air fare and meet 
other expenses for the trip 

After the Asiad, India is now bid 
ding for the Olympics which will in 
volve an expenditure of crores of 
rupees Yet the sportsmen are 
asked to foot their own bills Var 
lous exemptions in duty were 
granted to let Ravi Shastri bring his 
Audi car from AOstralia The same 
government cannot pay the ex 
penses for perhaps India s finest 
table tennis player ever 

The Sports Authority of India an 
nounces an award of Rs 25 000 to 
a coach who can produce a fast 
bowler But it remains a silent spec 
tator when a champion drops out 
due to lack of funds 

This IS not the first time that In 
dian sportsmen nave been asked to 
pay to represent their country As 
things stand this will also not be 
the last such instance 

The government officials will 
earn praises for organising sports 
events the sponsors and the media 
will continue to promote sports 
which hardly need any promotion 
the sports bodies will either be 
short of funds or will be engaged in 
their own battles And the condi 
tion of sportsmen will only margin 
ally improve Jaimin Bhatt 

(Bombay 58J 

Sponsorship makes 
sport corrupt 

A nyone who defends John 
McEnroes tantrums and bad 
manners on the tennis court will be 
considered anti social Even so I 
dare write this letter in support of 
his and Jimmy Connors decision 
not to play for the U S Lawn 
Tennis Association s demand for 
signing a code of good conduct and 
behaviour 

It would be understandable if the 
USLTA had acted on its own But it 
IS amusing that this demand is a 
consequence of threats by the 
sponsors 

Up to a point sponsors are need¬ 
ed But if they are allowed to dictate 
terms they must be kept away 
Sponsors are in fact a mixed bless 
ing te-sport Though they are help¬ 
ful in promoting sport they also 
make the games corrupt 

K.S. Vasan 
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Crowning glory 
for Chrissy 


I T was indeed the crowning glory 
for Chris Evert-Lloyd when she 
won the French Open champion 
ships Over the past few years 
Chirs Lloyd has been oversha 
dowed by Martina Navratilova 
whom she had not beaten in any 
Grand Slam event since the Austra 
lianOpentn 1982 

It speaks volumes of Chirs 
Lloyds dedication and determine 
tion that she has refused to give up 
all these years and has battled back 
to prime form and turned the tables 
on her redoubtable adversary 

S Krishnamoorthi 
(Bombay-89) 

Champions 
off the field! 

W HO says India cannot produce 
champions? In fact India has. 
produced innumerable champions 
to date These champs are genera! 
ly appointed as sports officials 
managers and/ or office bearers 
not to speak of ministers 

Talking about swimming pools 
gymnasiums and other facilities to 
promote sports consciousness 
among the population India has 
most of these facilities but not for 
the common man The common In 
dian IS damned busy - fighting for 
his existence 

Arta Mishra 
(Cuttack-753001) 


from New Zealand on grounds o 
misbehaviour for just not fielding i 
ball property in the closing stage: 
of a dull match 

3) No action was taken agains 
Zaheer Abbas for his misdeeds or 
the field in New Zealand ^ getting 
into an altercation with Qadir whici 
shows that some players are more 
than equal in Pakistan 

-Aurnob Roy 
(Lucknow-7 

Do two wrongs 
make a right? 

I T was shocki'ng to read Viv Ri 
chard s statement after the sene: 
against New Zealand that he doe: 
not feel there is anything wrong ir 
his fast bowlers bowling shoe 
pitched de'iveries persistently ever 
to tailenders 

He then justifies this statemeni 
by saying that the West Indies have 
been at the receiving end of this 
type of intimadatory bowling in the 
past 

All I wish to ask Mr Richards is 
that even in modem day cricket do 
two wrongs ever make a right? 

On the other hand it was plea 
sant to read Allan Border s views in 
your issue dated June 12 18 issue 
Speaking on the eve of the Austra 
lian team s departure to England for 
the Ashes series Border is reported 
to have expressed the hope that 
the series would be played as 
cricket was designed to be played 
and not with the balls constantly 
whizzing around the throat 

-NiranjanV Naik 
(Bombay-36) 

Kudos to Viv 


Pakistan’s 
wonder boy 

I was really pleased to read Abdul 
Qadir s interview in Sportsweek 
dated May 1 7 which enabled 
cricket lovers in India to know the 
real reason for the exclusion of this 
champion cricketer from his na 
tional side 


K udos to the worlds premier 
batsman Vivian Richards for 
playing one of the greatest inniogs 
in post-war cricket by scoring 322 
runs off only 258 deliveries against 
Warwickshire Richards domina 
tion of the game is evident from the 
fact that he took only 43 balls to 
progress from 200 to 300 an 
amazing feat 


Pakistan cricket at present is in a 
major crisis They have many ta¬ 
lented young players but their 
places in the national team are al 
ways in jeopardy because of jaetty 
politics in the cricket board there 
To prove this I would like to give 
some examples 

1)'Qasim Omar after giving a 
fairly good performance in the Ben¬ 
son and H^ges World Champion¬ 
ship of Cricket in Australia was 


Arvind Kumar 
(Patna-3) 


New-look SW 

Y our magazine has certainly im¬ 
proved in quality and readabi¬ 
lity The get-up, selection of articles 
and It's presentations are definitely 
an improvement on the earlier is¬ 
sues Even the colour blow-ups are 
getting better 




A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


IFYQaGAHASSWER**YES**IO 
3 (Xn!()F4QaPTHESE QOESIiaHS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVERS TOUR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 



On SbiMlay morninR, doe* your newipaper live up lo your expectalion* 7 



Dn Kbuahwanl Siieth, Kuldip Nayar. Baian OaruHala M V Kamath 
and other celebritie* vidl you every Sunday 



Doea Nutan help toive your peraonal problem*, and < an you tonaull 
Or K. Wadia for your ailment* every Sunday ' 



Do your kid* grab your Sunday paper before you r^n'' 


YESOBOn 

YBsnHon 

YBsnBon 

YBSnHOII] 


If your answer to ar^ three of the above questions is NO, then it's 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MID-DAY every Sunday to make your Sunday complete. 

SUNDAY 

MID'DAV 

THE CO MPLETE FAMILY NEWSPAPER 
Published from Bombay 





















Bnla Chowdhury... India’s one 
real hope for a medal in swim* 
ming at the Asian Games, has fin* 
ally managed a deai to be 
coached abroad 
T P, V. Krt$hnaswamy 




SPORTSWEEK 




ANNOUNCING 

THE FIRST 




14 th to 17 th September 1985 





A revival of the South India rally of earlier 
years. The challenge, the route, the prizes — 
all just the kind you've been looking for. 


THE CHAUENGE 

For four wheelers—2500 kms 
of plains, twisting hills, dirt 
uacks, gravel and tarmac 
sectiorrs. ifkn equally demanding 
1800 kms'for two wheelers. 

THE ROUTE 

A four legged route spread 
over South India. Running 
through Trichy, Ooty, 

Kodamanal, Coimbatore. Mysore 
and Bangalore. With the start 
and finim in Madras. 


THE PRIZES 

First prize for four 
wheeiers~Rs. 51,000/-. And 
for two wheelers—Rs. 26,000/- 
Total prize money—a whopping 
2 iakhsi 

A rally so tough, you've got 
to get moving...rlght now. 

Organized by the MMSC and 
sponsored by 
Hydrauiiee Ltd., 
makers of 

Armstrong Shock Absorbers. 
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A quick questionnaire 
for any one baween 8 and 80 
male or female, married or sinffe 


irYOOCAHA18WB R"YB8"ro 
8 (XIT CV 4 or fHISI QUISTiQHS 


TOV DO HOI HAVE TO TALK TO 
THE EOT WHO OELIVEBSIOQB 
HEW8PAPER AT TOUR DOORSTEP 


1 . 

Z. 

3. 

4. 


Os Snndar moraliit, doM jrow MMraiMpw up lo your axiieclattoiii 1 

Do Kkndbwaai Sbq^ KnMip Myar, Baiaii Danmala. M. V. KaaMlb 
and mhar cidafatttiaa vtatt you avary Sunday T 

Doaa Nnian li^ tolva your paraonal proMam a , and can you cOnaoil 
Or. ILWa^ (or your allniwita avary Sunday? ^ 

Da your klda grab your Sunday papar baforo you cap? 


TlSDHOa 

YESDHOn 

TBSOHOn 

TisaHoa 


ffyour answer to any three of the above questions is NO, then U*s 
time you had a word toith your newspaper bey ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDAY MlD-DA Y every Sundqy to make your Sunday complete, 
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AUSTRALIA IN ENGLAND 


By Pat Gibson 


England can make this 
a summer ^ 

of success i 


E ngland are on their way to re¬ 
gaining the Ashes because skip 
per David Gower s problems are in • 
hnitely less than Allan Border s 

Gower still has plenty on his 
mind - not least his own batting 
form with the selectors dpe to re¬ 
consider his position after the se 
cond Cornhill Test, at Lord's 

But the greater burden weighing 
heavily on Australia captain 
Border, was there for all to see as 
England scrambled home by five 
wickets with 13 2 overs to spare at 
Headingley 

With the scores level. Border put 
down a dolly of a catch at mid- 
wicket to spare Peter Willey acute 
embarrassment and deprive Jeff 
Thomson of his 200th wicket in 
what was conceivably the last Test 
for both of them 

Then, as if in acknowledgement 
of everything that had gone wrong 
for Australia at the very start of the 
six-match series Border admitted 
I was thinking about other things 
at the time' 

Border knew as well as anybody 
that England shuld have won rather 
more comfortably than they even¬ 
tually did on a pitch that gave 
Australia a better chance to reveal 
their fast bowling supremacy than 
will any of the others 

The fact is, that until Geoff 
Lawson - admittedly far from 
match fit after his viral infection - 
and the gallant Simon O’Donnell 
summoned up a last desperate ef 
fort on the final afternoon they had 
bowled as badly as England’s 
seamers 

On top of that, England's batting, 
so much stronger for the arrival of 
Tim Robinson, who was rightly ad¬ 
judged man of the match, the field¬ 
ing and the very presence of the re¬ 


vitalised Ian Botham made them a 
far superior all-round side 

And now, I believe that if the 
selectors managed to pick the best 
eleven - which means a balanced 
attack with two seamers and two 
spinners plus Botham - England 
can make this a summer of suc¬ 
cess 

In the final analysis, it was off- 
spinner John Emburey who 
clinched the first Test with his higly 
professional five for 82 in 43 4 
overs when the seamers again 
threatened to make a hash of 4 

You could hardly blame Botham, 
who finished Australia's first in 
nings with three wickets In four 
balls and took four vital second'in^ 
nmgs wickets But Norman Cowans 
and Paul Allott managed just four 
wickets between them at a comsK: 
binedcostof 259 xglllllipl 

They were so profligat^^Mnn 
that after Cowans had ^Wxed 
David Boom with the sixth ball of 
the day, Wayne Phillips and O'Don¬ 
nell were able to put on 80 in 98 
minutes and threaten a Headingley 
comeback of 1981 Botham propor¬ 
tions 

Botham himself made the 
breakthrough by having O'Donnell 
caught behind and when he tempt¬ 
ed Phillips to sky a catch to mid- 
wicket after making 91 m 191 
minutes, Emburey quickly wrapped 
up the tail 

England were left to ,s6pre 123 to 
win in a minimum of 50 oveVs - and 
Graham Gooch and Robinson made 
It look like a formality with 44 off 
the first 12 

But then Lawson, looking much 
more like his normal belligerent 
self, bowled Robinson throu^ t h^ 
gate to give Gower theopportunifflf 
to lead his side to his niLlestyiC' 


^avid Gower’s problems are 
Infinitely less than 
Allan Border’s 







David Gower and Tim Robinson (left) Celebrate England’s vlcton/ In the first Test against Australia at 
Headingley. Robinson was awarded the Man of the Match for fils 175 runs 


tory in England. 

But Gower could not take it. He 
had made just five when he edged 
the persevering O'Donnell and was 
Well caught by Border at second 
slip. 

O'Donnell also claimed Gooch, 
leg before for 28 in similar fashion 
to his first innings dismissal, but 
Lamb calmed England's nerves by 
getting off the mark with two suc¬ 
cessive fours to top 2,000 runs in 
his 33rd Test. 

Australia kept battling away for 
Lawson to have, Mike Gatting 
caught behind and O’Donnell to 
bowl a strangely subdued Botham, 
but Lamb completed the job - albeit 
in biaarre circumstances. 

FirsL Border dropped that simple 
catoh from Willey and then Lamb, 
goirtg tor the winding hit, hooked, 
O’Owtiell over-'^ long*leg where 
. Aol^twe of taking 

, as. invading 

Sviriarmed ariMnd him. -. 


MAD DOGS AND 
ENGLISHMEN! 

By Alla n Thompson __ 

• I N THE colour^l lang^ge of Eng¬ 


land captain David Gower, "rnad 
dogs" invaded the Headingley pitch 
at the end of the Test match. 

In a m’ore sedate style, Peter 
Lush, Test and County Cricket 
Board spokesman, said: "It was a 
small minority. Apart from isolated 
incidents the general pattern of be¬ 
haviour among cricket crowds is 
first rate." 

Both of them are right. 

It would be hysterical to over¬ 
react to a gang of late'-teenagers 
fightirtg among themselves for the 
stumps and bails used in a meOior- 
able match. 

'■'i 

But it would be criminal to under¬ 
react The threat to cricket, now 
that the Headingiev invasion was 
exposed to .millions on teleidtjfoii is 


that fools elsewhere will follow the 
lead. 

And cricket must not be allowed 
to drift down the same path as 
soccer, 

Lush says: "It is difficult to know 
how to cope with this sort of situa¬ 
tion." Australian captain, Allan 
Border, asks: "How can it be 
prevented?'' 

Phrases of that nature were used 
over 20 years ago in a different 
context....When the first toilet rolls; 
were hurled onto football pitches,,! 
when thp first light bulbs were bro-| 
ken on football special trains 

No one needs reminding wherd 
'that trail has finally led, but footbaU 
men were saying then, as Pete,f 
l^ush said yesterday: "Fencing in r* 
the pitches is the last resort. Whi 
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*Tm happy to 
prove my worth*’ 


By David Gower 

■ CANNOT agree with the pressure 
being put on the selectors to re¬ 
solve the England captaincy issue 
before the second Test 

That may sound odd coming 
from me but I am perfectly happy 
with the situation 

It IS not uncommon for England 
captains to be appoirAed for part'of 
the summer series and the selec¬ 
tors obviously have very good rea 
sons to do that 

I was appointed for the Texaco 
Trophy internationals and the first 
two Tests and they should stick to 
that It would seem very odd - the 
selectors bowed to media pressure, 
or even public pressure, and did 
something different now 

The chairman Peter May has 
made it clear a decision will be 
made after Lords but I will not be 
thinking about that during the se¬ 
cond Test if I can help it 

It does not make it more difficult 
for me I know the job I have to do 
as captain and I accept that as a 
batsman I need to score runs 

That does not change because I 
am not appointed for the third Test 

It does not cause extra pressure 
Test matches are full of pressure 
anyway and you don t get time to 
worry about what may happen 
afterwards 



John Emburfi/... Mb was a vital 
contribution for England 

very distinct advantage We are 1 -0 
up But no one expects the Austra 
lians to roll over 


They gave us a tremendous 
match at Leeds without their lead¬ 
ing batsman Allan Border making a 
significant contribution and with 
their leading bowler Geoff Lawson 
not bowling as well as expected 
That IS not likely to happen again 

As for us, there is obviously room 
for improvement as wdll 

The criticism of our first day 
bowling was justified Our pace at¬ 
tack was not disciplined enough 
and my attacking field placings 
were probably too ambitious, al¬ 
lowing the Australians too many 
runs 


We start the second Te^t with a _ But the England dres sing room 

MAD DOGS... ' fromp 9 


we must try to improve is the stan 
dard of stewarding 

Too true But David Gower hit the 
nail on the head when he said It's ^ 
a problem that is not going away ' 
and It IS one for the authorities to 
sort out 

And sort it out they most - quick¬ 
ly Simply because cricket crowds 
In the past have not required a great 
deal of control does not mean the 
game will enjoy that happy state for 
ever Or indeed for much longer 

Jack Bailey, secretary of MCC, 
gays that at lord's'tbr the second 
Test "we will appeal to the oncket* 
tWibg public to act reasonably " 


I have no doubt they will, just as 
the football-loving public acts rea¬ 
sonably But there is a minority 
,, preoccupied with aggression 
» 

Pray God and Lord s that fencing 
IS never required to protect our 
cricketers, as it is elsewhere in the 
iVorld 

Anyone who strays onto the 
pitch in future must be caught and 
severely dealt with in court 

Lancashire have for years been in 
a position tp prosepute for trespass 
anyone runnma on to the field at 
Old Trafford Alt other Teat grounds 
must take atmilar {precautions . 


remained relaxed and confident, 
particularly with Robinson playing 
so well 

When someone does a job for 
you like he did in scoring 175 it 
shows the art of Test cricket has 
not been forgotten entirely 

It IS not often a spinner takes five 
wickets in a Teat innmgs these 
days, particularly at Headingley, but 
that IS what John Emburey did 

It was a vital contribution and I 
think our original selection was 
justified 

People suggested Phil Edmonds 
or an extra seam bowler should 
have been playing but I don't regret 
our choice of an extra batsman to 
cope with the Leeds wicket 

You pick sides to suit the condi¬ 
tions and circumstances that you 
would encounter in a j^articular 
match That IS what we did and that 
IS what we now have to do for the 
Lord's Test 


IM delighted the rest of the 
country has now realised how good 
a player Tim Robinson is 

The few of us involved with the 
tour of India last winter discoverec* 
what an asset he can be to EnglisR 
cricket, while he was sconng 160 
in his second Test and averaging 
63 in the senes ^ 


Robbo has worked his own play 
out for himself He knows what he 
can and cannot do and thinks 
deeply about his game 

He IS a phlegmatic character witl^ 
a good sense of humour, and whHe 
he may not be one of the most bois^ 
terous members of the dressing 
room, I know he's enjoying bemg 
part of the England set-up. 

He IS doing more than his fair 
share at the moment for the team, 
but he IS the type of player who has 
that hunger for runs which means 
he will never give anything awdy 

Once he has reached one 
he'll set another, then another. 


Stable opening parthershtps an 
important fof eyen the stronj 
batting l^upi 
nicetbtfiAthd 
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One-Up O'Donnell The Austraiian allrouiider gets through Jan Botham s lazjf, forward prod to knock the 

off stump off its base Botham, who otherwise made a brilliant return to Test crlacet, made onh) 12 in ttw se- 
< ond innings 


FtCS GRAHAM MORRIS 
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3 wickets in 4 balls 


O N Juntf 14, 198B, the second 
day of the Headingley Test in 
the Yorkshire city of Leeds, Austra¬ 
lia lost their last four wickets in the 
first innings for five runs in ten balls 
in a stunning post-lunch collapse 
Er^land's Ian Botham being the 
principal destroyer with three of 
those vyickets in four consecutive 
deliveries 

Botham first induced a well-set 
Greg Ritchie, going strong on 46, to 
deflect an injudicious attempt at a 
hook-shot onto his stumps with the 
fourth ball of his 29th over, and 
then trapped Simon O'Donnell leg- 
before with his very next delivery - 
a first ball dismissal for poor Simon 
on his Test debut Geoff Lawson 
managed to survive the last ball of 
the over to avert Bothams hat- 
trick After Paul Allott disposed off 
Lawson at the other end, Botham 
brought the innings to an abrupt 
end by bowling Craig McDermott 
with the first ball of a fresh over 

When I heard this dramatic bit of 
Test history a little later in a B B C 
sports report (unfortunately no ball- 
by-ball commentary this year), me¬ 
mory at onCe winged back to Ravi 
Shastn's sensational Test debut at 
Wellington in February 1981, when 
he captured three wickets in four 
balls to terminate New Zealand s 
second innings with the third, fifth 
and Sixth deliveries of his third and 
final over, in much the same way as 
he brought to an end the first in¬ 


nings also by grabbing the last two 
wickets with successive balls - the 
first and sixth deliveries of his 28th 
over 

It virtually amounted to the 
astounding fact that Ravi Shastri 
claimed five wickets in the space of 
just 20 delivenes, to finish with fi¬ 
gures of three for 54 m 28 overs 
and three for nine in three overs on 
his first Test appearance He had 
earlier taken his first Test wicket 
(Jeremy Coney) in his 18th over, at 
which stage he had conceded 40 
runs What a memorable start to a 
great career' 

Of course, the bowling feat of 
taking three wickets in four balls is 
by no means a rare occurrence It 
has happened often enough It ail 
began, significantly enough in 
August 1882 over a hundred years 
ago at The Oval in cricket history s 
ninth Test which gave birth to the 
legend of the 'The Ashes' when that 
demon Aussie fast bowler, F R 
Spofforth, ended England s second 
innings on 77 by capturing the last 
three wickets in four balls to give 
Australia a narrow seven-run vic¬ 
tory, and 'The Sporting Times 
came out the next morning with 
that famous Obituary, bemoaning 
the death of English Cricket, the 
body to be cremated and the ashes 
taken to Australia 

It was this self-same magnificent 
Spofforth, with his forbiddingly 



liavl 8hoatrl,„fivt wtcketH) Ifi tfte tpace jfOdeftiierfae 


saturnine visage and flashing eyes 
and a ferocious will to win, who had 
performed Test cricket's first-ever 
hat-tnck three seasons earlier at 
the Melbourne in January 1879 
(the third Test in the annals of 
cricket), and he was again to claim 
three wickets in four balls at 
Sydney ip Feburary 1885 in cncket 
history's 19th Test - all of them 
between England and Australia 

In all, 15 howlers, seven English¬ 
men (Bates at Melbourne 1882-83, 
Briggs at Sydney 1891-92, Lohm- 
ann at Port Elizabeth l895-‘96, 
Hearne at Headingley 1899, Ailom 
at Christchurch 1929-30, Goddard 
at Johannesburg 1938-39, Loader 
at Headingley 1957), four Austra¬ 
lians (Spofforth at Melbourne 
1878-79, Trlimble at Melbourne 
1901-02 and again at Melbourne 
1903-04, Matthews m each in¬ 
nings of Old Trafford 1912 Test. 
Kline at Cape Town 1957-58), two 
West Indians (Hall at Lahore 1958- 
59 Gibbs at Adelaide 1960-61), a 
South African (Griffin at Lord's 
1960), and a New Zealander (Peth- 
erick at Lahore 1976-77) - have 
performed the hat-trick 17 times, 
Hugh Trumble and Matthews hav¬ 
ing done so twice 

In fact, the AuSsie Tom Matth¬ 
ews holds an absoiu|ely unique re¬ 
cord He IS the only bowlero 
achieve trnment claimed that 62% 
of the voters had cast |heir yotes 
and more than 97% of the cast 
votes were in favour of Gen 
Zia being President of Pakistan and 
what had he to say about it The 
answer was as anticipated It was 
the greatest fraud, and people 
should be ashamed of the character 
of those involved When his party 
decided to boycott th^ voting, a 
memo was issued, and it was made 
a cognizabls offence, punishateS 
with fine amounting to Rs 5 lakhs 
and three years rigorous imprison¬ 
ment also 

Gen Zia claims that he is a rhan 
sent by God to rescue his peopis ft 
IS his tan statement that he is the 
first leader to fulfill the pu^ibse'of 
Pakistan His supporters say that 
sovereignity over the entire uni^ 
verse bteongs to Allah piprte^ and > 
his authority is eMros^’cy^eenH 
by tes choitert 












By Beverley Grant 



He may be poised to snatch the Wimbledon crown from Mac the Mbufh, but 
smiling still isn't part of Ivan Lendl's game. 


H e is called the Iron Man of 
•tennis, a former card-carrying 
communist who is now an un¬ 
ashamed capitalist. His accumulat¬ 
ed winnings of more than £5 mil- 
;lion are safely invested ih property 
^and other shrevvd dusiness deals. 

j But Ivin Lendl remains someth- 
jing of a mystery in tennis circles. 

U He has already unsettled his arch 
'ai John Mc^roe this year by 
Wihnins three successive Nabisco 
Inland rrtx titids in sS many weeks 
jdOthree.different.surfacaa. 

hO- Jdoks likelier than 

indtc^ tha 

thd Mouth." 

' Vjbaoh nkskndmad "OW 

M ■■ 



fraternity because of his r^ctance 
to reveal anything about hia private 
life, and his serious attitude both on 
and off the court. 

Here then, are 20 facts about the 
enigmatic Czech that may surprise 
even the "experts". 

1 He was born in the Moravian 
mining town of Osuava, 12 
miles from the Polish border, in 
March 1960. His parents Were 
both outstanding players, - his 
father, Jari, was a lavyysr with 
the Czech Tennis Federation, 
while hia mother, Oiga, reach^ 
the l^mtor Two spot jm the 
national rankings. ^ ; 

2, Vwott ivah was 
. cdim as a toddtlr. 


mother tied him to, the net post 
on a iength of rope. He has 
been tied to the game ever 
since. 

3. He played his first international 
for Czechoslovakia against Pol-, 
and when he was 12.' 

4. ' He met feHow Czech champion' 

Martina Navratikwa for the first 
time when she was 16... and he 
was her ban boy at the Czech 
championships. 

5. In 1979, his first Ml season as 
a professional, hs rose to 2Sth 

, on the Association of. Ten' is 
Professionals’computer: 

6. A year later he yvas the must 
talkad-abdut young pro tm the 
tennis circuit. He ^ayed in 37, 










‘Old Stone Face' Lendl contemplating the line of action for Wimbledon ’85. 


competitions and wdn seven 
tournaments, as well as leading 
his country to victory in the 
Davis Cup, 

7. Outside tennis, his great love is 
golf. He plays left-handed regu¬ 
larly scores in the low 80s. and 
his great hero is Jack Nicklaus. 
"We re good pals," Lendl says. 
"We gel together whenever 
out scnedules permit and we 
give each other tips." He claims 
it is easier playing left-handed 
because "it feels right to play 
goU shots like a double-handed 
back hand." 

8 Ivan IS also a keen chess player. 
His father is a master of the 
game 

9, The Iron Man needs his beauty 
sleep - he is often out for the 
count for anything up to 15 
hours and he explains; "It all 
depends wherd I've travelled 
and how many matches I've 
played. My. theory is that if you 
sleep long enough to regain 
your physical strength, - you II 
do all right!" 

to. tast year Lendl took a tip from 
Martina Navratilova and wont 
on a special diet - no red meat, 
no fats, no salt, no eggs. It was 
devised by New York specialist 
Or. Robert Haas and it had an 
. almost immediate effect, hran 
said: "I feel great. I have a 
higher energy level and there la 


no food I am missing. I used to 
have steak for lunch and din¬ 
ner. fJow I don't even like it." 

11. Lendl does not tolerate fools 
gladly and has no mean intel¬ 
lect himself. He speaks six 
languages fluently and perfect¬ 
ed his English by reading 
Agatha Christie novels. 

12. ADIDAS, the world's leading 
sports goods company, use 
lend! in an advertising cam¬ 
paign.with the slogan. ‘When 
your name's Ivan, you can't 
afford to look terrible." They 
are the first to admit he is diffi¬ 
cult to deal with - but they be¬ 
lieve he is the best. 

13. He neither smokes nor drinks 
and says; "That’s .why you , 
won't find my name on the. 
face of a packet of cigarettes 
or on the l^bet of a bottle of 
booze." 

14. He says he is not superstitious 
but vvili only use a racket once. 
Because, he says, he likes the 
tension to be the seme every 
time and there is no wav'you , 
can have that if you doh t use 
newly-strung rackets. 

16. The two players he admires 
most are jimmy Connoceiand 
Bjorn Borg; Connors because 
he is stKI playino^^iHfhgugh he ' 
is over 30, and Borg because 
. he had the strengh to sty, at' 


26; "1 don't enjoy it. The whole 
world can stand on its ears but 
I'm retiring." 

16. Lendl is the only player who 
has warned John McEnroe not 
to try anything with him on 
’ court, McEnroe has not. 


17. Sports writers may not agree, 
but Lendl says his tactics are 
more mental than physical. He 
says; "If I suspect my opponent 
knows something about me 
which I don't like then I try to 
think of some strategy which 
would inhibit him from using 
those tactics. If I fail, I have 
get tougher in my play " 

18. Last year he was ranked as 
Number One tennis player in 
the world because he had won 
68 out of 81 matches the pre¬ 
vious year. But he has never, 
won the US Open - or Wirnble- 
doii. 


19 . 


20 . 


-Its 


Lendl says a^^ fie wants, from - 
life are happiness and aatisfac- 
,tion, "At present that maifi-; 
fasts itself in tennis. Later it's 
going to be my family ,of„ 1^1' 
decide todo some.Othef buste- 
e$s, or job, Yhen it may be, my 
vyprk and my femity together.'^.- 

{van disagrees with fM : 

whp. proclaim you shtH^dJc^it;; 
at yt^r peric. Me eays: "Til r*— 
no ionger. 









WEEK ONE OF A CAPTIVATING NEW SERIES 



Borg walks a tightrope 
of high drama 


Christopher Hilton recaptures Centre Court’s greatest finals 


J OHN McENROE stood for a long 
moment moving hts body in 
gentle undulations to relax the 
muscles. 

As he did, a dignified, sonorous 
English voice announced; "Six 
games all. The tie break now comes 
into operation," 

McEnroe prepared to serve. As 
he stooped, he bounced the ball 
twice, just as he always did. He 
didn't need any announcement to 
tell him: Six games all, fourth set, 
Bjorn Borg leading two sets to one. 
The 1980 final would hinge on this 
tie-break. 

Borg, restless on the base line as 
he waited, did a controlled tap 
dance - to relax the muscles. 

McEnroe rose, his body now 
making the motions of a windmillin 
a storm, served, gasped with the 
effort. Th.e ball went full and hard 
into the net. 

The whole Centre Court exhaled. 
Borg returned the second service 
then tried a lob but McEnroe killed it 
mercilessly. 

One-love to McEnroe. 

Borg, his loose, cascading hair 
barely held captive by a white head- 
band, his mournful face masked by 
a dark goatee beard, served and 
McEnroe thrust a backhand into the 
net "Yes!" the crowd cried. 

One all. 

Borg service: They were sucked 
into a rally, the pace building until 
McEnroe sliced a backhand into the 
net He clutched his racket in both 
hands, pressed it against the side of 
his head. He was angry with him¬ 
self. 

Ewo-one to Borg 

McEnroe service: He moved 
quickly to the net for the return, 
fssNoried a perfect stop volley. 

. Two M. 

V. ^^rjrqee^j^ Hie bu**' of 


overflowed his red headband, his 
face still had the plumpness of 
youth. The ball went fast down the 
centre line. Borg reached instinc¬ 
tively, could do no more than net it. 

Two-three to McEnroe 


Borg service: McEnroe came to¬ 
wards the net, spooned it across 
court - a winner. No. It was an inch 



Jr^Mc^roe.^ ferocious aervice 


wide. He clamped his right hand 
over his mouth. 

Three all 

Borg service: It went deep, raised 
a sudden flurry of chalk. McEnroe 
reached for it and his forced back¬ 
hand went out. 

Four-three to Borg 

McEnroe service: He gasped with , 
the effort again. It was a ferocious ^ 
service wide to Borg's backhand. 
Borg's whole body was drawn. He 
hit it. Too long. ' 

Four all. 

McEnroe service: They rallied, 
thrusting, probing and Borg tried to 
pass him on the right. McEnroe, at 
the net like a predator, lunged. The 
ball struck the tip of his racket, 
went back over the net. Out. 

Five-four to Borg. 

Borg service: McEnroe returned. 
Borg scooped the ball off his feet 
but straight to McEnroe who 
played a table tennis backhand 
smash, ail wrist into an empty acre 
of court. He walked away, urgently 
lifting and dipping his head, saying 
to himself: "Yes, yes, yes." 

f/ve all 

Borg service: It was heavy with 
top spin and rose, snarling at 
McEnroe, forcing him to play an 
awkward backhand on tip-toe. Borg 
drove across the baseline, making 
him hit the return limply into the 
net. 

Six- five to Borg. Championship 
pointi 

McEnroe service: He stood away, 
lazily bouncing a ball, composing 
himself. The same sonorous voice 
said: "Quiet, please." 

. McEnroe served deep, Borg's 
flowing forehand sent it back and 
McEnroe, there at the net, chipped 
it over. Borg was nowhere. Help¬ 
lessly he watched the ball die in a 
series of small bounces. 



HOW THE TIE BREAK WORKS 


A TIE-BREAK comes into operation when a set reaches six 
games all. The player who would have served in the thirteenth 
game serves first He serves once After that, each player serves 
twice consecutively The winner is the first to reach seven 
points, but if the score goes to six points all, two clear points are 
needed to win 


Six all 

McEnroe serve* Borg passed him 
with a powerful two-handed back¬ 
hand McEnroe grunted 

Seven six to Borg Championship 
point' 

Borg service A McEnroe back¬ 
hand had him leaping and lunging 
off balance and as he hit the ball 
into the net he pirouetted on one 
foot, fell and rolled on his back 

Seven all 

Borg service McEnroe returned 
Borg chipped McEnroe hammered 
It back past him, an absolute 
winner McEnroe, half crouched 
clenched his fists Yes, yes, yes 

Eight seven to Mr bnroe Set 
point' 

McEnroe service It went to 
Borg s forehand, Borg smashed at 
It, McEnroe stretched, missed it fell 
heavily, face down, splayed, his 
racket discarded in the fall He 
stood shook his head No. no no 

Eight all 

McEnroe service He killed Borg s 
high backhand return 

Nine eight to McEnroe Set point' 

Borg service It lifted, McEnroe 
returned it so tamely that Borg 
tucked It safely away down the line 

Nine all 

Borg service McEnroe suddenly 
didn t control his backhand and it 
sailed unmolested, high and out 

Ten nine to Borg Championship 
point' 

McEnrge service; ft* Sliced across 
Borg, hevensed it was tow, struck 
at It with that two-handed back¬ 
hand, but It went wide 

Ten all 

McEnroe service Borg tried to 
pass him, but McEnroe was already 
at the net The ball clipped the nm 
of his racket, flew on past him 
McEnroe turned away, his face 
torment and anguish 

Eleven ten to Borg Championship 
point' 

Borg service They rallied and 
McEnroe played a gentle backhand 
- It was never intended to be a 
winner 

It thumpied the top of the net, 
dribbled over Borg - stranded, 
impotent - watched 

Eleven all 

Borg service. It pushed McEnroe 
wide to the right on t.he baseline. 
Bora chipped the return to the left, 
Monroe set off in mad pursuit, just 
reached it. hh it into the net. 


Twelve 1 / to Borg Champion 
ship point' 

McEnroe service It went to 
Borgs forehand, Borg returned it 
straight to him and he volleyed it 
into the open court 

Twelve all 

McEnroe service Borg returned it 
and moved towards the centre of 
the court but McEnroe twisted 
contorted his body and placed the 
ball exactly where Borg had been 
standing 

Thirteen 1 to McEnroe Set 
pairH' 

Borg service It trapped McEnroe 
on the baseline and his backhand 
passing shot went in to the net 

Thirteen all 

Borg service McEnroe reached a 
long way on his backhand cut it 
back and Borg, running hard to 
wards the net netted it 


Tourteen 13 to McEnroe Set 
point' 



Bfom Borg... Wimbledon champ 
fortheMthtlmi 


McEnroe servtge He had Borg at 
full stretch, knew Borg would have 
to return it to the middle of the 
court McEnroe got there at the 
same instant as the ball, despat¬ 
ched It with a forehand prod It 
was just toe wide 

Fourteen all 

McEnroe service Borg returned, 
McEnroe - still the predator at the 
net - pushed it softly over, out of 
reach 

Filteen 14 to McEnroe Setpoint' 

Borg service It danced down the 
line and McEnroe lost concentra¬ 
tion, hit his backhand return wide - 
not far wide but wide 

Fifteen all 

Borg service Borg lifted 
McEnroes return a slow tantaiis 
ing backhand across the court 
McEnroe sprinted the width of the 
court to get it, played a devastating 
forehand down the line at full 
gallop Borg was nowhere 
McEnroe raised his arms fists 
clenched Yes, yes, yes 

Sixteen 1to McFnroc Setpoint' 

McEnroe service Borg sent it 
straight back at him but McEnroe 
spooned a simple backhand out 

Sixteen all 

McEnroe service Borg whipped a 
forehand towards the edge of the 
court, McEnroe had no chance A 
clean winner No, it was out - not 
far out, but out 

Seventeen 16 to McEnroe Set 
point' 

Borg service His head dipped, he 
bounced the ball seven times .He 
was ready He served down the line, 
McEnroe lifted a backhand and 
Borg came at it tried to flick a fore¬ 
hand just over the net 

It went low into the net 

Fourth set to McEnroe! 

There was no jubiliation on either 
face as they moved off toyvsrde the 
chairs. No smile, even. It had «c- 
haustsd and sturmed both 

Boi^ parrw back, took the fifth set 
andhis^hWimbi^^iilNI- 








Virginia’s finest 


hour 


By Christopher Hilton 

S HE DROVE from her flat in 
Belgravia She drove an ageing 
unremarkable Rover, just one ^f 
many cars moving through south 
west London towards Wimbledon 

On that journey she had time to 
reflect Months before when the 
season was beginning, she'd talked 
with friends and said maybe she d 
never win the one she wanted most 
of all from 15 years Of trying 

One of those friends - Jerry 
Teeguarden who was coaching her 
- said bluntly Well if you feel like 
that, what arg you bothering to play 
at all tor? Virginia Wade replied 
"OK but this could be my last 
chance 

Now just after 11‘a m on Friday 
July 1 1977 she drove carefully 
towards the final She felt stiff That 
was the lingering after-effect of her 
gruelling semi-final where she had 
beaten Chris Evert It would pass 

She knew, as she drove, that she 
would have to face one of the most 
emotional moments in all British 
sport 

It was the year of the Queen s 
Jubilee and for once the nation was 
at peace with itself 

And Ginny was in the final, Ginny 
so essentially English, polite ele 
gant, diffident, adored at Wimble 
don and far beyond 

She knew the Queen would be 
there, in the royal box She parked 
the car. went .to the players res 
taurant She made herself eat be 
cause I Jtnew I would be hungry 
when I played I struggled to get 
through a salad For her it was 
ordinary ritual 


She Vvas ready She went to a 
small room - rather like a doctor s 
wartirtg room - and sat From this 
room she would go out on to the 
Centre Court 


Igiejtibe, he^ ,set her opponent 
Rotterdam, 6ft Jm, 
blast iSoybodv 
her 


They said little They forced plea¬ 
santries Wade remembers that 
You didn t even feet like passing 
the time of day 

Then they were called 

Virginia Wade appeared and 'the 
sound was a shock The place 
erupted I walked through the door 
and everyone erupted ' 

It was as if the 14,000 on Centre 


Court having (^acided to surrender, 
to emotion, now surrendered total¬ 
ly 

And the Queen, m pink, check 
coat as hat, watched 


Virginia Wade sat alone for a 
tong time She had disciplined her-- 
self to concentrate with such 
ferocity that it, was close to 


meditation' . , ^ 

Then they began Wade seemed 







nervous. Stove seemecf awesome, 
tiriving Wade all around the court 
Her game was of the utmost simpli¬ 
city She hit winners or she hit 
losers Now she was hitting win 
ners 

She lead 5-4 and served for the 
first set She double-faulted 
Uproar She clamed herself She 
could feel "the crowd trying to pull 
Virginia round/ She volleyed and 
won. volleyed and \X/on again 

First set to Miss Stove. 6-4' 

It had lasted precisely 37 min 
utes 

At that instant, Virginia Wade 
was certainty the calmest person at 
Wimbledon She was absolutely 
certain she would win 


Stove doublerfaulted and Wade 
was just a pbint away. But it didn't 
happen Stove served a winner 
3-1 

And Stove broke Wade's service 
after Wade's concentration had 
been upret when the umpire over¬ 
ruled a linesman who called a Stove 
forehand out 

Would Wade crack? 

Stove 'started blasting again on 
her own service. 3-3 Wade thou 
ghts veiV clearly; This is it She dug 
deep into herself, drew on all those 
long years of being a very good 
tennis player And suddenly every 
thing went right. 

She took the seventh, eighth and 
ninth games 

Second set to Miss Wade, 6-3' 


crowd. Shte went 4-0 up.'Sfove 
clawed one game back - buf s^o; 
was broken. Some ■ rftade - four 
horrific errors, 5-1 

The Queen took out her gloves 
and put them on, ready for the pre-, 
sentation 

Stove served. At 15-30 she 
hammered a forehand volley into 
the net. 15-40. Two match points 
to Wade 

Stove "hit a really good volley. I 
was so hyped up I thought I could 
do anything i ran for it, hit a fore¬ 
hand I slipped, I went bang on the 
floor'-' 30-40 

Stove served Wade hit it on the 
forehand and she knew it was a 
winner It went down the line., 


Nothing which had happened in 
that first set had altered anything 
No matter that the crowd thought 
her nervous. She wasn't 

She served first in the second 
set, Three service winners - just 
like that. Now Stove served. It went 
to deuce and Stove volleyed into 
the net. Wade two games up. She 
held her service. Wade three games 
up 

The crowd were being drawn on 
a rack. "The strangest situation on 
emotional occasions is that the 
crowd are very and at tense 
moments they go absolutely silent. 
That IS stunning " 

Wade could have been four ud - 


The third set ought to have been 
another turn of the rack. But those 
last three games of the second set 
had created an impetus all of their 
own 

"The first game of the third, I got 
really rolling, the adrenalin was 
flowing like mad. The crowd were 
roaring and roaring 

"I went into a trance. She was 
getting smaller and smaller all the 
time and I was getting bigger I 
could actually feel the adrenalin 
because the ball was getting bigger 
and bigger, too " 

Stove was brushed aside. From 
somewhere inside the trance. 
Wade smiled repeatedly at the 



Game set and match to Miss 
Wade, 4-6,6-3. 6-1' 

Wade leapt into the air and for a 
fleeting fraction of a second her 
face was contorted with triumph 
and release. She ran wildly to {he 
net to shake hands. 

In 'the royal box the Duchess of 
Kent gave a, two-handed victory 
salute 

The roaring turned to singing 
Land of Hope and Glory 

They rolled the carpet out, lined 
up the ball boys, let. the photo¬ 
graphers arrange themselves. Now 
the crowd were singing "For She's 
a Jolly Good Fellow" And "Rule 
Britannia." 

The Queen came down, and the 
tumult grew and grew She spoke 
The noise was *80 great that 
honestly I didn't hear what she 
said " 

Then Wade held up the salver. 
That was the great^moment ^ 

There were two others; tHit they- 
■ were more private and even more 
touching Neither concerned Vir¬ 
ginia Wade, Stove, forgotten al¬ 
ready, went back to the dressing 
room She remembers that; "A 
certain Mrs. Fraser was very kind 
and made me a cup of tea." . 

The British fre like that It 
touched Betty Stove a great deal. 

She lingered "I didn't realty vwant- 
to go to the .charripions' dinner, 
When 1 left the All England cfub* 
house about 9,30 that night;- there 
were stjll^^about 40, people waiting. 

As 1 got into the paf.thdV S8.ng,‘ 
For She's a Jolly Good Fe^lJbw 

■' ' ■ 

And she was dnven, off jjt rhpeit 
have bean; a .Iptiely jQMrney;^., Ste 
' riight- have sensdst-thlii 
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An occasipn to cherish 

By f^.N. Sundaresan 


T he Tamil Nadu Crickat Associa- 
tloti'a thou^tfut geature to 
honour the am living memtora of 
the Madras team vinich played the 
inaugural Rartji Trophy champion¬ 
ship match against Madras in 1934 
provided relief to the general rou¬ 
tine of the fifty-fifth Annual Day 
celebrations of the Association 
held at the Chidambaram Stadium 
on June 16 


The historic occasion, consider¬ 
ing the magnificent proportions to 
wnich the championship had 
grown in 62 years, has also proved 
to be an unique one, as the match 
started and ended in a single day on 
November 4, with Madras register¬ 
ing an innings victory 

As octogenarian C Ramaswamy 
and the five septugenarions - M J 
Gopalan, A G Ram Singh, P S 
Ramachandran, A V Krishnaswami 
and S V T Chariambled up the dais 
cautiously to recieve mementoes 
from Mr Bansi Lai, the Union Rail¬ 
ways Minister who presided, 
members in the audience of my 
generation, who had seen that 
inaugural match and had savoured 
of their cricket in their heydays, 
were visibly moved 

Left-handed Ramaswamy, the 
third son of the late Buchi Babu 
Naidu, patron-saint of Madras 
cricket, physically strong to wield a 
very heavy bat, used to scatter the 
bowling with his daring strokeplay, 
which mads him quite popular with 
the crowd 

If Ramu had been playing toda.y 
he would be an automatic choice 
for the one-day internationals That 
he had built this propensity to 
attack on sound technique Ramu 
demonstrated in no uncertain fash¬ 
ion when he played excellent 
knocks agginst the creaih of Eng¬ 
lish bowling in two Tests during the 
tour. A disciplinarian who 
never tried,jto mince words Ramu 
also represented India in Oavis Cup 
tennis 


A rough all-rounder as he started 
hw flyst class cricket Gopalan, who 
bowled fast-medium, had among 
his victims the famous English 
opening pair of Jack Hobbs and 
Herbert Sutcliffe On the fast 
Chepauk pltclv-he, clean bowled 
boim Of them. By the time of his exit 

a SiophlstScated 
sj ■ fieitofmences 

i up his 


popularity among the public Gopa¬ 
lan also represented India in hock¬ 
ey In the inaugural Ranji match he 
took three for 20 in the Mysore 
second innings ^ 

After providing what has turned 
out to be a most auspicious start to 
the championship by delivering the 
first ball Gopalan stepped aside, so 
to say, to allow Ram Singh to take 
over and lead his teams to an 
innings victory with his left-arm 
spin bowling 

For this Ram Singh deserves a 
special pat in addition to the 


Singh opening the bowling with 
Gopalan in both Mysore Innings* 
and running through the batting, 
Ramachandran did not get a 
chance to bowl at all A rather 
strange debut for himl 

AV Krishnaswamy was a fine 
striker of the baH with a penchant 
for the book strokes He Opened the 
innings and straightway went Into 
his strokes The brilliant manner in 
which he punished the Bombay 
bowlers to score 85 runs in the finiu 
in 193 made critics remark that 
A V should have bean in the Indian 



A joi/ous reumon for the old atalwarta. From left M.J. Gopalan, S. Chari, 
C Ramaswamy, A G Ram Singh, P S. Ramachandran and A.U. Krishna' 


swamt 


memento Ram Singh followed 
with 11 for 159 and 74 and 70 
runs in the next tie against Hydera¬ 
bad and was the second player to 
register the double of 100 wickets 
and 1000 runs in the champion¬ 
ship 

Ramachandran was next only to 
Gopalan as a fast medium bowler, 
and his day even a shade better, as 
he show^ in the final agaisnt 
Bombay in 1936 He was the first 
bowler to gather all the 10 wickets 
in the Madras league agaisnt the 
Tripticane Cncket Club 

Ramachandran went up to re¬ 
cieve the memento in a typical 
Tamilian style with a dhoti, shirt 
and upper cloth, which reminded 
ond of the many occasions he 
would saunter into the ground 
similarly dressed and then change 
ttvqf to cndket attire With Ram 


team, which sailqd for England 
immediately after the match. In the 
inaugural tie A V scored nine runs 

SVT Chan was a courageous 
wicket-keeper and astonished 
everybody by standing up to Nissar 
and Amar Singh against Ryder's 
team at Chepauk Rather unortho¬ 
dox in style, Chan was first and very 
quick He helped Ram Singh to get 
four wickets in the inaugural match 

Incidentally, the six "venerables" 
as R B Aiaganan, who welcomed 
the gathering, called them, repre¬ 
sented the three top teams in 
Madras of their days: Ramaawami 
and Ramachandran (Mylapore Re¬ 
creation Club), Gopalan, Krishnas'- 
wami and Chan (tnplican Cncket 
Club) and Ram Singh (Minervs 
Club) When he played against each 
other there was always a big 
crowd 




Fifty thousand 
|»oundsfora 
record breaker 

B ritain finally seema to be waking 
up to the shortage of world 
record breaHing athletes. Before 
Coe, Ovett, Cram and Daley 
Thompson get it wrong, what is 
being mooted is that not British 
athlete has set a world record in 
Britain, lately. 

To provide the necessary incen¬ 
tive' to athletes in old Blighty, a 
champagne firm, Mummn^ have of¬ 
fered £§0,000 to anybody who 
breaks a world record in Britain. 
The conditions, are that the record 
must be set by a Briton in Britian in 
any recognised Olympic event plus 
the mile. And it must occur in one of 
the 1i televised meetings organ¬ 
ised by the British athletics promo¬ 
tions unit. In other words, Mumm is 
making sure that the whole world 
will know if they lose this £50,000 
gamble. 

And with athletes like Seb Coe, 
Steve Ovett Steve Cram, Tessa 
Anderson, Fatima Whitbread, Daley 
Thompson and Zola Budd in the 



‘hunt, it would appear that Mumth 
would have to keep their word, 
before the season Is. out. Until you 
look at the recojrd book, that is. 

For, only six records have been 
set in the United Kingdom since 
Roger Bannister ducked under four 
minbtes 3T years agol 

Decathlon king Daley Thompson 
admitted: "I could "do with the 
money. I hope to do it in August." 

And Fatima Whitbread is looking 
forward to her ^velin clash with- 
Olympic champion Tessa Ander¬ 
son and world champion Tina Lillak 
of Finland on July 6 and 7. She said. 
"Maybe that is the one wchere. the 
record will go." 

So the race for the booty is on. 

Ovett.disappoints fans 

S TEVE Ovett stands accused of 
letting down the fans by not 
turning up for the Southern Coun 
ties 1,000 metres final at Crystal 
palace. A couple of days earlier, he 
had recorded the.fastest time of the 
year -3 mins 38.51 sec - but was 
peeved when inept orgarusation 


kept him hanging, around for loh( 
periods after that' As a cdnse 
qMehee he decided to giVe the:finSd! 
a skip..''' ■ 

"Quite frankly^ racing did-rfib: 
apeat to me," said the candidOvett 
a man of few words. And who cbr 
argue with the logic of one of thf 
biggest names in world athletics. 



Steve Ovett 









Moat groundl/tmen dream of making perfect cricket pitches and tennis 
courta and maintaining It well thrmmhout a busy season. This Auto- 
Roller could be an answer to their problems. 


They dorit care for prize money! 


A noble 
gesture indeed 

T he late Dattu Phadkar was e 
champion cricketer - artd a 
' great friend - as S.V. Kadam, former 
secreatry of the Bombay CHcketl 
Association-will testify. 

The two, Phadkar and Kadam 
were bosom pals and the latter > 
quite naturally was shocked whef> 
he heard of Phadkar's sad demise., 
More so because he had received a 
letter from Phadkar's wife that he 
was recovering well after his opera' 
tion and that he was to be dis¬ 
charged in a couple of days. » 

Phat. -.ar did not survive, but a 
little lat.T, Kadam got a surprise 
when he was notified that his friend 
had left him-Rs.7,000 in his will. 
Realising Phadkar's excellent ser¬ 
vice to Indian cricket, Kadam decid¬ 
ed that instead of retaining the 
money, it would be more appro¬ 
priate to add a little more to the. 
capital and commemorate Pahd- 
kar's services by instituting a cash 
award for the outstanding cricketer 
in the Ranji Troffhy from Bombay 
out of the interest derivfed from that 
capital. 

Kadam added Rs.3000 from his 
own pocket and now this amount is 
kept in fixed deposit by the BCA. In 
addition, Kadam has decided to 
donate this year's cash award of Rs. 

1,200 over and and above the con¬ 
tribution he made towards' the 
fund. The recipient for 1985 is Ravi 
Shastri, 

Dattu Phadkar may have died but 
his memory lingers on. 

Thank you S.V, Kadam, 


Wimbledon seedings, 
a matter of joke 

I T seems that the clowns have 
arrived before the circus comes to 
- London. The Wimbledon seedings, 
by common census, are a joke and 
those who dreamed u|> the banal 
idea of nbmittating Martina NaVrati- 
!lova and Chris 'Lloyd as joint 
number one seeds must have had 
their minds on more important 
matters Ijke how much is the tube 
fare from Charing Cross to Wimble- 
• • don. 

■ t . I I 

, What a decision of the seeding 
^coirirpittae me«hs in effect is that 
. they expect Navratilova and Chris 
Udvfd to play , forever in the final 
bat^ae according to them rieither 
shot^ beat the diberl 


T here is an overriding feeling 
not just in this country but all 
over the world that sportsmen and 
women try to squeeze as much loot 
out of public and sponsors as pos¬ 
sible with the least amount of 
energy. 

While it may be true of some or 
even most sportfolk, what is en¬ 
couraging is the attitude of some 
people. Specially some young peo¬ 
ple. 

Tennis ace Pam Shriver, ranked 
fifth in the world said that the last 
thing she considered as she suc¬ 


cessfully defended a title for th 
first time in her career was th 
£16,500 prize money that wen 
with the Edgbaston Cup."l was jus 
playing tennis and trying to keei 
the Cup," she admitted. 

Seventeen-year-old Boris Becke 
was overjoyed that his mum am 
dad nipped over from Germany ti 
see him triumph in the Stella Artoii 
tennis tournament. "The monr 
(£25,437) does not mean much ti 
me at my age. All I want.is to win." 

What a pleasure it is to see tha 
some professionals actually ENJ0> 
playing the game. 


THE SPORTING LIFE 
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whpfe if 1^ too sick to atUnd tins 
liUUi pisyer suns l 

a&ur to iu 

(sir wlyt tkpy pick'visy^ ior iw.. 




WEEK TWO OF THE ALLAN LAMB STORY 

Why I’d like 
Gower to be 
a killer 



David Gower...aflne skipper, but he needs to be more demonstrative 


T he measure of David Gower 
as a man is that not once during 
last summer did he complain I 
spent a number of evenings with 
him, some after disastrous days on 
the field, yet he never moaned I ad¬ 
mired him for that 

Even on the roughest days when 
he really knew we were done for, he 
did not let the situation get him 
down, at least not in front of the 
rest of us He remained reasonably 
cheerful and optimistic. 

Those of us who weie with him in 
Pakistan when he took over as 
skipper after Bob Willis fell ill and 
returned home early, saw many 
ingredients which would make him 
a succesfull captain once he had 
more expel lence. 

He had done a very good job ear¬ 
lier, rallying a sick and shell¬ 
shocked side that could easily have 
been overwhelmed and torn apart 
when newspapers at home were 
printing every rumour to come out 
of New Zeland. 

We all recognised that ihe tour 
was likely to be Willis's last as cap¬ 
tain with age creeping up onchim. 
Towards the end of the New Zea¬ 
land leg, the speculation began to 
mount as to whether David would 
be his successor as seemed likely, 
having been vice-captain. One or 
two in the party expressed doubts. 

But those doubts were swept 
away once David assumed com¬ 
mand and showed full authority. 
We were all able to relax a little 
more than under Bob, who became 
wound up at Test match times th¬ 
rough his desire to win. 

David listened to advice from 
senior players and was always ap¬ 
proachable, sometimes putting it 
into practice, sometimes working 
on schemes of his own. He was 
never afraid to ask for help, which 
was another good sign. 

Too many I have known have 
gone their own way, stubbornly re¬ 
fusing to seek assistance or ti«- 




eusi pOMibkf aitwnstiV^ 
wi^ cKheft in cam it was aaan aa a 
sign of waaknass, 

Punng tHoM two Teat matches 
in Pakistan and the final one-day in- 
tamationat which wa won easily in 
KaracN> David also showed a spark 
of imagination, a touch of adven¬ 
ture and a willingness to gamble, 
This was typical of a player who 
bats the way he does Such gualities 
are not often found among bowlers 
who are captains 

David IS not a demonstrative per¬ 
son He gets upset by fools-as he 
did at Edgbaston in the first Test 
last year when he stopped to chal¬ 
lenge a spectator who was trying to 
be funny at his expense as he 
walked back through the members 
towards the dressing-room-and 
when getting out to poor deliveries 
But he does not shout, scream or 
bawl ^ 

In fact. It might just help him and 
the side if he did let rip now and 
again He probably needs to show a 
little more of the killer instmct-and 
get the whole side to do the same 


able tb lead from the front irT acof- 
mg Ns 1S2 in the aecohef Teat in 
Faisalabad, whan ha should have 
been in bed through ilmdalth, a*'d 
his undefeated 17o in the smond 
innings of the final Test in Lahore. 

Who could do other than give his 
all for a guy who had performed (ike 
that? 

Those two performances eased a 
worry in the minds of many people 
about David as captain Bob Willis 
had expressed the fear two or three 
times that the burden of leadership 
might affect David s form just when 
he was proving himself world- 
class if anything, the leadership 
strengthened his resolve to make 
runs in Pakistan when he curbed 
some shots he might otherwise 
have attempted 

On the '82-'83 Australian tour, he 
soon realised that he would have to 
knuckle down as vice-captain He 
was brilliant He set the pattern in 
the first Test in Perth when a cen¬ 
tury looked certain as he scored 72 
not out of a 95-run second-wteket 
partnership with Chris Tavare until 


The one great advantage he en- a diving catch at square leg by John 
joyed in Pakistan was that he was Dyson ended his stay 



Ha acxired a mntury m the third 
jest ih’Adctoids arrd went to 

towrj ih the'cria-day aartes with 
ree car^tufiea. The bast was his tSB 
out of out 267 for six against New 
Zealand in Brisbane. Hts tNrd hatf- 
cantury in that innings took only 29 
baits, during wNch ha twice sem 
Richard Hadlee over long leg for six 
with supemiy-tirned pick-up shots 
off Ns lags. 

He followed that by taking two 
centuries off the New Zeianders 
dudng the four-match Test senes in 
1983 So by the time the West In¬ 
dies senes amved, he had proven 
our most consistent batsman for al¬ 
most a two-year period 

But not even Gower can win th¬ 
em alt and keep going without 
some change in fortune 

Bob had 
it taped 

I SHALL always be greatfiil fd Bob 
Willis for the support he gave me 
As the start of my England career 
coincided with his appointment as 
captain, there will always be a 
strong bond between us 

I found Bob very good at getting 
people to work for him He could al¬ 
ways motivate me The sight of him 
running in on those long gangly 
legs for mile after mile, which left 
him gasping for air as he strove for 
an England victory, was alt the in¬ 
spiration I needed 

He could grow tense and a little 
tetchy at Test match times, seem¬ 
ingly unable to relax without the aid 
of hypnotherapy He played hyp- 
nossis tapes made by a fnend in 
Australia They analysed Ns prob- 
Jems and gave him confidence 

Bob would play them mainly in 
the evenings to help him wind 
down ar>d get to sleep 

During the 'B2-'83 Aussie tour he 
introduced Chifia Tavafe to the 
tapes, hoping they would help Chns 
relax at Test times and unfreeze 
him at the wicket so that he could 
score as well as survive 
Considering the pressure he was 
under in being both- England's one 
and only out-and-out quick bowler 
and captain, Bob did a good job 
Having to bowl fast and lead was a 
handicap and was probably asking 
too much of an international cap¬ 
tain 

When he was actually bowling 
he poured alt his concentration and 
effort into getting the ball down the 
other end as effectivelV as possible 
In betweem overs during his spelts 


sro<rr$yiefK,Juv3-» isss 
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e was too concerned in getting his 
strength back for his next six ball 
burst to be able to give his mind 
freely to what was going on 

At those times he relied on David 
and Ian Botham to make the ad)ust- 
ments in the field as they thought 
fit which they did But anything 
major was a problem because of 
the difficulty in communicating 
with someone often 100 yards 
away 

It was a great pity that Bob did 
not always get the fast bowling 
help from the other end he desper 
ately needed to take the strain off 
his own shoulders 


Greenidge and Oujon scoring cen- 
tunes, and Percy had gone wioket- 
tess through two very tight and 
economical spells, I can remember 
him muttering to himself as he 
changed 

I refuse to get depressed I re¬ 
fuse to cry I'm going to enjoy my¬ 
self in this match and I m going to 
walk out of this dressing room 
smiling He thoroughly deserved 
the four wickets he took on the se 
cond day 

He was not so successful with 
the bat, failing to score in his first 
four innings back for England This 
brought him some ribbing 


Considering that Graham Dilley 
made his Test debut in Australia in 
1979 It was not often that Dilley 
and Willis teamed up as a fast 
bowling spearhead One or ofher of 
them seemed to be unfit 

I have gained the impression 
from talking to Dilley and Norman 
Cowans and listening to other peo 
pie that too much has been ex 
pec ted from them at times Too 
many people have tried to offer th 
em advice 

The first major essential for a fast 
bowler is a basic speed as Dennis 
Lillee once told Dilley getting the 
ball from one end of the pitch to the 
other as quickly as possible It sure 
ly does not matter how ugly and un 
qainly the action 

Magic of 
‘Percy*... 

S OME players of course just do 
not help themselves and seem 
quite satisfied with their lot at 
county level 

■^nit IS why it was so magical to 
have Pat ( Percy ) Pocock bck in 
the dressing room during the West 
Indies series Even at 37 he was 
still a great enthusiast 

That fourth Test at Old Trafford 
might easily have been his first in 
stead of his 18th gained 1 7 years 
after making his first appearence 
for England 

I was particularly glad to see him 
walk into the Old Trafford dressing 
room on the day before the Test I 
told him ‘Do you realise, Percy th 
at if you had not been recalled for 
this match I would have been the 
old man of this side? And I do not 
consider myself old at 30 

After the first day of the game, 
when the West Indians had reco¬ 
vered to 273 for five, with Gnrdcia 


It also explained he said why he 
carried a rather battered cricket 
suitcase around with him for all his 
cricketing gear rather than the nor 
mal regulation sized coffin used 
by most players It allows jjeople 
to take the mickey out of my case 
rather than out of me or my bat 
ting he said 


Percy deserved a run for his ef 
fort in the first innings at The Oval 



Pat Pdcock.4.r^iwttd to not de- 

—-- M 


when he went in as No 3. acting a 
night watcfiman towards the end ( 
the first day 

He stayed around for 45 minute 
on the second morning against th 
new ball attack and could not haU 
been encouraged by seem 
Graeme Fowler forced off injure 
when struck on an arm by Malcqtr 
Marshall 

It was Marshall who got him i 
the end as Percy attempted t 
avoid a bqpncer only to edge 
catch to slip It was a nasty ball an 
not the first bouncer Percy had ha 
to contend with 

His brave stay earned him a tri 
bute from Paul Downton when h 
finally arrived back in the dressing 
room I must say Percy sai 
Paul, thais the finest duck Iv 
ever seen 

I was partnering Percy at Lord 
against Sri Lanka when he finall 
got off the Test mark that summei 
It was a single that Percy greetei 
as if he had just completed a cen 
tury an a run which brought the en 
tire England team out on to the bal 
cony to applaud 

It showed how Percy a non sto| 
talker had fitted in so well with < 
group of players who had not evdi 
played for England when he wai 
last in the side 

My century was still a couple o 
runs away when he walked out ti 
join me at the fall of the eight wick 
et I knew he was desperate to get. 
run and I told him I would play fo 
him 

III take all the stnke for a whili 
because just staying around in thi 
middle will give you confidence 
Just you tell me when you an 
ready, I said * 

For a couple of overs I did just th 
at until I could sense that Percy wai 
feeling at home I took a sirrgle of 
the fifth, ball of an over to inch < 
step nearer my century, expectinj 
Percy to block the sixth to allow mi 
the strike 

The field spread out a little to cu 
off runs and keep Percy under pras 
sure But he managed to squeeti 
the ball into a gap and came charg 
ing down the wicket I wasn't quiti 
expecting that but got home safah 
enough 

"Sorry about that," said.Pewsi 
later, "but when I saw thera waa i 
run in It I couldn't resist going foi 
if 


Tht$ extract It takeq 
TM£S\b»AManr ‘ 
to te bhM^ 
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FOURTH WORLD 

BADMINTON 

CHAMPIONSHIP 


Han Jian belies 
all expectations 


Vintage power from behind 
the Bamboo Curtain 


By Deep Smash 

T WENTY-NHME-year-old war. 

horse Han Jian, the Chinese re¬ 
turning machine emerged as the 
new world champion when he de¬ 
feated Danish celebrity Morten 
Frost 14-18 15-10 15-8 in a 
75-minute battle of nerves in the 
fourth World Badminton cham¬ 
pionships held at Saddledome, Cal¬ 
gary, Canada last week. 

Fleet footed Han Aiping of China 
beat Wu 4ian Qui, her compatriot in 


the Ail-China final to win the ladies' 
singles title. Aiping won 6-11 
12-11 11-2 and went on to 

clinch a double when she partnered 
ti Lingwei to get the better of Wu 
Oixi-Lin Ying 15-9 14-18 15-9 Joo 
Bong Park-Moon Kim. The Korean 
pair continued their supremacy 
when they lifted the men's doubles 
title defeating Yong Bo Bingyi of 
China 5-1B 15-7 15-9 to maintain 
their unbeaten record since 1983. 


The men $ singles finals turned out 
to be the best match of the tourhaT 
ment. The 6,000 crowd at Saddle- 
dome was enthralled by the gutsy 
players. 

Frost's admirable steadiness was 
shattered by Han Jian in the closing 
stages of the match. In the absence- 
of the. south paw Zhao Jianhua, the 
latest badminton sensation in thn 
world due to an outburst of pheq- 
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monia and Liem Swie King the 
graceful Indonesian who finished 
runner-up in the 1980 and 1983 
World Championships held at Ja 
karta and Copenhagen respective • 
ly the coveted world title was 
left wide open to the agile Morten 
Frost who was the automatic 
choice Frost lead 8 3 in the decider 
but failed to add to his score further 
to lose the game and the match at 
8-15 

I was tired and he was too good 
for me today confessed rrost 
after the match 

Han Jian who had beaten Frost 
in the Danish team s tour of China 
in April 85 looked confident and 
right from the word go he engaged 
Frost in long rallies and delivered 
smashing backhands on number of 
occasions Indian ace Prakash Pa 
dukone met his Waterloo at the 
hands of his bogeyman Morten 
Frost 8-15 5-16 in the quarter 


Tlolland and Nishimura of Japan fa- 
spectively Indies No 1 doubles 
pair of Leroy Osa and Sanat Misra 
lost to R Heryanto and Hadibowo 
of Indonesia 6 15 7-15 in the third 
round without offering any resis 
tance 

After getting past Robson (Ngw 
Zealand) Ressler{FRG) in the earlier 


round. Racy (cuk Sugibrto ihi 
1983 World ChanpiOh and ^iminti 
live 

Hendry Saputar the thdonesiai 
new hope who has burst fprlh i' 
the last 12 months lost to Van 
Yang and Han Jian the Chines 
shuttlers respectively without pr ' 
mg any threat at, any stages o( th» 
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(ninton Federation Chinese girts so 
lar have won 14 of the 16 mapr ti 
ties 
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<nrh 

n th( semi finals the Chinese 
(tills showed oxenplary quirknos 
iiiicl staMina ihat makes them luU 
fiadi iinton sinci their debut it 
1981 Aft( 1 the M(‘rqei ot World 
Badminton federation (headed b\ 
( Inna) into tht Intern iti trial Bad 


Han Jian who Tooked his usual 
self in this tournament was not th 
ou(]ht of for ttie title rare at all 
Howf ver his iiaiiiaqe <i fe s 
I onths <rqo seer ted 10 have 
hroiiijlit hii I lutk at last A deliqht 
111 Man Jian 4 omnented 1 1 i very 
t ippv today I think I si t ishtd 
on that too froi i the east end 

111 Badi tinton Association of 
Indi I should take com rcMe step' to 
n dtei 1 the lost piPsticje thatsupei 
star Prakash Padukone pretr loted <i 
tow years aqo 


The performance 
of the other /n- 
dian players was 
not noteworthy 




















**l do not understand how to win points 
against Frost/' said the defeated Prakash 
Padukone 




















SW Correspondent 


A test of guts 


B oxing is one sport where India 
:has managed to wear away 
some medals every now and then 
at the Asian level. And for the last 
three Asian Championships-at 
'Bombay in 1979, Seoul in 1981 
and Okinawa in 1983-lndia has 
notched third place in the medals 
tally. 

Another Asian championships, 
the twelfth in the series, is sche¬ 
duled to be held at Bangkok from 
July 2 to 9. The championships 
were to be held in June, But on re¬ 
quest from Islamic countries, wno 
were observing Ramzan, they were 
postponed to July. 

The trials held at Delhi's Jawa- 
harlal Nehru stadium brought a few 
notworthy points to the fore. One 
of them being that the sport is in a 
transitory stage. The wetlknown 
names have almost made their exit. 
Kaur Singh, Asian gold medallist 
has called it a d^, while Chenada 
Mschalah, who alongwith Kaur, 
had represented India at the Olym¬ 
pics has also retired, Mariam-Xa¬ 
vier, whose exclusion from the 
Olympic team had brought about 
considerable debate, Palwinder 
Singh and Nityanadan failed to 
make the team this time. All three 
were medallists at the Okinawa. 

Some of the brighter aspects this 
time is the emergence of some new 
talent. Heartening also is the fact 
that the Indian Amateur Boxing Fe¬ 
deration (lABF) and the National 
Institute of Spiorts (NIS) have seen 
that adequate gear is provided to 
the players. It is learnt that almost 
Rs. 13,(^ worth equipment has 
been acquired recently, which in¬ 
cludes headgears, gloves, shoes 
and some punch bags. 

The boxers were in training in 
Delhi from mid-day. And their camp 
which was pruned after the first 
ffipnth was further shortlisted after' 
trws. NqwI 2, orie in each weight, 
vyho will go to Bangkok, are left in 
the camp, ajongi^h tiu,- four 
baacly^. Chief coach Om Prakash 
iharadwai and M.L. VIshwakaima. 

accompany tha team for the 
Mngkok Championships. 

/ the' team fair Bangkok, has as 
/motty iu seven newcomers. Amrmg 
/the experienced, t^e, G.D, fCainble 
' yi^le most to fetch' India a 
bed bronze at Okinawa 


bronze from King's Cup, in Malay¬ 
sia. 

At King's Cup. Jaipai Singh won a 
gold in the super heavyweight 
class. Jaipai can be expected to re¬ 
peat his performance at Bangkok 
too. For India has always fared 
quite well in the heavier weights. 
Gopal Dewang, welterweight, is an¬ 
other one with more than just a 
good chance as he was the winner 
at the South Asian Games in Kath¬ 
mandu last year. M.P. Singh in light 
middle and C.K. Chengappa in mid¬ 
dle are others who are most likely 
to add to the medal tally. 

A boy whose performance will be 
watched very closely is 20-Year- 
Old B. Dhanasanjayan. The lad had 
fought extremely well at the last 
YMCA championship and is a pro¬ 
duct of the famous MEG coaching 
duo Munuswamy Venu and Chan¬ 
dra Narayan. Venu in fact consi¬ 
ders, Dhanasanjayan as one of the 
most scientific boxers in the 
country. The boy is nimble on his 
feet has a lightining right and cou¬ 
pled with strong lungs, he is the 
brightest prospect. 

Kamble is the most experienced 
pugilist on the squad. The bantam 
weight fighter is twice National 
champion and has represented In¬ 
dia at Okinawa, the USSR Friend¬ 
ship Games, South Asian at Kath¬ 
mandu, President's Cup and the 


King's Cup. He* is also a’ rocC-.'. 
pient of the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
award, of the Maharashtra State, , 

S. Jayaram of Signals was uhir 
lucky to lose a closa decision* tn 
Kathmandu but has improved tr*P 
mendously since then. He was the, 
most obvious choice on the d^ pf 
the trials, for in light welter/ there 
was none even close to him. 

in a sport always dominated by 
the Services, D. Mathievahan 'in 
light weight and Jaipai Singh, in 
super heavy weight are the Only 
noivServices boxers. Mathiavanan 
is thrice Railways' chanripion and 
Jaipai of Punjab has a good trpck 
record, including a gold at the 
King's Cup. 

Coach O.P. Bharadwaj ia conft-. 
dent of India collecting at ieaat half! 
a dozen medals from Bangkok. A 
lot of those selected this time are, 
likely to stay around for next year*# 
Asian Games and also the Com¬ 
monwealth championships. Bhar¬ 
adwaj who has been putting the 
boys through a rigorous training 
schedule has also been givirtg 
the boxers regular ‘lectures on 
motivation and trying to instill in 
them a will to win. 

Both these factors are undenia¬ 
bly very important in this specific' 
sport which is at times, a teat of 
guts. 







Indian hockey’s 
death knell 



The six suspended players: L to R: L. Tikken, Rajinder Singh, M. Somaiva, Romeo James, Hardeep Singh 
and Merwyn Fernandes. 


Once upon a time, Indian hockey 
ruled the domain like a colossus 
They vanquished armies from 
across seas and borders and trium¬ 
phantly returned with scalps that 
have adorned or walls 

Other countries looked in awe as 
Indian hockey forged ahead with 
ridiculous ease and were cowered 
down by •'the mights of Kishen Lai, 
R.S. Gentle, Dhyan Chand, Desha- 
mmthu. 

Years, however, passed by and 
Indian Hockey became complacent 
an<riethargic. Crowns toppled and 
the vanquished regrouped their re¬ 
sources to wage once again a battle 
of the turf on the giants of world 
hockey. 

Goliath fell with a thud that rever- 


The team for this 
tournament was 
consigned to the 
dust-bin long be¬ 
fore the event 
began. 


ingly loud. World Cups, Olympics, 
Champions Cups, Inter-continent 
als. The trophies that were once the 
treasures of Indian Hockey fell to 
the enemy. 

The moral of the story a la Aesop, 
is: Never let officials meddle into 
the players' business. 

But somehow, that line is old and 
cliched. “^Any amount of criticism 
and suggestions have ended up as 
dreams useAss vSrtoge, the brains 
and the eardrums of the officials 
being overgrown with calluses. 

•So what, you might ask, is the . 
remedy for the sorry plight of Indian 
hockey? Several answars thftY 
given, bot the bteme <5efi be 
fy pUion tba Bhoyl^rasi^pa 
hockey salwtors.. 
mockervof.whatv 






that was the mainstay of the Indian 
sub-contindnt 

The Bavarian Motor Works hock¬ 
ey tournament recently concluded 
at Amstelveen, Holland was the 
last straw on Indian hockey'^ back. 

The team for this tournament 
was consigned to the dustbin long 
before the tournament oroper be¬ 
gan. 

The suspension of the six Indian 
internationals by the Federation 
Internationale de Hockey |FIH) for 
their alleged misconduct at Dhaka 
in the finals of the Asian Cup 
p gainst Pakistan, was a big blow to 
Indian aspirations. Till today, the 
'infighting of the officials of the 
Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) 
continues over who did what to 
.whom and when. 

With the absence of these six 
stars, a second string was pieced 
together to make the ill-fated trip to 
the Land oPTulips. 

Mohd. Shahid, was originally 
named the skipper of the team, but 
due to death in his family, he cried 
off. Gurdev Singh of Services, 
another vefsatile striker and D.S. 
Negi, a half back were given the 
'nyet' dy the Ndliional Institute of 
Sports (NIS) doctors at the last 
minute for not passing the medical 
test. 

Mohammad N^m, who "was 
imadvertently left out" of the origin¬ 
al list was hustled into the centre 
forwardjine, while Nasir Khan of 
Tata Sports Club, Bombay, was 
given a chance to get his first inter¬ 
national cap through the back door. 

For the first time, an Indian team 
comprised only 15 members in¬ 
stead of the normal 16. One 
wonders, however, as to how the 
. passports of the two original team 
members, Sushil Topno and 
Ramesh Pillai were ready only a day 
before their departure, when there 


mirawninnwnn 



•15 days prior to the teams depar- "We've got to see if India sur- 
ture. vives without the 8tars”,S8id 


During the final training session. Bhaskaran, and this he has seen to 
at New Delhi, BHaskaran said that his hearts content, 
winning or losing does not matter ^^0 jg certainly wishing that he 

as this new look team would get y^gg npl anywhere near Holland. 











BAVARIAN MOTOR WORKS H.OCKEY 


Due to these problems of the team 
members being shuffled around 
not only the combination suffered 
but the morale of the team was not 
in the pink and their play against 
West Germany, Holland and Eng¬ 
land reflected that trend. 

West Germany, with nine Los 
Angeles Olympics men. made 
mincemeat of the Indian opposition 
in their first outing of the tourna¬ 
ment 

India cut a sorry figure from the 
outset and playing with only four 
mternationals of repute, they did 
everything but stand in the corner 
of the goalposts and weep The 
Germans overran the Indians and 
their famed striker Stephen Blocher 
netted three of the four goals while 
skipper of the sinking ship, Vineet . 
Kumar converted a penalty corner 
in the last 10 seconds of the match 
to give lndi,i a semblance of dignity 

West tjermany continued their 
victorious march ahead with victor 
les over hosts Holland (2-0) and 
England, in their final encounter 

England are today a ma) 0 i force 
to reckon withi Playing with more 



, ^ . . 

than five' Ai^ian-bprn player's, 
land put it across India JJ't, tfis 
winrier coming off Shervani's, stick 
off a penalty corner ip the last 
quarter of the match. 

The match was of a brawny 
nature, with both team membert 
resorting to unruly tactics, and In 
this fray, India's Abdi, playing hiS 
first international, was given 
marching orders. 

Bhaura, England's striker,, who 
has progressed by leaps and 
bourKis since his appearance in the 
Bombay World Cup hockey tourna-^ 
ment four years ago, gave his side 
the lead early in the first half. Sushil 
Topno restored parity. 

In the second session, with both 
the teams pushing themspives hard 
to get the required lead, the game 
turned scrappy, but England got the 
last word through Sherwani and 
thus India's chances were well and 
truly squashed. 

But there was more humiliation 
to follow. In their last match against 
hosts Holland, they were trounced 
to glory, the ’scoreboard reading 
8-0 in favour of the hosts. 






























Aslam Sher hits out 



Asfiwii Sher Khan here s 
*11 hilt s II ronq with Indian hockev 


Aslam also had a 
go at the doctors 
and suggested a 
separate panel of 
medicine men, 
with no link to 
any sport body in 
the country 


A slam sher khan, former Olympian and Member of 
Parliament hit out at the Federation de Internationale 
Hockey (FIH) last week for an alleged "deep-rooted conspi¬ 
racy to keep India out of world hockey arena, a sport that 
was dominated more by the Asians than other foreign 
countries 

He continued that the FIH is become frustrated with the 
increase in improved performance of the Indian team of late 
ind they want to thwart any further Indian dominance 

He also alleged that the suspension of the six Indian stars 
foi their conduct at Dhaka during the finals of the Asia Cup 
hockey tournament was a conspiracy to give the European 
( ountries an upper hand 

FI om these remarks, one can see that Aslam Sher Khan is 
sliootinq the wind 


One wondeis as to what happened to Aslam s plans of 
qoinq to Brussels to argue the case of the six Indians being 
suspended 



Hanif Khan skipper of Ppkistan receiulng the Asia Cup 
after beatinq India in the hockev final at Dhaka 


f urther in the report, he regrets that the Indian Hockey 
Federation (IHF) has not yet lodged a protest against the su¬ 
spension and he has suggested that they do so against the 
FIH s unilateral action He pointed out that the IHF should 
represent their case and get the suspension revoked, as the 
suspension was valid till October 

Unless the suspension was revoked, the Indian expedi¬ 
tion to England for the World Cup hockey tournament next 
year was bleak, and continued that the persons who were 
now running IHF were self-centred and only interested in 
safeguarding their interests rather than promoting the 
game 

Moving onto other arenas, he criticised the selection of 
the national coaches and pointed out that those who had 
played at district level, had been appointed to cpach the na¬ 
tional team 

Such coaches should be appointed to coach the )unior 
team, and that for the senior team, veteran former interna¬ 
tionals should be engaged to do the job 

He also had a go at the doctors and the mode of their Se¬ 
lections He said that an independent panel of doctors 
should be set up, with no link to any sport body in the - • 
country The partisan attitude of some doctors was Irre¬ 
sponsible 

To round up the carping, ha suggested that the players 
selected to represent the country in international events 
should be gn/en a daily diet allowance of Rs, 60 and a 'sa¬ 
lary' of Rs 2,000 per month for those attending camps. 













CALCUTTA SOCCER 


By Debabrata Chowdhury 


Big Three fail to 
deliver the goods 

P ARTHASARATHl GHOSH oi 
Salkia Friends hit the headlines 
last fortnight by notching the sea¬ 
son’s first oat trick against Taltalld 
Institute in the Group A of the Sen 
lor Division Soccer League The 
young forward was in the news last 
week too when he masterminded a 
fine goal against Mohammedan 
Sporting 

Receiving a pass from linkman 
Tarun Saha he played a wall pass 
with Sabyasachi Majumder who 
first outwitted left back Musheer 
Ahmed and then drew out Atanu 
Bhattacharjee with a beautiful 
floater This was one of the best 
goal scored m the league so far 

Stung by this 22nd minute re 
verse the Mohammedans tried 
every method to level the issue but 
the equaliser came only nine min 
utes from time It was the Nigerian 
Cheema Okorie who again saved 
the day for the big team and it was 
indeed he, who along with linkman 
Prasun Banerjee, tried to make 
some constructive moves Inciden 
tally It was Prasun s first game for 
Mohammedan Sporting this sea 
son 

There were reports that the'tlub 
authorities took exception to Prea 
sun's leaving Bangalore when the 
Federation Cup was on Prasun s 
version was that he needed imme¬ 
diate medical treatment but the 
officials would have none of it So 
Prasun sat through the first two 
games his team played and did not 
even turn up for the training ses 
sions 

With the other linkmen Majeed 
Baskar, Victor Amalraj and skipper 
Prem Dorji turning on extremely 
poor shows, the team coach Mo¬ 
hammed Abdus Sattar realised he 
still needed Prsun's services and it 
was through his intervention that 
Prasun ultimately opened the 
morning practice session and came 
back to the team 

Judging by the performance put 
up by Amalrai end Oorji who are 

Md. Sportfng's Cheema Okorie (J3) la thwarted by Debaglah 
Mukherjee custodian of Salkia Frienda. The teama drew 1-1. 


feeding the opponents rnore than 
their own playetst - it ap0i^rs 






Mohun Bagan beat Taltota Institute 5-1, Bagan's Slahir Ohosh (gro^ded, dark JersepI shoots ths ball goal- 
wards, but the ball goes over with Inches to spare. 


sun will have to do S l(]yt to tend the 
solidity in his team's half line, parti- 
cuiariy when Majeed too is not 
shaping welt. 

The Iranian has shed a lot of 
weight and naturally looks more 
trim now, but his game unfortun¬ 
ately has lost the edge it had when 
he first set foot in Calcutta five 
years ago. 

He was then with East Bengal, 
the dub for whom he wanted to 
play this season too. The main rea¬ 
son being that P.K. Banerjee is now 
their coach. The East Bengal offi¬ 
cials however denied Majeed the 
chance. Seeing him play for Mo¬ 
hammedan, one feels they have not 
committed a mistake. A delightful 
pass here and a fine flick there still 
flow from his feet but he does it all 
in a tardy^motion now. 

Mohammedan's earlier game this 
week was against Aikya Sammilani 
and Cbaema Okoria it was who 
gave .them the lead in tfie first half 
'with a. tine shotibn the rui^. Another 
goal from Shabbir AH came in the 
second session but the supporters 
were.t^ htaPby with the Overall dis¬ 
play. They' however gave vent to 
their feelings against S^alkia Friends 
by throwing missHas onto the 
ground. • da»ia, with' this draw 
again, rose up their, reputation as 
the bcmv tsam of tte .Mohamme- 
dan% wht^ .dSfan 0 a,,-it appears 
^^^ ^ ^ W^ol.bastwg'this sea- - 



Talking about defence, Mohun 
Began appear to be no better than 
the Mohammedans. Krishnendu 
Roy looks nowhere the player he 
was on the right while in the left 
wingback position, Amal Outta is 
yet to decide who he will play 
amongst veteran Shyamal Banet- 
jee, young Swapan Bose and not- 
$o-young Swapan Saha Roy. As for 
the central defender positions Su* 
brata Bhattacharjee seemS tO have 
lost his sharpness. 

Subrata however, is still irrepia- 
cable and the two men who must 
be causing Amal Outta a great deal 
of headache are Satyajit Ghbsh and 
Samar Bhattacharjee. The first was 
tried along \Mth Subrata in the first 
match of th*e week against B.N. 
Railway and looked suspect. He 
was replaced ,with the tatter in the 

with no ietMflesuft. 

Mohun Sagan Won both the 

g mes with rhergins of 2- T and 2-0 
t ^irdefehce always looked like 
; faHirig to' piecea. Against better op¬ 
ponents, if inevitably wilt. 

. The only consolation for the Mo- 
' him Began fans came in the form of 

■ • L. _.. ^ _i_ -__ 1_. . W —__ 


; this 




conwig in as a replacement In,the 
second, half' .tor Sisir Ghosh, fw 
rhastehninded one move after-an-, 
other. He also gave finishing 
toui^s to one of them but the fe- 

' ' 4i’ 


















eree inexplicably nullified the goal 
.ater on, he said that he was guided 
ly the linesman who mted Subir 


Sarkar off side It appears the lines¬ 
man concerned needs to reteam 
the rule book The Mohun Bagan 



'i S. ____ . .. 

■ 1 *\' 

w.:- .. 


players however could have avoid* 
ed arguing with the referee after the 
final whistle Actions like this only 
help to tngger off violence on the 
field V 

I F Mohun Bagan and Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting have failed to driver 
the goods so far. East Bengal being 
the best side have hardly whe any 
better Of course, their boys played 
with some cohesion against Kid- 
derpore Sportihg and slammed jn 
four goals in the process but the 
rnargin does nottell the stor^the 
chances they missed 1>ie poof 
marksmanship was all the more 
glanng against TpHygunge Agrage^ 
mi when only one goat resulted out 
of a possible hatf a dojen. Coach 
PK Baner^’sproblamahaveb^n 
compounded with Krisi^U DSy 
Bikash Partji and Chptta^ 
bemg on the iniured list, inddentf^ 
ly Knshanu and Bikash* who eeuii^r 
a sensatksn dur^' i«»itar c 

trSnsfef have i^ fafi* *.. 

goodst but 



























PERSONALITY 





Boris the bold 






H e passes as another face in 
the crowd. A big, raw-boned 
kid playing chess while the rain 
buckets down at Beckenham 

But within three years, the ex¬ 
perts predict, Boris Becker will have 
moved from a pawn to the new 
king of the multi-million pound 
game of tennis. 

The 6ft lin West German hits the 
ball as if he hates it, generating a 
force for a 17-year-old which Ion 
Tiriac describes as "awesome. " 

Tiriac, of the bandito moustache 
and fearsome scowl, knows a thing 
or two about talent. He partnered 
the young Hie Nastase at doubles 

Now, as Becker's manager, he is 
helping steer another wunderkind, 
saying: 'He has so many shots, so 
much natural ability. But more than 
anything else he has courage."" 

Now courage, I confess, is not a 
crommodity...! readily associate 
with tennis. But watching Becker 
you understand what Tiriac means 


He hurls himself around court 
collecting grass burns like Purple 
Hearts as he attempts impossible 
returns and reckless winners ..from 
any position and at any score 

At Wimbledon last year he paid 
for his impulsiveness, defaulting in 
the third round against 14th seed 
Bill Scanlon when he leapt for a vol¬ 
ley and ripped ligaments in his left 
ankle. 

"What a fighter," gasped Scan¬ 
lon, who had bean getting the fright 
of his life. "He’s got some spirit." 

Becker needed three months off, 
yet still finished the year by reach¬ 
ing the quarter finals of the Austra¬ 
lian Open - beating Tim Mayotte in 
the process - and with a ranking of 
64 in the world. 

Now he is up to 30th, modest, 
amiable ...but possessing that fierce 
inner conviction some believe is 
lacking in the other wonder boy of 
tennis, Sweden's 20-year-old Mats 



Wilander. 

■'I have no close friends on thi 
circuit," Becker confided as h< 
waited for a break in the weather a 
the Kentish Tigies tournament. 

"That made me unhappy at first 
but I realise it is necessary if I am K 
go to the top." 

He shrugged. "Anyway, I havt 
enough at home.-1 do notvneec 
them here." 

Home is Leimen where his fathei 
Karl Heinz is president of the loca 
tennis club. 


"From the age of four I was there 
all day long, " says Backer "At sever 
I won my first tournament." 

He'also played football, a muscu¬ 
lar, positive centre forward whe 
was offered schoolboy trials with 
Bayern Munich He declined in ord¬ 
er to concentrate on tennis. "Ever 
at 12 I knew this was my only 
sport." he says. 


Wilhelm Bungert was the Iasi 
German to appear in the Wimble¬ 
don final taking five games off Johr 
Newcombe in 1967. "Wilhelm tells 
me it was fun in those days," says 
Becker 


"You had a game then a few 
beers with your opponent. Now it is 
much fiercer." And he sent a flat, 
blue-eyed stare around the players 
lounge. 


"Wimbledon is the, place i^iant 
to do well at more than any othar. I 
was so disappointed last year. My 
game has grown stronger in aH 
ways, especially my serve and 
volley." 


He delights in the force. "Yes, Tm 
aggressive." he agresS. ‘That Is 
why I love to wa.tch Pat Gaih aitfj 
Yannick No^h. Tney put their heart 
and soul into serve ahc( vgUevt ft's 
the same for me." , 


Of McEnroe and Connors, Becker 
said.- "Great players but hgyv Iphg 
have, they bew at the top? i^Con- 
nors 1.0 years, for Mi^rtroe aik;'... 


"Perhaps, their ,ed^ is i^0ih0? 
Perhaps it is, time fgf. t^^'yr^ng 
■ meiy to takebvar?’" : 

There was a hint of 

.sijjiie,- 









Seedings are a 
joke, say players 

By IAN BARNES 

T he WOMEN’S seedings for 
Wimbledon were called 'a joke" 
by leading players 

The Wimbledon committee sit 
firmly on the fence by making 
Martina Navratilova and Chris 
Lloyd joint No 1 

It IS the first time since seedings 
were introduced in 1922 that they 
have failed to name an offical 
favourite 

Martina is champion, and has 
been for three years Chris, her 
great friend and rival, was 1984 
runner-up but beat Martma in the 
French final recently 

When Martina heard of Wimble¬ 
don's decision, she said "There are 
two ways of looking at it this is a 
cop-out or a tribute to both of us 

But Pam Shriver Martina's 
doubles partner who is seeded fifth 
laughed They must be joking' 

I hey had one decision to make and 
they chickened out 

The men s seeds are puzzling 
too They have been done by the 
computer rankings, which give 
Swede Anders Jgrryd sixth place 
despite four first round defeats 
since 1981 

And there is no place for Boris 
Becker, Queen s Club winner 

Seedings 

MEN S SINGLES J McEnroe (US) 

1, I Lendl (Cz) 2, J Connors (US) 3 
M Wilander (Swe) 4, A Jarryd (Swe) 
5, P Cash (Aust) 6, J Nystrom (Swe) 

7 K Curren (US) 8, J Kriek (US) 9, A 
Krickstein (US) 10, K Noah (Fr) 11, 
M Mecir (Cz) 12, E Teltscher (US) 

13 S Edberg (Swe) 14, T Smid (US) 

15, T Mayotte (US) 16 

WOMENS SINGLES C Evert 
(US) and M Navratilova (US) 1 H 


Mandlikova (Cz) 3 M Maleeva 
(Bulg) 4 P Shriver (US) 5 C Kohde 
Kilsch (W Ger) 6 H Sukova (Cz) 7 Z 
Garrison (US) 8 B Gadusek (US) 9 
K Jordan (US) 10 S Graf (W Get) 
11 C Lindduist jSwe) 12 C Bassett 
(Can) 13 W Turnbull (Aust) 14 G 
Sabatini (Arg) 15 K Rinaldi (US) 16 

Martina meets 
her match 

T ennis champion Martma 
Navratilova was caught at the 
net by a spot of doubles trouble 

And the four times Wimbledon 
champion was not too happy with 
herself - or rather the waxwork 
model perched on a chair 

' It s too muscular said 28 year 
old Martina The calf muscles are 
definitely bigger than mine In fact 


the dummy looks quite large all 
round' 

But Madame Tussauds sculpt¬ 
ress Judith Craig was not to be 
caught flat-footed by Martina s 
light hearted criticism 

They are exactly your measure¬ 
ments from when we took them 
last year, shesaid 

Martina volleyed 'Yes, but’ I ve 
lost about 51b since then Oh well, I 
suppose I'm really quite proud 
about being made into a waxwork 
model 

The tennis star, wearing a pink 
tracksuit, added But it is kind of 
eerie I'm just glad it can't move 

Judith's parting shot was a neat 
backfiander 'Martina was a good 
model She is a very strong wo 
man 
















Time alone will tell 


T hough most open-mmded ten¬ 
nis aficiandos would name 
Wimbledon as still the most impor¬ 
tant championships in the world, it 
IS senseless nowadays to claim 
that It IS the greatest when all the 
catena are about numbers, people, 
money, number of courts and so 
forth 

This IS obvious by the announce¬ 
ment of the prize money that will be 
up for grabs when the US Open at 
Flushing Meadow, New York, gets 
under way on August 26 this year 
The all-in sum this year is a massive 
$3,073,500 That ^compares with 
the $2,497,686 of 1984, when the 
two singles champions knocked 
back $ 160,000 each 1985 will 
see the figure rise by 17 per cent to 
reach a new record for this Grand 
Slam" mega-championships of 
$187,000 

Any man or woman yvinning not 
only the singles but also the two 
other championship events, could 
go home with a cool $229,000 - a 
sum roughly equivalent to Margaret 
Thatcher's "take home' over seven 
years as one of the most important 
politicians in the entire world 


By Ken Rosewall 

When It comes to spectators. 
Flushing Meadow will attract over 
450,000 There have been many 
improvements at Wimbledon this 
past few months, and there will be 
more room for the public, but the 
total attendence is unlikely to ex¬ 
ceed 370,000 

Thankfully money has never 
been the be-all and end all of tennis 
outside the USA Wimbledon has 
spent a small fortune in improving 
facilities, especially those concern¬ 
ed with keeping the public satisfied 
That IS not something that can 
bring accolades to Flushing Mea¬ 
dow, no more than it did when the 
US Open was promoted at the 
West Side Club, Forest Hill, that 
up-market area of New York 

Nevertheless the USA tennis 
officials seem at least, to have rea¬ 
lised that there are other facets of 
the game to which they have given 
little or nothing In particular, they 
have watched series of young, 
talented prospects rum their lives 
and tennis careers by permitting 
too much tennis to the too young 


The classic cases are, of course. 
Tracy Austin and Andrea Jaeger, 
both of whom substained serious 
injuries which seemed to end their 
careers when both were still in their 
teens 

This and o;her factors, have 
stirred up the folk who govern 
tennis in the various states So 
much so that in the recent USA 
Annual General Meeting , more 
than 450 of them turned up to 
make theii views to the govern¬ 
ing committee men and women 
The mam move just now concerns 
age, and the USA Management 
Committee have recoomended to 
the International Tennis Federation 
- theoietically the world rulers of 
.the game - that they should intro¬ 
duce a maximum age of 16 on 
players joining the professional 
tournament circuits 

It sounds right to me But is the 
game really governed by the ITF? Is 
It not the Mens International Pro 
fessional Tennis Council who rule 
the roost? And who are the most 
money-minded of all the various 
bodies of the game? Time alone will 
tell 


Stars are all important 


P RO-AM tennis get-togethers 
have long flourished m the USA 
But that IS almost the only country 
in the world where it does Maybe it 
IS because that vast place contains 
an abundance of household named 
stars who appear with amazing fre¬ 
quency on television, and thus be¬ 
come mega-personalities 
Nowhere else do such folk- 
mostly they are from stage, screen 
and, most of all, television-receive 
such adulation. And as some of th¬ 
em play a reasonable game of ten¬ 
nis, they are warmly welcomed by 
tennis clubs and players 

I Perhaps, predictably, they are not 
treated with such reverence in Eur¬ 
ope, where the way of British life 
tends above all others to allow the 
famous to enjoy some form of nor¬ 
mal privacy. Maybe because of this, 
pro-ams and chanty meetings have 
not proved very lucrative. 

However, last year saw a big ad- 
vancer'Vvhen a pro-am charity tour¬ 
nament lasting one day was staged 
at tha Royal Albert Hull in London. 
David Lloyd, via his popular centre 


and the support of his sister-in law 
Chris Evert Lloyd, and backed by 
the Association of Tennis Profes¬ 
sionals, raised £23,000 for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Group of Great 
Britain Fittingly John Lloyd, part¬ 
nered by Dr J P R Willlams-one of 
the all-time greats of Rugby and a 
former British Junior Tennis Cham¬ 
pion-beat Leif Shiras and Jeff 
Wayne, a man famous in the mo¬ 
vies of former years 

In such events "names" are all 
important This year's encore at the 
Albert Hall on June 21 should sur¬ 
pass anything before in this type of 
British tennis. A few of the names 
may not be quite so commonplace 
in the USA, though one will surely 
account for any unknowns by 
American onlookers. He is John 
Forsyth-Blake Carrington of "Dyn¬ 
asty", the most known star in the 
world 

I know little of his tennis abilities, 
but I have learnt that his prowess in 
starlsnd is high, it will need to be, 
because Or. Williams will be there 
to defend his title, and he was near 


Wimbledon class when he began 
giving all his efforts to Rugby foot¬ 
ball 

Kevin Keegan, one of Britain's 
few world class footballers, js an¬ 
other useful tennis nut" But the 
biggest draw of all in England will 
surely be Terry Wogan, who is to 
British Television several times 
over what Johnny Carson is to the 
USA In recent times his chat show 
has enjoyed apjaearances from Ch¬ 
ris Evert Lloyd, Joan Collins-Alexis 
of Dynasty-a rival, "Bobby Ewing of 
Dallas" and the greatest scoop of 
world television. Princess Anne, 
who turned out to be a born star 

No other person in the history of 
British chat shows has ever got 
near to the applause attracted by 
the PnncdSs and her superb pen¬ 
chant for humour without the 
slightest whisper of anything but 
dignity. I hope that this year the 
Muscular Dystrophy fund will re¬ 
ceive even more than last year, and 
that more charities wW receive ten¬ 
nis help as a further result of this 
pro-am. 


spoarswasKJiiiy SATIMWi.. 




NEWS F0L10...NEWS FOLIO. 


_ Shiny wins _ 

Ostrawa: India's star middle dis 
lance runner Shmy Abraham won 
the 400 metres gold in the Inter¬ 
national Athletic Meet here in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Abraham, who had become the first 
Indian woman to reach the semi 
final of an event at the Los An¬ 
gelas Olympic Games won the 
race m 55.39 secs. 

Abraham had switched to the 400 
tn as her favourite event 800 
metres was not run in Ostrawa 


Hu Na qualities 


London: Woman tennis player Hu 
Na. who defected from the Chur 
ese Federation Cup three years 
ago has qualified for the wo 
mens' singles at the Wimbledon 
Tennis Championships Hu Na 
, who now lives in the USA was 
scheduled to play Britian's Anna¬ 
bel Croft in her opening round 
match. 


Bruce, Francis punched 


Sydney: Bruce Francis, the fann¬ 
er Australian Test cricketer and 
now tour organiser for the rebel 
Australian teams tour to South 
Africa was punched by a black 
South African when he arrived at 
Sydney airport from South Africa 

The man pushed his way through a ■ 
cordon of journalists after an im¬ 
promptu press conference with 
Francis and then punched the 
former cricketer and hit him 
with an attache case. 

Francis' tip was cut m the scuffle be- 
■ fore secunty of fibers hustled the 
man awa% Francis has however 
said he would not take any action 
against the man 


Budd defeated 


Belfast:, Zola Budd suffered her 
first defeat on a British track at 
the Ulster G$mes International 
■ Mee^, losing W black American 
, .'Parime. Beckh'^iS in her pet. 



metres behind Beck ford, clock¬ 
ing 9.0f:7f Beckfordwas timed 
at8'58:40 


Liverpool appeals 


Liverpool- The Liverpool.Soccer Club 
announced that it would imme~ 
diately appeal against a three- 
year ban imposed by the Euro-' 
pean authorities in the wake of- 
last month's Brussels riot that 
left 38 people dead. 

The Unton of European Football As¬ 
sociation had. at a meeting held 
' earlier in Zurich, extended its 
blanket ban on all English teams 
by punishing Liverpool for a 
further period three seasons. 


WTA's objection 


London- The Women's Tennis Asso¬ 
ciation which represents the 986 
professionaJ...^^mrrnen. ' tennis 
players lodged'aiy~officiaf objdb- 
non to the Wimbfedon sbeehags 
which for the first lime, listed 
Martina Navratilova and Chris 
> Evert-Lloyd as fomt No, 1. 


H-, idnpey ifaHed home '18 






















By Fredun De Vitre 


S A1 ~ why choose cricket? 


T he recent announcement that 
the Sports Authority of India will 
award a sum of Rs 26.000 to any 
coach who produces a fast bowler 
who IS capped for India, has been 
roundly condemned - and rightly so 
It's difficult to think of a more hare 
brained scheme than this 

For starters, there s a very funda 
mental objection the SA! has no 
business to be trespassing on the 
legitimate domains of the Board of 
Control for Cricket m India TheBCCI 
IS seized of the SAI to find fast 
bowlers for the Indian cricket team 

Happily, the BCCI is one of the 
very few sports bodies in the 
country that has a healthy bank ba 
lance It has always managed its af 
fairs without governmental help or 
subsidy - infact it has contributed 
more to government, in terms of 
money, then it has taken 

Cricket m India is a rich sport And 
the SAI was not formed to help rich 
sports In the given circumstances. 
It would almost be a crime - misap¬ 
plication of furjds - for the SAI to 
spend Rs 25,000 on cricket, which 
has enough money of its own 

This IS particularly galling when 
other sports are crying out for 
funds Without a doubt the money 
would be better spent if, for exam¬ 
ple, It were given to Bula Chow 
dhury, towards the cost of her pro¬ 
posed Australian visit or to Nevjlle 
Daroga the champion lifter, to ena 
ble him to have the diet of his 
choice Athletics, basketball, table 
tennis, billiards volleyball - all these 
sports could do with Rs 25.000 
Why then, should the SA! have cho 
sen cricket^ 

One possible answer is that this is 
a not-so-subtle move on the part of 
the SAI to gam a foot held mto the 
affairs of the country’s richest 
sports organisation If true, this is 
despicable 

Besides, it is obvious that the 
whole idea reveals as sad lack of th¬ 
ought - what courts in this country 
would characterise as "non 
application of mmd' Who, for in¬ 
stance, will be regarded as a "fast 
bowler"? And how fast is "fast' ^ 
Would 'fast-medium'qualify? Would 
'stow medium ? 

Take a hypothetical case If the 
scheme had been announced a few 
years back, would Manoj Prabha- 


kars coach have become entitled to 
receive the prize? Prabhakar has 
opened the bowling for India, but 
he s no tearaway quickie 

And if the only criterion to he ap 
phed IS that the bowler should have 
opened the bowling for the country 
in a Test Match, then history doesn t 
have too happy a tale to tell By this 
reckoning, the coaches of Budhi 
Kunderan and Apt Wadekar would 
have been richer men for having 
produced 'fast bowlers . since th 
ese players have at some stage or 
other in their careers, used the new 
ball for India 

Apart from these grey areas, there 
are other more important unans 
wered questions Maj-Gen (retd) 
Nannder Singh, who made the an 
nouncement is the head of the SAI- 
and therefore its spokesman But 
what one would like to know is 
Whose decision was this? The Ma 
tor Generalsatone? 


Surety the SAI Has a committOi 
that debates and discusses propo 
sals such as these Surely, too. sua 
decisions are recorded by way a 
formal resolutions passed and mm 
uted Was the scheme put to vote 
Old anyone dissent ? 

Going by press reports, it looki 
doubtful if any of this happened Tht 
entire episode is thus another sat. 
commentary on the way apex sporti 
bodies m this country function At 
too often, one man's 'brain-wave 
becomes institutional policy 

In view of the universal appositioi 
to the SAI s announcement. Major 
Gen Nannder Singh must admit tha 
It was all a mistake and withdraw 
the offer immediately The SAI n 
duty bound to us to put this mone\ 
for a more productive purpose Thu 
It must do right away, without mak 
mg excuses or standing on false no 
tions of prestige 


THE SPORTING LIFE 





STAR 

TRACK 

\ ■ 



Aries: Open up full throttle 
whether at the wheel of a racing 
car, admittedly a wee dangerous in 
the crashing rains, or a sprint or 
doing the discuss or the disco as 
dance and music, helps to relax 3 
5, 9 outstanding Attend to your 
work area, please, dear Arians 




Taurus. Long-distance connec 
tions and long-distance running 
both, make a winning combination 
Got the message, Taureans? Plan 
out a work schedule in training or 
business, and go by it Thats the 
way to blaze the star track' Yes 
peak level performance at alt levels 


I 

GEMINI ! 


Gemini Take the 5th for a stren 
uous work out a wee bit of ro 
mance, a game of golf or cards a 
trip, or perfecting that dubious 
backhand of yours A smack at the 
goal, in more ways than one, is your, 
destiny Go and fulfil it fast' And 
good luck a la Ganesha'I 





Cancer. Those with a team spirit 
be It a job, or a relay race, or volley 
ball, and Cancenans are dexterous 
with their hands do brilliantly Be 
not the lonely ranger now Full 
backs now have more than their full 
share of lucki Centre forwards 
dnbble past the best In style too 



Leo: Work hard, love well, play 
t>rilliantly You will get ideas as you 
bowl the seamer, the straight one 
end that’s the way to got om 
Wreatlei^ and weight-lifters fine 
that axtra muscle power for the 
go»d or silver The $th is inspira¬ 
tional and you work wonders 


July 3-9.1985 
By Bejan Dariiwaita 


T 


VIRGO 


Virgo Many times play is the 
best sport So relax when at the 
goal or that super match winning 
volley or that risky but doubly 
deadly drop shot Read ditto for 
love romance the arts research 
reading exams, competition 
Game set and match yours, child¬ 
ren of Mercury' 

— ‘ ■ ' t '■ ■ ... 1 


untA 


Libra Home will be the goal, 
therefore not to neglect it Plan 
your best moves there, be it chess, 
skibob racing where it is a must to 
cover a definitive course as fast as 
possible golf table tennis Renova¬ 
tion decoration buying, selling, are 
the other strokes you will use' 





Scorpio Biathlon, the combined 
sport of skiing and racing, and more 
preferably relay or for that matter 
any other relay sport, is where you 
will excel Alternat vely figure skat¬ 
ing IS highly recommend^ thanks 
to the new moon effect This is an 
exceptionally newsy, fast-paced 
week Be alert 



Sagittarius If interested in any 
of the /acht classes. Tornado Fly¬ 
ing Dutchman, 470 Soling, Finn, 
Tempest now is the time for it. 


rams permitting Your crew mate 
will help you Badminton and spnnt 
are the other strongly recommend¬ 
ed sport where you excel Reed 
partnerships, buying, selling, shop¬ 
ping for all of you 



cAraicxniN 


Capricorn: Lacrosse, the tO 
players being three defenders, 
three midfielders, three attackmen. 
and the goalkeeper, was meant just 
for you Alternativ^y, archery and 
high jump and the pole vault is 
where you will excel Your personal 
affairs come under sharp focus this 
week Health 1 $ suspect 


A. 




Aquarius' Try the Kendo which 
requires bamboo swords and snort 
quick, gliding stepsi The other sport 
areas are hockey, golf, and the 
marathon The shot put and the 
Javelin out now, as there is a 
distinct possibility of astrained 
back, a sprain Journeys and news 
from a distant land are the other 
features for you 



nscis 


Pisces: Judo, boxing, Trampoiin- 
ing, are not typically Piscean 
games But this week, you can cer¬ 
tainly try It out as Mars,'the ener- 
giser, works overtime for you Ex¬ 
pect a promotion, a reward for set- 
vices rendered You will socialise in 
style Gymnastics, specially the 
pommel horse and the parallel bars, 
and floor, should tempt you 


SPORTING SAM.by R«g Wootton 




























li^MnaBnihirtwHairiti 

RACING 


By Railbird 


Timing has little relevance 


S IR BRUCE performed much bet- 
tet than his earlier impressive 
run on this track Allah Rakhkha did 
not Oncidium ran the best race of 
his career to show that he will be 
the one to beat in the Bangalore 
Derby And Pesi Shroff s judgement 
was found wanting That is the 
summing up of the Bangalore 
1.600 metros Colts Trial Stakes 

Shroff had ridden both Sir Bruce 
and Allah Rakhkha to their maiden 
victories on the Bangalore track 
Soon after both the races he was of 
the opinion that Sir Bruce was the 
better candidate for the trial In the 
course of subsequent track trials, 
he changed his mind and opted for 
Allah Rakhkha Admittedly, it was 
also this column's opinion at that 
time that Allah Rakhkha was the 
more impressive winner of the two 

Presistent rumour that Sir Bruce 
was affected with a troubled 
shoulder pervaded the atmosphere 
at the racecourse and at social 
gatherings where racing was the 
topic of discussion It speaks much 
for the connections of Sir Bruce to 
have stoutly denied those rumours, 
for had they kept mum or behaved 
as if there were some truth in the 
rumour, the pnce quoted on Sir 
Bruce would have been higher 

On the race day, Allah Rakhkha 
was the pfime favourite with Sir 
Bruce next in demand and Dupont, 
following in the betting Allah 
Rakhkha and Sir Bruce settled 
down to make the pace Turning for 
home, RV Gowli who had been 
given the mount, took Sir Bruce 
ahead of Allah Rakhkha and as 
Dupont came up to challenge, Allah 
Rakhkha just faded away 

Sir Bruce went many lengths 
ihead and Gowli, sagely, kept him 
to his task His considerable lead 
itood him in good stead when 
Dncidium, who had been last but 
}ne early and who entered the 
itraight in sixth position, went at 
nm with raking Strides Gowli 
nade free use of the whip. Corner 
vas content to use his hands and 
leels Both went past the post, 
Qcked together and the tension, 
vhich hecTstarted at the very start 
vhen predominance was declared 
ij non-starter and which had built 
IP to boiling point as the Race 
irogressed, was now at it's height 


as the judge consulted the photo It 
showed Sir Bruce the winner by a 
short head in the good time of 1 
minute, 38 6 seconds 

Dupont was four lengths behind 
the runner-up and three-quarter 
length in front of Southern Glory 
Far and above was fifth. Royal 
Legacy sixth, Allah Rakhkha seve¬ 
nth, Celebrant, eighth and On The 
Move last of the nine three-year-old 
males who contested at level 
weight for a winner's prize of 
Rs 67,880 

Sir Bruce, an Everyday II- 
Hennessy was bred at the Doaba 
Stud by the Divyug Farms, and won 
his fourth race in as many starts for 
Mr and Mrs YM Chaudhary He 
was sent out by trainer Jamshed 
Dalai who has done remarkably 
well with him as he has done with 
the other Chaudhary animals in his 
yard, and was ridden in exemplary 
fashion by Gowli 

Everyday II is an American stal¬ 
lion of repute whose credentials are 
known to all serious racegoers and 
do not require elaboration here 
Hennessy is by Asopo-Abeyance 
(by Court Martial) She won seven 
races in her career, always over 
shorter distances Her most famous 
half-brother is Hard Hold, whose 
tally of 20 wins included the Indian 
2,000 Guineas He was a most ex¬ 
pensive failure in the Indian Derby 
and though he was a place-getter in 
the Invitation Cup, he was never ef¬ 
fective over a distance. 

Nonetheless, on breeding Sir 
Bruce is not likely to stay However, 
bloodlines are not the only consi¬ 
deration although they are of vital 
importance What is also important 
IS the training pattern and, on that 
score, Jamshed Dalai can be relied 
upon to plan the schedule of Sir 
Bruce for the greait occasion on 
July 14 

On the subject of training'sche¬ 
dules, It would appear that Onci- 
dium's target was not the tnal but is 
the Derby He has staying blood as 
he IS by Common Land-Amber For¬ 
est (by Yellow God) He was, indubi¬ 
tably, the fastest moving at the 
finish and he will be the oi>e to beat 
in the Derby. Dupont ran wpto ex¬ 
pectations, but hla eclipse Is unex¬ 
plainable as ne looked very fit and 
there was no question of him Hav¬ 


ing been overworked. Southern 
Glory's fourth was more in keeputg 
with his maiden vrctory than his 
subsequent one. it was conclusive¬ 
ly proved that it; was the 10-kilo 
weight difference which enabled 
Royal Legacy to beat dupont last 
time and though, it is understood, 
that the connections of far and 
above are hopeful of him making a 
brave show .n the Derby, his perfor¬ 
mance belied that expectation 

Sir Bruce's time was 0.6 second 
slower than that of Chaitanya Rath- 
am in the Fillies Tnal. To those who 
blindly follow timings that is of 
some significance, to this column it 
IS not. Sir Bruce (s the better of the 
two In any case, how will the time 
followers explain that Somero, car¬ 
rying 46 kilos Ih Class One (Sir 
Bruce carried 55) two races after 
the trial with no change in the track 
condition, clocked 0.8 second 
slower timing The truth is that 
timing in this country has little rele¬ 
vance as It IS determined by the 
pace of the front runner. 


A ge seems to be the mam preoc¬ 
cupation of the committee of 
the RWITC dunng the present off¬ 
season in Western India A decision 
to abide strictly by the 60 years 
retirement age of officials has, it is 
understood, been taken and if the 
decision is implemented, there yvill 
be plenty of room at the top the 
club's administration. 


The preoccupation extends to 
horses and it has now been decided 
that no subsidies will be paid for 
horses above seven. This is a step 
in the right direction. It is unforgiva¬ 
ble that great horses (Fair Court is 
the best example) are being raced 
in the lowest class in their old age. 
It IS also an act of cruelty. Th^ 
animals continue to be in training 
because the bulk of their maint^- 
ance costs come from subsidies 
Now that that has been stopjsed, 
they will probably be graciouaty re¬ 
tired. Replenishments are readily 
available as stud farms have m- 
pended their breeding activinea 
and with modern sclentmc 
methods, it is easier and Quicker to 
determine if a mars is holding. [ 



S OVIET Championship,, from 
which as many as five players 
proceed to the World Inter-Zonal, 
roduced a triple tie at the top in 
gia this year between the relative¬ 
ly unfancied and young players GM 
Victor Gavrikov, IM AIxander Cher- 
nin and untitled Miknail Gurevich 
with 11 points out 19. 

A triple tie also resulted for 4-6 
places between GMs Sokolov and 
Balashov and untitled Smagin with 
10’'2 and well known senior GMs 
like Psaknis, 10; Tukmakov, 
9v2;Sve8hnikov, 9'/*; Geller, 8; and 
Kupreichik, 7 viwere left behind. 

1.e4, e5 2.Nf3, Nc6 3.Bb5, a6 
4.Ba4, Nf6 5.00, Be7 6.Re1, b5 
7.Bb3,00 8.c3, d3 9.h3, Re8 10.d4, 
Bb7 11.a4, h6 12Nbd2, Bf8 
13.Bc2, exd5 14.cxd5, Nb4 

15.Bb1.c5 16.d5, Nd7 17.Nf1,f5?! 

18.ext5, Rxal 19Nxe1l, Nxd5 
20.Ra3!, Kh8? 21.Nf3, N5b6 
22.Re3!, d5 23.Re6l, d4 24.Ng5ll, 
Qc7 25.Nf7ch, Kg8 26,Nxh6ch!, 
gxh6 27.Qg4ch, Kh8 28.f6!, Nd5 

29.f7l, N7f6 30.Qg6, c4 31.Bf5!, 
1-^. 




K OOKING for snags and pitfalls is 
the hallmark of a fine player 
which is why Jaggi Shivdasani was 
able to bring home this hand; 

NoPH 

AU1062 

K43 

AOJ6 

2 

South 

K74 

je 

8S2 

A7663 

Playing in a league match against 
Parasrampuria’s team Jaggi found 
himself in "48" frorti the South end 
after a fancy transfer sequence, en¬ 
suing in the wake of their Precision 
"1 club". 

The opening lead was a lucky low 
heart away from the queen, fetch¬ 
ing East's ace. The contract looked 
safe. What coqld go wrong? Only 
the lethal combination of the dia¬ 
mond king off-«ide and bad breaks 
in both the pointed suitsi Jaggy 
won the heart return in dummy and 
ruffed the third heart in hand. He 


11 ....h6) Ruy Lopez; Smyslov 
Variation. White's 11.a4 varies 
from the MCO continuation 
11.Nbd2, Bf8 12.Nf1. h6 (The 
move order is 9...h6 and 12,..Bb7) 
13.Ng3, NaS 14.8c2. Nc4 15.Bd3, 
Nb6 16.Bd2, c5 (Hecht-Gligonc, 
1969). 

17 ..f5?!) A double-edged move, 
breaking White's centre, but weak¬ 
ening his own King side. 

19.Nxe II) After 19.Qxe1 Black 
can play 19...Bxd5 with the threat 

20...Bxf3 and if 20.Ra3, bxa4. 

20...Kh8?) This recautionary 
move does not seem necessary and 
in fact helps White's combination 
later. 

21 ...N5b67) Black wants to mobi¬ 
lise hts Pawns,but allows an easy 
entry for the White Rook. Better 
may be 20...N7b6. 

24.Ng5ll) The attack begins with 
a sacrifice which Black can hardly 
accept e.g. 24...hxg5? 25.Qh5ch, 
Kg8 26.f6, Nxf6 27.Rxf6!, Qxf6 
28.Bh7ch, Kh8 29.Bg6ch, Kg8 

30.Qh7 mate. 

31.Bf5l) If 31..Rxf6, Nxf6 

32.Qxf6ch, Bg7 33.Qg6, d3! 34. 


BRioee 


By Jirnny Mehta 

then finessed in diamonds and tost. 
A club return was wor. by the ace 
and a club ruffed on board fetching 
the fall of West's knave and king. 
The opponents carding up to this 
point suggested five hearts and 
two clubs with West but this was 
only a tentative count. If the spades 
and diamonds were evenly divided 
the hand would roll but what if 
West turned up with four spades 
and two diamonds? 

Jaggi cashed a high diamond, 
came up with the SK and played a 
low diamond from hand catering to 
the lay-out that was. 


West 

North 

AQ1062 

K43 

AQJ6 

2 

Eut 

J983 


5 

010762 


A98 

86 

South 

KI097 

KJ 


010984 

When 

K74 

J6 

862 

A76S3 

the thrid 

diamond was 


8xh6, Qr5; or 31 Bxh6, d3 32.Bg6. 
Bg7 permits some defence. 

Kupreichik - Geller 

First 7 moves as in the previous 
game. 8a4 (Anti-Marshall; Geller 
specialises in the Marshall Gambit 
8.c3. d5 S.exdS, NxdS lO.NxeS, 
NxeS n.RxeS, c6) 8..b4 9.d4 
(MCO gives 9.c3, d6 lO.aS, Be6) 

9.. .d6 10 dxe5. dxe5 11.Nbd2,8b7 
12.Qe2. Nd4 13.Qc5, Bd6l 
14.Nxd4, exd4 15.e5, Ng4i 

16. Qxd4 (16.exd67, Qh4) 16...Nxe5 

17. RxeS, BxeS, 18. QxeS, Re8 

19. Qg3?, Reich; 0-1 in view of 

20. Nf1,Rxf1ch21.Kxf1,Qd1 mate. 
White be should played 20.QhS 
with an unclear outcome. Black 
having compensation for material 
in the pin on White's QB. 

ENDGAME 

Last week’s ending by A. Motor 
(1973): White; Ka 1; Rg5; Nd8; Pb2. 
Black: KbS; Be3; Ps-b3, c2. Draw. 
I.NcSch, Kc8 2.Rg8ch, Kc7 
3.Rg7ch (or 3...Kxc6 4.Rc7ch etc 
with continuous checks or stale¬ 
mate) 3...Kb6 4.Rb7ch, Kc4 (If 

4.. .Ka6 5.Nb4ch, Kxb7 6. 
c1QchQc6 7.Nxc1, Bxcl, Bxcl is a 
draw) 5.Nb4ch, Kxb7 6,Nd3, cl Qch 
7.Nxc1, Bxcl is a draw; White 
simply repeats Kbi/Kal) S.RbSch, 
Kd6 (or 5...Kxb5 6.Nd4ch, Kb4 7. 
Nxb3, Kxb3 stalemate) 6. RdSch 
etc; if 3...Kd6 4.Rd7ch etc. 

White to play and win 


played this was the position: 



North 



AQIO 



ml 



A6 


West 

ml 

Ea»t 

J98 


ml 

107 


ml 

ni) 

South 

109^ 

ml 

7 

Q109 


ml 



8 



765 



It was pointless for West to ruff 
on air so he discarded a heart. Jaggi 
was then able to ruff the last dia¬ 
mond in hand which West could 
over-ruff for the last defensive trick. 
If Jaggi had routinely drawn 
trumps, he’d have ended up losing 
two diamonds and a trump in addi¬ 
tion to the heart ace already lost 

Jaggi played the hand well but 
his play could have been improved 
upon. Do you see how? Jaggi s line 
would have failed if West had a 
2,5,4,2 distribution for instance. He 
could have spread his safety net 
wider.> 

K3 






Pen Friendjs Corner 


Suvro Ganguly - 20 

33/4 Jogipara road, Oum Oum. 
Calcutta-700028. 

Music, sportsweek, travelling. 

Ms. Kasturi Dasgupta - 22 

P-15.16,17, Gariahat Road 
South 

Flat NE, 8th floor, Calcutta-700 
068. 

Reading, painting, singing, music, 
sports. 

Sunil Kumar Pal -15 

G-101, Nanak Pura, New 
Delhi-110021. 

Cricket, western music, 

Ms. Arundhati N Char -19 
1 /99, MIG flats. Karelibaug, 
Baroda-390 018, Gujarat. 

Music, reading, movies, 
gardening. 

Khalid Mustafa -18 

Jamia Millia Islamia, 

Deptt of Technology, 

Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-110 
025. 

Poetry, music, soccer, penpals 

Wasiq All Khan -17 

Oil - SR. Kidwai Hostel, 

Jamia Millia Islamia. 

Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-110 
025 

Cricket, radio, science and 
technology. 

Md. Ayaz Ahmad -18 

S.I.M. 04, Boys hostel 
Jamia Milliah Islamia Deptt. of 
Technology. 

Jamia Nagar New 
Delhi-110-025. 

Reading, T.T penpals. 

Vikas Khandekar-18 

Khadi and V.l Commision, 

P B. 34. Ambala Cantt-133 001 
Classical Music, cricket. 

Suresh Nair 

Flat No. 23, Vani 353/28 
Vallabhbaug Lane, Ghatkopar, 
Bombay-400 077. 

Cricket, reading, music. 


1. Has angling ever been included 
in the Olympic Games? 

2. Who was the first man to re¬ 
present two countries in Olym¬ 
pic Games? 

3. A Czech athlete and his wife 
won gold medals in the same 
Olympic games, the husband in 
track events and wife in field 
events-who were they? 

4. In the 1932 Olympics a Japan¬ 
ese won the hundred meters 
freestyle swimming event- 
who was he? 

5. Which is the biggest swim-, 
ming pool in the world and 
where is it situated? 

6. Who was the winner of the 
women's singles title in the 

’ 1983 World Badfnintoh Cham- 


Sanyib Mukherjae -16 
Mukherjee Bhawan, Mahananda 
para, 

Post-Siliguri, 0arjee)ing-734 
401. 

Cricket, penpals. 

Prabirkumar Sinha -22 
C/o Directorate of Entry Tax. 

8B, Nelie Sengupta Sarani, 
Calcutta-700087. 

Music, movies, astrology. 

Mayuddin Momin -16 

TV. Road, Near Vailabhnagar 
society. 

Nadiad-387001. 

Cricket, swimming, driving 

A. Samad Momin -18 

C/o G A. Momin, T.V Road, 
Momin Waad, Nadiad-387 001 
Cricket, music, travelling 

Shailendra Kumar Srivastva -18 

Q No. 12/B Railway Colony 
Chunar, Mirapur-231 304 
Cricket, reading, movies 
Ms. Anmarie N Dookie -19 
3-3/4 mp Penal Rock Road, 

C/o Penal Rock Post Office, Via 
Penal 

Republic of Trinidad - West 
Indies. 

Dancing, music, movies, 
travelling. 

Radila Rampersad - 28 

32 Church Street, Duncan 
village, 

San Fernando, Trinidad, West 
Indies. 

Penpals. 

Baijit Singh Rana -15 

C/o Dr. B.S. Rana, 

Anjala -143 102, Amristar 
Punjab 

Philately, painting, gardening. 

Rana Harjit Pal Singh -14 

C/o Dr. Yashpal Singh Rana, 
Ajnala -143 102, Amristar, 
Punjab 

Travelling, sports, penpals. 

Madhusudhan B Jain -19 


Hostel No. 4, Room No 85, 
Regional Engineering College, 
Jaipur-302017 
Reading, cricket, photography. 

Manish Kumar Tyagi -18 

Room No. 91, Hostel No. 4 
M R. Engineering College. 
Jaipur-302017, 

Cricket, palmistry, T.T. 

Ms. Seeta - 23 

M Windor Road, Valsayn North, 
Trinidad and Tobago, West 
Indies 

Correspondence, movies, 
penpals (age group 20-35) 

Rahul Rele-21 

165/A.Dr.B.A. Road, 

Vincent Chambers, Dadar, 
Bombay 400014. 

Swimming, riding, penpals. 

Ms. Megha Kathane -17 

Q.N 0 . 2 OA, Street-6 
Sector-1 BhillaiM,P.490 001 
Philately, reading, penpals. 

Ms. Vaishali Sawai 

Q.No L 19/3, Baily Shop 
Quarters, 

Kampree road, Nagpur-440 017. 
Cricket, philately 

Roshan Sawai -12 

No. L 19/3, Baily Shop Quarters, 
Kampree road, Nagpur-440 01 7 
Cricket, hockey, philately 

Yusuf H ShahervValla-31 

25, Goghari Mansion llnd 
Hasanabad Lane, 

Santacruz, Bombay-400054. 
Cricket, television, (Preferance 
from South Africa or West Indies) 

Rauna Jeet Hanspal -14 

30, Tatanagar Mills, 
Jamshedpur-831 002 
Music, sports, chess. 

Mohammed Asif 

C/o. Abdul Gaffar, 

Bombay Soad Factory, llnd floor, 
Ganjekhet, Nagpur-18 
Travelling, reading, penpals. 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SCORE? 


pionship? 

7. Who has been the tallest bask- 
etball player to represent Great 
Britain uptill now? 

8. In which year was the English 
Amateur Billiards Champion¬ 
ship instituted? 

9. Who was the first person to 
attempt round arm bowling? 

10. To which countries do the 
following cricketers belong-a) 
Xeruiphon Balaskas, and biles 


Favell? 

11. Has there been a instance in 
Test cricket when no one in the 
batting side in an entire inning 
has reached double figures? 

ANSWERS 
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3 In the recent Ranji final, Madan 
Lai did Bhaskar Piliay for a run, 
only for that worthy to stay put 
and see his skipper go back to 
the pavillion (4) 


Q. How many times has Rudy 
Hartono won the All England 
Championship and in which 
years? 

Sameer Chauhan. 

Raichur 

A Rudy Hartono of Indonesia has 
won the All England Championship 
eight times all-together, seven 
times m succession, from 1968 to 
1974, and once in 1976 

Q. Who were the winners of 
the men's singles title in the 
French Open Tennis Champion¬ 
ship from 19747 

Devendra Oubey, 
Lucknow. 


A 1974 - Bjorn Borg (Sweden), 
1975 - Bjorn Borg, (Sweden) 1976 
- Adnano Panatta, Italy), 1977 - 
Guillermo Vilas (Argentina), 1978 - 
1979 - 1980 - 1981 > Bjorn Borg 
(Sweden), 1982 - Mats Wilander 
(Sweden), 1983 - Yannick Noah 
(France), 1983 - Ivan Lendl (Cze¬ 
choslovakia), and 1985 - Mats 
Wilander (Sweden) 


CL What was ^ venue of the 
second Test metdi between In¬ 
dia and England of the 1962 
series? What was the result and 
who scored the highest runs In 
that Test match? 

Rahul Bahuguna, 
Sewri, Bombay, 


A. The venue of the second Test 
between indto and En^and of the 
1962 Taet S^liSS was at Lord's, 
match was won 
Wickets, Vinoo 
red ^highest 
It Tes^ He scored 1B4, 
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5. Ransde, a famous name In the 
tennis world (6). 

6. South Africa holding‘it* giri (4). 

7. On and off? (6). 

8 Donnelly in the New Zealand 
team of yesterday, the younger 
Crowe today (6) 

10. Did in front of ball an antic (4) 

11 Memory of haying lost it very 
narrowly is not easy to erase 
( 6 ). 

12 Football IS - and - is football 
(4) 

DOWN 


1 South Afnca’s not so fairy-tale 
view of England's Ashes- 
winning fast bowler? (4 5) 

2 What the easy-going jockey 
does (4) 

3 Somethino to Australia's credit 
in tennis (4) 

4 What Tiger Pataudi habitually 
was even in his playing days. 


QUESTION 

BOX 


runs coming in as an opening bats¬ 
man m the second innings 


IrBSt weBk*B solution 
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though that in no wey affected 
his ability to negotiate such a 
ball (4 5) 

8 Utopian wicket-keeper? (4) 

9 BanerjeecouidbeBari(4) 

.„ ,1 

Teats, 11 innibgs, 3 times ndt out, 
55 runs, 14 as highest at an aver¬ 
age of 6 87 He hea takan 25 wdck- 
ets, at an average of 28.28 Hand- 
kar has played 2 Tests, 4 innings, 
not out once, 56 runs,'32 not put as 
highest at an average of 18.86. He 
has siso taken one wicket 


Q. How many runs have Ajit 
Wadekar and M L Jaisimha 
scored in the Duieep Trophy 
Cricket Tournament? Sujata Pa- 

tll. 

Pune. 


CL What was the venue and the 
exact date of the Brat Winter 
Olympic Games? How many 
countries participated? 

Narendra Kafetkar, 
Naaik. 


A Ajit Wadekar has scored 1545 
runs at an average of 67 17, and 
M L Jaisimha has scored 1456 
runs at an average of 46 96 in the 
Duieep Trophy Cricket Tourna¬ 
ment 

Q. Has Rajinder Pal played in 
Tests for India? If yes, give his 
Test record? 

Sukhvinder Singh, 
Bombay. 

A Yes, Rajinder Pal has repre¬ 
sented India in one Test match He 
played two innings, not out once, 
scored six runs, three not out as 
highest, at an average of 6.00. 

Q. What are the Test records of 
K.M. Rangnekar, Mohammad 
Nissar, and M.S. Haridkar? 

SaniaySahu, 

Batoda. 


A. Rangnekar hss played three 
Tests. SIX innings, scored 33 runs, 
18 as highest st an average of 
5.50. 

Mohammed Niaaar has played 6 


A. The venue of the first Winter 
Olympics was at Chamonix, France 
from 25th January to 4th February, 
1924 16 countries participated in 
these Games. 

CL How many runs did Bunii 
Gavaskar score in the second 
Test of the 1979 earies against 
England? 

Buresh Bhada, 
Qoregaon. Bombay. 

A. Gavaskar scored 42 in the first 
innings and 59 in the second in¬ 
nings. 

. What are the birth dates of 
Chandraksnt Pandit and Sadan- 
and Vishwanadi? 

Jayesh Motiram, 
Indore. 


A. Chandrakanth Pandit - 30 - *9 
-1961, Sadaned Vishwanath^- 29 
-11-1962. 
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To.promote friendship 
and goodwill 

I T may be recalled that the 
Quadrangular Soccer Tourna¬ 
ment was started by the Ceylon 
(now Sri Lanka) Football Associa¬ 
tion 33 years ago. The participation 
of the four countries, Indian, Pakis¬ 
tan, Burma and Sri Lanka in a 
common tournament had its own 
advantages in promoting friendship 
and goodwill 

I am sure even now that if there is 
a reciprocal exchange of soccer 
and hockey teams between these 
countries periodically, much of the 
present political tension would be 
defused 

I would suggest that India, being 
the biggest country in this area, 
should now take the initiative and 
start some such tournament. The 
aims and obiectives of this tourna¬ 
ment should be to promote friend¬ 
ship and better understanding 
among the participating countries 

I stress the need for the revival of 
such a tournament because the 
.present situation is in dire need of 
some such outlet to settle political 
differences, 

S. Hussain 
v (Dilrugarh) 

The Handicapper 
was correct 

A ccording to Raiibird, r.r. 

Byramji, trainer of Fun of Fayre 
has complained against the handi¬ 
capping of his ward in relation to 
Turkish Light and Raiibird thinks 
that placing Fun of Fayre five kilos 
above Turkish is wrong 

In my opinion, the tfandicapper 
was quite right. At the last winter in 
the Ardent Knight Cup, Fun of Fayre 
was 49 kilos while Turkish Light 
was Piloted 62 kilos. Fun of Fayre 
won by one length 

In their next meeting, which was 
the Sprinters Trial Stakes (a terms 
race) Fun of Fayre was at the 50.5 
kilos mark and Turkish Light at 
55 5 kilos. In other words, Turkish 
Light was running eight kilos better 
terms In spite of this, Turkish Light 
finished 1'''' lengths behind Fun of 
Fayre (race won by Shakti who 
carried 55 kilos.) 

The Handicapper was therefore 
correct in making Fun of Fayre 
(who before the close of winter 
won the Hyderabad Silver Vase 
carrying 60.5 kilos) give five kilos 
to Turkish Light. 

Surely the Handicapper couldn't 
have ignored the performance, df 
the two animals in the Sprinters 



Trial stakes merely because it was 
a terms race. It was not the weight 
that stopped Fun of Fayre. The 
Bangalore Handicapper generally 
does not make a mistake. He didn’t 
in the latest case. 

K.Ganeshan 
(Madras) 


‘Superstars of Soccer’ 

M any, many thanks to Deba- 
brata Chowdhury for his 
superb serial ‘Superstars of 
Soccer'. Soccer is the number one 
sport in the world and it is unfor¬ 
tunate that it receives such little 
exposure in our country. 

- Chowdhury's choice of players 
has been very good. I do hope that 
he will write on Lev Yashin, the 
former Russian star and number 
one goalkeeper in the woild who 
lost his legs four months ago due to 
an operation 

Kaushik Majumdar 
(Ranchi-8) 


Sports conscious 

I would like to thank the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India and the 
World Cup committee specifically 
for allotting the World Cup final to 
Calcutta. 

The people of Calcutta are 
amongst the most sports cons¬ 
cious in the country and in a sense 
this decision is a homage to them. 
Also, there can be no better venue 
for such an important match than 
the Eden Gardens. For sheer beauty 
and capacity, the Eden Gardens is 
unrivalled 

Oass. K. Sandy 
(Jamshedpur) 

A lesson for menfolk 

I NDIA failed to grab a single medal 
at the L.A. Games last year. Yet, 
the ones who salvaged some pride 
for the country were the five 
women athletes, who on that trip 
achieved a remarkable tally of one 
Commonwealth, two Asian and 
four Indian marks for the record 
books. 

The secret df the success of the 
women is the tremendous upsurge 
in competitive sports for women. 
Coaching centres are witness to 
immaculately turned out women 
training away with the kind of dedi¬ 
cation which should shanrie the 
men.' 

India now rio longer have to look 


up to the Gavaskars; Kapils, Padu 
kones or Krishnans to bring laurel! 
to the country. We have tfw likes o 
P.T. Usha Snd her kin to do thi 
same. Women like Shiny Abraham 
Asha Agarwal, Bachendri Pal, Am 
Ghia, Indu Puri, Diana Eduliee an< 
Usha herself have redeemed India': 



Shiny Abraham 


prestige during the last couple of 
years. 

If carefully nurtured, these 
sportswomen have tremendous 
potential to keep the country's flag 
flying high for years to come. 

Shiibhadra Datta 
(Calcutta-29) 

u 

Worthwhile efforts 


P ERMIT me the indulgence of 
your columns with reference to 
the article by P.N. Sunderasen in 
Sportsweek dated June 12-8, 
1985. 

It is nice to be remembered after 
18 years of retirement. An appre¬ 
ciation and rememberance like this 
article makes a sportsman or 
sportswomen feel all efforts and 
sacrifices have been worthwhile. 


Today India^leads the world in 
billiards and snooker. We should be 
justifiably proud that two Indians 
are world champions in both these 
games. 

Thank you Mr. Sundaresan. 
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Another 

GtxindSlam from 
Orient Longman 

Tennis. Second in the series of Wills 
Book of Excellence after the Olympics 
.sii<;(:e,\s story. Ifs 192 pages of e.xcitement. 
f N It’s over 140 colour action 

photographs from the world's 
leading photo agencies. It's the 
agony and the ecstasy. The 
gripping moments! 

Human pa.sston.s. dreams, 
despair—in play on the 
tennis courts of the world. 

All at an unbelievable 
Rs 135 per copy. 



STATUrORV WARNING 


CIGAREHE SMOKING IS 
INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Proiiioliiig feteelleiKv in sport 
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AMCO 
it takes you 

where your spirit dictates 
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KELTRON COLOUR TV WtNS 

THE BEST TV'AWARD 



* 

At an all - India competition held at New Delhi, Keltron 
Colour TV has been ad/udged the best, indigenously produced 
Colour TV by Electronics Components Industries 
Association (ELCtNA) 

The widespread faith in Keltron quality is even evident 
in the Gulf where over 2000 persons have preferred Keltron 
Colour TV over foreign brands Even Doordarshan have 
placed orders on Keltron for community viewing in remote 
villages 

Keltron TV is backed by a prompt nationwide after-sales 
service network-even after the warranty period under a 
service contract Plus the lowest failure rate—less than 0 05% 


KELTRON TV 

Higher quality at a lower price 


• TROPICALISED 

• 1 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 


SsKEURDN 

Know-how to serve the people 
Kerala State Electronics 
Devetopment Corporation Limited 

CONSUMER ELECTRONICS DIV6I0N, 
Sasthamangalam.Tnvandrum-695010, 
Phone 63106 








BHOLA’S CLASSES 

THE BEST FOR SCHOLARS 


THE ONLY UNIT WITH A BIG DIFFERENCE 

REGULAR AND VACATION BATCHES 

IX & X - ENGUSH AND GUJARATI MEDIUM 
X S.S.C.ANDI.CS.E. 

XI & XII -SCIENCE AND COMMERCE, 

ADMISSIONS & INQUIRIES AT; 

CHOWPATTY: Lane Opp. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, L.N.H.O. Compound, 7, 

K.M. Munshi Road, Tel: 822 88 79. 

DADAR : 201, Hind Ri^mithan Bldg., Near DadarC.R.Stn. 

Tel; 448547. 

VILE PARLE : Namdar Bldg., Opp. Parle RIy. Stn. (W). Tel; 614 3883. 

THANE ; Bhola’s Institute, Behind Ashok Talkies, Near DattaMaadir. 

Tel: 508320. 

PUNE ; Ruchi Apartment, Behind Sai Petrol Pump, Deccan Gymkhana. 

Tel: 31692. 

COME AND FEEL PROUD OF OUR TEACHING 


ALL BRANCHES AIR CONDITIONED 








Sevtfntwifth Vmt Of PabKeation 
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PAQEe 

TH€ ashes series of 1965 pro¬ 
mises to be one of the best of all 
time With both Australia and Eng¬ 
land evenly matched, a tense, hard 
struggle is ahead for both teams 
Pat Gibson reports on the Lord's 
Test 


PAGE 10 

■|AN WAS even more upset that 
my efforts were going unrewarded 
He did not think too much of me as 
a sledger,' writes Allan Lamb in the 
second extract from his autobio 
graphy - The Allan Lamb Story A 
SPORTSWEEK exclusive 

PAGE 22 

AFTER He sent No 11 seed Yan¬ 
nick Noah tumbling out of the tour 
nament in the third round of the All 
England Championships, Amritraj s 
love affair with Wimbledon is grow 
ing A report on tire Indian tennis 
ace s shock victory over the fancied 
Noah 




PAGE37 

THEY Are the Wimbledon 
Chauffeuses who get arourtd £200 
a week for driving the players to 
and from their West End hotels th¬ 
roughout the tournament A report 
by Hilary Doting on these giris who 
get to know the tennis stars first 
hand 

PAGE 40 

FOR ALL HIS frenzied acts all th 
at Cheema earned was a yellow 
card when an ouster looked to be 
the only punishment,' writes Deba- 
brata Chowdhury in his report on 
the Calcutta Soccer I eague now in 
progress 

PAGE46 

KRISHNAN REALLY lifted his 
game with a professional approach, 
in contrast *to the happy go lucky 
manner of the amateur,’^ writes P N 
Sundaresan, continuing his trend¬ 
setters series with Ramanathan 
Krishnan 
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Page 27 - Eight page exclusive colour supplement of 
National squash champion Meherwan Oaruwalla 
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AUSTRALIA IN ENGLAND 

Second Tett 


Played at Lord’s from d^jute 27<July 2,19f 


Chalk up one for 
the Aussies too! 


By Pat Gibson 


A llan Border, so often Austra¬ 
lia's man of crisis in the recent 
past, pulled his side out of a last day 
mire and ensured that the two 
teams go to Old Trafford for the 
third Test with the series level 

With only 81 runs to make on the 
fifth day and seven wickets in hand, 
Australia suffered some jolts before 
reaching their target with four 
wickets to spare Border remained 
unconquered with 41 and there is 
little doubt thar without his stabilis 
ing influence Australia would have 
capitulated to Botham and the spin¬ 
ners Edmonds and Emburey 

Border's overnight partner Wes- 
sels was run out by a smart piece of 
fielding by Oavid Gower and Boon 
too did not last long But Wayne 
Phillips played a bridf, attacking 
innings of 29 and his 51-run part¬ 
nership with Border put the issue 
beyond doubt 

Border was named man of the 
match, his magnificent 196 in the 
Australian first innings being the 
piece de resistance of the Test But 
Ian Botham, the rumbustious Eng- 
I and all rounder ran him close with 
s even wickets in the match and 85 
runs in England second innings 

F irst day 

D avid Gower passed his public 
examination in captaincy at 
Lord s without having to answer 
half of the questions 

He' secured his position for the 
rest nf the summer by making 86 of 
Englands 273 for eight after they 
had been put into bat by Australia 

All they really wanted to see from 
Gower was a rtiturn of the touch 
and timing that make him one of 
the wo rid s finest stroke players - 
coupled with a sense of responsibi 
lity 

And t hey were therefor all to see 
as he st<3yed 3 ’ ^ hours and stroked 
12 4s ito salvage an innings that 
would fiave been a bit of a sham 
bles without him 

There was something irt ^he 
wicket for the seamers and Craig 
McDermott gave Australia a great 


start by trapping Tim Robinson, the 
hero of Headingley, leg before for 
169 runs less than he got at Leeds 

McDermott won another Ibw de¬ 
cision against Graham Gooch, who 
looked genuinely aggrieved be¬ 
cause he obviously thought his pad 
was outside the line of the off- 
stump 

Mike Getting, Gower's only ser¬ 
ious rival for the captaincy did his 
best to help his skipper repair the 
damage by sharing a third-wicket 
stand of 48 in 12 overs 

But he did his cause no good at 
all when he fell leg before offering 
no stroke to Geoff Lawson in sick- 
eningty similar fashion to those two 
dismissals against West Indian 
Malcolm, Marshall at Lord s last 
summer tha\ cost him his Test 
place 1 • 


• 

Allan Lamb could not time h 
shots any better than Getting he 
done - but England were helped fc 
an epidemic of no-balls from Lav 
son, who was called 13 times 
four oveiS by umpire David Evar 
and 19 times in all 

And when Gower reached on 
his fourth half-century in 21 ii 
nings since taking over the caj 
taincy from Bob Willis last year an 
advanced towards his highei 
score in office, Australia's gambi 
seemed to have misfired 

But then Gower, having just h 
McDermott gloriously through th 
covers off the back foot, went fc 
an ambitious off-drive and edge 
straight to his opposite number A 
Ian Border at second slip 

That was three balls before la 
Botham who had announced hi 












arrival with a thunderous cover 
drive off Lawson went for a similar 
stroke, failed to spot a welt- 
disguised slower ball and thick- 
edged to deep backward point 

But It looked even worse when 
Lamb, who had struggled to 47 in 
156 minutes fished outside the 
off-stump and was caught behind 
to make England an apprehensive 
211 for Six 

And It was just as well that the 
Middlesex trio of Paul Downton 
with another gritty 21 John Em 
burey, with a gallant 33 and Phil Ed 
monds coniured up another 62 
runs by the end of a day that must 
have given satisfaction to both 
sides 

Second day 

M ike GATTING could go down 
in history as the England crick 
eter who literally threw away a Test 
match against Australia 

Gatting s jubiliation at catching 
Australian captain Allan Border at 


short-leg for 87 yesterday turned 
abruptly to deepest despair - at 
Lords of alt places' 

For Gatting, after struggling with 
and then apparently holding the 
ball as Border clipped left-arm spin 
ner Phil Edmonds firmly off his legs 
triumphantly flicked it into the air 

Then, with Border heading for the 
pavilion, in acceptance of his dib 
missal neither Gatting nor Paul 
Downton diving forlornly m oppo 
site directions could cati h thr b ill 
before it hit the ground 

Their frenzied reaction tended to 
give the lie to any claim that the 
catch had been held and umpire 
Dickie Bird stoically refused to 
uphold England s agonised appeal 

That incident naturally oversha 
dowed everything else that hap 
pened on a gloomy frustrating 
second day 

But until then BoTder himself 
had similarly overshadowed ever 
ything else by batting with a degree 
of skill and confidence which is ob 



viously beyond any of his players 

Border consideted that his gam¬ 
ble of putting Englartd in to bat had 
paid off when they were alf out for 
290 - thanks to fast bowler Craig 
McDermott who confirmed his 
vast potential with six for 70 in only 
his fourth lest 

But not too many Australians 
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AUSTRALIA IN ENGLAND- 


shared Border's optimisrrr once 
England s seamers, bowling far bet¬ 
ter than they had done in the first 
Test, got to \{irork on a pitch allow¬ 
ing them considerable movement 

They got an unexpected bonus 
when Graeme Wood - again unable 
to control his suicidal tendencies - 
virtually swept Paul Allott straight 
to John Emburey at long leg 

Andrew Hilditch lived danger¬ 
ously before Neil Foster hit his off- 
stump and then Ian Botham took 
over to have Kepler Wessels leg- 
before and David Boon caught be 
hind ' 

But if 101 for four represented a 
crisis, then the Aussie captain did 
not recognise it 

He reached his half-century out 
of 77 off only 71 balls and looked in 
complete control until that extraor¬ 
dinary Border incident 

The dashing Greg Ritchie helped 
him put on 82 in 72 minutes Rit¬ 
chie finished on 46, with Border 
poised ominously on 92 - scored 
off only 138 balls with nine 4s - 
when bad light ended play 

Third day 

A llan border the next day ad¬ 
ded pain to Mike Qatting’s 


acute embarrassment at Lord's by 
amassing a fabulous 196 - his 
highest ever Test score 
Border was denied a maiden dou¬ 
ble century when he was caught at 
second slip by Graham Gooch off 
Ian Botham after 450 minutes at 
the crease 


But Border, a magnificent bats¬ 
man and an inspiring skipper, had 
put his side firmly in the driving 
seat 

He has the ability to hit the loose 
ball to the boundary time and time 
again And how he made England 
suffer 

And It was a trifle sad to see Rit¬ 
chie fall just SIX runs short of his 
second Test ton The Queensland 
nght-hander played so very well 
Like England's Tim Robinson he s a 
classy back foot player, always a 
good sign at this level 

Ritchie was a marvellous help to 
Border just when his country need¬ 
ed It most, and even the most 
Patriotic Englishman could not 
nave begrudged him another half 
dozen runs 

Foster and Paul Allott got very lit¬ 
tle out of a good batting wicket 
although Allott looking incredu¬ 
lously at David Evans when the um¬ 
pire refused him a catch behind the 
wicket with the Lancs paceman 
convinced that Ritchie had got a 
touch 

Paul Oownton's appeal was 
equally confidant, but Evans was 
not to be persuaded and Ritchie, of 
course went onto score another 43 
runs 

Gower should have given Both¬ 
am the ball before introducing Ed¬ 
monds and John Emburey, but it 
was not until the ball was a few 
overs old in the afternoon that 



Botham vkas called upon. 

As he has done so in the past he 
quickly added to his fabulous haul 
of Test Wickets, Ritchie, looking in¬ 
creasingly dangerous with every 
passing minute, departed in Both¬ 
am's third over and Wayne Phillips, 
aftw a quickfire was picked up 
by Edmonds close in 
So Botham had struck two telling 
blows to add to his dismissals of 
Kepler Wessels and,0avid Boon on 
Friday, What a map he is for the big 
occasion 

But It was Border England were 
so desperately anxious to remove - 
and he showed no inclinatien at all 
to go He was still there at when 
Australia, at 371 -6, were 81 ahead 

Border's contnbution then was 
184, and although he had scored 
only a dozen runs in the hour before 
tea his mere presence was enough 
to give the Aussies the edge 

Fourth day 

A stupendous partnership of 131 
between Ian Botham and Mike Gat- 
ting revived England lust when it 
seemed that they would lose by an 
innings. Ian Botham, played a high*- 
ly responsible innings which was 
quite out of character 

He joined Getting with England 
tottering on 98 for six. For the next 
two and a quarter hours these two 
batting splendily put on 131 before 
Botham tned to loft Bob Holland 
over long off, miscued the stroke 
and was comfortably caught by 
Border at cover. 

To make matteni worse for Eng¬ 
land, Paul Downton was caught off 
the very next ball and it took all of* 
Mike Getting's ingenuity tp farm 
the strike which enabled England to 
reach 261. 

Holland finished with five wick¬ 
ets in the innings in a skilful display, 
of tog spin bowling. The damage' 
earlier in the day had been done by 
Geoff Lawson who took three wick¬ 
ets in an inspired spell and Craig 
McDermott who took one more 
wicket to add Gooch's dismissal 
the day before, 

Australia wens toft with a target 
of 127, but if they thought that they 
wars going to have an easy pas^ 
sage they had not contended with 
the irtepresibie &>thsm. 

In spite of a bruised fbot whioh 
was heavily bandaged. Bodiam 
bowled a hoatito opening aball aad 
rernovad Hilditch and wo^ in hto 
first three ovate. With Aitotoettina . 


Ltkt them ? rvg hei n^een pfarcatf 
in case hoattgantsm spreads h the UCC t 
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updated to June 18,1985, when England won th¬ 
eir 226th Test in a total of 612 against all countnes 
(158 defeats, 229 drawn). It is their 84th Test victory 
in a total of 252 'Ashes* Tests vs Australia. This tally 
includes 95 defeats against the Aussies, with 73 
drawn Australia suffered their 132nd defeat in a to¬ 
tal of 450 Tests against all countries (191 won, 126 
drawn, 1 tied) 

Highest Totals at Headingley 

E NGLAND'S 533 in the recent Test replaces their 
previous highest of 496 in 1948 a^mst Brad¬ 
man's invincibles as the top total against the Aussies 
at this venue 

However, England's record for their highest total in 
any Headingley Test remains inviolate, viz 550 
for four declared vs India in 1967 
Of course, the record for the top-most tally in a 
Headingley Test remains Australia's 584 in 1934 
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38 Century Stands for England at Headingley 
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THE ALLAN LAMB STORY 



T here is no tougher conflict in 
world sport than England versus 
Australia at cricket There is no love 
lost on the field and the Ashes are 
so important to Australia 

They are to England, too and you 
can bet your last dollar that we are 
determined to regain them this 
summer 

And there will be plenty of 
sledging out there in the middle 
Sledging is making cutting remarks 
at the batsman hoping to put him 
off his stroke, shake his confidence 
The Australians are expert at it' 

Bob Willis had always been 
strictly opposed to any sledging by 
his England players-he cares very 
much about the image of the 
game-but Ian Botham and myself 
did try it in the second Test on the 
82 83 tour out there 

I had a strange experience when I 
found Kepler Wessels playing 
against me for Australia Like me 
he was born in South Africa In fact 
we played in the same Western 
Province side before he joined 
Kerry Packer met and married, an 
Australian girl and decided to make 
the country his home 

In this Brisbane Test we were 
each determined to do better than 
the other He won the argument, 
scoring 162 in Australia s first in¬ 
nings when opening whereas I 
made only 12 But I think I can 
claim a little credit for Kepler s cen¬ 
tury-if credit IS the right word 

He had changed a great deal 
since we last played together and I 
was guilty of not taking that into 
consideration when I advised the 
line England should bowl to him 

Even in his early days Kepler had 
a widish stance but it was even 
more pronounced when I saw him 
play again I was to discover the 
reason later 

During his Western Province 
days, he was prone to getting out in 


I teach Ian 
to swear-in 
Afrikaans 


the gully region off a shortish deliv 
ery bowled on or about the off 
stump although being a very sound 
leg side player 

I advised England to bowl around 
his off stump but Kepler had turned 
into a sound player square on either 
side of the wicket against shortish 
deliveries They were his most pro 
ductive strokes as a result of his 
widening his stance 

But that had made him more vul 
nerable against the ball pitched up 
around his leg stump and yet I had 
said It had been one of his strong 
points 

Ian Botham always likes to try to 
sort out a batsman with a short ball 
and he needed no second invitation 
to do so against Kepler after what I 
had said Ian grew more and more 
upset when Kepler smashed him 
with great disdain to the boundary 
with square cuts or pulls 

As Kepler grew in confidence m 
his stay which was to last just over 
seven and a-half hours, the more 
frustrated Ian became until he 
came over to me and said, 'You 
know a few Afrikaans swear words 
Haveago’athim 

I thought up some juicy ones and 
mdulgecT in a little sledging every 
time Kepler got within earshot no¬ 
body else - least of all the umpires - 
having a clue what I was saying For 
all they knew I could just have been 
passing the time of day 

Kepler knew all right, but it did 
not make the slightest difference 
His expression never changed For 
all the effect it had on his game I 
might just as well have been swear 
ing in Afrikaans at a kangaroo' 

Ian was even more upset that my 
efforts were going unrewarded He 
obviously did not think too much of 
me as a sledger 

That night ha had me teach him 
some Afnkaans swear worda and 
insulting phrases, which he put into 
operation himself the next morning. 
Again, it did not make any differ¬ 
ence to Kepler s composure, except 
that, this time, s gentle sniite played 
on his lips when fan let go. . 


He obviously realised what had 
happened and could see the amus 
ing side of it all He could afford to 
He had the last laugh with a century 
debut 

T o make things worse for me in 
this private battle Kepler came out 
on top when I batted again I had 
made 12 when Jeff Thomson 
bowled me a shortish delivery 
which I flicked off my hips Alth 
ough I did not t atch the ball com 
pletely right I got enough bat on it 
for It to go for a certain four to the 
shortish boundary square of the 
wicket 

Or so I thought - until short 
square leg got in the way It caught 
him right in the mid riff before he 
could get his hands to it doubled 
turn up so quickly that the ball was 
trapped in his body and I was on 
my way back Who was the short 
squdie leg? Kepler Wessels' 

Australian wicketkeeper Rodney 
Marsh once called me a cheating 
South African He went further, 
from his position squatting 15 






paces or so behind the wicket in a 
Test match, "You're just like the 
rest of them. You're alt the .same," 
he shouted, mixing in another cou¬ 
ple of colourful words for added 
effect. 

It haF>pened when I had made 31 
towards the 481 was to make in the 
first Test in Perth - my first Test ap¬ 
pearance against the Aussies. Den¬ 
nis 'Lillee was bowling when I 
attempted to cut him and Marsh 
made a great song-and-dance 
about taking a catch behind the 
wicket. 

The appeal was turned down, 
much td the disgust of Marsh and 
the annoyance of Lillee, who 
snatched his sun hat away from the 
umpire at the end of the over. This 
was the time Greg Chappell was 
forced to intercede and remon¬ 
strate with his fiery fast bowler. 

The turning down of the appeal 
for the catch was the reason, for 
Marsh's outburst against me. The 
subject came up again when Marsh 
eventually had an appeal against 
me upheld, this time diving forward 
do snatch an inside edge when I 
played forward against off-spinner 
Bruce Yardley. It was a smart piece 
of work. 

Strangely, it was one time I did 
not find the remark particularly of¬ 
fensive, or get upset because 
somebody had stuck a South Afri¬ 
can label on me when I was trying 
to do my best for England. 

I knew it was nothing personal 
from Marshy. He was just letting off 
steam. 


On that Australian tour I was not 
alone among our batsmen in being 
the object of derisory comments, 
muttered through clenched teeth 
from the close-in-fielders, or from 
Lillee, Thommo and Geoff Lawson. 
They are three fast bowlers not 
slow in uttering the odd oath and 
discussing your lack of batting skill 
when you have played and missed 
against them, or edged a ball just 
snort of a fielder. 

Everybody in the side-came in for 
the treatment at some stage, parti¬ 
cularly Derek Randall whenever he 
appeared in the sights of O.K. Lillee. 


"Arkle," as Randall is known, is a 
very twitchy person at the crease, 
always on the move, twirling his 
bat, touching his hat or pads, walk¬ 
ing around and talking to himself. 

- Lillee just could not stand it. Th¬ 
em was always plenty of verbal 
abuse going on between the two 
d^in We "Arkle" giy- 

'ipg'-rickhihQ away In these ex- 
■ .gjhenfles; ■ 

jorm of tribute in.jSi way be* 


casue of bowler - or fielder - only 
. resorts to these tactics when the 
batsman is succee$ful....^ust as 
Botham and I had done with Wes- 
sels in Brisbane. 

The exchanges between Lillee 
and Randall could be seen from the 
boundary edge, althOough they 
never became heated enough to 
force the umpires to step in. 

But It was apparent that someth¬ 
ing was going on, with the arm- 
waving that was involved. Yet the 
evening following my little incident 
with Marshy, our dressingroom 
door burst open after the day's play 
and in walked Lillee with a couple 
of trays loaded with a delicious as¬ 
sortment of seafood 

Dennis is a Perth man with a 
friend who owns a seafood restaur¬ 
ant. Hence the treat. 

Close behind him was Marsh, 


Greg Chappell; and- most other 
members of. Au8$te Ibami, aach car* 
rytpg two or three cans of lager to 
pass around to the England team. 

We spent a friednly hour to¬ 
gether, eating and drinking, swop* 
ping stories, telling jokes, reliving 
past incidents. But no references to 
any of the remarks made in the 
sledging that had been going on! 

I got onrwith the Aussies, alth¬ 
ough some of the lads in the party 
became a tittle fed up with the ma¬ 
cho image they try to put across, of 
a hard-drinking, back-slapping, 
blunt, no-nonsense bread of men 
who are completely in charge,. 

Most of it is just a front. Argue, 
back, shout them down, stand your 
ground and the aggression disap¬ 
pears. Underneath you wilt find 
normal human beings. Generous 
ones, too. 



Kepler liXesSefs,..^reu> In CbR^den<% ond kept amshihg Botham with great 
disc^ to boundarv 
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THE ALLAN LAMB STORY... 

'Whispering Death* 


- but he’s a gent 


W hat a fantastic farewell it 
was last ‘summer for Clive 
Lloyd, whose last appearance it 
was in England as a Test captain 
The West Indians beat us 5-0 in 
the Tests for the first whitewash of 
an England side since Warwick 
Armstrong's Australians did it back 
in 1920-21 

Lloyd was so overcome at the 
end of the fifth victory at The Oval 
last August that he locked the 
dressing-room door so he could 
have a few moments alone with 
his team, before bedlam broke out 
outside, in which to thank every 
one of them personally. 

He has been the envy of every 
other Test captain as they have 
gazed out at him standing at first 
slip, legs wide apart, hands fold¬ 
ed contentedly across his chest, 
looking out at the destruction be¬ 
fore him from behind those thick- 
rimmod glasses under his sun hat. 
All without any apparent care - 
except to decide when the time 
was right to bring back Malcolm 
Marshall. Michael Holding or Joel 
Garner for another burst 

He IS like a god to his palyers .. 
a father-figure who cares for their 
every want and whim. Yet he is 
never soft with any of them. As a 
fast bowling unit they simply th¬ 
row everything, a relentless attack, 
at you all the time 

Marshall is the key. He is known 
as the fastest bowler m the world 
and tries to live up to the reputa¬ 
tion He is also the meanest - not 
in terns of giving fewer runs away, 
but in his willingness to bounce 
you whenever he feels like it, and 
as often as he can without the um¬ 
pire stepping m with an intimida¬ 
tion" warning " 

He forms a good opening bowl¬ 
ing partnership with Garner be¬ 
cause of their vastly differing 
styles 

You know what to expect when 
Garner pitches it short. Bringing 
the ball down from his great 
height - his hand most be more 
than 9ft in the air at the moment 
he releases the ball - ‘it is bound 
to rise up,, forcing you to play him 
from around your upper cheat. 


Marshall- can also get the ball 
up that high from an even fuller 
length than Joel, yet his arm must 
be a good foot lower when he lets 
the ball go. That is why his 



' Michael Holding... /mfixflytuned 


bouncer is such a danger. No 
many go over the head. You an 
constantly being forced to taki 
evasive action. 

For back-up, they have Michae 
Holding, once the sheer-speed sta 
of their attack, a graceful ani 
mal whose feet barely seem tc 
touch the ground as he races ii 
like a quarter-miler on his lent 
run. 

The umpires say that he is s( 
perfectly tuned they seldom hea 
him approaching but that thei 
know when he is nearing the wick 
et by the vyhites of the batsman'i 
eyes. That's why we, in the Eng 
land dressing-room, christened hirr 
"Whispering Death." 

But Holding is a real gent. W« 
came across him playing for Tas 
mania on the '82'83 tour anc 
were grateful for his generosity 
and understanding when we playec 
a one-day game on a pig of a wickei 
at Launceston 

We knew we were in trouble 
when, in Holding's second over, 
Geoff Cook got one that jumped 
off a length He was fortunate to 
get his bat to it. 

Poor Derek Randall had no such 
luck in the third over from Holding 
when he replaced Cook. 

Another full-length delivery fos^js 
up and caught him just below 
the nose, making a nasty mess of 
his mouth, an injury which put him 
out of the famous Melbourne Test 
a week later. 

It was not the sight I wanted to 
see when I passed him, being led 
off, on my way to the wicket. 

Holding sensed the danger. He 
immediately cut down his run and 
pitched every ball up for the re¬ 
mainder of his spell. 

It was a gesture we all appre¬ 
ciated. Serious as Derek's injury 
was, there coiJld have been a cou¬ 
ple more even nastier had Hold¬ 
ing persisted in bowling short. 

CON C L U D E D 

This extract Is taken, frorn LwrS'tJbles. 
by Allan Lamb with l^tar Smfth lld 
IfshiM by Oeorsfe Allen ahdUriwI^LoO^. 






THE AUSS IE STAR WHO CANT RESIST A BOOGIE ON THE BOUNDARY 

It’s shake, rattle 
and bowl! 


By Adella Lithman 


T o SOME cricket buffs, the on¬ 
field behaviour of Australia's 
Greg Matthews is rather silly mid 
off 


Dubbed The Disco Kid because 
of his love for dancmo and rock 
music, this blue-eyed 25-year-old 
has been known to strum a phan¬ 
tom guitar and even do a drum roll 
with his hands on advertising 
hoardings 

Traditionalist crowds have 
teased him by jeering at his cele 
bratory shimmies when he has 
played a winning shot, and his glee¬ 
ful kangaroo hops when he has 
bowled out the opposition 

But to the not-sQ-stuffy, this left- 
handed batsman. Who bowls right 
arm off spin is exactly what the 
game has been waiting for A first 
class player who is a character 

The Disco Kid - a tag the loathes, 
because it sounds like the sixties 
and High School - brought his 
music, his own language, his sap¬ 
phire and diamond ear studs, his 
gold-nngs and gold neck-chain, but 
left his ponytail behind after scis¬ 
soring It into a waste-paper bin 

"I got the impression that Greg 
Chappell, the second-best bat sta¬ 
tistically that Australia has ever 
product, did not like it He told me 
about ‘my nice hair-cut’ in very sar¬ 
castic terms " 


This last sentence was the col¬ 
dest that the Disco Kid got to the 
English language 

Generally conversation is spat¬ 
tered with words like rap (someth¬ 
ing good), hypo (extra-activity), 
cn^ed out (irritating), a gun 
[frightfully smart), getting off on 
[liking) and a few other words that 
do not translate so easily 
He started playing cricket at 
light year old, and has enjoyed a 
Mwr which has enabled him not 
0 see a winter for the past six 
rears. 


Since then he has been to-ing 
fro-ing between Britain and 
ttaiia. rle has btayed in the 
tcashke, Bolton, and Bjr- 
lj|B«we anid for Worces- 



Poetry in motion...Greg at the disco 


play for the top New South Wales 
side 

' Cricket,' he says, 'is more than 
a game to me If they took cricket 
away from me, I would really strug¬ 
gle to exist on earth 

'Cricket is indescribable How do 
you describe an orgasm?" 

It IS the first time he has been 
picked against England, and the 
pity IS that his rocking and rolling is 
being misunderstood by many 


spectators 

He explains ‘Before I bat I listen 
to the music of Midnight Oils, and 
Australian group a cross between 
Deep Purple and Bruce Springs¬ 
teen 

"It nets my adrenalin jMimping 
and relaxes me: It takes my mind off 
the pressures of being too hypo 
when you go out there." 

When he is bowling and fielding 
and the ball is not in play, he's back 
with the music inside his head 
again 

These rhythmic diversions are 
working well 

Australia’s team manager. Bob 
Merriman, told me- "People think 
because he is jigging and dancing 
around the field hes not paying 
attention, but you watch him when 
the bail is being played, he concen¬ 
trates very hard " 

In the bitmg Leicester wind, he 
bowled 81 balls and took no wick¬ 
ets for 59 runs This was no rap. 

It was a lousy day because he 
came up against David Gower and 
Chris Balderstone who both scored 
scorching centuries 

So where better for the Aussie 
Disco Kid to relax later than at the 
hottest disco in town 

With the perspiration trickling 
down his face, he looked around 
and remarked. ’There's one thing 
Ive noticed about you Poms It's 
the way kids neck in discos. We 
don’t do It back home " 

Maybe it’s because out fellows 
are too busy downing their lager 
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PROFILE 


I______ 

Moxon hopes England 
will call again... 


D own the long 
corridors of 
cricketing history, 
Yorkshire folk have 
grown accustomed 
to having at least 
one of their brethren 
to cheer in a Headingley Test 

Sutcliffe. Bowes, Hutton, True¬ 
man, Wardle, Close, Illingworth, 
Boycott.-the names are endless; 
And, to Yorkshiremen, immortal 

Sadly, as they thronged the 
famous old ground at Leeds for the 
first Cornhili Test against Australia 
recently, there were no "local 
heroes" in the England line-up. 

But, if Dame Fortune had been a 
little kinder to Martyn Moxon over 
the last 12 months, this opening 
confrontation for the Ashes might 
have had that extra ingredient. 

The ups and downs of the young, 
powerful and ambitious opening 
batsman from Barnsley have been 
comparable to a ride on a roller¬ 
coaster since his dramatic call-up 
by England almost a year ago 

He was chosen, on the strength 
of some sparkling and mature per¬ 
formances, to play against the 
West Indies in the second Test at 
Lord's last June. But he had to 
stand down because of a fractured 
rib. 

When he was fit again, Moxon 
continued to impress the selectors 
topping 1,000 runs m his first full 
season in first-class cricket, win¬ 
ning his Yorkshire cap and earning 
a place in the England party for the 
wmtertour of India. 

The series was to prove trium¬ 
phant for skipper David Gower and 
his men. But not at first and, cer¬ 
tainly, not at all for Moxon. 

The assassination of India’s 
Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
meant the start of the tour had to 
be re-scheduled. Then Moxon had 
to fly home because his father was 
dying. 

By the time he had rejoined the 
tourists, Nottinghamshire’s Tim 
Robinson had staked his claim to 
open the batting with Lancashire's 
Graeme F6wler. 

Moxon could not force | his way 
into the side for the Testa in India, 
consoling himself with an appear¬ 


ance in a one-day international in 
Nagpur. 

Now, with the Australians here, 
Graham Gooch has reclaimed his 
England place after a three-year 
ban, and Moxon must wonder if the 
door will ever open. He was even 
denied the chance of batting 
against the Australians at Leeds 10 
days earlier, a painful back forcing 
him to rest. 

H^ow easy it would be for the 
strapping 25-year-old to feel re¬ 
sentful, frustrated and deeply de- 



Marfyn Moxon... it's going to be 
harder to get into the Teat side now 


spondent. Instead, he remains phi¬ 
losophical. 

"Obviously it's going to be harder 
to get into the England side now 
that Graham Gooch is available," he 
admits. 

This time last year, I had no 
thought of playing for England. It 
was my first season as a regular in 
the Yorkshire side." 

His call-up for Lord’s last June 
was criticised in some quarters. 
The England selectors were ac¬ 
cused of pushing him too hastily 
into international ctickat. Some 
experts felt his vyithdrawaL through 
injury, was a blessing |n dis^ise. 

Mokon was not irnpres^ed with 
their argument He tokcl me: was' 
playing as welt ati t havb, ever done 
at that time. And ^^heft.you ate 


picked for England, you have to 
take your chance whether you think 
you are ready or not. 

"Even now ^ think I might never 
get the chance again. But being 
picked to play in India has to be the 
highlight of my career. That and 
being chosen for a one-day inter¬ 
national on the tour. 

"The century I scored against 
South Zone also gave me tremen¬ 
dous satisfaction. It was only my 
third innings of the tour and I need¬ 
ed runs badly " 

Home from India, eager to chal¬ 
lenge for a place against the Aus¬ 
tralians, Moxon suffered yet an¬ 
other blow. 

Thieves broke into his home and 
stole two medals, his Benson and 
Hedges "Man of the Matches ” gold 
award and the medal he won when 
Yorkshire took the John Player 
League title two years ago. Neither 
has been returned. 

By way of compensation, he 
found runs instead. A century for 
MCC against county champions 
Essex at Lord's in the annual show¬ 
piece pipe-opener to the season 
warmed the hearts of the selectors 
on a bitterly cold day. 

"But after scoring 60 against 
Leicestershire in my next match I 
struggled a bit for a few weeks," he 
confesses. "The weather was poor, 
we didn’t play much cricket and it 
was difficult to get into any kind of 
rhythm." 

Until Yorkshire played Somerset 
at Leeds a few weeks ago. Then 
Moxon cracked 153 astonishingly 
for the third time in his career. And 
he equalled his tvyo previous high¬ 
est scores in a record-breaking of 
223 with 18-year-old Yorkshire 
colt Richard Blatoy. 

They erased from the county's 
records a stand of 202 by the 
legendary Wilfred Rhodes and 
George Hirst at Bath in 1906. 

"I feel a lot better after that 
hundred. I'm hoping i have turned 
the comer and I m looking forward 
td the r«t of the season. , 

"6ne thing 1 do know,. If 11. don't 
get rune for Yoiksbim ^te'li rto' 
way 1;wW.00^piofced:|!^.'@^^ 






NEWS FOLIO.~NEWS FOLIO... 


Mats knocked out 


WIMBLEDON: Mats Witander. win¬ 
ner of the Australian and French 
Open and halfway through to the 
Grand Slam, crashed out of the 
Wimbledon Championships in 
the first round losing to debutant 
Slobodan Z'vojinovic of Yugosla¬ 
via 6-2. 5-7. 7-5. 6-0 on the 
Centre Court 

India's Bamesh Knshnan bowed out 
in the third round, losing to third 
seeded Jimmy Connors, 7-5. 
5-7. 7 5.6-2. 

Vijay Amritraj however had reached 
the last 16 at the time of going to 
press with an upset victory over 
lUh seed Yannick Noah 4-6. 
7-6(7-51 6-3. 7-6(7 3). 


All-Star refusal 


rORONTO: The touring Indian all 
star cricket team decided against 
playing two matches in Ontario 
because of fears over their safety 


in Canada following the Air India 
jumbo crash near tfte coast of 
Ireland.* 

The team led by Gavaskar were in 
Detroit in the U S leg of their tour 
when they received the news of 
the air crash. 


Botham’s record 


LONDON: Ian Botham becomes the 
first bowler in the world to take 
more than five wickets in an 
innings 25 times. 

He achieved this distinction when 
he claimed five for 109 in Austra¬ 
lia's first innings against England 
in the secorid Test at Lord's, 
which put him ahead of the 
legendary Sydney Barnes. 


Amiss’s career best 


BIRMINGHAM: Former England 
opener Dennis Amiss scored 
the seven runs he needed to 
teach a career aggregate of 
40.000 runs against the touring 


Zimbabwe team here 
He IS the 14th player to reach this 
mark. 

AH d ivorced 

LOS ANGELES- Veromca AH. wife of 
former Worlcf heavyweight box¬ 
ing champion sued her husband 
for divorce four days after they 
were separated on grounds of 
irreconcilable differences 


Usha’s medal haul 


NEW DELHI: Ace Indian athlete, P T 
Usha won two silver medals in 
the 400 m hurdles at the Bratis¬ 
lava International and at Sch- 
wecht on the Central European 
circuit according to the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of India. 

She clocked 57.65 and 5 7.04 in the 
two meets respectively. 

Suman Rawat set a national record 
in the 3000 m when she cloaked 
9.4 7 64 to finish third in the 
event at Schweqht. 












IMMORTAL QUOTES OF ORICKET 


Lad, I am your fan 


Prof.. Shankar Abhy^nkar 

"p HE "Golden Ju 
Br^ I bilee'’Test,cele- 
' nOn brating the 50-years 
of the first Test pla 
\1 // yed betvween Engla 
India, was 

indeed a battle for supre¬ 
macy in 1982. Unfortunately there 
were several factors against the 
touring team. 

On an easy paced wicket. 
Bob Willis won the toss and elected 
to bat Rain interfered in the game 
and Kapil Dev varied his tactics ac¬ 
cordingly, He took full advantage 
the prevailing conditions to dismiss 
England's first four batsmen. 

Geoff Cook was trapped in front 
of the wicket, ChrisJ||M|re was 
neatly held by VisvHH|Min the 
slips and Allan LamtSj^mig his 
debut in Test cricket^^Hw too 
early and was plumb^HH|efore 

At three for 37, Engl^^Wero 
struggling. Ian Botham, 
was churlish with the bow^Hwd 
took command of the situmM|^ 
the company of David Gow^H||m 
steadied England with sorrMmR 
ting display of high quality. 

Botham stole the show lIHSp 
clearly past the bowlers, throuH^ 
midwicket or the cover. As soon,^^ 
Dilip Doshi was introduced int cjpijB 
bowling attack, dancing dowr ^jQ 
pitch, Botham lofted his second 
high over mid-off for six. He had oQ 
ready hit five fours and a six in hi^ 
39 not out at lunch. 

Even after lunch Botham went on 
merrily, but Kapil also bowled with 
great hostility and had Davio 
Gower in serious trouble. Then 
Gower tried to push Kapil through 
the covers, got the thick outer edge 
and was smartly caught up by the 
ever agile Vishwanath 

Derek Randall, who had forced 
his way in the English team, pushed * 
the score to 149, but the redoubta¬ 
ble Madan Lai caught Botham in 
two minds, when to played frac¬ 
tionally early in trying to whip the 
former through mid-wicket and 
Malhotra scooped up the catch. Th¬ 
at was the end of a dynamic in¬ 
nings. Botham had scored his sixth 
fifty in seven Test innings. 

Pringle, the first undergraduate 
since Peter May to play for England, 
was dismissed by,Doshi and Eng¬ 
land. at six for 166 were in deep 
waters. 


Dilip Vengsarkar was the cynosure of all eyes lit the ^Golden 
Jubilee Test” between. India and England played at the Lord’s. 
His century was a good example of patient skill resolutely ap¬ 
plied to the needs of his tgam. 


India were right on top, but ulti¬ 
mately failed to quench the queru¬ 
lous Randall, who found a reliable 
partner in Phil Edmonds 

There was a wonderful element 
of defence and offence in Randall's 
knock He saddled Dilip Doshi in the 
initial stage and then clouted him 
straight in the pavilion. The little 
jester from Notthingham was back, 
and welcomed by all. 

The Randall-Edmonds partner¬ 
ship took complete command and 
soundly suffocated the Indian 
bowling while putting on 99 runs. 
The second day was even more hu¬ 
miliating for the Indians Though 
Edmonds left early, the last three 










Eschewing 
anything rash, 
Vengsarkar scorea 
at ahealthy rate 
against an attacking field 


wickets put on 142 runs. England, 
at one stage in the doldrums, at six 
for 166, raced to 433'thanks main¬ 
ly to Randall (126), Edmonds (64), 
Taylor (31), Allott (not out 41) and 
R.G.D Willis (28) 

Weary from long hours in the 
field, India' lost their first five wick¬ 
ets for only 45 runs. Parker was Ibw 
to Botham while Dilip Vengsarkar 
and Yashpal Sharma paid the pen¬ 
alty for playing back. Poor Ashok 
Malhotra followed the course de¬ 
sperately. As usual it was left to 
Sunil Gavaskar, in the company of 
Kapil Dev, to restore India's hope¬ 
less position 

Tom Graveny has recorded, 
"Sunil Gavaskar, the Indian captain, 
batted extremely well and yet again 
proved himself to be one of the fin¬ 
est players in the world. I have been 
fascinated watching his wonderful 
technique against Willis. He gives 
the impression of having twice as 
much time as anyone else. 

"Whilst all the coaching books 
tell us to keep things simple and 
make only one movement, either 
forward or back, Gavaskar has 
worked out a system all of his own. 
The thing that has impressed me is 
how early he makes his moves of 
getting back it is almost before the 
fast bowler has got into his delivery 
stride ' t. 

'The end product of this is that if 
the ball is shortish (and the majority 
of the deliveries are) he is already in 
the right position but if the ball is 
pitched up to has given himself 
time to get on to the front foot and 
drive " 

A high praise indeed! Gavaskar 
and Kapil Dev put on 67 runs. Ga¬ 
vaskar (48) and Kapil (41) played 
extremely well and helped Irtdia to 
tump to 112 from five for 46, but 
‘oilow on was inevitable. 


IMC . • > . 











Kapil Dev ployed a hurricane innings of 89 


trying to save a folldW'On. Kapi 
Dev played the hurricane innings oi 
89. Vengsarkar was always looktnj 
, for runs. His was one of the best'irt" 
nings played at'lord's The wickei 
was |ust lively enough to give Eng¬ 
land the edge, but Vengsarkai 
proved in the second innings thai 
Gavaskar, though he is the best, is 
not the only top class cricketer in 
Ids side." 

Vengsarkar's 157 glorious runs 
will be remembered for a long long 
lime When he was out to Willis, 
the standing ovation was enthu¬ 
siastic. England won the Test by se¬ 
ven wickets but not before getting 
cornered by an inspired spell from 
Kapil Dev 

After the formal ceremonies and 
valedictory functions, Tom Graven- 
c V, par excellence of romantic tradi¬ 
tions English batting, came down 
to the Indian dressing with a broaC 
grin on his face and tremendous ad- 
r liratipn m his heart for Vengsajfe 
kar s super display of tiatsmanshib 
Appioaching Oilip and putting his 
big palm on his head, Tom Craven- 
ey declared happily, "Lnd, I'm youi 
fan 


India followed on, 305 runs be¬ 
hind on the third morning and when 
Gavaskar finally failed in the .se 
c ond innings to control a lifter from 
Ins opposite number, India s 
chances of saving the game were 
Mimed. The play was frequently in¬ 
terrupted by showers and India 
,vere two for 61 Vengsarkar was 
batting on 30 and Ravi Shastn six 
not out. 

Sunil Gavaskar, encouraging his 
boys, said optrmistically. This Test 
can be saved ' 

CHALLENGE 

The challenge was accepted by 
Vengsarkar. the tall and attackiiui 
Iratsmanfrom Bombay. In 1979 he 
had scored a glorious century at the 
sarne venue in order to save the day 
and Test for India, and win the 'Man 
of the Match' award as well 

"Vengsarkar's second Test 100 
lit Lords, was a good example of pa ■ 
bent skill resolutely applied to thfS 
needs of his ^oam He eschewed 
anything rflsh*i;)ut Still scored at a 
; ■hp^lthy rate dgainst S attacking 
rtiefd, hooking and'forcmg off tho 
:'; foot vyitn special telish. 
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Bengal reader wins first prize 


r 


The response to the SPORTSWEEKrRupa Spot-The- 
Ball Contest...4 was overwhelming. Over 7,100 entries 
were received but NO reader marked a cross (x) accurately 
on the exact spot! 

The first, second, third and consolation prizes have been 
awarded to those who came closest to spotting the ball. 

1. First Prize; (Sports books worth Rs. 100/- and one 
year’s subscription to SPORTSWEEK) goes to Mr. Bivas 
Ranjan Ray, Siksha Niketan, P.O. Kalanabagram, Burdwan, 
West Bengal 713 149. 

2. Second Prize: (Sports books worth Rs. 50/- and six 
month's subscription to SPORTSWEEK) goes to Mr. M Ru- 
dresh Murthy, M. Manchaiah 4th Main, 13th Cross, Vidyar- 
anyapuram, Mysore, Karnataka 570008. 

3. Third Prize; (Sports books worth Rs. 25/- and three 
months subscription to SPORTSWEEK) goes to Mr. Satind- 
er Kumar, Q. No. 1575, Sector No. 5, R.K Puram, New Delhi 
110022 


Tho first three winners will 
get a list of books from M/s 
Rupa & Co., from which they 
can make their choice. 

The T-Shirts and SPORTS¬ 
WEEK copies will be posted 


within two to three weeks. 
Meanwhile, watch out for the 
SPORTSWEEK-Rupa Spot- 
The-Ball Contest No. 5 
starting next week. 


Five consolation prizes 
(SPORTSWEEK flunathon T- 
Shirts) go to: 

1. Mr. B.V.V.S.S. Kumar, 
A/7 Andhra Sugar Colony, 
Venkatarayapuram, Tanuku 
(AP), Dist. West Godavary, 
Pin; 534216. 

2. Mr. Deyfaj Mailik, Dr. 
Ambedkar Saddn‘, '2nd Floor, 
Room 68, Currey Road Cross 
Lane, Bombay 400 013. 

3. Mr. Ashok Rana, I N S 
Venduruthy S/Coy, Naval 
Base, Cochin, Kerala 682 
004. 

4. Mr. Shailendra M. Jad¬ 
hav, 18/133, Alibhai Charity 
Trust, Govindji Keni Road, 
Dadar, Bombay 400 014. 

5. Mr. G. Ptatap Reddy. 
D.M. Ill, C/o The superintend¬ 
ing Engineer, G.V.C. No. 1, 
P.O. Sriramasagar Project, Ni- 
zamabad, Andhra Pradesh 
503 219. 
















By Vasant Raiji 


T hree hundred 
runs in a day's 
piay.' A flood rate 
of scoring tor anv 
side. But when an 
individual batsman 

does it, _ it ts phenomenal. 
By scoring 322 for Somerset 
against Warwickshire on June 1*, 
1985 Viv Richards became the six¬ 
teenth batsman to peiform the feat 
in first-class cricket. 



The first English batsman to 
notch over 300 runs in a day was 
F.R. Foster of Warwickshire His un¬ 
beaten 305 against Worcestershire 
at Dudley in 1914 took him 260 
minutes on the second day of the 
match and included 1 five and 44 
fours. 


Five years later, in the first sea¬ 
son after the World War I, An¬ 
drew Ducat emulated the feat by 
scoring 306* for Surrey against Ox¬ 
ford Universiity at the Oval The 
runs were made' on the first day of 
the match and during the innings. 
Ducat's successive scoring strokes 
were; 4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 5, 4,4, 4. 4 - 41 
runs off 10 hits. 

To C.G. Macartney goes the hon¬ 
our of scoring the highest number 
of runs in a day - 345 for W.M 
Armstrong's Australian team of 
1921 against the Notts at Not¬ 
tingham. Macartney's innings is 
also the fastest treble century m a 
day, he reached 300 m only 205 
minutes and his innings lasted 235 
minutes. 


Neville Cardus watched this in¬ 
nings and later, wrote about it as 
follows: "I tried to make a diagram 
of his hits in an incredible innings 
played at Trent Bridge against Not¬ 
tinghamshire; 1 broke the pencil en¬ 
deavouring to express on paper the 
forked explosive energy of his 
cricket that day. Heavens did it real¬ 
ly happen, or did we dream it? 

K.S. Ouleepsinhji is the only In¬ 
dian to figure in the honours list 
Though Indians rnay take pride in 
his' achievement, it was as an Eng¬ 
lish cricketer that he earned this 
distinction. Playing for Sussex 
against Notts at Hove On May 7, 
1930 buleep made 333 runs in 
330 minutes, hitting one six and 34 
fours and im.the process breaking 
his uncle; R#il'« record of highest 
sfiOfd fciy a player 

Somerset at Taunton in 1901 To 
ttys ^3.y the reqprd stands 



V/i) Rtchards...32Zfor Somerset 


The same season (1930) Don 
Bradman scored 309 (final score 
334) in the third Test match 
against England at Leeds. He is the 
only batsman to score 300 runs in 
a day m Test cricket. Bradman's 
first hundred came before lunch; he 
thus joined Victor Trunmer (1902) 
and C. Macartney (1926) in reach¬ 
ing a three figure score before lunch 
on the first day of a Test match. The 
break-up of Bradman's score on th¬ 
at histone day makes interesting, 
reading: 

105 at lunch (100 in 99 minutes) 

220 at lea (200 in 2’14 minutes) 

309 at close (300 in 336 min¬ 
utes) 

334 following morning (334 in 
375 minutes) 

Coincidentally, E. Paynter (322 
for Lancashire v. Sussex at Hove) 
and R.H. Moore (316 for Hampshire 
V Warwickshire at Bournemouth) 
scored their triple centuries on the 
same day - July 28,1937. Moore's 
first hundred was Scored before 
lunch 

Barry Richards of South Africa, 
scored 325* in one day at Perth in 
1970-71 for S. Australia against 
W. Australia. 


On his performance in India, one 
scribe described Glen Turner of 
New Zealand as a strokeless wond¬ 
er. The Indian readers would be sur¬ 
prised to know that playing for 
Worcestershire against Warwick¬ 
shire at Worcester in 1982, Turner 
scored 311 * runs in one day. 

R. C. Blunt IS another New Zea-;- 
lander to accomplish, the feat but 
unlike Turner he made the runs at 
home - 315 (final shore 338*) Ota¬ 
go V. Canterbury 1931 -32. 

The only batsman to scofe 300 
runs in a day in the Indian sub¬ 
continent IS J.M. Brearly - 312* 
M.C.C. under 25 v North Zone at 
Peshawar in 1966-67. 

J.D. Robertson of Middlesex was 
a prolific scorer in County Cricket. 
But it was unfortunate that he had 
to comjjete with Len Hutton and 
Cyril Washbrook for a place in th# 
Test side. His Test appearances 
were therefore limited. Against 
Worcestershire at Worcester in 
1969, Robertson scored 331* in 
one day bitting three sixes ar>d 39 
fours. , , 

Playing for Victoria against Neyv 
South Wafes at Meibdui’ne in 
1926-27, W.H. Ponsford, the only 
batsman in the world to score oyer 
400 runs in an innings- twice, 
scored 334 out of 573 for the loss 
of one wicket in 322 minutes on 
the second day of the match. Pons- 
ford's final score was 352 in his 
team's world record breaking score 
of 1107. 

Then there are two cricketers 
who have rattled up 300 runs in a 
day but who never got selected to 
play for their respective countries in 
Test erjeket. They are C.W. Gregory 
of New South Vi/ales who scored 
318 (final score 383) against 
Queensland at Brisbane in 
1906-07 and WH. Ashdown of 
Kent whose score of 332 against 
Essex at Brentwood in 1934 in¬ 
cluded 307 runs on the first day of 
the match 

Like Macartney and Bradman will 
Viv Richards some day score a cen¬ 
tury before lunch on the first day of 
a Test match? No one will be sur¬ 
prised if he does it. One wishes he' 
does It soon for it will give a boost 
to Test cricket which at the present 
moment is being written off by 
doubting Thorrtases as approach¬ 
ing Its doomsday 





What constitutes a 


cricket season? 


I N a video-tape of "The Benny 
Hill Show" which I have with me, 
the graffiti on a brick-wall pro¬ 
claims: "I used to be indecisive." 
then the camera slowly pans down 
the wall for the punch-line: "Now 
I’m not so sure." 

This is the state of mind many 
cricket enthusiasts seem to display 
when trying to assess or even inter¬ 
pret what consitutes a cricket 
season. At least that's the impres¬ 
sion I get from the flood of con¬ 
fused and bewildered letters I get 


enquiring when a cricket season 
begins and when it ends. 

I don’t really blame them. For two 
reasons. First, the fine dividing- 
lines separating cricket seasons 
have become blurred due to a proli¬ 
feration of matches all the year 
round. Even during the monsoon, 
especially in India, there’s maidan 
cricket going on all the time - club 
tournaments, inter-office leagues. 
These are, of course, inconsequen¬ 
tial from the "Records" point of 
view and don't really count. 



Rusi Modi... his name should come first forhis record 1:008 runs 
in a season 
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Secondly, cricket-fans have been 
fed (and m the prooess virtually 
brain-washed) for many years on a 
steady diet of the misleading statis¬ 
tics in the "Indian Cricket Annual" 
published by "The Hindu", Madras, 
which show the records in India as 
having taken place in such-and- 
such a year, on the false premise 
that they will be taken for granted 
by the unthinking as the cricket 
"season" 

For instance, the Test series 
played in January-February 1964 
when Mike Smith’s England team 
visited India- and another series in 
October 1964 when Bob Simp¬ 
son's Australians toi/red India are 
both erroneously shown in the An¬ 
nual as having taken place in the 
"1964 season" which is blatantly 
wrong. The series against England 
actually fall within the sphere of the 

1963- 64 season and the series 
against Australia in the next 

1964- 65 season. 

After numerous agitated protests 
I made in the seventies to the pub¬ 
lishers of the Annual, a few of the 
record-sections now carry the cor¬ 
rect nomenclature of the proper 
cricket season, but the confusing 
practice of using a single year to 
denote a season in India still per¬ 
sists in the "Records" section, it 
must be rectified. . 

Just remember one simple rule 
to resolve this unnecessary con¬ 
fusion. Only England is entitled 
to use a single year to denote th¬ 
eir domestic cricket season. No 
other country has that right. 

In India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Aus¬ 
tralia, South Africa (Currie Cup 
matches are still included quite 
rightly in first-class records). New 
Zealand and West Indies, a cricket 
season commences when the sea¬ 
son in England ends in September, 
and goes on until the next English 
season begins in April, . 

There may be a little bit of oyen* 
lapping with the season in England 
at the start and the end of the over- 
- seas cricket season. For iiiaiaihce, 

‘ the. fourth :test at Kihgstdn in the. ' 
1984-86 series between West In-. 




dies 9nt( New Zeeteiid tpofc piaee 
on Mey 4 - 8,1988. by which tune 
the 198S seesQil in England had al¬ 
ready got under way on April 20, 
1985, and Indians mpy possibly be 
playing m Sn Lanka at the Sttirt of 
the 1985-86 season before the 
current 1986 English season ends 
on September 17,1985 

So. the cricket season in En- 
land from April to September is 
basically the demarcating line to 


denote the start and fIfiHih of a 
first-class season in at the ottiet 
countries, ft's es simple ae that. 

The format of certain sections of 
Ranji Trophy records m the Indian 
Cricket Annual must also be 
changed For matante, it is rridcu- 
lous to show 'Aggregstes of 500 
runs or more in a Season" In des¬ 
cending order of the hl^^st aver¬ 
ages It should be as per the 
most runs scored m a season. Thus, 
Rust Modi s name should come first 


for Ms record 1,008 runs rn a sea¬ 
son, tollowsd by Chetan Chauhan's 
873 tuns, and so on 
Why the misplaced emphasis on 
averages when we need to know 
who has scored the most runs or 
taken die mbst wickets in the pre¬ 
sent stupidly compiled format we 
have to search for such information 
instead of getting it at a quick 
glance at a reconstructed Table in 
descending order of most runs or 
most wickets 


Due to the printers' devil, a part of the column ‘Figures are Fun' by B.B, Mama (SW. July 3-9) 
was erroneously mixed up. We publish under the remaining part of that article. 


in fact the Aussie Torn Matth¬ 
ews hold an absolutely unique re¬ 
cord He is the only bowler to 
achieve the hat-trick in each in 
nings of the same Test — the 
venue {Old Trafford, 1912) lead¬ 
ing one to assume that the op¬ 
ponents were England, but it was 
actually against South Africa m 
the Triangular Tournament The 
wonderful part of it iis that he 
performed both hat-tncks on the 
same day' Another marvellous 
sidelight is that he accomplished 
both hat-tricks without any fiel¬ 
ders assistance bowling two 
batsmen, having two more tbw 
and catching two off his own 
bowling' 

England's Maurice Allom too 
has a special place in the book of 
records He is the only (apart 
from the New Zealander F^the- 
rick) to achieve the hat-tnck on 
his debut in January 1930, and 
he went on to take four wickets 
in five balls — a feat only one 
other bowler has equalled Eng¬ 
land's Chris Old vs Pakistan at 
Edgbaston in 1978 He was robbed 
of a hat-trick by a no-ball, the se 
quence of his 19th over reading W, 
W Nb,W,W 

England's Ken Cranston (vs 
South Africa in 1947) and Fred 
Titmus (vs New Zealand in 1965) 
are two other bowlers who took 
four wickets m one over (as Chris 
Old did) without achieving a hat- 
tnck, and both did it on the same 
ground (HaadingJey, Leeds) on 
which lari Botham had his name 
inscribed in this particular sec¬ 
tion of the record-book a couple 
of weeks ago 

Apart from Allom, Spofforth, 
Cranston, Titmus, Old Shastri and 
Botham, others to take three wick¬ 
ets m four balls are 

For England iBriggs at Cape- 
Town iae9-88,’, y<«e at Sydney 
1936-37, Appisyara et Auckland 


1963, Lever at Headingley 1971 

For Australia Howell at Cape¬ 
town 1902-03, 0 Reilly at Old 
Trafford 1934, Lindwall at Ade¬ 
laide 1946 47. Benaud at George¬ 
town 1954-55, Martin at Mel¬ 
bourne 1960-61, Mackey at Edg¬ 
baston 1961, McKenIze at Port-of- 
Spain 1964 65 Lillee at Old Traf¬ 
ford and The Oval both in 1972 ser¬ 
ies 

For South Africa Nupen at 


Johannseburg 1930-31 

For West indies Gibbs at Syd¬ 
ney 1960-61, Wes Hall vs India 
at Pprt-of-Spain 1961 62 Sobers 
at Headingley 1966 

For Pakistan Fazal Mahmood 
at Karachi 1958-57 

This list is not necessarily com 
plete Readers are invited to add 
to It if they know of other authen 
tic instances 



fan Botham... had Ms name inscribed tn the 4 wkts^ln-one-over 
' onthago 
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I YANNICK NOAH DELUGED 

Centre Court *V|jay’ 
for Amritraj 




V IJAY AMRITRAJ, film star and 
tennis ace, and 1973 and '81 
quarter-finalist regards winning on 
the Centre Court at Wimbledon as 
better than starring in Bond movies. 

After he sent No.11 seed 
Yannick Noah tumbling out of the 
tournament in the third round of the 
All England Championships last 
week. 

Amritrai's love offair with 
Wimbledon is growing. The 
31-Year-Old Indian said "Doing a 
Bond film is about as high as you 
can get in the film business. 

"The feeling of doing a Bond film 
alongside Roger Moore is just 
unbelievable. In my qpinion.it is bet¬ 
ter than playing tennis," said Amr¬ 
itraj, who appeared in the 1982 
James Bond movie 'Octopussy'. 
But it is not better than winning 
tennis matches, especially on the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon." 

"I don't think that the feeling of 
winning out there can equal anyth¬ 
ing. Unless, of course, it's food." 

"I was brought up with Wimble¬ 
don in my mind. Just coming 
through the gates to play is a 
dream", he said. 

Amritraj beat Noah 4-6, 7-6, 6-3, 
7-6 in two hours 42 minutes, after 
the 25-Year-Old Frenchman took 
the opening set and led throughout 
the second until the tie-break. 

"I think Yannick was a bit disap¬ 
pointed not winning the second set 
tie-break." 

"But the momentum swung my 
way and the tie-break decided that I 
was going to serve first in the third 
set," said Amritraj. 

The Indian broke Noah's serve in 
the fourth game of the third set to 
knock a hole in the centre of the 
Frenchman's all-action game. 

After the third set, Noah removed 
a leg bandage and towards the end 
of the match appeared to be' limp¬ 
ing. 

But the Frenchman, winner of the 
Italian Open in his cofneback. year 
after a series of injury probISma, 
said later the leg strain hq suffered 
in the fourth setwa8not serid.us: ; , 

filoah. Wio usufiMy^playeiri 
beoeuM of h>s oM 





about 



f/ijov Amrltraj and Kabir Bedt on the sets of ‘Octopussy,’ a Bond * 
film, at Jaipur 


"The b.andage was to make sure 




it was ma iking me think too rquch 
about my k eg and knee." 

Despite his defeat, Noah said he 
enjoyed hiiJ return to Wimbtedon 
after missin g the tournament sinob 
1981. 

"I think grhss can suit my game, 
which is the reason i am here", he 
said. , ‘ 

"i have not (aiayed here for a long 
time and I wil'l be back next year, 
hopefuliy in go» od health and sh ape. 



Boris Becker...The German on* 
slaught 

H ANA MANDLiKOVA and three 
other seeds were eliminated as 
the upsets continued into the third 
round of Wimbledon. 

Mandlikova, the mercurial third- 
seeded Czechoslovak, gave a lack¬ 
lustre performance and was beaten 
6-1, 7-6 by Elizabeth Smylie of 
Australia. 

She was joined on the sidelines 
by Number 14 seed Wendy Turn- 
bull of Australia, who lost 2-6, 7-5, 
8-1 to exciting French teenager 
Pascale Paradis. 

Seventh-seeded Joakim Nys- 
trom of Sweeten also crashed, West 
Germam teenager Boris Becker 
outlasted Nystrom 3-6, 7-6, 6-1, 
4-6,9-7. 

Mandlikova looked as thou^ she 
could have used a free day to work 
on her game. She was as inconsis¬ 
tent as-she was. 

"»heed to be eager and I was not 
hungryand eager">^aMil‘Ova Mid. 
"I know t can pto/ Jbetter and I in 
yeiydjaappoint^?; 

> 'I VMS eager w 
^^^gg 0 o<>dj,cjiirtee againat.. 


Seeds 


wither on 


barren 


soil 


Nystrom and Becker resumed on 
Monday at 1-1 in sets a*ter dar¬ 
kness delayed their progress on 
Saturday. The Swede fought back 
to two sets alt but through the fifth, 
it was the German who became 
stronger. 

"I think it was decided at 5-4,30- 
All in the fifth set when I missed a 



Hana Mandlikova../‘t ’'m very 
disappointed" 

backhand volley to get to match 
point,” Nystrom said. "Bi it I do not 
think Boris will win Wimb ledon this 
year. He is veiy strong b» 'it his re¬ 
turns may be his weakness 

Becker said, "There are a lot of 
guys who could win this totima- 
ment. Maybe I am one of them, I 
don't know. 


Connors tames Ramesh*s guile 


J IMMV CONNORS, at nearly 33, 
may not be as dynamic or ruth¬ 
less as he was but he still wins 
matches, if not titles. 

Battling Jimbo reached the fast 
16 with a laboured No. 1 Court win 
over India's RameSh Krishnan, 7-5, 
5*7, 7-6, 6-2, the closest of their 
five meetings. 

Early ondimbo seemed reluctant 
to impose himself on the Indian - 
almost inviting his opponent to 
take the upper hand. 

Krishrtan. like his father, who 
twice reached the Wimbledon sa- 
.mi-finat in the early dO's, is a de¬ 
lightful player to watch. Squatly 
built ltd .f|o8ta;,about the court 


stroking the ball often with deli cacy 
and sometimes with the venom «of a 
cobra. 

Connors changed his rackt ?t - 
"the weather had made some of my 
rackets go dead" - and won n ine 
games In a row - losing fewer th ah 
a dozen points in the process. Th at 
run took him 2-5 in the third set to 
4-0 in the fourth. 

That was the real Connors 
hungry for victory, eager to com - 
plete the bill. 

Aftetwards Jimbo admitted; "I 
have played better. I was eager 
when the match began but struQ- 
gled a fait and he played well. "It 
was an uphill battle." 















Game, set,matcih 
- to lightning! 

. . . . I . -By Norman Luck and Ian Barne s * .. - . . . 


IMBLEDON started with A 
BANG last week as lightning 
sent chunks of masonry cr ashing to 
the ground. 

The bolt from the le.jden grey 
skies struck as thousand s of tennis 
fans sheltered from 'the storm 
which threatened to wf ish out the 
first day of the champior iships 

No one was hurt in t.he incident, 
but the roof of the nei/v C2 million 
international Press cc implex close 
to the Centre Court looked the 
worse for wear 

The bang sent hur idreds of peo¬ 
ple running for cov er and others 
scurrying to windo'ws to see if a 
bomb had gone off 

Police rushed to the scene from 
all over the compli ax attd cordoned 
off sections of the concourse. 

But there was no let up in the 
downpour, and tf le fans had to wait 
for over four hoi jrs tor the start of 
the greatest tenr us show on earth 

Champion J' ohn McEnroe was 
booed off the f Jentre Court for giv¬ 
ing frustrated f ans no more than 18 
minutes tennis j 

It was harr jiy justifiad-and cer¬ 
tainly not Me' tnroe's fault. 

Opponent Peter McNamara had 
already faJle jn three times on the 


slippery grass and McEnroe slith¬ 
ered to the ground before referee 
Alan Mills called a halt with the 
score at three games all in their first 
round match. 

Umpire David Johnson, of Kent, 
announced that play would be su 
speeded because of the risk of in 
jury, which upset some of the 
15,000 C7-a-ticket fans who had 
waited patiently in the rain for play 
to start 

' 


WIMBLEDON 



The crowd, who had cheered 
champion on to court, wanted to 
blame McEnroe. As he put on his 
tracksuit top and waited for Mills to 
arrive, a voice from the stands 
called: "Come on McEnroe. Play the 
game.” 

But the conditions were impossi¬ 
ble even though second seed Ivan 
Lendl and Mel Purcell continued on 
No 1 Court 


But Mills was quite right. Aussie 
McNamara, a former doubles 
champion, is attempting a come¬ 
back to big-time tennis after a 
serious knee operation nearly two 
years ago and played with his right 
leg bandaged. 

McEnroe has been suffering with 
a groin strain for which he has been 
wearing heavy precautionary strap 
ping. 

Referee Mills said. "The court 
was unsafe and we had no alterna 
tive but to suspend play. Both 
players ha^ complained." 

But furious Lendl claimed after 
winning his two h6ur 13 minutes 
battle in three sets that the court 
was dangerous "If they stopped 
the other match on Centre Court, 
they should have stopped ours." he 
claimed. 

McEnroe trying for his third Suc¬ 
cessive championship and fourth in 
all, had hardly made an auspicious 
start 

He lost the first six points of the 
match and won his second when 
McNamara was on his knees near 
the net 

McEnroe's first ace, to win the th¬ 
ird game, settled him down, how- 











Week Two of a special series by Christopher Hilton 


A rthur ASHE was a night per¬ 
son. It was after midnight when 
he finished playing blackjack at the 
Playboy Club, in Park Lane, and 
went to bed. 

He felt very relaxed. "I won big - 
well for me.lt was about €200. It's 
always relaxing to win." 

He slept well. He had a calmness, 
a peace of mind that eluded most 
other human beings. 

His cousin maintained a family 
tree, spreading out to embrace 
1,500 names. They had come ori¬ 
ginally from a ship,-bringing West 
African slaves to America in 1135 

Arthur Ashe took strength from 
that. If you look back and see sla¬ 
very, you also see a sharp pers¬ 
pective. You don't need telling 



about those twin imposters 
triumph and disaster, or how to 
deal with them 

He was 32, the son of a police¬ 


man from Richmond, Virginia, and 
he bad played tennis since he was 
six. No matter. Ho vyas a complete 
no-hoper. 


WET START TO WIMBLEDON... 


ever, and he pulled level by taking 
the fifth game to love and then 
breaking McNamara's service by 
whacking a backhand winner with 
his opponent again spreadeagled. 

While- a total number of 65 
matched were lost on Wimbledon's 
worst opening day for weather 
since 1969, agony showed on the 
face of Vitas Gerulaitis as the rain- 
hit Wimbledon , cbampipnships 
skidded to a halt dgain on the se¬ 
cond day. ' 


were pulled on the centre court. 

The culprit was the Duke of Kent, 
president of the All England Club. 
He was so engrossed in a conver¬ 
sation with club chairman Buzzer 
Hadingham that he forgot no one 
else could leave until he did. 

A Wimbledon official explained: 
, "Normally the Duke would have re¬ 
tired to the refreshment a«ea and 
his guests would have been able to 
follow, They have to wait for hts 
lead and obviously he forgot." 


Gerulaitis slipped more' than a 
dozen times on tpe wet grass in his 
first round match ^inst Peter 
Ftaming. Luckily, the Court 13 dra¬ 
ma ended in nothing worse.than a 
slightly ihiured.left wrist. 

As tlw great Wirnbledoh wash¬ 
out continued.* VIP guests in the 
royal box wer4f;'^roed to sit and 
watch and' puddles, form. Protocol 
in'theit seats for an hour 
npiiHitea after the covers 


One big match, however, was de¬ 
cided despite the weather, John 
McEnroe announced in the unlikely 
pages of News Line, the Workers 
Revolutionary Party paper, that he 
is to marry actress girlfriend Tatum 
O’Neal as soon as Wimbledon is 
oyer. ; , 

But "Superbrat" McBhroe, who 
Shansthe more conventional Press, 
■refused to confirm'the report or 
hWTW the happy day. ■, 


On the evening in July, 1975, 
when he was setting off for the 
Playboy Club, you could have had af 
least 25-1 against him beating 
Jimmy Connors the next day. 

In the final a year beforet Connors 
had murdered Ken Rosewall 6-1, 
6-1,6-4. This time he had not lost a 
sat. 

He was like a whirlpool. Oppon¬ 
ents were sucked in and came out 
in small, broken pieces- 

Connors was ..exactly 10 years 
younger than Ashe, strongi Sure, 
desperately eager! In the semi-final 
he had wrecked Roscoe Tanner and 
nobody could quite believe the 
sheer ferocity of it. . 

An experienced commentator 
had assessed what he had done as 
'magic" and added urgently; "it 
must rate as the most startling dis¬ 
play of fawn tennis seen for many a 
year." 

Twenty-five to one? Cheap at the 
price, 

Ashe, with his quiet dignity, had 
taken precautions. He was neces¬ 
sarily curious. "Watching Connors 
beat Raul Ramirez in the quarter fin¬ 
als to/d me how to play him.. His 


' K, ' 





Ttiatch agamst Tanner told maf^what, 
net to do." r ' ; ’ 

„ (t 'wae an idea. You meet powet 
with rubbish -junk, as the Atneri- 
cans have it. Against at) that cer¬ 
tainty and power, you feed him the 
junk, "It's rrWifeh' easier to be. good 
when you're facing pace. You only 
hayp to meet the ball." Ashe con- 
ciuddd. And send it back as junk 

Ashe bad heard fleeting ru¬ 
mours- no rnore - that Connors had 
a "crocked leg " It made no differ¬ 
ence to the plan, but it was some¬ 
thing to think about. 

In fact Connors had a bad knee 
injury and had been going to Chel¬ 
sea Football Club for physiother¬ 
apy. His manager, Bill Riordan, 
said. "Jimmy had two reasons for 
secrecy. He did not want to encour¬ 
age his, opponents and neither did 
he want the knockers to claim he 
was putting up an advance alibi in 
case of defeat." 

It wasn’t a peaceful final. Con- 
ndrs .yvas suing Ashe for 
ft,300,000 for alleged libel They 
would ignore each other on this 
most public of occasions 

Ashe wore his team jacket with 
initials USA on them. He was truly 
calm."l knew wnetherl won or lost 
the sun would come up the next 
day." 

-Part of the calmness came from 
the plan. Years before; a coach had 
told him: "It doesn't matter about 
your normal game, always suit it to 
winning on the day - however you 
have to alter it." 

The coach: Pancho Gonzales' 


Ashe was' 6ft 1 m. .He had beehive - 
hair and he sensed that the .' 
' Wirnbledoti, crowd - more polite 
then, more "traditibhar' then - werp 
with him. "The English tend to 
cheer the underdog." 

Truth to tell, part of being the un - 
clerdog was that he was black, hatl 
that family tree going back to the 
boat in 1735. 

Three times in the first set l>e 
broke Connors' serve.The first time 
he did It - in the third game - there 
was uproar. Cbnnors had volleyed 
at the net. 

A line judge said: "In'. It looked 
out, over the baseline. The crowd 
chanted in unison 'out, out, out" 
Ashe stood motionless, protesting 
that they were right. 

Three times the umpire called for 
silence. Then he said: "The lines¬ 
man had deffered his call The ball 
IS out." More uproar Ashe had won 
the break point 

He took the first set 6-1. 

He meditated between games 
during the second set. Connors ear¬ 
ned a lucky tetter from his mother 
and grandparents in his sock. He 
took It out once, read it. 

In the second game, of that se¬ 
cond set Ashe broke Connors 
again. As they came back on for the 
third game, somebody yelled: 
"Come on. Arthur." Another voice 
responded: "Come on Jimmy." 

The umpire intervened imme¬ 
diately. The situation was electric 
enough already without this. "La¬ 
dies and gentlemen, will vou please 


refitam firbtn such’ rematks.it ts^riPt 
fair tp the players." , - 

The second set went to three 
deuces before Ashe agein wof» . 
And all he did - it was breathtak- 
ingly simple - Was feed out swing¬ 
ing services, slow balls, silly balte, 
slices, top spins 

Ashe looked up at the clock in the 
north east Gbrner and it said'. 2.4 V; 

"I thought ^goodness graciPUft 
I'm not supposed to be winning so 
quickly." 

Connors swore audibly. 

# 

But Connors wasn't finished. He 
survived three game points at the 
beginning of the third set. Won the 
game with a forehand passing shot, 
It went 4-3 to Connors, who sud¬ 
denly waved a finger at Ashe. > 

Admonition, perhaps. A rare mo- 
ment of humour born of frustration, 
perhaps. Connors won the set 7-5. 

Ashe took a series of deep 
breaths as he sat "I thought long 
and hard about abandoning the 
plan, going back to my normal 
game." I decided to stay with the 
plan" , 

There were further, more press¬ 
ing moments of doubt as Ashe 
went 3-0 down. Connors even got 
to within a point of 4-1 but, under 
pressure, Ashe hit a ferocious fore¬ 
hand volley. 3-2. 

Ashe held his service. 3-3. Still he 
tormented Connors. The swinging 
serve, then the slow balls, the silly 
balls, the slices, the top spins. "I 
sensed he was ruffled." 

At 4-4 Ashe played two top-spin 



backhands to break Connor's ser¬ 
vice. He served for the rnatch. He 
went to 40-15. It left him with two 
match points 

The big decision at moments Hke 
this - to spin one in at three-quarter 
pace, and get in fast to Volley OR go 
for 3 big one." 

Ashe went for the big one. It vvas 
vicious in its pace. The ball thun¬ 
dered into Connors' racket and 
came back. Ashe smashed, Con¬ 
nors could do nothing. 

Ashe clenched his fist,'The traefi-,. 
tiohaiists around him on the Certtre- 
Court went hysterical. 

Ten years later, Jimmy Corif>ors 
would say crisply and cryptically; 
"You don't know aH the tblnge 
about thSt final and nobody else 
will ever know," ; 

Vyhat other things'? AtiHb? i' 
..tUrves it must be.Cb,r)hbrs.Msrie^ in.’ 

, .j’aify:. Connors will say.no more ' l;i i' 

. Weknow engiugh. 


YOVNG PUP... Pactmdker.Cdtvior », 










J UST 22 and already squashchampion of India for 
the past two years. Tall, fit and strong and blessed 
with tremendous stamina. A keen understanding of 
the intricacies of squash. Confidence tinged with ele¬ 
ments of humility and a youthful awkwardness, de¬ 
termination coupled with an honest streak of self- 
criticism. A young man who has accomplished so 
much but who Is eager to accomplish so much more. 
A champion of his own country who realises that the 
real struggle for excellence lies beyond the borders of 
India. Meherwan Oaruvala. One of the new breed of 
champion. 

Squash is uniquely exciting because of the tremen¬ 
dous range of options inherent in the game. Unlike 
other racket sports, squash is played on a court 
bounded by four walls, all of which are brought into 
play. The court is small, the ball is slightly soft but 
very fast and comes at a player from a bewildering 
variety of angin. Hence a squash champion must 
have the mental keenness and match experience to 
anticipate every shot before it is played and the phy¬ 
sical stamina and quickness to reach the ball and 
keep reaching if time and time again. 

That a young player like Meherwan should have 
speed and stamina is to be expected, but that he 
snould have so quickly picked up the alNtnportant 
Courtcraft of squasl:kist amazing. As he says. "Getting 
to the ball is a comEKr^don of enticipatton arid quic- 
krieee, Ouickhese I fibvb always bad, and I work hard 
'' tain, it' Mticipatidn I have bieked up through 
i. practksai, obeerv^tton- and rhatch p^. 



















Of course, getting , to the t»H Is 
only half tnO battle. The other half 
ie playing the correct shot whion 
vyill either keep you in play or pull 
the opponent out of position or' 
finish the rally. It is here where 
Meherwap is still improving. ’1 
tend to keep the ball in play, and 
go for long rallies. Here my sta¬ 
mina pulls me through, ^t If I am 
really to make's mark on the iriler- 
natiOnal circuit, I must develop 
more shots which can finish off s 
rally. That is what I am working on 
now." 

This is the Mehenwan of today. 
A champion who knows his wea¬ 
knesses and is determined to 
overcome them. What is amazing 
is that Meherwan only took to 
squash in 78*When he wa» nleariy . 
16. Born in .Bombay oh JaHuary; 
13, 1963, he studied in Don Bos* 
CO, where he tried his hand at se¬ 
veral spohs, but was not very 
good at any of them. He did swim 
a lot, and ran in athletic meets, 
but played no racket game before 
he tried squash. Then he began to 
watch his. father. Rust Oaruvala, 
play squash at-Otters Club irv Ban-t 
dra. Rusf played sqiiasl} at the 
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vyanted.tdtfM'v'^frat. 

at'a time binW^rt h^f-h6ur:aei|wna'vwl^|^^ 
memben hadf bpbked ahd generally t 
s^oe of myaelf. 8«t i be^iia tb Idva 
mtna I alw^ had, asl uwd fhp'pmitfta ^OO'nidtriiifi';-.? 
school. But (had to work oh mV-apded. And Of OpuhMVt.':! 
i. knevr nothing about 9^a8h.(S^i3dwlly,’},begBrT l^^fHb 
learn the sho^, and 'tt^.ih^'^fdthar b^n guidli^l 

. Within a year,- Meherwan. w.)t> M^ihg for 
Club and attracted notice wittigbwm^yaagtiinat 
top players like SoB Coian ent^ Vaman Apt^ .He then ‘ VhBrwv 
was made a playing ineihbert|ttheC;acketC|ub.of in-.. 
dia, where the best pi8yefs..in.Bonibw p^yeil Those . 
years, '80 and '81, were vital fbr a tiwi coach,, leafn.* - . ,tl^T' 
the secrete of squash. "You must pldyMoinstplayef* 
who are better than you. Ortly then'wliryou impfove.',,. a^byiplhei 
It does no good to keep beating the jsfkne oppbnattts ' 
again and a^a" ; ■_' ,^ehaog^ - “ 

■"reg^a.riy^^^wi. 

vember ar^ foBbwed this with'victories th w Wes-'.»»£s^ '■ 
tern Indiej Jodhpur, and Rarssthan Juhwhfc. ali H V^!''’ 

December. Tbbn at the first National Junim'jh. . 

pur, held in January, '81 Meherwari had a^i|a&ab^,x 
losing to Darius Pandole in the final. Pmdc^:ill|w^; 
ough youngsy fhah Meherwag, was in faet thorf 
penence'd, raving started squash-mubn eairliar'MeF.; 
Meherwah:.Nowever, this waa,the one ma^iqss tne*': 
herwmSvjffiHied'ihhisiuniorcik 

iaided towintheOoihi State arid£a«fiklj^y;'1^5 


■■Kt> '' ' S/y 'H'u 
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selves in thahstit but sra then fit enou^t^^tfiiptb ,“„'. • \ '■ ■ • •'( 

any conditions. And, of course, they compete alt over ' • '■ 'M 

the world; from England to Australia to Asia And they a 

make money lots of it. A player like Jehangir can de- 
mand as much as he likes. But, as Meherwan says, he 
deserves it. He is the best. 

'83 was Meherwan's first year as a senior player, \ J 

and on the last day of the year he was crowned the 
new national champion. Just 20 years old, he defeat- 
ed Ananth Nayak in a four-game final at the CCI 
courts in Bombay. But Meherwan's real victory came 
in the semi-finals, on December 30th, when he de- 
feated Major Raj Manchanda, the defending cham- 
pion, and winner for the previous six years. 

The facts are that Oaruvala defeated manchanda, 

9-2; 9-2, 2-9, 9-5. But the facts do not tell the true 
story. Major Manchanda was, and still is, a legend in 
Indan squash. Six times National champion in a row, 
and absolutely fit inspite of being in his late 30's, 

Manchanda, with his relentless and almost flawless 
game, had a psychological edge over all the top In¬ 
dian players. Just to face him on the court was en¬ 
ough to make any player nervous. 

As Meherwan says, "The Major was considered un¬ 
beatable. His game was almost irritating in its perfec¬ 
tion. He just wouldn't make any mistakes. When I fin¬ 
ally beat him, I myself couldn't believe it. It was a 
dream come true. My tactics were to move him 
around the court. I had to keep him out of position, 
and tire him out. I managed to do this, and I won. But 
it was really unbelievable." For Meherwan, to defeat 

Manchanda was to come of age in squash, to become , , 

a man. It was a victory that heralded the end of an era 
in Indian squash and ushered in a new champion. 

Manchanda himself sportingly acknowledged Meher¬ 
wan's superiority, but he has still not given up. Meher¬ 
wan is the first to admit that he stilt has the toughest 
match in India against Manchanda. 
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The Madras tournament was a verytsuccessful one 
for Otters Club. Not only did Meherwan wirn but C.S. 
Pawar, the pro at Otters, won the title for profession¬ 
als. And with Ashish Kamat, again of Otters, having 
won the Junior title, it wds a clean sweep for the club, 
barring only the women's title, which was won, for 
the ninth time in succession, by the remarkable Bhu- 
vaneshwari Kumari of Alwar. Meherwan is very grate¬ 
ful to Otters Club for all the help and encouragement 


India has produced outstanding squash pis^rs in, 
the recent past, with Anil Nayyar and Raj MenchatKia' 
being the best. Anil Nayyar, whose strokes Mener- 
wan has always adrnired, played a great deal i/t the 
USA while he was.incolle^, and this enabled linm to 
improve his Mma immensely, and he dominatlid Iri^ 
dian squash from '85 upto '77, winning the National' 
title whenever he was in India to play. 


he has received down through the years. Apart from 
providing playing facilities and an atmosphere to 
grow in, the club also has provided Meherwan with 
air-fare to tournaments within India. This means a 
great deal to a young squash player, for there is little 
money in the sport in India. Prize modey is a recent 
thing, and hardly can cover the cost of equipment, 
club fees, and transportation. Meherwan has been 
sponsored by Air-India since '82, which means that 
his air-fare to international tournaments is covered 
Previous to '82, it was Meherwan's father who bore 
this expense. 

But It is today, as Meherwan looks to the future, th 
at sponsorship is so important. For Meherwan is veiy 
eager to go to England this summer and play on the 
English and European circuits This is vital for Meher 
wan at this stage of his game, for in Europe is the best 
squash played To quote Qamar Zambn, world No. 2 
and a regular on both the European and Asian cir 
cuits; "Young players should spend at least two year 
on the European circuit. When I first started out, I had 
to suffer the strange and lonely life of a professional, 
but slowly things came my way after playing many 
matches The squash there (Europe) is 100 per cent 
harder. But there's no better way to improve. What 
helped me through was the support from Pakistan 
Airlines, my sponsoi, who paid everything for me and 
made things work. Sponsorship should come for 
ward to help young players achieve their aim " And 
Greg Pollard of Australia, only 23 and Malaysian 
Open Champion, has the same opinion, "There (Eur 
ope) it IS a different game altogether Unlike squash 
here (Asia), the game there is a lot harder, with more 
speed on the ball, and more power. You have to be 
very accurate with your shots and you soon develop 
that" 

Meherwan is very aware that the next few years 
will either make or break him as an internalior\al 
squdsh player. He must get to Europe and he is deter 
mined to do so, He is putting himself through stren 
uous practice at the Otters Club and waits only for the 
proper sponsorship to take him to England. Air India 
is meeting his air-fare, but his daily expenses in Eng 
land or Europe would be at least 45 pounds per day. 
This IS a lot of money, as Meherwan wants to stay in 
England for at least two months, playing regularly 
and returning to India in time for the local season 
which starts in October. One can only hope that 
sponsorship is forthcoming, for it is vital for Meher 
wan to face the highest fevel of international squash 
competition at this stage of his career. 
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Manchanda, on the other hand, took squash very 
late, and won his first title in the '77‘'78 season, 
when he was already in his early 30's. His mternatipn- 
ai experience has been limited to Asia. Meherwan', on 
the other hand, was the youngest National champion 
ever at only 20, and has already reached the top of In 
dian squash, and played a good deal on the Asian cir 
cuit. If ever an Indian squash player had a chartce to 
make a name for himself on the international squash 


sconce, it is Meherwan. 


Training for Meherwan is a lonely business. He now 
knows exactly where his weaknesses lie and for him, 
the best method of training is to practice alone on the 
court. He can thus concentrate fully on a particular 
shot or a particular angle. For instance, his overheads 
and nicks are weak, so he will play these shots 
against himself for an hour and work out the prob 
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f it»^,may ^ iort i^^ tlyo hwa at a time 'and apriftt." 

I ' ilk^ aLm.* li^ jZZm .W^ _i •_ _• 


. Vtis^ '0i» the ctMiit'to built up epsed and lefiexes Is al'. 
$0 aktfia. Because of a tom figamsnt suffered when he 
waa etitt.a junior, MeherwanS knees are weak, so he 
also swims to strengthen and Joosen his body. The 
relaxation in the water provides a good contrast to 
the pounding on the court. 

""m^tem^squawhf^^^^a^'l^erlke^Iiwi^r^^ha^ 

just vvears down his opponents by making no mis¬ 
takes and never tiring. “International players realise 
that to try and outlast Jehangir is impossible, so they 
go all out for kilts in the very first game. Of course, this 
only wears out the player all the more, and Jehangir 
romps home in the second and third games." It is this 
type of game that Meherwan is working for. Of 
course, strokes to finish rallies are also very impor- 
tarit, and Meherwan quite candidly admits tht his 
strokes are not that good, and need working on. "On 
the international circuit today, a player like Dean Wil- 
Rsme will just slash me. I know that. But the only way 
(.can improve is to play against better players." 

Meherwan, like so many other top Indian sports- 
nien and sportswomen, has had no formal coaching 
• in India, and is indebted to his father for early tips and 
, continued inspiration and guidance. Otherwise, ex- 
j; pept fbr training in Karachi whh the Pakistanis, 
f M^rwan has learnt from observation and ewer- 
.usds. Alt a young age, he admired AnifNayyar's game. 

; Ahd.in M^dra»at the recent Nationais, Ahmed Ali Is- 





used to it. t 

and watch'a movie, th^ 

like a dull life, but t dori’t mind,''' •! f 

Life 

ere. But Meherwan also knows' 

had to make it first And for Meherwah 

means that the next two or three 

f iced to hard work and tough match^ ’ \ 

It is a constant complaint in Indian 
dian sportsmen never win at the interhatlbhatjei^^^ 
But if one is to look at the performar^S' bf ltwiife« 
sportsmen who have excelled at the wodd 
kistan Padukone, Vijay Amritraj, Sunil Gavaeli#'^,iQia|^i 
will find that they all have one thing in con«hj^p^i'->: 
ing against the very best in the world at'a 
Prakash was the Indian champion at •t7;,arw.4ii^^^ 
playing and winning regularly abroad by 
was Z\ ■ Vijay was winning majot tournaments 
USA by the time he was 2f. ■-.■.'.C-m-’i 

Gavaskar was scoring centuries in tha .VVesVmdjt^, 
when he was 21. And the same is jnie df hbiiMi^ 
stars like Shahid and Ndeem. Ali these sportsrtiee^ra^ 
not just play against the best in India or 
played against the best in the woRd. And that^y^Sl 
Meherwan now wants to-do, and what 
He has talent; youth, and determinationi^!Hf,|S4i||^^^ 
for success. He is poisecL.'slightly apprehiaft^H^^I^ 
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By Ian Barnes 



nant bride-to-be Zorica, a 23-veer- 
old Belgrade law student he bowed 
delightedly to all corners of the 
court. 

He was still grinning broadly and 
he and Wilander walked off and he 
waved cheekily to the Duke and 
Duchess of Kent in the royal box 

Zivojinovic, ranked only 77th in 
the world, said; "Just to play on the 
Centre Court was like a dream, now 
it (S a reality. I had not even tried to 


guAtify foe Wiroblsdbn be^9 
this is the biggest Win 
beceuse Wiiander is a lesliy 
player. 

. 'I won’t be going out lo celebrSts 
yet T but i might if I vwi the tQurrtS'i 
ment.”; 

A'ustfSIlan f^oi, 

losing to Zivojinovic in the pre- 
Wimbledon tournament at Oueen*s 
Club, claimed his opponent hit the 
baH harder than Roscoef TannSf 
who has 40 tnph service. 

And after this perfOfthlW^piBi^^.-^ 
body will relish, a msei^' 
carefree Bo-Bo who to.!?*)^ 
put his high-iifeday8 b«hmg'ftih»: 

Fiancee Zorica says; "He used tc 
be a bit of a wild man, but I hayi 
quietened him down.'’ 

Wilander had taken twowei^ 
off after vyinning the french, ct^hi; 
pionship, white' Zivojtno^.fliref 
competirrg at Queen'S and atflrisfe 
last week. The difference was thort 
for all to ^e. 


Masterblaster... Centre court oce 
Bo'Bo XtvojiniHiic 

M ats WILANOERS Grand 
stain dream was shattered at 
Wimbledon by the explosive tennis 
of i» Yugoslav playboy with a ton¬ 
gue-twister narne 

Slobodan Zivojinovic - known as 
Bo-Bo to his friends - thumped 
Australian and French champion 
Wilander 6-2, 5-7, 7-5, 6-0 in lUSt 
over two hours of muscular may¬ 
hem 

It left the Centre Court crowd 
breathless and left Sweden's Wi- 
lander, the No. 4 seed, looking 
shell-shocked 

I expected a tough match, but 
the way be played )usi wore rpe 
lipwn/'said Wilander.. 

"It vvasn’t lilie playing somebody 
with a normal game." 

Zivojinovic. 21 years old and 6ft 
6in, ui^d all hie f5 stones weight 
; tp blast the ball With such power th-: 

. .jit eeVeraf times he nearly knocked 
tite racket'butofWijafKler’s hand^^^^ 

VAtpmrtherv.^ harttmered in 15 
' allied t3 tfcmbie faplts: 

.-tll^i t^tpf ^re^'OnhiSTirsttrwtch' 

refelng' a-.fiet tn 



f‘Mata shrll-fhoctted 
















Wimbledon^s biggest fashion shock since 
gorgeous Gussie’s frillies 


i 


Whitewash! 



By Norman Luck 

... I .1 I I I ■ 11 ■ ■■ 

B ody line Anne White the 
Amerifdn tennis player who 
brought back sensation to the 
Wimbledon fashion scene was a 
chastened girl when play resumed 
on Friday lest week 

Gone was the sexy figure 
clinging one piece bodysuit that 
galvanised photographers the pre 
vious evening ind had oldtiiners 
dreamily rci ailing the gieat days of 
Gorgeous G jssie Moran 

She was the tennis ace who 
causf'd a sensation tt prim and 
proper Winbledon in 1948 by 
wearing fully knickeis 

8ut bowing to the orders of refer 
ee Alan Mill' ?3 year old Anne lift 
her white bodysuit in the rlianqing 


room and turned up in nice but nor 
mal year And soon she was depart 
ing the 1935 Wimbledon tennis 
scene losing 6-3 6 7 6 3 to fellow 
American Pam Shriver 

1 he one piece outfit - which 
some othei girl players thought 
looked more like her granddad s 
Ibng )ohns - may never be seen 
again But it has taken its place for 
ever in Wimbledon lore 

Certainly Pam Shriver never 
wants to be confronted with it 
again 

( omrnenting on the previous 
evening sensatir)n, she said That 
was the most bizarre stupid- 


looking thing I have ever seen ort 
tennis court" • 

She went on “You can imagin 
how I felt I'd waited four days t 
play a match with the rain comm 
down in sheets 

Eventually I got on court at 7 
m the evening, very nervous, an 
everyone started hooting and ho 
lermg 

I turned round to serve and the 
I saw it-this vision 

I didn t know what to do I tf 
ought she could have mentioned t 
me It was going to happen ' 

Asked if she' thought Ann 
should have been told to chang 
Pam replied Yes - right on court 
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Giirls who make 
McEnroe take 
a back seat 

A special report by Hilary Doling 


E V/ERY year when 
^ the WimWedon 
fortnight isuponue, 
the grass is mown, 
the marquees are 

up and the strawberries and cream 
keep arriving by the lorry load. 

Everyone talks about those fa¬ 
mous tennis stars, but down at the 
All England Tennis Club this year, I 
met tne women who can make 
Lendl take a back seat take Con¬ 
nors for a ride and drive even 
McEnroe round the bend. 

They are the Wimbledon Chauf- 
feuses, who get around £200 a 
week for driving the players to and 
from their West End hotels th¬ 
roughout the tournament. 

For most of us it would be mar¬ 
ginally easier to get tickets for 
the Centre Court than it would to 
join this exclusive band. And 


competition for the 100 places is 
as fierce as any on-court battle. 

■ Mostly our girls come to us th¬ 
rough word of mouth," says Patri¬ 
cia Banks, the elegant, attractive 
blonde who has masterminded the 
whole operation for the last 14 
years. This year 350 applicants 
tried to meet her exacting require¬ 
ments. 


"You have to be pretty," says 
Patricia, "and well educated and, 
how shall I put it, someone who 
would fit the image of the All Eng¬ 
land Tennis Club." 

She firmly believes her girls are 
"the creme de la creme." Many are 
"debutante types" just back from 
being chalet girls in the smarter 
Swiss ski resorts for whom 
Wimbledon chauffeuring is an im¬ 
portant part of the social calendar. 
So dedicated are some of her regu¬ 
lars that they "actually take two 
weeks’ holiday from a full-time job 
to come and work." 

"Our drivers aren't just dolly 
birds," says Patricia. "During the 
tournament they’ll work eight-hour 
shifts and clockHip a total .of 3,000 
miles between them. Try to find me 
a London cabbie who will work as 
hard as that." 

As well as beating cab drivers at 
their own game, the women have 
to have the skills of a formula-one 
racing driver, a psychologist and a 
baby sitter all rolled into one; and 
be as good at driving a getaway car 
as any notorious bank robber. 

They have an impressive know¬ 
ledge of the back streets of South¬ 
west London. "If a player has an im¬ 
portant match to play," says Jenny, 
an experienced chauffeuse who 
has worked at Wimbledon for se¬ 
ven years, ’’then the last thing you 
can afford to do is to get stuck in 
traffic." 

She chanted a route for me from 
memory. "Left out of the grounds, 
wiggle down to Earisfield, up past 
the power station, round the back 
of Chelsea barracks..." With a me¬ 
mory like that and an enviable skill 
at nipping down side turnings, the 
Wimbledon chauffeuses can make 
it from the courts to the West End 
in 22 minutes. 

the elaborate routes also have 
another ^rpose. "We avoid a lot of 
the tennis traffic and thereby a lot 
of over-curious fans. 

"Over-enthusiastic supporter 
can be a probterp." Patricia SByA.fef, 
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mambering the time Bjorn Borg 
went white under his tan at the 
sight of hordes of screaming teeny- 
boppers who were waiting for him 

I,got kicked black and blue try¬ 
ing to get him into the car, and 
there were fans all over the bonnet 
Eventually we used to sneak him 
out through the window of the la¬ 
dies' too and use decoy cars to fool 
fans 

It IS not easy driving with people 
lying across your front window, and 
even more sedate crowds can be a 
problem You are not allowed to 
hoot people out of the way since 
any sudden noise can disturb play 

Once through the crush the girls 
will often have to accelerate hard 
and race around corners at hair- 
raising speed to shake off anyone 
tailing them to find out where the 
tennis stars are staying 

"You d be surprised what length 
some people will go to in order to 
find out a player's address, laughs 
Patricia One particularly nasty Nas- 
tase fan leant into a car and started 
pulling a long-haired chauffeuse's 
hair out by the roots to obtain the 
player's phone number But if a girl 
revealed an address she would be 
sacked on the spot 

As a rule the women are uns¬ 
wervingly loyal to their players 
After all, Patricia is the first to admit 
that It IS not money that keeps th¬ 
em coming back year after year 
"The pay is not great, she says 
but the girls do get to watch a lot 
of good tennis with a chance of 
Centre Court seats if someone 
doesn't turn up 



John McEnroe ..sweet and shy and 
never ever rude 


In some ways only mums and 
girlfriends are closer to the players 
than Patricia's girls during the con¬ 
test She believes that some of her 
chauffeuses can predict how a 
player is going to do in a match bet 
ter than any professional common 
tator 

'We see how nervous they are 
when they get into the car in the 
morning, or if they look bad 
tempered or edgy,' says Patricia 

You can tell whan they are ner¬ 
vous, adds Jenny because they 
just grunt at you 

Knowing when to speak and 
when to keep your mouth shut is 
another art the Wimbledon women 
learn 'They are taught to introduce 
themselves, to chat brightly when 
necessary but to realise when the 


player wants to be left alone " 

This skill means that many of the 
women are looked upon as a sym¬ 
pathetic ear by players "We get 
told a lot of things, we know a lot of 
secrets, but we're not giving any of 
them away 

They have to learn to keep tem¬ 
peramental tennis stars in their 
place too ' All the players have to 
wait for their cars on the Royal 
steps outside the Centre Court 
Some of them get injpatient and try 
to queue jump, and we have to tell 
them firmly to wait their turn ' 

But without a doubt getting an in¬ 
sight into the lives of the stars is 
one of the plus points of the job 
We come to know their families 
and their foibles.' says Patricia 
And the private man or woman is 
often very different from the public 
image 

For example superbrat John 
McEnroe is very sweet and shy 
and never ever rude Chris Evert- 
Lloyd has a lovely mother and 
Wojtek Fibak is very fond of kiss¬ 
ing people s hands' 

Although driving is operated on a 
pool system, there is no doubt the 
women have their favourite jjlayars 
We had one girl who used to offer 
£5 to anyone who had New- 
combe s ticket so keen was she to 
drive him 

In their turn the players, too, have 
favourites We get endless re¬ 
quests for Tania and Susie Both 
are witty, fun and ace drivers too 

So what of love matches bet¬ 
ween chauffeuses and players? 

Well, says Patricia,' put it this 
way a lot of the tennis players are a 
long way from home and know very 
few people So it s only natural that 
an attractive girl gets asked out t 
pretend not to notice as long as the 
players are at the court on time " 

Such romances are, she says, 
quite frequent Certainly chauf¬ 
feuses can be whisked off into the 
jetsetting international tennis cir¬ 
cuit But, she adds, world weanly, 
"I'm afraid most of the time it is on¬ 
ly a 'holiday romance' for the 
players I warn my girls but they still 
get hurt" 

From this year she II have ^o warn 
her boys too For now men are be¬ 
ing allowed«to enter the exclusive 
ranks of Wimbledon drivers ' Only 
20 or so, says Patricia cautiously 
'Tirrte Writ tell whether they are 9s 
good at driving as the girls " 

They'll have a lot to live up to, be¬ 
cause as far as the playOrs ara cpriF- . 
earned it's getfw. S9t td 

tha faqiiid^s service of 



Spot the girl behind the outetze shades. Que? It’s hard to see anytpne put¬ 
ting her In the shade 

The answer Is Martina Navratlldva pictured having fun with friends at 
an Bastboume tennis party recently 









Ifs Vitas 

i 

vs Martina! 

V ITAS GERULAITIS has had his 
bluff called over his jibes about 
wom.en’s tennis , 

Martina Navratilova has accept¬ 
ed to play him - in a doubles match 
with her regular, double Grand 
Slam winning partner Pam Shriver 
in Atlantic City in August. 

New Yorker Gerulaitis, who 
claimed last year that the male 
player ranked 100th in the world 


lion dollar nianslon on th 0 match. 

He and world charapioo Narvati- 
lova have now agreed to split a 
purse worth 250,000 dollars bet¬ 
ween the tennis foundations which 
carry their names and sponsor jun¬ 
ior tennis development in the 
United States. 

Tennis KO 
for Sinatra 
gatecrashers 


these gates without fhe;'proper 
passes.' ' ■ 

Sinatra has recruited his 
18-strong bodyguard from the East 
London, protection company, tCfay- 
leigh Enterprises, which is master¬ 
minded by the notorious Kray twins 
from their prison cells. 

The firm specialises in guarding 
film stars and oilnch Arabs and 
trades on the boast; ”We have 
never lost a client. It charges El00 
a day w ith a limousine thrown in, 

McEnroe hit 


would easily beat the best women 
players, has chosen 1939 Wimble¬ 
don champion Bobby Riggs as his 
partner 


Gerulaitis, in his original chal¬ 
lenge at last year's US Open, said 
he was prepared to bet his new mil- 



Vitas Gerulaitis 

Martina in legal 
row over book 


T ennis star Martina Navratilo¬ 
va's best-selling autiobiography 
to be serialised from next week in 
SPORTSWEEK - may soon vanish 
from bookshop shelves. 

The Wimbledon champion is be¬ 
lieved , to have demanded cuts, 
some of which have not been 
made, in the English edition of Be- 

mg Myself 

A leading London book store re¬ 
ported last week: "We are now sell¬ 
ing copies of the book. 

"But we understand that legal ac¬ 
tion involving Martina and the Eng¬ 
lish publishers will stop any further 
copies being supplied to us." 



A WIMBLEDON steward did it 
his way when superstar Frank 
Sinatra's minders tried to gatecrash 
the championships He told them to 
get losti 

The heavies, who wanted to 
check security before the singer 
and his wife, Barbara visit the ten¬ 
nis, drew up at the gates in a dark 
saloon. 

When they tried to talk their way 
in by mentioning Sinatra's name, 
they got a frosty reception 

A steward told tfiem- "I don't care 
who you're trying to protect. No 
one - not even Royalty - gets past 

Jacqueline’s first 
ball girl on 
Centre Court 

J ACQUELINE PUSHONG is the 
first ball girl allowed on the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon. 

Jacqueline, 15, from Banstead, 
was picked for the role after a girl in 
the year below her at Park School 
dropped out. 

"I was delighted just to be asked 
to be a ball girl at Wimbledon be¬ 
cause I wasn't at this school last 
year and this is where all the ball 
girls and boys come from. 

"Then when they told me I was 
going to be on the Centre Court - 
the first girl ever to do so - 1 
couldn't believe it. 

’V"l was terrified at first but now 
I'm really enjoying it," she said 

Twenty-two girls have been- ta¬ 
ken on for Wimbledon, and all of 
them, and the boys, are graded 

Jacqueline made the grade 
which was why she was picked for 
the Centre Court. 

"All my friends are jealous, and 
my parents are really proud. They 
came tq see me. It is the experieoce 
of a fifetimo. I will probably never be 
a ba^i qiri. again because I am really 
toopidhow." 


by £6m suit 

T ennis bad boy John McEnroe 
was hit by a £6 million law suit 
at the New York Supreme Court. 

Second teacher Chnstopher Sch¬ 
neider claims the defending 
Wimbledon champion cursed, th¬ 
reatened end threw sawdust m his 
face at the 1983 US Open 

The incident, seen by millions on 
TV, happened when he was cheer¬ 
ing the star's opponent Trey Watke. 
Although Schneider was not in¬ 
jured, he claims he and his family 
have suffered embarassrneiit and 
harassment ever since. 



First aerblce...Jacqtielihe Pushong 
atWmbledon 








CALCUTTA SOCCER 


By Debabrata Chowdhury 


Cheema Okorie ridiculed 



Mohd. Sporting's Cheema Okorie shoots goalwards against Eastern Railway. Mohd. Sporting won 2 -0 


C HEEMA Okorie, who won the 
hearts of the Mohammedan 
fans in the earlier pames was the 
subject of much ridicule when Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting faced the 
Aryans Club in the Calcutta Soccer 
league. 

With the refree Tarak Sen re¬ 
maining placid, Cheema could scale 
new heights in notoriety had not 
coach Mohammed Abdus Sattar in¬ 
tervened and took him off thirteen 
minutes from time. 

For his frenzied acts all that 
Cheema earned was a yellow card 
when an ouster looked to be the on¬ 
ly punishment but as everyone 
knows referees in Calcutta do not 
dare send off a player of big club for 
fear public wrath. He would get no 
protection from the authorities and 
he as a family to sustain. Not unna¬ 
turally whenever the big teams 
score a goal against their weaker 
opponents it is not only their fans ' 


who heave a sigh of relief but also 
the police as well. 

A draw or a defeat for a big team 
means all sorts of trouble and ever¬ 
yone connected with the game in 
the city wants to avoid it at all 
costs. So it is quite natural that re¬ 
ferees would bend the rules to suit 
the big teams. And the authorities 
do intend to uplift the standard in 
such a situation on! 

Mohammedan won the match 
under review by two goals to nil the 
scorers being Arup Das and Shab- 
bir Ali. With the primary job of 
securing the three points at stake 
finished the Moharhmedan players 
did not mind turning it a dull affair in 
the second session. The response 
from the Aryans boys, some of th¬ 
em battered and bruised, were also 
timid and the capabity crowd who 
came in to witness a close battle 
went home dejected. 

Against Aryans there, was S; 


change in the Mohammedan dt 
fence. Moidul Islam did not plaV an 
his place was taken by Mushec 
Ahmed who did more justice in hi 
new place than his erstwhile posi 
tion as a wingback. The defence a 
a whole looked more stronger thai 
before and the halfline too witi 
Amiraj and Prem Dorji looking mon 
serious* about their job were fo 
once mobile. 

Moiduls asence after a long lonj 
time was, however, not without am 
reason. Reports are coming abou 
his rift with Prasun Banerjee and th 
ere is also a rumour that some clui: 
, officials have gone against him. f 
appears, it would take some timt 
before everything is settled arnica 
bly. 

Shabbir AJi is perhaps the onlv 
Mohammedan Sporbna ptayef wtw; 
is trying hard to. act a$ a link ii^t; 
ween the offence arid the .defend 
and-'it is he who'.ha& 













a^aoking mactIUmi.mQV- 
Apftrt fiwn that Ns penchant 
W gppls et teast at the.ciuh teveL is 
stiW there. He, however, railed to do 
justice to himself in the game 
against Toilygunge Agragsmi. The 
solace tor him was that he laid 
on the only goal for Arup Das. 

Nairinder Thapa came to Calcotta 
with high hopm but upto now he 
haa done little precious. The only 
thing is that he keeps on trying 
which sadly for him has not been- 
enough. 


• ' V ir:' '.'I 


Humid 

The day East Bengal were to 
meet Behala Youth was hot and hu¬ 
mid but the gallery was packed to 
capacity. The reason was obvious. 
The Itehala boys had earlier drawn 
their game against Mohun Bagah. 
Would they be able to repeat the 
show now? In the end they could 
not. but they had the consolation of 
scoring the first goal against East 
Bangs! this season. 

It was general consanus that had 
MoNranjan Bhattacharjee played 
the goal it could have been avoided. 
May or may not be true, but it is a 
fact the sturdy defender is a source 
of .inspiration to his colleagues. A 
mirior injury kept him out of the 
game as it did in the subsequent 
game against Taltalia by five goals 
to one and East Bengal were able to 
hit only one. So this tells the full tale 
of East Bengal's mediocrity but th¬ 
ey looked a shade better against 
Behala. 


Verbal duel 




U. 


mw 


?TiiSS^ {ft the air ,/or supremacy but JEasI Beitgal'e Jamahed 
^ts to It first in their match Ogaitist Railway f,C. Host 




The game will, however, be re¬ 
membered for he verbal duel coach 
P.K.M. Banetjee had with the sup¬ 
porters both during and after the 
game. Their grievance was that all 
the East Bengal players were dir¬ 
ecting their passes towards Deba- 
shish Boy while Jamshed Nassin 
was being ignored totally. P.K. dis¬ 
missed alt this as rubbish and he 
attributed, the goal against East 
Bengal to the fact that his players 
suffered from a lapse in concentra¬ 
tion foHowing too much and much 
hue and cry was raised by the fans. 
The supporters in general are also 
not happy. KrishnU Day is not being 
used. P.K.’s version is that since the 
player is undergoing a treatment for 
a torn ligament using him in this 
state would only aggravate the in¬ 
jury. fed up with poor show by their 
team the supporters in cotnparison 
were in a better frame of mind 
wheif their team beat Bajasthan 
Clot) by tree goals to ml. Rajasian's 




Bahu Mani ofMohun Bagan (not In pic) srort s //i< Hi <.r ip-til iKjii/tisr li N. Rnilii ni- Biutnn imn 'J* I 


strength, theoretically at least is 
just below the big three and the 
margin naturally was a bit flatter¬ 
ing. The reason was that they could 
not play according to their true po¬ 
tential and Mohun Bagan capita¬ 
lized on the lethargic approach of 
their opponents freely and dictated 
the proceedings However, they 
still looked far from the cohesive 
unit Amar Dutta has promosed to 
make them. Perhaps, he needs 
more time to do so but he has had 
already enough at his disposal 

Failed 

The three goals came in the se¬ 
cond half with Babu Mani scoring 
two and the other winger Subir Sar- 
kar getting the other. Xavier Pius 
whom Amal Dutta has been us'ng 
for the last three games for once 
failed to deliver the goods but even 
then his arrival after the breather 
against Rajasthan seemed to have 
inspired the other boys a great deal 

The football activities of the club 
would from now on be looked after 
by the venerable Sailen Manna. Th¬ 
is was decided in a meeting of the 
club's working committee ? few 
days ago following the Football 
secretary Chum Goswami's depar¬ 
ture for Bombay. Chum incidentally, 
was transfered a few months ago 
to the Nagpur circle of the State 
Bank of India and it was to put the 
boys on a better frame of mtiui that 
he came to Calcutta on a months 
leave. The SO? .from his ernployers 
has, however, put an end to,all that. 
















SOCCER PROFILE 


LAWRENCE GOMES 


Indefatigable as ever 


W HEN VASCO Sports Club was Pra 
dominating football in Goa indi 
between 1970 and 1975, a student goc 
of St. Joseph High School named mai 
Lawrence Gomes used to derive g 
great pleasure in watching thm 
practice at the Tilak grounds. ggl. 

He used to stand behind the goal plai 
eagerly waiting for the ball to come the 
to him. Every time the ball went out aga 
he used to run after it in an attempt r~ 
to get to it before the other boys 
could do so 

Today at the age of 22, Lawrence tSISf, 

Gomes has succeeded in becoming 
a veiY good linkman. He began 
learning the game when he was 
playing for Mangor Sports Club. 

From Mangor he moved on to 
Mundvol, a second division side 
which was promoted to the Sr Div -i* 

ision league at a time when he jK 
joined the Marmugoa Port Trust S 

team. S 

A highly impressive performance aSfe 

for MPT paved the way for him to 
join Salgaocar Sports Club m 
1982 83. Lawrence achieved the pr'zi 

distinction of captaining the junior 
India at Nepal the same season and 
also had the honour of representing 
the senior national side that went 
to Bangladesh 

He played for Goa m the junior 
National Football chainjiionship at 
Tripura and Pondichery. Surpris- 
,'ingly enough, he could not find a 
place in the senior Goa side tor the 
Nationtjls at Madias in 1984 and it 
was in Uttar Pradesh last season 
that he made his debut for Goa in 
the National championship for the 
Santosh Trophy. 

Sparsely built Lawrence, (Larry to 
his colleagues) has a fine style of 
play. He dribbles with good control 
and deceptive body movements 

' ’ Indefatigable that he is, he moves 
. up and down to provide assistance 
to his defenders and forwards. 

Passes released by Lawrence can 
v’patcb even the best of the defend- 
ars on the wrong foot and it is a 
-'great asset to his side that (.a- > 

yvrence has good shooting ability to 
f score the goals for them. He scored , 
a number of goals dudhg the 1983- 
;'84 season when ^Igaocar won 
-tNi feaQue, Super li^g'file and the 

tides besides fibishing 
^ up to the Stafford 

\Re'''n« 

-JGT itt the Sait- 


Pradesh in the Stafford Cup. He is 
indeed a good attacking half with 
good temperament for big 
matches. 

Besides Brahmanand, Lawrence 
performed consistently well for 
Salgacoar last season and he 
played in an authoritative manner in 
the Federation Cup semi-finals 
against Mohun Bagan. He caught 
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Lawrence Gomes...Salgaocar’s 
prized performer 


the eye of the connoisseurs and 
Amol Outta tha Mohun BagSn 
coach had a special word of praise 
for him. Amol Dutta said Lawrence 
is certainly good enough to play for 
India. 

Despite the fact that Saigaocar 
lost the services of two of their out¬ 
standing linkmen, Maurice and 
Arnold, they did not have to face 
any problems in the midfield as La¬ 
wrence, with the assistance, of 
Mariano and Bento Andrew, took 
care of it exceedingly well. 

Salgaocar were still able to win 
the league and the super league 
championships during the 
1984-85, season and won the run¬ 
ners up trophies in the Sait Nagjee 
and the Vizag tournament. It angurs 
well for Salgaocar that Lawrence 
has decided to carry on with them 
by rejecting the offers which the 
other clubs had made to him. 

Lawrence says that they were in¬ 
deed unluckv not to have made the 
Federation cup finals at Bangalore 
at the expense of Mohun Bagan. 


S®CC£RT®®N 
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"IVANOVITCH PETROVaa VLADIMIR 
TRESHKOBOVITCH... ALL RIGHT, 
DON'T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN! " 





TENNIS 


I_____^ 

A promising Russian 

I 


R ussian players have been 
seen around the international 
tennis circuit since the 1950s. in 
the 1970s, Alex Metreveli and Olga 
Morizova reached one or two finals 
at Wimbledon, and it seemed that 
others coming up behind them 
might go even further in the game. 

Perhaps inevitably, politics came 
into the picture, with the Russian 
hierarchy forbidding play with 
South Africans. So for several years 
players from that country were 
missing from the world circuit. Now 
they are reappearing, mainly be¬ 
cause tennis is scheduled for the 
next Olympic Games - in Seoul - 
and the Russians are eager for the 
letters USSR, going into the re¬ 
cords when this comes about. 

The possibility of desire becom¬ 
ing fact, seemed more likely m the 
French Open via the performances 



of Andrei Chesnokov, a 19-vear- 
old, slim Muskovite. Ranking only 
307th on the world computer re¬ 
cords, he played well above that 
standard when battling his way 
through the qualifying competi¬ 
tion’s three rounds, and then in a 
reasonably simple first round in the 
main event. 

That put him against Eliot 
Teltscher, the world number 10 - 
and an experienced and tough 
competitor. In reaching him, Ches¬ 
nokov had not dropped a set and he 
might well have continued in that 


vein had he not suffered nervous¬ 
ness against such a prestigious 
opponent. That nervousness only 
lasted one set, during which he 
discovered that the man across the 
net was beatable. Not easily, of 
course, but still beatable. So he 
went to work with spirit and 
venom. The score deserves record¬ 
ing: a win for Chesnokov 5-7 7-5 
6-4. 

In various other forms of sport, 
Russia tops the world. Gymnastics 
and ice skating come readily to 
mind. Against Chesnokov, 
Teltscher ran into a different facet 
of tenniS' sheer technical compe¬ 
tence. 

Specifically, Chesnokov uses a 
double-handed backhand. That, in 
most such players, does not lend 
itself easily to one of the most tell¬ 
ing shots in the game: the back¬ 
hand drive straight down the line. 
Across the court it can be extreme¬ 
ly effective, but opponents know 
what to expect and they are pre¬ 
pared and trained to cope. The ball 
that flashes straight down the line 
is another thing altogether, as 
Teltscher found to his cost. That - a 
series of thunderbolt services 
launched from around six feet 
above the ground - and Chesno- 
kov's determination, produced the 
upset which may herald the arrival 
of a Russian capable of climbing 
near, or to, the top. 


The Sporting Life 
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H MISCELLANY 


Yorkshire take a verbal lashing from Kapli Dev 


Boycott blamed again 


G eoff boycott walked into a 
go-slow controversy at Harro- 
gato last week when* he was fier¬ 
cely criticised by Indian Test star 
Kapil Dev 

The row was ove Yorkshire's re¬ 
fusal to go for the runs when set an 
attractive Bntannic championship 
target of 271 in 59 overs by a 
Worcester team lacking the ser¬ 
vices of injured fast bowler John 
Inchmore 

Yorkshire crawled to 124 for 3 


off 50 overs with Boycott 64 not 
out, before the game ended without 
the last half-hour being taken, 

Paceman Dev showed his con¬ 
tempt for the pointless proceedings 
by slowing down to bowl off-spin 
for the last over 

And Dev declared afterwards; ”1 
was disappointed Yorkshire made 
no effort to go for victory 

‘If Yorkshire's captain did not th- 
nk Boycott could go for the runs, 


he should have sant him m tower 
down the order. 

"Harrogate is a small ground apd 
we were a bowler short, so pur de¬ 
claration was highly reasonable in 
the circumstahces ' 

Sarcastic cheers greetert Boy¬ 
cott's first lun after he had been at 
the crease for nine overs 

Skipper David Bsirstow promot¬ 
ed himself to number four in an at¬ 
tempt to step up' the run chasb - 
and had an exchange of views with 
Boycott at the wicket 

Airs marriage 
Is kayosd 

M uhammad AUI's third mar¬ 
riage was kayoed last week 
when he and his beautiful wife Ver 
onica said they were getting div¬ 
orced 

In a petition filed m Los Angeies 
Veronica cited 'irreconcilable dif¬ 
ferences' and asked for custody of 
their two young daughters 

The eight-year marriage is out for 
the count, but the three-time 
heavy-weight boxing champion of 
the world insists that it has ended 
amicably 

Grace Andrews, the couple's 
Press agent, said 'Veronica and 
Muhammad maintain the utmost 
admiration, love and respect for 
each other and their friendship re¬ 
mains intact ' 

Veronica, a former beauty queen 
took up acting when Ah quit the 
ring in 1981 

All, 43, has eight children from 
his three marriages 

Alarm for champ 

W ORLD Champion John McEn¬ 
roe admitted that he needs to 
shake himself up if he is to hang on¬ 
to the Wimbledon title he has held 
tor the last two years 

Unhappy McEnroe made his con¬ 
fession after he scraped into the 
third round by doing just enough to 
beat Nigerian Nduka The Duke 
Odizor 

Odizor sprang to fame two years 
ago by beating the then fourth seed 
Guillermo Vilas but is now ranked 
119th in the world 

But McEnroe confessed after his 
7-6,6-1,7-6 win I will not win the 
tournament if I carry on playing like 
that I got by but I just hope I wake 
up and feel better m the next few 
'"matches' 

4S 



encket-mad Monefy make* a moakey aut of the Wee's meti-onh rule 
a» abe piwldto ttabee her claim far p place In the $tde. She wa^s all $et ta 
pkif Jw lord BatlPa^iU to a charity match ogdtost idrd Tovemere- 
/ tm d^hMI the diictocttjf to wear the MCC’e red and gold tie. Sadly. 
Igth'nrn’J^tatdywden’t even asked tohat, 
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TRENr>-SEtTERS IN INDIAN SPORT 

RAMANATHAN KRISHNAN 


By P.N. Sundaresan 


On equal terms with 
the greats of his era 


Z LATOO Balakovik was a great 
exponent of western music with 
his violin and a great humanist in 
his own right A friend of India he 
was a frequent visitor with his wife 
to this country till a decade back 
and had cultivated a number of 
friends 

Balakovik was also deeply inter* 
ested in sports, of which tennis was 
close to his heart Seeing Rama- 
nathan Kirshnan on the television, 
he was taken by his 'touch and 
developed an admiration for him 
During one of his trips he expressed 
to a friend in Bombay, his desire to 
see Krishnan play Fortunately for 
him, Krishnan was to play the final 
of the Western India Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship the same evening Balako¬ 
vik was taken by his friend to 
witness the match 

Recounting the scene to me 
sometime back the friend, said It 
was really a sight to see Balakovik 
en)oy the tennis of Krishnan He 
was so excited that he could hardly 
hold on to his seat and enjoyed 
every move every stroke of Krish¬ 
nan with abandon Balakovik was 
totally lost in Krishnan $ artistry 
After the game, when I introduced 
the two maestros to each other 
Balakovik caught hold of Krishnan s 
hands and broke out it is really a 
great day in my life meeting the 
greatest touch artist in tennis 

This narration brings out the 
essence of Krishnan s tennis and 
the influence it had on one and all, 
stirring them to the very depths 
Watching the arts and graces of the 
game from the mighty, flaming 
racket of Krishnan the Westerners 
were reminded of Eastern sorcery 
and mystique irrespective of 
whether he won or lost 

Krishnan s predecessors in 
Indian tennis like Ghaus Moham¬ 
med, who had reached the quarter¬ 
final stage in the Wimbledon cham¬ 
pionship, did show occassional 
touch of brilliance but none of them 
rose to the heights to which 
Krishnan did and influenced the 
game as he did 

Knshnan really lifted his game 
with a professional approach in 
contrast to the happy go luckV 



Ramanathan Krishnan lifted 
his game with a professional 
approach 


manner of an amateur and at the 
same time providing a fresh dimen 
Sion to It with his exquisite artistry 

One critic commented. It was 
good to see a real touch player in 
command in a field where brawn, 
service and volley power holds so 
much sway ' While a great crick¬ 
eter or hockey player however, 
individualistic, is a member of a 
team whose success also enhan¬ 
ced his reputation, Krishnan was 
involved in a sport where the 
individual player alone mattered, so 
much so the fact that he did not win 
the Wimbledon or like competi 
tions, IS apt to cloud the Indian's 
judgement while assessing his real 
calibre 

Initially, like any other Indian boy 
Krishnan was attracted to cricket 
but the judgement and foresight of 
his father. T.K Ramanathan, him¬ 
self a no mean tennis player, turned 
his attention to tennis 

Shifting the family from Tenkasi, 
down south, to Madras, father and 
son worked together very hard to 
ensure the devwopment of the later 
in the game Kpshnan's gifts soon 
began to surface and strengthen 
his gante, under the watchful eye df 
his father Frdm many local 
triumphs Krishnan moved to the 
national scene, yvinnlng the »^^>r 


national title at Calcigta in 1950 as 
a slip of a boy of 13 years 

Time relentlessly rolled on The 
boy blossomed quickly into a 
champion player and won laurels in 
every country he played, embellish¬ 
ing the game with his artistry, 
which was almost akin to the 
magic of Ranji in cricket and Dhyan 
Chand in hockey He became a 
favourite at Wimbledon the mecca 
of the tennis world, winning the 
hearts of everyone, rival players 
and spectators by the subtle qua¬ 
lity of his tennis 

The Krishnan era, starting in 
1950 lasted 25 years, during which 
he was ranked among the world's 
best ten on five occasions third in 
1959, tenth in 1960, sixth in 1961, 
eighth in 1962 and ninth in 1965 
The jjeak was reached between 
1959, when he won the Asian title 
for the first time beating Barry 
Mackay, and 1962 


Krishnan is the first Indian to win 
the Queens Club Tournament, an 
important prelude or pace-setter to 
the Wimbledon Championship, in 
1959, defeating Alex Olmedo and 
Neale Fraser in the last two rounds, 
Knshnan got another first for India 
in 1960 reaching the semi-final at 
Wimbledon, defeating Ayala of 
Chile, and then lost to Fraser, the ul-'" 
timate champion 


Krishnan rejieated the act in the 
following season, beating Roy 
Emerson m the quarter-final and 
then lost to Rod Laver, who went 
on to win the championship Krish¬ 
nan, 25-years-old then and at the 
peak of his form, reached Wimble¬ 
don in 1962 with great hopes as he 
was seeded number four But cruel 
fate knocked him out of the compe¬ 
tition when he sprained an ankle in 
an early round and limped out of the 
court 

An estimation of Knshnan's 
game by leading critics during 
these peak years is wor^ recalling 
as they bnng out clearly Its super¬ 
fine quality His mstch against 
Ayala in 1960 was a "battle of 
subtle moves countered by bven 
more cunning maaf urea i|ng Kriah^ 
nan turned out to be ttie cl«vaa»r 
tactician. The pecked c#^“‘ ^ ’ 









board tennis," ‘ 

Krishnan himsetf considers his ■■ 
match against Emerson in 1961 as 
his best* at Wimbledon, when he 
won In a matter of 55 minutes. 

"Emerson found himself unable ' 
to assert his routine," the London 
Times critic wrote, against the 
many-sided subtle strokeplay of 
Krishnan. Here was some form of 
Eastern magic beyond the Austra¬ 
lian's understanding. Krishnan, full 
of the most delicate imaginative 
angles and glorious stop-volleys, 
achieved by a gentle^tum of the 
wrist had a confident answer to 
every situation. Unhurried, inscru¬ 
table and persuasive, he obliterated 
the brittle game of a player who 
could understand only pace. But 
pace was the last.thing offered and, 
the more Emerson tried to answer 
the soft ball with speed, the more 
lost he was." 

The same critic marked Krish- 
nan's earlier victory over Palafox 
thus; "Krishnan had too many 



angles, too much skill and too many 
delicate persuasive stop-volleys for 
Palafox as the Indian moved on 
court, inscrutable, almost in tiptoe. 
His game, indeed, is something of a 
whisper and fasekiating for that ' 

Critics raved when Krishnan beat 
Faser in the Queens Club final of 
1959. Tony Mottram, former Bri¬ 
tish champion wrote; "Krishnan al¬ 
ways gives the appearance of wan¬ 
dering leisurely around the court 
rather than being hurried under 
pressure, and he has a well deve¬ 
loped anticipation, a strong wrist 
and keen eye. These qualities were 
much in evidence and Fraser's fast, 
viiously spinning left-handed ser¬ 
vice was handled in masterly fas¬ 
hion. 

It was Krishnan's control of the 
return of service and passing shot, 
both played in the modern style 
with a lifted top-spin stroke, that 
put the net-rushing Fraser in trou¬ 
ble. Even when there seemed signs 
of Fraser's recovery Krishnan re¬ 
sponded with a superb coup which, 
to the spectators unfamiliar with 
his uncanny sense of positional 
plSy. might well have been thought 
a run of colossal luck." 

Analysing these critical apprai- 
. sals, the Statesman of Calcutta 
wrote: ‘There is something about 
Krishnan that lends lyrical wings to 
the prose Of the tennis scribes, 
m^ elbow grease. 

For ail thaattisticaily exciting dis¬ 
plays he gaVb.ind his victories^ver 

avefy leadirig- ^avfw'.of his d^s 
A'lbat - KrlahtiFn^,*^^ wm the 




The greats meet... Sunil Gavaskar takes pleasure In greeting 
Ramanathan Krishnan 


Another leading critic underlined 
the reason for this: "He is an undis¬ 
puted master of touch tennis, and a 
wizard at the art of disguising a 
shot. But the instinct to kill - so 
vitally necessary - does not seem 
to be there. If he could develop this 
instinct..." 

Or, was it that Krishnan's soaring 
spirit exploring newer realms of 
artistry, ignored or worked against 
the development of the killer in¬ 
stinct. 

The octogenarian double interna¬ 
tional, in tennis and cricket C. 
Ramaswami once toltj me, "Krish¬ 
nan was our greatest player in 
tennis. There were, and even now, 
there are very few players so per¬ 
fect in their strokeplay on both 
flanks like him. If only he had deve¬ 
loped the canon ball service I am 
sure, in the 1960s, he would have 
easily won the Wimbledon title." 

"Krishnan has brought glory to 
India in the most strerKHJS branch 
of world sport" commented K.S. 
Narasimhan, the Madres journalist 
vyho was close to tennis artd knew 
Krishnan as a toddler." Krishnan 
crowns the latest brand of modern 
tennis, the power game, with con¬ 
summate skiiland supetb control." 

Another telling aspect of Krish- 
rian's tennis was his perfect con- 
{kict on an off the court "He is 

f reat as a winner, greater as a loser. 

here is not the slightest trace of 
emotion when he atrides Into a 
court for ftinatch. 

Even when he has, ia wortd tsham' 
ptpjn in he .is uiipertufbed. 


He has the stillness of the panthi^ 
with the suddenness of its spring. 

To quote K.S.N. on this aspeot, 
"One characteristic that has en¬ 
deared Krishnan to one and ail, 
everywhere in the world, is his ex¬ 
cellent behaviour on the court. This 
earned him the unique distinction 
of being the first Indian to win the 
Seabri^t trophy, awarded in 
America for the best sportsman on 
the tennis court. 

The lesson, which tennis esthU'- 
siasts must learn from their idol are 
not so much the manner he makes 
hi$ strokes as much as the exem¬ 
plary court manners he exhibits. 

The crowning aspect of Krish¬ 
nan's tennis was his sense of 
patriotism which governed his ac¬ 
tions on and off the field. Playing for 
the country or representing it he 
considered as his foremost duty, 
and no lure of the lucre could wean 
him away from it. He was always 
insistent that a player should do, 
nothing on the court or off it, which 
would lower the prestige of his 
country. 

The first Indian arid Asian, to 
achieva many distinctiona in inter¬ 
national tennis, where he moved on 
equal terms with the greats of his 
era, winning the Helms trophy for 
outstanding achievement the first 
Indian to win the Seabright trophy 
for impeccable manners on court a 
i^triot to the core, Krishnan was an 
mspiration to tennis aspirants in hie 
paying days and continues to be so 
aventMlay. , , 


Kapii, Azhar 
in World XI 


T HF English nidqazme TheCnck 
oter has revealed that the MCC s 
bi centennary celebrations in 1987 
will be marked by a hve day match 
contested by 22 of the best crick 
eters m the world 

An MCC World XI comprising 
players engaged tn county cricket 
willpla\ a team from the Rest of The 
World 

The Cricketeis editor the very 
knowledgeable Christopher Martin 
Jenkins has suggested the following 
tearr s might do bottle 

MCC World Counties Gordon 
Greenidge Graham Gooch Viv Ri 
chards Alvin Kallicharan Javed 
Mtandad Ian Botham or Imran 
khan Malcolrri Marshall Richard 
Hadlee A'an Knott Phil Edmonds 
JoeIGsrner 

Rest u* The World Jimmy Cook 
(South Africa) Kepler Wessels Mo 
hammed Azharuddm Martin Crowe 
or Larry Gomes Grame Pollock 
(^outh Africa) Allan Border Jeff Du 
ton Kapil Dei Geoff Lawson Mi 
I hael Holding Ahdul Qadir 




EE<LV 


T AKING thg cue the magazine 
Aujrahan Cricket has volun 
teered Its own teams for the tie 

MCC Gordon Greenidge Graham 
Gooch Mike Getting Viv Richards 
Allan Lamb Richard Hadlee Paul 
Downton John Emburey Malcolm 
Marshall Joe! Garner Phil Ed 
monds 

Rest of The World Ran 'shastn 
Kepler John Retd Mo 

hammed Azharuddm Allan Border 
Jeff Dujon Simon 0 Donne! Graig 
McDermott Geoff Lawson Abdul 
Qadir Laxman Sivararnakrishnan 

Steve ftixon- 
*familv comes first* 


S TEVE Rixon one player isho 
missed the Ashes tour by sign 
mg to play to play in bouth Africa 
said his decision was m idi foi his 
family I expected things to won 
our the wa^ they did unfnnunamly 
but n was a decision for the Rixon 
family he said 

Rixon said he would be quite 
happy to play with his Sydney dub 
side Sutherland in the event of tht 
South African rebels being banned 
from first class circket in Australia 


He refused to comment however^ 
when asked what he thought of the 
four players - Drrk Welham Wayme 
Phillips Murray Bennett and 
Graeme Wood - who pulled out of 
the South African tour 


boycott has his 
pockets full! 


G eoffrey Boycott is m the re 
cord books - again England's 
most prolific rvngetter will pocket 
around €175 000 f'om his testr- 
monial year That easily beats the 
€178 000 which Lancashire s Jack 
Simmons collected five years ago 

And wuh the €20000 Boycott 
collected from his first testimonial 
back m 1974 the controversial 
opener will have been dose on 
f200000 by the Yorkshire fans 
who worship him 

The final figure has not yet been 
lotted up But Peter Bnggs a York 
shire member and a close fnend of 
Bovcott said The money is still 
coming in No one will he surprised 
if the figure is in excess of 
t 150000 

Which IS probably why Boycott 
does not mgret being dropped by 
the El qhsh selectois lor the Ashes 
seats He is quite content doing 
uuty fur Yorks! ire 









Boycott...quite content doing duty 
for Yorkshire 

A big kiss 
for Botham! 

I f Graham Gooch and Ian Botham 
keep up their early season form 
the England, exiles could give Aus 
traha a real hammering in the re 
amining three Tests 

Gooch smashed a century off 6 7 
balls when he made 202 against 
Notts He hit 32 fours and two sixes 
in making almost two thirds of Es 
sex s 29/ for five declared 

Botham hammered 112 against 
Glamorgan Then when he was field 
ing, a kissogram girl, dressed m a 


sexy baick cort^et, suspenders and 
stockings, jumbed over the boun 
dary to give the Somerset aHrounder 
a big kiss 

ft was organised by Bothams 
manager Tim Hudson as a reward 
for scaring a century m 76 minutes 
the previous day 

Botham meanwhile is to help 
launch a new range of clothes de 
scribed by the manufatures as a 
classic concept that will incorporate 
the public sc hoolboy look 

fan Botham ’ A public school 
boy 7 



900 miles on foot 
for a noble cause 

T hat man Botham again. The 
most charismatic cricketer in the 
world will defy pain to walk the 900 
miles from John O’Groats to Lands 
End to raise £100,000 for chanty. 



Graham Gooch...back with vengea¬ 
nce __ 


Jan Botham.,.“Nothlng will stop 
me...not even blood pouring from 
my shoes" 

after the current season ends 

the Soirie'set and England all- 
rounder plans to walk 30 miles a 
day tor the 30 days of November th 
IS year for the Leukaemia Research 
Fund And he said Nothing will 
Slop me not even blood pour¬ 
ing from by shoes 

Those who know Botham s cour¬ 
age and determination wouldn t 
argue There is no more deter 
mined person than me he said 
almost by way of confirmation If / 
say something then / // do it And III 
walk the length of Great Britain to 
help others 

Botham became particularly intei 
ested in Leuxaemia Research when 
he visited a young boy in hospital 
some years ago 




















The star tells 


It c ROM fine leg or Bay 13, D.K.L. 

r was poetry in motion - a 
magnificent sight to behold. But as 
an opponent at 22 yards they didn't 
come any meaner - he ^ad hate in 
his eyes. It was a truly intimidating 
sight to see Dennis turn at the head 
of his bowling mark and begin to 
charge in towards you." 

Max Walker's tribute to Dennis 
Lillee in his forewrod in the latter's 
book 'Over and Out!' is not an exag¬ 
geration. Dennis Lillee was (or is 
very close to being) the greatest 
fast bowler of alltime. 

His imposing Test record, his 
performances in the Packer Series 
plus the opinion of most of the 
leading batsmen of his time would' 
entitle him a place very near the top 
of any all-time great list. 

But this said, it has also to be 
accepted that Lillee was way down 
in the list of all-time great ‘crick¬ 
eters' in the absolute sense of the 
word. He had a penchant for get¬ 
ting into unsavoury controversies 
ana imborglios. 

He was short tempered, egoistic 
and spoilt. 

But he was a star. He had char¬ 
isma and what is euphemistically 
termed 'personality', the hero of 
millions of young Australians. And 
one of the benefits that modern 
sporting heores reap is the quick 
through an autobiography or me¬ 
moirs. 

'Over and Out!' (published by 
Methuen Australia Pty Ltd, pp 194. 


Membejicflfe 




price Rs. 135, is one more such 
hastily-produced book in the genre 
of Idols' (by Sunil Gavaskar) 
"Heroes and Contemporaries (by 
David Govir) etc. 

Written almost immediately after 
his retirement, Dennis Lillee now 
reminisces about his last season in 
cricket, his brushes with the Aus¬ 
tralian Cricket Board, his strained 
relationship with Kim Hughes, his 
antagonism with the press and 
sundry chapters on his choice of 
best batsman, the fast bowlers, his 
all-time great Australian team and 
one special chapter on his special 
mate Rod Marsh 

It is a little unfortunate that if the 
book is worth reading it is because 
Lillee's views on relatively trifling 
matters like his friendship with 
Marsh or his choice of fast bowlers 
who matter etc. 

There is very little .substance in 
what one would normally expect in 
an autobiography of the best fast 
bowler of all time. 

What makes him click? How did 
he take to cricket? How did he 
develop his considerable skills? 

How far is the bouncer justified at 
tailenders? There are some of the 
questions which surely any student 
of the game would have liked Lillee 
to answer 

But like he has done throughout 
his cricketing life, Lillee thrives 
again on controversy in his book. 
And then what do we get? A defen¬ 
sive, cribbing Lillee trying to lustify 


« 

OVER AND OUT! 



everything - from kicking Mian- 
dad's bottom to explaining the 
benefits of using an-aluminium bat 
to denouncing Kim Hughes, 

His tirade against Hughes in fact 
seems unjustified. The tone in 
which he discusses Hughes is 
mocking. It is obvious that Lillee 
(and some of the other Packerites) 
could never reconcile themselves 
to the fact that a man who had 
snubbed Kerry Packer would one 
day bg leading them and Australia. 
His arguments against Hughes are 
both contrived<and unconvincing. 

And then there are some factual 
errors, the most glaring being the 
one about Sunil Gavaskar's runs at 
home and away which have been 
already highlighted by some dis¬ 
cerning readers in the Mailbag 
column of this magazine. 

Having said all that, one must 
admit that Lillee (and/or) his ghost 
has written the book in a racy, 
engrossing style. It may lack sub¬ 
stance but 'Over and Out!' is cer¬ 
tainly readable. As readable as a 
thriller where the demarcation bet¬ 
ween fact and fiction is shrouded in 




Success beyond 
expectations 


T he Cricket Writers Club was 
established in 1947 during the 
first Test match between England 
and South Africa at Nottingham. A 
decade later the club compiled its 
first book of Cricket Heroes, which 
was a success beyond expecta¬ 
tions 

HI 

V It IS surprising, .therefore, that it 
f f took them another 25 years to offer 
3 second collection of essays on 
heroes of the best game of them all. 

Nevertheless one has to be 
thankful that such a book has been 
produced at all in these days of 
'i instant biographies and vvhat not. 
i': The choice of writers is good. And 
the subjects' chosen tty . thesja 
writers could not have been betjfbfv 


Tate, John Thicknesse on Denis 
Compton, David Frith on Ray Lind¬ 
wall and Neil Harvey, Frank Keating 
on Tom Graveney, Chris Martin- 
Jenkind on the late Ken Barrington, 
Paul Weaver on Dennis Lillee, Picky 
Rutnagur on Sunil Gavaskar and 
Tony Cozier on Gary Sobers (who 
else). All masterly essay's.on the 
masters of the sport, both old and 
modern. 

A compulsive buy for addicts, 
who believe that cricket and litera¬ 
ture go hand in hand. 

(Cricket Heroes edited by Diivid 
Lemmon, pp 1 60. price. Rs. ,t 57/-) ’ 

(Both books : are ayatial;|)e .fff 
Marine Sports,. GokHafp;Rdip 


S We have john Ariqtt pn.jMaurkiik 









Teach waterpolo to women ahd 


Your hair turns grey! 


- ##«*• EACH water 

£ a I polo to the 

women and have 

grey ” 

This is a popular tho 
.ugh cynical joke with 

-'American waterpolo 

Only the other day at the Delhi 
Asiad, Mitra led the Indian men's 
team. Then he was induced into 
take up a coaching assignment and 
now, he finds himself training the 
Indian waterpolo women's team th¬ 
at may take part in the qualifying 
tournament for the world cham¬ 
pionships. This tournament will be 
held in France in July while the 
worlds will be held in Madrid next 
year. 

Mitra is sad that there has been 
criticism about the women players 
being below standards and that th¬ 
ey should not have ^entered the 
Indian .team in the tournament. "In 
any other country all would have 
been egging their players on. In our 
country we do not encourage ta¬ 
lented people 

Mitra feels Indian women are at 
least among tho top four in the 
Asian level. Our players have big 
palms and it is easier for them to 


grasp the ball. Not so with players 
,of other countries, also in speed 
Mitra feels Indian women are shap¬ 
ing well; "they only need to be 
stronger," said Mitra who gave the 
finishing touches to the team at the 
MGMO pool. 

It was unfortunate that Anita 
Sood and Bula Chaudhury, the two 
fast swimmers could not make it to 
the team. They feel it will affect th¬ 
eir swimming. In fact coach Eric 
Arnold told Bula not to go for wa¬ 
terpolo. Arnold is training the 
Indian probables for the Pan Pacific 
Games at Tokyo in New Delhi. 


A record of sorts wiK be set for 
the team will be going Without hav- 
ing had any competitive pl«y. For 
there was not been avyaterpoioftao 
tional so far only the exhibition 
game at the fag etid of the lest Ni^ 
tionais. 


Some Bombay girts and Bengal 
girls have had a taste of it and many 
Indian probables at the Asiad ttlso 
had a feel of waterpolo when 
Jhonke the East German Coach 
made them play waterpolo only to 
relieve the tedium of normal train¬ 
ing. 


With Anita, Bula, Perris Madan 
and lla Paul around India's tearn 
would have had a better look than it 
has now. But still the team is not 
lacking in enthusiasm and will try 
its hardest. 

The government gave the go 
ahead for team by clearing the th¬ 
ree coaching camps which cost 
them a packet. Now the only hitch, 
if at all, is that the chosen players 
must pass the physical fitness 
tests. These tests were taken, at the 
second camp and the timings were 
checked. The results are awaited. 
After that India will make its bow in 
international waterpolp. 


So waterpolo is not ail that new 
to our women players. What will 
count is their adaptation to tbs'new 
setting and how they cope With in¬ 
ternational competition. 


With women's waterpolo to be 
included in the Seoul Asiad, (Htr wo¬ 
men players must thank their stars 
that they are getting international 
experience so soon. And while thw 
are about it one hopes the sport will 
be spared the controversies espe-. 
cially the one of the misbehaviour 
of an official with one of the prt^- 
bles, Alpana Adhikari. 

SW Correspondeni 







ASIAN SNCKIKER CHAMPIONSHIP 


■ ■ ■■ ' ■ ■ . . .— ^ 

Focus on youth 


W ITH TWO ASIAN SNOOKER 
championships behind them 
what IS the progress report of the 
snooker and billiard in Asia When 
posed this question, Mr Maurice 
Kerr president Asian Snooker and 
Billiards Council, said things were 
rosy He said. We held the first 
Asians tournament in Bangkok and 
inside a year we had an Asian as a 
world champion, Om Agrawal Now 
this Asian at Singapore has fo¬ 
cussed on young talent which I am 
sure will bloom 

Mr Kerr, hails from Thailand 
where the game of snooker is a sell 
out Mr Opas, secretary of the Thai 
federation said Bangkok alone 
boasts of about 2 000 tables and 
Thailand could well have twenty th 
ousnad 

However in contrast, billiards is 
not popular at all They call it 'th¬ 
ree ball but ttjey do not have time 
for It But they evinced keen inter¬ 
est when the world s second 
ranked amateur. Subash Agrawal, 
played for a few hours at the Royal 
Bangkok Sports Club The connois¬ 


seurs of the game were held spell¬ 
bound by the fast play of Agrawal 
who, in July seeks to topple the 
world champion and compatriot, 
Michael Ferreira from his pedestal 
in The Worlds which will be held at 
the Tai, New Delhi 

Subash )ust as fast at billiards as 
brother Om is at snooker, was paid 
this compliment by many Billiards 
sorely needs fast players like you 

Mr Kerr said the Asian council 
had discussed the staging of the 
First Asian Billiards Championship 

Billiards may take the place of 
pride m India but elsewhere people 
want to see snooker and nothing 
else The Asian body hopes to rope 
in more members Already there is 
a request by the All China Sports 
Federation seeking help to popular 
ise snooker there Some tables are 
being imported by China and even 
Burma has evinced interest in join 
mg the Asian body 

When told that just organising 
one Asian tournament per year 
would hardly hel need for more 


tournaments Especially what our 
Asian players need is interectioh 
with the top professionals This can 
be possible only by having Pro Am 
tournaments 

Camus, the sponsors of the re¬ 
cent Singapore 4^sian$, have been 
regularly holding Pro Am tourna¬ 
ments involving top professionals 
and local amateurs, in Hong Kong, 
Bangkok and Singapore The re¬ 
sults are evident from the pro- 
gresss their players made at the 
cost of Indians and Pakistanis at 
the Asians Thailand had the first 
Asian champion Sakchai, and 
Hong Kong the second, Gary Kwok 

India has been lagging behind 
Girish Parikh took the lead in organ¬ 
ising tournaments in Bombay 
some time ago but his subsequent 
efforts have not been successful 
because of our foreign exchange 
constraints and the schedule of the 
professionals A Pro Am tourna 
ment is a distant dream for us And 
It IS a wonder that we still get our 
Sawants and Agrawals and Sethis 


SW C ofrcspondcnt 
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ARIES 


Never mmcl if you feel a wee bit 
low, beat to flo all out in practice 
sessions, specielly on and after the 
11 th Those interested in chess, 
soccer, and specially in deep de¬ 
fence, squash, and that's a game of 
speed as well as stamina, do well 
Tnps and ties and probably a visit 
to hospitals and clinics for Arians 


I TAURUS { 

Try for a change the Jai-alat 
(pelota), the super fast bail game in 
a three walled-court Alternatively 
the weights in a heave-ho, wres¬ 
tling, horseshoe, pitching, the 
horseshoes, obviously, are special¬ 
ly made for it Entertain in style dear 
Taureans and never you mmd the 
expenses It will all come back' 
Understood? 



In your birth-month better get to 
peak-level efficiency, as, it will be 
easier to do so Fencing is senously 
suggested, as, you folks have skill 
and speed, more than brute 
strength Just see you do not slip 
on the piste, the fencing area, that 
IS Diving and swimming are the 
other outlets In your work area, put 
in extra effort please 


^ CANCER 

Now or never it seemsi This 
applies very specially to athletes 
and those interested in Aikido, in 
which not counter force but getting 
the defender to have the attacker 
off-balance, is the principle Jour¬ 
neys, tnps ties complete the other 
goodies for you News from a dis 
tant land is probable 


Yes, It is Karate for you. as of now 
at teastl Also, there-ethe possibility 
of a nasty fall, an VJlny, so cw is 
(h«‘jMatehwoiti RhohHnton is an- 
euggastiort, ahd hsfe you ars 
to hohe bp On the serve 
Miniriltt‘'iiini1nlnln[T to loans and 


STAR 

TRACK 


funds will be crucial A religious 
ceremony is foretold a la Ganeshal 



Team events, please now! Say, 
cricket, soccer and the doubles in 
tennis and table tennis Read same 
in real life In other words, solicit 
goodwill and co operation of 
others, rather than go it alone all 
the way That way, you will succeed 
bettei, sail faster Expect stiff com 
peition in life and sports 



Korfball and basketball is the pre¬ 
scription this week Try it Good for 
balance and grace too, and both are 
Libran characteristics' Team hand¬ 
ball IS certainly a fast game and that 
should go well with you On your 
job or in your profession, be a team 
man now Good advice, believe me, 
or, you will fall out with colleagues 
and the big boss 


SCORPIO 

Speedball which fuses soccer 
and basketball, was meant just for 
you children of fiery and funous 
Mars In speedball, you can kick, 
throw and catch the ball Got it? 
Also entertain in style Hobby and 
romance are highlighted Shortly, it 
willbepurney time 


SACnTAKUl 

Billiards and rounders go ,welt 
together! Rounders will not only im- 


By B$lain Darnwallla 


prove your running around the 
posts, but also improve ybur strik¬ 
ing power The other sport I reftbm- 
mend is the spnnt 100 mt. 200 
mt Renovation, decoration, housa- 
warming, and a home away from 
home are the possibilities awaiting 
you this week 


A 


CAPRICORN 


Roller hockey, obviously it is 
played on roller skates, would be 
ideal, this week Also, canoe slalom, 
a sport testing ability to negotiate a 
canoe and kayak Great fun too' 
This IS a newsy week Calls, inter¬ 
views, appointments, have your ur¬ 
gent attention In life and sports 
play It fast and subtle 


Ms 


A^ARllS 


Cross-country racing, covering a 
minimum of 10 km and a maxi¬ 
mum of 50 km but that might be 
too much rams, would be advisable 
The other suggestion would be 
Luge tobogganing, where four runs 
are made down a course Pairs 
event will prove better for you 
Family and finance are spotlighted 
for all Aquanans 




Pigeon racing, and here though 
all birds start from a single point 
but fmtsh in their own loft, would be 
ideal. Also greyhound racing, as the 
moon's last quarter is in your sign 
Show jumping should also go nice¬ 
ly with youl Personal affairs are 
strongly slanted for ait Pisceans 
Soon, It will be journey time, and, 
creative impulses will dominate 


SPORTING SAM ...... by Reg Wootton 














Rain, the spoilsport 


T he low level of Bombay's Maha- 
laxmi Race Course and stable 
area, which are over a 100 years 
old, have been found to be disad¬ 
vantageous only recently when it 
has been flooded with sewage and 
rain water. 

Last November the flooding of 
the stable area with sewage water 
caused a considerable financial 
loss to the Royal Western India Turf 
Club and much inconvenience to 
all, concerned with racing. Earlypart 
of the Bombay meeting was con¬ 
ducted in Pune which resulted in 
smaller collections to the club, who 
also had to incur considerable ex¬ 
pense to drain out the sewage and 
clean the stables so that they were 
made fit for occupation. 

The torrential heavy rain in Bom¬ 
bay has almost affected the club 
adversely. The weighing room and 
a good part of the first enclosure 
was under about three feet of water 
and the stable area, which is below 
sea level anyway, was also flooded. 

As a result, of course betting 
operations on the Bangalore sum¬ 
mer meeting, which is the most 
popular of the several intervenue 
betting operations held in Bombay 
and Pune, had to be Suspended and 
It is more than likely that the su¬ 
spension will continue till the mid¬ 
dle of July as a major cleaning oper¬ 
ation has to be undertaken. Thus, 
the club will lose the revenue which 
is obtained from the of course bet¬ 
ting transactions and they will also 
have to pay heavily for the cleaning 
operations, which, of course, will be 
hampered if there is more heavy 
rain. 

There is one good result of this 
unfortunate situation. Taking care 
of the rat holes in the track is both ' 
time and money consuming. This 
should be less of a problem when 
the Bombay meeting will start next 
November because hundreds of 
rats were drowned in the floodsi 

There is a modicum of discontent 
in the higher echelons of the 
RWITC and there are likely to be 
some changes made. That is .so be¬ 
cause the factionalism, which has 
been the bane of the committM, 
has seeped into ttie administration, 
this comes from honoraiY officials 
openly giving preferential tr«rt- ’ 


ment to pet officials. 

Power is all. Bangalore's races 
which were scheduled for last Sa¬ 
turday had to be postponed appar¬ 
ently because of the rivalry in the 
leadership of the Union of the 
Syces in the employ of the trainers. 
The leadership has changed but the 
new set up took the view that the 
trainers were still dealing with the 
old leader and not with the new one 
who happens to be an M.L.A. so, on 
Saturday morning, they set up bar¬ 
riers and refused to let the trainers 
enter their stables. The Syces, th¬ 
emselves. neither fed nor watered 
the animats. 

Through the good offices of the 
Bangalore Turf Club the dispute 
was resolved on the giving of an 
undertaking that only the new lea¬ 
dership would be recognised. How¬ 
ever, it was too late to allow the ani¬ 
mals vvho were down to run that 
day enough time to digest their 
feed and so the races were post¬ 
poned till the following Wednes¬ 
day. Fortunately, there is no racing 
at any other centre at the moment 
and any day of the week is available 
to the Bangalore authorities. The 
pity, of course, is that so small an 
issue which could have been ami¬ 
cably resolved across the table had 
caused the posponement of a race 
day and much inconvenience to 
everybody interested in racing. 

The talking point in Bangalore is 
the absence of the spectacular suc¬ 
cess which has attended trainer 
R.R. Byramji, who has the biggest 
string in the country, it^ recent 
years. With more than half the sea¬ 
son over he has sent out only six 
winners, while Zareer Darashah, 
who presently heads the table, has 
had 13 wins. What is surprising is 
that Byramji runners, which have 
been considered as virtual certain¬ 
ties and have been supported ac¬ 
cordingly have been conspicuous 
failures. Has he lost the gift of the 
midas touch? 

The latest odds-on Byramji fai¬ 
lure was Artaius in the 1,600 
metres Royal Calcutta Turf Club 
Cup. This Bangalore ZOOQ Guineas 
winner was backed down td odds- 
on favouritism while the second fa^ 
yourite in the aight-hone natd was 
at fives. Aitaioa wais beaten by two 
lengths by Bekrtont, vyhoi yiraa Jtisr 


three kilos lower .than him in the 
scale. Perhaps, it is some consola¬ 
tion to know that Belmont's victory 
was made possjbly by Marco Polo. 
Belmont is slow to warm up and he 
is at his best when the pece is fast. 
Marco Polo, in trying to rUrt the op¬ 
position of their feet, set a fast pace 
and Belmont came from last posi¬ 
tion at the top of the straight to 
stretch out to victory in the minute, 
39.6 seconds with four-metre wide 
false rails up. All Bahadur shaped as 
an early winner when lumbering 
even later on the scene to be four 
lengths behind Artaius and three- 
quarter length in front of Marco 
Polo. 

The bookmakers ring is a pitfall 
for those who erowd it but do not 
bet there That somewhat contra¬ 
dictory statement is easily ex¬ 
plained The mafority of people m 
the betting ring are there to follow 
the betting trend and, if possible, 
ascertain which of the known big 
punters is backing what. The rea¬ 
son they do this is apparently be 
cause they have no opinions of 
their own and are guided by those 
whom they think to be knowled¬ 
geable. Thus, eventually move to 
the totalisator windows and lay th¬ 
eir bets on the horse which has at¬ 
tracted the most money in the ring. 
This is often suicidal 


There were two such glaring inci¬ 
dents in Bangalore. So much ipoh- 
cy flowed m for Shakeel iil the 
lower division of the Yelahank Plate 
that Camarerro, who was the ob¬ 


vious choice, went out in the bet¬ 
ting from 10 to 6 on to even- 
money. The ring watcher promptly 
pace his bet on Shakeel and rued 
the day. Shakeel was unplaced 
while Camarerro won easily by four 
lengths. The other incident, was in 
theupper division of the same race 
in which Pretty Pnnee selected 
himself. Money flowed in for Chief 
Negotiator yvho started as the. 
even-money favourite while Pretty 
Prince had drifted out. Wha^ was 
the result? Pretty Prince beat Chief 
Negotiator by a distance,. 
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UGOSLAV playerti IM Miso 
T Ce|)ato and Gm Pedrag Nikolic 
took the first two places and quati- 
tied for the World Inter-Zonal in the 
Zonal Tournament at Kavaia 
(Greece) of 15 players from Yugos¬ 
lavia, Malta, Greece, Albatvia and 
Turkey. 

Cebalo scored 11 and Nikolic 
9 V 2 ahead of GM Majanovic (Yu- 

e oslav Champion). IM Muco (Alb), 
V2; .gm VelimiroviC (Yug) 8; FM 
Borg (MLT) and GM Kurajica (Yug) 
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Nikolic-Sembris 

1.Nf3, d6 2.d4. Nf6 3.c4, dxc4 
4.e3, e6 5.Bxc4, c5 6.00, a6 7.a4, 
Nc6 8.Qe2, Be7 9.Rd1,00 10.Nc3, 
Qc7 11.h3, Bd7 12.d5, exdS 
13.Bxd5, Rad8 14.e4, Nb4 15.Bc4. 
Bc6 16.Rxd8, Rxd8? 17.NgS, BeB 
18.p5, Nfd5 19.e6l, f6 20.Nf7, Bxf7 
21.exf7ch, Kf8 22.Nxd5, Nxd5 
23.Bd2, Qe5 24.Qd3, Qh5 25.Re1, 
b5 26.axb5, axb6 27.Bxb5, Nc7 
28.Qe4, Qxf7 29.Bc4, f5 30.Qe3, 
OeB 31.Ba5. Rd4 3Z.Bxc7. Rxc4 
33.Qe6, Rd4 34.Qxf5ch, Kg8 
35.Qe6ch, Kf8 36.Be5, Rd7 
37. Re3, Rdich 38.Kh2, Qg6 

BRIDGE 


39.Qxg6, hxgB 40.Bxg7ch, Kkg? 
4t.Rxe7ch, 1-0. 

Queen's Gambit Accepted. 

7. a4) More usual is 7. Qe2. 

11.. .Bd7) MCO gives Lengeweg- 
Filip, Beverwijk 1966: 11 ...Rd8 
12.d5l, exd6 13.Bxd5, Nb4 14.e4. 
Nfxd5 IS.NxdS.NxdS te.exdSI. 

16.. .Rxd8?) Better may be 

16...Qxd8 keeping f7 protected. 

19.. .f6) If 19...Bxg5 20.Bxg5, Rd6 
(or 20...f6 21.e7, Rd7 22.Qe6ch; or 
21 ...Rd6 22.Bf4 wins) 21 .Bf4l, Nxf4 
22.exf7ch, Bxf7 23.Qe8 mate. 

21.. .Kf8) After 21...Kxf7 

22.Nxd5, NxdS 23.Qh5ch, Ks6 
24.Bf4!, Qxf4 25.Re 1 ch decides. 

23.. .Qe5) If 23...Nf4? 24.Qe4l, 
Rxd2 25.Qxh7 etc wins. 

25.. .b5) To deflect the Bishop, for 
after 25...Qxf7 26.Qxh7 threatens 
27.Qh8ch, Qg8 28.Qxg8ch, Kxg8 
29.Rxe7 winning a piece. 

25.. .Nb6 or Nf4 loses to the 
Queen sacrifice 26.Qxd8chl, Bxd8 
27.Rd8 mate; while 26...Nc7 would 
be met by 26.Qe4, Rd7 (or 26...Qe5 
27.Qxh7; or 26.. Bd6 27.Bf4l wins) 
27.Qxb7. 

30.. (3e8) 30...NdS 31.Qb3 puts 
an insoluble pin on the Knight. 

31.. .Rd4) If 31...Rd7 32.Bxc7, 
Rxc7 33.Qe6 and mates. 



41.fie7Ph) VlWts is twp" Pawns' 
ahead. 


Kuraiiea- SkjsIkPtae ; 

1 .d4. Nf6 2;Nt3> b5?f (PoBah 0^ 
fence) 3.e3, a6 4.c4, bxd4 6.Bxo4. 
e6 6.Nc3. Bb7 7.00, 

7...d5) 8.dSI. exdS 9,NxdS^ 
10.e4l. Nxd6 (10.,ifee4?.1f.Rel 
wins) II.BxdB, ce? (bptter 
11 .„Bxd5) 12.Bb3, d6 13.Bf4, c6 
14.Re1, Nc6 1 B.BdB, Qb6? 1 B.flea 
Rad8 17,Rb3, QaT IB.NjBI, NaB 
19.Qh5, BxgB 20.Rh31, Bh6 


21.6xh6, BxdB 22.8xg7f. Bxe4 
23.Bf6l. 1 -O (23...Bg6 24m6). 



By Jimmy Mehta 
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HIS crazy deal came up in a 
Bombay League match between 
Poysha's team and Tanksatis. 

In the closed room Poysha 
picked up 300 with the N/S cards 
defending agaisnt 3DX. It looked an 
optimum result but the Open Room 


had a surprise in short. 
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. j .^Qhstkres' had ^Jtwkvyard bid at 
h/St tom, His afetual choice of a 
t^e-out double might not have 
^^^p^vqrvbodv's cuo of tea. vet „ 


wno can quarrel with success^ 
Avinash led the HQ. By his meth¬ 
ods this promised a suit headed by 
either KQ or QJ9. Taking a royal 
haul Ohakras won the first trick 
with his ace and swiftly returned 
the club knave. - West won the 
trick with the queen and pressed on 
with the eight of hearts taken by 
dummy's ten. A low club from 
dummy brought in the club suit and 
declarer had an automatic end-play 



cashing his heart knave and exiting 
with a spade? Well yes, as the 
cards tie but this is hardly S plausi¬ 
ble defence at single dummy. More¬ 
over Avf's actual defence ensured 
defeat of the contract. In fact it had 
declarer nailed for two down. Have 
you. seen where a wheel came 
• apart? 

On, the second heart Rajesh 
should have discarded the club ace. 
That heart 8 was carrying a mSs- 


sage: ”1 am clearing my nearts oe- 
cause I hope to get rn My entry is in 
clubs. You know I started life vvith 
QJ9 etc. So the 8 is the lowest card 
I can afford." 

Even Rajesh, like Homer some¬ 
times nods! 

May bf Avi should have shouted 
his message. May be he should 
have cash^ the HJ and then led 
back the eight. This would also 
have taken care of partner having 
found an unblock with a doubleton 
king of hearts though with the ten 
spot in dummy, this would seem 
quite unlikely. Moreover Avi meant 
his actual play as a sort of wake-up 
signal - an odd-ball a la Reese if you 
know what I mean. 

After the jettison of the club Ace, 
the declarer has to go not one 
down but two, He can clear clubs 
and lose four hearts and two clubs 
or take a deep finesse in diamonds, 
unblock the spade ace and exit with 
the diamond deuce for a more con¬ 
tortions seven. tricks...Wouid you 
have found that spectacular dis¬ 
card in Rajesh’s shoes? Rejeeh is 
his own harshest critic but I can on¬ 
ly say that there btit for the grace of 
God go I... 

• ' M 
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Pen Friends Corner 


Arun K. Gadia ~ 24 
P-16, Bentinck Street 
4thfloor,AC Mansions 
Calcutta-700 001 
Music, travelling, penpals 
Harish Parikh -18 
41,Nirman Society 
Alkapun, 

Baroda-390 005 
Reading, penpals, photography 
S.K Bansai 
Krishi Seva Sadan 
Nogaja Road, 

Sinde Ki Chawani, 

Gwalior-474 001 
Dnving, music, badminton 
Kalloi Neogi -17 
529/3, RTS Railway colony 
Bllaspur-495 004 
Drawing, reading, penpals 
Sanjay-21 

H No 451, Sector-2 2A 
Chandigarh-160 022 
Correspondence music sketch 
ing 

Bharat N. Pandya -18 

‘Eastern Lodge'. 

St Francis Avenue, 

Santacruz 
Bombay-400 054 
Cricket chess, reading 
Harish Sharma 
26, Arya Nagar 
Ghaziabad-201 009 
Music, travelling, penpials 
Paul Bsrnad Christian - 26 
Marida-387,360. Nadia 
Gujarat 

Philately, reading, travelling 
N. SMer-28 

936/C, West Niwarganj, 1st 
floor. 

Near P & T Gate number - 4 
Jabalpur-482 002 
Soccer, cricket, music 
Sunil R. Tongay -18 
Mamta Ashish, Block No 2 
Dr Ambedkar Road, 

Dadar Naigaon, 

Bombay-400 014 
Electronics, chess, billiards 
Sushant Gaur - 20 

Gaur Cottage ’ Flat No 33 
Nandpuri street Hawa Sarak 
Jaipur-302 006 
Tennis, gift exchange, songs 


Ashim Das-18 

C/o N.B Das, 

RTS 1057/4 
Bitaspur'495 004 
Reading, drawing, penpals 
Subhra Ganguly - 20 
33/4 Jogipara Road, 

Dum Oum 
Calcutta'700 028 
Magazines, travelling 
Ms Janet Wong-17 
10, Sun Yat Sen Street 
Calcutta-12 
Music, songs, movies 
Ms Sangeeta Gogai -15 
Bungalow No-121 
Santipara, 

Digboi-786 171 
Music sightseeing 
Sri Ananta Sarma - 30 
Veda Vyaara Han Sankara Sarma 
Sivalayam 

K R Konduru-522 330 
Elocution and essay compete 
tions 

A'Neil Gaekwad - 23 

G-8, New Boys' Medical Hostel 
Behind New Civil Hospital, 

Majura Gate, 

Surat-395 001 
Pop music, sports, philosophy 
Waseem Ban -19 
Tayyab textiles, Kandda Falsa 
Rajasthan, Jodhpur-342 001 
Tennis, cricket 

Binoy Ranjan Mohapatra - 24 

Mangumath Udyan Near Amla 
Club 

Puri-752 001 
Cricket movies, music 
Ms Sharmila Chamoli -16 
Flat No 22, Alak Nanda 
Sodala, Ajmer Road, 

Jaipur-300 206 
Music, dancing, travelling 
Ms. Sumana Gowda - 20 
79-, K H Road (Double Road) 
Bangalore 560 027, 

Karnataka 

Reading, music, cooking 
Victor Maitra - 24 
69, Puma Mitra Place, 
Calcutta-700 033 
Cricket music, reading 
Rakesh Shahani -17 
CII/D.9CDDA flats. 


Janak Pun, 

New Oelhi-58 
Penpals, reading, philately 
Ms Nilofer Mu|eeb-18 
551,Churtwa1an 
Delhi-6 

Dancing, singing, swimming 
Ms Neeiu Chamoli -13 
Flat No 22 Alak Nanda, 

Sodala, New Sanganer Road, 
Jaipur-300 206 
Tennis, music, penpals 

SM.Syed Irfan-19 
105, Sultan Street 
S H Mansion . 

6hatkal-581 32Cf 
View cards, travelling, films 
Sunil Sata - 20 

Sata-Sadan' Gaushala, 
Jamnagar-361 002 
Sports, reading, dancing 
Manish Chamoli -11 
Flat No 22 Alak Nanda 
Sodala New Sanganer 
Jaipur-300 206 
Cricket correspondence 

Zoher Hasan-17 

C/o A A Amin, P Box 345 
GandhiSaug 
Nagpur-440 002 
Badminton T T, com collection 
Rajan Babu-25 
A1 Naeem T rading Est, 

P B No 5609 
Manama, Baharain 
Cricket penpals 

Vishnu Bishnoi-17 
VPO Asa Khera, 

Dabwali. Sirsa, 

Haryana-125 103 
Cricket music, penpals 

I A. Zafar-19 
22 Khan Manzii, 

2/36, Dimtimkar Road, Nagpada, 
Bombay-400 008 
Music, Reading (Preference 
same age group) 

Thakkar Ashok Ohirajial -16 
1/14, Tulsi bldg 11th Khetwadi 
Road, 

Bombay-400 004 
Music, philately, cricket (Prefer¬ 
ence overseas penpals) 


1 Which IS the longest regular 
race for yachts? 

2 Where is the worlds largest 
marina for yachts? 

3 What IS the exponent of Sumo 
wrestling called? 

4 What are the three basic 




powerlifts in powerlifting? 

5 Where were the 1952 World 
Volleyball Championships 
held? 


Willis taken against India? 

8 Which county won the English 
County Championship in 
1973? 


6 How many catches has Clive 9 In which year was the m«ns 
Lloyd held in his cncketing doubles event first introduced 

career? in the Wimbledon? 


7 How many wickets has Bob 10 How many men participated in 


the inegural Wimbledon Ten¬ 
nis Championship in 1877? 

11 Who was the first Amencan to 
win the Wimbledon and in 
which year? 
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ACROSS 

1 While one - gave us a run for 
our money, the other failed to 
produce the runs he was ex¬ 
pected to do for India (6) 

5 Four-letter word the Indian 
cncket captain has traditionally 
used(4) 


6 Bombay suburb represented by 
Sekhar at two-third pace? <4) 

7 SenatorplayerofSpam? i7) 

9 Oownton is the first - to keep 
wicket for England after Gibb 
way back in 1947 48 (4) 

10 Time was when cncketers sat 
back in this chair and looked 
forward to the tour as they 
travelled by boat! (4) 

11 What Azharuddin threatens to 
make of the best bowling with 
that unique shot of his past 
fine-leg (1 5) 

DOWN 

1 India s CO wicket-keeper with 
P 6 Joshi on our 1952-53 tour 
of West Indies on which both 
these stumpers were ultimately 
dropped, in the fifth and final 
Test for Vijay Manirekar to don 
the big gloves' (4| 

2 State of Indian spin as repre¬ 
sented by Prasanna and Chan 
drasekhar? (9) 

3 Abdul Hafeez Kardar so long as 
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he played his cricket in undivid¬ 
ed India, was - - from the North 
(t 5-3) 

4 Is a TV tennis Star {5} 

7 Came out as a 'pair' against the 
name of Zaheer? (5) 

8 Mistake or position in which a 
mistake is always possible {4) 


Q Are the cricketers Ghulam 
Parker and Ramna^ Parker relat¬ 
ed? 

Ridhish Pustode 
Chandrapur 

A No, they are not related 

d What Is the Test record of 
former India captain M A K 
(Tiger) Pataudi? How many cen¬ 
turies did Richards score in the 
1974-76 senes against India? 

Sultan K 
Bangalore 

A Tfger Pataudi has played 46 
Tests, 83 innings, 3 times not out 
2793 runs, 203 not out as his high 
est, 6 centuries, at an average of 
3491 

Richards scored only one century 
in that senes He scored 192 not out 
in the second Test at Delhi 

Q. What Is the national sport of 
Indie? 

Ashlsh Sikhs, 
Jabalpur 

*Hockey 

Q Where can I get tne nook 
'Indian Ctiekei The Vital Phase'? 

Prakash N, 
Bangalore 

A The above mentioned book will 
be available atjhe following places, 
S^t Booksi. Vikas Publishing House 
Pvt Ltd ft, An|«if Road, New Delhi 
110002 or theMbwie Sports, 63A, 
QcAhale Road (No«hi D^r. Bom- 
bey 400028 
.ir 
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Q What IS the record for the fas 
test double century m first class 
cncket? 

Bharat Shah, 
Rajkot 

The record for the fastest double 
century m first class cncket is held 
by two cpcketers G L Jessop of 
Gloucestershire at Hove in 1903 
and Clive Lloyd of West Indies at 
Swansea in 1976 Both of them 
scored their respective double 
hundreds in 120 minutes 
Q What IS the highest score of 
Sunil Gavaskar in Tests? How 
many fifties has he scored in 
Tests? What is his birth date? 

Phihp Thomas, 
__ Bhilai 


SPORTING SAM 


A Sunil Gavaskar s highest score 
in Tests IS 238 not out against West 
Indies at Madras in the sixth Test of 
the 1983 series He has scored 37 
fifties in 7eats His birth data is 10-7 
1949 

Q What are the bowling figures 
of Dennis Lillee of his Test career? 

Rangneth Rao, 
Bombay 

A Lillee has played 70 Tests 
18469 balls 8469 runs 356 Wick¬ 
ets at an average of 23 92 

Q How many times did Joe 
Frazier win the World Heavy¬ 
weight Boxmg Tide and in which 
years? 

Laxmikant Lai, 
Akola 

Joe Frazier has vvon the World 
Boxing Title twice First in 1968 and 
again in 1970 


by Reg Wootton 
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A foreign coach 

is a must _ 

T he AIFF seems to have woken 
up at lastl For the last few years 
the parent body of soccer in the 
country was just content in fielding 
nearly the same side for the many 
international tournaments India 
particiapted in. In spite of the many 
shortcomings, few experiments 
were made, A glaring example is th¬ 
at of ex-skipper Shabbir Ali who 
was persisted with despite his 
many failures. That too at a time 
when scoring goals was impera¬ 
tive. 

The recent decision of the AIFF 
to hold regional camps for promis¬ 
ing uncapped players can help build 
up a reserve from which a strong 
national team can be selected. This 
practice is followed by some Asian 
countries like China and the results 
speak for themselves 

The appointment of a full time 
foreign coach is an absolute neces¬ 
sity. The newly chosen coach, P.K. 
Bannerjee, in spite of being given a 
free hand and ample time, could not 
deliver the goods at the last Asiad. 
It should be understood that the 
former Olympian is too egotistic 
and outspoken to be the ideal 
players' man. 

One hopes that the AIFF learns a 
lesson or two from the rapid deve¬ 
lopment of soccer in small Middle 
East countries who were wise en¬ 
ough to appoint coaches from 
Brazil or some other South Ameri¬ 
can country. The type of football 
played in these countries is better 
suited for our players than the de¬ 
fence oriented European style 

A.K. Premchand 
(Bombay-37) 

Reverse sweep, an 
ungraceful stroke 

I AM glad that my views on the 
back handed' stroke m cricket or 



Chris Evert, setting 
a good example 


C HRIS Evert-Lloyd deserves all 
praise for her magnificent vic¬ 
tory over Martina Navratilova in the 
French Open Championships. She 
is one of the most welt behaved and 
graceful players to have adorned 
the court, and her good manners 
and sporting spirit have been one of 
the hallmarks of modern tennis. 


In recent years, Chris Lloyd 



Chris Evert-Uoiid...gracefiil. good 
manners and sporting spirit, has 
been one of the hallmarks of mod¬ 
em tennis 


be the most promising ptayer in the 
world, but he is certainly many 
notches below McErvroe or .even 
Connors. 

Is it possible to accept the odds 
offered by Fein? Or conversely, can 
I offer better odds than Fein on Ed- 
berg winning the tournament? 

I am willing to bet my fortune th¬ 
at Edberg will not win. 

Sashi Sahay 
(Bombay-26) 

.. I ..I.Ill ■....— 

‘Choking’-an ignored 
aspect of sport 

T he article on Cho king' in your 
issue dated June 26 July 2 was 
superb. It was both informative and 
educative and highlighted one of 
the most ignored aspects of mo¬ 
dern sports - sports psychology. 

For the layman, most sports re¬ 
volve around mere personalities. 
People are, just interested in the 
names - John McEnroe, Connors, 
Evert Lloyd, Navratilova or even Ga¬ 
vaskar and Kapil Dev. Very few of 
them know or even bother to know 
what makes a sportsman succeed 
or fail, what motivates him, what 
are his fears, what is his training 
schedule etc 

I am sure that this particular arti¬ 
cle will have removed some mis¬ 
conceptions about sports and 
sportsmen/women from the thou¬ 
sands of readers who read Sports- 
week 

Thank you very much again for 
the article. 

Shakeel Gaya 
(Bangalore-22) 

Encourage other sports 
— not just cricket 

A national sports magazine like 
Sportsweek should devote 
more pages to games other than 
cricket if India is to forge ahead in 
the world of sports. If half of the 


the reverse sweep', as your corre¬ 
spondent Pat Gibson calls it, has 
been vindicated by none other than 
the great Peter May himself (SW 
June 12-18 and my letter to you 
published in your issue dated April 
3-9) 

Not only is this stroke unortho¬ 
dox and unfair to the bowler, it is 
anaesthetic and ungraceful to 
watch. Above all it is ungentleman- 

ly‘ 

Outlawed it MUSX be-the sooner 
the better. 


seemed to have developed a men- 
.tal block playing against Martina. 
With her victory at Roland Garros, 
she has proved that she is fit as 
ever, both mentally and physically, 
to handle her equally talented ad- 
versary. 

Edberg, not the best bet 

P ALIL Fein's preview of the 1985 
Wimbledon ChPmpionsl^ipa in 
your issue dated. June 26-'Julv 2 


magazine is devoted to just one 
sport, there cart be neither, justice 
nor encouragement for the other 
disciplines. 

Agreed that cricket is the most 
popular game in the country, but it 
IS the duty of^ national magazine 
to promote, highlight and encour¬ 
age other sports also. The print 
media is still one of the most po- ‘ 
werful vehicles of communication 
and if employed judiciously can 
mould and fotm public opinion, 
beneficially. 

Savvy O'Cosfd 




A quick questionnaire 
for any one between 8 and 80 
male or female, married or single 


IFTOaGANANSWEB**TES*’IO 
3 (nn! 0F4 OF THESE QDESIIDNS 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TOTALKIO 
THE EOT WHO DELIVERS YOOR 
NEWSPAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


1 . 

2 . 


On Sunday niornini;. dors your nowapaper live up lo your expei (alloni 7 

Do Khuabwanl Smxh, Kuldip Nayar. B«ian Daruwala, M V Kamalh 
and other telebnties viail you every Sunday '' 



Uoea Nutan help solve your personal problems, and < an you consult 
Ur R. Wadia for your ailments every Sunday > 



Do your kids grab your Sunday paper before you <itfi ' 


YEsnMon 

YBsnMon 

YBsnHon 

YBsaMoa 


j 


If your answer to any three of the above questions is NOy then ifs 
time you had a word with your newspaper boy ! Insist that he bring you 
your SUNDA Y MID-D A Y every Sunday to make your Sunday complete. 

SUIVnAY 

MID-DAV 
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The spirit of adventure 
has ‘AMCO’ written aii over it 




When ts time to enjoy make 
sure there Is ro hassle on the 
woy Make sure you ttove the 
power of AMCO the new 
generation batteries buitt 
with the latest tort nology of 
Yuasa the world largest 
monutacturor of motor ycle 
barter es and ea tor n a 
VO lety of a jtcirot vo and 
1 Just hi b ittor OS 
AMCO YUASA tie up 


advanced batteries for the 
new generation two-whe» lers 
four whoeleis ond other 
equ p pent 

What s more w th Y jOoft S 
exportse AMCO salso 
modern s ng its fdc 11 es tor 
t' new breed of pr id sets 
ind te hr logv 
’toprrxJuct arc also bt g 
ba k id L y a(s< c 'll sod 
atljisof oOrvueforlty 


A 3 It od j T anutn I jr ft r jhAMCfJ tr g 

I 1 ilnr tvigc tfiirrlwknlir 
iJljljbil w1 t 











